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WHE greatest of English historians, MacauLar, and one of the most brilliant writers of 
the present century, has said: “The history of a country is best told in a record of the 
lives of its people. In conformity with this idea the PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL 
ALBUM of this county has been prepared. Instead of going to musty records, and 
taking therefrom dry statistical matter that can be appreciated by but few, our 
corps of writers have gone to the people, the men and women who have, by their 
enterprise and industry, brought the county to rank second to none among those 
comprising this great and noble State, and from their lips have the story of their life 
struggles. No more interesting or instructive matter could be presented to an intelli- 
gent public. In this volume will be found a record of many whose lives are worthy the 
imitation of coming generations. It tells how some, commencing life in poverty, by 
industry and economy have accumulated wealth. It tells how others, with limited 
advantages for securing an education, have become learned men and women, with an 
7%, influence extending throughout the length and breadth of the land. It tells of men who 
have risen from the lower walks of life to eminence as statesmen, and whose names have 
become famous. It tells of those in every walk in life who have striven to succeed, and 
records how that success has usually crowned their efforts. It tells also of many, very 
many, who, not seeking the applause of the world, have pursued “the even tenor of their way,“ content 
to have it said of them as Christ said of the woman performing a deed of mercy “they have done what 
they could.” It tells how that many in the pride and strength of young manhood left the plow and the 
anvil, the lawyer's office and the counting-room, left every trade and profession, and at their country’s 
call went forth valiantly “to do or die,“ and how through their efforts the Union was restored and peace 
once more reigned in the land. In the life of every man and of every woman is a lesson that should not 
be lost upon those who follow after. 

Coming generations will appreciate this volume and preserve it as a sacred treasure, from the fact 
that it contains so much that would never find its way into public records, and which would otherwise be 
inaccessible. Great care has been taken in the compilation of the work and every opportunity possible 
given to those represented to insure correctness in what has been written, and the publishers flatter them- 
selves that they give totheir readers a work with few errors of consequence. In addition to the biograph- 
ical sketches, portraits of a number of representative citizens are given. 

The faces of some, and biographical sketches of many, will be missed in this volume. For this the 
publishers are not to blame. Not having a proper conception of the work, some refused to give the 
information necessary to compile a sketch, while others were indifferent. Occasionally some member of 
the family would oppose the enterprise, and on account of such opposition the support of the interested 
one would he withheld. In a few instances men could never be found, though repeated calls were made 
at their residence or place of business, 

April, 1892. Laxe Crrr Pouetisuing Co. 
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¿IN AMES MADISON, “Father 

of the Constitution,” and fourth 
President of the United States, 
was born March 16, 1757, and 
died at his home in Virginia, 
june 28, 1836. ‘The name of 
James Madison is inseparably con- 
nected with most of the important 
events in that heroic period of our 
country during which the founda- 
tions of this great republic were 
laid. He was the last of the founders 
of the Constitution of the United 
States to be called to his eternal 
reward. 

The Madison family were among 
the early emigrants to the New World, 
landing upon the shores of the Chesa- 
peake but 15 years after the settle- 
ment of Jamestown. The father of 
James Madison was an opulent 
planter, residing upon a very fine es- 
tate called “Montpelier,” Orange Co., 
Va. The mansion was situated in 
the midst of scenery highly pictur- 
i esque and romantic, on the west side 

of South-west Mountain, at the foot of 
Blue Ridge. It was but 25 miles from the home of 
Jefferson at Monticello. The closest personal and 
political attachment existed between these illustrious 
men, from their early youth until death. 

The early education of Mr. Madison was conducted 
mostly at home under a private tutor. At the age of 
18 he was sent to Princeton College, in New Jersey. 
Here he applied himself to study with the most im- 


prudent zeal; allowing himself, for months, but three 
hours’ sleep out of the 24. His health thus became so 
seriously impaired that he never recovered any vigor 
of constitution. He graduated in 1771, with a feeble 
body, with a character of utmost purity, and with a 
mind highly disciplined and richly stored with learning 
which embellished and gave proficiency to his subse -~ 
quent career. 

Returning to Virginia, he commenced the study of 
law and a courseof extensive and systematic reading, 
This educational course, the spirit of the times in 
which he lived, and the society with which he asso- 
ciated, all combined to inspire him with a strong 
love of liberty, and to train him for his life-work ot 
a statesman. Being naturally of a religious turn of 
mind, and his frail health leading him to think that 
his life was not to be long, he directed especial atten- 
tion to theological studies. Endowed with a mind 
singularly free from passion and prejudice, and with 
almost unequalled powers of reasoning, he weighed 
ail the arguments for and against revealed religion, 
until his faith became so established as never to 
be shaken. 

In the spring of 1776, when 26 years of age, he 
was elected a member of the Virginia Convention, to 
frame the constitution of the State. The next year 
(1777), he was a candidate for the General Assembly. 
He refused to treat the whisky-loving voters, and 
consequently lost his election; but those who had 
witnessed the talent, energy and public spirit of the 
modest young man, enlisted themselves in his behalf, 
and he was appointed to the Executive Council. 

Both Patrick Henry and Thomas Jefferson were 
Governors of Virginia while Mr. Madison remained 
member of the Council; and their appreciation of his 
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intellectual, social and moral worth, contributed not 
a little to his subsequent eminence. In the year 
1780, he was elected a member of the Continental 
Congress. Here he met the most illustrious men in 
our land, and he was immediately assigned to one of 
the most conspicuous positions among them. 

For three years Mr. Madison continued in Con- 
gress, one of its most active and influential members. 
In the year 1784, his tern: having expired, he was 
elected a member of the Virginia Legislature. 

No man felt more deeply than Mr. Madison the 
utter inefficiency of the old confederacy, with no na- 
tional government, with no power to form treaties 
which would be binding, or to enforce law. There 
was not any State more prominent than Virginia in 


the declaration, that an efficient national government 


must be formed. In January, 1786, Mr. Madison 
carried a resolution through the General Assembly of 
Virginia, inviting the other States to appoint commis- 
sioners to meet in convention at Annapolis to discuss 
this subject. Five States only were represented. The 
convention, however, issued another call, drawn up 
by Mr. Madison, urging all the States to send their 


ern ei Natale 


delegates to Philadelphia, in May, 1787, to draft | 


a Constitution for the United States, to take the place 
of that Confederate League. The delegates met at 
the time appointed. Every State but Rhode Island 
was represented. George Washington was chosen 
president of the convention; and the present Consti- 
tution of the United States was then and there formed. 
‘There was, perhaps, no mind and no pen more ac- 
tive in framing this immortal document than the mind 
and the pen of James Madison. 

The Constitution, adopted by a vote 81 to 79, was 
to be presented to the several States for acceptance. 
But grave solicitude was felt. Should it be rejected 
we should be left but a conglomeration of independent 
States, with but little power at home and little respect 
abroad. Mr. Madison was selected by the conven- 
tion to draw up an address to the people of the United 
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British orders in council destroyed our commerce, and 
our flag was exposed to constant insult. Mr. Madison 
was a man of peace. Scholarly in his taste, retiring 
in his disposition, war had no charms for him. But the 
meekest spint can be roused. It makes one’s blood 
boil, even now, to think of an American ship brought 
to, upon the ocean, by the guns of an English cruiser. 
A young lieutenant steps on board and orders the 
crew to be paraded before him, With great nonchal- 
ance he selects any number whom he may please to 
designate as British subjects; orders them down the 
ship's side into his boat; and places them on the gun- 
deck of his man-of-war, to fight, by compulsion, the 
battles of England. This nght of search and im- 
pressment, no efforts of our Government could induce 
the British cabinet to relinquish. 

On the 18th of June, 1812, President Madison gave 
his approval to an act of Congress declaring war 
against Great Britain. Notwithstanding the bitter 
hostility of the Federal party to the war, the country 
in general approved; and Mr. Madison, on the 4th 
of March, 1813, was re-elected by a large majority, 
and entered upon his second term of office. This 1s 
not the place to describe the various adventures of 
this war on the land and on the water. Our infan. 
navy then laid the foundations of its renown in grap- 
pling with the most formidable power which ever 
swept the seas. The contest commenced in earnest 
by the appearance of a British fleet, early in February, 
1813, in Ches»peake Bay, declaring nearly the whole 
coast of the United States under blockade. 

The Emperor of Russia offered his services as me 


| ditator. America accepted; England refused. A Brit- 


States, expounding the principles of the Constitution, | 


and urging its adoption, There was great opposition 


to it at first, but it at length triumphed over all, and 


went into effect in 1789. 


sentatives in the first Congress, and soon became the 
avowed leader of the Republican party. While in 
New York attending Congress, he met Mrs. Todd, a 
young widow of remarkable power of fascination, 


ish force of five thousand men landed on the banks 
of the Patuxet River, near its entrance into Chesa- 
peake Bay, and marched rapidly, by way of Bladens- 
burg, upon Washington. 

The straggling little city of Washington was thrown 
into consternation. The cannon of the brief conflict 
at Bladensburg echoed through the streets of the 
metropolis. The whole population fled from the city. 
The President, leaving Mrs. Madison in the White 
House, with her carriage drawn up at the docr to 


| await his speedy return, hurried to meet the officers 
Mr. Madison was elected to the House of Repre- | 


whom he married. She was in person and character | 


queenly, and probably no lady has thus far occupied 
sO prominent a position in the very peculiar society 
which has constituted our republican court as Mrs. 
Madison: 

Mr. Madison served as Secretary of State under 
Jefferson, and at the close of his 
was chosen President. At this time the encroach- 


administration | 


ments of England had brought us to the verge of war. / 


in a council of war. He met our troops utterly routed, 
and he could not go back without danger of being 
captured. But few hours elapsed ere the Presidential 
Mansion, the Capitol, and all the public buildings in 
Washington were in flames. 

The war closed after two years of fighting, and on 
Feb. 13, 1815, the treaty of peace was signed at Ghent. 

On the 4th of March, 1817, his second term of 
office expired, and he resigned the Presidential chair 
to his friend, James Monroe. He retired to his Leau- 
tiful home at Montpelier, and there passed the re- 
mainder of his days. On June 28, 1836, then at the 
Mrs. Madi- 


age of 85 years, he fell asleep in death. 
son died July 12, 1849. 


FIFTH PRESIDENT. 


IM AMES MONROE, the fifth 

®_ Presidentof The United States, 
was born in Westmoreland Co., 
Va., April 28, 1758. His early 
life was passed at the place of 
nativity. His ancestors had for 
many years resided in the prov- 
ince in which he was born. When, 
at 17 years of age, in the process 
of completing his education at 
William and Mary College, the Co- 
lonial Congress assembled at Phila- 
delphia to deliberate upon the un- 
just and manifold oppressions of 
Great Britian, declared the separa- 
tion of the Colonies, and promul- 
gated the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence. Had he been born ten years before it is highly 
probable that he would have been one of the signers 
of that celebrated instrument. At this time he left 
school and enlisted among the patriots. 


He joined the army when everything looked hope-. 


less and gloomy. The number of deserters increased 
from day"to day. The invading armies came pouring 
in; and the tories not only favored the cause of the 
mother country, but disheartened the new recruits, 
who were sufficiently terrified at the prospect of con- 
tending with an enemy whom they had been taught 
to deem invincible. To such brave spirits as James 
Monroe, who went right onward, undismayed through 
difficulty and danger, the United States owe their 


political emancipation. The young cadet joined the 
ranks, and espoused the cause of his injured country, 
with a firm determination to live or die with her strife 
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for liberty. Firmly yet sadly he shared in the mel. 
ancholy retreat from Harleam Heights and White 
Plains, and accompanied the dispirited army as it flec 
before its foes through New Jersey: In four months 
after the Declaration of Independence, the patriots 
had been beaten in seven battles. At the battle of 
Trenton he Jed the vanguard, and, in the act of charg- 
ing upon the enemy he received a wound in the left 
shoulder. 

As a reward for his bravery, Mr. Monroe was pro- 
moted a captain of infantry; and, having recovered 
from his wound, he rejoined thearmy. He, however, 
receded from the line of promotion, by becominz an 
officer in the staff of Lord Sterling. During the cam- 
paigns of 1777 and 1778, in the actions of Brandy 
wine, Germantown and Monmouth, he continued 
aid-de-camp; but becoming desirous to regain his 
position in the army, he exerted himself to collect a 
regiment for the Virginia line. This scheme failed 
owing to the exhausted condition of the State. Upon 
this failure he entered the office of Mr. Jefferson, at 
that period Governor, and pursued, with considerable 
ardor, the study of common law. He did not, however, 
entirely lay aside the knapsack for the green bag; 
but on the invasions of the enemy, served as a volun 
teer, during the two years of his legal pursuits. 

In 1782, he was elected from King George county, 
a member of the Leglislature of Virginia, and by that 
body he was elevated to a seat in the Executive 
Council. He was thus honored with the confidence 
of his fellow citizens at 23 years of age; and having 
at this early period displayed some of that ability 
and aptitude for legislation, which were afterwards 
employed with unremitting energy forthe public good, 
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he was in the succeeding year chosen a member of 
the Congress of the United States. 

Deeply as Mr. Monroe felt the imperfections of the old 
Confederacy, he was opposed to the new Constitution, 
thinking, with many others of the Republican party, 
that it gave too much power to the Central Government, 
and not enough to the individual States. Still he re- 
tained the esteem of his friends who were its warm 
supporters, and who, notwithstanding his opposition 
secured its adoption. In 1789, he became a member 
of the United States Senate; which office he held for 
four years. Every month the line of distinction be- 
tween the two great parties which divided the nation, 
the Federal and the Republican, was growing more 
distinct. The two prominent ideas which now sep- 
arated them were, that the Republican party was in 
sympathy with France, and also in favor of such a 
strict construction of the Constitution as to give the 
Central Government as little power, and the State 
Governments as much power, as the Constitution would 
warrant. The Federalists sympathized with England, 
and were in favor of a liberal construction of the Con- 
stitution, which would give as much power to the 
Central Government as that document could possibly 
authorize. 

The leading Federalists and Republicans were 
alike noble men, consecrating all their energies to the 
good of the nation. Two more honest men or more 
pure patriots than John Adams the Federalist, and 
James Monroe the Republican, never breathed. In 
building up this majestic nation, which is destined 
to eclipse all Grecian and Assyrian greatness, the com- 
bination of their antagonism was needed to create the 
tight equilibrium. And yet each in his day was de- 
nounced as almost a demon. 

Washington was then President. England had es- 
poused the cause of the Bourbons against the princi- 
ples of the French Revolution. All Europe was drawn 
into the conflict. We were feeble and far away. 
Washington issued a proclamation of neutrality be- 
tween these contending powers. France had helped 
us in the struggle for our liberties. All the despotisms 
of Europe were now combined to prevent the French 
from escaping from a tyranny a thousand-fold worse 
than that which we had endured. Col. Monroe, more 
magnanimous than prudent, was anxious that, at 
whatever hazard, we should help our old allies in 
their extremity. It was the impulse of a generous 
and noble nature. He violently opposed the Pres- 
ident’s proclamation as ungrateful and wanting in 
magnanimity. 

Washington, who could appreciate such a character, 
developed his calm, serene, alinost divine greatness, 
by appointing that very James Monroe, who was de- 
nouncing the policy of the Government, as the minister 
of that Go vernment to the Republic of France. Mr. 
Monroe w welcomed by the National Convention 
in France vith the most enthusiastic demonstrations. 


JAMES MONROE. 


Shortly after his return to this country, Mr. Mon- 
roe was elected Governor of Virginia, and held the 
office for three years. He was again sent to France tu 
co-operate with Chancellor Livingston in obtaining 
the vast territory then known as the Province of 
Louisiana, which France had but shortly before ob- 
tained from Spain. Their united efforts were suc 
cessful. For the comparatively small sum of fifteen 
millions of dollars, the entire territory of Orleans and 
district of Louisiana were added to the United States. 
This was probably the largest transferof real estate 
which was ever made in all the history of the world: 

From France Mr. Monroe went to England to ob- 
tain from that country some recognition of our 
rights as neutrals, and to remonstrate against those 
odious impressments of our seamen. But Eng- 
land was unrelenting. He again returned to Eng- 
land on the same mission, but could receive no 
redress. He returned to his home and was again 
chosen Governor of Virginia. This he soon resigned 
to accept the position of Secretary of State under 
Madison. While in this Office war with England was 
declared, the Secretary of War resigned, and during 
these trying times, the duties of the War Departmen: 
were also put upon him. He was truly the armor- 
bearer of President Madison, and the most efficient 
business man in his cabinet. Upon the return of 
peace he resigned the Department of War, but con- 
tinued in the office of Secretary of State until the ex- 
piration of Mr. Madison's adminstration. At the elec: 
tion held the previous autumn Mr. Monroe himself had 
been chosen President with but little opposition, and 
upon March 4, 1817, was inaugurated. Four years 
later he was elected for a second term. 

Among the important measures of his Presidency 
were the cession of Florida to the United States; the 
Missouri Compromise, and the “ Monroe doctrine.’ 


This famous doctrine, since known as the “ Monroe 
doctrine,” was enunciated by him in 1823. At that 
time the United States had recognized the independ- 
ence of the South American states, and did not wish 
to have European powers longer attempting to sub 
due portions of the American Continent. The doctrine 
is as follows: “That we should consider any attempt 
on the part of European powers to extend their sys- 
tem to any portion of this hemisphere as dangerous 
to our peace and safety,” and “that we could not 
view any interposition for the purpose of oppressing 
or controlling American governments or provinces in 
any other light than as a manifestation by Europear 
powers of an unfriendly disposition toward the Unitec 
States. This doctrine immediately aſſected the course 
of foreign governments, and has become the approved 
sentiment of the United States. 

At the end of his second term Mr. Monroe retired 
to his home in Virginia, where he lived until 1830 
when he went to New York to live with his son-in 
law. In that city he died,on the 4th of July, 183: 


SIXTH PRESIDRNT. 


OHN QUINCY ADAMS, the 
sixth President of the United 
States, was born in the rural 
home of his honored father, 
John Adams, in Quincy, Mass., 
on the 11th cf July, 1767. His 
mother, a woman of exalted 
worth, watched over his childhood 
during the almost constant ab- 
sence of his father. When but 
eight years of age, he stood with 
his mother on an eminence, listen- 
ing to the booming of the great bat- 
tle on Bunker's Hill, and gazing on 
upon the smoke and flames biliow- 
ing up from the conflagration of 
Charlestown. 


| When but eleven years old he 
> took a tearful adieu of his mother, 
to sail with his father for Europe, 
through a fleet ot hostile British cruisers. The bright, 
animated boy spent a year and a half in Paris, where 
his father was associated with Franklin and Lee as 
minister plenipotentiary. His intelligence attracted 
the notice of these distinguished men, and he received 
from them flattering marks of attention. 

Mr. John Adams had scarcely returned to this 
country, in 1779, ere he was again sentabroad. Again 
jol.a Quincy accompanied his father. At Paris he 
applied himself with great diligence, for six months, 
to study; then accompained his father to Holland, 
where he entered, first a school in Amsterdam, then 
the University at Leyden. About a year from this 
time, in 1781, when the manly boy was but fourteen 
years of age, he was selected by Mr. Dana, our min- 
ister to the Russian court, as his private secretary. 

In this school of incessant labor and of enobling 
culture he spent fourteen months, and then returned 
to Holland through Sweden, Denmark, Hamburg and 
Bremen. This long journey he took alone, in the 
winter, when in his sixteenth year. Again he resumed 
zus studies, under a private tutor, at Hague. Thence. 
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in the spring of 1782, he accompanied his father t 
Paris, traveling leisurely, and forming acquaint: ance 
with the most distinguished men on the Continent 
examining architectural remains, galleries of paintings 
and all renowned works of art. At Paris he again 
became associated with the most illustrious men of 
all lands in the contemplations of the loftiest temporal 
themes which can engross the human mind. After 
a short visit to England he returned to Paris, aná 
consecrated ali his energies to study until May, 1785, 
when he returned to America. To a brilliant young 
man of eighteen, who had seen much of the world, 
and who was familiar with the etiquette of courts, a 
residence with his father in London, under such cir- 
cumstances, must have been extremely attractive 
but with judgment very rare in one of his age, he pre- 
ferred to return to America to complete his education 
in an American college. He wished then to study 
law, that with an honorable profession, he might be 
able to obtain an independent support. 


Upon leaving Harvard College, at the age of twenty 
he studied law for three years. In June, 2794, be- 
ing then but twenty-seven years of age, he was ap- 
pointed by Washington, resident minister at the 
Netherlands. Sailing from Boston in July, he reachea 
London in October, where he was immediately admit- 
ted to the deliberations of Messrs. Jay and Pinckney, 
assisting them i in negotiating a commercial treaty with 
Great Britian. After thus spending a fortnight it 
London, he proceeded to the Hague. 


In July, 1797, he left the Hague to go to Portugal as 
minister plenipotentiary. On his way to Portugal. 
upon arriving in London, he met with despatches 
directing him to the court of Berlin, but requesting 
him to remain in London until he should receive his 
instructions. While waiting he was married to ar 
American lady to whom he had Leen previously en. 
gaged,—Miss Louisa Catherine Johnson, daughte 
of Mr. Joshua Johnson, American consul in London 
a lady endownd with that beauty and those accom. 
plishment which eminently fitted her to move in tie 
elevated sphere for which she was destined 


He Nen! Berlin with his wife in November, 1797; 
where he remained until July, 1799, when, having ful- 
filled all the purposes of his mission, he solicited his 
recall. 

Soon after his return, in 1802, he was chosen to 
the Senate of Massachusetts, from Boston, and then 
was elected Senator of the United States for six years, 
from the 4th of March, 1804. His reputation, his 
ability and his experience, placed him immediately 
among the most prominent and influential members 
of that body. Especially did he sustain the Govern- 
ment in its measures of resistance to the encroach- 
ments of England, destroying our commerce and in- 
sulting our flag. There was no man in America more 
familiar with the arrogance of the British court upon 
these points, and no one more resolved to present 
a firm resistance. 

In 1809, Madison succeeded Jefferson in the Pres- 
idential chair, and he immediately nominated John 
Quincy Adams minister to St. Petersburg. Resign- 
ing his professorship in Harvard College, he embarked 
at Boston, in August, 1809. 

While in Russia, Mr. Adams was an intense stu- 
dent. He devoted his attention to the language and 
history of Russia; to the Chinese trade; to the 
European system of weights, measures, and coins; to 
the climate and astronomical observations; while he 
kept up a familiar acquaintance with the Greek and 
Latin classics. In all the universities of Europe, a 
more accomplished scholar could scarcely be found. 
All through life the Bible constituted an important 
part of his studies. It was his rule to read five 
chapters every day. 

On the 4th of March, 1817, Mr. Monroe took the 
- Presidential chair, and immediately appointed Mr. 
Adams Secretary of State. Taking leave of his num- 
erous friends in public and private life in Europe, he 
sailed in June, 1819, for the United States. On the 
18th of August, he again crossed the threshold of his 
home in Quincy. During the eight yearsof Mr, Mon- 
roe’s administration, Mr. Adams continued Secretary 
of State. 

Some time before the close of Mr. Monroe's second 
term of office, new candidates began to be presented 
for the Presidency. The friends of Mr. Adams brought 
forward his name. It was an exciting campaign. 
Party spirit was never more bitter. Two hundred and 
sixty electoral votes were cast. Andrew Jackson re- 
ceived ninety-nine; John Quincy Adams, eighty-four; 
William H. Crawford, forty-one; Henry Clay, thirty- 
seven. As there was no choice by the people, the 
question wert to the House of Representatives. Mr. 
Clay gave the vote of Kentucky to Mr. Adams, and 
he was elected. 

The friends of all the disappointed candidates now 
combined in a venomous and persistent assault upon 
Mr. Adams. There is nothing more disgraceful in 
‘he nast history of our country than the abuse which 
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was poured in one uninterrupted stream, upon this 
high-minded, upright, patriotic man. There never was 
an administration more pure in principles, more con- 
scientiously devoted to the best interests of the coun- 
try, than that of John Quincy Adams; and never, per- 
haps, was there an administration more unscrupu- 
lously and outrageously assailed. 

Mr. Adams was, to a very remarkable degree, ab- 
stemious and temperate in his habits; always rising 
early, and taking much exercise. When at his homein 
Quincy, he has been known to walk, before breakfast. 
seven miles to Boston. In Washington, it was said 
that he was the first man up in the city, lighting his 
own fire and applying himself to work in his library 
often long before dawn. 

On the 4th of March, 1829, Mr. Adams retired 
from the Presidency, and was succeeded by Andrew 
Jackson. John C. Calhoun was elected Vice Presi- 
dent. The slavery question now began to assume 
portentous magnitude. Mr. Adams returned to 
Quincy and to his studies, which he pursued with un- 
abated zeal. But he was not long permitted to re- 
main in retirement. In November, 1830, he was 
elected representative to Congress. For seventeen 
years, until his death, he occupied the post as repre- 
sentative, towering above all his peers, ever ready to 
do brave battle’ for freedom, and winning the title of 
“the old man eloquent.” Upon taking his seat in 
the House, he announced that he should hold him- 
self bound to no party. Probably there never was a 
member more devoted to his duties. He was usually 
the first in his place in the morning, and the last to 
leave his seat in the evening. Not a measure could 
be brought forward and escape his scrutiny. ‘The 
battle which Mr. Adams fought, almost singly, against 
the proslavery party in the Government, was sublime 
in its moral daring and heroism. For persisting in 
presenting petitions for the abolition of slavery, he 
was threatened with indictment by the grand jury, 
with expulsion from the House, with assassination, 
but no threats could intimidate him, and his final 
triumph was complete. 

It has been said of President Adams, that when his 
body was bent and his hair silvered by the lapse of 
fourscore years, yielding to the simple faith of a little 
child, he was accustomed to repeat every night, before 
he slept, the prayer which his mother taught him in 
his infant years. 

On the 21st of February, 1848, he rose on the floor 
of Congress, with a paper in his hand, to address the 
speaker. Suddenly he fell, again stricken by paraly- 
sis, and was caught in the arms of those around him. 
For a time he was senseless, as he was conveyed to 
the sofa in the rotunda. With reviving conscious- 
ness, he opened his eyes, looked calmly around and 
said “ This is the end of earth ; “then after a moment's 
pause he added, “7 am content” These were the 
last words of the grand “Old Man Eloquent.” 
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Sd seventh President of the 
y United States, was born in 
Waxhaw settlement, N. C., 
March ı5, 1767, a few days 
after his father's death. His 
parents were poor emigrants 
from Ireland, and took up 
their abode in Waxhaw set- 
tlement, where they lived in 
deepest poverty. 

Andrew, or Andy, as he was 
universally called, grew up a very 
rough, rude, turbulent boy. His 
features were coarse, his form un- 
gainly; and there was but very 


little in his character, made visible, which was at- | 


tractive. 

When only thirteen years old he joined the volun- 
teers of Carolina against the British invasion. In 
1781, he and his brother Robert were captured and 
imprisoned for a time at Camden. A British officer 
ordered him to brush his mud-spattered boots. “ I am 
a prisoner of war, not your servant,” was the reply of 
the dauntless boy. 

The brute drew his sword, and aimed a desperate 
blow at the head of the helpless young prisoner. 
Andrew raised his hand, and thus received two fear- 
fui gashes,—one on the hand and the other upon the 
head. The officer then turned to his brother Robert 
with the same demand. He also refused, and re- 
ceived a blow from the keen-edged sabre, which quite 
disabled him, and which probably sogp after caused 
his death. They suffered much other ill-treatment, and 
were finally stricken with the small-pox. Their 
mother was successful in obtaining their exchange, 


NDREW JACKSON, the | and took her sick boys home. After a long illness 


Andrew recovered, and the death of his mother soon 
left him entirely friendless. 

Andrew supported himself in various ways, sich as 
working at the saddler's trade, teaching school and 
clerking in a general store, until 1784, when he 
entered a law office at Salisbury, N. C. He, however, 
gave more attention to the wild amusements of the 
times than to his studies. In 1788, he was appointed 
solicitcr for the western district of North Carolina, oí 
which Tennessee was then a part. This involved 
many long and tedious journeys amid dangers of 
every kind, but Andrew Jackson never knew fear, 
and the Indians had no desire to repeat a skirmisb 
with the Sharp Knife. 

In 1791, Mr. Jackson was married to a woman who 
supposed herself divorced from her former husband. 
Great was the surprise of both parties, two years later, 
to find that the conditions of the divorce had just been 
definitely settled by the first husband. The marriage 
ceremony was performed a second time, but the occur- 
rence was often used by his enemies to bring Mr. 
Jackson into disfavor. 

During these years he worked hard at his profes 


| sion, and frequently had one or more duels on hand, 


one of which, when he killed Dickenson, was espec- 
ially disgraceful. 

In January, 1796, the Territory of Tennessee then 
containing nearly eighty thousand inhabitants, the 
people met in convention at Knoxville to frame a con- 
stitution. Five were sent from each of the eleven 
counties. Andrew Jackson was one of the delegates. 
The new State was entitled to but one member iv 
the National House of Representatives. Andrew Jack- 
son waschosen that member. Mounting his horse he 


rode to Philedelphia, where Congress then held its 
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sessions, —a distance of about eight hundred miles. 

Jackson was an earnest advocate of the Demo- 
cratic party. Jefferson was his idol. He admired 
Bonaparte, loved France and hated England. As Mr. 
Jackson took his seat, Gen. Washington, whose 
second term of office was then expiring, delivered his 
last speech to Congress. A committee drew up a 
complimentary address in reply. Andrew Jackson 
did not approve of the address, and was one of the 
twelve who voted against it. He was not willing to 
say that Gen. Washington's adminstration had been 
“ wise, firm and patriotic. 

Mr. Jackson was elected to the United States 
Senate in 1797, but soon resigned and returned home. 
Soon after he was chosen Judge of the Supreme Court 
of his State, which position he held for six years. 

When the war of 1812 with Great Britian com- 
menced, Madison occupied the Presidential chair. 
Aaron Burr sent word to the President that there was 
an unknown man in the West, Andrew Jackson, who 
would do credit to a commission if one were con- 
ferred upon him. Just at that time Gen. Jackson 
offered his services and those of twenty-five hundred 
volunteers. His offer was accepted, and the troops 
were assembled ot Nashville. 

As the British were hourly expected to make an at- 
tack upon New Orleans, where Gen. Wilkinson was 
in command, he was ordered to descend the river 
with fifteen hundred troops to aid Wilkinson. The 
expedition reached Natchez; and after a delay of sev- 
eral weeks there, without accomplishing anything, 
the men were ordered back to their homes. But the 
energy Gen. Jackson had displayed, and his entire 
devotion to the comrfort of his soldiers, won him 
golden opinions; and he became the most popular 
man in the State. It was in this expedition that his 
toughness gave him the nickname of “Old Hickory.” 

Soon after this, while attempting to horsewhip Col. 
Thomas H. Benton, for a remark that gentleman 
made about his taking a part as second in a duel, in 
which a younger brother of Benton's was engaged, 
he received two severe pistol wounds. While he was 
iingering upon a bed of suffering news came that the 
Indians, who had combined under Tecumseh from 
Florida to the Lakes, to exterminate the white set- 
tlers, were committing the most awful ravages. De- 
cisive action became necessary. Gen. Jackson, with 
his fractured bone just beginning to heal, his arm in 
a sling, and unable to mount his horse without assis- 
tance, gave his amazing energies to the raising of an 
army to rendezvous at Fayettesville, Alabama. 

The Creek Indians had established a strong fort on 
one of the bendsof the Tallapoosa River, near the cen- 
ter of Alabama, about fifty miles below Fort Strother. 
With an army of two thousand men, Gen. Jackson 


traversed the pathless wilderness in a march of eleven 
days. 
Horse-shoe, on the.27th of March. 1814. 


He reached their fort, called Tohopeka or 
The bend 
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of the river enclosed nearly one hundred acres of 
tangled forest and wild ravine. Across the narrow 
neck the Indians had constructed a formidable breast- 
work of logs and brush, Here nine hundred warriors, 
with an ample suply of arms were assembled 

The fort was stormed. The fight was utterly des- 
perate, Not an Indian would accept of quarter. When 
bleeding and dying, they would fight those who en- 
deavored to spare their lives, From ten in the morn- 
ing until dark, the battle raged. The carnage was 
awful and revolting. Some threw themselves into the 
river; but the unerring bullet struck their heads as 
they swam, Nearly everyone of the nine hundred war- 
rios were killed A few probably, in the night, swam 
the river and escaped, This ended the war, The 
power of the Creeks was broken forever. This bold 
plunge into the wilderness, with its terriffic slaughter, 
so appalled the savages, that the haggard remnants 
of the bands caine to the camp, begging for peace. 

This closing of the Creek war enabled us to con- 
centrate all our militia upon the British, who were the 
allies of the Indians No man of less resolute will 
than Gen. Jackson could have conducted this Indian 
campaign to so successful an issue Immediately he 
was appointed major-general, 

Late in August, with an army of two thousand 
men, on a rushing march, Gen. Jackson came to 
Mobile. A British fleet came from Pensacola, landed 
a force upon the beach, anchored near the little fort, 
and from both ship and shore commenced a furious 
assault. The battle was long and doubtful. At length 
one of the ships was blown up and the rest retired. 

Garrisoning Mobile, where he had taken his little 
army, he moved his troops to New Orleans, 
And the battle of New Orleans which soon ensued, 
was in reality a very arduous campaign. This won 
for Gen, Jackson an imperishable name. Here his 
troops, which numbered about four thousand men, 
won a signal victory over the British army of about 
nine thousand. His loss was but thirteen, while the 
loss of the British was two thousand six hundred. 


The name of Gen. Jackson soon began to be men- 
tioned in connection with the Presidency, but, in 1824, 
he was defeated by Mr. Adams. He was, however, 
successful in the election of 1828, and was re-elected 
for a second term in 1832. In 1829, just before he 
assumed the reins of the government, he met with 
the most terrible affliction of his life in the death of 
his wife, whom he had loved with a devotion which has 
perhaps never been surpassed. From the shock of 
her death he never recovered. 

His administration was one of the most memorable 
in the annals of our country; applaude? oy one party, 
condemned by the other. No man had more bitter 
enemies or warmer friends, At the expiration of his 
two terms of office he retired to the Hermitage, where 
he died June 8, 1845. The last years of Mr. Jack- 
son's life were that of a devoted Christian man, 
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ARTIN VAN BUREN, the | he went to the city of New York, and prosecuted his 
cighth President of the | studies for the seventh ycar, 
United States, was born at In 1303, Mr. Van Buren, then twenty-one years of 
| 
| 
i 
i 
i 
| 
| 
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Kinderhook, N. Y., Dec. 5, | age, commenced the practice of law in his native vil- 
1782. He died at the same | lage. The great conflict between the Federal and 
place, July 24, 1362. His | Republican party was then at its height. Mr. Van 
body rests in the cemetery | Buren was from the beginning a politician. He had, 
at Kinderhook, Above it is | perhaps, imbibed that spirit while listening to the 
a plain granite shaft fificen feet | many discussions which had been carried on in his 
high, bearing a simple inscription | father's hotel. He was in cordial sympathy with 
about half way up on one face. | Jefferson, and camestly and eloquently espoused the 
The lot is unfenced, unbordered cause of State Kights; though at that time the Fed- 
or unbounded by shrub or flower. eral party held the supremacy both in his town 
There is but little in the life of Martin Van Buren | and State 
of romantic interest. He fought no battles, engaged | His success and increasing ruputation led him 
in no wild adventures. Though his life was stormy in | after six years of practice, to remove to Hudson, th. 
political and intellectual conflicts, and he gained many | county seat of his county. Here he spent seven years 
signal victories, his days passed uneventful in those | constantiy gaining strength by contending in the 
incidents which give zest to biography, His an- | courts with some of the ablest men who have adorned 
cestors, as his name indicates, were of Dutch origin, | the bar of his State. 
and were among the earliest emigrants from Holland | Just before leaving Kinderhook for Hudson, Mi. 
to the banks of the Hudson. His father was a farmer, | Van Buren married a lady alike distinguished for 
residing in the old town of Kinderhook. His mother, | beauty and accomplishments. > After twelve short 
also of Dutch lineage, was a woman of superior intel- | years she sank into the grave, the victim of consump- 
ligence and exemplary picty. tion, leaving her husband and four sons to weep over 
K Ae was decidedly a precocious boy, developing un- | her loss. For twenty-five years, Mr. Van Buren was 
usual activity, vigor and strength of mind. At the | an eamest, successful, assiduous lawyer. The record 
age of fourteen, he had finished his academic studies | of those years is barren in items of public interest 


4 in his native village, and commenced the study of | In 1812, when thirty years of age, he was chosen to 
- aw. As he had not a collegiate education, seven the State Senate, and gave his strenuous eupport to 
i years of study in a law-office were required of him | Mr, Madison adminstration. In 1815, he was ap- 


4 lofty ambition, and conscious of his powers, he pur- | to Albany, the capital of the State. 
sued his studics with indefatigable industry. After While he was acknowledged as one of the most 
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selore he could be admitted to the bar. Inspired with i mee Attorney-General, and the next year moved 
Í 
spending six years in an office in bis native village, l p ominent leaders of the Democratic party, be had 


nn 


MARTIN VAN BUREN. 


— — — 


the moral courage to avow that true democracy did 
not require that “universal suffrage” which admits 
the vile, the degraded, the ignorant, to the right of 
governing the State. In true consistency with his 
democratic principles, he contended that, while the 
path leading to the privilege of voting should be open 
to every man without distinction, no one should be 
invested with that sacred prerogative, unless he were 
in some degree qualified for it by intelligence, virtue 
and some property interests in the welfare of the 
State. 

In 1821 he was elected a member of the United 
States Senate; and in the same year, he took a seat 
in the convention to revise the constitution of his 
native State. His course in this convention secured 
the approval of men of all parties. No one could 
doubt the singleness of his endeavors to promote the 
interests of all classes in the community. In the 
Senate of the United States, he rose at once to a 
conspicuous position as anactive and useful legislator. 

In 1827, John Quincy Adams being then in the 
Presidential chair, Mr. Van Buren was re-elected to 
che Senate. He had been from the beginning a de- 
:ermined opposer of the Administration, adopting the 
‘State Rights” view in opposition to what was 
deemed the Federal proclivities of Mr. Adams. 

Soon after this, in 1828, he was chosen Governorof 
the State of New York, and accordingly resigned his 
seat in the Senate. Probably no one in the United 
States contributed so much towards ejecting John Q. 
Adams from the Presidential chair, and placing in it 
Andrew Jackson, as did Martin Van Buren. Whether 
entitled to the reputation or not, he certainly was re- 
garded througnout the United States as one of the 
most skillful, sagacious and cunning of politicians, 
It was supposed that no one knew so well as he how 
to touch the secret springs of action; how to pull all 
the wires to put his machinery in motion; and how to 
organize a political army which would, secreily and 
stealthily accomplish the most gigantic results. By 
these powers it is said that he outwitted Mr. Adams, 
Mr, Clay, Mr. Webster, and secured results which 
few thought then could be accomplished. 

When Andrew Jackson was elected President he 
appointed Mr. Van Buren Secretary of State. This 
position he resigned in 1831, and was immediately 
appointed Minister to England, where he went the 
same autumn. The Senate, however, when it met, 
refused to ratify the nomination, and he returned 


home, apparently untroubled; was nominated Vice 
President in the place of Calhoun, at the re-election 
of President Jackson; and with smiles for all and 
frowns for none, he took his place at the head of that 
Senate which had refused to confirm his nomination 
as ambassador. 

His rejection by the Senate roused all the zeal of 
President Jackson in behalf of his repudiated favor- 
ite; and this, probably more than any other cause, 
secured his elevation to the chair of the Chief Execu 
tive. On the 20th of May, 1836, Mr. Van Buren re- 
ceived the Democratic nomination to succeed Gen. 
Jackson as President of the United States. He was 
elected by a handsome majority, to the delight of the 
retiring President. “Leaving New York out of the 
canvass,” says Mr. Parton, “the election of Mr. Van 
Buren to the Presidency was as much the act of Gen. 
Jackson as though the Constitution had conferred 
upon him the power to appoint a successor.” 

His administration was filled with exciting events. 
The insurrection in Canada, which threatened to in- 
volve this country in war with England, the agitation 
of the siavery question, and finally the great commer- 
cial panic which spread over the country, all were 
trials to his wisdom. The financial distress was at- 
tributed to the management of the Democratic party, 
and brought the President into such disfavor that he 
failed of re-election. > 

With the exception of being nominated for the 
Presidency by the “ Free Soil” Democrats, in 1848, 
Mr. Van Buren lived quietly upon his estate until 
his death. 

He had ever been a prudent man, of frugal habits, 
and living within his income, had now fortunately a 
competence for his declining years. His unblemished 
character, his commanding abilities, his unquestioned 
patriotism, and the distinguished positions which he 
had occupied in the government of our country, se- 
cured to him not only the homage of his party, but 
the respect ot the whole community. It was on the 
4th of March, 1841, that Mr. Van Buren retired from 
the presidency. From his fine estate at Lindenwald, 
he still exerted a powerful influence upon the politics 
of the country. From this time until his death, on 
the 24th of July, 1862, at the age of eighty years, he 
resided at Lindenwald, a gentleman of leisure, of 
culture and of wealth; enjoying in a healthy -old 


age, probably far.more happiness than he had before 
experienced amid the stormy scenes of his active life. 


FIRST PRESIDENT. 


HE Father of our Country was 
born in Westmorland Co., Va., 
Feb. 22, 1732. His parents 
were Augustine and Mary 
(Ball) Washington. The family 
to which he belonged has not 
been satisfactorily traced in 
England. His great-grand- 


father, John Washington, em- 
igrated to Virginia about 1657, 


and became a 

planter. He had two sons, 

Lawrence and John. The 
former married Mildred Warner 
and had three children, John, 
Augustine and Mildred. Augus- 
tine, the father of George, first 
married Jane Butler, who bore 
him four children, two of whom, 
Lawrence and Augustine, reached 
maturity. Of six children by his 
second marriage, George was the 
eldest, the others being Betty, 
Samuel, John Augustine, Charles 
and Mildred. 

Augustine Washington, the father of George, died 
in 1743, leaving a large landed property. To his 
eldest son, Lawrence, he bequeathed an estate on 
the Patomac, afterwards known as Mount Vernon, 
and to George he left the parental residence. George 
received only such education as the neighborhood 
schools afforded, save for a short time after he left 
school, when he received private instruction in 
mathematics, His spelling was rather defective. 


prosperous | 
| life, gaining experience which afterwards proved very 


Remarkable stories are told of his great physica. 
strength and development at an early age. He was 
an acknowledged leader among his companions, and 
was early noted for that nobleness of character, fair- 
ness and veracity which characterized his whole life. 

When George was 14 years old he had a desire to goto 
sea, and a midshipman’s warrant was secured for him, 
but through ‘the opposition of his mother the idea was 
abandoned. Two years later he was appointed 
surveyor to the immense estate of Lord Fairfax. In 
this business he spent three years in a rough frontier 


essential to him. In 1751, though only 19 years of 
age, he was appointed adjutant with the rank of 
major in the Virginia militia, then being trained for 
active service against the French and Indians. Soon 
after this he sailed to the West Indies with his brother 
Lawrence, who went there to restore his health. They 
soon returned, and in the summer of 1752 Lawrence 
died, leaving a large fortune to an infant daughter 
who did not long survive him. On her demise the 
estate of Mount Vernon was given to George. 

Upon the arrival of Robert Dinwiddie, as Lieuten- 


| ant-Governor of Virginia, in 1752, the militia was 
| reorganized, and the province divided into four mili- 


tary districts, of which the northern was assigned to 
Washington as adjutant general. Shortly after this 
a very perilous mission was assigned him and ac- 
cepted, which others had refused. This was to pro- 
ceed to the French post near Lake Erie in North- 
western Penusylvania. The distance to be traversed 
was between 500 and 600 miles. Winter was at hand, 
and the journey was to be made without military 
escort, through a territory occupied by Indians. The 
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rip was a perilous one, and several times he came near 
losing his life, yet he returned in safety and furnished 
a full and useful report of his expedition. A regiment 
of 300 men was raised in Virginia and put in com- 
mand of Col. Joshua Fry, and Major Washington was 
commissioned lieutenant-colonel. Active war was 
then begun against the French and Indians, in which 
Washington took a most important part. In the 
memorable event of July 9, 1755, known as Brad- 
dock's defeat, Washington was almost the only officer 
of distinction who escaped from the calamities of the 
day with life and honor. The other aids of Braddock 
were disabled early in the action, and Washington 
alone was left in that capacity on the field. In a letter 
to his brother he says: “I had four bullets through 
my coat, and two horses shot under me, yet I escaped 
unhurt, though death was leveling my companions 
on every side.” An Indian sharpshooter said he was 
not born to be killed by a bullet, for he had taken 
direct aim at him seventeen times, and failed to hit 
him. 

After having been five years in the military service, 
and vainly sought promotion in the royal army, he 
took advantage of the fall cf Fort Duquesne and the 
expulsion of the French from the valley of the Ohio, 
co resign his commission. Soon after he entered the 
Legislature, where, although not a leades, he took an 
active and important part. January 17, 1759, he 
married Mrs. Martha (Dandridge) Custis, the wealthy 
widow of John Parke Custis. 

When the British Parliament had closed the port 
»f Boston, the cry went up throughout the provinces 
that “The cause of Boston is the cause of us all.” 
It was then, at the suggestion of Virginia, that a Con- 
gress of all the colonies was called to meet at Phila- 
delphia, Sept. 5, 1774, to secure their common liberties, 
peaceably if possible. To this Congress Col. Wash- 
ington was sent as a delegate. On May 10, 1775, the 
Congress re-assembled, when the hostile intentions of 
England were plainly apparent. The battles of Con- 
cord and Lexington had been fought. Among the 
first acts of this Congress was the election of a com- 
mander-in-chief of the colonial forces. This high and 
responsible. office was conferred upon Washington, 
who was still a member of the Congress. He accepted 
it on June 19, but upon the express condition that he 
receive no salary. He would keep an exact account 
of expenses and expect Congress to pay them and 
nothing more. It is not the object of this sketch to 
trace the military acts of Washington, to whom the 
fortunes and liberties of the people of this country 
were so long confided. The war was conducted by 
him under every possible disadvantage, and while his 
forces often met with reverses, yet he overcame every 
obstacle, and after seven years of heroic devotion 
and matchless skill he gained liberty for the greatest 
nation of earth. On Dec. 23, 1783, Washington, in 
a parting address of surpassing beauty, resigned his 


commission as commander-in-chief of the army to 
to the Continental Congress sitting at Annapolis. He 
retired immediately to Mount Vernon and resumed 
his occupation as a farmer and planter, shunning all 
connection with public life. 

In February,1789, Washington was unanimously 
elected President. In his presidential career he was 
subject to the peculiar trials incidental to a new 
government; trials from lack of confidence on the par: 
of other governments; trials from want of harmony 
between the different sections of our own country; 
trials from the impoverished condition of the country, 
owing to the war and want of credit; trials from the 
beginnings of party strife. He was no partisan. His 
clear judgment could discern the golden mean; and 
while perhaps this alone kept our government from 
sinking at the very outset, it left him exposed to 
attacks from both sides, which were often bitter and 
very annoying. 

At the expiration of his first term he was unani- 
mously re-elected. At the end of this term many 
were anxious that he be re-elected, but he absolutely 
refused a third nomination. On the fourth of March, 
1797, at the expiraton of his second term as Presi- 
dent, he returned to his home, hoping to pass there 
his few remaining years free from the annoyances of 
public life. Later in the year, however, his repose 
seemed likely to be interrupted by war with France 
At the prospect of such a war he was again urged to 
take command of the armies. He chose his sul - 
ordinate officers and left to them the charge of mat- 
ters in the field, which he superintended from his 
home. In accepting the command he made the 
reservation that he was not to be in the field until 
it was necessary. In the midst of these preparations 
his life was suddenly cut off. December 12, he took 
a severe cold from a ride in the rain, which, settling 
in his throat, produced inflammation, and terminated 
fatally on the night of the fourteenth. On the eigh- 
teenth his body was borne with military honors to its 
final resting place, and interred in the family vault at 
Mount Vernon. 


Of the character of Washington it is impossible to 
speak but in terms of the highest respect and ad- 
miration. The more we see of the operations of 
our government, and the more deeply we feel the 
difficulty of uniting all opinions in a common interest, 
the more highly we must estimate the force of his tal- 
ent and character, which have been able to challenge 
the reverence of all parties, and principles, and na- 
tions, and to win a fame as extended as the limits 
of the globe, and which we cannot but believe will 
be as lasting as the existence of man. 

The person of Washington was unusally tan, erect 
and well proportioned. His muscular strength was 
great. His features were of a beautiful symmetry. 
He commanded respect without any appearance of 
haughtiness, and ever serious without heing dull, 
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OHN ADAMS, the second 
President and the first Vice- 
President of the United States, 


=. Quincy ),Mass., and about ten 
miles from Boston, Oct. 19, 


PAY o 1735. His great-grandfather, Henry’ 


Adams, emigrated from England 
about 1640, with a family of eight 
sons, and settled at Braintree. The 
parents of John were John and 
Susannah (Boylston) Adams. His 
father was a farmer of limited 
means, to which he added the bus- 
iness of shoemaking. He gave his 
eldest son, John, a classical educa- 

i tion at Harvard College. John 
graduated in 1755, and at once took charge of the 
school in Worcester, Mass. This he found but a 
“school of affliction,” from which he endeavored to 
gain relief by devoting himself, in addition, to the 
study of law. For this purpose he placed himself 
under the tuition of the only lawyer in the town. He 
had thought seriously of the clerical profession 
but seems to have been turned from this by what he 
termed “the frightful engines of ecclesiastical coun- 
Als, of diabolical malice, and Calvanistic good nature,” 
of the operations of which he had been a witness in 
his native town. He was well fitted for the legal 
profession, possessing a clear, sonorous voice, being 
ready and fluent of speech, and having quick percep- 
tive powers. He gradually gained practice, and in 
1764 married Abigail Smith, a daughter of a minister, 
and a lady of superior intelligence. Shortly after his 
marriage, (1765), the attempt of Parliamentary taxa- 
tion turned him from law to politics, He took initial 


steps toward holdin; a town meeting, and the resolu- 
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tions he offered on the subject became very popular 
throughout the Province, and were adopted word for 
word Ly over forty different towns. He moved to Bos. 
ton in 1768, and became one of the most courageous 
and prominent advocatesof the popular cause, and 
was chosen a member of the General Court (the Leg- 
lislature) in 1770. 

Mr. Adams was chosen one of the first delegates 
from Massachusetts to the first Continental Congress, 
which met in 1774. Here he distinguished himselt 
by his capacity for business and for debate, and ad- 
vocated the movement for independence against the 
majority of the members. In May, 1776, he moved 
and carried a resolution in Congress that the Colonies 
should assume the duties of self-government. He 
was a prominent member of the committee of ¡ve 
appointed June 11, to prepare a declaration of inde- 
pendence. This article was drawn by Jefferson, but 
on Adams devolved the task of battling it through 
Congress in a three days debate. 

On the day after the Declaration of Independence 
was passed, while his soul was yet warm with ths 
glow of excited feeling, he wrote a letter to his wife 
which, as we read it now; seems to have been dictated 
by the spirit of prophecy. “Yesterday,” he says, “the 
greatest question was decided that ever was debated 
in America; and greater, perhaps, never was or wil 
be decided among men. A resolution was passed 
without one dissenting colony, ‘ that these United 
States are, and of right ought to be, free and inde. 
pendent states.’ The day is passed. The fourth of 
July, 1776, will be a memorable epoch in the history 
of America. I am apt to believe it will be celebrated 
by succeeding generations, as the great anniversary 
festival. It ought to be commemorated as the day of 

deliverance by solemn acts of devotion to Almighty 
God, It ought to be solemnized with pomp, shows 
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games, sports, guns, bells, bonfires, and illuminations 
trom one end of the continent to the other, from this 
time forward for ever. You will think me transported 
with enthusiasm, but I am not. I am well aware of 
the toil, and blood and treasure, that it will cost to 
maintain this declaration, and support and defend 
these States; yet, through all the gloom, I can see the 
rays of light and glory. I can see that the end is 
worth more than all the means; and that posterity 
will triumph, although you and I may rue, which I 
hope we shall not.” 

In November, 1777, Mr. Adams was appointed a 
ddiegate to France, and to co-operate with Bemjamin 
Franklin and Arthur Lee, who were then in Paris, in 
the endeavor to obtain assistance in arms and money 
from the French Government. This was a severe trial 
to his patriotism, as it separated him from his home, 
compelled him to cross the ocean in winter, and ex- 
posed him to great peril of capture by the British cruis- 
ers, who were seeking him. He left France June 17, 
1779. In September of the same year he was again 
chosen to go to Paris, and there hold himself in readi- 
ness to negotiate a treaty of peace and of commerce 
with Great Britian, as soon as the British Cabinet 
might be found willing to listen to such proposels. He 
sailed for France in November, from there he went to 
Holland, where he negotiated important loans and 
formed important commercial treaties. 

Finally a treaty of peace with England was signed 
Jan. 21, 1783. The re-action from the excitement, 
toil and anxiety through which Mr. Adams had passed 
threw him into a fever. After suffering from a con- 
tinued fever and becoming feeble and emaciated he 
was advised to go to England to drink the waters of 
Bath. While in England, still drooping and despond- 
ing, he received dispatches from his own government 
urging the necessity of his going to Amsterdam to 
negotiate another loan. It was winter, his health was 
delicate, yet he immediately set out, and through 
storm, on sea, on horseback and foot,he made the trip. 


February 24, 1785, Congress appointed Mr. Adams 
envoy to the Court of St. James. Here he met face 
to face the King of England, who had so long re- 
garded him as a traitor. As England did not 
condescend to appoint a minister to the United 
States, and as Mr. Adams felt that he was accom- 
plishing but little, he sought permission to return to 
his own country, where he arrived in June, 1788. 

When Washington was first chosen President, John 
Adams, rendered illustiious by his signal services at 
home and abroad, was chosen Vice President. Again 
at the second election of Washington as President, 
Adams was chosen Vice President. in 1796, Wash- 
ington retired from public life, and Mr. Adams was 
elected President,though not without much opposition. 
Serving in this office four years,he was succeeded by 
Mr. Jefferson, his opponent in politics. 


While Mr. Adams was Vice President the grea‘ 


| emotion of gratitude and respect. 
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French Revolution shook the continent of Europe, 
and it was upon this point which he was at issue with 
the majority of his countrymen led by Mr. Jefferson. 
Mr. Adams felt no sympathy with the French people 
in their struggle, for he had no confidence in their 
power of self-government, and he utterly abhored the 
classof atheist philosophers who he claimed caused it. 
On the other hand Jefferson's sympathies were strongly 
enlisted in behalf of the French people. Hence or 
iginated the alienation between these distinguished 
men, and two powerful parties were thus soon orgar.- 
ized, Adams at the head of the one whose sympathies 
were with England and Jefferson led the other in 
sympathy with France. 

The world has seldom seen a spectacle of more 
moral beauty and grandeur, than was presented by the 
old age of Mr. Adams. The violence of party feeling 
had died away, and he had begun to receive that just 
appreciation which, to most men, is not accorded till 
after death. No one could look upon his venerable 
form, and think of what he had done and suffered, 
and how he had given up all the prime and strength 
of his life to the public good, without the deepest 
It was his peculiar 
good fortune to witness the complete success of the 
institution which he had been so active in creating and 
supporting. In 1824, his cup of happiness was filled 
to the brim, by seeing his son elevated to the highest 
station in the gift of the people. 

The fourth of July, 1826, which completed the half 
century since the signing of the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, arrived, and there were but three of the 
signers of that immortal instrument left upon the 
earth to hail its morning light. And, as it is 
well known, on that day two of these finished their 
earthly pilgrimage, a coincidence so remarkable as 
to seem miraculous. For a few days before Mr. 
Adams had been rapidly failing, and on the morniny 
of the fourth he found himself too weak to rise from 
his bed. On being requested to name a toast for the 
customary celebration of the day, he exclaimed “ In- 
DEPENDENCE FOREVER.” When the day was ushered 
in, by the ringing of bells and the firing of cannons, 
he was asked by one of his attendants if he knew 
what day it was? He replied, “O yes; it is the glor- 
ious fourth of July—God 1 it God bless you all.” 
In the course of the day he said, “It is a great and 
glorious day.” The last words he uttered werc, 
“ Jefferson survives.” But he had, at one o'clock, re- 
signed his spirit into the hands of his God. 


The personal appearance and manners of Mr. 
Adams were not particularly prepossessing. His face, 
as his portrait manifests,was intellectual ard expres 
sive, but his figure was low and ungraceful, and h. 
manners were frequently abrupt and uncourteous 
He had neither the lofty dignity of Washington, not 
the engaging elegance and gracefulness which marked 
the manners — address of Jefferson. 
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ly HOMAS JEFFERSON was 
born April 2, 1743, at Shad- 
well, Albermarle county, Va. 


His parents were Peter and 
Jane ( Randolph) Jefferson, 


the former a native of Wales, 
and the latter born in Lon- 
don. To them were born six 
daughters and two sons, of 
whom Thomas was the elder. 
When 14 years of age his 
father died. He received a 
most liberal education, hav- 
ing been kept diligently at school 
from the time he was five years of 
age. In 1760 he entered William 
end Mary College. Williamsburg was then the seat 
of the Colonial Court, and it was the obode of fashion 
and splendor. Young Jefferson, who was then 17 
years old, lived somewhat expensively, keeping fine 
horses, and much caressed by gay society, yet he 
was earnestly devoted to his studies, and irreproacha- 
able in his morals. It is strange, however, under 
such influences, that he was not ruined. In the sec- 
ond year of his college course, moved by some un- 
explained inward impulse, he discarded his horses, 
society, and even his favorite violin, to which he had 
previously given much time. He often devoted fifteen 
hours a day to hard study, allowing himself for ex- 
ercise only a run in the evening twilight of a mile out 
of the city and back again. He thus attained very 
high intellectual culture, alike excellence in philoso- 
phy and the languages. The most difficult Latin and 
Greek authors he read with facility. A more finished 
scholar has seldom gone forth from college halls; and 
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there was not to be found, perhaps, in all Virginia, a 
more pureminded, upright, gentlemanly young man. 
Immediately upon leaving college he began the 
study of law. For the short time he continued in the 
practice of his profession he rose rapidly and distin- 
guished himself by his energy and accuteness as a 
lawyer. But the times called for greater action. 
The policy of England had awakened the spirit of 
resistance of the American Colonies, and the enlarged 
views which Jefferson had ever entertained, soon led 
him into active political life. In 1769 he was choser 
a member of the Virginia House of Burgesses. In 
1772 he married Mrs. Martha Skelton, a very beauti- 
ful, wealthy and highly accomplished young widow 
Upon Mr, Jefferson’s large estate at Shadwell, there 
was a majestic swell of land, called Monticello, whick 
commanded a prospect of wonderful extent and 
beauty. This spot Mr. Jefferson selected for his new 
home; and here he reared a mansion of modest yet 
elegant architecture, which, next to Mount Vernon 
became the most distinguished resort in our land. 
In 1775 he was sent to the Colonial Congress. 
where, though a silent member, his abilities as a 
writer and a reasoner soon become known, and he 
was placed upon a number of important committees, 
and was chairman of the one appointed for the draw- 
ing up of a declaration of independence. This com- 
mittee consisted of Thoinas Jefferson, John Adams, 
Benjamin Franklin, Roger Sherman and Robert R. 
Livingston. Jefferson, as chairman, was appointed 
to draw up the paper. Franklin and Adams suggested 
a few verbal changes before it was submitted to Con- 
gress. On June 28, a few slight changes were made 
in it by Congress, and it was passed and signed July 
4, 1776. What must have been the feelings of that 
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man—what the emotions that swelled his breast— 
who was charged with the preparation of that Dec- 
laration, which, while it made known the wrongs of 
America, was also to publish her to the world, free, 
soverign, and independent. It is one of the most re- 
markable papers ever written; and did no other effort 
vf the mind of its author exist, that alone would be 
sufficient to stamp his name with immortality. 

In 1779 Mr. Jefferson was elected successor to 
Patrick Henry, as Governor of Virginia. At one time 
the British officer, Tarleton, sent a secret expedition to 
Monticello, to capture ‘the Governor. Scarcely five 
minutes elapsed after the hurried escape of Mr. Jef- 
ferson and his family, ere his mansion was in posses- 
sion of the British troops. His wife’s health, never 
very good, was much injured by this excitement, and 
in the summer of 1782 she died. 

Mr. Jefferson was elected to Congress in 1783. 
Two years later he was appointed Minister Plenipo- 
tentiary to France. Returning to the United States 
in September, 1789, he became Secretary of State 
in Washington’s cabinet. This position he resigned 
Jan. 1, 1794. In 1797, he was chosen Vice Presi- 


dent, and four years later was elected President over | 


Mr. Adams, with Aaron Burr as Vice President. In 
1804 he was re-elected with wonderful unanimity, 
and George Clinton, Vice President. 

The early part of Mr. Jefferson's second adminstra- 
tion was disturbed by an event which threatened the 
tranquility and peace of the Union; this was the con- 
spiracy of Aaron Burr. Defeated in the late election 
to the Vice Presidency, and led on by an unprincipled 
ambition, this extraordinary man formed the plan of a 
military expedition into the Spanish territories on our 
outhwestern frontier, for the purpose of forming there 
a new republic. This has been generally supposed 
was a mere pretext; and although it has not been 
generally known what his real plans were, there is no 
doubt that they were of a far more dangerous 
character. 


In 1809, at the expiration of the second term for 
which Mr. Jefferson had been elected, he determined 
to retire from political life. For a period of nearly 
forty years, he had been continually before the pub- 
ic, and all that time had been employed in offices of 
the greatest trust and responsibility. Having thus de- 
voted the best part of his life to the service of his 
country, he now felt desirous of that rest which his 
declining years required, and upon the organization of 
the new administration, in March, 1809, he bid fare- 
well forever to public life, and retired to Monticello. 


Mr. Jefferson was profuse in his hospitality. Whole 
families came in their coaches with their horses,— 
fathers and mothers, boys and girls, babies and 
nurses,—and remained three and even six months. 
Life at Monticello, for years, resembled that at a 
fashionable watering-place. 


The fourth of July, 1826, being the fiftieth anniver- 
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sary of the Declaration of American Independence, 
great preparations were made in every part of the 
Union for its celebration, as the nation’s jubilee, and 
the citizens of Washington, to add to the solemnity 
of the occasion, invited Mr. Jefferson, as the framer, 
and one of the few surviving signers of the Declara- 
tion, to participate in their festivities. But an ill- 
ness, which had been of several weeks duration, and 
had been continually increasing, compelled him to 
decline the invitation. 

On the second of July, the disease under which 
he was laboring left him, but insuch a reduced 
state that his medical attendants, entertained nc 
hope of his recovery. From this time he was perfectly 
sensible that his last hour was at hand. On the next 
day, which was Monday, he asked of those around 
him, the day of the month, and on being told it was 
the third of July, he expressed the earnest wish tha’ 
he might be permitted to breathe the air of the fiftieth 


| anniversary. His prayer was heard —that day, whose 


dawn was hailed with such rapture through our land, 
burst upon his eyes, and then ‘they were closed for- 
ever. And what a noble consummation of a noble 
life! To die on that day,—the birthday of a nation,- - 
the day which his own name and his own act had 
rendered glorious; to die amidst the rejoicings and 
festivities of a whole nation, who looked up to him, 
as the author, under God, of their greatest blessings, 
was all that was wanting to fill up the record his life. 

Almost at the same hour of his death, the kin- 
dred spirit of the venerable Adams, as if to bear 
him company, left the scene of his earthly honors. 


| Hand in hand they had stood forth, the champions of 


freedom; hand in hand, during the dark and desper- 
ate struggle of the Revolution, they had cheered and 
animated their desponding countrymen; for half a 
century they had labored together for the good of 
the country; and now hand in hand they depart. 
In their lives they had been united in the same great 
cause of liberty, and in their deaths they were not 
divided. 

In person Mr. Jefferson was tall and thin, rather 
above six feet in height, but well formed; his eyes 
were light, his hair originally red, in after life became 
white and silvery; his complexion was fair, his fore- 
head broad, and his whole courtenance intelligent and 
thoughtful. He possessed great fortitude of mind as 
well as personal courage; and zis command of tem- 
per was such that his oldest and most intimate friends 
never recollected to have seen him in a passion. 
His manners, though dignified, were simple and un- 
affected, and his hospitality was so unbounded that 
all found at his house a ready welcome. In conver- 
sation he was fluent, eloquent and enthusiastic; and 
his language was remarkably pure and correct. He 
was a finished classical scholar, and in his writings is 
discernable the care with which he formed his style 
upon the best models of antiquity. 
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ILLIAM HENRY HARRI- 
% SON, the ninth 
the United States, was born 
at Berkeley, Va., Feb. 9, 177 3. 
His father, Benjamin Harri- 


one of the most distinguished 
men of his day. He was an 
intimate friend of George 
Washington, was early elected 
a member of the Continental 
Congress, and was conspicuous 
among the patriots of Virginia in 
resisting the encroachments of the 
British crown. In the celebrated 
Congress of 1775, Benjamin Har- 
risen and John Hancock were 
both candidates for the office of 
speaker. 

Mr Harrison was subsequently 
chosen Governor of Virginia, and 
2 was twice re-elected. His son, 

i William Henry, of course enjoyed 
in childhood all the advantages which wealth and 
intellectual and cultivated society could give. Hav- 
ing received a thorough common-school education, he 
entered Hampden Sidney College, where be graduated 
with honor soon after the death of his father. He 
chen repaired to Philadelphia to study medicine under 
the instructions of Dr. Rush and the guardianship of 

!obert Morris, both of whom were, with his father, 
signers of the Declaration of Independence. 

Upon the outbreak of the Indian troubles, and not- 
withstanding the semonstrances of his friends, he 
abandoned his medical studies and entered the army, 
saving obtained a commission of Ensign from Presi- 


NINTH PRESIDENT. 


son, was in comparatively op- 
ulent circumstances, and was | 


dent Washington. 
President of | 


death he resigned his commission. 
pointed Secretary of the North-western Territory. This 
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He was then but 19 years old, 
From that time he passed gradually upward in rank 
until he became aid to General Wayne, after whose 
He was then ap- 


Territory was then entitled to but one member in 
Congress and Capt. Harrison was chosen to fill that 
position. 

In the spring of 1800 the North-western Territory 
was divided by Congress into two portions. The 
eastern portion, comprising the region now embraced 
in the State of Ohio, was called “ The Territory 
north-west of the Ohio.“ The western portion, which 
included what is now called Indiana, Illinois and 
Wisconsin, was called the “Indiana Territory.” Wil. 
liam Henry Harrison, then 27 years of age, was ap 
pointed by John Adams, Governor of the Indiana 
Territory, and immediately after, also Governor of 
Upper Louisiana. He was thus ruler over almost as 
extensive a realm as any sovereign upon the globe. He 
was Superintendent of Indian Affairs, and was in- 
vested with powers nearly dictatorial over the new 
rapidly increasing white population. The ability and 
fidelity with which he discharged these responsible 
duties may be inferred from the fact that he was four 
times appointed to this office—first by John Adams, 
twice by Thomas Jefferson and afterwards by Presi- 
dent Madison. 

Whenhe began his adminstration there were but 
three white settlementsin that almost boundless region, 
now crowded with cities and resounding with all the 
tumult of wealth and traffic. One of these settlements 
was on the Ohio, nearly opposite Louisville; one at 
Vincennes, on the Wabash, and the third a French 
settlement. ` 

The vast wilderness over which Gov. Harrison 
reigned was filled with many tribes of Indians. Abow 


the year 1806, two extraordinary mer, twin brothers, 
of the Shawnese tribe, rose among them. One of 
these was called Tecumseh, or “ The Crouching 
Panther;” the other, Olliwacheca, or “ The Prophet. 
Tecumseh was not only an Indian warrior, but a man 
of great sagacity, far-reaching foresight and indomit- 
able perseverance in any enterprise in which he might 
engage. He was inspired with the highest enthusiasm, 
and had long regarded with dread and with hatred 
the encroachment of the whites upon the hunting- 
grounds of his fathers. His brother, the Prophet, was 
anorator, who could sway the feelings of the untutored 
Indian as the gale tossed the tree-tops beneath which 
they dwelt. 

But the Prophet was not merely an orator: he was, 
in the superstitious minds of the Indians, invested 
with the superhuman dignity of a medicine-man or a 
magician, With an enthusiasm unsurpassed by Peter 
the Hermit rousing Europe to the crusades, he went 
from tribe to tribe, assuming that he was specially sent 
by the Great Spirit. 

Gov. Harrison made many attempts to conciliate 
the Indians, but at last the war came, and at Tippe- 
canoe the Indians were routed with great slaughter. 
October 28, 1812, his army began its march. When 
near the Prophet's town three Indlans of rank made 
their appearance and inquired why Gov. Harrison was 
approaching them in so hostile an attitude. After a 
short conference, arrangements were made fora meet- 
ing the next day, to agree upon terms of peace. 

But Gov. Harrison was too well acquainted with 
the Indian character to be deceived by such protes- 
tations. Selecting a favorable spot for his night's en- 
campment, he took every precaution against surprise. 
His troops were posted in a hollow square, and slept 
upon their arms. 

The troops threw themselves upon the ground for 
rest; but every man had his accourtrements on, his 
loaded musket by his side, and his bayonet fixed. The 
wakeful Governor, between three and four o'clock in 
the morning, had risen, and was sitting in conversa- 
tion with his aids by the embers of a waning fire. It 
was a chill, cloudy morning with a drizzling rain, In 
the darkness, the Indians had crept as near as possi- 
ble, and just then, with a savage yell, rushed, with all 
the desperation which superstition and passion most 
highly inflamed could give, upon the left flank of the 
little army. The savages had been amply provided 
with guns and ammunition by the English. Their 
war-whoop was accompained by a shower of bullets. 


The camp-fires were instantly extinguished, as the 
light aided the Indians in their aim. With hide- 
pus yells, the Indian bands rushed on, not doubting a 
speedy and an entire victory. But Gen. Harrison’s 
troops stood as immovable as the rocks around them 
until day dawned: they then made a simultaneous 
charge with the bayonet, and swept every thing be- 
fore them, and completely routing the foe, 
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Gov. Randes now had all his energies tasked 
to the utmost. The British descending from the Can - 
adas, were of themselves a very formidable force ; but 
with their savage allies, rushing like wolves from the 
forest, searching out every remote farm-house, burn- 
ing, plundering, scalping, torturing, the wide frontier 
was plunged into a state of consternation which even 
the most vivid imagination can but faintly conceive. 
The war-whoop was resounding everywhere in the 
forest. The horizon was illuminated with the conflagra- 
tion of the cabins of the settlers. Gen Hull had made 
the ignominious surrender of his forces at Detroit. 


Under these despairing circumstances, Gov. Harrison 


was appointed by President Madison commander-in - 
chief of the North-western army, with orders to retake 
Detroit, and to protect the frontiers. 

It would be difficult to place a man in a situation 
demanding more energy, sagacity and courage; but 
General Harrison was found equal to the position. 
and nobly and triumphantly did he meet all the re 
sponsibilities. 

He won the love of his soldiers by always sharing 
with them their fatigue. His whole baggage, while 
pursuing the foe up.the Thames, was carried in a 
valise; and his bedding consisted of a single blanke' 
lashed over his saddle Thirty-five British officers. 
his prisoners of war, supped with him after the battle 
The only fare he could give them was beef roasted 
before the fire, without bread or salt. 


In 1816, Gen. Harrison was chosen a member of 
the National House of Representatives, to represent 
the District of Ohio. In Congress he proved an 
active member; and whenever he spoke, it was with 
force of reason and power of eloquence, which arrested 
the attention of all the members. 


In 1819, Harrison was elected to the Senate of 
Ohio; and in 1824, as oneof the presidential electors 
of that State, he gave his vote for Henry Clay. The 
same year he was chosen tothe United States Senate. 

In 1836, the friends of Gen. Harrison brought him 
forward as a candidate for the Presidency againsı 
Van Buren, but he was defeated. At the close of 
Mr. Van Buren's term, he was re-nominated by his 
party, and Mr. Harrison was unanimously nominated 
by the Whigs, with John Tyler forthe Vice Presidency. 
The contest was very animated. Gen Jackson gave 
all his influence to prevent Harrison's election; bu’ 
his triumph was signal. 

The cabinet which he formed, with Daniel Webster 
at its head as Secretary of State, was one of the most 
brilliant with which any President had ever been 
surrounded. Never were the prospects of an admin- 
istration more flattering, or the hopes of the country 
more sanguine. In the midst of these bright and 


joyous prospects, Gen. Harrison was seized by a 
pleurisy-fever and after a few days of violent sick- 
ness, died on the 4th of Aprıl; just one month after 
his inauguration as President of the United States, 
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OHN TYLER, the tenth 
En Presidentof the United States. 


was the favored child of af- 


sition. At the early age of 
twelve, John entered William 
and Mary College and grad- 
uated with much honor when 
but seventeen years old. After 
. graduating, he devoted him- 
self with great assiduity to the 
study of law, partly with his 
father and partly with Edmund 
Randolph, one of the most distin- 
guished lawyers of Virginia. 


commenced the practice of law. 
His success was rapid and aston- 
ishing. It is said that three 
months had not elapsed ere there 
was scarcely a case on the dock- 
i et of the court in which he was 
»ot retained. When but twenty-one years of age, he 
was almost unanimously elected to a seat in the State 
Legislature. He connected himself with the Demo- 
cratic party, and warmly advocated the measures of 
Jefferson and Madison. For five successive years he 
was elected to the Legislature, receiving nearly the 
unanimous vote or his county. 
When but twenty-six years of age, he was elected 
a member of Congress. Here he acted earnestly and 
ably with the Democratic party, opposing a national 
bank, internal improvements by the General Govern- 


fluence and high social po- | 


At nineteen years of age, ne 
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ment, a protective tariff, and advocating a strict con- 


| struction of the Constitution, and the most careful 


He was born in Charles-city | 
Co., Va., March 29,1790. He | 


vigilance over State rights. His labors in Congress 
were so arduous that before the close of his second 
term he found it necessary to resign and retire to his 
estate in Charles-city Co., to recruit his health. He, 
however, soon after consented to take his seat in the 
State Legislature, where his influence was powerful 
in promoting public works of great utility. With a 
reputation thus canstantly increasing, he was chosen 
by a very large majority of votes, Governor of his 
native State. His administration was signally a suc- 
cessful one. His popularity secured his re-election. 

John Randolph, a brilliant, erratic, half-crazed 
man, then represented Virginia in the Senate of the 
United States. A portion of the Democratic party 
was displeased with Mr. Randolph's wayward course, 
and brought forward John Tyler as his opponent, 
considering him the only man in Virginia of sufficient 
popularity to succeed against the renowned orator of 
Roanoke. Mr. Tyler was the victor. 

In accordance with his professions, upon taking his 
seat in the Senate, he joined the ranks of the opposi- 
tion, He opposed the tariff; he spoke against and 
voted against the bank as unconstitutional; he stren- 
uously opposed all restrictions upon slavery, resist- 


‘ing all projects of internal improvements by the Gen- 


eral Government, and avowed his sympathy with Mr. 
Calhoun’s view of nullification; he declared that Gen. 
Jackson, by his opposition to the nullifiers, had 
abandoned the principles of the Democratic party. 
Such was Mr. Tyler's record in Congress,—a record 
in perfect accordance with the principles which he 
had always avowed. 

Returning to Virginia, he resumed the practice of 
his profession, There was a cplit in the Democratic 
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Jarty. 
iersonian, gave him a dinner, and showered compli- 
ments upon him. He had now attained the age of 
forty-six. His career had been very brilliant. In con- 
sequence of his devotion to public business, his pri- 
vate affairs had fallen into some disorder; and it was 
not without satisfaction that he resumed the practice 
of law, and devoted himself to the culture of his 
tation. Soon after this he removed to Williamsburg, 
for the better education of his children; and he again 
took his seat in the Legislature of Virginia. 

By the Southern Whigs. he was sent to the national 
convention at Harrisburg to nominate a President in 
:839. The majority of votes were given to Gen. Har- 
rison, a genuine Whig, much to the disappointment of 
the South, who wished for Henry Clay. To concili- 
ate the Southern Whigs and to secure their vote, the 
convention then nominated John Tyler for Vice Pres- 
ident. It was well known that he was not in sympa- 
thy with the Whig party in the No:th: but the Vice 
President has but very little power in the Govern- 
ment, his main and almost only duty being to pre- 
side over the meetings of the Senate. Thus it hap- 
pened that a Whig President, and, in reality, a 
Democratic Vice President were chosen. 

In 1841, Mr. Tyler was inaugurated Vice Presi- 
dent of the United States. In one short month from 
that time, President Harnson died, and Mr. Tyler 
thus Sund himself, to his own surprise and that of 
the whole Nation, an occupant of the Presidential 
chair. This was a new test of the stability of our 
institutions, as it was the first time in the history of our 
country that such an event had occured. Mr. Tyler 
was at home in Williamsburg when he received the 
unexpected tidings of the death of President Hari- 
son. He hastened to Washington, and on the 6th of 
27nl was inaugurated to the high and responsible 
office. He was placed in a position of exceeding 
delicacy and difficulty. All his long life he had been 

opposed to the main principles of the party which bad 
brought him into power. He had ever been a con- 
sistent, hone:t man, with an unblemished record. 
Gen. Harrison had selected a Whigcabinet. Should 
be retain them, and thus surround himself with coun- 
sellors whose views were antagonistic to his own? or, 
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His friends still regarded him as a true Jef- | 
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approve Of a biil drawn up upon such a plan as he 

Such a bill was accordingly prepared, and 
privately submitted to him. He gave it his approval 
It was passed without alteration, and he sent it back 
with his veto. Here commenced the open rupture. 
Itis said that Mr. Tyler was provoked to this meas- 
ure by a published letter from the Hon. John M. 
Botts, a distinguished Virginia Whig, who severely 
touched the pride of the President. 

The opposition now exultingly received the Presi- 
dent into their arms. The party which elected him 
denounced him bitterly. All the members of his 
cabinet, excepting Mr. Webster, resigned. The Whigs 
of Congress, both the Senate and the House, held a 
meeting and issued an address to the people of the 
United States, proclaiming that all — alliance 
between the Whigs and President Tyler were at 
an end. 

Still the President attempted to conciliate. Hc 
appointed a new calunet of distinguished Whigs and 
Conservatives, carefully leaving out all strong party 
men. Mr. Webster soon found it n to resign. 
forced out by the pressure of his Whig friends. Ins 
the four years of Mr. Tyler's unfortunate administra- 
tion passed sadly away. No one was satisfied. The 
land was filled with murmurs and vituperation. Whigs 


and Democrats alike assailed him. More and more. 


on the «her hand, should he tum against the party | 


which had elected kim and select a cabinet in har- 
mony sith himself, and which would oppose all those 
riews which the Whigs deemed essential to the pub- 
lic welfare? This was his fearful dilemma He in- 
vited the cabinet which Président Hafrison had 
selected to retain their seats He recommended a 
day of fasting and prayer, that God woald guide and 
bless us. 

The Whigs carried through Congress a ball for the 
incorporation of a fiscal bank of the United States. 
The President, after ten days delay, returned it with 
bis veto. He suzwested. however that he enald 


however, he brought himself into sympathy with hi. 
old friends, the Democrats, until at the close of his term, 
he gave his whole influence to the support of Mr. 
Polk, the Democratie candidate for his successor. 

On the 4th of March, 1845, he retired from th- 
harassments of office, tothe regret of neither party, ard 
probably to his own unspeakable relief. His first wife, 
Miss Letitia Christian, died in Washington, in 1842; 
and in June, 1844, President Tyler was again married, 
at New York, to Miss Julia Gardiner, a young lady of 
many personal and intellectual accomplishments. 

The remainder of his days Mr. Tyler passed mainly 
in retirement at his beautiful home,—Sheraood For- 
est, Charles city Co, Va. A polished gentleman in 
his manners, richly furnished with — from 
books and experience in the world, and possessing 
brilliant powers of conversation, his family circle was 
the scene of unssual attractions. With sufficient 
means for the exercise of a generous hospitality, he 
might have enjoyed a serene old age with the few 
friends who gathered around him, were it not for the 
storms of civil war which his own principles and 
policy had beiped to introduce. 


When the Rebellion mse. which the State 
nights and u ying doctrines of Mr. John C. Cal- 
houn had i 
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AMES K. POLK, the eleventh 
Waite President of the United States, 
} was born in Mecklenburg Co., 
N. C., Nov. 2, 1795. His par- 
ents were Samuel and Jane 
(Knox) Polk, the former a son 
of Col. Thomas Polk, who located 
at the above place, as one of the 
first pioneers, in 1735. 

In the year 1806, with his wife 
and children, and soon after fol- 
lowed by most of the members of 
the Polk famly, Samuel Polk emi- 
grated some two or three hundred 
miles farther west, to the rich valley 
of the Duck River. Here in the 
midst of the wilderness, in a region 
which was subsequently called Mau- 
ry Co., they reared their log huts, 
and established their homes. In the 
hard toil of a new farm in the wil- 
derness, James K. Polk spent the 
early years of his childhood and 
youth. His father, adding the pur- 
suit of a surveyor to thatof a farmer, 
gradually increased in wealth until 
he became one of the leading men of the region. His 
mother was a superior woman, of strong common 
sense and earnest piety. 

Very early in life, James developed a taste for 
reading and expressed the strongest desire to obtain 
a liberal education. His mother's training had made 
him methodical in his habits, had taught him punct- 
uality and industry, and had inspired him with lofty 
principles of morality. His health was frail; and his 
father, fearing that he might not be able to endure a 
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sedentary life, got a situation for him behind the 
counter, hoping to fit him for commercial pursuits. 
This was to James a bitter disappointment. He 
had no taste for these duties, and his daily tasks 
were irksome in the extreme. He remained in this 
uncongenial occupation but a few weeks, when at his 
earnest solicitation his father removed him, and made 
arrangements for him to prosecute his studies. Soon 
after he sent him to Murfreesboro Academy. With 
ardor which could scarcely be surpassed, he pressed 
forward in his studies, and in less than twoand a half 
years, in the autumn of 1815, entered the sophomore 
class in the University of North Carolina, at Chapel 
Hill. Here he was one of the most exemplary of 
scholars, punctual in every exercise, never allowing 


himself to be absent from a recitation or a religious 
service. 


He graduated in 1818, with the highest honors, bee 
ing deemed the best scholar of his class, both in 
mathematics and the classics. He was then twenty- 
three years of age. Mr. Polk’s health was at this 
time much impaired by the assiduity with which he 
had prosecuted his studies. After a short season of 
relaxation he went to Nashville, and entered the 
office of Felix Grundy, to study law. Here Mr. Polk 
renewed his acquaintance with Andrew Jackson, who 
resided on his plantation, the Hermitage, but a few 
miles .from Nashville. They had probably been 
slightly acquainted before. 

Mr. Polk's father was a Jeffersonian Republican, 
and James K. Polk ever adhered to the same politi- 
cal faith. He was a popular public speaker, and was 
constantly called upon to address the meetings of his 
party friends. His skill as a speaker was such that 
he was popularly called the Napoleon of the stump. 
He was a man of unblemished morals, genial and 
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sourterus in his bearing, and with that sympathetic 
nature in the joy s and griefs of others which ever gave 
him troops of friends. In 1823, Mr, Polk was elected 
to the Legislature of Tennessee. Here he gave his 
strong influence towards the election of his friend, 
Mr. Jackson, to the Presidency of the United States. 

In January, 1824, Mr. Polk married Miss Sarah 
Childress, of Rutherford Co., Tenn. His bride was 
altogether worthy of him,—a lady of beauty and cul- 
ture. In the fall of 1825, Mr. Polk was chosen a 
member of Congress. The satisfaction which he gave 
to his constituents may be inferred from the fact, that 
for fourteen successive years, until 1839, he was con- 
tinued in that office. He then voluntarily withdrew, 
only that he might accept the Gubernatorial chair 
of Tennessee. In Congress he was a laborious 
member, a frequent and a popular speaker. He was 
always in his seat, always courteous; and whenever 
he spoke it was always to the point, and without any 
ambitious rhetorical display. 

During five sessions of Congress, Mr. Polk was 
Speaker of the House Strong passions were roused, 
and stormy scenes were witnessed ; but Mr Polk per- 
formed his arduous duties to a very general satisfac- 
tion, and a unanimous vote of thanks to him was 
passed by the House as he withdrew on the 4th of 
March, 1839. 

In accordance with Southern usage, Mr. Polk, asa 
candidate for Governor, canvassed the State. He was 
elected by a large majority, and on the 14th of Octo- 
ber, 1839, took the oath of office at Nashville. In 1841, 
his term of office expired, and he was again the can- 
didate of the Democratic party, but was defeated. 

On the 4th of March, 1845, Mr. Polk was inaugur- 
ated President of the United States. The verdict of 
the country in favor of the annexation of Texas, exerted 
its influence upon Congress; and the last act of the 
administration of President Tyler was to affix his sig- 
nature to a joint resolution of Congress, passed on the 
3d of March, approving of the annexation of Texas to 
the American Union. As Mexico still claimed Texas 
as one of her provinces, the Mexican minister, 
Almonte, immediately demanded his passports and 
left the country, declaring the act of the annexation 
to be an act hostile to Mexico. 

In his first message, President Polk urged that 
Texas should immediately, by act of Congress, be re- 
ceived into the Union on the same footing with the 
other States. In the meantime, Gen. Taylor was sent 
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with an army into Texas to hold the country. He was 
sent first to Nueces, which the Mexicans said was the 
western boundary of Texas. Then he was sent nearly 
two hundred miles further west, to the Rio Grande, 
where he erected batteries which commanded the 
Mexican city of Matamoras, which was situated or 
the western banks. 

The anticipated collision soon took place, and wa: 
was declared against Mexico by President Polk. The 
war was pushed forward by Mr. Polk's administration 
with great vigor. Gen. Taylor, whose army was first 
called one of “observation,” then of “occupation, 
then of “invasion,” was sent forward to Monterey. The 
feeble Mexicans, in every encounter, were hopelessly 
and awfully slaughtered. The day of judgement 
alone can reveal the misery which this war caused. 
It was by the ingenuity of Mr. Polk's administration 
that the war was brought on. 

“To the victors belong the spoils.” Mexico was 
prostrate before us. Her capital was in our hands. 
We now consented to peace upon the condition that 
Mexico should surrender to us, in addition to Texas, 


all of New Mexico, and all of Upper and Lower Cal- 


ifornia. This new demand embraced, exclusive of 
Texas, eight hundred thousand square miles. This 
was an extent of territory equal to nine States of the 
size of New York. Thus slavery was securing eighteen 
majestic States to be added to the Union. There were 
some Americans who thought it all right: there were 
others who thought it all wrong. In the prosecution 
of this war, we expended twenty thousand lives and 
more than a hundred million of dollars. Of this 
money fifteen millions were paid to Mexico. 

On the 3d of March, 1849, Mr. Polk retired from 
office, having served one term. The next day was 
Sunday. On the sth, Gen. Taylor was inaugurated 
as his successor. Mr. Polk rode to the Capitol in the 
same carriage with Gen. Taylor; and the same even- 
ing, with Mrs. Polk, he commenced his return to 
Tennessee. He was then but fifty-four years of age. 
He had ever been strictly temperate in all his habits, 
and his health was good. With an ample fortune, 
a choice library, a cultivated mind, and domestic ties 
of the dearest nature, it seemed as though long years 
of tranquility and happiness were before him. But the 
cholera—that fearful scourge— was then sweeping up 
the Valley of the Mississippi. This he contracted, 
and died on the 15th of June, 1849, in the fiftv-fourth 
year of his age, greatly mourned by his countrymen, 
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ACHARY TAYLOR, twelfth 
President of the United States, 
a was born on the 24th of Nov., 
1784, in Orange Co., Va. His 
father, Colonel Taylor, was 
a Virginian of note, and a dis- 


the Revolution. When Zachary 
was an infant, his father with his 
wife and two children, emigrated 
to Kentucky, where he settled in 
the pathless wilderness, a few 
miles from Louisville. In this front- 
ier home, away from civilization and 
all its refinements, young Zachary 
could enjoy but few social and educational advan- 
tages. When six years of age he attended a common 
school, and was then regarded as a bright, active boy, 
rather remarkable for bluntness and decision of char- 
acter He was strong, feailess and self-reliant, and 
manifested a strong desire to enter the army to fight 
the Indians who were ravaging the frontiers. There 
is little to be recorded of the uneventful years of his 
childhood un his father’s large but lonely plantation. 
In 1808, his father succeeded in obtaining for him 
the commission of lieutenant in the United States 
army; and he joined ine troops which were stationed 
at New Orleans under Gen. Wilkinson. Soon after 
this he married Miss Margaret Smith, a young lady 
from one of the first families of Maryland. 
Immediately after the declaration of war with Eng- 
land, in 1812, Capt. Taylor (for he had then been 
promoted to that rank) was put in command of Fort 
Harrison, on the Wabash, about fifty miles above 
This fort had been built in the wilder- 
ness by Gen. Harrison,on his march to Tippecanoe. 
it was one of the first points of attack by the Indians, 
ed by Tecumseh. Its garrison consisted of a broken 
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and in large numbers, moved upon the fort. 


> tinguished patriot and soldier of 


company of infantry numbering fifty men, many of 
whom were sick. 

Early in the autumn of 1812, the Indians, stealthily, 
Their 
approach was first indicated by the murder of two 
soldiers just outside of the stockade. Capt. Taylor 
made every possible preparation to meet the antici- 
pated assault. On the 4th of September, a band of 
forty painted and plumed savages came to the fort, 
waving a white flag, and informed Capt. ‘Taylor that 
in the morning their chief would come to have a talk 
with him. It was evident that their object was merely 
to ascertain the state of things at the fort, and Capt. 
Taylor, well versed in the wiles of the savages, kept 
them at a distance. 

The sun went down; the savages disappeared, the 
garrison slept upon their arms. One hour before 
midnight the war whoop burst from a thousand lips 
in the forest around, followed by the discharge of 
musketry, and the rush of the foe. Every man, sick 
and well, sprang to his post. Every man knew that 
defeat was not merely death, but in the case of cap- 
ture, death by the most agonizing and prolonged tor- 
ture. No pen can describe, no immagination can 
conceive the scenes which ensued. The savages suc- 
ceeded in setting fire to one of the block-houses- 
Until six o'clock in the morning, this awful conflict 
continued. The savages then, baffled at every point, 
and gnashing their teeth with rage, retired. Capt. 
Taylor, for this galiant defence, was promoted to the 
rank of major by brevet. 

Until the close of the war, Major Taylor was placed 
in such situations that he saw but little more of active 
service. He was sent far away into the depthsof the 
wilderness, to Fort Crawford, on Fox River, which 
empties into Green Bay. 


Here there was but little 


to be done but to wear away the tedious hours as one 
best could. There were no books, no society, no in- 
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tellectual stimulus. Thus with him the unerenihl | hes 
years rolled on Gradually he rose to the rank of 
colonel. In the Black-Hawk war, which resulted in 
the capture of that renowned chieftain, Col ‘Taylor 
took a subordinate but a brave and efficient part. 

For twenty-four years Col. Taylor was engaged in 
the defence of the frontiers, in scenes so remote, and in 
employments so obscure, that his name was unknown 
beyond the limits of his own immediate acquaintance. 
In the year 1836, he was sent to Florida to compel 
the Seminole Indians to vacate that region and re- 
tire ‚beyond the Mississippi, as their chiefs by treaty, 
ac promised they should do. The services rendered 
here secured for Col. Taylor the high appreciation of 
the Government; and as a reward, he was elevated 
te the rank of brigadier-general by brevet; and soon 
after, in May, 1838, was appointed to the chief com- 
mand of the United States troops in Florida. 

After two years of such wearisome employment 
amidst the everglades of the peninsula, Gen. ‘Taylor 
obtained, at his own request, a change of command, 
„nd was stationed over the Department of the South- 
west. This field embraced Louisiana, Mississippi, 
Alabama and Georgia. Establishing his headquarters 
at Fort Jessup, in Louisiana, he removed his family 
to a plantation which he purchased, near Baton Rogue. 
Here he remained for five years, buried, as it were, 
from the world, but faithfully discharging every duty 

imposed upon him. 

In 1846, Gen. Taylor was sent to guard the land 
between the Nueces and Rio Grande, the latter river 
being the boundary of Texas, which was then claimed 
by the United States. Soon the war with Mexico 
was brought on, and at Palo Alto and Resaca de la 
Palma, Gen. Taylor won brilliant victories over the 
Mexicans. The rank of major-general by brevet 
was then conferred upon Gen. Taylor, and his name 
was received with enthusiasm almost everywhere in 
the Nation. Then came the battles of Monterey and 
Buena Vista in which he won signal victories over 
forces much larger than he commanded. 


His careless habits of dress and his unaffected 
simplicity, secured for Gen. Taylor among his troops, 
the sobriquet of Old Rough and Ready.’ 

The tidings of the brilliant victory of Buena Vista 

spread the wildest enthusiasm over the country. The 
name of Gen. Taylor was on every one’s lips. The 
Whig party decided to take advantage of this wonder- 
ful popularity in bringing forward the unpolished, un- 

“red, honest soldier as their candidate for the 
£ -residency. Gen. Taylor was astonished at the an- 
nouncement, and for a time would not listen to it; de- 
claring that he was not atal! qualified for such an 
nftice. So little interest had he taken in politics that, 
for forty years, he had net cast a vote. - It was not 
withont chagrin that several distinguished statesmen 
who had been long years in the public service found 
I sir claims set sede in behalf of one whose name 
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had never been heard of, save in connection with Palo 
Alto, Resaca de la Palma, Monterey and Buena 
Vista. Itis said that Daniel Webster, in his haste re- 
marked, “ It is a nominatıon not fit to be made.” 

Gen. “Taylor was not an eloquent speaker nor a fine 
wnter His friends took possession of him, and pre- 
pared such few communications as it was needful 
should be presented to the public. The popularity of 
the successful warrior swept the land. He was tri- 
umphantly elected over two opposing candidates,— 
Gen. Cass and Ex-President Martin Van Buren. 
Though he selected an excellent cabinet, the good 
old man found himself in a very uncongenial position, 
and was, at times, sorely perplexed and harassed. 
His mental sufferings were very severe, and probably 
tended to hasten his death. The pro-slavery party 
was pushing its claims with tireless energy, expedi- 
tions were fitting out to capture Cuba; California was 
pleading for admission to the Union, while slavery 
stood at the door to bar her out. Gen. Taylor found 
the political conflicts in Washington to be far more 
trying to the nerves than battles with Mexicans or 
Indians 


In the midst of all these troubles, Gen. Taylor, 
after he had occupied the Presidential chair but little 
over a year, took cold, and after a brief sickness of 
but little over five days, died on the gth of July, 1850. 
His last words were, I am not afraid to die. I am 
ready. I have endeavored todo my duty.” He died 
universally respected and beloved. An honest, un- 
pretending man, he had been steadily growing in the 
affections of the people; and the Nation bitterly la- 
mented his death. 

Gen. Scott, who was thoroughly acquainted with 
Gen. Taylor, gave the following graphic and truthful 
description of his character: —“ With a good store of 
common sense, Gen. Taylor's mind had not been en- 
larged and refreshed by reading, or much converse 
with the world. Rigidity of ideas was the conse- 
quence. The frontiers and small military posts had 
been his home. Hence he was quite ignorant for his 
rank, and quite bigoted in his ignorance. His sim- 
plicity was child-like, and with innumerable preju- 
dices, amusing and incorrigible, well suited to the 
tender age. Thus, if a man, however respectable, 
chanced to wear a coat of an unusual color, or his hat 
a little on one side of his head; or an officer to leave 
a corner of his handkerchief dangling from an out- 
side pocket,—in any such case, this critic held the 
offender to be a coxcomb (perhaps something worse), 
whom he would not, to use his oft repeated phrase, 

touch with a pair of tongs.’ 


“Any allusion to literature beyond good old Dil- 
worth's spelling-book, on the part of one wearing a 
sword, was evidence, with the same judge, of utter 
unfitness for heavy marchings and combats. In short 
few men have ever had a more comfortair. "m. 
saving contempt for learnirg of every kind. 
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THIRTEENTH PRESIDENT. 


ILLARD FILLMORE, thi:- 
teenth President of the United 
States, was born at Summer 
Hill, Cayuga Co., N. Y., on 
the 7th of January, 1800. His 
father was a farmer, and ow- 


cumstances. Of his mother, the 
daughter of Dr. Abiathar Millard, 
of Pittsfield, Mass., it has been 
said that she possessed an intellect 
of very high order, united with much 
personal loveliness, sweetness of dis- 
position, graceful manners and ex- 
quisite sensibilities. She died in 
1831; having lived to see her son a 

I young man of distinguished prom- 
ise, though she was not permitted to witness the high 
dignity which he finally attained. 

In consequence of the secluded home and limited 
means of his father, Millard enjoyed but slender ad- 
vantages for education in his early years. The com- 
mon schools, which he occasionally attended were 
very imperfect institutions; and books were scarce 
and expensive. There was nothing then in his char- 
acter to indicate the brilliant career upon which he 
was about to enter. He was a plain farmer's boy; 
intelligent, good- looking, kind-hearted. The sacred 
influences of home had taught him to revere the Bible, 
and had laid the foundations of an upright character. 
When fourteen years of age, his father sent him 
some hundred miles from home, to the then wilds of 
Livingston County, to learn the trade of a clothier. 
Near the mill there was a small villiage, where some 
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enterprising man had commenced the collection of a 
village library. This proved an inestimable blessing 
to young Fillmore. His evenings were spent in read- 
ing. Soon every leisure moment was occupied with 
books. His thirst fur knowledge became insatiate 
and the selections which he made were continually 
more elevating and instructive. He read history, 
biography, oratory, and thus gradually there was en- 
kindled. in his heart a desire to be something more 
than a mere worker with his hands; and he was be- 
coming, almost unknown to himself, a well-informed, 
educated man. 

The young clothier had now attained the age of 
nineteen years, and was of fine personal appearance 
and of gentlemanly demeanor. It so happened that 
there was a gentleman in the neighborhood of ample 
pecuniary means and of benevolence,—Judge Walter 
Wood,—who was struck with the prepossessing an- 
pearance of young Fillmore. He made his acquaint- 
ance, and was so much impressed with his ability and 
attainments that he advised him to abandon his 
trade and devote himself to the study of the law. The 
young man replied, that he had no means of his own, 
no friends to help him and that his previous educa- 
tion had been very imperfect. But Judge Wood had 
so much confidence in him that he kindly offered to 
take him into his own office, and to loan him such 
money as he needed. Most gratefully the generous 
offer was accepted. 

There is in many minds a strange delusion about 
a collegiate education. A young man is supposed te 
be liberally educated if he has graduated at some col- 
lege. But many a boy loiters through university halls 
and then enters a law office, who is by no means as 
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well prepared to prosecute his legal studies as was 
Millard Fillmore when he graduated at the clothing- 
mill at the end of four years of manual labor, during 
which every leisure moment had been devoted to in- 
tense mental culture. 

In 1823, when twenty-three years of age, he was 
admitted to the Court of Common Pleas, He then 
went to the village of Aurora, and commenced the 
practice of law. In this secluded, peaceful region, 
his practice of course was limited, and there was no 
opportunity for a sudden rise in fortune or in fame. 
Here, in the year 1826, he married a lady of great 
moral worth, and one capable of adorning any station 
she might be called to fill,—Miss Abigail Powers. 

His elevation of character, his untiring industry, 
his legal acquirements, and his skill as an advocate, 
gradually attracted attention; and he was invited to 
enter into partnership under highly advantageous 
circumstances, with an elder member of the bar in 
Buffalo. 
he took his seat in the House of Assembly, of the 
State of New York, as a representative from Erie 
County. Though he had never taken a very active 
part in politics, his vote aud his sympathies were with 
the Whig party. The State was then Democratic, 
and he found himself in a helpless minority in the 
Legislature, still the testimony comes from all parties, 
that his courtesy, ability and integrity, won, to a very 
unusual degree the respect of his associates. 

In the autumn of 1832, he was elected to a seat in 
the United States Congress. He entered that troubled 
arena in some of the most tumultuous hours of our 
national history. The great conflict respecting the 
national bank and the removal of the deposits, was 
then raging. 

His term of two years closed; and he returned to 
his profession, which he pursued with increasing rep- 
utation and success, After a lapse of two years 
he again became a candidate for Congress; was re- 
elected, and took his seat in 1837. His past expe- 
rience as a representative gave him stsength and 
confidence. The first term of service in Congress to 
any man can be but little more than an introduction. 
He was now prepared for active duty. ' All his ener- 
gies were brought to bear upon the public good. Every 
measure received his impress. 

Mr. Fillmore was now a man of wide repute, and 
his popularity filled the State, and in the year 1847, 
he was elected Comptroller of the State. 


Just before removing to Buffalo, in 1829, 


Mr. Fillmore had attained the age of forty-seven 
years. His labors at the bar, in the Legislature, in 
Congress and as Comptroller, had given him very con- 
siderable fame. The Whigs were casting about to 
find suitable candidates for President and Vice-Presi- 
dent at the approaching election. Far away, on the 
waters of the Rio Grande, there was a rough old 
soldier, who had fought one or two successful battles 
with the Mexicans, which had caused his name to be 
proclaimed in trumpet-tones all over the land. But 
it was necessary to associate with him on the same 
ticket some man of reputation as a statesman. 

Under the influence of these considerations, the 
namesof Zachary Taylor and Millard Fillmore became 
the rallying-cry of the Whigs, as their candidates for 
President and Vice-Peesident. The Whig ticket was 
signally triumphant. On the 4th of March, 1849, 
Gen. Taylor was inaugurated President, and Millard 
Fillmore Vice-President, of the United States. 

On the gth of July, 1850, President Taylor, but 
about one year and four months after his inaugura 
tion, was suddenly taken sick and died. By the Con- 
stitution, Vice-President Fillmore thus became Presi- 
dent. He appointed a very able cabinet, of which 
the illustrious Daniel Webster was Secretary of State. 

Mr. Fillmore had very serious difficulties to contend 
with, since the opposition had a majority in both 
Houses. He did everything in his power to conciliate 
the South; but the pro-slavery party in the South felt 
the inadequacy of all measuresof transient conciliation, 
The population of the free States was so rapidly in- 
creasing over that of the slave States that it was in- 
evitable that the power of the Government should 
soon pass into the hands of the free States. The 
famous compromise measures were adopted under Mr, 
Fillmcre’s adminstration, and the Japan Expedition 
was sent out. On the 4th of March, 1853, Mr. Fill. 
more, having served one term, retired. 

In 1856, Mr. Fillmore was nominated for the Pres. 
idency by the “Know Nothing ” party, but was beaten 
by Mr. Buchanan. After that Mr. Fillmore lived in 
retirement. During the terrible conflict of civil war, 
he was mostly silent. It was generally supposed that 
his sympathies were rather with those who were en- 
deavoring to overthrow our institutions. President 
Fillmore kept aloof from the conflict, without any 
cordial words of cheer to the one party or the other. 


He was thus forgotten by both. He lived to a ripe 
old age, and died in Buffalo. N. Y., March 8, 1874 


FOURTEENTH PRESIDENT 


RANKLIN PIERCE, the 
16% fourteenth President of the 
lá” United States, was born in 
Hillsborough, N. H., Nov. 
23, 1804. His father was a 
Revolutionary soldier, who, 
with his own strong arm, 
hewed out a home in the 
wilderness. He was a man 
of inflexible integrity; of 
strong, though uncultivated 
mind, and an uncompromis- 
ing Democrat. The mother of 
Franklin Pierce was all that a son 
i could desire, — an intelligent, pru- 
dent, affectionate, Christian wom- 

an. Franklin was the sixth of eight children. 

Franklin was a very bright and handsome boy, gen- 
erous, warm-hearted and brave. He won alike the 
love of old and young. The boys on the play ground 
loved him. His teachers loved him. The neighbors 
dooked upon him with pride and affection. He was 
by instinct a gentleman; always speaking kind words, 
doing kind deeds, with a peculiar unstudied tact 
which taught him what was agreeable. Without de- 
veloping any precocity of genius, or any unnatural 
devotion to books, he was a good scholar; in body, 
in mind, in affections, a finely-developed boy. 

When sixteen years of age, in the year 1820, he 
entered Bowdoin College, at Brunswick, Me He was 
one of the most popular young men in the college. 
The purity of his moral character, the unvarying 
courtesy of his demeanor, his rank as a scholar, and 
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genial nature, rendered him a universal favorite. 
There was something very peculiarly winning in his 
address, and it was evidently not in the slightest de- 
gree studied: it was the simple outgushing of his 
own magnanimous and loving nature, 

Upon graduating, in the year 1824, Franklin Pierce 
commenced the study of law in the office of Judge 
Woodbury, one of the most distinguished lawyers of 
the State, and a man of great private worth. The 
eminent social qualities of the young lawyer, his 
father's prominence as a public man, and the brilliant 
political career into which Judge Woodbury was en- 
tering, all tended to entice Mr. Pierce into the faci- 
nating yet perilous path of political life. With all 
the ardor of his nature he espoused the cause of Gen. 
Jackson for the Presidency. He commenced the 
practice of law in Hillsborough, and was soon elected 
to represent the town in the State Legislature. Here 
he served for four years. The last two years he was 
chosen speaker of the house by a very large vote. 

In 1833, at the age of twenty-nine, he was elected 
a member of Congress. Without taking an active 
part in debates, he was faithful and laborious in duty 
and ever rising in the estimation of those with whom 
he was associatad. 

In 1837, being then but thirty-three years of age, 
he was elected to the Senate of the United States; 
taking his seat just as Mr. Van Buren commenced 
his administration. He was the youngest memberin 
the Senate. In the year 1834, he married Miss Jane 
Means Appleton, a lady of rare beauty and accom- 
plishments, and one admirably fitted to adorn every 
station with which her husband was honored. Of the 
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three sons who were born to them, all now sleep with 
their parents in the grave. 

In the year 1838, Mr. Pierce, with growing fame 
and increasing business as a lawyer, took up his 
residence in Concord, the capital of New Hampshire. 
President Polk, upon his accession to office, appointed 
Mr. Pierce attorney-general of the United States; but 
the offer was declined, in consequence of numerous 
professional engagements at home, and the precariuos 
state of Mrs. Pierce's health. He also, about the 
same time declined the nomination for governor by the 
Democratic party. The war with Mexico called Mr. 
Pierce in the army. Receiving the appointment of 
brigadier-general, he embarked, with a portion of his 
troops, at Newport, R. I., on the 27th of May, 1847. 
He took an important part in this war, proving him- 
self a brave and true soldier. 

When Gen. Pierce reached his home in his native 
State, he was received enthusiastically by the advo- 
cates of the Mexican war, and coldly by his oppo- 
nents. He resumed the practice of his profession, 
very frequently taking an active part in political ques- 
tions, giving his cordial support to the pro-slavery 
wing of the Democratic party. The compromise 
measures met cordially with his approval; and he 
strenuously advocated the enforcement of the infa- 
mous fugitive-slave law, which so shocked the religious 
sensibilities ofthe North. He thus became distin- 
guished as a “Northern man with Southern principles.” 
The strong partisans of slavery in the South conse- 
quently regarded him as a man whom they could 
safely trust in office to carry out their plans. 

On the 12th of June, 1852, the Democratic conven- 
tion met in Baltimore to nöminkte a candidate for the 
Presidency. For four days they continued in session, 
and in thirty-five ballotings no one had obtained a 
two-thirds vote. Not a vote thus far had been thrown 
for Gen. Pierce. Then the Virginia delegation 
brought forward his name. There were fourteen 
more ballotings, during which Gen. Pierce constantly 
gained strength, until, at the forty-ninth ballot, he 
received two hundred and eighty-two votes, and all 
other candidates eleven. Gen. Winfield Scott was 
the Whig candidate. Gen. Pierce was chosen with 
great unanimity. Only four States—Vermont, Mas- 
sachusetts, Kentucky and Tennessee—cast their 
electoral votes against him Gen. Franklin Pierce 
was therefore inaugurated President of the United 
States on the 4th of March, 1853. 
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His administration proved one of the most stormy our 
country had ever experienced. The controversy be 

tween slavery and freedom was then approaching its 
culminating point. It became evident that there was 
an “irrepressible conflict“ between them, and that 
this Nation could not long exist “ half slave and half 
free.” President Pierce, during the whole of his ad- 
ministration, did every thing he could to conciliate 
the South; but it was all in vain. The conflict every 
year grew more violent, and threats of the dissolution 
of the Union were borne to the North on every South- 
ern breeze. 

Such was the condition of affairs when President 
Pierce approached the close of his four-years’ term 
of office. The North had become thoroughly alien- 
ated from him. ‘The anti-slavery sentiment, goaded 
by great outrages, had been rapidly increasing; all 
the intellectual ability and social worth of President 
Pierce were forgotten in deep reprehension of his ad- 
ministrative acts. The slaveholders of the South, also, 
unmindful of the fidelity with which he had advo- 
cated those measures of Government which they ap- 
proved, and perhaps, also, feeling that he had 
rendered himself so unpopular as no longer to be 
able acceptably to serve them, ungratefully dropped 
him, and nominated James Buchanan to succeed him. 

On the 4th of. March, 1857, President Pierce re- 
tired to his home in Concord. Of three children, two 
had died, and his only surviving child had been 
kilied before his eyes by a railroad accident; and his 
wife, one of the most estimable and accomplished of 
ladies, was rapidly sinking in consumption. The 
hour of dreadful gloom soon came, and he was left 
alone in the world, without wife or child. 

When the terrible Rebellion burst forth, which di- 
vided our country into two parties, and two only, Mr. 
Pierce remained steadfast in the principles which he 
had always cherished, and gave his sympathies to 
that pro-slavery party with which he had ever been 
allied. He declined to do anything, either by voice 
or pen, to strengthen the hand of the National Gov- 
ernment. He continued to reside in Concord until 
the time of his death, which occurred in October, 
1869. He was one of the most genial and social of 
men, an honored communicant of the Episcopai 
Church, and one of the kindest of neighbors. Gen 
erous to a fault, he contributed liberally for the al 
leviation of suffering and want, and many of his towns 
people were often gladened by his material bounty 
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AMES BUCHANAN, the fif- 
teenth President of the United 
Statcs, was born in a small 
frontier town, at the footof the 
eastern ridge of the Allegha- 
nies, in Franklin Co., Penn., on 
the 23d of April, 1791. The place 
where the humble cabin of his 
father stood was called Stony 
Batter. It wild and ro- 
mantic spot in a gorge of the moun- 
tains, with towering summits rising 
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grandly all around. His father 
Y was a native of the north of Ireland; 
a poor man, who had emigrated in 
i 1783, with little property save his 


own strong arms. Five years afterwards he married 
Elizabeth Spear, the daughter of a respectable farmer, 
and, with his young bride, plunged into the wilder- 
ness, staked his claim, reared his log-hut, opened 

clearing with his axe, and settled down there to per- 
form his obscure part in the drama of life. In this se- 
cluded home, where James was born, he remained 
for eight years, enjoying but few social or intellectual 
advantages. When James was eight years of age, his 
father removed to the village of Mercersburg, where 
his son was placed at school, and commenced a 
course of study in English, Latin and Greek. His 
progress was rapid, and at the age of fourteen, he 
entered Dickinson College, at Carlisle. Here he de- 
veloped remarkable taient, and took his stand among 
the first scholars in the institution, His application 
to study was intense, and yet his native powers en- 
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abled him to master the most abstruse subjects wi ` 


facility. 

In the yeat 1809, he graduated with the highest 
honors of his class. He was then eighteen years of 
age; tall and graceful, vigorous in health, fond of 
athletic sport, an unerring shot, and enlivened with 
an exuberant flow of animal spirits. He immediately 
commenced the study of law in the city of Lancaster, 
and was admitted to the bar in 1812, when 
but twenty-one years of age. 
in his profession, and at once took undisputed stand 
with the ablest lawyers of the State. When but 
twenty-six years of age, unaided by counsel, he suc- 
cessfully defended before the State Senate ore of the 
judges of the State, who was tried upon articles of 
impeachment. At the age of thirty it was generally 
admitted that he stood at the head of the bar; and 
there was no Jawyer in the State who had a more lu- 
crative practice, 

In 1820, he reluctantly consented to run as a 
candidate for Congress. He was elected, and for 
ten years he remainedga member of the Lower House. 
During the vacations of Congress, he occasionally 
tried some important case. In 1831, he retired 
altogether from the toils of his profession, having ac- 
quired an ample fortune. 

Gen. Jackson, upon his elevation to the Presidency, 
appointed Mr. Buchanan minister to Russia. The 
duties of his mission he performed with ability, which 
gave satisfaction to all parties. Upon his return, in 
1833, he was elected to a seat in the United States 
Senate. He there met, as his associates, Webster, 
Clay, Wright and Calhoun. He advocated the meas- 
ures proposed by President jackson, of making repri- 


he was 


Very rapidly he rose 
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sals against France, to enforce the payment of our | ciples, consistently oppose the State-rights party in 


claims against that country; and defended the course 
ofthe President in his unprecedented and wholesale 
removal from office of those who were not the sup- 
porters of his administration. Upon this question he 
was brought into direct collision with Henry Clay. 
He also, with voice and vote, advocated expunging 
from the journal of the Senate the vote of censure 
against Gen. Jackson for removing the deposits. 
Earnestly he opposed the abolition of slavery in the 
District of Columbia, and urged the prohibition of the 
circulation of anti-slavery documents by the United 
States mails. 

As to petitions on the subject of slavery, he advo- 
cated that they should be respectfully received; and 
that the reply should be returned, that Congress had 
no power to legislate upon the subject. Congress,” 
said he, “might as well undertake to interfere with 
slavery under a foreign government as in any of the 
States where it now exists.” 

Upon Mr. Polk's accession to the Presidency, Mr. 
Buchanan became Secretary of State, and as such, 
took his share of the responsibility in the conduct of 
ihe Mexican War. Mr. Polk assumed that crossing 
the Nueces by the American troops into the disputed 
territory was not wrong, but forthe Mexicans to cross 
the Rio Grande into that territory was a declaration 
of war. No candid man can read with pleasure the 
account of the course our Government pursued in that 
movement 

Mr. Buchanan identified himself thoroughly with 
the party devoted to the perpetuation and extension 
of slavery, and brought all the energies of his mind 
to bear against the Wilmot Proviso. He gave his 
cordial approval to the compromise measures of 1350, 
which included the fugitive-slave law. Mr. Pierce, 
upon his election to the Presidency, honored Mr. 
Buchanan with the mission to England. 

In the year 1856, a national Democratic conven- 
tion nominated Mr. Buchanan forthe Presidency. The 
political conflict was one of the most severe in which 
our country has ever engaged. All the friends of 
slavery were on one side; all the advocates of its re- 
striction and final abolition, on the other. Mr. Fre- 
mont, the candidate of the enemies of slavery, re- 
veived 114 electoral votes. Mr. Buchanan received 

174, and was elected. The popular vote stood 
1,340,618, for Fremont, 1,224,750 for Buchanan. On 
March 4th, 1857, Mr. Buchanan was inaugurated. 

Mr. Buchanan was far advanced in life. Only four 
ears were wanting to fill up his threescore years and 
ten. His own friends, those with whom he had been 


allied in political principles and action for years, were 
seeking the destruction of the Government, that they 
might rear upon the ruins of our free institutions a 
nation whose corner-stone should be human slavery. 
In this emergency, Mr. Buchanan was hopelessly be- 
wildered He could not, with his long-avowed prin- 
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their assumptions. As President of the United States, 
bound by his oath faithfully to administer the laws. 
he could not, without perjury of the grossest kind, 
unite with those endeavoring to overthrow the repub- 
lic. He therefore did nothing. 

The opponents of Mr. Buchanan's administration 
nominated Abraham Lincoln as their standard bearer 
in the next Presidential canvass. The pro-slavery 
party declared, that if he were elected, and the con- 
trol of the Government were thus taken from their 
hands, they would secede from the Union, taking 
with them, as they retired, the National Capitol at 
Washington, and the lion's share of the territory of 
the United States. 

Mr. Buchanan's sympathy with the pro-slavery 
party was such, that he had been willing to offerthem 
far more than they had ventured to claim, All the 
South had professed to ask of the North was non- 
intervention upon the subject of slavery. Mr. Bu- 
chanan had been ready to offer them the active co- 
operation of the Government to defend and extend 
the institution. 

As the storm increased in violence, the slaveholders 
claiming the right to secede, and Mr. Buchanan avow- 
ing that Congress had no power to prevent it, one of 
the most pitiable exhibitions of governmental im- 
becility was exhibited the world has ever seen. He 
declared that Congress had no power to enforce its 
laws in any State which had withdrawn, or which 
was attempting to withdraw from the Union. This 
was not the doctrine of Andrew Jackson, when, with 
his hand upon his sword hilt, he exclaimed. “ The 
Union must and shall be preserved!” 

South Carolina seceded in December, 1860; nearly 
three months before the inauguration of President 
Lincoln. Mr. Buchanan looked on in listless despair. 
The rebel flag was raised in Charleston; Fort Sumpter 
was besieged; our forts, navy-yards and arsenals 
were seized; our depots of military stores were plun- 
dered ; and our custom-houses and post- offices were 
appropriated by the rebels. 

The energy Of the rebels, and the imbecility of our 
Executive, were alike marvelous. The Nation looked 
on in agony, waiting for the slow weeks to glide away, 
and close the administration, so terrible in its weak- 
ness At length the long-looked-for hour of deliver- 
ance came, when Abraham Lincoln was to receive the 
scepter. r 

The administration of President Buchanan was 
certainly the most calamitous our country has ex- 
perienced. His best friends canrot recall it with 
pleasure. And still more deplorable it is for his fame, 
that in that dreadful conflict which rolied its billows 
of flame and blood over our whole land, no word came 
from his lips to indicate his wish t. at our country's 

banner should triumph over the flag of the rebellion 
He died at his Wheatland retreat, June r, 1868. 
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BRAHAM LINCOLN, the 
AM) sixteenth President of the 
United States, was born in 
Hardin Co., Ky., Feb. 12, 
1809. About the year 1780, a 
man by the name of Abraham 
Lincoln left Virginia with his 


wilds of Kentucky. Only two years 
after this emigration, still a young 
man, while working one day in a 
field, was stealthily approached by 
an Indianandshot dead. His widow 
was left in extreme poverty with five 
little children, three boys and two 
girls. Thomas, the youngest of the 
boys, was four years of age at his 
father's death. This Thomas was 
the father of Abraham Lincoln, the 
President of the United States 
whose name must henceforth forever be enrolled 
with the most prominent in the annals of our world. 


Of course no record has been kept of the life 
of one so lowly as Thomas Lincoln. He was among 
the poorest of the poor. His home was a wretched 
log-cabin; his food the coarsest and the meanest. 
Education he had none; he could never either read 
or write. As soon as he was able to do anything for 
himself, he was compelled to leave the cabin of his 
starving mother, and push out into the world, a friend- 
ess, wandering boy, seeking work. He hired him- 
self out, and thus spent the whole of his youth as a 
borer in the fields of others. 

When twenty-eight years of age he built a log- 
cabin of his own, and married Nancy Hanks, the 
daughter of another family of poor Kentucky emi- 
grants, who had also come from Virginia. Their 
second child was Abraham Lincoln, the subject of 
this sketch. The mother of Abraham was a noble 
woman, gentle, loving, pensive, created to adorn 
a palace, doomed to toil and pine, and die in a hovel, 
“All that I am, or hope to be,” exclaims the grate- 
ful son “1 owe to my angel-mother. ” 


When he was eight years of age, his father sold his 
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cabin and small farm, and moved to Indiana Wher- 
two years later his mother died. 

Abraham soon became the scribe of the uneducated 
community around him. He could not have had a 
better school than this to teach him to put thoughts 
into words. He also became an eager reader. The 
books he could obtain were few; but these he ‘ead 
and re-read until they were almost committed te 
memory. 

As the years rolled on, the lot of this lowly family 
was the usual lot of humanity. There were joys ana 
griefs, weddings and funerals. Abraham's sister 
Sarah, to whom he was tenderly attached, was mat 
ried when a child of but fourteen years of age, anc 
soon died. The family was gradually scattered. Mr 
Thomas Lincoln sold out his squatter's claim in 1830 
and emigrated to Macon Co., III. 

Abraham Lincoln was then twenty-one years of age. 
With vigorous hands he aided his father in rearing 
another log-cabin. Abraham worked diligently at this 
until he saw the family comfortably settled, and their 
small lot of enclosed prairie planted with corn, when 
he announced to his father his intention to leave 
home, and to go out into the world and seck his for- 
tune, Little did he or his friends imagine how Dril- 
liant that fortune was to be. He saw the value ot 
education and was intensely earnest to improve his 
mind to the utmost of his power He saw the ruin 
which ardent spirits were causing, and became 
strictly temperate; refusing to allow a drop of intoxi- 
cating liquor to pass his lips. And he had read in 
God's word, Thou shalt not take the name of the 
Lord thy God in vain;“ and a profane expression he 
was never heard to utter. Religion he revered. His 
morals were pure, and he was uncontaminated by a 
single vice. 

Young Abraham worked for a time as a hired labore: 
among the farmers. Then he went to Springfield, 
where he was employed in building a large flat-boat 
In this he took a herd of swine, floated them down 
the S angamon to the Illinois, and thence by the Mis. 
sissippi to New Orleans. Whatever Abraham Lin- 
coln undertook, he performed so faithfully as to give 
great satisfacticn to his employers. In this adven 


80 ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 


— u — — 


ture his employers were so well pleased, — upon 
his return they placed a store and mill under his care, 
In 1832, at the outbreak of the Black Hawk war, he 
enlisted and was chosen captain of a company. He 
returned to Sangamon County, and although only 23 
years of age, was a candidate for the Legislature, but 
was defeated. He soon after received from Andrew 
Jackson the appointment of Postmaster of New Salem, 
His only post-office was his hat. All the letters he 
received he carried there ready to deliver to those 
he chanced to meet. He studied surveying, and soon 
made this his business. In 1834 he again became a 
candidate for the Legislature, and was elected Mr. 
Stuart, of Springfield, advised him to study law. He 
walked from New Salem to Springfield, borrowed of | 
Mr. Stuart a load of books, carried them back and 
began his legal studies. When the Legislature as- 
sembled he trudged on foot with his pack on his back 
one hundred miles to Vandalia, then the capital. In 
1836 he was re-elected to the Legislature. Here it 
was he first met Stephen A. Douglas. In 1839 he re- 
moved to Springfield and began the practice of law. 
His success with the jury was so great that he was 
coon engaged in almost every noted casc in the circuit. 


In 1854 the great discussion began between Mr. 
Lincoln and Mr, Douglas, on the slavery question. 


and merciful man, especially by the slaveholders, was 
greater than upon any other man ever elected to this 
high position. In February, 1861, Mr. Lincoln started 
for Washington, stopping in all the large cities on his 
way making speeches, ‘The whole journey was frought 
with much danger. Many of the Southern States had 
already seceded, and several attempts at assassination 
were afterwards brought to light. A gang in Balti- 
more had arranged, upon his arrival to“ get up a row,” 
and in the confusion to make sure of his death with 
revolvers and hand-grenades. A detective unravelled 
the plot. A secret and special train was provided to 
take him from Harristurg, through Baltimore, at ar 
unexpected hour of the night. The train started at 
half-past ten; and to prevent auy possible communi- 
cation on the part ot the Secessionists with their Con- 
federate gang in Baltimore, as soon as the train haa 
started the telegraph-wires were cut. Mr. Lincoln 
reached W ashington i in safety and was inaugurated, 
although great anxiety was felt by all loyal people 

In the selection of his cabinet Mr. Lincoln gave 
to Mr. Seward the Department of State, and to other 
prominent opponents before the convention he gave 
important positions. 
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During no other administration have the duties 
devolving upon the President been so manifold, and 
In the organization of the Republican party in Illinois, | the responsibilities so great, as those which fell to 
in 1856, he took an active part, and at once became | the lot of President Lincoln. Knowing this, and 
one of the leaders in that party. Mr. Lincoln’s feeling his own weakness and inability to meet, and in 
speeches in opposition to Senator Douglas in the con- | hisown strength to cope with, the difficulties, he 
test in 1858 for a seat in the Senate, form a most | learned early to seek Divine wisdom and guidance in 
notable part of his history. The issue was on the determining his plans, and Divine comfort in all his 
ilavery question, and he took the broad ground of | trials, both personal and national. Contrary to his 
he Declaration of Independence, that all men are | own estimate of himself, Mr. Lincoln was one of the 
created equal. Mr. Lincoln was defeated in this con- | most courageous of men. He went directly into the 
test, but won a far higher prize. rebel capital just as the retreating foe was leaving, 
The great Republican Convention met at Chicago | with no guard but a few sailors. From the time he 
on the 16th of June, 1860. The delegates and | had left Springfield, in 1861, however, plans had been 
strangers who crowded the city amounted to twenty- | made for his assassination,and he at last fell a victim 
five thousand. An immense building called “The | tooneof them. April 14, 1865, he, with Gen. Grant, 
Wigwam,” was reared to accommodate the Conven- | was urgently invited to attend Fords’ Theater. It 
tion. There were eleven candidates for whom votes | was announced that they would Le present. Gen. 
were thrown. William H. Seward, a man whose fame | Grant, however, left the city. President Lincoin, feel. 
as a statesman had long filled the land, was the most | ing, with his characteristic kindliness of heart, that 
prominent. It was generally supposed he would be | it would be a disappointment if he should fail them, 
the nominee. Abraham Lincoln, however, received | very reluctantly cunsented to go. While listening to 
the nomination on the third ballot. Little did he then | the play an actor by the name of John Wilkes Booth 
dream of the weary years of toil and care, and the | entered the box where the President and family were 
bloody death, to which that nomination doomed him: | seated, and fired a bullet into his brains. He died the 

and as little did he dream that he was to render services | next morning at seven o'clock. 
to his country, which would fix upon him the eyes of Never before, i in the history of the world was a nation 
the whole civilized world, and which would give him | plunged into such deep grief by the death of its ruler. 
a place i in the affections ‘of his countrymen, second Strong men met in the streets and wept in speechless 
cnly, if second, to that of Washington. anguish. It is not too much to say that a nation was 
Election day came and Mr. Lincoln received 180 ¡ in tears. His was a life which will fitly become a 


electoral votes out of 203 cast, and was, therefore, | model. His name as the savior of his country well 
constitutionally elected President of the United States. 
The tirade of abuse that was poured upon this good 


live with that of Washington’s, its father; his cosntry- 


men being unable to decide which is the greater 
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NDREW JOHNSON, seven- 

6, teenth President of the United 
States. The early life of 
Andrew Johnson contains but 

the record of poverty, destitu- 

tion and friendlessness. He 

Y was born December 29, 1808, 
in Raleigh, N. C. His parents, 
belonging to the class of the 


“poor whites ” of the South, were | 


in such circumstances, that they 


est advantages of education upon 

their child. When Andrew was five 

| years of age, his father accidentally 

lost his life while herorically endeavoring to save a 

friend from drowning. ndl ten years of age, Andrew 

was a ragged boy about the streets, supported by the 

labor of his mother, who obtained her living with 
her own hands. 

He then, having never attended a school one day, 
and being unable either to read or write, was ap- 
prenticed to a tailor in his native town. A gentleman 
was in the habit of going to the tailor's shop occasion- 
ally, and reading to the boys at work there, He often 
read from the speeches of distinguished British states- 
men. Andrew, who was endowed with a mind of more 
than ordinary native ability, became much interested 
in these speeches; his ambition was roused, and he 
was inspired with a strong desire to learn to read. 

He accordingly applied himself to the alphabet, and 


with the assistance of some of his fellow-workmen, | 


earned his letters. He then called upon the gentle- 
man to borrow the book of speeches, The owner, 
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pleased with his zeal, not only gave him the book 
but assisted him in learning to combine the letters 
into words. Under such difficulties he pressed or. 
ward laboriously, spending usually ten or twelve hours 


| at work in the shop, and then robbing himself of rest 


and recreation to devote such time as he could to 
reading. 

He went to Tennessee in 1826, and located at 
Greenville, where he married a young lady who pus 
sessed some education. Under her instructions he 


| learned to write and cipher. He became prominent 
could not conftr = ren the slight- | 


in the village debating society, and a favorite with 


| the students of Greenville College. In 1828, he or 


ganized a working man's party, which elected him 
alderman, and in 1830 elected him mayor, which 
position he held three years. 

He now began to take a lively interest in political 
affairs; identifying himself with the working-classes, 
to which he belonged. In 1835, he was elected a 
member of the House of Representatives of Tennes- 
see. He was then just twenty-seven years of age. 
He became a very active member of the legislature 
gave his adhesion to the Democratic party, and in 
1840 “stumped the State,” advocating Martin Van 
Buren's claims to the Presidency, in opposition to thos, 
of Gen. Harrison. In this campaign he acquired much 
readiness as a speaker, and extended and increased 
his reputation. 

In 1841, he was elected State Senator; in 1843, he 
was elected a member of Congress, and by successive 
elections, held that important post for ten years. In 
1853, he was elected Governor of Tennessee, and 


was re-elected in 1855. In all these responsible posi- 
tions, he discharged his duties with distinguished abi. 
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ity, and proved himself the warm friend of the work- 
ing classes. In 1857, Mr. Johnson was elected 
United States Senator. 

Years before, in 1845, he had warmly advocated 
the annexation of Texas, stating however, as his 
reason, that he thought this annexation would prob- 
ably prove “to be the gateway out of which the sable 
sons of Africa are to pass from bondage to freedom, 
and become merged in a population congenial to 
themselves.” In 1850, he also supported the com- 
promise measures, the two essential features of which 
were, that the white people of the Territories should 
be permitted to decide for themselves whether they 
would enslave the colored people or not, and that 
the ‘ree States of the North should return to the 
Souih persons who attempted to escape from slavery. 


Mr. Johnson was never ashamed of his lowly origin: 
on the contrary, he often took pride in avowing that 
he owed his distinction to his own exertions. “Sir,” 
said he on the floor of the Senate, “I do not forget 
that I am a mechanic; neither do I forget that Adam 
was a tailor and sewed fig-leaves, and that our Sav- 
ior was the son of a carpenter.” 

In the Charleston-Baltimore convention of 18, ne 
was the choice of the Tennessee Democrats for the 
Presidency. In 1861, when the purpose of the South- 
zrn Democracy became apparent, he took a decided 
stand in favor of the Union, and held that “ slavery 
must be held subordinate to the Union at whatever 
cost.”. He returned to Tennessee, and repeatedly 
imperiled his own life to protect the Unionists of 
Tennesee. Tennessee having seceded from the 
Union, President Lincoln, on March 4th, 1862, ap- 
pointed him Military Governor of the State, and he 
established the most stringent military rule. His 
numerous proclamations attracted wide attention. In 
1864, he was elected Vice-President of the United 
States, and upon the death of Mr. Lincoln, April 15, 
1865, became President. In a speech two days later 
he said, “The American people must be taught, if 
they do not already feel, that treason is a crime and 
must be punished; that the Government will not 
always bear with its enemies; that it is strong not 
only to protect, but to punish, * The people 
must understand that it (treason) is the blackest of 
crimes, and will surely be punished.” Yet his whole 
administration, the history of which is so well known, 
was in utter inconsistency with, and the most violent 


opposition to, the principles laid down in that speech. 

In his loose policy of reconstruction and general 
amnesty, he was opposed by Congress; and he char- 
acterized Congress as a new rebellion, and Jawlessly 
defied it, in everything possible, to the utmost. In 
the beginning of 1868, on account of “high crimes 
and misdemeanors,” the principal of which was the 
removal of Secretary Stanton, in violation of the Ten- 
ure of Office Act, articles of impeachment were pre- 
ferred against him, and the trial began March 23. 


It was very tedious, continuing for nearly three 
months. A test article of the impeachment was at 
length submitted to the court forits action. It was 
certain that as the court voted upon that article so 
would it vote upon all. Thirty-four voices pronounced 
the President guilty. As a two-thirds vote was neces- 
sary to his condemnation, he was pronounced ac- 
quitted, notwithstanding the great majority against 
The change of one vote from the not guilty 
side would have sustained the impeachment. 


him. 


The President, for the remainder of his term, was 
but little regarded. He continued, though impotently, 
his conflict with Congress. His own party did not 
think it expedient to renominate him for the Presi- 
dency. The Nation rallied, with enthusiasm unpar- 
alleled since the days of Washington, around the name 
of Gen. Grant. Andrew Johnson was forgotten 
The bullet of the assassin introduced him to the 
President's chair. Notwithstanding this, never was 
there presented to a man a better opportunity to im- 
mortalize his name, and to win the gratitude of a 
nation, He failed utterly. He retired to his home 
in Greenville, Tenn., taking no very active part in 
politics until 1875. On Jan. 26, after an exciting 
struggle, he was chosen by the Legislature of Ten- 
nessee, United States Senator in the forty-fourth Con- 
gress, and took his seat in that body, at the speciai 
session convened by President Grant, on the sth of 
March. On the 27th of July, 1875, the ex-President 
made a visit to his daughter's home, near Carter 
Station, Tenn. When he started on his journey, he was 
apparently in his usual vigorous health, but on reach- 
ing the residence of his child the following day, was 
stricken with paralysis, rendering him unconscious. 
He rallied occasionally, but finally passed away at 
2 A.M., July 31, aged sixty-seven years. His fun- 
eral was attended at Geenville,on the 3d of August, 
with every demonstration of respect. 
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LYSSES S. GRANT, 
y eighteenth President of the 
United States, was born on 
the 29th of April, 1822, of 
Christian parents, in a humble 
home, at Point Pleasant, on the 
banks of the Ohio. Shortly after 
his father moved to George- 
town, Brown Co., O. In this re- 
mote frontier hamlet, 
received a common-school edu- 


Ulysses 


IX © cation. At the age of seven- 
A teen, in the year 1839, he entered 
the Military Academy at West 
Point. Here he was regarded as a 
solid, sensible young man of fair abilities, and of 
sturdy, honest character. He took respectable rank 
as a scholar. In June, 1843, he graduated, about the 
middle in his class, and was sent as lieutenant of in- 
fantry to one of the distant military posts in the Mis- 
souri Territory. Two years he past in these dreary 
solitudes, watching the vagabond and exasperating 
Indians. 

The war with Mexico came. Lieut. Grant was 
sent with his regiment to Corpus Christi. His first 
battle was at Palo Aito. There was no chance here 
for the exhibition of either skill or heroism, nor at 
Resaca de la “alma, his second battle. At the battle 
of Montere., his third engagement, it is said that 
he performed a signal service of daring and skillful 
horsemanship. His brigade had exhausted its am- 
munition. A messenger must be sent for more, along 
a route exposed to the bullets of the foe. 
Grant, adopting an expedient learned of the Indians, 
grasped the mane of his horse, and hanging upon one 
side of the anireal, ran the gauntlet in entire safety. 


the , 


Lieut, | 


From Monterey he was sent, with the fourth infantry, 
to aid Gen. Scott, at the siege of Vera Cruz. In 
preparation for the march to the city of Mexico, he 
was appointed quartermaster of his regiment. At the 
battle of Molino del Rey, he was promoted to a 
first lieutenancy, and was brevetted captain at Cha- 
pultepec. 

At the close of the Mexican War, Capt. Grant re- 
turned with his regiment to New York, and was again 
sent to one of the military posts on the frontier. The 
discovery of gold in California. causing an immense 
tide of emigration to flow to the Pacific shores, Capt. 
Grant was sent with a battalion to Fort Dallas, in 
Oregon, for the protection of the interests of the im- 
migrants. Life was wearisome in those wilds. Capt. 
Grant resigned his commission and returned to the 
States; and having married, entered upon the cultiva- 
tion of a small farm near St. Louis, Mo. He had but 
little skill as a farmer. Finding his toil not re- 
munerative, he turned to mercantile life, entering into 
the leather business, with a younger brother, at Ga- 
lena, Ill. This was in the year 1860. As the tidings 
of the rebels firing on Fort Sumpter reached the ears 
of Capt. Grant in his counting-room, he said,— 
“Uncle Sam has educated me for the army: though 
I have served him through one war, I do not feel that 
I have yet repaid the debt. I am still ready todiseharge 
my obligations, I shall therefore buckle on my sword 
and see Uncle Sam through this war too.” 

He went into the streets, raised a company of vol- 
unteers, and led them as their captain to Springfield, 
the capital of the State, where their services were 
offered to Gov. Yates. The Governor, impressed by 
the zeal and straightforward executive ability of Capt. 
Grant, gave him a desk in his office, to assist in the 
volunteer organization that was being formed in the 
State in behalf of the Government. On the 15th of 
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June, 1861, Capt. Grant received a commission as 
Colonel of the Twenty-first Regiment of Illinois Vol- 
unteers. His merits as a West Point graduate, who 
had served for 15 years in the regular army, were such 
that he was soon promoted to the rank of Brigadier- 
General and was placed in command at Cairo. The 
rebels raised their banner at Paducah, near the mouth 
of the Tennessee River. Scarcely had its folds ap- 
peared in the breeze ere Gen. Grant was there. The 
rebels fled. Their banner fell, and the star and 
stripes were unfurled in its stead. 

He entered the service with great determination 
and immediately began active duty. This was the be- 
ginning, and until the surrender of Lee at Richmond 
he was ever pushing the enemy with great vigor and 
effectiveness. At Belmont, a few days later, he sur- 
prised and routed the rebels, then at Fort Henry 
won another victory. Then came the brilliant fight 
at Fort Donelson. The nation was electrified by the 
victory, and the brave leader of the boys in blue was 
immediately made a Major-General, and the military 
district of Tennessee was assigned to him. 


Like all great captains, Gen. Grant knew well how 


to secure the results of victory. He immediately 
pushed on to the enemies” lines. Then came the 
terrible battles of Pittsburg Landing, Corinth, and the 
siege of Vicksburg, where Gen. Pemberton made an 
unconditional surrender of the city with over thirty 
thousand men and one-hundred and seventy-two can- 
non. The fall of Vicksburg was by far the most 
severe blow which the rebels had thus far encountered, 
and opened up the Mississippi from Cairo to the Gulf. 

Gen. Grant was next ordered to co-operate with 
Gen. Banks in a movement upon Texas, and pro- 
ceeded to New Orleans, where he was thrown from 
his horse, and received severe injuries, from which he 
was laid up for months. He then rushed to the aid 
of Gens. Rosecrans and Thomas at Chattancoga, and 
by a wonderful series of strategic and technical meas- 
ures put the Union Army in fighting condition. Then 
followed the bloody battles at Chattanooga, Lookout 
Mountain and Missionary Ridge, in which the rebels 
were routed with great loss. This won for him un- 
bounded praise in the North. On the 4th of Febru- 
ary, 1864, Congress revived the grade of lieutenant- 
general, and the rank was conferred on Gen. Grant. 
He repaired to Washington to receive his credentials 
and enter upor the duties of his new office 


Gen. Grant decided as soon as he took charge of 
the army to concentrate the widely-dispersed National 
troops for an attack upon Richmond, the nominal 
capital of the Rebellion, and endeavor there to de- 
stroy the rebel armies which would be promptly as- 
sembled from all quarters for its defence. The whole 
continent seemed to tremble under the tramp of these 
majestic armies, rushing to the decisive battle field. 
Steamers were crowded with troops. Railway trains 
were burdened with closely packed thousands. His 
plans were comprehensive and involved a series of 
campaigns, which were executed with remarkable en- 
ergy and ability, and were consummated at the sur- 
render of Lee, April 9, 1865. 

The war was ended. The Union was saved. The 
almost unanimous voice of the Nation declared Gen. 
Grant to be the most prominent instrument in its sal- 
vation. The eminent services he had thus rendered 
the country brought him conspicuously forward as the 
Republican candidate for the Presidential chair. 

At the Republican Convention heid at Chicago. 
May 21, 1868, he was unanimously nominated for the 
Presidency, and at the autumn election received a 
majority of the popular vote, and 214 out of 294 
electoral votes. 

The National Convention of the Republican party 
which met at Philadelphia on the 5th of June, 1872, 
placed Gen. Grant in nomination for a secohd term 
by a unanimous vote. The selection was emphati- 
cally indorsed by the people five months later, 292 
electoral votes being cast for him. 

Soon after the close of his second term, Gen. Grant 
started upon his famous trip around the world. He 
visited almost every country of the civilized world, 
and was everywhere received with such ovations 
and demonstrations of respect and honor, private 
as well as public and official, as were never before 
bestowed upon any citizen of the United States. 


He was the most prominent candidate before the 
Republican National Convention in 1880 for a re- 
nomination for President. He went to New York and 
embarked in the brokerage business under the firm 
nameof Grant & Ward. The latter proved a villain, 
wrecked Grant's fortune, and for larceny was sent to 
the penitentiary. The General was attacked with 
cancer in the throat, but suffered in his stoic-like 
manner, never complaining. He was re-instated as 
General of the Army and retired by Congress. The 
cancer soon finished its deadly work, and July 23, 
1885, the nation went in mourning over the death of 

_the illustrious General, : 
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UTHERFORD B. HAYES, 

Y the nineteenth President of 

MÉS” the United States, was born in 

IA Delaware, O., Oct. 4, 1822, al- 
most three months after the 
YSL death of his father, Rutherford 
oye Hayes. His ancestry on both 
\f} the paternal and maternal sides, 
was of the most honorable char- 
acter. It can be traced, itis said, 

as far back as 1280, when Hayes and 
Rutherford were two Scottish chief- 
tains, fighting side by side with 
Baliol, William Wallace and Robert 


nobility, owned extensive estates, 

and had a large following. Misfor- 
tane overcaking the family, George Hayes left Scot- 
‘and in 1630, and settled in Windsor, Conn. His son 
George wa: born in Windsor, and remained there 
during his lie. Daniel Hayes, son of the latter, mar- 
ried Sarah Lee, and lived from the time of his mar- 
riage until his death in Simsbury, Conn. Ezekiel, 
son of Daniel, was born in 1724, and was a manufac- 
turer of scythes at Bradford, Conn. Rutherford Hayes, 
son of Ezekiel aid grandfather of President Hayes, was 
born in New Haven, in August, 1756. He was a farmer, 
blacksmith and tavern-keeper. He emigrated to 
Vermont at an uuknown date, settling in Brattleboro, 
where he established a hotel. Here his son Ruth- 
erford Hayes the father of President Hayes, was 


born. He was married, in September, 1813, to Sophia 
Birchard, of Wilmington, Vt., whose ancestors emi- 
grated thither from Connecticut, they having been 


| among the wealthiest and best famlies of Norwich. 


Her ancestry on the male side are traced back to 
1635, to John Birchard, one of the principal founders 
of Norwich. Both of her grandfathers were soldiers 
in the Revolutionary War. 

The father of President Hayes was an industrious, 
frugal and opened-hearted man. He was of a me. 
chanical turn, and could mend a plow, knit a stock- 
ing, or do almost anything else that he choose to 
undertake. He was a member of the Church, active 


in all the benevolent enterprises of the town, and con- 
Bruce. Both families belonged tothe | 


ducted his business on Christian principles. After 
the close of the war of 1812, for reasons inexplicable 
to his neighbors, he resolved to emigrate to Ohio. 

The journey from Vermont to Ohio in that day 
when there were no canals, steamers, nor railways, 
was a very serious affair. A tour of inspection was 
first made, occupying four months. Mr. Hayes deter 
mined to move to Delaware, where the family arrived 
in 1817. He died July 22, 1822, a victim of malarial 
fever, less than three months before the birth of the 
son, of whom we now write. Mrs. Hayes, in her sore be- 
reavement, found the support she so much needed in 
her brothes Sardis, who had been a member of the 
household from the day of its departure from Ver- 
mont, and in an orphan girl whom she had adopted 
some time before as an act of charity. 

Mrs. Hayes at this period was very weak, and the 
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subject of this sketch was so feeble at birth that he 
was not expected to live beyond a month or two at 
most. As the months went by he grew weaker and 
weaker, so that the neighbors were in the habit of in- 
quiring from time to time “if Mrs. Hayes’ baby died 
ast night.” On one occasion a neighbor, who was on 
familiar terms with the family, after alluding to the 
boy's big head, and the mother’s assiduous care of 
nim, said in a bantering way, That's right! Stick to 
him. You have got him along so far, and I shouldn't 
wonder if he would really come to something yet.“ 

“You reed not laugh,” said Mrs. Hayes. You 
vait and see. You cant tell but I shall make him 
President of the United States yet.” The boy lived, 
in spite of the universal predictions of his speedy 
death; and when, in 1825, his older brother was 
drowned, he became, if possible, still dearer to his 
mother. 

The boy was seven years old before he went to 
school. His education, however, was not neglected. 
He probably learned as much from his mother and 
‘ister as he would have done at school. His sports 
were almost wholly within doors, his playmates being 
his sister and her associates. These circumstances 
tended, no doubt, to foster that gentleness of dispo- 
sition, and that delicate consideration for the feelings 
of others, which are marked traits of his character. 

His uncle Sardis Birchard took the deepest interest 
in his education; and as the boy's health had im- 
proved, and he was making good progress in his 
studies, he proposed to send him to college. His pre- 
paration commenced with a tutor at home; but he 
was afterwards sent for one year to a professor in the 
Wesleyan University, in Middletown, Conn. He en- 
tered Kenyon College in 1838, at the age of sixteen, 
and was graduated at the head of his class in 1842. 

Immediately after his graduation he began the 
study of law in the office of Thomas Sparrow, Esg., 
in Columbus. Finding his opportunities for study in 
Columbus somewhat limited, he determined to enter 
the Law School at Cambridge, Mass., where he re- 
mained two years. 

In 1845, after graduating at the Law School, he was 
admitted to the bar at Marietta, Ohio, and shortly 
afterward went into practice as an attorney-at-law 
with Ralph P. Buckland, of Fremont. Here he re- 
mained three years, acquiring but a limited practice, 
and apparently unambitious of distinction in his pro- 
Ession. 

In 1849 he moved to Cincinnati, where his ambi- 
non found a new stimulus. For several years, how- 


ever, his progress was slow. Two events, occurring at 


this period, had a powerful influence upon his subse- 
quent ife. One of these was his marrage with Miss 
Lucy Ware Webb, daughter of Dr. James Webb, of 
Chilicothe; the other was his introduction to the Cin- 
cinnati Literary Club, a body embracing among its 
members such men as Thief Justice Salmon P. Chase, 


Gen. John Pope, Gov. Edward F. Noyes, and many 
others hardly less distinguished in after life. The 
marriage was a fortunate one in every respect, as 
everybody knows. Not one of all the wives of our 
Presidents was more universally admired, reverenced 
and beloved than was Mrs. Hayes, and no one did 
more than she to reflect honor upon American woman. 
hood. The Literary Cluv brought Mr. Hayes into 
constant association with young men of high char- 
acter and noble aims, and lured him to display the 
qualities so long hidden by his bashfulness and 
modesty. 

In 1856 he was nominated to the office of Judge of 
the Court of Common Pleas; but he declined to ac- 
cept the nomination. Two years later, the office of 
city solicitor becoming vacant, the City Council 
elected him for the unexpired term. 

In 1861, when the Rebellion broke out, he was at 
the zenith of his professional Y£_. His rank at the 
bar was among the the first. But the news of the 
attack on Fort Sumpter found him eager to take “ub 
arms for the defense of his country. 

His military record was bright ard illustrious. In 
October, 1861, he was made Lieutenant-Colonel, and 
in August, 1862, promoted Colonel of the 79th Ohio 
regiment, but he refused to leave his old comrades 
and go among strangers. Subsequently, however, he 
was made Colonel of his old regiment. At the battle 
of South Mountain he received a wound, and while 
faint and bleeding displayed courage and fortitude 
that won admiration from all. 

Col. Hayes was detached from his regiment, after 
his recovery, to act as Brigadier-General, and placed 
in command of the celebrated Kanawha division, 
and for gallant and meritorious services in the battles 
of Winchester, Fisher’s Hill and Cedar Creek, he was 
promoted Brigadier-General. He was also brevetted 
Major-General, “for galiant and distinguished services 
during the campaigns of 1864, in West Virginia.” In 
the course of his arduous services, four horses were 
shot from under him, and he was wounded four times 

In 1864, Gen. Hayes was elected to Congress, from 
the Second Ohio District, which had long been Dem- 
ocratic. He was not present during the campaign, 
and after his election was importuned to resign his 
commission in the army; but he finally declared, I 
shall never come to Washington until I can come by 
the way of Richmond.” He was re-elected in 1866. 

In 1867, Gen Hayes was elected Governor of Ohio, 
over Hon, Allen G. Thurman, a popular Democrat. 
In 1869 was re-elected over George H. Pendleton. 
He was elected Governor for the third term in 1875. 

in 1876 he was the standard bearer of the Repub- 
lican Party in the Presidential contest, and after a 
hard long contest was chosen President, and was ir. 
augurated Monday, March 5, 1875. He served his 
full term, not, kc wever, with satisfaction to his party 
but his administration was an average on” 
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AMES A. GARFIELD, twen- 
tieth President of the United 
States, was born Nov. 19, 
1831, in the woods of Orange, 
Cuyahoga Co., O 
ents were Abram and Eliza 
(Ballou) Garfield, both of New 
England ancestry and from fami- 
lies well known in the early his- 
tory of that section of our coun- 


His par- 


N. 
A 


tr, but had moved to the Western 


17 


Reserve, in Ohio, early in its settle- 


The house in which James A. was 
born was not unlike the houses of 
poor Ohio farmers of that day. It 

as about 20x 30 feet, built of logs, with the spaces Le- 
‚ween the logs filled with clay. His father was a | 
aard working farmer, and he soon had his fields 
seared, an orchard planted, and a log barn built. 
The household comprised the father and mother and 
heir four children—Mehetabel, Thomas, Mary and 
‘ames. In May, 1823, the father, from a cold con- 
acted in helping to put out a forest fire, died. At 
this time James was about eighteen months old, and 
Thomas about ten years old. No one, perhaps, can 
tell how much James was inde:ted to his Lrother's 
toil and self-sacrifice during the twenty years suc- 
ceeding his father's death, but undoubtedly very 
much, He now lives in Michigan, and the two sis- 
vers live in Solon, O., near their birthplace. 

The early educational advantages young Garfield 
enjoyed were very limited, yet he made the most of | 
them. He labored at farm work for others, did car- 
penter work, chopped wood, or did anything that 
would bring in a few dollars to aid his widowed | 
mother in he” struggles to keep the little family to- 


gether. Nor was Gen. Garfield ever ashamed of his 
origin, and he never forgot the friends of his strug- 
gling childhood, youth and manhood, neither did they 
ever forget him. When in the highest seats of honor 
the humblest fiend of his boyhood was as kindly 
greeted as ever. The poorest laborer was sure of the 
sympathy of one who had known all the bitterness 
of want and the sweetness of bread earned by the 
sweat of the Lrow. He was ever the simple, plain, 
modest gentleman. 
The highest ambition of young Garfield until hz 
was about sixteen years old was to be a captain of 
a vessel on Lake Eric. He was anxious to go aboard 
a vessel, which his mother strongly opposed. She 
finally consented to his going to Cleveland, with the 
understanding, however, that he should try to obtair 
some other kind of employment. He walked all the 
way to Cleveland. This was his first visit to the city 
Afier making many applications for work, and trying 
to get aboard a lake vessel, and not meeting with 
success, he engaged as a driver for his cousin, Amos 
Letcher, on the Ohio & Pennsylvania Canal. Here- 
mained at this work but a short time when he wen 
home, and attended the seminary at Chester for 
about three years, when he entered Hiram and the 
Eclectic Institute, teaching a few terms of school in 
the meantime, and doing other work. This school 
was started by the Disciples of Christ in 1850, of 
which church he was then a member. He became 
janitor and bell-ringer in order to help pay his war 
He then became both teacher and pupil. He soun 
“exhausted Hiram” and needed more; hence, in the 
fall of 1854, he entered Williams College, from which 
he graduated in 1856, taking one of the highest he - 
ors of his class. He afterwards returned to Hiram 
College as its President. As above stated, he early 
united with the Christian or Diciples Church at 
Hiram, and was ever after a devoted, zealous mem- 
ber, often preaching in its pulpit and places where 
he happened to be. Dr. Noah Porter, President of 
Yale College, says cf him in reference to his religion: 


—— 
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“ President Garfield was more than a man of 
strong moral and religious convictions. His whole 
history, from boyhood to the last, shows that duty to 
man and to God, and devotion to Christ and life and 
faith and spiritual commission were controlling springs 
of his being, and to a more than usual degree. In 
my judgment there is no more interesting feature of 
his character than his loyal allegiance to the body of 
Christians in which he was trained, and the fervent 
sympathy which he ever showed in their Christian 
communion. Not many of the few ‘wise and mighty 
and noble who are called’ show a similar loyalty to 
the less stately and cultured Christian communions 
in which they have been reared. Too often itis true 
that as they step upward in social and political sig- 
nificance they step upward from one degree to 
another in some of the many types of fashionable 
Christianity. President Garfield adhered to the 
church of his mother, the church in which he was 
trained, and in which he served asa pillar and an 
evangelist, and yet with the largest and most unsec- 
tarian charity for all ‘who love our Lord in sincerity.’” 

Mr. Garfield was united in marriage with Miss 
Lucretia Rudolph, Nov. 11, 1858, who proved herself 
worthy as the wife of one whom all the world loved and 
mourned. To them were born seven children, five of 
whom are still living, four boys and one girl. 

Mr. Garfield made his first politicalspeeches in 1856, 

m Hiram and the neighboring villages, and three 
years later he began to speak at county mass-meet- 
ings, and became the favorite speaker wherever he 
was. During this year he was elected to the Ohio 
Senate. He also began to study law at Cleveland, 
and in 1861 was admitted to the bar. The great 
Rebellion broke out in the early part of this year, 
and Mr. Garfield at once resolved to fight as he had 
talked, and enlisted to defend the old flag. He re- 
ceived his commission as Lieut.-Colonel of the Forty- 
second Regiment of Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Aug. 
14, 1861. He was immediately put into active ser- 
vice, and before he had ever seen a gun fired in action, 
was placed in command of four regiments of infantry 
and eight companies of cavalry, charged with the 
work of driving out of his native State the officer 
“Humphrey Marshall) reputed to be the ablest of 
those, not educated to war whom Kentucky had given 
to the Rebellion. This work was bravely and speed- 
ily accomplished, although against great odds. Pres- 
ident Lincoln, on his success commissioned him 
Brigadier-General, Jan. 10, 1862; and as “he had 
been the youngest man in the Ohio Senate two years 
before, so now he was the youngest General in the 
army.” He was with Gen. Buell’s army at Shiloh, 
in its operations around Corinth and its march through 
Alabama. He was then detailed as a memberof the 
General Court-Martial for the trial of Gen. Fitz-John 
Porter. He was then ordered to report to Gen. Rose- 
crans, and was assigned to the “ Chief of Staff.” 

The military history of Gen, Garfield closed with 


his brilliant services at Chickamauga, where he won 
the stars of the Major-General. 

Without an effort on his part Ger Garfield wa» 
elected to Congress in the fall of 1862 from the 
Nineteenth District of Ohio. This section of Ohio 
had been represented in Congress for sixty years 
mainly by two men—Elisha Whittlesey and Joshua 
R. Giddings. It was not without a struggle that he 
resigned his place in the army. At the time heen- 
tered Congress he was the youngest member in that 
body. There he remained by successive re- 
elections until he was elected President in 1880. 
Of his labors in Congress Senator Hoar says: “Since 
the year 1864 you cannot think of a question whici: 
has been debated in Congress, or discussed before a 
tribunel of the American people, in regard to which 
you will not find, if you wish instruction, the argu. 
ment on one side stated, in almost every instance 
better than by anybody else, in some speech made in 
the House of Representatives or on the hustings by 
Mr. Garfield.” 

Upon Jan. 14, 1880, Gen. Garfield was elected to 
the U. S. Senate, and on the eighth of June, of the 
same year, was nominated as the candidate of his 
party for President at the great Chicago Convention. 
He was elected in the following November, and on 
March 4, 1881, was inaugurated. Probably no ad- 
ministration ever opened its existence under brighter 
auspices than that of President G: urfield, and every 
day it grew in favoz with the people, and by the first 
of July he had completed all the initiatory and pre- 
liminary ‘work of his administration and was prepar- 
ing to leave the city to meet his friends at Williams 
College. While on his way and at the depot, in com- 
pany with Secretary Blaine, a man stepped behind 
him, drew a revolver, and fired directly at his back. 
The President tottered and fell, and as he did so the 
assassin fired a second shot, the bullet cutting the 
left coat sleeve of his victim, but inflicting no further 
injury. It has been very truthfully said that this was 
“the shot that was heard round the world” Never 
before in the history of the Nation had anything oc- 
curred which so nearly froze the blood of the peop.= 
for the moment, as this awful deed. He was smit- 
ten on the brightest, gladdest day of all his life, and 
was at the summit of his power and hope. Foreighty 
days, all during the hot months of Juiy and August, 
he lingered and suffered. He, however, remained 
master of himself till the last, and by his magnificent 
bearing was teaching the country and the world the 
noblest of human lessons—how to live grandly in the 
very clutch of death. Great in life, he was surpass- 
ingly great in death. He passed serenely away Sept. 
19, 1883, at Elberon, N. J.,on the very bank of the 
ocean, where he had been taken shortly previous. The 
world wept at his death, as it never had done on the 
death of any other man who had ever lived upon it. 
The murderer was duly tried, found guilty and exe- 
cuted, in one year after he committed the foui deed. 
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TWENTY-FIRST PRESIDENT. 


Y HESTER A. ARTHUR, 
AQ), twenty-first Presid.w of the 
United States was born in 
Franklin Cour ty, Vermont, on 
the fifthof Od ober, 1830, andis 
the oldest of a family of two 
sons and five daughters. His 
father was the Rev. Dr, William 
Arthur, a Baptiste). rgyman, whe 
emigrated to tb.s country from 
the county Ant am, Ireland, in 
his 18th year, and died in 1875, in 
Newtonville, nea Albany, after a 
long and successful ministry. 
Young Arthur was educated at 
Union College, & henectady, where 
he excelled in all his studies. Af- 
ter his graduation he taught school 
y in Vermont for two years, and at 
the expiration of that time came to 
New York, with $500 in his pocket, 
and entered the office of ex-Judge 
E. D. Culver as student. After 
being admitted to the bar he formed 
a partnership with his intimate friend and room-mate, 
Henry D. Gardiner, with the intention of practicing 
in the West, and for three months they roamed about 
in the Western States in search of an eligible site, 
but in the end returned to New York, where they 
hung out their shingle, and entered upon a success. 
ful career almost from the start. General Arthur 
soon afterward married the daughter of Lieutenant 


Herndon, of the United States Navy, who was lost at 
sea. Congress voted a gold medal to his widow in 
recognition of the bravery he displayed on that occa- 
sion. Mrs. Arthur died shortly before Mr. Arthur's 
nomination to the Vice Presidency, leaving two 
children, 

Gen. Arthur obtained considerable legal celebrity 
in his first great case, the famous Lemmon suit, 
brought to recover possession of eight slaves who had 
been declared free by Judge Paine, of the Superior 
Court of New York City. It was in 1852 that Jon. 
athan-Lemmon, of Virginia, went to New York with 
his slaves, intending to ship them to Texas, when 
they were discovered and freed. The Judge decided 
that they could not be held by the owner under the 
Fugitive Slave Law. A howl of rage went up from 
the South, and the Virginia Legislature authorized the 
Attorney General of that State to assist in an appeal. 
Wm. M. Evarts and Chester A. Arthur were employed 
to represent the People, and they won their case, 
which then went to the Supreme Court of the United 
States. Charles O'Conor here espoused the cause 
of the slave-holders, but he too was beaten by Messrs 
Evarts and Arthur, and a long step was taken toward 
the emancipation of the black race. 

Another great service was rendered by General 
Arthur in the same cause in 1856, Lizzie Jennings, 
a respectable colored woman, was put off a Fourth 
Avenue car with violence after she had paid her fare. 
General Arthur sued on her behalf, and secured a 
verdict of $500 damages. The next day the compa- 
ny issued an order to admit colored persons to ride 
on their cars, and the other car companies quickly 
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followed their example. Before that the Sixth Ave- 
nue Company ran a few special cars for colored per- 
sons and the other lines refused to let them ride at all. 

General Arthur was a delegate to the Convention’ 
at Saratoga that founded the Republican party. 
Previous to the war he was Judge-Advocate of the 
Second Brigade of the State of New York, and Gov- 
ernor Morgan, of that State, appointed him Engineer- 
in-Chief of his staff. In 1861, he was made Inspec- 
tor General, and soon afterward became Quartermas- 
ter-General. In each of these offices he rendered 
great service to the Government during the war. At 
the end of Governor Morgan’s term he resumed the 
practice of the law, forming a partnership with Mr. 
Ransom, and then Mr. Phelps, the District Attorney 
of New York, was added to the firm. The legal prac- 
tice of this well-known firm was very large and lucra- 
tive, each of the gentlemen composing it were able 
lawyers, and possessed a splendid local reputation, if 
not indeed one of national extent. 

He always took a leading part in State and city 
politics. He was appointed Collector of the Port of 
New York by President Grant, Nov. 21, 1872, to suc- 
ceed Thomas Murphy, and held the office until July, 
20, 1878, when he was succeeded by Collector Merritt. 

Mr. Arthur was nominated on the Presidential 
ticket, with Gen. James A. Garfield, at the famous 
National Republican Convention held at Chicago in 
June, 1880. This was perhaps the greatest political 
convention that ever assembled on the continent. It 
was composed of the )zading politicians of the Re- 
publican party, all able men, and each stood firm and 
fought vigorously and with signal tenacity for their 
respective candidates that were before the conven- 
ticn for the nomination. Finally Gen. Garfield re- 
ceived the nomination for President and Gen. Arthur 
for Vice-President. The campaign which followed 
was one of the most animated known in the history of 
our country. Gen. Hancock, the standard-bearer of 
the Democratic party, was a popular man, and his 
party made a valiant fight for his election. 


Finally the election came and the country’s choice 


was Garfield and Arthur. They were inaugurated 
March 4, 1881, as President and Vice-President. 
A few months only had passed ere the newly chosen 
President was the victim of the assassin's bullet. Then 
came terrible weeks of suffering. those moments of 
anxious suspense, wher the hearts of all civilized na- 
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tions were throbbing in unison, longing for the re 
covery of the noble, the good President. The remark- 
able patience that he manifested during those hours 
and weeks, and even months, of the most terrible suf- 
fering man has often been called upon to endure, was 
seemingly more than human. It was certainly God- 
like. During all this period of deepest anxiety Mr. 
Arthur's every move was watched, and be it said to his 
credit that his every action displayed only an earnest 
desire that the suffering Garfield might recover, to 
serve the remainder of the term he had so auspi- 
ciously begun. Not a selfish feeling was manifested 
in deed or look of this man, even though the most 
honored position in the world was at any moment 
likely to fall to him. 

At last God in his mercy relieved President Gar- 
field from further suffering, and the world, as never 
before in its history over the death of any other 
man, wept at his bier. Thenit became the duty of 
the Vice President to assume the responsibilities of 
the high office, and he took the oath in New York, 
Sept. 20, 1881. The position was an embarrassing 
one to him, made doubly so from the facts that all 
eyes were on him, anxious to know what he would do, 
what policy he would pursue, and who he would se- 
lect as advisers. The duties of the office had been 
greatly neglected during the President's long illness, 
and many important measures were to be immediately 
decided by him; and still farther to embarrass him he 
did not fail to realize under what circumstances he 
became President, and knew the feelings of many on 
this point. Under these trying circumstances President 
Arthur took the reins of the Government in his own 
hands; and, as embarrassing as were the condition of 
affairs, he happily surprised the nation, acting sc 
wisely that but few criticised his administration. 
He served the nation well and faithfully, until the 
close of his administration, March 4, 1885, and was 
a popular candidate before his party for a second 
term. His name was ably presented before the con- 
vention at Chicago, and was received with great 
favor, and doubtless but for the personal popularity 
of one of the opposing candidates, he would have 
been selected as the standard-bearer of his party 
for another campaign. He retired to private life car- 
rying with him the best wishes of the American peo- 
ple, whom he had served in a manner satisfactorv 
to them and with credit to himself. > 
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TWENTY-SECOND + RESIDENT. 


TEPHEN GROVER CLEVE- 
LAND,thetwenty-second Pres- 
ident ofthe United States, was 
born in 1837, in the obscure 
town of Caldwell, Essex Co., 
N, J., and in a little two-and-a- 

half-story white house which is still 
standing, characteristically to mark 
the humble birth-place of one of 
America's great men in striking con- 
trast with the Old World, where all 
men high in office must be high in 
origin and born in the cradle of 
wealth. When the subject of this 
sketch was three years of age, his 
father, who was a Presbyterian min- 
ister, with a large family and a small salary, moved, 
by way of the Hudson River and Erie Canal, to 
Fayetteville, in search of an increased income and a 
larger field of work. Fayetteville was then the most 
straggling of country villages, about five miles from 
Pompey Hill, where Governor Seymour was born. 

At the last mentioned place young Grover com- 
menced going to school in the “ good, old-fashioned 
way,” and presumably distinguished himself after the 
manner of all village boys, in doing the things he 
ought not todo. Such is the distinguishing trait of 
all geniuses and independent thinkers. When he 
arrived at the age of 14 years, he had outgrown the 
capacity of the village school and expressed a most 


emphatic desire to be sent toan academy. To this 
his father decidedly objected. Academies in those 
days cost money; besides, his father wanted him to 
become self-supporting by the quickest possible 
means, and this at that time in Fayetteville seemed 
to be a position in a country store, where his father 
and the large family on his hands had considerable 
influence. Grover was to be paid $50 for his services 
the first year, and if he proved trustworthy he was to 
receive $100 the second year. Here the lad com- 
menced his career as salesman, and in two years he 
had earned so good a reputation for trustworthiness 
that his employers desired to retain him for an in- 
definite length of time. Otherwise he did not ex- 
hibit as yet any particular “flashes of genius” or 
eccentricities of talent. He was simply a good boy. 


But instead of remaining with this firm in Fayette- 
ville, he went with the family in their removal to 
Clinton, where he had an opportunity of attending a 


high school. Here he industriously pursued his 
studies until the family removed with him to a point 
on Black River known as the “ Holland Patent,” a 
village of 500 or 600 people, 15 miles north of Utica, 
N. Y. At this place his father died, after preaching 
but three Sundays. This event broke up the family, 
and Grover set out for New York City to accept, at a 
small salary, the position of “under-teacher” in an 
asylum for the blind, He taught faithfully for two 
years, and although he obtained a good reputation in 
this capacity, he concluded that teaching was not his 
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S. GROVER CLEVELAND. 


calling for life, and, reversing the traditional order, 
he left the city to seek his fortune, instead of going 
to a city. He first thought of Cleveland, Ohio, as 
there was some charm in that name for him; but 
before proceeding to that place he went to Buffalo to 
ask the advice of his uncle, Lewis F. Allan, a noted 
stock-breeder of that place. The latter did not 
speak enthusiastically. “What is it you want to do, 
my boy?” he asked. Well, sir, I want to study 
law,” was the reply. “Good gracious!” remarked 
«ha old gentleman; “do you, indeed? What ever put 
that into your head? How much money have you 
got?” “Well, sir, to tell the truth, I haven't got 
any.” 

After a long consultation, his uncle offered him a 
place temporarily as assistant herd-keeper, at $50 a 
year, while he could “look around.” One day soon 
afterward he boldly walked into the office of Rogers, 
Bowen & Rogers, of Buffalo, and told them what he 
wanted. A numberof young men were already en- 
gaged in the office, but Grover's persistency won, and 
ne was finally permitted to come as an office boy and 
have the use of the law library, for the nominal sum 
of $3 or $4 a week. Out of this he had to pay for 
his board and washing. The walk to and from his 
uncle's was a long and rugged one; and, although 
the first winter was a memorably severe one, his 
shoes were out of repair and his overcoat—he had 
none—yet he was nevertheless prompt and regular, 
On the first day of his service here, his senior em- 
ployer threw down a copy of Blackstone before him 
with a bang that made the dust fly, saying “That's 
where they all begin.” A titter ran around the little 
circle of clerks and students, as they thought that 
was enough te scare young Grover out of his plans; 
put in due time he mastered that cumbersome volume. 
Then, as ever afterward, however, Mr. Clevelaná 
exhibited a talent for executiveness rather than for 
chasing principles through all their metaphysical 
possibilities. “Let us quit talking and go and do 
a,” was practically his motto. 

The first public office to which Mr. Cleveland was 
eiected was that of Sheriff of Erie Co., N. Y., in 
which Buffalo is situated; and in such capacity it fell 
to his duty to inflict capital pv”.ishment upon two 
caminals, In 1881 he was elected Mayor of the 
City of Buffalo, on the Democratic ticket, with es- 
sucial reference to the bringing about certain reforms 


in the administration of the municipal affairs of that 
city. In this office, as well as that of Sheriff, his 
performance of duty has generally been considered 
fair, with possibly a few exceptions which were fer- 
reted out and magnified during the last Presidential 
campaign. As a specimen of his plain language in 
a veto message, we quote from one vetoing an iniqui 
tous street-cleaning contract: “This is a time foi 
plain speech, and my objection to your action shall 
be plainly stated. I regard it as the culmination of 
a mos bare-faced, impudent and shameless scheme 
to betray the interests of the people and to worse 
than squander the people’s money.” The New York 
Sun afterward very highly commended Mr. Cleve- 
land’s administration as Mayor of Buffalo, and there- 
upon recommended him for Governor of the Empire 
State. To the latter office he was elected in 1882, 
and his administration of the affairs of State was 
generally satisfactory. The mistakes he made, if 
any, were made very public throughout the nation 
after he was nominated for President of the United 
States. For this high office he was nominated July 
11, 1884, by the National Democratic Convention at 
Chicago, when other competitors were Thomas F. 
Bayard, Roswell P. Flower, Thomas A. Hendricks, 
Benjamin F. Butler, Allen G. Thurman, etc.; and he 
was elected by the people, by a majority of about a 
thousand, over the brilliant and long-tried Repub- 
lican statesman, James G. Blaine. President Cleve- 
land resigned his office as Governor of New York in 
January, 1885, in order to prepare for his duties as 
the Chief Executive of che United States, in which 
capacity his term commenced at noon on the 4th ot 
March, 1885. For his Cabinet officers he selected 
the following gentlemen: For Secretary of State, 
Thomas F. Bayard, of Delaware; Secretary of the 
Treasury, Daniel Manning, of New York; Secretary 
of War, William C. Endicott, of Massachusetts; 
Secretary of the Navy, William C. Whitney, of New 
York; Secretary of the Interior, L. Q. C. Lamar, of 
Mississippi; Postmaster-General, William F. Vilas, 
of Wisconsin; Attorney-General, A. H. Garland, of 
Arkansas. 

The silver question precipitated a controversy be- 
tween those who were in favor of the continuance of 
silver coinage and those who were opposed, Mr. 
Cleveland answering for the latter, even before his 
inauguration, 


“TWENTY-THIRD PRESIDENT. 


SEIS ENJAMIN HARRISON, the 


twenty-third President, is 

the descendant of one of the 

historical families of this 

country. The head of the 

family was a Major General 

Harrison, one of Oliver 

Cromwell’s trusted follow- 

? ers and fighters. In the zenith of Crom- 
well’s power it became the duty of this 
Harrison to participate in the trial of 
Charles I, and afterward to sign the 
death warrant of the king. He subse- 
quently paid for this with his life, being 
hung Oct. 13, 1660. His descendants 
came to America, and the next of the 
family that appears in history is Benja- 
rain Harrison, of Virginia, great-grand- 
father of the subject of this sketch, and 
after whom he was named. Benjamin Harrison 


was a member of the Continental Congress during 


the years 1774-5-6, and was one of the original 
signers of the Declaration of Independence. He 
wac three times elected Governor of Virginia. 

Gen William Henry Harrison, the son of the 


distinguished patriot of the Revolution, after a suo. 
cessful career as a soldier during the War of 1812, 
and with-a clean record as Governor of the North- 
western Territory, was elected President of the 
United States in 1840. His carzer was cut short 
by death within one month ¿fter is inouguration. 
President Harrison war bern at North Bend, 
Hamilton Co., Ohio, Aug. 0, 1853. His life upto 
the time of his graduation by the Miami University 
at Oxford, Ohio, was the uneventful one of a coun- 
try lad of a family of small means, His father was 
able to give him a good education, and nothing 
more. He became engaged while at college to tho 
daughter of Dr. Scott, Principal of a female schoo 
at Oxford. After graduating he determined to en. 
ter upon the study of the law. He went to Cin 
cinnati and then read law for two years. At the 
expiration of that time young Harrison received tb. 
only inheritance of his life; his aunt dying left hin: 


>a lot valued at $800. He regarded this legacy ass 


fortune, and decided to get married at once, taks 
this money and go to some Eastern town an! be- 
gin the practice of law. He sold his lot, and with 
the money in his pocket, he started out wita his 
young wife to fight for a place in the world, He 
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decided to go to Indianapolis, which was even at 
that time a town of promise. He met with slight 
encouragement at first, making scarcely anything 
the first year. He worked diligently, apply ing him- 
self closely to his calling, built up an extensive 
practice and took a leading rank in the legal pro- 
session, He is the father of two children. 

In 1860 Mr. Harrison was nominated for the 
position of Supreme Court Reporter, and then be- 
gan his experience as a stump speaker He can- 
vassed the State thoroughly, and was elected by a 
handsome majority. In 1862 he raised the 17th 
Indiana Infantry, and was chosen its Colonel. His 
regiment was composed of the rawest of material, 
vut Col. Harrison employed all his time at first 
mastering military tactics and drilling his men, 
when he therefore came to move toward the East 
with Sherman his regiment was one of the best 
drilled and organized in the army. At Resaca he 
especially distinguished himself, and for his bravery 
Peachtree Creek he was made a Brigadier Gen- 

ral, Gen. Hooker speaking of him in the most 
‘omplimentary terms. 

During the absence of Gen. Harrison in the field 
he Supreme Court declared the office of the Su- 
preme Court Reporter vacant, and another person 
was elected to the position. From the time of leav- 
irg Indiana with his regiment until the fall of 1864 
he had taken no leave of absence, but having been 
nominated that year for the same office, he got a 
thirty-day leave of absence, and during that time 
madea brilliant canvass of the State, and was elected 
for another term. He then started to rejoin Sher- 
man, but on the way was stricken down with scarlet 
ever, and after a most trying siege made his way 
to the front in time to participate in the closing 
‘ncidents of the war. 

In 1868 Gen. Harrison declined -~ re-election as 
eporter, and resumed the practice of law. In 1876 
ne was a candidate for Governor. Although de- 
eated, the brilliant campaign he made won ¡or him 
» National reputation, and he was much sought, es- 
pecial.y in the East, to make speeches. In 1880, 
as usual, he took an active part in the campaign, 
and wi elected to the United States Senate. Here 


te served six years, and vas known as one or the 
ablest men, best lawyer“ und strongest debaters in 
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that body. With the expiration of his Senatorial 
term he returned to the practice of his profession, 
becoming the head of one of the strongest firms in 
the State. 

The political campaign of 1888 was one of the 
most memorable in the history of our country. The 
convention which assembled in Chicago in June and 
named Mr. Harrison as the chief standard bearer 
of the Republican party, was great in every partic- 
ular, and on this account, and the attitude it as. 
sumed upon the vital questions of the day, chief 
among which was the tariff, awoke a deep interest 
in the campaign throughout the Nation. Shortly 
after the nomination delegations began to visit Mr. 
Harrison at Indianapolis, his home. This move- 
ment became popular, and from all sections of the 
country societies, clubs and delegations journeyed 
thither to pay their respects to the distinguished 
statesman. The popularity of these was greatly 
increased on account of the remarkable speeches 
made by Mr. Harrison. He spoke daily all through 
the summer and autumn to these visiting delega- 
tions, and so varied, masterly and eloquent were 
his speeches that they at once placed him in the 
foremost rank of American orators and statesmen. 

On account of his eloquence as a speaker and hir 
power as a debater, he was called upon at an un- 
commonly eariy age to take part in the discussior 
of the great questions that then began to agitate 
the country. He was an uncompromising anti 
slavery man, and was matched against some of ¡e 
most eminent Democratic speakers of his State. 
No man who felt the touch of his blade decired tu 
be pitted with him again. With all his elog>ence 
as an orator he never spoke for oratorica, effect. 
but his words always went like bullets to the mark 
He is purely American in his ideas and is a spler 
did type of the American statesman. Gifted witi 
quick perception, alogical mind and a ready tongue, 
he is one of the most distinguished impromptu 
speakers in the Nation. Many of these speeches 
sparkled with the rarest of eloquence and contained 
arguments of greatest weight. Many of his terse 
statements have already become aphorisms. Origi- 
nal in thought, precise in logic, terse in statement, 
yet withal faultless in eloquence, he is recognized as 
the sound statesman and brillian* orator © tac day 
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fi HE first Dodge in America 

4 settled on Block Island, a 

portion of Rhode Island, in 

the yenr 1660, and is down 

» inthe records as Trustrome 

(Tristram) Daudge. Israel, 

father of Gov. Henry Dodge, 

settled in Kentucky during the 

bloodiest period of the Indian 

massacres, and built the first 

\ stone house at Bairdstown. He 

\ erected large mills at Ste. Gene- 

vieve, Mo., and during one of his 

Y journeys between his house and that 

l place with his wife, was inter- 

cepted at Vincennes, Ind., where, on Oct. 12, 1782, 

Henry was born, The name Henry was bestowed 

in honor of a gunsmith named Moses Henry, who, 

when a savage had seized and was about to dash 

the chilW's brains out, by an extraordinary exhi- 
bition of intrepidity, saved its life, 

A little later the Dodges moved to Ste. Gene- 
vieve. Henry’s education was completed in a log 
school house at Bairdstown, but later he read law a 
little and at twenty-one was appointed Sheriff of 
Ste. Genevieve County, Mo, 

When the War of 1812 broke out, he enlisted as 
a subaltern and successively filled | every intermedi- 
ate rank to that of brigadier-gönchal, which he re- 
ceived in 1814, 

In 1820 he was elected a member of the Consti- 
tutional Convention of Missouri, and appointed 
United States Marshal. In 1827 the discovery of 


lead in Wisconsin having created considerable ex- 
citement, he emigrated to the “lead region,” set- 
tling at Dodgeville, Iowa County, which was named 
in his honor. 

Here he erected the first smelting works and for 
some time carried on with great energy the busi- 
ness of mining and and smelting, going in person 
down the Wisconsin and Mississippi rivers on flat- 
boats to New Orleans with cargoes of lead. 

Soon after reaching what is now Wisconsin, the 
Winnebago Indians began raiding the feeble settle- 
ments, killing and scalping men, women and child- 
ren, The settlers chose Gen. Dodge to lead them, 
who, after erecting block houses and forging spikes 
for defense, started in pursuit of the leaders of the 
uprising. His great energy and full knowledge of 
the peculiarities of savage warfare so surprised and 
terrorized the Indians that they surrendered the 
originators of the raid, who, though tried and con- 
victed, were pardoned by President J. Q. Adams. 

Gen. Dodge's name became widely known 
through the Black Hawk War. The Sacs had 
yielded the lead regions to the Government, and 
agreed to remove across the Mississippi into Iowa. 
Black Hawk contended the treaty had been improp- 
erly signed and refused to move, Finally in 1831, 
United States troops forced him across; but calm, 
brave and patriotic, he recrossed in April, 1832, 
with 500 warriors and 1,500 women and children, 
to recover his villages and country. 

Immediately 2,000 troops were raised, Dodge 
recruiting the Mineral Point “free rangers,” a rear- 
less, rough-and-ready and well armed boay «. 
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men, who with their commander, commissioned 
Colonel by the Governor of Michigan, pursued 
Black Hawk until he was finally captured. 

There is an immense amount of bragging and 
falsehood in the popular accounts of the Black 
Hawk War, but Gen. Dodge rendered valuable 
service by terrorizing the Winnebagoes, whose 
treacherous and sneaking character he seemed to 
understand, thus keeping them in subjection. 

In 1833, Gen. Dodge was placed in command of 
1,000 mounted rangers, raised by special act of 
Congress, for the protection of the frontier. At 
the end of a year of this precarious service, he 
was placed in command of the first regiment of 
dragoons ever enlisted into the army of the United 
States, and sent towards the head waters of the Ar- 
kansas River for the purpose of reclaiming whites 
held in captivity by the Commanches, Kiowas and 
other hostile tribes. 

In 1835 he penetrated the wild country at the 
head of the Platte River and formed treaties with 
more than thirty tribes of Indians, On his return 
Congress ordered the journal of his expedition, a 
rare and interesting volume now out of print, to 
be published. 

Wisconsin having been created into a territory 
in 1836, Gen. Dodge was nominated by President 
Jackson to be its first Governor and Superintendent 
of Indian affairs. 

A “grand independence celebration” having been 
arranged at Mineral Point, on July 4, 1836, Gen. 
Dodge was invited to be present and as part of the 
ceremonies solemnly subscribed to the oath of of- 
fice in the presence of the people, and made a brief 
speech. It was the most democratic inauguration 
ever held in Wisconsin. 

The first election having been held, Gen. Dodge 
convened the Legislature at Belmont, now in 
La Fayette County, on Oct. 25, 1836. His mes- 
sage, delivered in person to both Houses, was com- 
prehensive. He wished Congress to clear the Rock 
River of its obstructions, but thought that railways 
must furnish the future means of transportation, and 
asked the Government to construct a line from the 
Mississippi to Lake Michigan. 

He also recommended “the propriety of asking 
ti m Congress a donation of one township of land 
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to be sold and the proceeds of the sale placed un- 
der direction of the Legislative Assembly for the 
establishment of an academy for the education of 
youth.” This embodies precisely the principle of 
the plan on which Universities were established in 
Wisconsin and other States, by grants of .lands 
from Congress, 

There was a certain mixture of dash, self-conceit, 
energy and insight into the ways and wants of the 
pioneers, that made him popular. Besides, he had 
recommended the “right of pre-emption, graduated 
prices for lands according to values,” and that the 
Government put a stop to “speculation in land, 
the immediate gift from God to man.” He was 
re-appointed in 1839. 

On March 4, 1841, the Whigs came into power, 
under William H. Harrison and John Tyler, and 
Gov. Dodge was removed to make room for 
James Duane Doty. Thereupon the Democrats 
made him their nominee for delegate to Congress, 
and he was elected over Jonathan E. Arnold, of 
Milwaukee; and he was re-elected in 1843, over 
Gen. Hicox. 

In March, 1845, the Democrats, under James K. 
Polk, assumed national control and Gen. Dodge 
was re-appointed Governor of the Territory and 
continued to serve as such until Wisconsin was ad- 
mitted asa State in 1848. 

The new State Legislature met in June and on 
the 8th elected Gov. Dodge and Isaac P. Walker to 
the United States Senate; and in casting lots for 
the long and short terms, Gov. Dodge drew the 
former. He was re-elected in January, 1851, for 
the term ending on the 4th of March, 1857. This 
closed the public career of Henry Dodge. 

‘Though not an educated man he found delight 
in certain branches of literature, especially during 
the latter part of his life in careful perusals of 
„Scott's Bible” and its notes, and at his death, 
which occurred on June 19, 1869, at the home of 
his son, Augustus C. Dodge, in Burlington, Iowa, 
he was a member of the Episcopal Church. 

His last years were passed mostly at Mineral Point 
in a state of complete rest and peace, in emphatic 
and beautiful contrast to the privations, warfare 
and stormy activity of his earlier life on the front. 
ier and far into the heart of the Indian country. 

In 1870 the Legislature of Wisconsin appropri- 
ated 62.000 for Knowles’ marble bust of Gov. 
Dodge, which stands in the Capitol at Madison. 
No other citizen was ever thus bonored at pub. ic 
expense, 
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f ls): HE ablest ana most compre- 
hensive of our pioneer 
statesmen, and the one who 
possessed a better knowledge 


At 
sources, and a surer insight 
into the future than any other 
man of his time, was born at 
Salem, Washington Co., N. Y., 
on Nov. 5, 1799. After com- 
Y pleting a thorough English 
| course of study, he studied law, 
and in his twentieth year settled in 
y Detroit, where his suave manners, 
' conspicuous ability and handsome, 
commanding presence brought immediate popu- 
‘arity. 

In 1819 he was admitted to the bar of the Su- 
preme Court of Michigan, and soon after was 
vlected Secretary of the Detroit City Council, Clerk 
of the Supreme Court, and Secretary of the Terri- 
torial Legislatare. In these positions he increased 
his reputation, for he seemed to know exactly how 
everything connected with administrative affairs 
should be done, and possessed the tact to do it ac- 
curately and promptly. 

Charles C. Trowbridge, of Detroit, in a letter to 
Lyman C. Draper, of the Wisconsin State Histori- 
cal Society, says: “I found Doty here when I 
came, in September, 1819, and roomed with him; 
made tie tour of the lakes with him in Gen. Cass’ 
expedition of 1820, and enjoyed his uninterrupted 


of the Territory and its re- 
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friendship. He became the law partner of George 
McDougal, * * who predicted from the first that 
Doty would beeome a man of mark. The partner- 
ship continued several years—I think until Doty 
was made Judge of the Northern District. * * 
While he lived in Detroit, Gov. Doty was dis- 
tinguished for close application to his profession 
and for frugality.” 

In 1820 Lewis Cass made his famous tour of the 
lakes, and penetrated to the source of the Missis- 
sippi in a flotilla of birch-bark canoes, Doty was 
secretary of the expedition, and his report is still 
looked upon as embodying the most accurate in- 
formation to be had in reference to the condition 
of the country before it was settled by the whites— 
game, food-products, Indian tribes and habits, tim- 
ber, etc. “Northern Wisconsin in 1820,” in Vol. 
VII Wisconsin Historical Collections. At the close 
of this expedition, at the age of twenty-two, having 
already revised and published the laws of Michi- 
gan, Doty went to Washington and was admitted 
to practice before the United States Supreme Court. 

In 1823, all the country west of Lakes Michigan 
and Superior, in the old Northwest Territory, was 
set off into a new judicial district, and Mr. Doty 
was appointed by President Monroe to be its first 
judge. It is not possible now to fully appreciate 
the dangers and responsibilities which this appoint- 
ment entailed. He was compelled to establish this 
hitherto unknown authority at Prairie du Chien, 
Green Bay and Mackinaw; traveling with bis books, 
papers and records, on horseback, between these 
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widely-separated points through a hostile and un- 
known country. Besides, the condition of such as 
called themselves settlers was, in its way, even 
worse. Ateach point were a few soldiers; here and 
there were traders living with Indian women and 
everywhere around and mixed in with them were 
Indians subject to no authority whatever, as they 
believed. He was compelled to hear murder trials, 
divorce suits, actions upon contracts, controversies 
between trappers, claims to lands yet unsurveyed, 
to settle conflicts between civil and military author- 
ity, and generally to bring order out of social 
chaos; and here should be recorded Mr. Doty’s 
most important and difficult work—laying the 
foundation of society and teaching these wild classes 
to respect and obey the laws. At first the people 
were disposed to resist the Judge’s authority, as he 
at once began to compel those who had been living 
with Indian women to marry or leave them and 
provide for whatever offspring had been the fruits 
of these strange unions. 

Judge Doty’s record, from the time of his first 
term at Mackinaw, beginning on July 21, 1823, to 
November, 1832, is preserved in the vaults of the 
State Historical Society at Madison, and is a 
model of neatness and perspicuity. 

In 1832 he was appointed by the Secretary of 
War to lay out military roads from Green Bay to 
Prairie du Chien and to Ft. Dearborn, now Chicago, 
and in 1834 was elected to serve as a member of 
the Territorial Legislature of Michigan, drafting 
and passing the act which made Michigan a State, 
and Wisconsin a Territory. 

The first legislature of the Territory of Wiscon- 
sin met in 1836 and fixed the seat of government. 
There were several candidates—some real places, 
like Fond du Lac, Mineral Point, Cassville, Bel- 
mont and Green Bay, and some cities on paper. 
Mr. Doty, knowing the topography of the country 
better than any other man, entered a large tract of 
land between the lakes at Madison—a beautiful lo- 
cation—platted it, and offered free a site in the 
midst of a fine natural park for the capitol buildings. 
After a bitter fight he was victorious, and Madison 
was chosen as the seat of government. From this 
event dated the unparalleled political assaults upon 
Mr. Doty, which did not cease until he was com- 


pletely out of the public eye—the foundation for 
it all —being the disappointment of speculators and 
politicians who wanted the capital located else- 
where; yet all concede now that Gov. Doty selected 
the most beautiful location in the Sta* for the 
State House. 

In 1837 he was elected delegate to Cong: ess; was 
re-elected two years later, and served until he was 
made Governor and Superintendent of Indian 
Affairs of Wisconsin Territory, in which capacity 
he served from Oct. 5, 1841 to Sept. 16, 1844, 

Gov. Doty’s first message was long and compre- 
hensive. He opposed all laws creating monopolies— 
charters granting exclusive privileges; recom- 
mended that steps be taken to organize a State; 
that bank circulation should be circumscribed and 
rendered more stable; that, to encourage the intro- 
duction of sheep and growth of wool, sheep and 
their fleeces be exempt from taxation; that a more 
effective system for the support of common schools 
should be devised, and that all the Indians be re- 
moved from the Territory. 

Although his administration was stormy and un- 
pleasant—an open rupture occurring between him- 
self and the Legislature—Gov. Doty was active 
and ambitious in behalf of the people of the Terri- 
tory. He made a vigorous attempt to have the 
southern boundary of Wisconsin established on a 
line drawn westward from the head of Lake Michi- 
gan, as the Ordinance of 1787 provided, which 
would have made Chicago instead of Milwaukee 
the metropolis of Wisconsin. 

In 1846 he was chosen to serve in the conven- 
tion called to form a new State constitution, and in 
1849 was elected to Congress, and re-elected in 
1851. While serving in this capacity he was 
branded as an Abolitionist, because, desiring to 
protect an important interest in his State, he re- 
fused to vote to repeal the duty on lead. 

In 1861 he was appointed Superintendent of In- 
dian Affairs of Utah, and made the first treaty ever 
had with the Shoshonees. In May, 1863 he was 
made Governor of Utah, in which capacity he was 
forced to contend with the bloody and unscrupu- 
lous powers of the Mormon Church, and which 
office he held at the time of his death, June 13. 
1865. 
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HE Tallmadge family is of 

Saxon descent, as the name, 

originally spelled Tolle- 

mache, indicates. Burke 

O says, “It bas flourished with 

SY the greatest honor in an unin- 
terrupted male succession in the 

County of Suffolk since the first 

arrival of the Saxons in Eng- 

land, a period of more than 
thirteen centuries. Tollemache, 

JR Lord of Bentley, and Stoke Tolle- 
DE mache, in the County of Oxford, 


lived in the Sixth century; and 
1 


upon the old manor-house of Bent- 


ley is still the following inscription: Before the 
Norman into England came, Bentley was my resi- 
dence and Tollemache my name.” 

Joel, father of N. P. Tallmadge, served with 
honor in the War of the Revolution, and was pres- 
ent at the surrender of Gen. Burgoyne. Nathaniel 
P. wasborn at Chatham, Columbia Co., N. Y., on 
Feb. 8, 1795. He first attracted attention by an 
unusual thirst for knowledge, beginning latin with- 
out a tutor, while yet in the district school. So 
conspicuous was the boy’s ability to acquire inform- 
ation that he was placed under the care of William 
H. Maynard, from whom he imbibed modes of 
thought that colored his entire life, 

After graduating from Williams College with 
honor in 1815, he began the study of law in the 
office of Gen. James Tallmadge, in Poughkeepsie, 
ko taught him to be thorough rather than in haste 
o pass an examination. In 1818 he was admitted to 
tbe bar and began the practice of his profession, 


wholly eschewing politics until 1828, when he was 
elected to the Assembly from Duchess County. 
Though this Legislature was composed of excep- 
tionally able men, when it came to revising the 
statutes young Tallmadge showed such a complete 
knowledge of the principles of law and govern- 
ment that he was soon acknowledged to be a leader. 


In 1829 he waselected to the State Senate, where 
he made a reputation that extended far beyond 
the borders of his state. DeWitt Clinton’s Erie 
canal project having always been defended by him, 
he was made chairman of the committee on canals. 

The subject of railways had begun to attract at- 
tention in the United States. No man in the 
country had a more thorough understanding than 
Mr. Tallmadge of the experiments in Europe with 
steam transportation, and this knowledge was em- 
bodied in an elaborate report to the Senate, which 
discussed the subject in a manner that would do 
credit to the present day. He pointed out that 
railway transportation would sooner or later super- 
sede every other form, as railways do not freeze in 
the winter nor dry up in the summer, besides in 
speed and safety, they will be incomparable.” He 
especially desired to see a railroad built along the 
banks of the Hudson River, between New York 
and Albany, for the purpose of testing his theory 
that boats could not long compete with locomotives. 

Before the expiration of his term in the State 
Senate he was elected to the United States Senate 
for the term of six years beginning March 4, 1833. 
Although perhaps the youngest man in that body 
Mr. Tallmadge exerted a marked influence in shap- 
ing legislation. He was a sound logician and pol- 
ished orator and had the reputation of fully under- 
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standing whatever matter he undertook to discuss. 
His controversy with Calhoun on the right of col- 
ored people to present petitions to Congress was 
able and memorable. 

But that which disclosed his real strength and 
audacity of character was his controversy with 
President Van Buren, some of whose recommend- 
ations he opposed. At last the two were brought 
toa personal interview, which was described as 
very interesting owing to the attempt of the Presi- 
dent to intimidate the Senator from New York. 

On returning from Washington, Mr. Tallmadge 
reccived an ovation, which was intended as an ap- 
proval of his opposition to Van Buren. A process- 
ion met him at the steamboat landing as an escort 
to the Astor House, andin the evening he was hon- 
ored with a reception at National Hall. 

His popularity was now great, and he proceeded 
to organize the Democracy of New York for the 
purpose of defeating Van Buren. While this was 
going on, in 1839, he was triumphantly re-elected 
to the Senate. Having been ostracized by the ad- 
ministration organs of his party, hampered by the 
use of executive power and denounced as an apos- 
tate, his re-election was generally regarded as fore- 
shadowing the fate of Van Buren, and soit proved. 
Mr. Tallmadge could have been the nominee for 
vice-president on the ticket with Gen. Harrison, 
but declined that. honor, as he did also the offer 
of a seat in Harrison’s cabinet and a foreign mis- 
sion. 

In 1844, having purchased a beautiful tract of 
land near Fond du Lac, in every way fit for the es- 
tablishment of a baronial home, with the intentiom 
of making Wisconsin his future residence, Presi- 
dent Tyler nominated him for Governor of the 
Territory. After some deliberation he resolved to 
resign his position in the United States Senate and 
accept the office. 

Mr. Tallmadge succeeded James D. Doty as 
chief executive of this Territory, on Sept. 16, 
1844, and held the office until May 13, 1845, when, 
the Democrats having again succeeded to power, 
he was removed and Gov. Dodge appointed. 

Mr. Tallmadge, on becoming Governor, found 
the people full of excitement, owing to the stormy 
controversy between the Legislature and Gov, Doty; 
but he soon restored and harmony, and 
worked hand in hand with that body, to which 
he delivered his message in person on Jan. 17, 1845. 

In this message he pointed out that the famous 
Milwaukee € Rock River Canal had been aband- 


oned, its projectors having sold enough of the 
land grant to build a water power at Milwaukee, 
and recommended that a railway from the Missis- 
sippi to Lake Michigan, should be built to take its 
place. 

He also opposed as too early in a new settlement 
to be wise, the proposed extension of the period 
required for naturalization to twenty-one years, 
and recommended the establishment for the pro- 
motion of agriculture, of “pattern farms,” agricul- 
tural societies, and agricultural schools. Those 
who now take note of our university farm and 
agricultural experiment station, our farmers’ insti- 
tutes and our numerous agricultural associations, 
all fostered by public appropriations, must be im- 
pressed with the foresight of Gov. Tallmadge. 

So dignified, courteous and able was this mes- 
sage that the Legislature authorized 750 copies of 
it to be printed in German; the first time such an 
unusual thing was ever done in Wisconsin. 

On retiring from the office of Governor, Mr. 
Tallmadge abandoned active politics, and though 
continuing his residence at Fond du Lac, spent a 
large portion of his time in Washington, where he 
was ever ready to advance the interests of Wiscon- 
sin. 

Gov. Tallmadge was a lover of literature, phil- 
osophy and good company. His speeches and 
writings abound in apt and beautiful poetical quo- 
tations; he eagerly espoused any controversy 
upon the problem of life, of which he took an 
ethereal though philosophical view, and his spa- 
cious home was ever open to his hosts of friends. 

There settled near Fond du Lac at an early day 
a considerable list of peopie remarkable for wealth, 
culture and hospitality. In fact there was no 
social coterie in the Territory at all to be compared 
with the one under mention at the time Govs. 
Doty and Tallmadge settled at Fond du Lac; and 
the life they lived of constantly interchanging 
social amenities of the most cordial and polished 
character, can hardly be understood by the present 
generation. Their children were taught French, 
music and art by private tutors; they gave hunting 
and other parties on a broad scale; they regarded 
the poor with consideration and respect and they 
added in every way acharm and wholesome gla- 
mour to society that had never been seen in a new 
country and is not now to be found anywhere. In 
all this the Tallm ılge family were leaders for many 
yearsand very popular. 

Gov. Tallmadge was romantic and fine-grained 
in his organization, as may be seen by reading an 
early volume published by him—“ Healing of the 
Nations.” He left an autobiography, which is to 
be published in the future. 
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IX R. DEWEY has been a con- 

s picuous character in Wis- 

consin for more than half a 

century, and unless Moses 

M. Strong be excepted, is 

personally familiar with 

F men, events, facts, and political 

secrets than any man now living. 

XƏ, About these matters, however, 

PY he was never very talkative, hav- 

ing been a believer in an early ad- 

monition by James Buchanan : “Say 

little and write nothing for the 

public eye.” Mr. Dewey is the 

son of Ebenezer and Lucy (Web- 

ster) Dewey, and was born in the 

tuwn of Lebanon, State of Connecticut, on Decem- 

ber 19, 1813. The following year his parents re- 

moved to Otsego County, in the State of New 

York, where his youthful days were spent in the 
town of Butternuts, now Morris, 

The early education of Mr. Dewey was com- 
menced in the district school of that place. At 
the age of sixteen he was sent to Hamilton Acad- 
emy, then under charge of Prof. Zenos Moore, in 
the town of Hamilton, Chenango Co., N. Y., where 
he remained three years. Among his classmates 
were William Pitt Lynde, for many years Member 
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of Congress from Milwaukee, and Prof. J. W. 
Sterling, of the University of Wisconsin, both now 
deceased. 

After leaving the academy Mr. Dewey taughr 
school in the town of Morris one year, after which 
he read law, first with his father then with the law 
firm of Hansen & Davis, and later with Samuel $. 
Bowne, of Cooperstown. Leaving Bowne's office in 
May, 1836, for Wisconsin, he arrived at the lead 
mines on the 19th of June, and in Cassville, 
bis present home, in Grant County, on the Missis- 
sippi River, about a week later. He was admitted 
to the bar on an examination held by Charles Dunn, 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the Territory 
of Wisconsin, in 1838, and practiced law with J. 
Allen Barber (deceased) until May, 1848. 

At the first election of county officers in Grant 
County, in 1837, Mr. Dewey was elected Register 
of Deeds. He moved to Lancaster the same year, 
where he lived seventeen years. While residing 
there he held various county offices, and was elected 
to the Territorial Legislature three times, once 
being chosen Speaker of the House of Represent- 
atives, and Vice-President of the Council. 

In May, 1848, Wisconsin having been admitted 
to the Union, Mr. Dewey was elected by the Demo. 
crats to be its first Governor, over John H. Tweedy, 
by a majority of over 5,000. The various depart- 
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ments being new, the functions strange and numer- 
ous, and many of the subordinates unused to pub- 
lic service of any kind, his position was one of 
many difficulties and required great patience and 
care. For the first time all State matters were 
divorced from Federal control; appointments must 
be made in spite, or at the dictation of local in- 
fluence ; responsibility for errors was transferred from 
Washington to Madison, and there was the general 
pressure and chaos attendant upon a new order of 
things on a large scale. So well, however, did he dis- 
charge the duties of his office, that he was re-nomi- 
nated and re-elected, in 1849, by a larger majority 
than before for the full term of two years. In Janu- 
ary, 1853, at the end of his second gubernatorial 
term, he retired to private life, but at the first op- 
portunity, during the fall of that year, was called out 
again, being nominated for the State Senate ín the 
16th District, and elected over Orsamus Cole, now 
Chief Justice of the Wisconsin Supreme Court, by a 
majority of three votes, 

In 1855 he removed to Cassville, which has 
been his home since, except five years, from 1858 
to 1863, during which time he lived in Platteville. 
While living in Lancaster he was chosen chairman 
of the Town Board one term, and also Chairman 
of the County Board of Supervisors one term, He 
was Director of the School Board which built the 


first school-house in Lancaster. While at Plotte- 
ville he was twice elected President of the Village 
Board, and was Director of the School Board that 
built the brick school-house at that place. He was 
Chairman of the Town Board of Cassville seven 
years, and was director of the School Board that 
erected the new Cassville school building, In 1873 
he was appointed State’s Prison Commissioner by 
Gov. Taylor, and for half a century has been a 
member or nominee of every ‘Territorial and 
State Convention held in Wisconsin by the 
Democratic party, besides being many times a 
delegate to their national conventions for nomi- 
ating candidates for President, and frequently on 
the State electoral ticket, either as district elector 
or elector-at- large. Everywhere, though quiet 
and reserved, he was a familiar figure, with his 
long, double-breasted frock coat of black broadcloth, 
Byronic collar, and intensely black beard and hair. 

Gov. Dewey was always a man of strong will 
and modest actions. It is said thatthe numberless 
honors with which his party has adorned his life, 


came always without solicitation, and in all his 
positions of trust no one has ever thought of ques- 
tioning his integrity. In his notions and habits he 
has been as changeless as in his political principles, 
and it is said that, until this sketch was prepared, 
the public had no knowledge of the day or place of 
his birth. 


Nors:—Gov. Dewey died at his late home in Cassville, July 21, 1889, 
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HIS distinguishea gentleman 
la had fewer personal and po- 
litical enemies than any man 
who ever served as Gov- 
ernor of the State, and he 
himself died without knowing 
exactly why it was so, or why 
and how he was ever made Gov- 
ernor. Capt. James Farwell, of 
Massachusetts, married Rebecca 
Cady, of Vermont, and settled 
near Watertown, N. Y., where the 
first fruit of this union, Leonard 
J., was born on Jan. 5, 1819. In 
1824, Mrs, Farwell died, and in 
1830 she was followed by her hus- 
band. Thus, at the age of eleven 
years, Leonard was left an orphan 
and poor, He attended the dis- 
trict school until his fourteenth 
year, and then entered a dry-goods 
store. This business not suiting 

i his tastes, he applied himself to 
mastering the tinner’s trade, at the same time mak- 
ing a careful study of book-keeping and the founda- 
dation principles of trade and commerce. 

In 1838, having completed his apprenticeship, 
young Farwell settled at Lockport, III., and with- 
out other capital than energy, and the tools and 
knowledge of his trade, opened a small tinshop and 
ard wars stoa, Although he soon built up a good 


GOVERNORS OF WISCONSIN, 


business, he thought he could see that Lockport 
was not destined to become a large city, and there- 
fore, on his twenty-first birthday, namely, Jan. 5, 
1840, sold out and removed at once to Milwaukee, 
where he opened a general hardware store on a 
large scale, 

Having a perfect knowledge of the details of the 
business, and possessing great energy and capacity, 
Mr. Farwell soon made his new venture a success, 
and in a few years, by judicious and liberal adver- 
tising, built up the largest wholesale house in Wis- 
consin, and perhaps the largest in the West. 

In 1846 he made a tour of the West Indies, and 
on his return, having observed that the entire coun- 
try was growing steadily and rapidly, purchased 
about one-half of what is now the city of Madison, 
including the water-power at the outlet of Fourth 
Lake. 

In September 1847, he started on an extended 
tour of the Old World, visiting between that date 
and the spring of 1849, the chief points of interest in 
Europe, Asia, Africa, and Great Britain, contribut- 
ing regularly to the Milwaukee Sentinel incidents of 
travel and observations upon the countries visited. 

On returning from abroad, Mr. Farwell disposed 
of his business in Milwaukee, and began to carry 
into execution his plan for making a beautiful and 
prosperous city of Madison, the first move being to 
erect a saw-mill and grist-mill, so the people might 
have lumber and flour without traveling great dis- 
tances over unimproved roads. He straightcned 
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and deepened the channel of the Catfish River, 
which connects Fourth and Third lakes; drained 
the lowlands; laid out roads and streets far into 
the country; built bridges and sidewalks; planted 
trees along the streets of his entire purchase; erected 
many costly buildings and graded the thorough- 
fares; gave the lakes the Indian names they now 
bear and planted their waters with new varieties of 
fish (some of which are now caught by the ton); 
established the Madison Museum; started a woolen 
factory and the first machine-shop and foundry; 
helped to build the gas works, water cure, Capitol 
House—in fact, either conceived or had a strong 
hand in building up almost everything that made 
Madison what it is, 

As he had, in 1851, given Madison what in these 
days would be called a “boom,” some one, it is not 
possible to say who, conceived the idea of nominat- 
ing Mr. Farwell for Governor on the Whig ticket. 

The Whigs were in a hopeless minority, and Mr. 
Farwell was wholly unknown in politics; indeed, 
very few could say positively whether he was a 
Whig or Democrat. His wealth, his energy, his un- 
bounded public-spirit, and his great personal popu- 
larity, however, carried him through the conven- 
tion with a hurrah. The unanimous enthusiasm of 
the convention became epidemic, and spread over 
the State likea prairie fire; party lines were broken, 
the Democracy was demoralized, and Mr. Farwell, 
though all the other Whig nominees were defeated, 
was elected. 

Thus, ut the age of thirty-two, and in ten years, 
he had acquired a fortune, made long journeys on 
both hemispheres, built a city, and became chief 
executive of his adopted State—an unparalleled 
achievement, 

As Governor he tried to do for the entire State 
what, as a private citizen, he had been doing for 
Madison, promote material interests in a solid and 
wholesome way; and though the Legislature was 
politically adverse, his important recommendations 
were all carried into effect by that bod y—a separate 
Supreme Court, a State banking system, a geologi- 
cal survey, an imigration agency, and other things 
of that sort. 

Mr. Farwell did not wish to be a nominee for 
Governor, nor to fill the office, and the committee 


sent to notify him of his nomination could not at 
first discover his whereabouts—he was in hiding. 
Therefore he refused to permit the use of his name 
a second time, and returned to his mills, real-estate, 
and railroad enterprises, in January, 1854. 

The financial revulsion of 1857 prostrated Mr. 
Farwell to such an extent that he never fully re- 
covered. His railroad investment: proved par- 
ticularly disastrous, though Madison property, of 
which he held large amounts, also became practi- 
cally worthless, and so remained for years. He then 
retired to a farm on Lake Mendota, just outside of 
Madison, where he superintended the erection of 
the buildings for the State Asylum for Insane, but 
otherwise engaged in no public enterprises. 

In 1859 he was elected to the State Legislature, 
in the hope of bringing him again into public life. 
In 1863 he was made Assistant Examiner in the 
Patent Office, and three months later Chief Ex- 
aminer of new inventions, which position he re- 
signed in 1870, for the purpose of embarking in the 
patent business in Chicago. 

On the night of the assassination of Lincoln, Mr. 
Farwell was in Ford’s Theatre, and from his previ- 
ous information, comprehended at once that the 
threatened conspiracy to kill the principal officers 
of the administration was being carried into effect, 
and hastened at all speed from the theatre to the 
room of Vice-President Johnson, reaching there 
just in time to prevent Atzerot from executing that 
part of the terrible plot which had been assigned to 
him. 

For thus saving his life, Mr. Johnson tendered to 
Mr. Farwell any position he might desire, but the 
offer was declined on the ground that public offices 
should not be used for the payment of debts of 
gratitude. 

The great fire in Chicago in 1872, inflicted an- 
other severe financial blow upon him, and Mr. 
Farwell then removed to Grant City, Mo., where he 
was engaged in the real estate and banking busi- 
ness until his death on April 11, 1889, at the age of 
seventy years, 

Gov. Farwell was an able, honest, energetic 
patriotic, and useful citizen and public official, 
and can not be remembered with too much kindness 
and gratitude by the people of Wisconsin. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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Willian augustus Bars stow, 


HARACTER is one thing 
and reputation another. A 
kinder heart or a truer friend 


than Gov. Barstow would | 


be hard to find; yet partisan 
politics gave to him for a 
time such a notorious and 


for those who did not know him per- 
sonally to believe him practically de- 
void of any good quality. Unless it 
was James Duane Doty, no other 
Governor was the victim of more 
slander or more bitter attacks. Some 
of this he may have deserved,but much 
of it was as unjust as all of it was relentless. The 
Barstows came from Yorkshire, England, where 
they bore a distinguished name, and settled in 
Massachusetts and Connecticut in 1635. William 
Augustus was born at Plainfield, Conn., Sept. 13, 
1813. His father, who served in the Revolution, 
was a man of great force of character, a farmer. 
William was reared on the family homestead, attend- 
ing the district school during the winter, and tilling 
the soil during the summer. 

An elder brother, Samuel H., opened a store at 
Norwich, Conn., in which at sixteen years of age 
William became aclerk. In April, 1834 he gave 
up this position and entered into partnership with 


another brother, Horatio N., at Cleveland, in mill- 
ing and forwarding, and built up an extensive 
business from a very modest beginning. 


The financial revolution of 1837, as it did many 


| wealthier firms, compelled the brothers to suspend. 
| After settling up their affairs as best they could, 


William, in November, 1839, removed to what was 
then Prairieville, where he had purchased the water- 
power and 160 acres of land within what is now the 
city of Waukesha. He at once erected a flouring- 
mill and opened a store, soon becoming the head 
of a prosperous business and one of the foremost 
men of the place. In those days Waukesha was 
called the Hub,“ as it was really the political cen- 
tre of the Territory. 

Ina new country a merchant and miller will find 
many opportunities to counsel, relieve, and materi- 
ally encourage the poorer settlers. Mr. Barstow 
failed to see none of these opportunities, nor to 
help those in misfortune or distress. His course in 
this respect gained a wide circle of grateful and 
devoted friends, who always remembered him when 
he was a candidate for office. 

In 1841 he was made Postmaster,and for some time 


served as one of the three County Commissioners 


of Milwaukee County, whiclt then embraced what 
is now Waukesha County. While filling the office 
of Commissioner he was instrumental in setting off 
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the territory and creating the county of Wauke- 
sha in 1846, establishing the county-seat in Wau- 
kesha village. It was also his idea to have the 
State prison established in Waukesha, in which he 
so far succeeded as to have what is now the county 
jail, a stone building, used for the confinement of 
convicts sentenced to the State penitentiary by the 
United States Courts. 

In 1849 Mr. Barstow was nominated and elected 
by the Democrats to be Secretary of State. In this 
office he served two years from the 7th of January, 
1850, and during that time was charged with the 
difficult task of bringing into market and selling 
the State school lands, Probably no Secretary was 
ever called upon to perform more new and import- 
ant duties or settle more precedents. In these his 
business genius found ample opportunity for dis- 
play. Besides having a large amount of new work 
to perform, he was compelled, on finding the rec- 
ords of the office in a condition of chaos, “with his 
own hand,” as has been said by his private secre- 
tary, E. M. Hunter, “to write out in the most com- 
plete and finished manner nearly the full record of 
the office up to the moment it came under his con- 
trol.” 

In 1853 Mr. Barstow was elected Governor by 
the Democrats, taking his seat in January, 1854, 
His first message gave evidence of unusual ability 
and public-spirit; his appointments were creditable 
and satisfactory, among them that of the poet, 
James Gates Percival, to succeed Edward Daniels 
as State Geologist. 

Although his administration was stormy, he was 
renominated in 1855, his opponent being Coles 
Bashford. The campaign against him was one of 
unparalleled bitterness and violent personalities. 
When it was over the returns showed that Gov. 
Barstow had been defeated by a few votes, but the 
board of canvassers accepted some “supplemental” 
returns from the pine forests, which, had they not 
turned out to be in every respect fraudulent, would 
have made him Governor again. 

Mr. Bashford carried the matter before the Su- 
preme Court, which enabled Gov. Barstow to see 
the spurious character of the “supplemental” re- 
turns, whereupon he resigned, greatly to his own 
honor and to the disgust of those who laid the 
scheme to corrupt the ballot and overturn the will 
of the people. Had he followed the advice of a 
few hot-heads, who were near to him and who were 
more responsible than himself for whatever caused 
the attacks on his administration, there would have 
been bloodshed. 

Being at the head of his party Gov. Barstow 
naturally became the target for all the criticisms 
and odium which this barefaced fraud upon the 
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ballot called forth; but it has always been said by 
those who knew the truth, that he had no hand in 
suggesting or preparing the spurious returns, and 
did not know their utterly fraudulent character 
until after his opponent, Bashford, had taken the 
case into court. 

Two years later he removed to Janesville and 
entered into the business of banking with Alex T. 
Gray and E. M. Hunter, which soon proved a 
failure. Gov. Barstow then returned to milling, 
which he followed until he entered the army in 
1861 as Colonel of a regiment of cavalry recruited 
by himself, 

Col. Barstow’s health being impaired, he was in 
1862 made Provost Marshal General of Kansas, 
charged with the responsible task of clearing that 
section of guerrillas. 

In 1863 his health becoming still further im- 
paired by his efforts to command his regiment, he 
was detailed upon court-martial duties at St. Louis, 
which lasted to the end of his term of service, or 
to March 4, 1865. 

Col. Barstow then went to Leavenworth for the 
purpose of engaging in business. He was, however, 
too feeble to do so, and slowly sank until Dec. 13, 
1865, when he passed away at the age of fifty-two. 
“He fills,” says Col. E. A. Calkins, a firm and life- 
long friend, “a soldier's grave, for he as truly died 
in the cause of his country as if he had received a 
fatal wound in battle, I shall never cease to cher- 
isn his memory for his many manly virtues, for his 
intrepid spirit, which was not disturbed either in 
the decisive emergencies of political conflict or the 
more trying vicissitudes of peril and distress, and 
for the integrity with which he adhered to one set 
of principles, and one set of friends throughout his 
career.” 

In his younger days Mr. Barstow was consid- 
ered the handsomest man in Wisconsin, and was 
very popular with all classes, so far as they could 
come in contact with him. His friendships were 
warm, sincere and lasting, and there was no sacri- 
fice too great for him to make for those he loved. 
Had he been less tenacious of his friendships, es- 
pecially unworthy ones, his public reputation would 
not have been so much in need of defense. 

Like Alex W. Randall, whose friend and associate 
he was for many years, Gov. Barstow was a great 
lover of sociability and fun; like James Duane 
Doty, he had no enemies save those made by politics, 
and it is sad to record that one who had occupied 
such high places and possessed so many friends, 
and who loved so dearly the kind offices of friend- 
ship, should, as Gov. Barstow did, die among 
strangers and be compelled to receive the last sad 

| attentions of life from stranger hands. 
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popularity enough to enable 
him to reach the highest 
office in the gift of the peo- 
ple of the State ina shorter 
period—less than five years 
from the time he settled in 
Wisconsin—than has ever sufficed to 
make any other man Governor of Wis- 
consin, But few men ever possessed 
an equal faculty for making and re- 
taining friends. Mr. Bashford was 
born at Cold Spring, Putnam Co.. 
We EA 24, 1816. He was edu- 
cated in the Wesleyan Seminary, now 
Genesee College, at Lima, N. Y., where he was a 
brilliant student. He studied law with John M. 
Holley, at Lyons, N. Y., and in 1841 was admitted 
‘o the bar. During the following year he removed 
to, and in 1847 was elected District Attorney of 
Wayne County. Though re-elected with increased 
popularity, he resigned in 1850, and removed to 
the growing city of Oshkosh, Wis., where he at 
once became a prominent figure at the bar and in 
politics, 

In 1851 he was in the Whig State convention, 
and assisted in the nomination of Leonard J. Far- 


Jan. 
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well for Governor, and the next year, almost as 
soon as he was eligible, was elected to the State 
Senate asa Whig and Free Soiler. Proving an 
able and useful Senator he was re-elected in 1854, 
for the years 1855-56 but resigned to become, in 
1855, the first Republican candidate for Governor. 
The campaign was more hotly contested than any 
of its predecessors, and by the first and true returns 
Mr. Bashford was elected by a small majority, 
though the other Republican nominees were de- 
feated 


However, several sets of “supplemental” returns 
were concocted as coming from remote points in 
the pineries. These, purporting in some cases to 
have come from places known to be without white 
inhabitants, were overwhelmingly in favor of the 
Democratic candidate, Barstow, and were of course 
manufactured in sufficient numbers to overcome the 
small majority honestly cast for Mr. Bashford. 
The State Board of Canvassers were partisans of 
Barstow, and so received and counted these spurious 
returns from uninhabited districts, and declared 
him elected. 

Mr. Barstow took the oath of office, as usual, in 
the executive chamber, on the 7th of January, 
1856, and continued personally in charge of the 
office. On the same day, at noon, Mr. Bashford 
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appeared before the Supreme Court and was sworn 


| 


in as Governor by Chief Justice Whiton. Thence | 


he proceeded to the executive chamber and form- 
ally demanded possession; but Mr. Barstow, pre- 
senting his compliments and respects, declined to 
abdicate or vacate. Thereafter, on the request of 
Mr. Bashford, the Attorney General of the State 
filed an information with the Supreme Court in- 
quiring by what right or title Barstow held the 
office of Governor, and the Court summoned the 
defendant to appear and make answer thereto. He 
did not appear until February 2, when his attorneys 
moved to quash all proceedings thus far had under 
vie writ, for the reason that the Court had no juris- 
dition of the case. This motion was denied, the 


Co.ırt holding at the same time, that the filing of | 


the motion was an admission by Mr. Barstow that 
the allegations in the information filed by the At- 
torney General were true. He was ordered also to 
appear and plead before a certain fixed day. 

The acting Governor’s attorneys pleaded to the 
jurisdiction of the Court. Mr. Bashford interposed 
a demurrer to this plea, which was sustained and 
Mr. Barstow required to answer within four days. 
His attorneys then withdrew from the case, on the 
ground that to continue further would be an ad- 
mission that the Court had rightful and final juris- 
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| principale, bloodshed might have followed. The Re- 


publicans proposed, if Barstow should refuse to 
obey the order of the Court, in case it should be 
against him, to take possession and inau 
Bashford by force. On the other hand the Demo- 
crats claimed that the Court had no right to in- 
quire into whether Barstow had been legally or 
fraudulently elected, or whether he had been elected 
at all, and were prepared to resist with force and 
arms any movement the Republicans might make. 
Arms were stored in the basement of the capitol, 
and in some of the hotels in Madison, and for a 
time a reign of civil strife seemed inevitable. But 
as Bashford only asked to have both parties obey 
and abide by the judgment of the Court, and as 
Barstow was opposed to using force to resist carry- 
ing out that judgment, should it be unfavorable to 
him, an armed collision was averted. 

The legal aspect of the case was no less interest- 
ing, Bashford’s attorneys being Edward G. Ryan, 
Alex. M. Randall and Timothy O. Howe; and 


' Barstow’s being Harlow S. Orton, Jonathan E. 


diction over it. The Court then held that every- | 


thing pleaded by Mr. Bashford was confessed by 


the default of Mr. Barstow; yet declined to con- | 


form to general usage and enter judgment for the 
plaintiff then and there, but ordered plaintiff to 
produce evidence to prove his case. Mr. Bashford 
might have demanded judgment upon the default 
of the defendant, but instead proceeded to bring in 
proof of the truth of his allegations. 

The evidence thus produced was so clear in es- 
tablishing the spuriousness of the “supplemental” 
returns that Mr. Barstow resigned on March 21, 
and Arthur MacArthur, Lieutenant-Governor, be- 
came Governor instead of Bashford, because the 
Court had not yet rendered a final decision. The 
Supreme Court now entered judgment in favor of 
Mr. Bashford, declaring bim duly and rightfully 
elected to the office of Governor, and entitled to 
the executive chair. On the 25th he called on 
MacArthur and demanded possession, intimating 
that he “preferred peaceable measures to force, but 
that the latter would be used if necessary.” The 
Lieutenant-Governor thereupon vacated the chair, 
and Mr. Bashford became Governor. 

This is a memorable case, and one that will make 
the names of Barstow and Bashford forever promi- 
nent in history. It was a time of intense excite- 
ment, and had it not been for the coolness of both 


Arnold and Matt. H. Carpenter, and the case itself 
the very first of its kind in the United States. 
Very little of importance occurred during the in- 
cumbency of Mr. Bashford, save the disposal of 
the St. Croix land grant, which disastrously in- 
volved a large number of prominent men. At the 
end of his term be declined to be a candidate for 
re-election, and afterward, in 1863, removed to 
Tucson, Arizona, resuming the practice of law in 
the meantime at Oshkosh. 

In Arizona his upward career was as rapid and 
popular as it had been at Oshkosh. In 1864 he was 
elected to the Territorial Council, and chosen presi- 
dent of that body almost without opposition. In 
1866 he was made Attorney General of the Terri- 
tory, and the same year elected delegate to Con- 
gress. After the expiration of a term in Congress 
he was appointed Secretary of the Territory. which 
position he held until 1876, when he resigned to 
resume the practice of law,in which he became 
very prominent and madea great deal of money. 

Mr. Bashford died, on the 25th of April, 1878, 
of heart disease, possessed of an ample fortune. He 
is described by Gen. David Atwood, who knew him 


| well, as “able, well-read in the law, genial and pop- 


ular. He was warm in his attachments to friends, 
and would stand by them through any emergency; 
in conversation he was always agreeable and in- 
structive. He was even-tempered and cool at all 
times. Even in the excitement of the guberna- 
torial contest he was the coolest man to be found. 
Well do I remember the contest, and nobly did 
Coles Bashford conduct himself through the trying 
erdeal ” 
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AJA - ISCONSIN has had some able 

men and some strong men as 

I governors; but Mr. Randall 

vas able, strong, patriotic and 

honest. He was a man of 

deep convictions, and always 

gave expression to them in an 

unmistakable manner, or put 

them into practical effect with 

a great deal of force. Mr. Ran- 

dall was of Scotch descent, and 

born at Ames, Montgomery Co., 

N. Y., Oct. 30, 1819. After a 

successful course in the village 

school, he completed his education 

at Cherry Valley, Schoharie Co., 

N. Y., and then studied law and 

was admitted to the bar at the 

age of nineteen. Being ambitious 

and thinking a new and growing 

country better for a poor young 

man, he put his traps into a 

i handkerchief” and started for the 

West, finally settling at Waukesha—then Prairie- 

ville—in 1840, at the age of twenty-one. Here he 

at once opened an office, and, being handsome, 

manly, genial, strong and friendly, soon had a 

profitable business. Indeed, so well did he pros- 

per, that in 1842 he returned to New York for a 
bride, Susan Van Vechten. 

Though very successful and popular as a law- 
yer, Mr. Randall gave so much attention to politics 
and general public affairs as to seriously interfere 
with his income. In 1846 he was elected and 
served as a very valuable member of the Con- 


stitutional Convention. He joined the Free Soil 
Democracy, but did not become very active with 
that party on account of the radicalism of some 
cf the leaders, and remained nominally a Democrat 
until the formation of the Republican party in 
1854, 

In 1847 he took a prominent part in furthering 
the interests of the first railroad in Wisconsin, the 
Milwaukee & Mississippi, now a part of the Chi- 
cago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway system, draft- 
ing the charter and being one of the first directors 
or commissioners. 

In 1854 he was elected to the Assembly and 
voted for Charles Durkee, the first avowed: Repub- 
lican ever elected to the United States Senate as 
such. During the next year he was nominated 
by the Republicans for Attorney-General, but was 
defeated, as were the other nominees except Coles 
Bashford, who secured his seat through legal pro- 
ceedings before the Supreme Court, in which Mr. 
Randall was one of the attorneys. 

In 1856 he was made Judge of the Second 
Judicial District, composed of the counties of Mil- 
waukee and Waukesha, and the next year was 
elected Governor. His administration was firm, 
able and popular, and in 1859 he was re-elected. 

Gov. Randall early foreshadowed the War of 
the Rebellion, and earnestly desired to have Wis- 
consin prepared for it. In his message to the 
Legislature in January, 1861, he said that secession 
was upon the country, adding: “Secession is revo- 
lution; revolution is war; war against the govern- 
ment is treason. * [t is time now to know 
whether we have a government, and, if so, whether 
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it has any strength. Is our written constitution 
more than a sheet of parchment? The nation must 
be lost or preserved by its own strength. Its 
strength is the patriotism of the people. Now is 
the time when politicians must become patriots and 
men, and show their love of country by every sac- 
rifice save that of principle.” In closing this re- 
markable message, he urged the Legislature to 
prepare “to respond to the call of the National 
Government for men and means to preserve the 
integrity of the Union.” 

Three months later Ft. Sumter was fired upon, 
and Lincoln startled the North with his call for 
troops. It was then that the real character of 
Gov. Randall became conspicuous—it was then 
that he was enabled to display his native boldness 
and ability, and his tremendous force of character, 
To him the year 1861 was one of intense activity 
and great responsibility, the State being without 
military organization or an overflowing treasury. 
But he was fully equal to the occasion. Bonds 
were issued, money borrowed from the trust 
funds, authority granted to place the State on a 
war footing, military appointmeuts made, camps 
established, and general preparations for war car- 
ried on throughout the State with vigor. A good 
illustration of his mental make-up is this sentence, 
uttered at the extra session of the Legislature 
called after the news came that Beauregard had 
fired upon Ft. Sumter: “The Rebellion begins 
where Charleston is; let it end where Charleston 
was.” 

Gov. Randall visited all the camps to address 
and cheer the recruits; made frequent journeys to 
Washington to encourage and advise with Lincoln, 
and amidst his thousand new and pressing duties, 
found time to attend personally to many of the 
details necessary to prepare the soldiers for active 
duty. He was in frequent conference with Gov. 
Morton, of Indiana, and materially aided in con- 
ceiving and carrying out those plans of the “war 
governors” of the Northwest which were of such 
signal service to the Federal Government. 

At the close of his second term, in January, 
1862, Gov. Randall was made Minister to Rome by 
President Lincoln. In 1863 he was appointed 
Assistant Postmaster General, and in July, 1865, 


on the resignation of William Dennison, was in- 
vited into the Cabinet by President Johnson, as 
head of the Postoffice Department, in which posi- 
tion he continued until the accession of President 
Grant, in March, 1869. He then opened a law 
office in Washington, and, until failing health com- 
pelled him to retire, enjoyed a very lucrative 
practice. i 

In 1865 Mr. Randall abandoned his residence at 
Waukesha, and later made his home at Elmira, 
N. Y., where he died, on the 26th of July, 1872, 
aged fifty-three. 3 

One of the difficult tasks suocessfully performed 
by Gov. Randall was that of re-establishing and 
maintaining the postal service throughout the 
States that had been in rebellion. It was not a 
thing that could be done by a mere manifesto or 
proclamation, but one that required genius, tact, 
and a profound knowledge of human nature. 

The experiment of assorting and distributing 
mail on moving cars was begun while he was As- 
sistant Postmaster General, in 1863, and during 
his term as Postmaster General this service made 
its greatest strides. He labored constantly to 
simplify this system, clearing away, with his strong, 
decisive hand, the red tape and cumbrous regula- 
tions that at first seriously hindered the operations 
of what is now the most perfect and marvelous 
public service in the world. 

As a jovial, fun-loving person, it is not probable 
that Mr. Randall had his equal in the Northwest. 
His jokes and burlesques were famous for years 
throughout the State. He saw and appreciated the 
bright, the ludicrous and the funny in everything; 
and, to lighten the cares and burdens of life, made 
the most of every opportunity that presented it- 
self. He was perhaps the foremost member of 
that unparalleled secret organization, the “Ancient 
Evanic Order of 1001,” and was the author and 
promoter of some of the most unspeakable of the 
many unspeakable “initiatory” ceremonies for which 
that institution was famous. He was familiarly 
known throughout the country as “Aleck,” and, 
when occupying his highest positions of honor, was 
the same “Aleck”—never an aristocrat, but a man 
of the masses—warm-hearted and generous, genial 
and kind to all. 
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been generally appreci 
ated at his full worth by 
the people of Wisconsin, 
owing probably to the 
fact that the few months 
he was permitted to serve as Gover- 


nor did not afford an opportunity 
for him to become familiar to the 
masses, either in person or officially, 
while his unnatural death occurred 
when the mighty tragedies of the 
Rebellion overshadowed all things 
else and almost buried them forever, 
Mr. Harvey was born July 22, 1820, 
at East Haddam, Conn. During his eighth year 
his parents removed to Strongville, Ohio, where, 
‘he family being poor, he was compelled to help 
earn a livelihood at rude labor. Manual labor, 
however, intensified rather than dampened the 
natural ardor of ambition. He studied as he 
worked, and at nineteen entered the Western Re- 
serve College, at Hudson, Ohio, paying for his 
board by working for it, part of the time asa 
bcok-binder. 

A lack of books and clothing forced him to leave 
school for a time, and ill health drove him perma- 
nanently from college before he could graduate. 
On recovering his health young Harvey taught 
school at Nicholsonville, Ky., and then became 
a tutor in Woodward College, Cincinnati. In 


1841 he settled in Kenosha, Wis., and there opened 
an academy, becoming also, two years later, the 
editor of the American, a Whig newspaper. His 
paper was able and spirited, though courteous, and 
wielded considerable influence. Though several 
times a nominee he was elected to no office in Ken- 
osha, the Whigs being in the minority. However, 
he was appointed Postmaster by President Tyler, 
and made a popular and efficient officer. 

In 1847 Mr. Harvey removed to Clinton, in Rock 
County, and opened a general store. Still main- 
taining his interest in politics and public affairs, he 
was elected, in 1847, to the second constitutional 
convention, in which he helped to frame the organ- 
ic law of the new State. 

Abandoning the pursuit of a merchant, he bought 
the water power at Shopiere, in Rock County, 
erected a large flouring mill on the site of the dis- 
tillery, opened a retail store, and began generally 
to build up the place. The stone church edifice 
of the Congregationalists was built mainly by him 
and the public schools received his constant aid 
and attention. 

In 1853 he was elected to the State Senate and 
re-elected in 1855, serving four years. In 1859 he 
was elected Secretary of State and was very popu- 

. He was considered one of the ablest men and 
the best debater in the Senate, and was a careful 
Secretary of State. Indeed, he was one of the ris- 
ing men of Wisconsin, and, the war of the rebel- 
lion requiring increased activity and ability on the 
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part of public officials, Mr. Harvey was nominated, 
in 1861, by the Republicans, for Governor, and 
was elected by a good majority to succeed Alex. 
W. Randall. On Jan. 10, 1862, he read his inaugural 
message to the Legislature in person, saying: “No 
previous Legislature has convened under equal in- 
centives to a disinterested zeal in the public ser- 
vice. The occasion pleads with you in rebuke of 
all the meaner passions, admonishing to the exer- 
cise of a conscientious patriotism becoming the 
representatives of a Christian people called in God's 
providence to pass through the furnace of a great 
trial of their virtue and of the strength of the 
Government.” 

After the battle of Pittsburg Landing, in which 
Wisconsin troops suffered severely, Gov. Harvey 
asked Surgeon-General Walcott for a list of such 
articles and their relative quantities as would be of 
greatest service in the hospitals and on the field. 
In a very brief space of time after receiving the 
desired information, more than one hundred boxes 
of material had been collected, and were with the 
Governor on their way to the front. Major Jonas 
M. Bundy, who was with the Governor, says: 
“Although pressed with a thousand cares, he made 
it his duty to visit our wounded in the hospital 
boats, taking them each by the hand and cheering 
them more than can well be described. As he 
came round among them, his heart full of kind- 
ness, and his face showing it, tears of joy would 
run down the cheeks of those brave fellows who 
had borne the battle’s brunt unmoved, and they 
lost at once the languor that had settled upon 
them. Then, at Mound City and Paducah, in the 
hospitals and on the hospital boats, it would have 
moved a heart of stone to witness the interviews 
between the Governor and our wounded heroes. 
There was something more than formality in those 
visits, and the men knew it by sure instinct. 
When we went ashore at Savannah for a few hours, 
on our way to Pittsburg, these scenes became still 
more affecting. Over 200 of our wounded were 
there, suffering from neglect and lack of kind care. 
The news of the Governor's arrival spread as if 
by magic, and atevery house those who could stand 
clustered around him, and those who had not raised 
their heads for days sat up, their faces aglow with 


gratitude for the kind looks, and words, and acts, 
which showed their Govefnor's tender care for 
them, At times these scenes were so affecting that 
even the Governor’s self-control failed him, and he 
could not trust himself to talk.” 

On the 19th of April Gov. Harvey bade farewell 
to the soldiers at Pittsburg Landing, and after visit- 
ing Savannah, ten miles below on the river, retired 
for the night on the Dunleith,“ expecting to take 
the “Minnehaha” on the following morning for 
Cairo, At 10 o’clock that night, however, the 
“Minnehaha” came alongside, and in the darkness 
and rain, while attempting to step from one boat 
to the other, he missed his footing and fell between 
the steamers. The rapid current swept him down 
and under a flat boat, and Gov. Harvey was never 
seen alive. A few days later the body was dis- 
covered by children sixty-five miles down the river, 
and buried by residents of the neighborhood. His 
remains were immediately disinterred by the author- 
ities and sent to Madison, where, after lying in 
state in the capitol, they were buried with impres- 
sive public ceremonies in the presence of a great 
concourse of people. 

After the death of Mr. Harvey his wife entered 
the army as a nurse, and there carried forward 
as best she could without the backing and authority 
which he enjoyed as Governor, the noble work 
begun by her husband and which resulted in mak- 
ing her a widow. It is doubtful whether if he had 
lived, he could have accomplished more for our 
soldiers and soldiers’ widows and orphans, than 
stands credited to his indomitable and self-sacrific- 
ing consort. 

Several attempts have been made to induce the 
State to erect a suitable public monument to the 
memory of Gov. Harvey, which, though apparently 
sustained by public sentiment, always resulted in 
failure. He certainly lost his life for his country, 
and while performing a duty not required or ex- 
pected of Governors. 

Besides being a man of good ability and educa- 
tion, Gov. Harvey was large-hearted and philan- 
thropic in an eminent degree. He was a practical. 
generous Christian, ever eager to right any wrong 
he might have done and to help the poor, the weak. 
and the suffering. He was truly a good man. 
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E RSE ISCONSIN never had but 

one naturalized German in 

the gubernatorial chair 

—I.dward Salomon—and 

he was in every respect a 

> credit to his native, as well 

as his adopted, country. He 

was born in 1828, near the city of Hal- 

berstadt, in Prussia, where his father was 

a prominent civil and military official. 

He was educated in the Lutheran faith in 

his native city and afterward was a stu- 

dent in the University of Berlin. Having 

more than the average share of enterprise 

and ambition, young Salomon emigrated 

to America in 1849, settling at Manitowoc, Wis. 

Here he jumped into instant favor, being hand- 

some, polished, and of courtly but pleasant man- 
ners. 

In 1852, after serving as school teacher, County 
Surveyor and Deputy Clerk of the Court, which 
offices came to him about as rapidly as possible, he 
moved to Milwaukee for the purpose of studying 
law, having already become, by the closest applica- 
tion, a fluent and correct writer and speaker of the 
English language. In 1855 he was admitted to the 
bar after a thorough examination by the Justices 
of the Supreme Court and at once formed a part- 
nership with Winfield Smith, which continued until 


Mr. Salomon removed to New York City in No- 
vember, 1869. In Milwaukee he soon became by 
his personal qualities as popular as he had been at 
Manitowoc and by conscientious and thorough 
study earned also the reputation of being a sound 
and accurate lawyer. 

On arriving in America Mr. Salomon quite nat- 
urally espoused the cause of the Democratic party, 
but during Buchanan’s time was “estranged by the 
its leaders to the slave 
power,” and in 1860 openly declared his conver- 
sion to Republican principles. In 1861 he was 
nominated for Lieutenant-Governor on the ticket 
with Louis P. Harvey, and was elected by a larger 
majority than had up to that time been given to 
any gubernatorial candidate on either ticket. He 
served with dignity and fairness as President of 
the Senate, and on April 19, 1862, owing to the 
death by drowning of Gov. Harvey, was called to 
exercise the functions of chief executive. His 
comparative youth, and supposed unfamiliarity 
with political matters, caused some apprebensions to 
many of his own party, but these were allayed 
within a very short time after he assumed the chair. 
He remained Governor until January, 1864, and it 
is certain that during his time the labors of that 
office were continuously more arduous than they 
ever were before or have been since. The duties 2f 
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carrying out within this State the war measures of 
the national government, of organizing the regi- 
ments furnished by the State during that time, and 
of the selection of officers, of overseeing their 
equipment and maintenance, which were afterward 
transferred to federal officers, devolved during the 
time largely upon the Governor. His zeal was un- 
tiring, and his industry unceasing. 

For months in succession he was found in the 
executive office at Madison at all hours, from eight 
in the morning until twelve at night; and no labor 
was deemed by him too arduous, no fatigue too 
great to be borne, if it seemed likely to insure suc- 
cess in the great work which he took upon himself. 
His activity necessarily brought upon him the hos- 
tility of many of the opposite party, and espec- 
ially of those individuals upon whom the war 
seemed to impose special hardships. 

The vigorous measures by which he promptly 
subdued the insurrection against the draft in Ozau- 
kee and Washington countics were the occasion of 
much praise, and upon the other hand of the bit- 
terest censure. Edwin M. Stanton, Secretary of 
War, issued in 1862, what was then known as the 
“stay-at-home order.” It prohibited citizens liable 
to military service from leaving for Canada, or any 
foreign country. This order was particularly obnox- 
ious to a certain large class of naturalized citizens 
who proposed to, and did in considerable numbers | 
return to their native lands to escape the draft, 
Gov. Salomon having been born abroad, these peo- 
ple were very angry because he took such a decided 
stand in enforcing the terms of Stanton’s obnox- 
ious order, He caused a number of people who 
were arrested for participating in the riotous pro- 
ceedings to be brought to Madison, and there con- 
fined in camp prison for some weeks, until, partly 
by the intervention of writs of habeas corpus, and 
partly by the voluntary act of the Governor un- 
der authority of the general government, they were 
discharged. This prompt and energetic action was 
the means of allaying all future dangers of resist- 
ance to the draft, although it made for the Gover- 
nor almost as many enemies as new friends. 

Gov. Salomon’s official acts are part of the history 
of the State, but among them may be named the 
calling of an extra session of the Legislature in the 


year 1862, for the purpose of conferring the right 
upon the soldiers to take part in the elections. 
which right was duly conferred; and for the pur- 
pose of empowering the municipalities of the State 
to raise money for the payment of bounties to vol- 
unteers. During his term of office a very large pro- 
portion of the troops who saw active service in the 
field were sent from the State, and each regiment 
and each company carried into the field the evi- 
dences of the conscientious care and the earnest 
forethought of Gov. Salomon. He visited the 
army in order to see with his own eyes how the 
boys fared in the field, and was a great favorite 
among the Wisconsin troops wherever he met them. 
He spared no pains to contribute to their welfare, 
and among the old veterans there will always exist 
the warmest remembrance of Edward Salomon. 

Gov. Salomon was warmly urged by his friends 
to be a candidate for the nomination of Governor 
in the fall of 1863, but declined persistently, until 
at the request of his friendsin the army, who made it 
a point of duty with him, he reluctantly consented, 
but so late in the campaign that James T. Lewis, 
then Secretary of State, had become conspicuous as 
a candidate. Gov. Salomon, being prompted by 
his first position from making efforts for bis own 
success, failed of the nomination, though hy a nar- 
row margin. 

In 1868 Mr. Salomon’s friends brought bim for- 
ward as a candidate for United States Senator to 
succeed James. R. Doolittle. The campaign was in 
many respects a memorable one, and resulted in the 
election of Matt. H. Carpenter, a resident also of 
Milwaukee. Having received at about this time 
flattering offers to locate in New York City, Mr. 
Salomon concluded to accept and has since made 
that city his home and the seat of his professional 
labors. His practice is very large and profitable, 
and generally of a pleasant though important and 
responsible nature. He has been for some time, 
for instance, the agent of the German Empire, a 
position frequently requiring his personal advice 
presence in Europe. He also takes an active 
part in national politics, more, however, as an inde- 
pendent and reformer than as a strict adherent to 
any party, and in these positions wields a large in- 
fluence. 
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HOUGH quiet and unassum- 
ing in both manners and 
method, Mr. Lewis has en- 
joyed an unusually long list 
of honors in his adopted 
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P State. He was born at Claren- 
don, N. Y., Oct. 30, 1819, his 
father being of New England 
and his mother of Scotch par- 


rents. He thus inherited pa- 

tience, economy, energy and 

n After receiving a com- 

mon-school education, James was 

sent first sent to Clarkson Acad- 

emy and then to Clinton Seminary, 

in which he pursued the English classical course of 

study. Fond from boyhood of military tactics, he 

early joined the State Militia, and was an active 

and enthusiastic soldier. In 1838 he was made 

Sergeant, and in 1840 Lieutenant of the 215th 
Regiment. 

Having to rely upon his own resources, he taught 
school in Western New York in 1840-41-42, and 
thus earned and saved money enough to enable 
him to. pursue the study of law, which he began in 
1842 in the office of Gov. Henry R. Seiden, at 
Clarkson. After completing his studies and secur- 
ing admission to the bar, he started for the West, 
without money or law books, and settled at Colum- 


bus, Wis., where he has since continuously resided, 
in 1845. Here he was admitted to the bar of the 
United States District and Territorial Courts, 
and began at once the practice of his profession. 
Before the end of a year he was married and elected 
to his first public office. From that time his pro- 
motion in public favor was steady, being chosen 
successively, District Attorney, County Judge, 
member of the Constitutional Convention of 1847, 
Court Commissioner, Colonel of the 14th Regiment, 
Brigadier-General of the Wisconsin State Militia, 
member of Assembly, State Senator, member of the 
Court of Impeachment that tried Judge Levi Hub- 
bell, Lieutenant-Governor (serving as Governor 
during 1855, in the absence of the Governor), Sec- 
retary of State, Regent of the State University, 
and Governor. While Secretary of State he acted 
as Governor during the extra session of the Legis- 
lature in 1862, that officer being ex-officio Governor 
in the event of death or absence of both Gover- 
nor and Lieutenant Governor. 

As Secretary of State, it was said of Mr. Lewis: 
“ He was prompt, methodical and systematic in 
in all the departments of his office,—a true man 
in every sense of the word,—-kind and gentle- 
manly in his deportment and possessing great 
executive ability.” At the election when he was 
a candidate for Secretary, he received every vote 
cast in the city of Columbus, his home, and in 
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1863 was chosen Governor by a larger majority 
than had ever been given for any other candidate, 
—23,664. 

Wisconsin never had a more conscientious and 
self-sacrificing executive. It was literally true that 
whatever he possessed of time, talent, energy and 
means, was devoted to the welfare of the public. 
He secured an order permitting the transfer of all 
sick and wounded Wisconsin soldiers to hospitals 
within the State, and put forth great efforts to es- 
tablish more and better hospitals, and to care for 
soldiers’ orphans and widows. “By personal ef- 
forts he obtained credit from the Government for 
soldiers furnished and reduced the quota at one 
time by 4,000 men, and was especially successful in 
seeuring the claims of the State against the Govern- 
ment, amounting in all to more than a half-million 
dollars. In 1865, by his wise administration, the 
State tax was reduced by several hundred thousand 
dollars, and during his entire incumbency he did 
not use one dollar of the military contingent fund. 
At his request the Legislature declined to vote the 
usual appropriation of $5,000 as a general contin- 
gent fund for the use of the executive.” 

In 1865 Mr. Lewis declined a re-nomination, 
whereupon the Union-Republican Convention 
passed the following resolution: 

“Resolved, That by his continued adherence to 
the purpose publicly avowed by him on the day of 
his inanguration, not to be a candidate for re- 
election, there is left us no other mode of mani- 
festing our sentiment toward the present chief 
magistrate of the State, Hon. James T. Lewis, than 
by giving expression to our cordial approbation 
of his administration of the executive office. In the 
discharge of his official duties, he has shown a fidel- 
ity, zeal, economy, and untiring watchfulness in 
protecting the interests of the State, which are recog- 
nized and appreciated by an intelligent people; and 
in the voluntary retirement from public life which 
he seeks, he will be followed by their sincere re- 
spect and warm good wishes.” 

As far as authentically known, Gov. Lewis enjoys 


the distinction of being the only man who ever de- 
clined a nomination for chief executive of Wiscon- 
sin, when both the calling and election were sure. 
Indeed, he is almost as distinguished for declining 
as for being chosen to public office. He has several 
times declined legislative nominations; in 1865 
refused to accept the tender of a foreign mission by 
the President of the United States; in 1866 declined 
to serve as Regent of the State University; returned 
an appointment as Commissioner of Internal Rev- 
enue in 1876, and in 1878 declined the proffered 
appointment of Railroad Commissioneer of Wis- 
consin. ” 

One marked feature of Gov. Lewis’ character is 
his benevolence. Besides his numerous personal 
gifts he devotes a portion of his annual income to 
the building and support of universities, colleges, 
academies and educational interests—the most ju- 
dicious and lasting form of public giving; and in 
1864 Lawrence University conferred-upon him the 
degree of LL. D., an honor to which he was liber- 
ally entitled. 

In 1868 Gov. Lewis was made Vice-President of 
the Wisconsin State Historical Society; visited Eu- 
rope during the Franco-Prussian war; went as dele- 
gate to the Republican National Convention in 
1876, which nominated R. B. Hayes for President, 
and in 1882-83 completed a journey around the 
world. On several occasions he has received votes 
in the Legislature for the position of United States 
Senator, but, having made no organized effort in 
that direction through himself or his friends, was 
naturally outstripped by those who make more of 
a business of rallying and marshaling the political 
forees in the usual way. 

A noticeable feature of Gov. Lewis’ career is that 
he has not changed his place of residence, his busi- 
ness, his religion, his political principles, his habits 
of life nor his friendships, nor lost the esteem of his 
neighbors, since he first settled in Wisconsin, almost 
a half-century ago. This is all the proof that is 
necessary of his goodness and steadfastness of 
character. 
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uk ninth Governor of Wis- 
consin, Gen. F iirchild, was 


born on Dec. 27, 1831, at 

Franklin Mills, now Kent, 

Ohio, where his father, J. 

C. Fairchild, o° English 

descent and more than or- 

dinary natural gifts, lived in his 

own house, owned and managed 

the one store of the village, and 

a tannery; and, being also a Jus- 

tice of the Peace, was generally 

known as the “Squire.” The 

mother, Sally Blair, a young 

woman of fine physique, of un- 

mixed Scotch-Irish ancestry, tem- 

pered by three generations in the 

¿omantic hills of Western Massachusetts, had great 

executive ability, a far-reaching hospitality, and 

quick, keen, good sense. With a view to the better 

education of their children, the family removed to 

Cleveland, where the boys had the unique promise 

from their father of a gold watch each, when they 

should have committed to memory the dictionary ! 

Needless to say the watches were never received, 

though there is a tradition that the book was con- 
quered as far as the D words. 


Having suffered greatly from the financial crisis 
of 1837, the father, now known by rank in the 
militia as Col. Fairchild, removed with his family, X 
1846, to Madison, then asmall village whose sıngu- 
lar beauty had captured him while merely passing 
through the Territory. In Wisconsin the educa- 
tion of the sons, begun in Cleveland, and aided by 
a yearata boarding school near that city, was sup- 
plemented by a year at Carroll College. But the 
impatient spirit of Lucius was not of those who 
take their knowledge at second hand from books. 
He must wring it by personal experience from the 
world; and so, in 1849, at seventeen years of age, 
he started, with a saddle horse and as many luxu- 
ries as could be crowded into a “prairie schooner,” 
for California. This was education indeed, and he 
was of the few who returned after six years with a 
creditable “pile” of gold, and with mental, moral 
and physical powers unimpaired. 

The firing on Ft. Sumter found the young man 
occupied as Clerk of the District Court of Dane 
County, in the performance of which duties he be- 
came sufficiently learned in the law to be admitted 
to the bar. His leisure was given to the enjoy- 
ment of “society,” with a zest born of California 
deprivation; nevertheless, he responded instantly 
to Lincoln's call for troops, by offering his services 
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as a private. In gratitude for the moral effect of 
this prompt action, Gov. Randall offered to him 
the Lieutenant-Colonelcy of the lst Regiment. His 
knowledge of military matters being only that 
gained by belonging to the “Governor's Guard,” 
he felt himself insufficiently equipped for assum- 
ing a position so responsible. He was elected 
Captain of Company K, in the Ist Regiment, how- 
ever, and from that his promotion was rapid. 

His Colonel, a graduate of West Point, knew 
how things should be done, and took the profes- 
sional view that it was a Lieutenant-Colonel's place 
to duthem. The young officer eagerly availed him- 
self of so exceptional an opportunity to become 
familiar with the best military methods, and wrote 
home to his mother: “The Army Regulations’ are 
my Bible and the ‘Tactics’ my Prayer Book, which 
I study night and day.” At Gainesville, Col. 
O’Connor was killed and Col. Fairchild assumed 
fullcommand of the 2d Wisconsin. The vicissitudes 
and heroic deeds of the Iron Brigade are familiar 
to all, and in these are included the history of 
Gen. Fairchild’s military career. The battle of 
Gettysburg reduced the 2d Regiment to a handful 
of men, whose field officers were all either killed or 
seriously wounded, and Col. Fairchild was carried 
home minus an arm. 

Here followed a painful crisis in his life. Dur- 
ing this period of enforced inactivity, he found 
that the political party with which he had from 
youth been identified, was lukewarm to the cause 
which had become to him the dearest in the world. 
Convinced that, while physically incapacitated to 
be in the field, he could fight as effectively under 
the same banner by throwing his influence with 
those who were making a civil struggle to push the 
war to a successful conclusion, he agreed to permit 
his name to go on the Union-Republican ticket for 
the office of Secretary of State. In order to do 
this he was compelled to give up his hard-earned 
rank in the army—Brigadier-General of Volunteers 
for gallantry at Gettysburg, and Captain in the 16th 
Regular Infantry, an honor awarded after Bull 
Run. This last being for life, would, in the regular 
order of promotion, have made him a Colonel only 
a few years later; yet he resigned them all, left the 
Democratic party, joined the Union-Republicans, 
and was elected Secretary of State on their ticket. 

One term as Secretary of State, three terms as 
Governor—eight years in all —positions given each 
time by the spontaneous will of the people, leave 
his civil as unstained as his military record. 
Devoted to the agricultural and educational inter- 
terests of the State, eager in the promotion of the 
welfare of all classes, he gave unremittingly the 
very best of himself to his work. Of matters con- 


connected with the State University, his ex-officio 
position of regent gave an opportunity to speak 
with no uncertain sound, and this munificent 
provision of the General Government became 
thenceforward more and more an object of pride 
and fostering care to the State. 

In January, 1872, he retired to private life, only 
to be called upon in October, by President Grant, 
to go as Consul at Liverpool. 'That this very re- 
sponsible position was by him filled acceptably, is 
the universal record. Its duties are largely judi- 
cial—settling questions between captains and sea- 
men, etc., and for this he was fortunately prepared 
by some previous knowledge of admiralty law. 

At the end of five useful and pleasant years he 
prepared to return to his native land —indeed had 
sent his household goods before him—when, to his 
surprise, he received a commission as Consul Gen- 
eral at Paris, where he again had a successful and 
honorable career. Once again, when he had de- 
cided to resign and return home, he was called by 
President Hayes to succeed James Russell Lowell, 
as Minister at the Spanish Court. This opened a 
new and delightful field of work and observation, 
but at the end of two more years he felt that he 
would no longer keep his children in exile, and 
peremptorily resigned. 

On his return to Wisconsin, in March, 1882, he was 
welcomed by all parties and classes with an ovation 
of the most enthusiastic description. Since that date, 
while still in the full vigor of manhood, his life has 
been essentially that of a private citizen. Much 
of his time is given for the benefit of the disabled 
and poor comrades of the Union Army, In Feb- 
ruary, 1886, he was elected Commander of the 
Wisconsin department, and, in August of the same 
year, Commander in Chief of the Grand Army of 
the Republic. To the discharge of the duties of these 
offices his whole time was given during neurly two 
years. He is public-spirited and ready to throw him- 
self into every effort, small or great, toward ad vance- 
ment; and free from the cares of public life, he 
finds leisure for many of the public services which 
belong to the private citizen. He retains his in- 
tense interest in all the political guestions of the 
day, and in election campaigns works from Maine 
to Texas, at his own private expense, and with 
greater effect because he has no personal interest at 
stake. 

He lives in the home built by his father forty 
years ago on the banks of Lake Monona, and there 
dispenses hospitality and makes a bright centre of 
cheerfulness, which spreads blessings lo a wide 
circle. He has a charming and accomplished wife, 
dutiful and affectionate children, and the wisdom 
to know when he is happy. 
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OV. WASHBURN was alto- 


gether too large a man to | 
be sketched in a hasty man- 
ner, or within a limited 
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space. It would require a 

great deal of careful study 

to get his true measure. He 

was one of a long line of able, sub- 

stantial and successful men. John 

Washburn, Secretary of Plymouth 

Colony, in England, settled at Dux- 

bury, Mass., in 163i, and became 

wealthy and prominent. Israel Wash- 

burn, the next in line, became a 

Captain in the Revolution, a mem- 

ber of the General Court, and sat in the con- 

vention which ratified the Constitution of the 

United States. Israel Washburn, Jr., father of 

Gov. Washburn, born at Raynham, Mass., in 1784, 

was equally prominent, and lived until 1876, and 

to see his large family of sons more successful in 

private and public life than any other of equal 
number in the Union. 

The mother of Gov. Washburn was a descendant 
of John Benjamin, who settled in Masachussetts in 
1632, and was one of the proprietors of Cambridge. 
Her ancestors served the Colonies and the infant 
Union with no less zeal and distinction than those 
of ber husband. So there was good stuff in Gov. 
Washburn, who was born at Livermore, Maine, on 
April 22, 1818, where hís father owned a farm and 
general store. One who knew him in youth says: 
“He was a quiet, broad-shouldered boy, never in 
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trouble, and liked by everybody—observing, 
studious and persistent.” He lived at home until 
1835, working on the farm and attending the town 
school. In 1835 he entered a store at Hallowell, 
then a cultured and thrifty town, where he enjoyed 
unusual social and business opportunities. During 
the winter of 1838-39 he taught the chief school at 
Wiscasset, and with the money thus earned set out 
early in the spring of 1839 for the Territory of 
Iowa. His first stopping place was in the village 
of Davenport, where he taught a private school for 
three months. On the day following the close of 
school he took a position with David Dale Owen, 
on the Iowa Geological Survey, which Congress 
had just ordered to be made. 

In the winter of 1839-40 young Washburn went 
to Rock Island, III., and began the study of law 
with a former friend in Maine, Joseph B. Wells. 
At the election of 1840 he supported Gen. Harri- 
son, and was himself elected to the office of Sur- 
veyor of Rock Island County. In March, 1842, at 
the age of twenty-four years, Mr. Washburn estab- 
lished his residence in Mineral Point, Wis., was 
admitted to the bar of the United States District 
Court, and began the practice of his profession. 
Mineral Point was then a thriving mining town, 
and Mr. Washburn by close and careful attention 
to whatever was entrusted to him, honesty and 
general trustworthy methods, soon grew into a 
large and profitable practice. In 1844 he entered 
into partnership with Cyrus Woodman, for some 
years agent of the New England Land Company. 


Gradually the firm of Washburn & Woodman, 
having now an abundance of capital, abandoned the 
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practice of law, and gave attention exclusively to 
entering, purchasing and selling land, perfecting 
titles, locating Mexican land warrants, and trans- 
acting a general financial and land business. 

In 1852, on the invitation of Gov. Farwell and 
Justice Harlow S. Orton, Mr. Washburn went to 
Madison to assist in framing a general banking 
law, under which, when enacted, his firm opened the 
Mineral Point Bank. This institution stood the test 
of all financial reverses, never suspended specie 
payment, and when finally its affairs were wound 
up, paid every dollar of liability in gold and silver. 

In March, 1855, Mr. Woodman retired from the 
firm, leaving its immense affairs to be managed en- 
tirely by Mr. Washburn, who had, at the previous 
November election, entirely without solicitation 
and against his will, been elected to Congress by 
the Republicans, then just organized, On taking 
his seat he met his brothers, Israel from Maine, and 
Elihu B. from Illinois, both of whom had been first 
elected to Congress, like himself, at the age of 
thirty-six years; and during the ensuing six years 
these three strong brothers, from three different 
States, occupied seats together, and impressed their 
united strength upon the legislation of the country. 

In 1861 the committee of thirty-three on the 
state of the Union, of which Gov. Washburn wasa 
member, reported an amendment to the Constitu- 
tion, making slavery perpetual. He joined with Mr. 
Tappan, of Vermont, in a minority report against 
the proposed amendment, and against any con- 
cessions whatever of liberty to slavery, or in favor 
of secession. Addressing the House on that sub- 
ject he closed with these prophetic words: 

“Sir, I have no special dread in regard to the 
future of this Republic. Whatever may come 
I have an abiding faith in a kind Providence that 
has ever watched over us, that passing events will be 
overruled for good, and for the welfare of mankind 
in this and other lands. If this Union must be dis- 
solved, whether by peaceable secession, or through 
fire, and blood. and civil war, we shall have the 
consolation of knowing that when the conflict is 
over, those who survive it will be, what they never 


have been, inhabitants of a free country: 

In March, 1861, Gov. Washburn removed to 
La Crosse. but had hardly settled down to attention 
to his enormous private interests before he saw 
that the cause of the Union demanded all the men 
and means at the command of the North. He 
therefore raised the second regiment of cavalry, 
was commissioned Colonel, and reported for duty 
on Oct. 10, 1861. It is impossible to follow here 
his military operations in detail. He became a 


Major General on Nov. 29, 1862, and until he re- 
signed, in May, 1865, was an active, daring and 
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successful commander. One of his notable feats 
was reducing, with an inferior force, the bomb- 
proof works at Esperenza, Texas, and historical 
works on the war declare him to have been one of 
the very best district commanders in the army. 
Like Grant, he never turned back, and never for a 
moment lost faith in the ultimate triumph of the 
Union Army. 

In 1866 Mr. Washburn was again elected to Con- 
gress, and re-elected in 1868. During these terms 
he gave earnest attention to the postal, transporta- 
tion and telegraph service, recommending Govern- 
ment control and ownership of the telegraph as a 
means of transmitting information, as proper and 
essential as any form then in use. At the close of 
his last term in Congress, in 1871, the Republicans 
hrought him forward as a candidate for Governor, 
and he was elected over James R. Doolittle by 
10,000 majority. His administration was quiet, 
able and economical, and very useful to the people 
of the State. In 1873 he was re-nominated, but 
the high-tide of Grangerism, general dissatisfaction 
with railway charges, and hard times, conspired io 
his defeat by William R. Taylor. This ended Gov. 
Washburn’s official career, though, in 1875, as he 
had been in 1861 and 1869, he was an unsuccessful 
candidate for the United States Senate. While gen- 
erally a man’s public career more than anything 
else attracts public attention, it was in private life 
and business that the great qualities of Gov. Wash- 
burn were most conspicuously exhibited. He was 
one of the earliest purchasers of pine lands, and held 
them when others were selling similar possessions 
for a song. He was no speculator, but made sev- 


| eral million dollars in the manufacture of lumber 
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and flour. After the destruction, in 1878, of his 
great mill at Minneapolis, where he was one of the 
early and principal owners of the St. Anthony's 
Falls Water Power, he went to Europe for the pur- 
pose of studying the various processes of making 
flour. As a result he was the first to introduce into 
America the Hungarian roller system, and what is 
known as the patent process of producing flour, and 
made his new mill the largest and best in the 
world. 

Gov. Washburn’s charities were nobly and mod- 
estly bestowed—-Washburn Observatory to the 
Wisconsin State University, at Madison; People’s 
Library, in La Crosse; Minneapolis Orphan’s Asy- 
lum, in memory of his mother; his beautiful home 
and grounds, at Edgwood, near Madison, to the 
Catholic Sisters, the State having refused to accept 
it for public purposes, and numerous lesser gifts. He 
died of paralysis, superinduced by a complication of 
diseases, at Eureka Springs, Ark., on May 14, 1882, 
aged sixty-four years. 
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mee ILLIAM R. TAYLOR is of 
Scotch descent, born in 


in Connecticut, July 10, 
H 1820. His mother died be- 
fore he had reached the 
> age of three weeks, and his 


father, an ocean captain, was 
lost at sea, with his vessel, five years 
later. At the age of six years he was 
placed under severe guardianship in Jef- 
ferson County, N. Y., three miles from 
school, in a newly-settled section. Be- 
fore reaching the age of sixteen he was 
awakened to the necessity of securing an 
education, and at once began a course of 


study which, alternating with hard labor in the | 
fields and forests, continued until he had secured a | 


certificate of admission to the third term of the 


sophomore year of Union College, at Schenectady, | 
| years he has hardly been without some public 


N. Y. For the want of financial ability he was 
unable to enter college, but went instead into the 
sugar-bush and made 1,100 pounds of maple sugar 
and two barrels of molasses with which to pay 
board and tuition bills already incurred. 

He next taught a select school, and. then an 
academy. In 1840 he went to Elyria, Ohio, and 
joined a class of forty-five, preparing to become 
teachers. The authorities of La Port® were offer- 
ing at this time a large salary to any teacher who 
2ould manage their public school, notoriously the 
most rough and ungovernable in the section. Young 


Taylor engaged to teach it, and before the end of 
his third term it became the premium school of the 
county. 

He now undertook the management of a grist- 
mill, sawmill and cupola furnace, at which he im- 
paired his health by overwork. He then devoted 
his spare time to reading medicine, and during the 
winter of 1845-46 took a course of lectures and 
clinical instruction at the Medical College of Cleve- 
land. 


While residing in Ohio he was elected Captain—- 
receiving every vote of the 101 members of his 
company—and afterward a Colonel of the State 
Militia. In 1848 he removed to Wisconsin, set- 
tling on the farm in Cottage Grove, Dane County, 
on which he still resides. 


It was not long before his neighbors began to 
bestow official favors upon him, and for forty 


duty to perform. Several times he has received 
nearly all, and twice all the votes put in the box 
for Chairman of his town; has been Superintend- 
ent of public schools; three times Chairman of the 
County Board of Supervisors, now consisting of 
forty-six members; was County Superintendent of 
Poor for seventeen years; was Trustee, Vies-Presi- 
dent and member of the executive board of the 
State Hospital for Insane from its re-organization, 
in 1860, until he became Governor, in 1874; has 
been elected to both branches of the Legislature; 
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was seven years President of the Dane County 
Agricultural Society; seven years Chief Marshal, 
and two years President of the Wisconsin State 
Agricultural Association, and during the Rebellion 
was the first man in Dane County to offer a bounty 
for volunteer enlistments. 

In 1873 he was by acclamation placed in nomi- 
nation for Governor by a convention composed of 
“Democrats, Liberal Republicans and other electors 
friendly to genuine reform through equal and im- 
partial legislation, honesty in office and rigid econ- 
omy in the administration of public affairs.” His 
opponent was C. C. Washburn, then Governor, 
over whom he was elected by a majority of 15,411. 
It was Mr. Taylor’s fortune to belong to the mi- 
nority party when he was elected Chairman of the 
County Board of Supervisors, member of Assem- 
bly, State Senator and Governor. 

His gubernatorial appointments were more nearly 
non-partisan than those of any previous executive, 
his aim being to secure men of peculiar fitness and 
ability for the management of the various chari- 
table, penal and reformatory, and especially the 
educational institutions. And thus some of the 
best men in both parties were commissioned by 
him independent of pressure, importunity or at- 
tack. 

One of the appointments which will ever re- 
dound to his credit is that of Edward G. Ryan, 
to be Chief Justice of the Supreme Court—an ap- 
pointment made upon his own judgment of emi- 
nent qualifications. 

The most important work of Gov. Taylor’s term 
was the enactment of the “Potter law,” which aimed 
to place railways completely under State control, 
limiting charges for transporting passengers, classi- 
fying freight, and regulating the prices for its 
transportation. 

At the outset the two chief railway corporations 
of the State served formal notice upon the Gov- 
ernor that they would not respect the provisions of 
this law. Under bis oath of office to support the 
Constitution, and to “take care” that the laws be 
faithfully executed, he promptly responded to 
the notification of the railroad companies by a 
proclamation, dated May 1, 1874, in which he en- 
joined compliance with the statute, declaring that 
all the functions of his office would be exercised in 
faithfully executing the laws. “The law of the 
land,” said he, must be respected and obeyed. 
While none are so weak as to be without its pro- 
tection, none are so strong as to be above its re- 
straints.” 

The result was an appeal to the courts, in which 
the Governor and his advisers were forced to con- 

front an array of the most formidable legal talent 


of the country. Upon the result in Wisconsin de- 
pended the vitality of similar legislation in other 
States; and Gov. Taylor was thus compelled to 
bear the brunt of a controversy of national extent 
and consequence. The contention extended both 
to State and United States Courts, the main ques- 
tion involved being the constitutional power of 
the State over corporations of its own creation. 

In all respects the State was fully sustained in 
its position, and ultimately judgments were ren- 
dered against the corporations in all the State and 
Federal Courts, including the Supreme Court of 
the United States, and establishing finally the com- 
plete and absolute power of the people, through 
the Legislature, to modify or altogether repeal the 
charters of corporations. 

It might be stated, in this connection, that 
Gov. Taylor wrote personally to Judge David 
Davis, earnestly requesting him to come to Wis- 
consin and preside at the trial of a test case. and 
he consented. And thus was settled by Gov. 
Taylor and his administration, a momentous issue 
between the people and the corporations—an issue 
vitally affecting all the commercial and agricul- 
tural interests of the State. 

Among the creditable acts of his administration 
were those securing $800,000 from the General 
Government for the Fox and Wisconsin River 
Improvement; dividing the State lands into dis- 
tricts, and making each timber agent responsible 
for his locality, by which he recovered largely 
increased sums to the trespass fund; compell- 
ing the Wisconsin Central Railway Company, be- 
fore he would sign the certificates of its land 
grant, to give substantial assurance that the pro- 
jected line from Stevens’ Point to Portage should 
be constructed; and, by taking such prompt and 
decisive action against what he believed to be a 
fraudulent printing claim, that there was saved to 
the taxpayers of the State the snug sum of $100,000. 

During his incumbency, and at his earnest re- 
commendation, appropriations were cut down, the 
rate of taxation diminished, the number of depart- 
ment employes lessened, the expenses of Govern- 
ment curtailed in many ways, and the total dis- 
bursements for State purposes reduced several 
hundred thousand dollars below what they had been 
in many years. 

Gov. Taylor devoted his undivided attention 
and energies to the public service, attending ‘per- 
sonally to minute details and the manifold labors 
of his office, and, among the long roll of gov- 
ernors, none brought to the discharge of ollicial 
duties a clearer integrity of purpose or a more 
sturdy devotion to the public welfare than Will- 
iam R. Taylor, the “Farmer Governor.” 
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served Wisconsin in the ca- 
pacity of chief executive, 
only one ever received from 
the public a sobriquet that 
became popular and perma- 


— 
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nent. From his bearty and straigbt- | 


forward manner of expression and 
action, Mr. Ludington earned the 
title of “ Bluff Hal.” and in local 
campaigns in Milwaukee was known 
to the masses by no other name. 
He was born in Putnam County, 
N. Y., on July 31, 1812, and has 


therefore reached a greater age than any other | 


governor save Gov. Dodge, who was almost eighty- 
five at the time of his death. His early life was 
devoted to severe manual labor, relieved by a few 
“ winter” terms in the district school—ail the edu- 
cational advantages he was ever permitted to enjoy. 


nent settler of Milwaukee in November, 
Thus the people of the Cream City have had ample 
time to take the measure of Mr. Ludington. as he 
has been active and prominent among them during 
more than half a century. 


On settling in Milwaukee, he at once entered | 
upon the business of general merchandising in the | 


Juneau Warehouse.” with bis brother Lewis, un- 
der the firm name of Ludington & Co., at the cor- 


ner of East Water and Wisconsin streets. On this 
corner stands the Ludington Block, to mark the 
spot where he began bis successful and honorable 
commercial career in the West. 

In 1651 Mr. Ludington entered as senior mem- 
ber into the firm of Ludington, Wells & Van 
Schaick, which concern, in the manufacture of lum- 
ber, soon became one of the most prosperous, as it 
was among the largest, producers in the Northwest. 
It is said that durivg the entire period of his long 
mercantile and manufacturing career he never 
knew what it was to be embarrassed in business. 

In politics he was in early life a Whig, but be- 
came a Republican in 1854—as soon as there was 
even a skeleton of the Republican party to which 
he could attach himself. His chief interest in po- 
litical matters consisted in choosing good men for 


| Office; yet he was twice elected Alderman and 


thrice Mayor of Milwaukee, which was in those 
days—1871~2-3-4—supposed to be a safe Demo- 


At the age of twenty-six years he started. on foot | cratie city. 


and by stage, for the West, and became a perma- 


1888, | good Mayor. his great business and executive abil- 


Mr. Ludington proved to be an exceptionally 


ity enabling him to manage the public as be bad 
his own finances—witb intelligence, economy and 


| success. He was ever a man of deeds, and hie 


public and private life is known and made up of 
what he has done, not what he has said. 

“The executive capacity attributed to Gov. 
Ludington can hardly be better illustrated than by 
£ reference to his prompt and benevolent action, 
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while Mayor, in rendering aid to Chicago during the 
* great fire,’ and to the wonderful energy as well as 
generous spirit displayed in collecting and forward- 
ing relief to the suffering people of the stricken city. 
By means of his prompt and energetic action the 
people of Milwaukee were not only enabled to 
furnish valuable aid in subjugating the flames, but 
were also permitted to send successive car-loads of 
clothing and provisions to the flying population be- 
fore the full extent of the awful calamity had been 
realized.” 


This signal action brought to him a special ac- 
acknowledgment of thanks and gratitude by the 
authorities of Chicago, and a complimentary reso- 
lution by the Common Council of Milwaukee. 

In 1873 Wisconsin underwent a marked political 
upheaval. Wm. R. Taylor, Democrat, was at that 
time elected by more than 15,000 majority, so that 
in 1875 the Republicans were anxious to place their 
strongest man in nomination and attempt to regain 
control of the State. With that object in view, 
solely, the convention met at Madison and con- 
cluded unanimously that Mr. Ludington was the 
man, and nominated him by acclamation. The cam- 
paign was ably and persistentiy fought on both 
sides, the natural advantages being with the Dem- 
ocrats, who elected their entire ticket—with the 
exception of Governor—by fair though reduced 
majorities. 

Mr. Farwell and Mr. Bashford were elected in 
the same manner; so Mr. Ludington is the third 
and last to receive the honor of an election while 
those on the ticket with him suffered defeat. He 
resigned the position of Mayor of Milwaukee to 
be inaugurated as Governor, in January, 1876. 
At the end of his term he did not wish to be re- 
nominated, and has since lived in perfect retire- 
ment. 

His reliable business sense cropped out in the 
opening paragraph of his first message to the Leg- 
islature, as follows: “ It may not be considered un- 
becoming for me to express some doubt, as to the 
wisdom of the provision of the constitution, which 
makes it the duty of the incoming Governor to 
communicate to the Legislature the condition of the 
State, and recommend such matters to them for 
their consideration as he may deem expedient. 
It would appear that such information and recom- 
mendation might more properly come from the 
citizen who had administered the affairs of the 
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tate during the past year, than from one who ans | matters, public and private, broad-gauge, kind and 


just been called from other occupations to that 
duty.” 

So quietly and smoothly did he manage the 
affairs of Wisconsin that the people never became 
fully aware of the great executive ability of Gov. 


— NN NÓ eng 


Ludington. In some respects he had no equal, and 
all public affairs, large and small, were conducted 
on strict business principles. In handling and com- 
prehending masses of figures—financial reports or 
election statistics—no one in the capitol could 
match him; and he frequently found delight and 
pride in showing the clerks how to add long col- 
umns of figures swiftly and without an error. 

The most perplexing and annoying matters that 
engage the attention of a governor are the “ par- 
don cases.” ‘These are numerous, and sometimes 
sad by reason of surrounding circumstances, and 
appeal so strongly to the heart as to endanger an 
unbiased judgment and the proper administration 
of justice. In these cases, with their adjuncts of 
the appeals, prayers and tears of relatives and the 
trickery of paid advocates, Gov. Ludington would 
sit with extreme patience for hours and listen, but 
not utter a word. Almost invariably, at the con- 
clusion of the argument, he was prepared with a 
final decision, and gave it there and then, thus end- 
ing all suspense, And those familiar with these 
matters declare that he was always right--—subse- 
quent investigations disclosing no reason for a 
reversal of judgment. 

One of the secrets of his success was absolute 
freedom from worrying—ability to “ shed trouble” 
as a duck’s back sheds water. Frequently, indeed 
generally, in five minutes after deciding a case that 
had occupied several hours with testimony, argu- 
ments and personal appeals, he would be found on 
the sofa in the executive chamber, taking what he 
called “a snooze.” Thus, having decided a matter, 
he put it instantly behind him—devoted no time 
to wondering whether he had committed an error, 
whether he would ever regret it, or to other probable 
consequences. It was with him as with Pilate— 
“ What I have written, I have written.” 

There is another fact that exemplifies Mr. Lud- 
ington’s perfect business instinct, as well as his 
capacity for details. Once every week, as long as 
he was Governor, he went carefully through all the 
books and records of the executive office. The 
executive clerks were the same as they had been, 
and as they are now—capable and experienced, and 
enjoying his confidence; but he must know of his 
own personal knowledge that the public business, 
and all of it, was being promptly and properly 
done. 

Though a man, generally, of few words, Gov. 
Ludington is a most genial companion, and in all 


large-hearted. He rarely gets out of temper, and 
never loses his head. In business he is a safe coun- 
sellor; in social life a generous, true and unswerv- 
ing friend, and everywhere a sturdily honest man. 
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William 1 E. Smith. | 


as much for being always 
the same even-tempered, 


genial. kindly and cour- 


teous gentleman, as for 

his real ability and ster- 
ling worth. To him also belongs 
the unusual honor of being the only 
citizen of foreigu birth who was 
ever elected to be chief executive 
of Wisconsin; not only so, but he 
received a greater majority than 
was ever cast for any other candi- 
date for that office. He was born 
on June 18, 1824, near Inverness, 


in the North of Scotland, where his father was a 
well-educated and prosperous gentleman. His 
mother’s family name is Grant. In 1835 the family 
came to America, and settled at Commerce, Oakland 
Co. —“County of Lakes”—Mich. 


further education in this country, early decided to 


„Aupt a wercantile life, and after an experience | 


of a few years in Michigan in this direction. went 


to New York City and entered the great—at least | 
great for tuose days—wholesale dry-goods bouse | 
| self. 


uf Ira Smith & Co., for a period of five years. 

In 1849, at the age of twenty-five years. be 
came to Wisconsin, first settling in Racine County. 
but a littl later moved to Fox Lake. Dodge 


His brothers | 
having chosen professions, William, after some | 


< 


' County, and established himself in the mercantile 
| business, which he followed at tbis place for twenty- 


three years. In 1850 he married Mary, daughter 


| of the famous Rev. John Booth, of Michigan, :nd 


returned to Fox Lake, whereupon he was elected 
to the State Assembly. In the following year he 
was nominated for Assemblyman but declined to 
run, and kept out of politics until 1857-58, when 
he served as a member of the State Senate. Dur- 
ing the same year be was appointed Regent of the 
State Normal Schools, by Gov. Randall, and held 
the position uninterruptedly until be himself be- 
came Governor, a period of twenty years. 

In 1864-65 Mr. Smith again served as State Sen- 
ator, but in 1865, before his term had fully ex- 


| pired, was elected State Treasurer on the ticket 
| headed by Lucius Fairchild for Governor, and was 
| re-elected in 1867. 
| largely to his already substantial reputation, by the 
| exceedingly careful and thrifty manner in which 
| he handled the uninvested “trust funds” of the 


In this office Mr. Smith added 


State. The public did not seem to care to give to 
Mr. Smith much time for attention to bis private 
business, for in November. 1870, be was elected to 
the Legislature, and in January, 1871. chosen 
Speaker of the Assembly. This position. about 
which apparently the people generally seem to know 
or care but little, is one in which a public man may. 
and very likely will, eitber “make or break” him- 
It is one in which quick, sure and fair judg- 
ment, patient and courteous conduct, accurate 
measurement of men, ability to detect tricks and 
subterfuges, and firmness to do right independen* 
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of scores of conflicting interests and contending fac- 
tions are absolutely essential to success. Mr. Smith 


was more than successful; he largely widened the 
circle and increased the strength of bis friendships. 
In 1872 he removed to Milwaukee, and furmed a 
co- ip witb Judson A. Roundy and Sidney 
Hauxhurst, under the firm name of Smith, Roundy 
& Co., and engaged in the wholesale grocery trade. 
In 1874 be was appointed a Director of the Wis- 
consin State Prison, by Gov. Taylor. and held the 
position, to which he gave a great deal of time and 
thought, until his election as Governor compelled 
him to resign. 

In 1877 Mr. Smith received the Republican 
nomination for Governor. At this time the “fiat” 
money party, styling themselves Greenbackere. 
were very numerous and very talkative. They 
nominated a wealthy manufacturer, named Edward 
P. Allis, as their candidate for Governor. and went 
upand down the country appealing to those who 
were in debt, and especially to those who were so 
poor they could'nt get into debt, “to vote for cheap 
money ;” “vote for an increase in the volume of the 
currency ;” “vote to dethrone the baron bondbold- 
ers;” “vote to remove the mortgages from your 
farms! There was a very large number. as the elec- 
tion proved, whose votes were to be caught with 
bait of this kind,and as the Democrats had nominated 
a strong, old-fashioned member of their party in 
the person of Judge James A. Mallory, Mr. Smith's 
campaign was one of numerous hardships and per- 
plexeties. The masses, not fully enlightened in the 


nity and conservative respectability about Gov. 
Smith’s administration that made it very popular. 
Besides, bis appointees were selected from the abie 
and honorable men of the State, and public busi- 
ness generally was conducted in a careful and 
thrifty manner. While the people were never 
dazed or amused by any pyrotechnical displays of 
statesmanship, they felt certain that everything 
connected with en affairs was in safe and 
honorable hands. It was practically a faultless ad- 
ministration. When, therefore, in 1879, he was 
placed before the people for re-election, they 
showed their appreciation of his qualities by an in- 
dorsement more flattering than was ever accorded 
to any other Governor—returned him to the ex- 
ecutive chamber by a plurality of 25,455, and a 


| Clear majority over all of 12.509. Perhaps the 
| chief feature of bis administrations was the adjust- 


ment of long- claims against the United 
States for lands, by which bundreds of thousands 
of acres were secured and recorded to the State. 
On retiring from the office of Governor, in Jan- 
y, 1882, Mr, Swith returned to Milwaukee, and 
having retired from the firm of Smith, Roundy & 


| Co., on bis election to the Governorship, in com- 


| known, and the business 


problems of a sound public finance, and suffering 
' House in Milwaukee was destroyed by fire, and 


from a general depression in business, were more 
to ‘be aroused by appeals to passion and 


sophistry of “cheap money,” “cheap interest.” and 
“no mortgages.” But he adopted as bis platform, 


instead of the rather uncertain party platform 


conjured up by the convention by which he was 
nominated, an address to the people setting forth 
the fallacies and dangers of the fiat- money theory, 
and the lasting benefits to individuals and to the 
State of a sound and stable currency. a currency in 
which our creditors, as well as ourselves, could put 
confidence and know that none would be cheated. 
The campsign was far more educational in its 
character than any that had preceded it, and there- 
fore of inestimable value to the people, who by a 
plurality of over 8,000 votes, made Mr. Smith Gov- 
ernor. Perhaps it should be mentioned that no 
man before him had been made Governor by a 
plurality vote, in fact, that of 1877 was the first 
— — bernatorial contest in the history of the 
Sua tha dé Ghats ves en ale al quicio 


pany with Henry M. Mendel and his own son Ira, 
established a wholesale house, under 
the name and style of Smith, Mendel & Co. To 
this be gave his time and attention. except such as 
must unavoidably be devoted to the public duties 
of a private citizen at once so popular and well- 
largely. 

On the 10th of January, 15883, the Newhall 
with it about fourseore human lives. The entire 
city. a house of mourning, was resolved into com- 
mittees, either to honor deeds of heroism, com- 
memorste the dead or relieve the survivors of the 
holocaust. Gov. Smith was made Chairmen of the 
Relief Committee, and while in energetic and 


| effective service in that capacity, contracted so se- 


vere a cold that it attacked his lungs in the form 
of pneumonia, and resulted fatally Feb. 13, 16683. 

Thus the death of Governor Smith became almost 
as much an actual part of the horrors of that heart- 
sickening morning in January, as if be had berm 
burned or mangled with the others, with the addi- 
tional honor, that though occupying a high and 
honorable place in the community, be lost his life 
in the service of the poor and humble. His funeral 
was a wide demonstration of sorrow and respect. 
the Legislature and State officers, with otber public 
officials and numerous civic societies attending in 
formal bodies for the purpose of testifying the 
public esteem and public loss. William E. Smith 
was in every respect a good man. 
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and picturesque figures in 
Wisconsin is “Jerry” Rusk, 
as he is known throughout 
the country, whose public 
and private sayings and do- 
ings and whose rugged personality, 
are familiar to all. He was born in 
Morgan County, Ohio, on June 17, 
1830, in a section, and surrounded 
by circumstances that rendered the 
attainment of a liberal education 
wholly impossible. “The nutrition of 
his early youth,” says one writer, 
“was drawn direct from nature's sources of sup- 
ply —from the earth, the air, and the sun-shine. He 
obtained his sturdy strength from contact with the 
soil; he was hardened by the summer’s heat, and 
the cold of winter. Plain food, active outdoor exer- 
vise, the absence of care, constant association with 
the free and benignant influences of nature, all 
united to construct for hima sound body—the 
foundation of cheerfulness, patient endurance, 
hopefulness, the ability to labor untiringly, perse- 
verance, and, in fine, all the essential qualities of 
success in life.” 

At the age of fourteen he lost his father and was 
thus compelled to put forth extra exertions to help 
support bis mother and two sisters. For this pur- 
pose at the age of fifteen, he engaged to drive a 
four-horse stage between Zanesville and Newark, 
and became an expert in horsemanship, an accom- 
plishment still unimpaired, of which he was always 
proud. In order to earn money with which to pay 


the taxes on his mother's farm he learned the 
cooper’s trade, and it is said thet he can still set 


upa “tight” or “loose” barrel as well and quickly 
as ever. 

At the age of nineteen he was married, and in 
1853, settled on a farm in Vernon County, Wis., 
which he still owns and calls his home, In this 
new but rapidly settling country his shrewd- 
ness, good sense and natural aptitude for leader- 
ship at once placed him at the head of local im- 
provements and public affairs. 

Early in 1855, the county officers were in search 
of a horse thief. “Jerry,” without knowing him 
to be such, had seen the outlaw—given him his 
breakfast in fact. He believed the officers were be- 
ing successfully eluded by the thief, so mounted a 
horse and started in pursuit “on his own hook.” 
After a long ride over an exceedingly rough and 
hilly country, he overtook the thief, and though 
unarmed, effected a capture after a severe per- 
sonal struggle, and returned unaided with horse, 
carriage and desperado, and his own horse, For 
this feat the people made him sheriff at the ensuing 
September election, and he proved to be one of 
the best officers that ever served in that capacity. 

In November, 1864, he was elected to the Legis- 
lature, in which he was particularly active and in- 
fluential in furthering war measures of every kind. 
At the close of the session “Jerry” turned his at- 
tention to the war with all the vigor of his power- 
ful and enthusiastic nature and was soon commis- 
sioned Major of the 25th Regiment. He had been 
at the front buta short time when he was pro- 
moted to the Colonelcy and served as such with Gen. 
Sherman from Vicksburg to the close of the Rebel- 
lion, and was breveted Brigadier-General for brav- 
ery at the Battle of Salkehatchie. 

From the first Gen, Rusk was a daring and in- 
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trepid soldier apa a model officer, having the con- 


fidence of his men, and his superiors. He a:ver | 


ordered the buys to go, but always led the van and 
bade them “come on.” He was cool, fearless and 
determined, but cheerful and hopeful, and from the 
the first declared he would not leave the service 
until the last rebel had laid down his arms. When 
McPherson fell, Rusk’s command was at the front, 
and he lost one-third of bis men. During the battle 
he was once cut off from his command and sur- 
swanded by Confederate soldiers armed with saber- 
bayonets. His own sword was snatched away and 


he was ordered to surrender, but drawing a pistol | 
he used it with such deadly effect that be was | 
enabled to break through his assailants and escaped | 


with only a slight wound in the leg and the Joss of 
sword and horse—<be snimal being literally rid- 
died with bullets. In regaining his lines, Rusk s 
progress was particularly barred by a Confederate 
with a lowered bayonet; but the soldier was killed 
by a shot from the colonel's pistol, and then the way 
was clear. 

In 1866. Rusk was elected Bank Comptroller, and 
held the office four years during the trying time of 
bank re-organization, at the end of which service be 
was elected to the 42d, 45d, and 44th Congresses. 
In Congress he conceived and promoted some of 
the most important pension laws on the statute 
books, and was otherwise an active and useful mem- 
ber 


In 1881, be was appointed by Garfield and con- | 


firmed as United States Minister to Paraguay. which 
office was declined as was also that of Minister to 
Denmark and other important tenders. 

At this time Charles Foster, Governor of Ohio, 
was in Washingion. He began to badger Rusk 
about office-getting, and thus taunted him: “Now if 
you had any standing at home, such as I have. you 
conld go back to Wisconsin and be elected Gov- 
ernor.” 

“I can do that.“ exclaimed Rusk, and I will, 
or I'll come back to Washington and play Lady 
Godiva the whole length of Pennsylvania avenue. 

He started immediately for Wisconsin, and though 

‘there were several candidates already in the field, 


es nominated for governor by the Republicans 
a few weeks later and duly elected in November. | 


He did not have to play Lady Godiva through the 
main thoroughfare of Washington. 

In 1884 he was re-elected, and again in 1886, 
serving seven years—longer than any other man— 
as Governor, the Legislature having extended the 


| second term one year, in order to make all lines 
| Of office to begin with the even numbered years. 


The ability, popularity, and usefulness o? G 
Rusk's administration are the common property o 
the people of the State, and need no mention 
for the present generation. He accomplished 
more for the agricultural interests of the State than 
had ever been undertaken. Amongst the genera’ 
ridicule of that time he manfully stood by Magnus 
Swenson’s experiments with amber cane syrup, oui 
of which grew more valuable knowledge and ma- 
chinery for sugar-making than we had hitherto 
possessed. Had it not been for the firm and liberal 
backing of Gov. Rusk, it is more than likely that 
we should not have had the splendid process which 
has built up the great amber cane syrup industry 
of the southwest and made it so profitable, for 
Swenson was poor, friendless and unknown. 

During his administration farmers’ institutes 
were inaugurated, the experimental station made 
effective avd useful; the bureau of labor and indus- 
trial statistics established; the office of State veter- 
inary surgeon created with power to control, and 
condemn diseased horses and cattle and preserve 
the general bealth of domestic animals; a State 
pension agent appointed ; the State militia bronght 
to a perfection and effectiveness hardly equaled by 
any other State; the north and south wings of the 
capitol, the State school for dependent children at 
Sparta, and Science Hall of the State University. 
were erected, and the old war claims against the 
general Government settied and collected. 

In 1888, he received the vote of the Wisconsin 
delegation in the Republican National Convention 
nsa candidate for President, and onthe 4th of 
March, 1889, was culled into the cabinet of Presi- 
dent Harrison to be Secretary of Agriculiure. 

Gen. Rusk is six feet and two inches in height, 
massive in proportion, bright, active, and the ladies 
say, handsome. On a horse, or beading a process- 
ion, or in a promiscuous gathering, he certainly is, 
with his flowing bair and beard and ruddy com- 
plexion, a man of marked and attractive appearance. 
He loves his children, his horses, and hie farm, and 
never “goes back” on & true friend. 
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—but he continued unswervingly in the course 
originally marked out, and finally began to rally 
the local farmers around him. Almost entirely 
through his efforts the Jefferson County Dairyman's 
Association was organized, in 1871, followed by the 
Wisconsin State Dairyman’s Association, of which be 
was also the real founder, and for three years Secre- 
tary. and then the Northwestern Dairyman's Asso- 
ciation, of which be has annually been chosen 
President without opposition, since 1878. 

The value of this State Association in particular 
to the farmers of Wisconsin. can hardly be com- 
puted. It found them turning out but a limited 
amount of dairy products, and those with a de- 
cided reputation for inferiority. In the course of 
a few years it saw the production increase many 
fold, and the reputation for both cheese and butter 
advance to the very front rank. manufacturers 
of Wisconsin carrying off from every competition 
more than her proportionat> share of the prizes 
indeed in some instances taking the grand prize 
over all competiticn in the nation or world. 

It is certainly true that Peace hath her victories 
no less renowned than war.” In this view Mr. 
Hoard is conspicuously entitled to the laurels of 
the victor; for himself and his Jefferson County 
Union were prime factors in this great progress. 
which means cash—increased profits—betier educa- 
tion and more comfort in life to every maker of 
butter and cheese in the State. 

After a time the demand for the “Dairy Depart- 
ment” of bis paper became such that be was com- 

to issue special editions, and finally to es- 
tablish Hoard s Dairyman on a separate basis, which 
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any knowledge or consideration on his part. his 
name wes brought forward as that of a suitable can 
didate for Governor, it was received not only with 
favor, but with enthusiasm. And so widespread 
and powerful did this enthusiasm become that. 
though remaining quietly at bome and “pursuing 
the even tenor of bis way.” the Republican masses 
sought him out and made bim their nominee for 
Governor, contrary. it must in truth be said. to hir 
own judgment of ability and qualifications. 
In the campaign which followed be was in deman: 


| everywhere as a spesker, and through bis addresse: 
| demonstrated that the country editor and dairy 
| Specialist had been a close stadent and 


thinker in many lines of political and philosophical 
inquiry. Indeed, an impromptu address tọ the 
club of “first voters” in Milwaukee, being steso- 
graphically reported, was widely published and 
favorably reviewed. He was of course elected and 


| duly inaugurated. 


In his mental organization Mr. Hoard is essen- 
tially a pbilosopber. This is known to all who 
have listened 10 his public addresses or have en- 


| joyed a personal acquaintance with him. He never 


appeals to passion or seeks favor by pandering to 
epbemeral whims. In bis message to the Legisla- 
ture be says: “I feel authorized to say in their 
(that is. the farmers’) behalf, that they have nc 
sympathy, as I have none, with any Hort at legis- 
lation on any quesáon which springs from preju- 
dice.” 

All his writings an speeches are conceived and 


| framed om the same „asis—- know the truth and 
| be guided by reason.” Im the only authentic bio- 


graphical sketch of Mr. Hoard that is extant, is the 
modest assertion: ~ He was educated in the com- 


' mon schools.” He is one of the few who really 


the value and vital importance of the 


district scbools. In the message above referred to. 


attention to them. be ssid: ~i 


| confess to much solicitude for the commen schools. 


and especially for the district « bools in rural oam- 
munities. I havea profound respect for the high 
school, the academy. the college and the univer- 
sity. These, however. are but the fruits of a low- 
lier blossom, and they have many apd most eurpest 
advocates. But the common district school, the 
‘people's college.” is so much everybody's business 
thst in many respects it suffers from neglect. ft 
is to the little commtry school that we must lock. in 
a great measure, for the inculcation of the true 
principles of American citizenship.” 

Mr. Hoard is yet so new in the executive chair 


| thst it is impossible to speak intelligently of his 
| edministration. further han that be is careful. o- 
| sclentious and comserrative. 
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EORGE W. PECK. One of 
the most original characters 
that ever occupied the gu- 
bernatorial chair is the sub- 
ject of this sketch, George 
W. Peck, born September 
28, 1840. When three years 

of age the family removed to Wiscon- 

Whitewater, 

where he subsequently attended school 


sin and settled near 


until fifteen years old, when he en- 
tered the office of the Whitewater 
Register to léarn the printer’s trade. 
Afterward he assisted in establishing 
the Jefferson County Republican, and 
on selling his interest in that paper, he went to 
Madison to set type in the State 
While in that city he enlisted as a private in the 
Fourth Cavalry, and came home after the war as 
Second Lieutenant. 

On returning to the State Lieut. Peck started the 
Ripon Representative, and afterward sold it and 
went to New York where he worked as one of the 


Journal ottice. 


editors of Pomeroy’s Democrat. Leaving New 
Vork he again returned to Wisconsin and pur- 


chased an interest in the La Crosse Democrat, which 
he helped to run for a time, and then retired to 
establish the Sun. While in 
Chief of Police one year, and was Chief Clerk of 
the General Assembly in 1874. In 1878 he moved 
the Sun to Milwaukee and wade the first perma- 
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he was | 


nent success of his life. The paper had a phe- 
nomena! growth and reached eighty thousand 
weekly circulation at one time. He did not lose 
his head, but quietly bought real estate with the 
profits, so that when the tide turned again he 
had enough to keep himself and family in com- 
fort without the inconvenience of being a million- 
aire. 

In 1860 Gov. Peck was married to Francena 
Rowley, of Delavan, Wis. They have two chil- 
dren—George W. Peck, Jr., who now owns the 
Sun, and Rey, a schoolboy. 

Peck is the second Democratic executive 
that Wisconsin has had in the last quarter of a 
century. lle fortunate in receiving the 
Democratic nomination at a time when there was 
great uncertainty regarding the tariff issue, and 
when the Bennett school law was meeting the 
fiercest Opposition. These two questions gave 
the State to the Democracy. Goy. Peck is too 
warm-hearted to step on anybody’s toes in the 
social or business walks of life, but he is by no 
means an idle theorist in politics, 
sistent Democrat, in full accord with 
in the Northwest. Ile is a follower of Grover 
Cleveland on the various econemic questions. 
But it is as a humorous writer, rather than 
a politician, that he will be more generally and 
popularly knewn. He unique as an editor. 
For ten years he was regarded as one of the most 
original, versatile and entertaining writers in the 
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country. Few newspaper men have made money 
more rapidly than he did from 1880 to 1885. Dur- 
ing that time he gave Peck’s Sun, published at 
Milwaukee, a circulation approximating one hun- 
dred thousand. His income for several years 
from his paper and books was equal to the salary 
received by the President of the United States. 
Judicious real-estate investments gave him a sub- 
stantial fortune. The Bad Boy sketches are by 
no means the best things that he has written, but 
to describe the subjects which have been given a 
comical aspect by his fertile pen would be like 
describing the colors of the rainbow. Every phase 
of country newspaper life, the army. domestic ex- 
perience, travel and city adventure has been 
sketched by his vivid imagination and restless 
"aber. Heshows the quintessence of good nature 
in his daily walk and conduct. His humor is 
spontaneous. The divine afflatus never fails to 
work. In his public speaking, newspaper writing 


and repartee he is full of bubbling, innocent fun. 
Many of his most intimate friends know nothing 
of his capacity as an editorial writer or all-round 
newspaper man. The whole tendency of his work 
since his earliest efforts has been toward the comi- 
cal. It is suspected that his State messages are 
strikingly original, at least in their first draft. 
Gov. Peck is now fifty-one years old. He is blonde 
in complexion and inclined to portliness in figure. 
He is rather above medium size, good-looking, 
and takes as naturally to State dinners as a duck 
does to water. The beauty of his character is best 
illustrated by his kind regard for old acquain- 
tances. He is well dressed and well-groomed, but 
not starchy. Fortune and official prominence 


have not swelled his head. At the same time there 
is no lack of dignity, and few States in the Union 
can present better appearing or better equipped 
governors. è 


Racine and Kenosha Bounties, 


Wisconsin. 
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SHE time has arrived when it 
becomes the duty of the 
people of this county to per- 
petuate the names of their 
pioneers, to furnish a record 
of their early settlement, 
and relate the story of their 
progress. The civilization of our 
day, the enlightenment of the age 
and the duty that men of the pres- 
ent time owe to their ancestors, to 
themselves and to their posterity, 
demand that a record of their lives 
and deeds should be made. In bio- 
graphical history is found a power 
to instruct man by precedent, to 
enliven the mental faculties, and 
to waft down the river of time a 


safe vessel in which the names and actions of the 
peopie who contributed to raise this country from its 
primitive state may be preserved. Surely and rapidly 
the great and aged men, who in their prime entered 
the wilderness and claimed the virgin soil as their 
heritage, are passing to the'r graves. The number re- 
maining who can relate the incidents of the first days 
of settlement is becoming small indeed, so that an 
actual necessity exists for the collection and preser- 
vation of events without delay, before all the early 
settlers are cut dow.) by the scythe of Time 

‘Tobe forgotten has been the great dread of mankind 
from remotest ages. All will be forgotten soon enough, 
in spite of their best works and the most earnest 
efforts uf their friends to perserve the memory of 
their lives. The means employed to prevent oblivion 
and to perpetuate their memory has been in propor- 
tion to the amount of intelligence they possessed. 
The pyramids of Egypt were built to perpetuate the 
names and deeds of their great rulers.- The exhu- 
mations made by the archeologists of Egypt from 
buried Memphis indicate a desire of those people 


to perpetuate the memory of their achievements 
The erection of the great obelisks were for the same 
purpose. Coming down to a later period, we find the 
Greeks and Romans erecting mausoleums and monu- 
ments, and carving out statues to chronicle their 
great achievements and carry them down the ages. 
It is also evident that the Mound-builders, in piling 
up their great mounds of earth, had but this idea— 
to leave something to show that they had lived. All 
these works, though many of them costly in the ex- 
treme, give but a faint idea of the lives and charac- 
ters of those whose memory they were intended to 
perpetuate, and scarcely anything of the masses of 
the people that then lived. The great pyramids and 
some of the obelisks remain objects only of curiosity; 
the mausoleums, monuments and statues are crum- 
bling into dust. 

It was left to modern ages to establish an intelli- 
gent, undecaying, immutable method of perpetuating 
a full history—immutable in that it is almost un- 
limited in extent and perpetual in its action; and 
this is through the art of printing. 


To the present generation, however, we are in- 
debted for the introduction of the admirable system 
of local biography. By this system every man, thougt 
he has not achieved what the world calls greatness, 
has the means to perpetuate his life, his history, 
through the coming ages. 


The scythe of Time cuts down all; nothing of the 
physical man is left. The monument which his chil- 
dren or friends may erect to his memory in the ceme- 
tery will crumble into dust and pass away; but his 
life, his achievements, the work he has accomplished, 
which otherwise would be forgotten, is perpetuated 
by a record of this kind. 


To preserve the lineaments of our companions we 
engrave their portraits, for the same reason we col- 
lect the attainable facts of their history. Nor do we 
think it necessary, as we speak only truth of them, to 
wait until they are dead, or until those who know 
them are gone: to do this we are ashamed only to 
publish to the world the history of those whose lives 
are unworthy of vublic record. 
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- JAMES ROOD DOO- | first one in this country came over with the earliest 


LITTLE, though senior 
member of the law firm 
of Doolittle, McKey & 
Tolman, of Chicago, has 
been a resident of Racine 
since 1851. Heis onecf Wisconsin’s 
most distinguished citizens, and 
was United States Senator from that 
State from 1857 until 1869. While 


retaining his citizenship in Wiscon- | 


sin, where his home at Racine is 
now presided over by his widowed 
daughter, Judge Doolittle has for 
many years spent most of his time 
in Chicago, making his home there in the household 
of his deceased son and law partner. Though ad- 
vanced in years, he is still active and vigorous. 
He has a military carriage, and one observing his 
erect figure and soldierly bearing cannot escape the 


conclusion that had he not been a great orator, he | 
His head is mas- | 


would have been a great soldier. 
sive, set upon broad shoulders and crowning a 
sturdy physique. His hair and whiskers are white, 


ex-Governor of Kentucky. 


Senator Doolittle is a native of New York. He | 


was born on a farm in the town of Hampton, in 
the neighborhood of Lake Champlain and not far 
from the Vermont line, on the 3d of January, 1815. 


The Doolittles were of English descent, but the ' 


settlers. Judge Doolittle is the sixth in line of 
descent from that Abraham Doolittle who was 
sheriff of New Haven County, Conn., in 1648. 
Abraham Doolittle, with others, purchased a tract 
of land from the Indians and founded the town of 
Wallingford. One of his sons was named Abra- 
ham, and a son of the latter was named Ambrose. 
Reuben Doolittle, a son of Ambrose, was the 
grandfather of the ex-Senator from Wisconsin, 
who is now practicing law in Chicago. The fam- 
ily is a prominent one in Connecticut. The mother 
of ex-Governor English, of that State, was a Doo- 
little. The maiden name of Judge Doolittle’s 
mother was Sarah Rood. Her family was also of 
old New England stock, and of Scotch extraction. 

When James R. Doolittle was four years old, bis 
father removed to Western New York, settling in 
Genesee County, an elevated wooded region. The 
elder Doolittle was a Democratic Republican and 
the son grew up in that political faith. 

James R. Doolittle was graduated at Geneva, 
now Hobart College, in 1834. He adopted the law 


| asa profession, and, having been admitted to the 
his complexion is ruddy and his eyes are blue. He | 


strikingly resembles Gen. Simon Bolivar Buckner, | 


bar in 1837, opened an office at Warsaw, N. Y., in 
1841. Warsaw was the county seat of Wyoming 
County, then a new civil division created from a 
part of Genesee County. He married in the 
year 1837, Miss Mary L. Cutting, who died in 
1879. She bore him six children, four sons and 
two daughters. Of these one son and both daugh- 
ters survive. ‘The only public office which Judge 
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Doolittle held in Rew York, was that of District 
Attorney of Wyoming County. It was a Whig 
date. He early became interested in State and 
national politics, and took an active part in the 
campaigns of 1844 and 1848. In 1851 he removed 
to Racine, Wis. There he found himself again in 
a Whig district. Yielding to the requests of party 
friends, he ran as the Democratic candidate for 
Circuit Judge in 1852, and was elected. The sal- 
ary attached to the office was only $1,500 per an- 
num, and he resigned in 1856, intending to devote 
himself assiduously to the practice of law, having 
been assured a large and remunerative clientage. 
As a true Democrat, 
strongly opposed to slavery. In 1844 he supported 
Polk for President over Clay, but in 1847 he in- 
troduced into the Democratic Convention the 
famous “Corner Stone’’ Resolution, upon which 
the Free Soil party was formed in New York and 


ing pledged themselves, after the admission of 
Californis as a free State, that the slavery agita- 
tion should cease, le cordially supported Franklin 
Pierce in 1852, but being Judge he took no part 
in the canvass. The repeal of the Missouri 


the position assumed by Stephen A. Douglas to- 
ward the admission of Kansas and Nebraska oper- 
ated to drive anti-slavery Democrats out of the 
party. Thus Judge Doolittle became one of the 
founders of the Republican party. He was elected 


to the United States Senate as a Republican from | 


Wisconsin, January 23, 1857. In the year before 
he had championed the candidacy of Fremont for 


publican National Committee met in the city of 
New York to designate the time and place for hold- 
ing the national convention of 1860, Judge Doolit- 


tle represented Mr. Stevens, the member from Iowa, | nation, as in few words he refers to his previous 


by proxy in the committee. He wrote the call for 
pointed and forcible document was ever issued by 
—a-national-commitiee of any part 
Senator Doolittle was a warm admirer and de- 
voted friend of Abraham Lincoln. Wisconsin, 


mi 


l however; sent a e favorable to the W 


ation of Seward. No man in the United States re- 
county, but he carried it as the Democratic candi- | 


ceived the news of Lincoln's selection with more 
genuine gratification and enthusiasm than did 
Judge Doolittle. He was in constant sympathy 
with Lincoln’s administration, supporting his poli- 
cies actively and heartily, as they affected the con- 
duct of the war, the dealing with the slavery ques- 
tion and the measures of reconstruction, On the 
22d of January, 1863, he was re-elected to the 
United States Senate from Wisconsin. But in 
1865, immediately after the assassination of Lin- 
Lincoln the radical change in the reconstruction 


policy of the Republican party, inaugurated by 
Judge Doolittle was | 


Thaddeus Stevens and other radical leaders, made 


| it impossible for him to act longer with that party. 


He sustained President Johnson in the great con- 
troversy between the chief executive and the radical 


| Republican Senators. The Legislature of Wisconsin, 


| May 28, 1866, adopted a resolution asking him to 


in 1848 he followed the fortunes of Martin Van | resign his seat in the Senate. Hisspeech delivered 


Buren, the Free Soil candidate. Both parties hav- | 


in the Senate chamber in reply to that resolution 


| was a powerful defense of his position, and a scath- 


ing denunciation of that policy which had severed 


| him from the Republican party. He refused to re- 
| sign. In 1868 he supported Horatio Seymour for 


| President. 


compromise which followed Pierce’s election, and | the Democratic candidate for Governorof Wiscon- 


In 1871, three years afterward, he was 


| sin, running against the late C. C. Washburn, and 


has since been an active and prominent Democrat. 

In 1886 Judge Doolittle was induced to accept the 
Democratic nomination for member of Congress 
for the First Wisconsin, a district that had a record 
of from 4,000 to 6,000 Republican majority. While 
not successful in the race, the result was highly 


complimentary to the Judge and gratifying to his 
the Presidency. In December, 1859, when the Re- 


friends. He carried his own city and county, and 
was defeated in the district by only a few hundred 


majority. 


We insert his letter of acceptance of that nomi- 


| political career, which is a matter of history now: 
the convention, and it is doubtful if a more terse, | 


i 


Racıse, Wis., Oct. 4.—To the President and 
Members of the Democratic Convention held at 
Burlington, on the 29th of September, 1886—Gen- 


| tlemen: While most deeply sensible of the great 


honor you have done me, and of the kind manner 


in a which it has been done, it is but just to you sad 
to myself, to say the office for which you have been 
pleased to present my name, was neither sought for 
nor even thought of by me. 

And yet my relations, 1 may say my obligations 
to the people of this district, are such that I do 
not feel at liberty to refuse to serve, and to serve 
them with the best of my ability, if they choose to 
elect me to be their Representative in Congress. 

I can never forget nor too highly esteem their 


kindness and confidence in electing me to be their | 


Circuit Judge, more than thirty years ago, soon 
after I came to reside among them. 

Again, on the breaking up and re-organization 
of political parties upon the Kansas and slavery 
extension issues of 1859, I can never forget the 
generous confidence with which they, in common 


with the people of the whole State of Wisconsin, 


chose me to represent them in the Senate of the 
United States in those troublous times. 

And again, after secession and Civil War had 
come—which swept away all party lines at the 
South, and greatly strained and came very near 
breaking all party lines in the North, and bringing 
ali Democrats as well as Republicans into one great 
Union party, to sustain President Lincoln until the 
war was over—an event which I greatly desired 
and labored hard to secure; an event which I be- 
lieve would have been attained if Douglas had not 
died; an event which, if it had been attained, 
would, I verily believe, have brought the war to 
an end a year or more before it was in tact; I can 
never forget in those trying days the generous con- 
fidence and enthusiasm with which the people of 
this district, and of the State, re-elected me to the 
Senate in 1863, to plead for the cause of Union, 
and for the life of the Republic. 

A deep sense of these obligations which memory 
cannot forget, and which the heart cannot cease to 
feel until it shall cease to beat. constrains me to 
say what I have said. 

And no differences of opinion arising after the 
war was over on the questions of peace and recon- 
struction have to any extent removed or lessened 
the weight of those obligations. Great questions 
and new questions arose after my second term com- 
menced, which every thoughtful and patriotic man 
was bound to meet with the best lights which God 
had given him for their solution. For myself I 
claim no infallibility, but I was sincere and in earn- 
est. 

I was among those who believed that the very 
best time for reconciliation between the North and 
South was then, immediately after the war closed. 
And it was to bring about that end that i drew the 
call for the Union Convention at Philadelphia in 
1866, obtained the approval of all the members of 
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| Grant also favored it. 
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Í the Cabiiat-—thi same men whe 83 the Cabinet 
of Lincoln—of all the Democratic members of 


Gen. 
It was my great good for- 
tune to preside over that convention when it as- 
sembled, for it was the first reunion of the North 
and South after the bloody struggle was ended. 

I may have been mistaken, but what I earnestly 
sought to do, in dealing with the conquered South, 
was what England did with Seotland, and which 
has made Scotland the most loyal part of the Brit- 
ish empire, and not what England did with Ire- 
land, which for centuries has kept the Irish heart 
in a state of chronic rebellion. I sought to do by 
the South what Gladstone, the greatest of living 
Statesmen, seeks now to do by Ireland—I sought 
to give them home rule at the earlicst practicable 
period under the Constitution, under the common 
flag of a Union restored forever. 

Perhaps I was premature. Perhaps I was in ad- 
vance of the time. But had Lincoin lived, I verily 
believe peace, reconciliation, and home ruie would 
have come to the South ten years sooner than it 
did come, and that they would have been spared 
those ten long years of humiliation, corruption, 
and carpet-bag robbery. 

But however that might have been, all these 
questions are settled now. They have passed into 
history; and though differences of opinion and 
political estrangements were very wide and some- 
times expressed in bitter words toward me person- 
ally, time has softened them all, if it has not en- 
tirely removed them. 

One thing is certain; nothing in all the past has 
left one personal resentment in me, nor effaced 
from my memory or lifted from my heart the deep 
sense of gratitude I owe, and shall owe so long as 
I live, to the people of Wisconsin, and especially 
to the people of the First District. 

And now I repeat once more: If they think 
proper to elect me to this important office, all un- 
sought and unsolicited asit is by me; if they think 
the experience, education, if you please, in public 
affairs, which their kind action heretofore has been 
the means of giving me, will be of service to them 
and to the country generally, 1 have no right to 
refuse that service, and shall endeavor upon all 
pending questions, and upon all new questions 
which may arise, to support and advance the right 
and oppose the wrong. having always in view the 
fundamental idea of our political system, the equal 
rights of all men before the law, and that other 
kindred idea which underlies all modern civiliza- 
tion and progress, “Love thy neighbor as thyself.” 
With great respect. Truly yours, 

J. R. DooLITTLE. 
Reuben Doolittle, Jr., the father of James R. 


Congress, and many leading Republicans. 
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Doolittle, was bors in Chester, Denn on the 22d 
of May, 1789, and was married October 24, 1810, 
to Miss Sarah Rood. Four sons and two daugh- 
ters were born of their union, of whom three now 
survive, the subject of this sketch and his two sis- 
ters: Myraette, the eldest sister, is the wife of John 
G. Meacham, Sr., M. D., a leading physician of Ra- 
cine. The youngest is Mrs. Delia Cutting, also of 
Racine. Reuben Doolittle, who was noted for his 
liberality to schools and churches, dicd in Wauke- 
gan, III., on the 24th of August, 1846. One of the 
striking characteristics of the Doolittle family from 
remote generations is a love of intellectual devel- 
opment and a desire to aid in the cause of educa- 
tion and religion. The family history as preserved 
for nearly three hundred years, shows that nearly 
every generation produced its ministers and teach- 
ers. The prevailing religion of the family is Epis- 
copalian, but notable exceptions occur. Judge 
Doolittle was reared under the auspices of that 
church, but his wife being a Baptist, he joined the 
latter church about the time of his marriage, and 
for forty years has been a member of the First 
Baptist Church of Racine. The following para- 
graph is taken from a report of an interview be- 
tween a newspaper reporter and Judge Doolittle, 
and goes to show that some of the marked pecu- 
liarities of the Senator are hereditary: 


“I have been, “said he, “all my life a follower 
of ideas rather than men. When convinced of the 
correctness of a principle, nothing could swerve 
we from my allegiance to it. While endeavoring 
to avoid the charge of stubbornness, I have not 
counted the cost of adhering to the right. This, 
however, is, in my opinion, a characteristic of my 
family. Many years ago, when in London, I vis- 
ited the British Museum and indulged a natural 
curiosity to know something of my English ances- 
tors. The Doolittles were from Kidderminster. I 
had not gone far in my search until I became in- 
terested in the doings of the Rev. Thomas Doolit- 
tle, a non-conformist preacher, who attracted some 
attention in the first half of the seventeenth cen- 
tury. He established the first church of the Dis- 
senters and was subjected to great annoyances by 
the authorities. One day when he was preaching 
in the chapel, a captain and train band, as the 
posse was called, all armed, entered the church. 

“+In the name of the king,’ exclaimed the cap- 
tain to the preacher, ‘I command thee to come down 
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from that BR and cease thy teaching of perni- 
cious doctrines.’ 

And in the name of the king of kings,’ replied 
the clergyman, ‘I command thee not to interrupt 
His worship.“ The meeting was broken up midst 
the shrieks and crics of women and children. But 
that was the last religious meeting broken up by 
force in England.”” 

“After the restoration of Charles the Second, 
Thomas Doolittie was granted a license to preach 
and he was not again disturbed. He was of a 
literary turn and wrote a book of commentaries 
on the Bible. He had some daughters who wrote 
poetry. 1 saw in the museum several of their 
books.“ 


Senatoı Doolittle and wife were blessed with a 
family of six children, four sons and two daugh- 
ters, as previously stated, one son and the daugh- 
ters only surviving. Henry Jonas, the eldest, was 
born November 4, 1839. He was graduated at 
Cambridge in 1861, entered the army, was an officer 
of Gen. Hamilton’s staff in the late war, and died 
of typhoid fever in 1862. Anson Ormus, was born 
in July, 1841; he enlisted in the Second Regiment 
of Wisconsin, and served during the war. He now 
resides in Charles City, Iowa. James Reuben was 
born April 2, 1845; he married a daughter of Gov. 
Matteson, in 1869, removed to Chicago and became 
a prominent lawyer and politician of that city 
and a very distinguished member of the Board of 
Education. He died in 1889, leaving a wife and 
three children. Silas Wright was born in August, 
1847, and died in August, 1876; Mary, who was 
born in November, 1849, is now the wife of Dr, 
William J. Burge, of Pawtuxet, R. I.; Sarah, the 
youngest of the family, is the widow of E. H. 
Pease, of Racine, and now resides with, and pre- 
sides over the house of her father on the shore of 
Lake Michigan. 

In a work like this, space will not admit of more 
than a brief mention of a distinguished character 
like Senator Doolittle, whose work as a member of 
the highest branch of United States Government 
was done during the stormy and momentous days 
of the great Civil War and the trying years of re- 
construction, so-called. While many talented and 
bright men proved unable to resist the great and 
dazzling temptation to personal aggrandizement, 
incident to the turmoil and disorder of those times 


and were made the subject of investigations, Sen- 
ator Doolittle, actuated by the purest motives of 
patriotism and a high sense of honor, retired from 
public office without fortune it is true, but with 
clean hands and an unblemished character. He 
was an acknowledged leader in the Senate, and a 
stanch friend of the administration of Abraham 
Lincoln, and made a reputation national in its 
scope, such as will live in history and grow brighter 
in the light of a cooler and clearer judgment sure 
to follow the lapse of time when prejudice and 
passion shall have partially, at least, cleared from 
the public mind. 

The writer acknowledges his obligations to the 
Chicago Herald for a portion of the material for 
this sketch. 


f onun TAPLEY, deceased, was born in the 

Parish of Paddesworth, Kent County, Eng- 
land August 13, 1824, the youngest of 
the family of ten children born unto Daniel 


o) 


and Elizabeth (Sandford) Tapley, who were also 


natives of the Parish of Paddesworth. For gene- 
rations, his ancestors had been enguged in the East 
India trade. His father began a seafaring life at the 
age of ten,and on attaining his majority was given 
command of a fourteen gun sloop well manned 
having a letter of marque, commissioning him to 
capture all French vessels on the high seas. He 
took several prizes during the Peninsular War, and 
was slightly wounded in one engagement. After 
the war he purchased an estate at Paddesworth, 
but later sold this and rented the Walton farm, 
which was the estate of his father-in-law. Owing 
to the war with France, finances were close, and 
his accumulations were swept away. ‘This decided 
him to come to America, and in April, 1835, accom- 
panied by his wife and four of the children, the 
other children remaining in the old country, he 
crossed the Atlantic to the United States, and set- 
tled on a small faim near Lairdsville, Oneida 
Couuty, N. Y. 

It was in this manner that John Tapley be- 
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came an American citizen. He was a lad of 
eleven summers at the time. His education was 
acquired in the district schools which he attended 
during the winter season, and in the summer 
months he worked for neighboring farmers. When 
thirteen years of age, his father hired him out to 
a country merchant, where his duties embraced 
tending store and post office, keeping books, milk- 
ing cows, mixing medicine etc., and all for $1 per 
week. When he was fifteen years old, his father 
apprenticed him to a cabinet maker in Clinton, 
N. Y., for three years term of service. During 
his apprenticeship, through a cousin who attended 
Hamilton College, he got access to the library of 
that institution, and eagerly availed himself of 
the opportunity for study. At about the close of 
his apprenticeship in 1342, his mother died, and 
the father with our subject and his brother returned 
to England where the death of Mr. Tapley after- 
wards occurred. John, then a yonng man, secured 
an appointment to a position in the custom house 
in London. 

It was in 1848, in London, that Mr. Tapley was 
united in marriage with Miss Charlotte Scott, 
daughter of Robert Scott of Aldington, Kent 
County. England. In 1850, on account of the 
cholera prevalent in his native land, he sailed 
with his young wife for America, the vessel drop- 
ping anchor in New York harbor six weeks later. 

He located in Kane County, III., where he en- 
gaged in farming until 1859, when he removed 
to Racine, Wis., and became one of the proprietors 
of the Racine Advocate, which is among the oldest 
papers in the State. He was a stalwart supporter 
of the new Repullican party, and President Lincoln 
appointed him Postmaster of Racine, which position 
he held for eight years. In 1863, he sold his 
paper and during the war, was an active member 
of the Soldiers Relief Society, as was also his wife, 
Dnring the early part of the rebellion, he was ap- 
pointed by Gov. Harvey as State agent to visit 
the sick and wounded soldiers at Vicksburg. In 
1869, his business interests again changed, and he 
became traveling agent for J. I. Case & Co., and 
was one of their most trusted employes. During 
four years, he traveled over the Western States 
from Canada, to the Gulf of Mexico,and in 1873, 
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was offered the superintendency of agents together 
with the oversight of printing and after the re- 
tirement of Col. John G. McMynn, he also assumed 
the duties of supervisor of annual sales. 

Mr. Tapley was ever a prominent man in this 
community from the date of his settlement here. 
In 1858, he was commissioned by Gov. Randall as 
Captain in the Thirteenth Regiment of the State 
Militia. He was active in forming the Racine 
County Agricultural Society, of which he was 
twice president. In politics, he was first an anti- 
slavery Democrat, but after the rise of the Repub- 
ican party, he adhered closely to its principles. 
In 1885, he resigned his position on account of ill 
health and in May, accompanied by his wife, went 
to England, where he died at his old home August 
22, 1885. 

The following year, Mrs. Tapley returned to her 
home, and is still living in Racine. She was born 
March 27, 1819, and although now seventy-two 
years of age is still well preserved. She again 
visited her old home and the grave of her husband 
in 1891. They have but one surviving child, 
Mrs. Byron B. Blake. Probably the news of no 
death in this community caused greater sorrow, 
than that of John Tapley who was a man of wide 
acquaintance and had many friends. In his busi- 
ness career he won the confidence of all, and in 
his social relations, he secured the high esteem of 
those with whom he was brought in contact. His 
prominence as a citizen, and the fact of his early 
settlement in the county, both entitle him to re- 
presentation in this volume. 


en 


blacksmith, wagon and repair shop in 
Bristol, Kenoslıa County, where he has 
2) worked up an excellent trade and is now 
doing a good business. New York has furnishied 
a number of leading citizens to Kenosha County 
and among these sl.ould be mentioned our subject. 
He was born in Columbia County, N. Y., July 24, 
1832, and is a son of Henry Lavey, also a native 
of the Empire State. The grandfather, Henry Lavey 


1 


was born in New England. The father followed 
his trade of coopering in New York and there 
married Charity Snyder. In 1849, he emigrated 
westward, reaching Kenosha in the latter part of 
November. Purchasing land in the town of 
Bristol upon which some improvements had been 
made, he turned his attention to farming and de- 
voted his energies to agricultural pursuits until his 
death. For many years he was a member of the 
Methodist Church. His wife survived him only’ 
about six months. ‘They had but one son and one 
daughter. The latter, Jane, is now the wife of 
George Kipp, a resident of Dutchess County, 
N. Xs 

‘The son is our subject, who until eighteen years 
of age resided in the state of his nativity, where 
he attended the public schools. He is largely 
self-educated, however, for since attaining years 
of maturity, reading, study and observation have 
made hima well informed man. He aided his 
father in farm labors until he had attained his 
majority, when heset up'a forge and began work- 
ing at the blacksmith’s trade. He first worked 
only for neighbors but gradually his trade in- 
creased until it assumed extended proportions and 
in 1866 he removed to Bristol, where he built a 
shop and now carries on a general blacksmith, 
wagon and repair business. His trade has in- 
creased from the beginning, for he is an expert 
workman, and yields him a good income. In the 
fall of 1881, Mr. Lavey removed to Kenosha, 
where he carried on the agricultural implement 
business for three years, meeting with excellent 
success in that line. He then sold out and in 1884 
returned to Bristol, where he has since made his 
home. 

On different occasions our subject has been 
called upon to serve in public positions of honor 
and trust. He was for ten years a member of the 
town Board of Supervisors and for four years 
served as its chairman, while for three years he 
was chairman of the County Board. He has taken 
quite an active part in local politics and with his 
ballot supports the Republican party, having voted 
for each Presidential candidate since he cast his 
first vote for Hon. John C. Fremont. As a citi- 
zen he is public spirited and progressive and the 
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best interests of the community he has at 
heart. Socially he is a Royal Arch Mason, belong- 
ing to Kenosha Chapter. 


t 
| 
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He served as Master of | 


the Blue Lodge for a number of years and filled | 


other lodge offices. ‘Those who have had business 
dealings with Mr. Lavey have found him a 
straightforward,upright man of unblemished char- 
acter and sterling worth. 

On the first of October, 1856 he married Melvina 


Shumway, a native of Columbia County, N. Y., | 
and a daughter of Alanson Shumway, and a sister | 
of James Shumway, whose sketch appears else- | 


where in this work. She is a member of the 


Met- | 


hodist Church and a lady of many excellencies of | 


character. 
born three sons—Frank R. who is now postmaster 


Unto Mr. and Mrs. Lavey have been | 


of Bristol; Curtis J., a blacksmith and carpenter | 


by trade; and Fred A. whois attending the home 
schools. 


Si oes Sh—- 


JÁ, ORTIMER A. BACON, M. D., the leading 
“th medical practitioner of Salem, has the honor 
He 


citizens. was born on 
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sixty-seven years, held membership with the Ma- 
sonic fraternity, being the oldest mason in the 
northwest. He died August 27, 1891, having sur- 
vived his wife about eleven years. Her death oc- 
curred February 8, 1880. In their family were 
twelve children—Adolphus, Adella, Ada, Hiram, 
Julius W., the first whité male child born in 
Kenosha County, his birth occurred February 16, 
1836; Sarah J., Lucy C., Homer, Mortimer, our 
subject; George M. and Brown F. 

Dr. Mortimer Bacon, who has spent almost his 
entire life in this county, attended the common 
schools until the breaking out of the late war, 
when he laid aside text books to enter the service 
of his country. He enlisted in September, 1861, as 
a private of Company E, Fourteenth Regiment 
Wisconsin Volunteers and was mustered in at Green 
Bay, Wis. The first important engagement in 


| which he participated was at Vicksburg and he was 


also under fire at Big Shanty, Kenesaw Mountain, 


| Peach Tree Creek, Ezra Church Chapel, Jonesboro, 


of being one of Kenosha County's native | 
his father’s | 


farm in the town of Somers, January 27, 1845. | 


His parents were Newton and Lovinia (Bacon) 
Bacon. His father was a native of Connecticut 
and the family is of Scotch descent. Whena 
young man, he learned the cooper’s trade and in 


1835, emigrated to what is now Kenosha County, | 
| practice of his chosèn profession in Canton, Ill., in 


Wis., but was then a part of the Territory of Wis- 
consin. The trip was made by 
Michigan to Pleasant Prairie Township, where Mr. 
Bacon made a claim of eiglity acres, upon which 
he built a log cabin, 16x20 feet, that became the 
general stopping place for all travelers. The winter 
after his arrival he lost one of his horses and then 
purchased an ox-team. Following the cooper's 
trade, he hauled his barrels by ox-team to Chicago, 
which was then the nearest market, 
experiences of pioneer life were borne by the fam- 
ily, who well deserve mention in this volume for 
they were among the earliest settlers of the county. 


team through | 


Savannah, Pocotaligo, Bentonville and many other 
engagements of lesser importance, and received his 
discharge at Madison, Wis., October 24, 1865, after 
four years of service, having veteranized at the 
close of his first term. 

Soon after his return home, Mr. Bacon engaged 
with the Toledo, Peoria & Warsaw Railroad as 
telegraph operator, béing located at Warsaw and 
Canton, III., and filled that position unti. 1876. In 
that year, he began the study of medicine with Dr. 
A. B. Clough, of Canton, and afterward attended 
Medical College in Chicago. He commenced the 


1877, thence to Waukegan, IIL, in 1880, and there 


remained for eight years, when he came to Salem. 


The usual | 


In politics, Mr. Bacon was a Democrat and for 


Although he has been a resident of Salem for little 
more than three years he has already secured a 
large and lucrative practice, which attests his skill 
and ability and has won a foremost place in the 
ranks of his professional brethren. 

On the 17th of May, 1868, Dr. Bacon was united 
in marriage with Miss Annie Snyder, daughter of 
Martin and Sarah (Miller) Snyder,and their union 
has been blessed with five children—John N., now 
a telegraph operator; Annie I., Francis O., Sadie 
L. and Alice M., who are yet under the parental 
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roof. The family is well and favorably known 
throughout this community and its social status is 
excellent. The Doctor is a member of the Odd 
Fellows fraternity, Salem Lodge, No. 42, and of 
the Grand Army of the Republic. He was a faith- 
ful soldier during the late war and is alike true to 
every trust reposed in him. 


ù DWIN and JOHN W. SHOTLIFF constitute 
the firm of Shotliff Brothers, general black- 
smiths and prominent citizens of Bristol, 
and are also proprietors of the Shotliff House, a 
leading hotel. The family to which they belong 
has long been identified with the history of Keno- 
sha County. The father, Ranson Shotliff, was 
born in Lincolnshire, England, October 19, 1829, 
and after acquiring a fair education, served a 
seven years’ apprenticeship to the blacksmith’s 
trade, becoming an expert workman in that line. 
In 1852 he crossed the Atlantic. and pausing not 
in the East, took up his residence in Kenosha, Wis., 
where he worked at his trade in the employ of 
others for two vears, after which he embarked in 
business for himself. 

On the 13th of Max. 1853. Ranson Shotliff wed- 
ded Miss Mary Ann Kirk, who was born in the 
same neighborhood as her husband. and attended 
school with him in early life. She is a daughter 
of John Anderson and Elizabeth (Leatberiand) 
Kirk, both of whom were natives of Lincolnshire. 
England. In the usual manner of farmer lads. the 
father was reared to manhood. and both he and his 
wife were educated in the common schools. and 
were devout members of the Church of England. 
They had a family of fifteen children. four of 
whom died after coming to this country, while 
four are yet living. The eldest, William, is farm- 
ing in Lake County. ML: David is a prominent 
manufacturer of Neosho, Mo.; and Mrs. Harriet 
Griffin, a widow, resides with her son on a farm in 
Lake County. The Kirk family emigrated to Armer- 
ica from England about 1850, sailing from Liver- 
pool to New York, reaching their destination after 


one month spent on the water. He came West by 
way of the Lakes, landing at Southport, now Ken- 
osha, in June of that year. He there rented a house, 
while he sought a location, and during his resi- 
dence in Kenosha his wife died in the month of 
August “He afterward marricd again and after a 
number of years’ residence in Lake County, died 
in Woodstock, III., his remains being interred by 
the side of Mrs. Kirk, in Kenosha Cemetery. 

After his marriage, Mr. Shotliff in connection 
with his brother, rented a shop in Kenosha and 
engaged in general blacksmithing for two years, 
when in 1856 he removed to Wilmot, where he 
built a residence and shop, and carried on a good 
business in the line of wagon-making, repairing 
and blacksmithing. From the beginning his trade 
rapidly increased and for nineteen years he did an 
extensive business in that place. He then sold out 
and bought a farm in the town of Bristol to which 
his family removed. Building a shop, he engaged 
in blacksmithing, while his sons operated the land. 

The vear 1875 saw him a resident of Bristol, 
where he made his home until his death. He was 
killed by a horse January 6, 1879. A man of 
sterling worth and high moral character, his loss 
was deeply mourned by many friends. He was 
very liberal. and gave freely of his means to char- 
itable and bencvolent purposes. 

In the Shotliff family are four children: Edwin, 
the eldest, was born in Kenosha. acquired his 
education in the public schools, and with his fa- 
ther learned his trade; John W. was born in the 
village of Wilmot. also learned blacksmithing 
with his father. and on the 25th of March, 1891. 
was united in marriage with Miss Anna Kingman, 
daughter of Jobn Kingman. deceased; Laura S. 
who engaged in teaching music previous to her 
marriage, is now the wife of Frank Lavy. Post- 
master and a leading business man of Bristol: 
Fred K.. the youngest of the family, now occupies 
a responsible position at Silver Lake, a summer re- 
sort. The two eldest sons spent the days of their 
bovhoud and youth in their parents” bome, and be 
ing much in their father’s shop, learned the trade. 
On their removal to the farm they engaged in its 
care and cultivation. while the father followed 
blacksmithing. 
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After the death ot har hustand, Mrs. Shotlift 
and her sons removed to Richmond, where they 
resided for about a year and a half and then came 


to Bristol, where the firm of Shotliff Brothers built | 
a shop, and have since engaged in general black- | 


smithing and repairing, doing an extensive and 


arrival they built a hotel, which in connection with 
their mother they have since carried on and also 
do a livery business, The Shotliff House is a first- 
class hotel, which has found favor with the travel- 
ing public, and in consequence receives a liberal 
patronage. Edwin and John Shotliff are numbered 
among the prominent and substantial citizens of 
Bristol. They are upright business men, fair in all 


which has crowned their efforts. 


2 


DWIN PHINEAS DICKEY, of the E. P. 
= Dickey Racine Fanning Mill 


Company, 
AS claims New York as the State of his nativ- 
ity. He was born near Leroy. Genesee County, 
September 9. 1827, and is a son of Phineas W. and 
Almira (Newhall) Dickey. His father was born in 
Londonderry, N. H., and the paternal grand parents 
came from the northern part of Ireland, although 
they were of Scotch descent. When 
father removed with his parents to Lester, Broome 
County, N. Y., and after attaining to mature years 
was there joined in wedlock with Miss Newhall. 
He engaged in carrying on a distillery and also 
bought cattle, but when he arrived with the cattle 
in New York be found that he could not secure 
any better price for them than he could have ob- 
tained at home. He thus lost heavily and bank- 
ruptey overtook him. To retrieve his lost posses- 
sions he learned the fanning mill business in Lester 
and after 1 a start moved to Phelps, Ontario 
County, N. Y. In 1840, he became established in 
dne f in that line and later was in the saw-mill 
business, furnishing ties for the New York Central 
Railroad. About 1849, be moved to Janesville, 
Rock County, Wis., where he engaged in the man- 
ufacture of milis for a time. 


| four children—Patterson, 


| education and 


young, his | 


During his residence 
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there his wife died and he wedded a Mrs. Marston. 
Subsequently he removed to Kenosha, where he 
made mills for some five years and during the war 
he went to California, taking with him considerable 
stock but all died except one stallion. During his 


| residence on the Pacific coast he lived on a ranch 
lucrative business. The following year after their | 


and raised horses. The death of Mr. Dickey oc- 


| curred in Kenosha and his remains were interred 


in the cemetery at Janesville. In politics he was 


| firsta Whig and afterward a Republican and in 


religious belief he was a Presbyterian, as was also 
the mother of our subject. In their family were 
who was drowned in 


New York; Edwin P., of this sketch; Helen, de- 


| ceased wife of J.S. Drake, of Janesville, and George, 
their dealings, and have justly merited the success | 


who resides in Bangor, Me. 

We now take up the personal history of E. P. 
Dickey, who in his youth acquired a common-school 
in early years was associated with 
his father in the fanning mill business. Desiring 


| to try his fortune in the West, he went to Marshall, 


Mich., in 1843, where he learned to weave wire 
cloth for fanning mills. The following year he 
came to Racine and wove the first wire cloth that 
was ever made to take oats out of wheat. He con- 
tinued weaving this cloth for men who were mak- 
ing miils for some time and about the time of the 
breaking out of the late war he commenced the 
manufacture of fanning mills on bis own account. 
Mr. Dickey patented the American sifter which 
had the greatest sale in those days of any in the 
market. Many would buy mills that would have 
very little use for them if they could pay in green- 
backs which they thought were so plentiful that 
they would never be of much account. During 
the war Mr. Dickey patented another mill, the 
Pacific, which has since been greatly improved and 
is now one of the best mills gn the market. In 
188] the E. P. Dickey Racine Fanning Mill Com- 
pany was incorporated with our subject as Presi- 
dent and Francis W. Dickey as Secretary and 
They manufacture mills, feed cutters 
and mill safes and are doing an excellent and con- 
stantly increasing business. 

We now turn from the public to the private life 
of Mr. Dickey and note that in Racine,in 1853, he 
united in marriage with Miss Gertrude L., 


‘Treasurer. 


was 
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daughter of Jacob and a sister of Hon. Nicholas 


D. Fratt. The lady is a native of Troy, N. Y. 
By their marriage have been born three children—- 
Cora, who is now the wife of Eugene Orlop, a res- 
ident of Racine; Nellie, with Houghton, Mifflin 
& Co., of Chicago; and Francis W., a young man 
now associated in business with his father. The 
family is one of prominence in the community, 
the members holding a high position in the social 
world. 

When Mr. Dickey began the manufacture of 
fanning mills in Racine, he traded land for his 
shop and a stock of mills. Besides the mills already 
mentioned, the company owns and manufactures 
the “Little Chief”? and “Excelsior” styles. In 
politics he is a Republican but has never sought or 
desired political preferment. He is one of the 
pioneers in this line of manufacturing and is also 
one of the few remaining early settlers of Racine. 
He is thus worthy of representation in this volume 
and itis with pleasure that we present his sketch 
to our readers. 


+SEE: 


ALFRED CARY, deceased, was a pioneer of 
Racine, and a member of one of the prom- 
| & inent families of that city in the early 
CG) days. His brother, Dr. B. B. Cary, was the 
first physician and first Postmaster of Racine, and 
a sketch of his life is given on another page of this 
work, while Hon. John W. Cary has been general 
solicitor for the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul 
Railroad Company for many years. 

Our subject was born in Shoreham, Addison 
County, Vt., January 21, 1804, and wasa son of 
Asa and Anna (Sandford) Cary. He attended 
school in his native State, and with his parents em- 
igrated to the town of Hannibal, Oswego County, 
N. Y., where he learned the carpenter and joiner’s 
trade. In the fall of 1835, he came to Racine, ar- 
riving in the village on the Ist of October, in com- 
pany with his brother, Dr. Cary. He at once found 
work in the line of his trade and was engaged in 
building until about 1869, after which he had charge 
of the grain elevator in Racine for several years. 


PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM. 


Mr. Cary was united in marriage in this city on 
the 29th of December, 1836, with Miss Mary L. 
Knight, a daughter of Timothy and Dolly (Rice) 
Knight, both of whom were natives of the Green 
Mountain State. Their daughter was born in Dum- 
mestown, Vt., and came to Racine by schooner from 
Oswego, N. Y., in May, 1836. Her brothers, Albert 
G. and Samuel G. Knight, were among the promi- 
nent early pioneers of this city. The marriage of 
Mr. Cary and Miss Knight was the first consummated 
in the village of Racine, the ceremony being per- 
formed by Justice Jocl Sage, who had been ap- 
pointed to that office at the same time that Mr. 
Cary had been made a Justice by Gov. Dodge, the 
Territorial Governor. Mr. Sage did not intend to 
qualify, but did so to accommodate his friend, who 
wanted to get married, but could not very well per- 
form the ceremony for himself. Eight children 
were born to Mr. and Mrs. Cary, but six died in 
infancy, and Samuel, the only son who grew to 
mature years, died at the age of twenty-three. 
Anna, the youngest and only surviving member of 
the family at this time, is the wife of Elder A. A. 
Graves, of Racine. 

Mr. Cary was Superintendent of the Racine ele- 
vators for twelve years and for the last few years 
of his life was in the employ of the J. I. Case 
Threshing Machine Company of this city. His 
death occurred January 7, 1886, and his wife, who 
survived him three years, died November 13, 1889. 
In politics, Mr. Cary was a Democrat and served as 
Justice of the Peace for twelve years. He was 
Assessor of Racine in 1841, the first to fill that office, 
and was re-elected and served for each succeeding 
year until 1847. He was also the first Assessor of 
Racine, after it was incorporated as a city in 1848, 
and the following year was elected Alderman, serv- 
ing in the Council in 1849. He was also Court 
Commissioner,and held other minor offices. 

With the early history of the press of Racine, Mr. 
Cary was identified, being one of the proprietors of 
the Racine Argus, the first newspaper started in 
this city. Its first issue bore date, February 14, 
1838. Capt. Gilbert Knapp, Marshall M. Strong 
and others were associated with Mr. Cary in that 
enterprise. Of the Racine Warehouse and Dock 
Company he was a member, and served on its 
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Board of Dede me was one of the a of 
the election for Racine County, April 4, 1837, the 


first election held here, when the whole county, in- | 
cluding what is now Kenosha County, formed but | 
| man of good ability, he has made thorough prepar- 


one precinct. 
Mr. Cary was widely known and universally 
esteemed for his many excellencies of character. 


He was faithful to every trust, public or private, 
and took great pride in the growth and develope- | 


ment of the city which he had helped to found, and 


which he lived to see attain proportions and import- | 
Him- | 
self and wife were among the charter members of | 


ance beyond his most sanguine expectations. 


the First Presbyterian Church of Racine, and were 


influential and faithful in its support during their | 
lives. Mr. Cary was one of its first Elders and | 


filled that position with fidelity from the founda- 
tion of the church to the close of his life. His 
daughter, Mrs. Graves, is an earnest member of the 
same congregation and her husband now occupies 
the position which his honored father-in-law once 
filled. 


ALTER II. FANCHER, M. D., D. D. S., of 
Racine, has the honor of being a native 
citizen of this place, and a representative 

of one of the early families, His parents were 


James H. and Elizabeth W. (Kellogg) Fancher, a | 


record of whom is given on another page of this 
work, in the sketch of Dr. F. L. Fancher. The 
gentleman whose name heads this notice was born 
on the 2d of April, 


Racine Academy, he began reading medicine with 
his brother mentioned above, thereby fitting himself 


for the profession which he now practices. He | 


then took three courses of lectures in the Bennett 
Medical College, and was graduated from that 
institution in 1890. In the meantime he had 
taken a course in dentistry, and graduated from 
the Chicago College of Dental Surgery. 

The marriage of Dr. Fancher was celebrated on 
the 2d of April, 1891, Miss Helen M. White be- 
coming his wife. 


1869, and after pursuing | 
a literary course in the public schools and in 


The lady isa native of Cresco, | 
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lowa, and a daughter of W. W. and Mary C. 
(Silloway) White. The Doctor and his wife are 
members of the Congregational Church, and in his 
political affiliations he is a Republican. A young 


ation for a professional life, and will, no doubt, 


| win success in his chosen line of work if energy 


and skill can accomplish it. 


* ———— 


C HARLES S. BREARLEY, foreman of the 
\ G 


Separator Machine Shops of the J. I. Case 
S/A Threshing Machine Company, is a native 
of Wisconsin. Ile was born in the town of Paris, 
Kenosha County, on the 3d of May, 1849, and is 
a son of Thomas and Bettie (Laycock) Brearley. 
His parents were born in Roachdale, England, and 
in 1847, bade good-bye to their old home and emi- 
grated to America. Coming directly to Wisconsin, 


\ 


| they located in the town of Paris, Kenosha County, 
| where Mr. Brearley engaged in farming until 1849, 


when they removed to Racine. There the father 


found employment in the shops of J. I. Case & 


Co., and continued in the service of that corpora- 
tion for several years, His death occurred in Ra- 
cine, and his wife passed away May 26, 1878. 
Their family numbered four sons. 

The subject of this sketch came to Racine with 
his parents and attended the public schools of the 
city until he was sixteen years of age, when in 
1865, he began serving an apprenticeship to the 
machinist’s trade in the shops of the company, 
with which he is now employed. He continued 
with this company at that time for seven years, or 
until the spring of 1872, when he went to Mil- 
waukee, where for two years he was employed as 
machinist in the Cream City Iron Works. He then 
returned to Racine and resumed work with the J. 
1. Case Company, with which he has been con- 
nected continuously since, and in 1884 he was ap- 
pointed foreman of the Separator Machine Shops, 
which position he has held for the last seven years. 

On the 22d of November, 1877, Mr. Brearley 
was married in Racine, the lady of his choice be- 
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ing Miss Mary ( c. Hass. a An of Frederick 
Hass, of this city, and a native of Syracuse, N. Y. 
With her parentsshe came to Racine when a child, 
and here passed the days of her maidenhood. Two 
children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Brearley, 
a son and daughter—Mary C. and James Eugene, 
both born in Racine. The parents are members of 
St. Luke's Episcopal Church and as regards his 
political affiliations, our subject is a Republican, 
while socially, he is a member of Bell City Lodge, 
No. 92, A. F. & A. M., and of Veta Council, No. 2, 
Royal League, of Racine. 

For the long period of twenty-four years, Mr. 
Brearley has been connected with the J. I. Case 
Threshing Machine Company. By his skill and 
and ability in his line of work, he has won the re- 
sponsible position which he now holds, that of 
foreman in one of the important departments of 
these extensive works and has an average of sixty- 
five men under his control. His long continu- 
ance in that position is the best possible evidence 
that he has proved faithful and capable. 
citizen of the town where he has passed the 
greater part of his life, he stands high in the es- 
timation of all who know him. 


Asa 


+= 


RANK LESLIE FANCHER, M. D., who be- 
Es longs to the medical fraternity of Racine, 
was born near the city on the 5th of 
September, 1852, and is therefore a representative 
of one of the early families, his parents being 
James H. and Elizabeth W. (Kellogg) Fancher. 
His father was born at Poundridge, Westchester 
County, N. Y., on the the 6th of August, 1819. 
Having received an academic education he taught 
school for a number of years. In 1843 he came to 
Racine County, “just to see the country,’’ and 
was so favorably impressed therewith that he 
decided to make this his home. On the 6th of 
November, 1847, he married Miss Kellogg, who is 
a native of Hartford, Conn., born April 28, 1829. 
Her parents, Seth H. and Electa (Washburn) 
Kellogg, were natives Goshen and New Haven, 
Conn., respectively. Grandfather Kellogg accom- 


BER by his wite and weir son, Seth, came 
to this county where they spent their last days. 
He served in the War of 1812, and in recognition 
of his services was awarded a pension by the 
Government. In 1837, Seth Kellogg and his 
brother started with their families for Racine 
County. As there was no pier at Southport (now 
Kenosha) their effects could not be landed. The 
families, however, were taken ashore on a scow, 
and Mr. Kellogg proceeded to what has since been 
known as Kellogg' Corners, while his brother 
went on with the goods to Milwaukee and brought 
them down by oxen team, having only the blazed 
trees to indicate the road. Seth Kellogg was an 
active worker in church and Sunday-school, as was 
also his wife, who was a daughter of Rev. Ebenezer 
Washburn, whose ability and piety are well known 
to the pioneers of this county. The Kellogg fam- 
ily is noted for their longevity, and of the six 
brothers who came to Wisconsin in an early day, 
five lived to be over ninety years of age. Seth 
Kellogg, however, died at the age of sixty-five and 
his wife when sixty-four years of age. He was a 
prominent nurseryman and was associated in busi- 
ness with George Kellogg, the well known nursery- 
man of Janesville for many years. 

For some time James Fancher followed farming, 
after which he spent three or four years in mer- 
chandising in Kenosha. Returning to Racine he 
did office work for the Home Life Insurance 
Company of New York, first in Milwaukee and 
later in Chicago. He was thus engaged at the 
time of his death on the 3d of May, 1875. In 
the Congregational Church, of which he was a 
faithful member, he served as Deacon. In political 
sentiment, he is a Republican. Mrs. Fancher, who 
still survives him, is also a member of the Con- 
gregational Church. She belongs to a family of 
ten children, eight of whom are living. Five 
children were born to Mr. Fancher and his wife, 
namely:—Lewis R., a carriage manufacturer of 
Evanston, Iil; Emma L., at home; Frank L., of 
this sketch; James A., a partner of Lewis; and 
Walter H., who is represented on another page of 
this work, completes the family. 

Our subject received his literary education in 
the High School-of—Racine-—He—determined—to 


ri 
VEN: 
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engage in the practice of medicine, and after 


private study for a time, entered the Bennett | 


Medical College of Chicago, in 1881, from which 


he was graduated in 1885, after completing a four | 


years’ course of study. Establishing himself in 


Racine, he opened an office and has practiced here | 
| and his family to the West, 


continuously and successfully since. He is now 


serving bis second term as County Physician to | 


the satisfaction of all concerned. 


On the 30th of November, 1876, Dr. Fancher | 
was united in marriage with Miss Lucy A, Cutting, | 


daughter of Shepard and Mary (Pulman) Cutting; 
the marriage ceremony being celebrated in Racine, 
Mrs. Fancher's native city. Their union has been 
blessed with two children, daughters—Winnie E. 
and Cora L. The parents are both members of 
the Congregational Church; and in his political 
affiliations, the Doctor is a Republican. Since 
1886 he has practiced in partnership with his 
brother, Dr. Walter H. Fancher, under the title of 
Fancher & Fancher. ‘They are both enterprising 
young men, able and skillful, and are an honor to 
their profession. 


is well known in business circles through- 
) out the. United States, and is familiar to 


4 


N era GILBERT SIMMONS, whose name 
— 


every citizen of Kenosha County, has been inti- | 


mately identified with the history and growth of 
the city of Kenosha, and of the county, for over 
forty-two years. 

His grandfather, Rouse Simmons, and wife, em- 
igrated from Rhode Island to Montgomery County, 
N. V., among the early settlers. 


the country was undeveloped, his educational ad- 
vantages were such as the district schools afforded, 


but by improving such opportunities as were | 


offered, he equipped himself for teaching, which, 
with clerking in a store, furnished him employ- 
ment in his earlier manhood. In his native county 
he married Miss Maria Gilbert, who was also born 
in that county, April 20, 1808. Soon afterward, 


There Ezra, the | 
father of our subject, was born, April 3, 1805. As | 
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child, removed to Oneida County, N. V., which 
was then covered with a primitive forest. Settling 
in the woods, he cleared and improved a farm, on 
which he lived until 1839, when he removed to 
Rome, the county seat of Oneida County, The 
yenr 1843 witnessed the removal of Ezra Simmons 
Coming by canal to 
Buffalo, a steamer was taken for Southport, where 
they arrived June 12. After a short stay in the 
village, Mr. Simmons purchased a tract of land in 
Benton ‘Township, Lake County, III., which he con- 
verted into a well improved farm. In 1851 he 
came to Kenosha and joined his sons in 
merchandising, the firm taking the title of Sim- 
mons & Sons, Some four years later the father re- 
tired from business and spent the evening of life 
in the enjoyment of well earned rest. He died 
July 14, 1878, aud was buried in the Kenosha cem- 
etery. His widow still survives, and makes her 
home in Kenosha with her daughter, Mrs. J. M. 
Stebbins. Though nearly eighty-four years of age, 
she is still active in body and mind. In earlier 
life, Mr. Simmons and his wife were members of 
the Methodist Church, he having been a Ciass- 
leader for many years; later, however, they became 
Unitarians in belief. In political sentiment he was 
a Democrat until the rise of the Republican party, 
to the principles of which he ever afterwards ad- 
hered. All of their children have become heads 
of families and reside in Kenosha. Their names, 
in order of birth, are as follows: Zalmon G., Burr, 
Rouse, Ezra and Mm. J. M. Stebbins, the last two 
named being twins. 

L. G. Simmons was boru in the town of Euphra- 
tes, Montgomery County, X. V., September 10, 
1828, and was therefore in his fifteenth year when 
he landed at Southport. By inheritance he re- 
ceived exceptional powers of endurance, and on 
his father’s farm developed a strong, physical man- 
hood. Naturally athletic, the racing and wrestling 
at house-raising and husking bees gave him oppor- 
tunities to become skilled in these sports. On his 
twenty-first birthday he left the farm to ac- 
cept a clerkship in the store of Seth Doan, one 
of the honored pioneer merchants of Southport. 
When be arrived in the village, a very modest 


Ezra Simmons, accompanied by his young wife and | wardrobe and $2.50 in money comprised his wealth. 
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Not long after he had begun his clerkship, Mr. 
Doan decided to send him some miles west of town to 
collect a debt of about $18 from a man by the name 
of Campbell, who was making greater preparations 
to leave the country than he was to pay the debt. 
On foot Mr. Simmons made the distance, arriving 
early in the morning. He announced the object 
of his visit and was informed by Campbell that he 
could not pay it. Satisfied that he was abundantly 
able to pay, young Simmons chatted away until 
the noon hour, when the debtor withdrew and en- 
joyed the meal with his family. Mr. Simmons’ 
reason for not eating was not lack of appetite, but 
rather of invitation. After dinner, Campbell 
finally suggested to him that he might as well re- 
turn, as the debt could not be paid; but Mr. Sim- 
mons observed that there was no law prohibiting 
his staying, and that he would remain and see him 
go, which, by the way, would not be until the next 
Becoming uneasy, Campbell went in, 
this 
Pointing out a certain nice steer in 


morning. 
conferred with his sons, and returned with 
proposition. 
his herd, which was feeding on the prairie some 
distance beyond the house, he said that he would 
give him that animal if Mr. Simmons would receipt 
the bill and take the brute away, but if it was there 
next morning it would be driven off with the rest. 
The bill was receipted without a word, and Mr. Sim- 
mons separated his steer from the rest and drove 
him toward the house, in which direction he went 
very readily. Finding he was getting away from 
his mates, he threw up his head, jumped the fences 
and back he went to the herd, while the Camp- 
bells raised a shout of triumph. A second trial re- 
sulted in a Similar way, only with a more exultant 
shout. Laying aside his coat, the young clerk 
started after his animal. After running about five 
hours, the steer gave up and became very tract- 
able. Having returned for his coat he drove his 
captive on into town, reaching there just as Mr. 
English was closing his butcher shop. Mr. Sim- 
mons offered to take for his bargain about what it 
had cost him in a bad debt. By eleven o'clock at 
night he had the money in his pocket and went to 
bed dinnerless and supperless. The same indomit- 
able perseverance that made this undertaking a 
success has characterized the man in the vast busi- 
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ness enterprises that he has taken at the lowest ebb 
and pushed to the high tide of prosperity. 

Having clerked for Mr. Doan some sixteen 
months, Mr. Simmons purchased the stock and 
store. Aside from good credit he had a capital of 
about $200, and close attention to business pro- 
duced its legitimate results, and he soon became one 
of the most prosperous merchants of the city. Af- 
ter spending ten years in mercantile life, he sold 
out and accepted the presidency of the Kenosha, 
Rockford & Rock Island Railroad Company, which 
was without funds or credit. By using his own 
means and endorsing the company’s paper, he 
finally succeeded in completing the road, and on 
the day of the first battle of Bull Run, ran the first 
train through, for a meeting of stockholders at 
Harvard, Ill. At this meeting, so gloomy was the 
outlook and such the discouragement, that the 
stockholders refused to furnish means to equip the 
road, but voted to a man that Mr. Simmons take 
the road and do what he pleased with it. Not- 
withstanding this made him about $80,000 worse 
than nothing, he shouldered the responsibility. 
The difficulties to be Overcome in equipping and 
carrying on the road successfully under so heavy 
a burden, paying one hundred cents on the dollar, 
and that during the unstable financial condition of 
war times, can never be understood except by those 
who have had like experience, and a man with 
less pluck, forethought and financial ability must 
have gone to the wall. 

In the meantime he had acquired an interest in 
the Wisconsin State Telegraph Company, of which 
he has been president since he became connected 
with it, and of which he was manager until the 
lines were leased in 1881. The success of the 
project put on foot by the Wisconsin State Tele- 
graph Company, and pushed forward by Mr. Sim- 
mons, is without a parallel and is here given be- 
its historic value. The line extended 
from Milwaukee to Madison, and was thought to 
be almost worthless, when in 1856, Mr. Simmons 
purchased a half interest therein for %500, and 
might have bought the other half for an equal 
amount. The great Northwest was just opening, 
the mines in the Lake Superior country, fur trad- 
ers in the British possessions, and other interests 


cause of 
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began to demand means of rapid communication. | the world. The road-bed is solid earth or masonry, 


Wherever it was thought best to run a line one was 
forthwith constructed. No obstacles stood in the 
way; through swamps and through forests almost 
impenetrable; telegraph lines were extended. From 
the time of purchase until the lease was made the 
business paid an aggregate of nearly $1,000,000, 
besides covering all that had been put into it. In 
1881 the lines of the company were leased to the 
Western Union Telegraph Company for ninety- 
nine years, the consideration being seven per cent. 
on $1,180,000, and a semi-annual dividend com- 
mencing at four per cent. and increasing to six per 
cent. on $2,500,000. 

Tn such home industries as would tend to build 
up Kenosha Mr. Simmons has taken a special inter- 
est. Few industries show more clearly the bene- 
fits derived from improved machinery than does 
the business carried on by the Northwestern Mat- 
tress Company. It began operations in 1872, but 
its product was then cheese boxes. Soon after, 
however, it commenced the manufacture of wire 
mattresses, turning out per year about fifteen hun- 
dred, which 1s now the daily output. This is the 
most extensive manufactory of the kind in exis- 
tence, and the woven wire mattress that used to 
sell for $20 apiece it now puts out at ninety-five 
cents. Mr. Simmons started the enterprise and has 
been the president since the business was estab- 
lished. He helped to organize and put on foot the 
Scotford Manufacturing Company, the Lane Man- 
ufacturing Company, and, through his efforts 
mainly, the Brass Works were induced to locate in 
Kenosha, In a word, he has assisted nearly every 
manufacturing industry in Kenosha. For some 
twenty-five years he has been president of the First 
National Bank of Kenosha, the oldest banking ın- 
stitution of the city. But the most novel project 
of Mr. Simmons’ life is the construction of a rail- 
road to the top of Pike’s Peak. This was begun 
in October, 1889, and the first train made the as- 
cent June 30, 1891. Starting at Manitou, Col., 
the road winds its way up the mountain ata grade 
of one foot in four, furnishing a panoramic view of 
magnificent scenery. Having travelled nine miles 
the summit of the peak is gained at an altitude of 
14,143 feet, the highest point reached by rail in 


save four chasms, which are spanned by iron 
bridges. The superstructure consists of three steel 
rails. The buter ones, on which the weight of the 
locomotive rests, are laid at standard gauge, and 
the center one is a compound cog-rail, on which 
the propelling wheels of the engine act. The road 
is in operation during the summer months, when a 
ride to such an altitude is exhilarating and delight- 
ful beyond description. 

Politically, Mr. Simmons has been a life-long 
Republican, casting his first vote for John P. Hale. 
He has been elected to fill a number of official po- 
sitions. In 1865 he represented Kenosha County 
in the State Legislature, and in 1884 and 1885 
served as Mayor of Kenosha. By the people of 
the city, it would be looked upon as unpardonable 
injustice were not something more than a passing 
mention made of the part Mr. Simmons took in de- 
creasing and shaping the city’s debt. In its en- 
deavor to build a harbor and extend its railroad 
connections, the city of Kenosha had become heav- 
ily, yes, hopelessly involved in a debt which, be- 
fore it was settled, amounted in judgments and in- 
terest thereon, to the enormous sum of $1,750,000. 
Under so great a burden business became stagnant, 
population decreased and a pall as black as Erebus 
overhung the future of the city. To lift this veil 
was reserved for Mr. Simmons during his adminis- 
tration of the city’s affairs. A detailed account of 
the refunding of this debt would make an inter- 
esting chapter, but here we must be content with 
results. Through the skilful management of the 
Mayor, the entire debt of the city was refunded 
with $200,000 worth of 1-20 bonds at five per cent. 
Covering a period of twenty vears, Mr. Simmons 
labored without compensation, and travelled much, 
bearing his own expenses, to get that debt ina 
manageable condition. The result has been highly 
satisfactory, for it has done more to revive the 
town and invite industries than all else combined. 

On the 20th of April, 1850, Mr. Simmons was 
married in Kenosha, to Miss Emma E., daughter 
of Capt. Morris Robinson, a prominent pioneer of 
Benton Township, Lake County, Ill. The lady was 
born in Cleveland, Ohio, October 15, 1830, and in 
1835 emigrated with her father to Lake County, 
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where she grew to womanhood, Mr. and Mrs. Sim- 
mons have made their home in Kenosha. 
Their children are:—Gilbert M., died in 
the prime of manhood; Nelson L., who died at the 
age of three years; Minuie J., wife of Arthur F. 
‘Towne of Chicago; Emma Belle, now Mrs. Lance, 
of Kenosha; Ezra J., who died at the age of thir- 
teen years; G., Ir. In religious 
faith the parents are Unitarians. With the good 
things of this world Mr. Simmons has been blessed 


who 


and Zalmon 


in a remarkable degree, but not centering all in 
self, he has unselfishly distributed them to others. 


RARLANDO SECOR, one of the most promi- 
of Racine 


nent and influential citizens 
County, who isextensively engaged in rais- 
ing fine horses, claims New York as the State of 
his nativity. He was born in Greene County, May 
13, 1816. His father, Walter Secor, and his grand- 
father, David Secor, were also natives of the Em- 
pire State, but his great-grandfather was born in 


ou 


France and became the founder of the family in 
this country. The grandfather served in the Col- 
onial Army during the War of the Revolution and 
the father was a soldier of the War of 1812, The 
latter afterwards received a pension in recognition 
of his services. In Greene County, N. V., he mar- 
ried Abigail Townsend, a native of Dutchess 
County, and a daughter of Thomas Townsend, a 
farmer who afterwards removed to Greene County, 
N. Y. Mr. Secor engaged in farming in that county 
until 1840, when he emigrated westward, locating 
in what is now the town of Mt, Pleasant. Wiscon- 
sin was then a territory and Racine County was 
almost an unbroken wilderness. He purchased 
some raw land and began the development of a 
farm, the home of the family being a log cabin. 
They lived in true pioneer style and endured 
many of the hardships and privations incident to 
frontier life. Mr. Secor here resided until his 
death, which occurred in 1860, his wife surviving 
him a few years. He was a prominent member of 
the Christian Church and in his native county 
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served as Deacon. He aided in organizing a church 
in this locality and took an active part in its work, 
He reached the allotted age of three-score years and 
ten and when called to his final rest left behind 
him the memory of a well spent and honorable 
life, 

In his family were six sons and two daughters, 
The eldest, Dorrance, came to Wisconsin with the 
family, here married and resided fora number of 
years, after which he moved to Spencer County, 
lowa, where he resided upon a farm until his death 
about 1886. Guerdon was married in New York, 
and afterwards located on a farm in Racine County, 
Wis., from whence he removed to Colorado in 1886 
his death occurring in that State. He was quite a 
prominent citizen and held a number of local offices, 
He was twice married and both his wives died in 
Racine County. Dr. Theodore was one of the 
pioneer physicians of Racine County, where he 
practiced for some twenty years. He then removed 
to New Lisbon, Wis., where he spent fifteen years, 
the 
last two places named he has engaged in merchan- 
dising. He was a delegate to the last Constitu- 
tional Convention held in Wisconsin, helped to 
frame the present constitution of the State and 
also served in the Legislature. Our subject is the 
next younger. Luther married and reared a family. 
After engaging in the hotel business in Mt. Pleas- 
ant for a few years, he moved to Sauk County, 
where he engaged in farming for a time and then 
returned to this county where his death occurred. 
David, also deceased, was a successful farmer of 
the town of Waterford, where he reared a family, 
and accumulated a nice estate. Susan is the wife 
of Thomas Place, of Mt. Pleasant Township; and 
Jane is the wife of Mr. Childs, of Beriin, Green 
Lake County, Wis. 

The educational advantages which our subject 
received were those afforded by the district schools 
in the county of his nativity, where he grew to 
manhood, He was elected Captain of a military 
company in New York. In Greene County, he 
was married June 2d, 1838, to Miss Caroline Webb, 
a native of that county, and a daughter of Samuel 
Webb. A few years later they came with their 
family to Racine County, Wis.,and in Mt. Pleasant 


and is now a resident of Spencer, iowa. In 


Township, Mr. Secor purchased eighty acres of 
prairie land at$1.25 peracre. The farm is still his 
home and has been hisabiding place for more than 
half a century. Deer and other kinds of wild game 
were very plentiful at that time and the men of 
that community found it great sport to mount 
their horses and ride down the wolves which were 
then frequently- seen in the settlement. Racine 
was a small village and the farmers did most of 
their marketing in Chicago. The roads angled 
across the country in various directions and there 
was nothing but the streams to intercept the prog- 
ress of the traveller. ‘Those were the days of hos- 
pitable homes when the neighbors vied with each 
other in their assistance. When Mr, Secor built 
his log cabin, the neighbors from miles 
around and helped him raise it. Although the ex- 
terior was plain and the furniture primitive, there 
was true happiness within. 

Mr. Secor now has one hundred and fifty acres 
of valuable land, well improved with good build- 
ings. 
by a commodious residence and a glance at the 


came 


The cabin home has long since been replaced 


place gives evidence that the owner is now one of 
the well-to-do farmers of the community. He 
makes a specialty of raising fine stock and from 
his farm has been sold some of the finest horses 
ever raised in the county, and some of the best 
watched teams, the latter having brought as high 
as $1,000 for the two horses. He now has thirteen 
head of fine bred young horses upon the farm. 

In politics Mr. Secor is a Democrat, having been 
an ardent supporter of that party since he cast his 
first vote for Andrew Jackson. He has held a 
number of local offices of honor and trust and was 
nominated for the Legislature. Ile made a strong 
canvass and ran far ahead of his ticket, the appos- 
ing candidate having but asmall majority, although 
the county is strongly Republican. ‘This fact in- 
dicates his personal popularity and the esteem in 
which he is held by his fellow townsmen. Mr. 
Secor was one of the organizers of the Yorkville 
and Mt. Pleasant Mutual Insurance Company, of 
which he has been President for about ten years. 
He is a friend to all moral, social and educational 
interests and as one of the founders of the county 
deserves honorable mention. 


f 
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In 1885, Mr. Secor was called upon to mourn 
the death of his wife who died in January. 
She had been his faithful companion and helpmate 
for nearly half a century and her loss was mourned 
throughout the community. There were five chil- 
dren of the family, of whom three are yet living— 
Josephine S. became the wife of James L. Reed, 
who enlisted for the late war in 1862, as a member 
of the Twenty-second Wisconsin Infantry and was 
killed near Kenesaw Mountain in 1863. They had 
one child, James L. Reed, died in Racine 
County, March 30, 1891, at the age of twenty-seven 
years. 


who 


He was a young man of superior education 
and fine business ability who occupied an excellent 
position as telegraph operator in Chicago. For 
his sterling worth and excellencies of character he 
was held in high regard and a large circle of friends 
shared with the mother and grandfather in their 
loss. George A. Secor, the second child of our 
subject, died March 5, 1865; Geraldine V. is the 
wife of George Houch of Chicago. Mary Agnes 
died in childhood; Emogene is the wife of Walter 
Smith and they have two sons, George O. and 
Perry J. This family resides with Mr. Secor. 
Thus have we given the life record of one of 
the most prominent citizens of Racine County— 
aman who is esteemed alike by young and old, 
rich and poor. 
upbuilding 


He has ever borne his. part in the 
and development of his adopted 
county, where he has made his home for more than 
halfa century. His life has been well and worth- 
ily spent and this sketch of so noble a man will be 
cherished by his children and grandchildren long 
after he shall be called to his final rest. 


— 1 
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HOM AS M. KEARNEY, a leading attorney 
of Burlington, Wis., has gained an enviable 
N reputation as a practitioner at the Racıne 
County Bar. He was born at the town of Ray- 
mond in this county, on the 17th of December, 
1856, and is a son of Michael Kearney, now a resi- 
dent of Raymond, Racine County. His father was 
born in County Tipperary, Ireland, in October, 
1818, and at the age of eighteen years crossed the 
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Atlantic to America with his father’s family. 
After spending two years in the city of New York, 
he removed to Michigan, where he lived for some 
time. In 1849, he visited Wisconsin, where he 
became acquainted with Miss Mary A. Whelan, 
who ultimately gave him her hand in marriage. 
She was born in a little village in Upper Canada, 
of Irish parents. Together with her people, while 
yet a little girl, she journeyed over the road that 
Benedict Arnold made through the woods of 
Maine and took up her home in the village of 
Woodstock. When she was about fifteen vears of 
age her family emigrated westward to Wisconsin, 
locating in Monitowoe County, where she engaged 
in teaching school. Mr. and Mrs. Kearney were 
married in Racine, in 1850, and the first winter of 
their married life was spent in the pineries at 
Pere Marquette, now Luddington, where the 
husband was employed as foreman in a large mill. 
Some years before he had assisted in felling the 
first timber used in constructing the first mill 
erected in that now important town. The spring 
of 1851 found Mr. and Mrs. Kearney in Racine, 
almost penniless, for the firm of Farnsworth & 
Atwater, for which the father worked, had failed 
and was unable to pay its men. Mr. Kearney’s 
earnings for several years were loaned to the firm, 
and these were gone with the rest. With nothing 
left but an indomitable will and a strong pair of 
arms, he set about earning a living for himself 
and wife by chopping cord wood and doing other 
odd jobs around Racine. In the harvest time of 
that year, he visited Raymond, his present home, 
and hired out on what was then called the Ray- 
mond farm. The succeeding year he rented this 
farm, comprising several hundred acres, and 
through good crops and fair prices secured a new 
start in life; investing his earnings in a portion of 
his present home. 

The subject of this sketch is the third in order 
of birth in a family of twelve children, nine of 
whom are yet living. Until twenty-two years of 
age he resided upon his father’s farm and gave to 
him the benefit of his labors. His education, ex- 
cepting a few weeks of ti spent at a select 
school and business college, is the product of the 
common school and his own unassisted exertions. 


PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM. 


| In 1876, he became a caché in the shoots of 
| Racine County and followed this profession for 
| six years, gaining an enviable reputation as an 
| instructor and earning a worthy place among his 
| fellow-teachers. For some time it had been his 
| desire to enter the legal profession, and a portion 
| of his leisure time was devoted to the study of 
| law in the reading of Blackstone’s Commentaries. 
| In the month of July, 1883, he entered the office 
| of Fish & Dodge of Racine, and under their direc- 
tion continued his studies. Through the winter 
he devoted his energies to teaching, returning to 
the law office the following spring. On the 19th 
of May, 1884, he removed to Burlington and on 
the 30th of June, following, was admitted to the 
Bar by Judge Winslow. He immediately entered 
upon the practice of his profession in Burlington. 
Speaking of his business career, Mr. Kearney said 
“I can truthfully say that my lot fell among 
pleasant places and true friends. I have never 
had an idle day in this pleasant town. True, 1 
| began with nothing but a desire to succeed and a 
field im which to work, but everywhere I met 
friends, good, warm, earnest friends, and these are 
the most valuable of man’s acquisitions.” In 
regard to his success, the historian would say that 
it is due to energy, industry and ability and his 
reputation is one of which he may well be justly 
proud. 

In October, 1885, Mr. Kearney was united in 
marriage with Katherine L. Rohr, daughter of 
Jacob and Sophia Rohr of Raymond. The young 
people had grown up within sight of each other’s 
homes; had attended scbool in adjoining districts 
and commenced life as teachers on the same day. 
| Afterwards Mrs. Kearney taught in a graded 
| school of which Mr. Kearney was principal. Unto 
them have been born three children—Lillian, 
Thomas and Katherine. all of whom are yet living. 

In 1885, Mr. Kearney was elected to the office 
of District Attorney of Racine County by a ma- 
jority of nearly fifteen hundred votes over his 
competitor. He was afterward renominated, but 
was defeated by the present Circuit Judge, Hon. 
F. M. Fish, in a four cornered fight, by a small 
majority. He has been a member of the local 
School Board for six years and the work he done 


in aiding to establish the excellent kindergarten 
department of the schools is one of his most 
pleasant recollections. He was the first to 
seribe to and became the first president of the 
local Library Society. He entered the lists as an 
attorney for the progressive part of the populace 


sub- 


at the time it was sought to incorporate Burling- 
ton and was successful. In 1887, he was appointed 
as the attorney for the Wisconsin Central -Rail- 
road at that place, a position he still holds, and 
attended to the purchasing of all its property and 
right of way in this vicinity. He has filled two 
terms as Village President, and his first official act 
was the signing of the ordinance establishing the 
present efficient system of water works of Bur- 
lington. Every public duty he has faithfully dis- 
charged and every trust reposed in him has been 
faithfully executed. 

In politics Mr. Kearney ts a Democrat and takes 
an active part in the campaigns. His political 
faith is not a matter of sentiments, but is based on 
what he considers the principles of government 
best calculated to protect his fellow-men in the 
enjoyment of their inalienable rights. In religious 
belief he is a Roman Catholic and his name headed 
the list of subscribers to the fund for constructing 
the new St. Mary's Church in Burlington. His 
success in life has been far beyond his expecta- 
tions. He credits it to the 
father and the kind aid of friends, yet we know 
that these alone are not sufficient, for to be a suc- 
cessful lawyer, skill, enterprise and 
perseverance. 


wise counsel of his 
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Y Pano LAMARSH, the leading photog- 
¡EX rapher of Kenosha, was born in Stadtkil, 
Prussia, on February 3, 1848. His father, 

- George LaMarsh, born in Treves, 
Trier, Prussia, in 1821, and at the age of twenty 
entered the Prussian army, in which he served 
three years. In 1845 he married Janet Staudt, 
who was born in Bitburg, Prussia, in 1821, her 


parents also being natives of that place. By trade, 
George LaMarsh was a butcher, and carried on the 


was 
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meat-market business in the town of Stadtkil, 
Prussia, until the time of his emigration to Amer- 
ica, in 1856. After coming to this country he 
made his first settlement in Chicago, where he 
again engaged in the buteher business, following 
it until his Wis., in 1872. 
Himself and wife are still living in this city, and 
Church, 
The subject of this sketch is one of eleven chil- 


removal to Kenosha, 


both are members of the Roman Catholic 


dren, five of whom are yet living and are married. 
He, Bernard, was a lad of eight summers, when, 
with his parents, he came to this country. He at- 
tended the parochial school and also the Moseley 
public school of Chicago, until the age of fourteen, 
when he began assisting his father in the butcher 
On attaining his majority, in 1869, he 
enlisted in Newport, Ky., in the United States 
Army as drummer, becoming a member of Com- 
pany A, Fifteenth Infantry, which was stationed 
at Ft. Wingate, N. M. Ile served four years and 
was honorably aischarged June 3, 1873, after 
which he came to Kenosha, Wis., and engaged in 


business. 


the barber business, which he had learned while in 
the army. Not being satisfied with this occupation 
however, in 1874, he began learning photography 
with A. F. Wells, of Kenosha, Wis., and after three 
months bought a gallery in Marseilles, III., where 
he engaged in,business for one year and a half. 
He then sold out and spent two months in the M. 
J. Steffen’s gallery in Chicago, in order to perfect 
himeelf in the art. October 5, 1876, Mr. LaMarsh 
again came to Kenosha, and opened a photograph 
gallery, over the store now occupied by Meiser 
Bros., where he carried on a successful business for 
two years. In 1878 he formed a partnership with 
S. W. Truesdell, and removed his stock and appa 
ratus into the rooms occupied by Mr. Truesdell. 
The connection was continued until May, 1884, 
when Mr. LaMarsh bought out his partner and has 
since done a prosperous business. In 1887 he was 
awarded a medal for superior work by the Photo- 
grapher’s Association of America, then held in 
Chicago. | 

On September 23, 1879, Mr. LaMarsh wedded 
Miss Augusta Harlis#who was born in Kenosha, 
July 15, 1858, and isa daughter of H. D. Harlis, 


who was born February 19, 1825, in the town cf 
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Cretze, County Mienersen, Kingdom of Hanover, 
Germany. He served two years in the War of 
1848, with Denmark, and after emigrating to 
America, in 1852, he joined the boys in blue dur- 
ing the late war, serving in 1864-65, as member 
of the heavy artillery. On his return to Kenosha 
he engaged in the hotel business, which he carried 
on for many years. In 1882 he retired to private 
life, and himself and wife are now residents of Ra- 
cine. They are the parents of ten children, seven 
of whom are yet living. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bernard LaMarsh are members of 
the Roman Catholic Church, and are people well 
and favorably known throughout this community. 
Ile ranks high in business circles and among his 
professional brethren, possessing superior ability as 
an artist, as his work and his patrons attest. 


JOHN CLAGUE, deceased, was 
years a prominent citizen of Raymond 
Township, who was identified with the 
growth and upbuilding of the community 

and bore his share in its advancement and develop- 
ment. Many of the early settlers and those of 
later years remember him and will receive this 
record of his life with interest. 

Mr. Clague was born on the Isle of Man in 1802, 
and there grew to manhood, learning with his 
father the trade of a miller and millwright. With 
the desire to benefit his financial conditions he 
crossed the briny deep in 1828 and took up his 
residence in Utica, N. Y., where for seventeen 
years he served as foreman in a boat-yard. His 
mechanical skill and business ability well enabled 
him to retain the important position which he so 
long filled. At Staten Island, N. Y., he married 
Miss Ann Martin, who was also a native of the 
Isle of Man and an old acquaintance of his boy- 
hood days, her father having been owner of the 
millin which he worked. Severing his business 
connections in the East, in 1844, Mr. Clague came 
West, accompanied by his family, traveling by way 
of the Lakes to Racine, Wis., which was then a 


for many 
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mere hamlet, giving little promise of its future 
prosperity and brightness. At the land sale near 
Delavan, Wis., he purchased a tract from the Gov- 
ernment by his nephew and a lot of other land 
purchased about 1837 or '38, upon which he built 
a log cabin and in the midst of the wilderness be- 
gan the development of a farm. He had to haul 
his lumber from Racine and the roads in those 
early days were not always the best. At the ex- 
piration of six years he traded his farm for a mill 
property in Spring Prairie, Walworth County, 
where he made his home for seven years and en- 
gaged in the milling business during that time. 

It was in November, 1857, that Mr. Clague pur- 
chased land in Racine County, becoming owner of 
three hundred and thirty-one acres in Raymond 
Township. ‘This constituted the homestead farm 
of the Raymond family for whom the township was 
named and it continued to be the home of Mr. 
Clague until his death and is still in possession of 
his children. 

In his business life Mr. Clague achieved honor- 
able success, winning through his industry and 
perseverance a handsome property, and gained the 
respect and esteem of his fellow citizens. His life 
was upright and honorable in all things. In 
accordance with his profession as a member of the 
Episcopal Church, opposed to the holding of 
human beings in slavery, he became an Abolitionist 
prior to the war and in 1856 on the organization 
of the Republican party, which was formed to pre- 
vent the further extension of that institution he 
joined its ranks and continued to fight under its 
banner until his death. On the 29th of August 
1885, Mrs. Clague was called to her final rest. 
For fifty-one years they had traveled life’s journey 
together with mutual confidence and regard. The 
separation, however, was not for long, as on the 
15th of December, 1886, at the age of eighty-four 
years, Mr. Clague passed away. ‘The sympathy of 
the community was extended to the family and 
many were the friends who shared in their loss. 

Mr.and Mrs. Clague were parents of five child- 
ren; Mrs, E. C. Williams, who was born in Utica, 
N. Y., and began her education in that city, came 
with her parents to Wisconsin when a maiden of 
thirteen summers and completed her school life in 


Delavan, Wis., attending a pioneer school house, 
which was chinked with grass. Almost as soon as 
those early settlers had procured shelter for them- 
selves they built their schools and in one of these 
frontier structures she completed her education. 
In 1855, in Spring Prairie, she gave her hand in 
marriage to George Williams, a member of the 
firm of Utter, Williams & Co., of Elkhorn, but after 
a happy, yet brief wedded life of eleven months 
the husband was called home. Mrs. Williams has 
since resided upon the farm. Considerable prop- 
erty was left to her and she is now in comfor- 
table circumstances. Thomas also resides on the 
old homestead with his sister. Mrs. Kate Williams 
isa resident of California; Mrs. Marietta Gill is 
living in New Orleans; and John H. resides in 
Raymond Township, Racine County. 
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YILBERT M. SIMMONS, deceased. Gilbert 
Morris Simmons was a native of Kenosha, 
born July 2, 1852. After completing the 
course in the public schools of that city, he entered 
the Northwestern University at Evanston, III., grad- 
uating in the Class of 75. The two years following 
he spent in Berlin, Germany, mastering the German 
language and soon after his return to Kenosha he 
engaged in merchandising as a means of acquaint- 
ing himself with a practical business life, continuing 
successfully several years. In January, 1888, he 
was elected Cashier of the First National Bank of 
Kenosha, a position he filled ably aná with satis- 
faction until his death. He was also President of 
the Lane Manufacturing Company. It is rare that 
one of his years has the ability to stand at the head 
of so many important industries. His political 
affiliations were with the Republican party though 
he was devoid of official aspirations. Having the 
instinct of a man of affairs, he delighted to be 
master of his business. 

In Evanston, III., Mr. Simmons married Miss 
Juliet Clarkson, who with one child survives him. 
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time. A young man of admirable traits of char- 
acter, he won friends among people in all stations 
of life. Generous, almost to a fault, and of kind 
disposition, he gave and forgave in obedience to 
the promptings of a warm heart. 
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/LEMING GIBBS, a pioneer settler and re- 
tired farmer of Caledonia Township, resid- 
e ing on section 22, with his son, was born 
in ‘Tompkins County, N. Y., July 9, 1808, and is 
a son of James Gibbs, a native of New Jersey. 
The family was probably founded in this country 
The father learned the car- 
penter’s trade, also operated a sawmill and carried 
on a farm in Tompkins County, N. Y., where he 
died more than half a century ago at the age of 
seventy-three years. He married Almira Ives, 
daughter of Josiah Ives, who fought three years 
with Washington and was his chief scout. She 
died in Tompkins County, N. V., at the age of 
seventy-three, having survived her husband about 
ten years. In their family were three sons— 
Fleming, William, who resides in New York, and 


ata very early day. 


Newell, who is living near the old homestead in 
New York. 

The boyhood days of our subject passed un- 
eventfully. 
and was 


At an early age he began farm work 
inured to hard labor which was 
interspersed with little recreation. His education 
was acquired by attendance at irregular intervals 
in the winter seasons at the common schools. 
Under the parental roof he remained until he 
attained his majority and then started out in life 
for himself. He farmed on his own account for a 
time and then built asawmill. As a companion 
and helpmate on life’s journey he chose Miss Sarah 
Nettles, and after the birth of seven children 
emigrated westward to Racine, Wis., travelling by 
way of the lakes from Buffalo,N. Y. He had been 
quite successful in his business undertakings in 
the East and believed that a good investment of 


soon 


He died at his home in Kenosha. January 15, 1890, | his money would be the purchase of western lands. 
and though not yet thirty-eight years of age, he 
had accomplished what but few men do in a life- 


He bought ninety acres of section 22, Caledonia 
Township, and though it was entirely unimproved 
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began the development of a farm which he made 
one of the best in the county. He has here re- 
sided and for the past thirty years has lived a 
retired life, having by his industry and enterprise 
in former years acquired a sufticient capital to now 
enable him to lay aside business cares. 

' Unto Mr. and Mrs. Gibbs were born three chil- 
Aren who are yet living—Mrs. Kate Collins, of 
Lake City, Minn., Robert T. on the old home farm, 
and Rome, in Wisconsin. Robert 
was born June 13, 1836, in Lansing, Tompkins 
County, N. V., and is now a prominent farmer of 
Caledonia Township. He was ten years of 
when he came to Racine County. As this country 
was new and the schools were not of a very ad- 
vanced grade, his training in that line was limited, 
but he has gained a practical education by obser- 
vation and the study of those with whom business 
relations have brought him in contact. He has 
had charge of the farm for thirty-five years and 
now operates one hundred and ninety acres of 
arable land, the greater part of which is undera 
high state of cultivation and well-improved. He 
is numbered among the enterprising and progress- 
ive farmers of the neighborhood and his life has 
been such as to win him the confidence of his fellow 
townsmen. December 18, 1864, he was joined in 
wedlock with Miss Charlotte Wiltse, daughter of 
David Wiltse, who came to this county in 1842, 
and unto them have been born two children—Alice, 
wife of Henry Sheriff, and Wiltse. 

Mrs. Robert Gibbs was the fifth child in a family 
of six children born unto David and Harriet 
(Downs) Wiltse, four sons and two daughters. 
Louisa, the eldest, is now deceased. Giles and 
James, also deceased, were soldiers in the late war, 
and James was incarcerated in the rebel prisons 
for thirteen months. West resides in the south 
peninsula of Michigan and follows farming. Mrs. 
Gibbs is the next child and Reuben, who resides in 
Chicago, is married and follows railroading on the 
Chicago & Northwestern. The parents were natives 
of the Empire State. The father was a farmer and 
a natural mechanic. In 1842, he emigrated with 
his family to the Northwest and settled in Racine 
County when Wisconsin was yet aterritory. In 
politics he was a stanch Democrat. His death 


who is living 


age 
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occurred in 1888, at the age of seventy-eight years 
and his wife died at the age of thirty-nine. Mrs. 
Gibbs, their daughter, was reared on a farm and 
educated in the common schools. She also pur- 
sued a course of study in the Normal teacher’s 
class and afterward successfully engaged in teach- 
ing in Caledonia Township for seven terms, being 
employed for five terms in one district. 

Fleming Gibbs cast his first Presidential 
for Andrew Jackson, and among his neighbors is 
known as old Hickory. He has been a faithful 
adherent of the Democracy through all these years 
has never sought office desired political 
preferment. His son cast his first ballot for Douglas, 
and like the father is a stanch Democrat. He often 
attends the conventions of his party where he is 
member. ‘Three generations are 
represented in the Gibbs household and each is 
held in high esteem. The gentlemen of the family 
are honorable business men, valued citizens and 
worthy pioneers who have won a wide acquaintance 
throughout the community. 


vote 


yet or 


an influential 
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>ILLIAM RHODES, of Burlington, breeder 
and dealer in Shetland ponies, is of En- 
Y glish birt: and the eldest of three sons 
born unto Thomas and Hannah (Green) Rhodes, 
both of whom were natives of Yorkshire, England. 
His father acquired a fair business education in 
his native land and learned the mason’s trade, be- 
coming a contractor and builder. For some years 
he was thus engaged, after which he determined to 
try his fortune in America, and in 1842 crossed 
the broad Atlantic. Sailing from Liverpool he 
reached New York after a voyage of thirty-one 
days, landing on the 2d of May of that year. He 
did not tarry long in the East, however, but came 
at once to Wisconsin, traveling from Albany to 
Buffalo and thence by way of the Lakes to South- 
port, now Kenosha. There he left his family and 
started out m search of a location. Soon after- 
ward he purchased eighty acres of land from the 
Government, located on section 10, Brighton 
Township, erected a small log cabin and in true 
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pioneer 1 TE life in > ties Far West. Here he 
resided until his death, which occurred in 1863. 

In political sentiment Mr. Rhodes was a stanch 
supporter of Republican principles and was hon- 
ored with several publie positions, having served 
as Justice of the Peace and Township Treasurer. 
The three sons of the family are William of this 
sketch; Thomas, a prosperous farmer residing in 
Brighton Township, and John, who also engages 
in agricultural pursuits in the same township. 

The first fourteen years of his life William 
Rhodes spent in hıs natıve land. He was born in 
Yorkshire on the 18th of May, 1828, and in the 
neighborhood acquired a common-school education. 
He afterward learned the stone-cutter’s trade and 
then with his parents came to America. Under 
the parental roof he remained until twenty-three 
years of age, when in August, 1851, he was united 
in marriage with Miss Catherine R. Burton, daugh- 
ter of Robert and Jane Burton. Soon after their 
marriage Mr. Rhodes purchased a farm of one hun- 
dred and two acres on sections 20, 21, 28 and 30, 
Brighton Township, and there the young couple 
began their domestic life. His financial resources 
having increased he afterwards added to this one 
hundred and twenty acres, making in all two hun- 
dred and twenty-two acres, which yielded him a 
golden tribute in return for the care and labor he 
bestowed upon it. 
with excellent success until 1869 when Mr. Rhodes 
entered the business of breeding thoroughbred stock 


He carried on general farming | 


—Short-horn cattle,Cotswold sheep, Berkshire hogs, | 


and various grades of horses until 1875, when ill 
health required his leaving the farm and he re- 
moved to Burlington. After a residence of some 
six years in Burlington he purchased a tract of 
fifty acres adjoining the village, on which he kept 


thoroughbred stock, then in 1889 he commenced | 


the breeding of Shetland ponies, in which business 
he is still engaged, having some very fine speci- 
mens of that stock on hand. Ile is a man of good 
business ability, sagacious and enterprising and 
the prosperity which has come to him is but the 
just reward of his labors. 

Mr. Rhodes has held the office of District Clerk 


and is a valued member of the community. He is 


a member of the Baptist Church and he and his | 
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wife are well and favorably known throughout 
Burlington. Their children are three in number: 
William B., the eldest married Miss Mary Durgen, 
of Burlington, in 1875; he is now engaged in the 
cattle business on a large scale in Dodge City, Kan. 

Mary Jane, the second child, married John C. 
Wambold, in 1877, who is in the real-estate busi- 
ness in Milwaukee. Miss Anniebell H. is still 
with her parents; she is a graduate of the Burling- 
ton High School, and Myer's Commercial College 
of Milwaukee. She is also proficient in musie which 
she teaches, as well as short-hand and typewriting. 


— 
«O 


Y ITTLE B. NILSON is engaged in general 
farming on section 26, Norway Township, 
Racine County, where he has made his 

WO) home for the past six years. He is recog- 
nized as one of the enterprising agriculturists of 
the community being a wide-awake and progres- 
sive young man. His life record is as follows: 
He was horn on the 17th of January, 1862, in Nor- 
way, and is a son of Bjoren Nilson, who was also 
a native of that country where the days of his boy- 
hood and youth were passed. By occupation he 
is a farmer, which he has followed 
throughout life and still makes his means of secur- 
ing alivelihood. He was united in marriage with 
Rebecca Larson, also a native of Norway and 
with their family they reside in that country, liv- 
the life of honest and respected farming 


business 


ing 
people. 

The subject of this sketch had the advantage of 
good common schools and when sixteen years of 
age he bade good-bye to home and friends with 
the intention of trying his fortune in America. 
He took passage upon a steamer which sailed to 
England and from Liverpool came to New York, 
arriving in that city on the 25th of May, 1878 
By rail, he continued his journey westward to 
Racine and made a permanent location in this 
county. He was then a young lad and to earn 
his livelihood began working asa farm hand by 
the month, in which capacity he served for some 
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seven years. In that time he acquired the means 
with which to purchase his farm and in 1885 came 
into possession of the property which he still owns. 
This place consists of one hundred and twenty 
acres, nearly all of which is arable land and under 
high state of cultivation. In connection with 
general farming he makes a specialty of raising 
tobacco. Since locating here he has built a large 
basement barn, together with a tobacco shed and in 
other ways has greatly improved the place, en- 
chancing its value in consequence. The farm pre- 
sents a neat and attractive appearance and the 
owner is known as one of the practical and enter- 
prising agriculturists of the town of Norway. 

In his political views, Mr. Nilson is a Repub- 
lican, advocating the principles of that party. Ile 
also takes a commendable interest in public af- 
fairs, especially those calculated to benefit the 
community or promote the general welfare. He 
has thus become a valued citizen and held in high 
esteem. Mr. Nilson isa young man of exemplary 
habits and of good moral character and sterling 
worth and isa member of the Lutheran Church. 


—— 2 Toe 


| ACOB WRATTEN, deceased, was a pio- 
| neer of Racine of 1844, and for many years 
was one of its most prominent citizens. He 
" was born in Kent. England, on the 29th of 
PEA 1823, and wasa son of Jacob and Mary 
Wratten, who were also natives of Kent and emi- 
grated to America in 1829, when our subject was 
alad of six summers. The family settled in 
Utica, N. Y., where he attended the public schools 
and later served an apprenticeship to the carpen- 
ter’s trade. On attaining his majority he was 
married in Utica, in April, 1844. to Miss Harriet 
Biggs, daughter of William and Mary Biggs, and 
a native of Maidstone, Kent county, England, 
born September 11, 1818. 
The same year of the marriage, Mr. Wratten 
and his wife came to Racine, where they made 


their home throughout the remainder of their | 


lives. They were blessed with a large family, 
nine sons and three daughters. Mary H., the eld- 
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est, is now the wite of Ira McMullen, a badet of 
Racine; Charles was drowned at the age of ten 
years; William married Margaret Clark and 1s a 
general car and locomotive foreman at the Racine 
shops of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Rail- 
road Company; George died at the age of eleven 
years; Jacob died when one year old; Jacob, the 
second of that name, is a locomotive engineer on 
the Duluth & Iron Range Railroad; Walter mar- 
ried Addie Evans and resides in Estherville, lowa; 
Isabel died at the age of twenty years; Jessie died 
in infancy; Henry is married to Anna Stacia San- 
try and is foreman in the shops of the Freeman & 
Sons Manufacturing Company of Racine; Edward 
L. is aclerk in the freight office of the Chicago, 
Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad Company in Ra- 
cine; and Charles E., the youngest, is timekeeper 
for the J. 1. Case Threshing Machine Company. 

On coming to Racine, Mr. Wratten worked at 
his trade being engaged as a contractor and 
builder for several years. In 1859, he was made 
foreman of the car department of what is now the 
Racine & Southwestern Division of the Chicago, 
Milwakee & St. Paul Railroad, which position he 
held at the time of his death. In his political 
attiliation he was a Republican and held various 
public offices of honor and trust. He took an 
active interest in the Racine Fire Department in 
his day, held the position as Chief for several 
years and was Chief at the time of his death, 
which occurred on the 12th of October, 1868. He 
was a member of the the School Beard for several 
years, was Alderman from the Third Ward for five 
terms and was City Marshal one term. In all 
these positions, he proved a competent and faith- 
ful officer, discharging every duty with prompt- 
ness and fidelity. A Master Mason, he held mem- 
bership with Racine Lodge. No. 18, A. F. & A. M., 
and was highly esteemed by his brethren of the 
order. Mr. Wratten was a man of genial kindly 
nature who always made friends of those with 
whom his lot was cast and was one of the most 
popular men of his day in this city. His integrity 
and honor were above reproach and he enjoyed 
the confidence of his fellow citizens in a marked 
degree. 

Mrs. Wratten survived ber husband many years 
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eee died rela 11, 1885. She was an invalid 
a long time before her death, but bore her suffer- 
ing patiently. Her life was devoted to her hus- 


band and children and by her teachings and ex- | 


ample her children have become respected and 
useful members of society. 


SS IDH 


\OGER W. VAN ORNUM, commercial travy- 
eler, residing at No. 

2. is one of the well-known commercial 

(O) men whose headquarters are in this city. 

He is a native of the Green Mountain State, 
birth having occurred on the 17th of September, 


1836, in Orange County. He is descended from 


one of the earliest families of New York; his an- | 


cestors being among the pioneers of New Amster- 
dam. His paternal grandfather was a pioneer of 
St. Lawrence County, N. Y., where his father, 
Jobn Van Ornum, was born. The latter grew to 
manhood and received a fair English education in 
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A. became the wife of u. Bradford, of Onkdale, 
Mass., but now deceased; A. Judson, resides in Ra- 
cine; Roger W. is the next younger; and Eliza, 
who completes the family, is the wife of W. W. 
Hutchinson, one of the proprietors of the Racine 
Times. 

Mr. Van Ornum, whose name heads this sketch, 


| spent the days of his boyhood and youth in his 


native State, where he received an excellent edu- 


cation in the New Hampton Scientific Institute, 


1324 Main Street, Ra- | 


| tered upon the practice of his 
his | 


his native county, where he married Miss Electa | 


Wells, who was also born in New York. With his | 
family he removed to Vermont, where he was ex- | 
tensively engaged in the manufacture of farming 
tools and implements, first in Brookfield and later 
in White Water. This business he sold outin 1860, 
when he emigrated Westward, becoming a resident | 


of Racine, Wis. 


from which he was graduated in the Class of *55. 
After completing his literary studies he began 
reading law and was admitted to the bar. He en- 
profession, but 
abandoned it soon after the breaking out of the 
late warand joined the army as one of the boys in 
blue of the Twenty-first Massachusetts Infantry. 
On account of disability he was discharged in the 
fall of the same year—1861, but in May, 1862, re- 
enlisted as a member of Company A, Ninth Ver- 
mont Infantry, serving until the close of the war, 
when he was honorably discharged in July, 1865. 
He participated in the battles of Winchester and 
Harper’s Ferry, where he and the entire regiment 
were taken prisoners, but soon afterwards paroled. 
In the spring of 1863, the Ninth Vermont went to 
the front in Virginia and participated in the siege 


| of Suffolk and the operations against Richmend. 


Here he engaged in several enter- | 


prises, and was one of the originators of the Racine 


Woolen Mills. He also engaged in merchandising 
and was one of the active, enterprising business 
men of Racine for a number of years. He was 
both well and favorably known and was held in 
high regard for his sterling integrity and upright 
character. The best interests of the community 
found in bim a supporter and advocate and for 
many years he was a faithful member and a dea- 
con in the Baptist Church. His death occurred in 
January, 1877, and was sincerely mourned by 
man y friends. 

The subject of this sketch is one of a family of 
five children, two sons and three daughters, who 
grew to mature years—Sarah, the eldest, 
the wife of H. 


is now 
S. Foster, of Oakdale, Mass.; Mary 


They next went to North Carolina and were sta- 
tioned at Newbern and participated in a number 
of engagements in that vicinity. In the spring 
of 1864 they again went to Virginia and until the 
close of the war remained between Richmond and 
Petersburg, taking part in several battles in that 
neighborhood. Mr. Van Ornum was very fortu- 
nate as he received only some slight wounds dur- 
ing his service. In the winter of 1864-5 he was 
confined in the hospital at Montpelier, Vt., and his 
arduous service and illness so undermined his con- 
stitution that when he was discharged he only 
weighed ninety-two pounds. When the war was 
over he was mustered out in Chicago and immedi- 
ately afterward came to Racine, joining his father’s 
family that had located here in the meantime. 

It took Mr. Van Ornum some little time to re- 
cuperate his lost health, but the following year he 
again engaged in business, becoming connected 
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with a manufacturing enterprise in 1867, which he 
carried on for two years. In 1869, he went on 
the road as a commercial traveler and general col- 
lector and such has been his business since. He is 
considered a good salesman and his success as a 
collector is very marked. 

On the 17th of August, 1865, Mr. Van Ornum 
led to the marriage altar Miss Mary Anna Scotfin, 
daughter of Dr. Scoftin, of Racine, and a native of 
Lincolnsltire, England. She came to this country 
with her parents when a maiden of tem summers 
and was educated in the city schools. Four chil- 
dren were born of their union—Charles S., who is 
a young man of good education, is employed in 
the Racine Carriage Works; Mary E., wife of 
George Brotherton, of Racine, by whom 
one child, Mabel; Perley T., 
student; and Harry J., who is attending the public 
schools. This family is well and favorably known 
in the city where the parents have resided for more 
than a quarter of a century. Mr. and Mrs. Van 
Ornum are held in the highest esteem by all and 
in business circles he is regarded as a man of ster- 
ling worth whose fair dealing and excellencies of 
character have secured him the confidence and 
good wishes of those with whom he has been 
brought in contact. 


she has 


who is now a dental 


'SHBEL UPSON, one of the self-made men 
ot Kenosha County, is now the owner of 
a valuable farm section 4, Bristol 
Township. His entire possessions have 
— acquired by his own efforts, for he began life 
with only a young man’s bright hope of the future 
and the gifts with which nature had endowed him. 
He was born in Trumbull County, Ohio, May 7, 
1831, and comes of a family of English lineage. 
His grandfather, Ashbel Upson, was born in Wol- 
cott, Conn., June 4, 1768, and reared a family of 
seven sons and three daughters. One of the num- 
ber, Ashbel Upson, father of our subject, was born 
in Wolcott, September 5, 1798, and acquired a fair 
education in his native State. He became a black- 


— 


On 


- 


| 
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smith and followed that trade throughout his entire 
life. He married Harriet Hartson, also a native of 
Connecticut, and after spending a few years in the 
Nutmeg State they emigrated to Ohio about 1829, 
locating in Trumbull County; where he carried on 
business until his death, which occurred not long 
after Mrs. Upson afterwards be- 
came the wife of Edmund Brainerd, who with the 
family removed Illinois 1838, and settled 
near Rockford. 

The subject of this sketch, when a lad of four- 
teen years, left his mother’s home and came to 
Wisconsin to join his uncle, Hon. Salmon Upson, 
in Kenosha County. With him he resided until 
he had attained his majority. He then traveled 
over Wisconsin, looking for a location, but found 
no place that suited him better than this county, 
so he here began life a poor man. He first bought 
a slightly improved farm near his uncle, and after 
operating it for some years, sold it and purchased 
that upon which he yet resides. This was in 1865. 
He now owns a valuable and desirable farm of 
one hundred and thirty-three acres, complete in all 
its appointments and giving evidence of the super- 
vision of a careful 


locating there. 


to in 


manager. ‘There is a comfort- 
able residence, large barn, good orchard and other 
improvements which lie in the midst of well-tilled 
fields, which denote the thrift and enterprise of 
the owner. 

A marriage ceremony performed in the town of 
Pleasant Prairie, December 29, 1853, united the 
destinies of Mr. Upson and Miss Helen C, Stevens, 
a native of Schoharie County, N. Y., who when a 
child came to Wisconsin with her father, A. H. 
She is a sister of Dr. Stevens, whose 
sketch appears elsewhere in this work. Her educa- 
tion was acquired in this county and previous to 
her marriage she engaged in teaching. Unto Mr. 
and Mrs. Upson have been born seven children: 
Clara, a young lady of superior ability, died in 
November, 1884; Annette is the wife of G.S. 
Iluntoon, a resident farmer of the town of Salem; 
Mary became the wife of Emory Bishop, of the 
same township, and died in February, 1885; Willis 
A. is engaged in business in Racine; Harriet is the 
wife of F. J. Frisbic, of Nora Springs, Iowa; Helen 
is a teacher of recognized ability; and Celinda,who 


Stevens. 


is also engaged in teaching in Kenosha County, 
completes the family. The children were all pro- 
vided with good educational advantages and be- 
came useful men and women and respected 
members of society. They all followed 
teaching. 

Mr. Upson has devoted himself assiduously to 
his business interests and would have found little 
time to engage in political affairs, if he had the 
inclination to do so. He votes with the Republi- 
can party, however, and as every true American 
citizen should do, keeps well informed on the 
issues of the day, The cause of education finds in 
him a warm friend, and for years he has been a 
faithful member of the School Board. His resi- 
dence in Kenosha County covers nearly half a cen- 
tury. He has therefore witnessed the greater part 
of its growth, has aided largely in its develop- 
ment and has seen its progress and watched with 
interest the advancement it has made. He is 
numbered among the valued citizens of the com- 
munity and as such well deserves representation 
in this volume. 


also 
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EWIS ROBERTSON, 
many years a 
Kenosha County. 


for 
of 
his 


deceased, was 


prominent resident 


Many 


| 

LS 
friends will be glad to see this record of his life in 
the county's history and it is with pleasure that 
we present this sketch to our readers. 


New York, he was born in Washington County, 
February 16, 1812, and is the son of Alex and 


who were 


A native of 


of 
The family num- 


Elizabeth (Crandall) Robertson, who were 


Scotch and English extraction. 
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bered twelve children but with the exception of | 


two sisters and one brother all are now deceased, 
In the county of his nativity, Lewis was reared to 
manhood, there residing until he came to Wiscon- 
sin in 1841, with the exception of three years 
spent in Cayuga County. 

On the Ist of January, 1839, Mr. Robertson was 
united in marriage with Jane A. Reynolds, who 
was born in Washington County, N. Y., April 26, 
1817, and is a daughter of John and Mary 
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(Kenyon) Reynolds, who were married in that 
county and reared a family of twelve children, 
seven of whom are yet living—Oliver, a retired 
farmer of Walworth County, Wis.; Jane, widow of 
our.subject; Kenyon, a retired farmer of Rockford, 
III.; John S., one of the prominent agriculturists 
of Randall Township; Caroline A., wife of Archi- 
bald Ware, who is engaged in farming in Harvard, 
Neb.; Susan, wife of Earl Ketchum, a liveryman of 
Harvard, Neb. and Franklin B., whose home is in 
Randall Township. John Reynolds, the father of 
this family, died in July, 1864, and his wife passed 
away in February, 1863, She was a member of 
the Baptist Church and he belonged to the Society 
of Friends, while in political sentiment, he was a 
Republican. ‘Their remains were interred in the 
cemetery near their old home in Washington 
County, N. Y. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robertson, when young people, 
came to Kenosha County. Their means were very 
limited but he entered eighty acres of wild land 
from the Government and in an old board shanty, 
10x12 feet, they lived for one year and kept 
boarders. In 1343, Mr. Robertson built a sub- 
stantial log cabin, wherein they spent several 
happy and prosperous years, although they suffered 
many of the privations of pioneer life. Genial 
and kindly in disposition, they gathered around 
them all of the old pioneers and their home was a 
favorite resort with their many friends. It was 
the abode of hospitality and the latch string was 
ever out. In his undertakings, Mr. Robertson was 
quite successful and as the result of his industry, 
perseverance and the exercise of correct business 
principles acquired a comfortable competence. 
Fair and honest in all his dealings his word was as 
good as his bond and the uprightness of his charac- 
ter was unquestioned. 

Five children were born unto Mr, and Mrs. 
Roberton, the eldest of whom, John II., enlisted 
for the late war asa member of the Thirty-fifth 
Wisconsin Infantry. He was a brave and daring 
soldier, ever found at his post of duty and through 
many battles followed the old flag to victory. He 
is now a prominent farmer of Clay County, Neb. 
Mary E. is the wife of Harrison Wing, who also 
wore the blue in the late war and now resides in 
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Clay County, Neb. Franklin is engaged in agri- 
cultural pursuits in Randall Township. George 
W. is also a farmer in Harvard, Clay County, Neb. 
Sarah L. is the wife of George McKesson, dealer in 
horses in Burlington. 

Mr. Robertson led a busy and useful life and on 
several occasions served his fellow-townsmen in 
positions of public trust. He was Justice of the 
Peace, Notary Public and also held other offices. 
His right of franchise he exercised in support of 
the Republican party and in religious belief he was 
a Baptist. He passed from this life September 18, 
1883, mourned by a large circle of friends and ac- 
quaintances. He left to his widow a fine farm of 
one hundred and sixty acres which yields to her a 
good income. Mrs. Robertson is a member of the 
Free-will Baptist Church and shares in the esteem 


and regard which was given to her husband in so | 


large a measure. 
-== K CON I 


W AMES W. LEWIS, deceased, was one of Ra- 
cine County’s native citizens. He was born 
in the town of Rochester on the 19th of 
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seph B., who is engaged in farming near Milford, 
Dickinson County, lowa; Lansing M., a resident of 
Nashville, Tenn.; Pho:be Jenette, wife of Edwin 
Anderson, who died July 14, 1874, and James W. 

Our subject was reared to manhood upon his 
father’s farm and attended the district schools un- 
til about eighteen years of age. In 1861 he re- 
sponded to the country’s call for troops, enlisting 
as a private among the boys in blue of Company 
F, Twenty-second Wisconsin Infantry. Through- 
out the war he served under Gen. Sherman and 
participated in the battles of Bentonvilie, N. C., 


and Marietta, Ga., Resaca, Peachtree Creek, Dal- 


¡Sy October, 1841, and was a son of William G. | 


and Joannah(Britton) Lewis. His parents were both 
natives of the Empire State, born in Amsterdam, 
and were of German descent. The father was a 
farmer by occupation and followed that business 
during the greater part of his life. In the year 


las Woods, together with many lesser engagements. 
Hie was promoted to the rank of Sergeant and at 
the close of the war was honorably discharged 
from the service in 1865. 

When the country no longer needed his aid Mr. 
Lewis returned to his home and again resumed 
farming. Asa companion and helpmate on life’s 


| journey he chose Miss Eunice Earle, their wedding 


being celebrated on the 26th of December, 1866. 
The lady is a daughter of Thaddeus and Sarah 
(Jones) Earle,and by her union became the mother 
of three children: Sherman, the eldest, was gradu- 
ated from the Rochester Seminary, was afterward 
a student for three years in the State University at 
Madison, and in 1889 entered the Chicago Medical 
College, from which he was graduated after pur- 


| suing a thorough course in the Class of 92; Luella 


1837 he emigrated Westward and took up his resı- | 


dence in the town of Rochester, Racine County, 
purchasing the farm on which the widow of our 
subject now resides. It was not until eleven years 
later that the State was admitted into the Union 
and the work of development begun in this local- 
ity. He continued to engage in agricultural pur- 
suits until his death, which occurred February 5, 
1874, when he was laid to rest in Honey Creek 
Cemetery. 

The family of William and Joannah Lewis 
numbered six children, three sons and three daugh- 
ters: Matilda A., wife of E. Martin. who is now 
County Judge of Wayne County, Neb.; Almena, 
wife of A. M. Olds, of Grand Junction, Colo.; Jo- 


May was for three years a student in the Seminary 
of Geneva Lake, after which she entered the Rock- 
ford College, of Rockford, III., from which she was 
graduated in the class of June, 1891. She is now 
pursuing a course of instruction in both vocal and 
instrumental music in Chicago; William Lansing, 
the youngest, was also graduated from the Roches- 
ter Seminary and is now studying dentistry in 
Chicago. Possessing superior intellectual ability, 
the children have acquitted themselves creditably 
in their studies and a successful career seems open- 
ing before them. 

Mr. Lewis continued his farming operations un- 
til 1874 when he engaged with the L. H. Evarts 
Publishing Company of Philadelphia, remaining 
in the employ of that firm for five years. He then 
embarked in business for himself as a publisher of 
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county histories, in which tige he was engaged at 
the time of his death. He died of heart disease in 
his office in Boston, Mass., while seated at his desk, 
on the eleventh of February, 1891. His remains 
were brought back to his native county and in- 
terred in Honey Creek Cemetery. In politics Mr. 
Lewis was a stanch Republican and was a member 
of the Free-Will Baptist Church. A man of intel- 
ligence, he kept himself well informed on all mat- 
ters of general interest and was both widely and 
favorably known throughout this community. 


DMUND KING, a retired farmer residing 
E on section 31, Mount Pleasant Township, is 
== numbered among the early settlers of the 
community, having here made his home since 
the territorial days or for a continuous period of 
forty-seven years. Mr. King was born in Canada, 
June 2, 1820, and is a son of Edmund King Sr., a 
native of Massachusetts. The family is of Scotch 


origin and was founded in New England at an 


early day. The father of our subject spent his 
early life in the Bay State and when a young man 
wont to Vermont, where he met and married Lucy 
Lathrop, a native of that State and a relative of 
W. H. Lathrop, of Racine, whose sketch appears 
elsewhere in this work. 

In connection with general farming Mr. King 
engaged in shoemaking and was à tanner and 
currier by trade. On his removal to Canada, he 
engaged in tanning and the manufacture of shoes 
until his death, which occurred in 1827. His wife 
died about one year previous. Of their family, 
the eldest, Lucinda, is the widow of Lucas Brad- 
ley, a prominent citizen and pioneer of Racine; 
Louisa, now deceased, was the widow of Austin 


Lathrop, of Racine County; Rufus resided in Evans- | 


ton and engaged in business in Chicago, but is 


now deceased; Laura was a victim of the Johnstown | 


flood in 1889; Edmund is the next younger; Isaac 

died in Chicago; and William R., a soldier in the 

late war, died in the seryice of his country. 
Edmund King spent the first sixteen years of bis 
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life in Ciena: and in 1836 went to New York. 
He is a self-educated and a self-made man finan- 
cially and for his success in life deserves no little 
eredit. On locating near Syracuse, Onondaga 
County, N. Y., he engaged in farm work, which he 
continued until 1844, when he came to Racine 
County, Wis. After renting land for several years 
he removed to Kane County, Ill., where he followed 
farming until 1868. That winter he engaged in 
the grocery business in Broadhead, Wis. The fol- 
lowing spring he returned to Racine County and 
purchased the farm upon which he now resides, 
then an unimproved tract of land. With charac- 
teristic energy he began its development and now 
has a valuable farm, located within four miles of 
Racine. Thus he has a convenient market near at 
hand and the luxuries of the city are almost as ac- 
cessible as though he were living within its borders. 
By the industry and good management of Mr. 
King he has acquired a handsome competence and 
is now living a retired life, resting in the enjoy- 
ment of the fruits of his former toil. 

In Ottawa, III., January 25, 1849, Mr. King was 
united in marriage with Miss Mary A. Rice, who 
was born in Bradford County, Pa., and was edu- 
cated in the schools of Princeton, Ill., and Racine, 
Wis. Her father, William W. Rice, was a native 
of Rhode Isiand, but was reared in Pennsylvania. 
In the Empire State he married Susan Tozer, a na- 
tive of Pennsylvania, and his death occurred dur- 
ing the childhood of Mrs. King. About 1836 her 
mother came to Illinois with her brother and was 
subsequently again married, becoming the wife of 
Ezra F. Weed,a native of New York, who removed 
to Wisconsin in 1838, and purchased land near Ra- 
cine—the farm now owned by N. D. Fratt. He was 
a large land-owner and an extensive farmer, 

Mrs. Weed is still living at the advanced age of 
eighty-eight years and resides with a daughter in 
Walworth County, Wis. Mrs. King’s grandmother 
was a direct relative of the famous Roseoe Conkling 
family on her mother’s side. She wasa resident 
of Long Island. Her Grandfather Tozer was a 


| Revolutionary hero and was given the name of 


Col. Tozer. He was a pensioner of the Revolution- 


| ary War. 


Unto Mr. and Mrs. King have been born two 
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sons and two daughters: Clara G., the eldest, died 
at the age of ten years; Fred L., who acquired a 
good education and isa young man of excellent 
business ability, was married in Los Vegas, N. M., 
to Lena Grupe, a native of Cook County, III., by 
whom he has one son, Edmund L. He is engaged 
in farming; Frank E. married Medora Rowlands, 
of Racine County, and also resides on the home 
farm; Nellie J. is the wife of Charles Martin, a res- 
ident of Whitewood, S. Dak., and a nephew of 
Isaac Taylor, the founder of the orphan asylum at 
Racine, Wis. 

Mr. King has long been a supporter of Republi- 
can principles and has held several local offices. 
Ile was Supervisor, and also a member of the School 
Board for a numberof years, His life has been well 
and worthily spent and he is widely and favorably 
known throughout Racine County. Both Mr. and 
Mrs. King are adherents of the Baptist Church and 
wherever known this worthy couple are held in 
high esteem for their sterling worth. Forty-seven 
years have passsed since Mr. King came to this 
county and during that long period his life has 
been such as to win for him the confidence and 
respect of those with whom he has been brought in 
contact, 
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\ ICHAEL SPILLUM, one of the enterpris- 
ing and successful farmers of Norway 
Township, Racine County, residing on sec- 
tion 25, was born on the 26th of Septem- 
ber, 1830. He is a Norwegian by birth and a son 
of Elling Spillum, who was also a native of Nor- 
way and after attaining to years of maturity was 
married m that country to Marian Cathmoan, also 
a native of Norway. Mr. Spillum followed farm- 
ing in the old country until 1844, when in com- 
pany with his son, he came to America, but in the 
fall of the same year returned to his old home. It 
was in 1846 that he made a permanent location. 
Again crossing the briny deep, he reached New 
York in June, and thence by way of the Hudson 
River to Albany, the canal to Buffalo and the lakes 
to Milwaukee, he came to what was then the Ter- 


ritory of Wisconsin. His first settlement was made 
in Racine County, and he purchased one hundred 
and sixty acres of land in Raymond and Norway 
Townships, half of which amount he cleared and 
fenced, built a house thereon and then began its 
development. Four years later, November 15, 
1850, aged sixty years eight months and three 
days his death occurred. His wife survived him 
several years and died February 11, 1864, and al- 
though they were not long residents of the county 
they left many friends to mourn their loss. 

Our subject was the youngest of their four 
children, numbering three sons and a daughter. 
Ole married and located in Raymond Township, 
where he engaged in farming until his death; 
Hendrick was married and took up his residence in 
the town of Norway, but is also now deceased; 
Sophia is the wife of P. M. Andsion, whose sketch 
appears elsewhere in this work. 

Our subject was sixteen years of age when he 
came to America. ile had received a good com- 
mon-school education in his native land and after 
he came to this country his energies were devoted 
to farm work and his task was no light one for the 
labor of developing a new farm was indeed ardu- 
ous. He remained with his mother for a number 
of years and when the estate was divided after 
her death he became the owner of the farm on 
which he now resides, It is one of the finest and 
best improved places in the town of Norway and a 
glance indicates the thrift and enterprise of the 
owner. The home isa substantial and commodious 
residence and his barn is almost unsurpassed by 
any in the county. The basement was planned 
by Mr. Spillum and is most convenient in arrange- 
ment. Nothing here seems lacking to make this a 
model farm and the owner deserves all the more 
credit from the fact that for the last twenty-five 
years he has been blind. 

On the 7th of March, 1860, Mr. Spillum led to 
the marriage altar Miss Lovise Rygh, a native of 
Norway, who spent her maidenhood days in that 
cauntry. Their union has been blessed with four 
children: Edward, who aids in the operation of 
the home farm; Andrew, a mechanic, now employed 
in Milwaukee; Mathies, who is also assisting his 
father; and Sanna C., the daughter and youngest 


member of the family, married December 3, 1891, 
Benedick Bendickson, a merchant of Norway 
Township. The Spillum household is a hospitable 
one and the members of the family are widely and 
favorably known throughout the community. The 
parents and children are members of the Lutheran 
Church. In political sentiment Mr. Spillum is a 


stauch Republican and since the time when he cast | 


his first vote for John C. Fremont he has never yet 
failed to deposit a ballot for the Republican nom- 
inee for President. He takes an active interest in 
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all public affairs, especially those calculated to | 


benefit or improve the community and is regarded 
as an honorable and upright man who has won the 
confidence and respect of those with whom he 
has come in contact. He is numbered among the 
pioneer settlers of the county and the fact of his 
long residence here and his good citizenship well 
entitle him to representation in this volume. 


í RANK E. STEVENS, M. D., a leading phy- 
Fo 

| x 

3 


) sician of Bristol, and a representative of 

one of the honored pioneer families of 
Kenosha County, was born in the town of Pleas- 
ant Prairie, July 11, 1851. His father, A. II. Stev- 
ens, & native of the Empire State, was born in 


Schoharie County, July 5, 1809, and there grew to | 


manhood and was educated. He wedded Mary 
Tibbits, also a native of New York. By trade Mr. 
Stevens was a tanner, and carried on business in that 
line for a number of years in the East. Wishing 
to make a home on the prairies of the West, he 
came to Wisconsin in 1844, and located in Pleas- 


ant Prairie Township, Kenosha County, where he | 


bought a quarter-section of raw land. The wild 
prairie he transformed into rich and fertile fields, 
fenced his farm and built all the necessary build- 
ings. Although there were many obstacles to 
overcome in those years, energy and industry sur- 
mounted all difliculties. The family which in New 
York numbered four children, was here increased 
by the birth of three children. In 1861 he sold bis 
first farm and located in the town of Bristol on 
land adjoining the village. The death of his wife 
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occurred in 1864, after which Mr, Stevens again 
married, but his second wife is also now deceased, 
and he makes his home with his son, the Doctor, 
enjoying that rest which he has so well earned and 
truly deserved. Ile is a hale and hearty old gen- 
tleman of eighty-three years, who has the respect 
of all who know him. He has been a life-long and 
active members of the Methodist Church, and has 
been a Republican since the organization of the 
party, previous to which time he voted the Whig 
ticket. 

The Doctor is the youngest in the family of four 
sons and three daughters, all of whom grew to ma- 
ture years: Joseph went to California in 1851, and 
died in that State; Edward is a farmer of Wiune- 
shiek County, Iowa; Luman is now deceased; 
Helen is the wife of Ashbel Upson, an early settler 
and farmer of the town of Bristol; Martha A. is 
the widow of Philander Buck, and resides in 
Whitewater, Wis.; Sarah E. is the wife of William 
Gibbs, a resident of California. 

No event of special importance occurred during 
the boyhood of our subject, as his days were spent 
in the usual manner of farmer lads, His early edu- 
cation was supplemented by a course in the State 
Normal School of Oshkosh, from which he was 
graduated in the Class of 75. He then was em- 
ployed as a teacher in the schools of Merrill for a 
year, after which he occupied the position of Prin- 
cipal for one year. Having determined to make 
the practice of medicine, his life-work, he began 
the study of the science in Bristol in 1877, under 
Dr. L. D. Scherer, and took his first course of lec- 
tures in 1878, in the medical department of the 
Northwestern University of Evanston, from which 
he was graduated in the spring of 1879, being 
valedictorian of his class. 

Our subject first hung out his shingle to the 
breezes in Union Grove, Racine County, where he 
engaged in practice for four years, and in 1885,he 
came to Bristol and formed a partnership with his 
old preceptor, Dr. Scherer, the connection con- 
tinuing until the fall of 1887, when the latter re- 
moved from Bristol. Dr. Stevens las since been 
alone. He is acknowledged as one of the skillful 
and successful physicians of Kenosha County, and 
has a large and lucrative practice. His library is 
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well filled with the best medical works and jour- 
nals, and he keeps abreast with his profession in 
all particulars. 

In Manitowoe, Wis.,on the 1st of January, 1880, 
the Doctor was united in marriage with Miss Ida 
M. Murphy, a former classmate in the State Nor- 
mal, who, after finishing her education, had en- 
gaged in teaching. Her father, Benjamin F. Mur- 
phy, was one of the honored pioneers of Manito- 
woc. The Doctor and his wife are members of the 
Bristol Methodist Church, and they have two chil- 
dren, Alice and Mary. Socially he is a Master 
Mason and has served as Lodge Secretary. Both 
in business and social circles Dr. Stevens is held in 
high regard, and among his professional brethren 
he ranks high. His worth and ability are acknowl- 
edged by the liberal patronage accorded him. 
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OHN MATHEWS, who is engaged in general 
farming on section 13, Burlington Town- 
ship, Racine County, was born on the farm 
0) which is still his home, his birth occurring 
July 27, 1843. Few can claim that honor. He is 
therefore numbered among the honored pioneers 
of the county and has witnessed the greater part 


of its growth and developement. His parents, 


Daniel and Mary Mathews, were both natives of | 


Chester County, N. Y. His father was a carpenter 
and cabinet maker by trade and also studied med- 
icine, but never engaged in the practice of that 
profession. The year 1843 witnessed his arrival 
in the Territory of Wisconsim Ile made the trip 
by way of the Great Lakes, landing in Kenosha, 
and soon afterwards purchased three hundred and 
twenty acres of land, located on section 13, Bur- 
lington Township, paying for it at the Government 
price of $1.25 per acre. His first home was a small 
board house in which the family lived for a time, 
but as soon as circumstances permitted, it was re- 
placed by a more commodious and comfortable 
residence. There Mr. Mathews continued to make 
his home until his death, which occurred on the 
2nd of July, 1867. He was a stalwart supporter 
of Republican principles and always took a great 
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interest in political affairs. His remains were 
interred in Brown Cemetery, where a monument 
now marks his last resting place. The family 
numbered twelve children—George, Charles, Au- 
gustin, Arthur, deceased; Caroline, William, Jane, 
who died in infancy; Oliver, Elizabeth, who died in 
infancy; Mary, John and an infant, who died un- 
named. 

The boyhood days of our subject were spent on 
the farm where he now resides, under the sheltering 
roof of his father’s home. He acquired his early edu- 
cation in a log school house, such as many of the 
most noted men of the nation have attended, and 
until eighteen years of age he pursued his studies 
in the school room during the winter season, while 
in the summer months he aided in the labors of 
the farm. He remained at home until twenty-four 
years of age, but in the meantime learned the 
carpenter's trade. He then began life for himself, 
working at his trade, which business he followed 
until 1878. 

On the 1st of January of that year, Mr. Mathews 
was joined in wedlock with Miss Sarah, daughter 
of Alexander and Caroline McKercher of Burling- 
ton Township, natives of Scotland. With his 
bride he removed to Worth County, Iowa, and 
purchased a farm of two hundred acres, upon 
which he resided until 1886, when he sold out 
and returned to Burlington. Soon afterwards he 
purchased one hundred acres of iand near Brown’s 
Lake, and there resided until 1888; he then resided 
in Burlington until 1891, when he again sold and 
became owner of the old Mathews homestead, 
upon which he was born and reared. It is now 
his place of residence and is one of the finest 
farms in this community. The greater part of the 
land 1s under a high state of cultivation and the 
well tilled fields and many improvements to be 
found upon the place denote the thrift and enter- 
prise of the owner who is regarded as one of the 
leading agriculturists and influential citizens of 
the community. 

The home of Mr. and Mrs. Mathews has been 
blessed with three children, two sons and a daugh- 
ter—Jennie E., George Clyde and Willard L., and 
the family circle yet remains unbroken, To the 
developement and improvement of his land Mr. 
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Mathews PARAR his entire time diil asanti, 
taking no prominent part in public affafts, yet he 
- feels an active interest in all that pertains to the 
welfare of the community. 


In politics he isa | 


supporter of Republican principles, but has never | 


been an office seeker. His long residence ın the 


county has made him widely known and he is | 
alike favorably known by his many acquaintances | 


and friends. 
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leading young citizens of the community. He 
was born in the town where he still makes his home 
June 25, 1860, and is the only son who grew to 
mature years in the family of Hon. Cornelius and 
Catherine S. (Trafford) Williams. The Williams 
family is of Welsh descent. The paternal grand- 
father, John C. Williams, was a prominent farmer 
and born there, Oct- 


of Columbia County, N. Y., 
ober, 16, 1791, and died January 28, 


he reared his family. 
there born September 16, 1819, His wife, Char- 
ity Smith was born April 5th,1797,and died April, 
26, 1864. Cornelius acquired a good education 
and became a teacher in his early life. 
was also a native of Columbia County, and a 
daughter of Robert Trafford. For a few years 
after their marriage they resided in the State of 
their nativity and in 1854 emigrated to Kenosha 
County, Wis., where Mr. Williams purchased a 
tract of land, the farm upon which our subject 


| 27, 1891, and his wife died January 26, 


State . — a member of the Thir- 
ty-Third General Assembly. He gave his support 
to the cause of education and did effective service 
for the public schools while serving as a member 
of the School Board for several years. An active 
member of the Methodist Church he gave liberall y 
to its support and lived an upright life in har- 
mony with his profession. He passed away March 
1889, 
They had one daughter who grew to womanhood 


| —Etta. She became the wife of Milton B. Hub- 


LARENCEE. WILLIAMS, an enterprising 
© farmer and dairyman residing on section | 
y 


18, in the Town of Bristol, is one of the | 


bard, a farmer of Kenosha County, and died April 
18, 1877. One daughter, Esther, died September 
26. 1849, at the age of two years; and Franklin 
died September 30, 1849 at the age of five years. 
Clarence E. Williams is the only living repre- 
sentative of the family. The public schools afford- 


ed him his first educational advantages, after 


1876, where | 
His son Cornelius was | 


His wife 


which he attended the High School at Kenosha, 
and subsequently became a student in Lawrence 
University, of Appleton, Wis. After attending 
for two years at Appleton, Wis., he returned to 
the farm, aiding in its operation until the death of 
his father, when he assumed entire management. 
He owns one of the best places in this community 
—in fact, a model farm and in connection with 
the raising of cereals adapted to this climate, he 
engages in the dairy business with good success. 
On the 19th of October, 1882, in the city of 
Kenosha, Mr. Wiliiams wedded Miss Mary Lane, 
who was born in this State and reared in Kenosha 
County, her father, Jobn. P. Lane, being one of 
its pioneers of 1840. Two children biess their 
union, Brosia and Arthur. They also lost one 
child, their first-born, Frankie, who died at the age 


| of twenty months. 


now resides. Upon it was built a large frame | 
lican party since he became a voter, his first Pres- 


house, barns and other outbuildings. He greatly 


improved the place and made it one of the finest | 


” farms in the locality. 


At the time of his death it | 


embraced three hundred and fifty acres of land | 


under a high state of cultivation, 
Mr. Williams took an active part and was a sup- 
porter of Republican principles. He helda num- 
ber of minor positions, served several years as a 
member of the Board of Supervisors and in 1880, 
was elected to represent Kenosha County in the 


In local polities | 


Mr. Williams has been identified with the Repub- 


idential ballot being cast for James G. Blaine. 
lie has been honored with several positions of 
trust, is now serving as a member of the town 
Board of Supervisors and is also a member of the 
School Board. His entire life has been spent in 
the town of Bristol, where he is well and favor- 
ably known as a wide-awake and enterprising 
young farmer who in his life work is winning 
success, 


The parents of Mrs. Williams. are John P. nd 
Mary E. (Bovee) Lane, residents of Kenosha, Wis. 
The father was born in the old Granite State in 
1822. His education consisted of the common 
school course and his life has been devoted chiefly 
to agricultural pursuits. He is numbered among 
the pioneers of Wisconsin and isa citizen of ster- 
ling worth. His wife is a native of Canada. 
They emigrated to Wisconsin in 1841,and entered 
a claim of Goverment land which is still in Mr. 
Lane's possession. He has made two trips to Cal- 
1fórnia across the continent to try his fortune and 
his venture proved a signal success. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Lane were born eight chil- 
dren, fivesons and three daughters, six of whom 
are yet living—Frank, who is married and is en- 
gaged in mining in Arizona; John who wedded 
Sarah Smith, is a resident farmer of Kenosha 
County; Carl is engaged in mining in Idaho; 
Bertha is the wife of John Fox, a resident of Ken- 
osha; Mrs. Williams is the next younger; and 
Daisy, a graduate of the Kenosha High School 
completes the family. Mrs. Williams was also ed- 
ucated in the Kenosha High School andthe other 
members of the family likewise received exceilent 
privileges in this direction. 

Mrs. Lane, the mother, is an educated and cul- 
tured lady who keeps well informed concerning 
the current news and literature of the day. She 
is also well known for her charitable and benevo- 
lent deeds, the poor and needy finding in her a 
warm friend. In her religious belief she is a Uni- 
versalist. 
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N »ILLIAM R. BUSH, who is engaged in gen- 
WwW eral farming on section 17, Somers Town- 
W ship, has been a resident of Kenosha 
County since 1855, or for more than a third of a 
century. He was born in Cortland County, N. 
Y., April 13, 1832, and is the second in order of 
birth of eight children, whose parents were Simon 
and Nelly Bush. On the paternal side he is de- 
scended from one of the Revolutionary heroes. 
His grandfather, Jacobus Bush, served in the War 
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for Independence 5 was also’ a soldier of the War 
of 1812. It was in 1855 that Simon Bush and his 
family located in Kenosha County, Wis. He en- 
gaged in farming in the town of Bristol for some 
years, but afterwards laid aside all business cares 
and spent his last days in the home of his son 
William, where he died May 1, 1879. His wife 
died January 5, 1880. Of their six sons and two 
daughters all grew to manhood and womanhood: 
George W., born December 27, 1830, died February 
28, 1887; William R., of this sketch; Levi S., born 
May 24, 1835; Enos H., born July 5, 1838, died 
December 5, 1884; Newton A., born June 18, 1841; 
Annie Maria born ¡April 18, 1845; Harriet A., born 
July 8, 1848, died April 5, 1879; Henry D., born 
July 8, 1853. 

In a manner similar to that in which most far- 
mer lads spend their time, the childhood and youth 
of William Bush were passed. His educational ad- 
vantages were those afforded by the district schools 
of the neighborhood. When a young man he came 
West with the family and fora few years longer 
remained with his father. On the 29th of June, 
1863, in Kenosha County, he married Josephine 
Wilcox, also a native of Cortland County, N. Y., 
and a daughter of Benjamin Wilcox, who is num- 
bered among the pioneer settlers of Kenosha 
County, but now resides in the Empire State. Mrs. 
Bush is the youngest of two sons and three daugh- 
ters: Joseph, her eldest brother, enlisted for the 
late war in the Thirty-third Wisconsin Infantry, 
was taken sick and died in the service; Mrs, Rus- 
sell Neff is also deceased; Betsy is the wife of Levi 
Bush, whose sketch appears elsewhere in this work, 
and Benjamin is living with his parents in New 
York. 

In 1867 Mr. Bush purchased the farm upon 
which he now resides and has since made it his 
home. It is a desirable property, pleasantly situ- 
ated a mile and a quarter west of Somers Station. 
The home, a neat and commodious residence, the 
good barn, fine orchard and other improvements 
are all evidence of the fact that the owner is one 
of the progressive agriculturists of the community. 
In connection with general farming he has for the 


| past thirty-six years run a threshing machine, and 


his services are much in demand by neighboring 
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faamers. His life has been a busy and useful one, 
and although he had no capital in the beginning, 
by his industry and good management he has ac- 
cumulated a comfortable competence. Public spir- 
ited and progressive he has found time to devote 


to outside interests, especially those calculated to 


benefit the community and promote the general 
welfare. In politics he is 3 Republican and feels 
interested in the success of his party, yet has 
never sought public office. 

Four children graced the union of Mr. and Mrs, 
Bush, but Elmor, their first-born, died at the age of 
three and a half years; Fanny, Alice and Etta are 
still at home. Mr. and Mrs. Bush have resided in 
the town of Somers for twenty-seven years, during 
which time they have become widely known. They 


are held in high regard by their many acquain- | 


tances, and it is with pleasure that we present their 
sketch to our readers. 
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A > da C. SMITH, who is engaged in 
W general farming on section 32, Caledonia 
NW Township, is numbered among the early 
settlers of Racine County, and, is a well known 


and prominent citizen of the community. He was 
born in Mecklenburg, Schwerin, Germany, March 
9, 1843. His father, Carl Smith, who was born 
and reared in the same locality, was a farmer by 


occupation and near his old home married Louisa | 


Ohms, by whom he had nine children, all born in 
the Fatherland. In the spring of 1851, the family 
came to America and Cari Smith travelled exten- 
sively over the Southern States looking for a lo- 
cation, but finally settled in Racine County, Wis. 
He purchased a tract of timbered land in Caledonia 


Township on section 1, which he cleared and im- | 


proved, developing therefrom a good farm which 
he continued to make his home until his death, 
which occurred April 18, 1872. His wife also died 
on the old homestead some years later. 
had brought him reward in the shape of a compet- 
ence and his last years were spent amidst plenty 
and comfort. In politics he was a Democrat and 
in religious belief a Protestant Lutheran. He was 


His labor 


| eran Church of Caledonia Center. 
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numbered among the best citizens of the commu- 
nity as he was ever ready to perform his part in 
all public duties and aided greatly in the advance- 
ment of those interests calculated to benefit the 
people. 

Eight children of the Smith family are yet liv- 
ing, but Gothard was killed in the autumn of 1890, 
by an enraged bull. The eldest, Mrs. Meisner, is 
living in Caledonia; Caroline is a resident of Elk- 
horn, Walworth County; Mary is also living in 
Caledonia; William is the next younger; Francis 
is a resident of Caledonia; and Mina is in Ger- 
many. 

The subject of this sketch spent his boyhood 
days in his native land and there attended school 
for two years. After coming to America he lo- 
cated on the new farm and helped pick up stones, 
dig roots and other such work as is connected with 
the development of a new farm. Here he attended 
the district schools and was also a student for two 
terms inaGerman school. He did not leave home 
and engage in work for himself but remained with 


| his father and took charge of the farm, attending 
| to all business affairs. 


He remained upon the old 
homestead until 1891, when he removed to his pre- 
sent residence on section 31, Caledonia Town- 
ship. He here owns eighty acres of arable land, 
the greater of which is under a high state of cul- 
tivation and yields him a golden tribute for the 
care and cultivation he bestows uponit. Industry 
and perseverance have ever been numbered among 
his characteristicsand he is therefore a successful 
farmer. He has been for several years and is still 
agent for the Deering farm machinery. 

On the 4th of June, 1866, Mr. Smith was joined 
in wedlock with Katherine Mikuoletsky, who was 
born in Bohemia, and came to this country when 
a maiden of thirteen years accompanying ber par- 
ents whoare numbered among the carly settlers of 
Caledonia Township. Their union has been bles- 
sed with nine children—Charles J., now residing 


| in Milwaukee; William J., operator at Green Lake; 


George, Lucy, John, Mamie, Edward, Gothard and 
Nellie, all of whom are yet uuder the parental 
roof. 

Mr. Smith and his wife are members of the Luth- 
In the com- 
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munity where they reside they are widely and 
favorably known, their lives having won them the 
confidence and respect of all. For forty years our 
subject has been a resident of the county and has 
identified himself with its best interests, becoming 
a prominent citizen. Ile is a man of strong deter- 
mination, independent and is fearless in advocat- 
ing his views. In politics he is a Democrat and 
often attends the conventions of his party. He 
was a candidate on the Democratic ticket for 
County Sheriff and made an excellent canvass but 
on account of the large Republican majority in 
the county was defeated. For many years he has 
served as Justice of the Peace and for seven years 
has been Chairman of the town Board of Super- 
visors, proving a most efficient and capable officer. 
His long continuance in the office is a high testi- 
monial of his ability and better praise than 
words, 


„ ONRAD MUNTZENBERGER, who is living 
G a retired life in Kenosha, has been a resi- 

dent of that city for nearly half a century. 
He was born on the Rhine in Germany, August 12, 
1812, and is a son of Conrad and Rosalie (Schad) 
Muntzenberger, both of whom were natives of 
Germany and spent their entire lives in that coun- 
try. 

Our subject was reared to manhood in his native 
land and in the public schools acquired a good ed- 
ucation. In his youth he learned the brewer's 
trade which he followed fcr several years and 
spent one year in that occupation in Lyons, France. 
The following year—1836—he went to Africa, 
where he joined the French Army as a private, 
continuing in the service for four years. He- was 
in numerous campaigns with his regiment in Al- 
giers and returned to Europe and his home in 1840. 
In the autumn of the succeeding year he crossed 
the Atlantic tothe New World, arriving in New 
York on the 9th of October, 1841, He first went 
to Wilkes Barre, Pa., where he was employed as a 
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anda half. In 1842, he went to Cincinnati, Ohio, 
where he resumed work at his trade, being employ- 
ed as a foreman in a brewery for several years, 
after which he established business for himself. 
With a partner he carried on operations in that 
line for several years. 

In Cincinnati, in 1845, Mr. Muntzenberger mar- 
ried Miss Elizabeth Rahke, a native of Germany, 
and a daughter of George Rahke who came to the 
United States in 1839, and located in Cincinnati, 
Ohio, where he made his home until his death. 
The same year in which their wedding was cele- 
brated the young couple emigrated Westward, ar- 
riving in Milwaukee, Wis., in October of that year. 
There Mr. Muntzenberger was engaged at his trade 
until the Ist of March, 1847, when he came to Ken- 
osha, built a brewery and establised business, 
which he carried on successfully until 1875, having 
the largest brewery in the city. In that year he 
rented the building to his son and in 1885 sold 
the property. Another profitable source of income 
to Mr. Muntzenberger is his real estate. Soon 
after arriving here, he made judicious investments 
in residence lots, which greatly increased in value 
and sold at a good profit. Hishomeis a pleasant 
and commodious dwelling, supplied with all the 
comforts and many of the luxuries of life. 

Mr. and Mrs. Muntzenberger have three chil- 
dren yet living—Adolph who was born in Milwau- 
kee, is an educated man and now carries on a malt 
house in Harvard, 1ll. He is married and has 
three children. Pauline is the wife of Peter Funk, 
who holds a responsible position with Marshall 
Field & Co. of Chicago, with which firm he has 
been connected for twenty-five years. Rosais the 
wife of William F. Fisher, a merchant of Kenosha. 
They have lost six children; one died in infancy: 
Conrad died at the age of nineteen months; Oscar 
died at the age of twenty-one months; Rudolph 
died aged six years; August died in infancy; 
Emma, a superior young lady died in 1877, at 
the age of twenty-three years; and John died at 
the age of eighteen years. 

In political sentiment Mr. Muntzenberger is a 
Democrat having long been identified with that 
party. He has served as a member of the City 


teacher of French in a ladies’ seminary for a year | Council and for sixteen years was a member of the 


of the cause of education. He has taken an active 
interest in all that pertains to the welfare of the 
community and is regarded as one of the progress- 
ive and yalued citizens of Kenosha. He has now 
retired from active life and is enjoying a well 
earned rest. He and his estimable wife have a 
pleasant home and man y friends in Kenosha. 


S 


AMES PUGH, deceased, was born in the 
Parish of Llanfihengel, 
(Y the fourth son of Arthur and Margaret 
Pugh. When he was about ten years old his par- 
ents removed to another farm in the Parish of 
Llanelltyd, of thesame county, which was owned by 
his grandfather, both of his grandparents having 
inherited landed property. He also lived for some 
time with an aunt, Ann Jones, in Caegwernog, 
and subsequently resided with his uncle, Hugh 
Pugh, in Caedu. For a time he workedin the 
Clogau mines, which afterward became celebrated 
on account of the gold there discovered. Of lute 
years the yield of gold has been quite large and 
the mines have attracted much attention through- 
out Great Britain. 


In the year 1840, Mr. Pugh went to work at | 


Cravnant, a farm belonging to Dr. John Rhydderch 
Owen. It was here that he formed the acquaint- 
ance of Janet Hughes, the second daughter of 
William and Janet Hughes, who with their family 
and accompanied by Griffith Richards\and several 
other families of the neighborhood, emigrated to 
America in April, 1841. These families afterward 
became the nucleus of the first Welsh settlement 
in Racine County. Mr. Pugh seeing that his lady 
love was intending to come to America, deter- 
mined to emigrate also. He had little means but 
worked his passage over. From New York the 
party went to Newark, Ohio, and in the fall of the 
same year some of them came to Racine, but Mr. 
Pugh and others did not come to Wisconsin until 
the spring of 1842. A few months afterward he 
and Miss Hughes were married, theirs being the 


Merionethshire, | 
North Wales, in December, 1820, and was | 


School Board, LE one of the N supporters 
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first Welsh wedding in Racine, Twelve children 
were born unto them, but four died in childhood. 
Five sons and three daughters are yet living— 
Capt. John, who is part owner and master of the 
schooner, “Rainbow’’; William H., the large coal 
dealer and vessel owner; James, a millwright, liv- 
ing at Staten Island, N. J.; Arthur and George, 
who are connected with their brother in the coal 
and wood business; Eleanor, wife of John R. Jones; 
who is merchandising on Sixth Street; Janet, wife 
of Lewis Williams; and Margaret, wife of Richard 
Peat. The two last named gentlemen are holding 
responsible positions with the J. I. Case Threshing 
Machine Company. 

After his marriage, Mr. Pugh was employed in 
different lumber yards in Racine until 1852, when 
he went to California. He spent fourteen months 
on the Pacific slope and was very successful. 
After his return he followed teaming, and through 
hard labor, industry and good management, ac- 
quired a competency. He gave his children good 
educational advantages and left his family in com- 
fortable circumstances. 
children was one of the most marked characteris- 
tics, and he did everything in his power to enhance 
their interests and promote their happiness. He 
was a faithful friend and neighbor and always 
ready to do an act of kindness, Of a social, gen- 
ial nature he was well known throughout Racine 
and vicinity, and was held in the highest regard 
by his many acquaintances. He was a valued citi- 
zen and took an active interest in everything per- 
taining to the welfare of the community. In the 
days of hand fire engines, he was one of the most 
active members of Company Three, which was 
comprised exclusively of Welshmen, and on various 
occasions they displayed great heroism. From the 
time of the organization of the party he wos a 
zealous and ardent Republican, but never sought 
or desired office for himself. His health began to 
fail him some two years before his death, and 
although he suffered much he never murmured. 
With the hope of being benefited thereby, he visi- 
ted the springs of Mt. Clemens, Mich., and for a 
time seemed better, but at last had to succumb to 
the fell destroyer. He died May 30, 1890, and 


was buried from the Welsh Presbyterian Church 


His love for his wife and 
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faithful attendants and was a liberal supporter of 
that church. 


funeral, and Rev. John E. Jones, of Milwaukee, 


and Rev. C. Percival, of Racine, also took part in 
the services. 


-== <]@) ADS 


were botlı natives of Sweden and there spent their 
entire lives. The Captain was of a family of six 


children, two sons and four daughters, three of 
whom are now living: our subject, Emelie N. A.» | 
now Mrs. Charles Berguson; Selma E., now the wife | 
| career has been a useful and busy one and he is 
| esteemed as an honest, upright business man. Now 


of Oscar Berguson, a resident of Racine. 
Under the parental roof Louis A. Nelson grew 
to manhood and his educational advantages were 


such as to fit him for the practical duties of life. | 
At length he determined to seek a home in the | 


New World and after bidding good-by to friends 


and native land he sailed for America in 1867; | 
His | 


landing in New York in April of that year. 
stay in the Eastern metropolis was very short for 
he at once continued his journey Westward to 
Chicago, which was his place of residence for some 
time to come. Asa sailor upon the lakes he began 
life in America and followed that pursuit until 
1883, rising successively from one position to an- 
other until he became captain of.a vessel. He had 
come to this country a poor man and for some 
years he succeeded in saving but little. Persever- 
ance, however, proved of great aid to him and in 
1875 the tide of his fortune turned. It was in 
the same year that he moved to Racine. 
that time forward prosperity seemed to smile upon 
his efforts and he became owner of a vessel which 


he commanded until 1883, when he abandoned the | 


life of a sailor. He now turned his attention to 
the lumber trade and has built up a fine business 
in that line, bis sales amounting to almost $100,000 
annually. He is sagacious, far-sighted and enter- 


The former pastor, Rev. Joseph | 
Roberts, came from Minneapolis to officiate at the | 


| Alberta Anderson. 

GS APT. LOUIS A. NELSON, a lumber mer- | was there reared and educated. Their union has 
G chant of Racine, was born on the 24th of | 

October, 1840, in Onsola, Sweden. His par- | living, the eldest of whom, Alma P., is now the 

ents, Zachariah and Eva L. (Stenquest) Nelson, | 


From | 
| Syracuse in early life and both died young. The 
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on the 2nd of June. He had been one of the | prising and is now ranked among the substantial 


business men of the city. As he could spare the 
money from his business, he has also made judi- 
cious investments in real estate. He now owns 
two good residences, one of which is occupied by 
his family, while the other is the home of his 
sister. 

Capt. Nelson was married in Chicago on the 
23d of June, 1868, the lady of his choice being 
Miss Louisa A. Anderson, daughter of Peter and 
She was born in Sweden, and 


been blessed with nine children, five of whom are 


wife of Charles Bloom, of Racine. Alfred E., is 
bookkeeper for his father. Louise A., Carl E. and 
Eva A. are yet at home. 

Mr. and Mrs. Nelson are both members of the 
Swedish Methodist Church and he is a member of 
the Business Men’s Association of Racine. His 


at the head of one of the leading enterprises of 
the city he certainly deserves credit for his success 
as he rose by his own efforts from a comparatively 
humble position. 


| ¿a HARLES G. THOMPSON, agent at Racine 
© for the Goodrich Transportation Company 
= of Chicago, has been an 'empldye of that 


company for the long period of twenty-eight 
years. No better testimony of his faithfulness and 


efficiency could be given. He was born in Syra- 
cuse, N. Y., on the 2d of April, 1835, and is a son 
of Pardon and Maria (Marble) Thompson, who 
were natives of Massachusetts. They moved to 


mother’s death occurred when Charles G. was but 
five years of age and his father when he was 
seventeen. 

The subject of this sketch was educated in the 
public schools of his native city, and in 1853, when 
eighteen years old, came to Wisconsin, locating in 
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Milwaukee. He sented à a position with « a lander | home in Racine. Mr. eee s father was a 


company as clerk, and during a portion of the 
time attended school in order that he might be 
better fitted for the duties of life. In the spring 
of 1864, he engaged with the Goodrich Transpor- 
tation Company, of which he is still an employe, | 
sailing as clerk on various steamers of the Good- 


rich Line, principally between Chicago and Mil- | service of the Goodrich Company than almost 


N 
| 
| 
| 
| 
i 
Í 


waukee. For two years he was on boats, plying | 
on Lake Superior, but has never been out of the | 
employment of the company a day since he first | 


entered its service. 


Jennie E. Mills, a native of Lake County, IIL, 
born at Half Day, and a daughter of John A. and 
Anna E. (Easton) Mills. 


farmer, a miller and contractor. He was one of 
the contractors on the Illinois & Michigan Canal 
in 1838, and at that time was located in Chicago. 
He was a man of good business ability and was 
| highly respected. 

Charles G. Thompson has been longer in the 


any of its employes. His long term of uninter- 
rupted service with this well-known and promi- 
nent company speaks for itself as to the high 


| esteem in which he is held by its officers. He has 
Mr. Thompson was joined in wedlock at Wauke- | 
gan, Ill., on the 19th of February, 1874, with Miss | 


always proved himself faithful and competent in 
every position in which he has been placed, and by 


making his services of value to his employers has 
| held their confidence and regard. 


Her father, who was a | 


prominent pioneer of Illinois, was born in Williams- | 
town, Berkshire County, Mass., in 1812, and on | 
attaining his majority emigrated to Illinois in | 


1833, locating first in Chicago. 
Day in 1835, and fourteen years later went to 


He settled in Half 


Waukegan in 1849. He was married on the 10th | 
of July, 1838, to Miss Anna E. Easton, daughter | 


of William and Jane (Graham) Easton. Her 


father was born in Putnam, Washington County, | 


N. Y., in 1790, and was of Scotch lineage. In the 


Empire State he was married and emigrated to | 


Illinois in 1835, settling in Half Day, Lake County, 
where he and his wife were among the earliest 
pioneers. His death occurred in 1853, and his 
wife, who was born in 1792, died in 1864. 
were members of the Scotch Presbyterian Church. 
Mrs. Mills was the eldest of their six children, and 
was born in Washington, County, N. Y., February 
19, 1819. She survives her husband who died in 
Waukegan, in July, 1865. Mr. Mills left two 
children, a son and daughter—John W.,a farmer 
of Kansas; and Jane E., honored wife of our 
subject. 

Mr. and Mrs. Thompson have two children, a 
son and daughter—John Mills, aged sixteen years; 


Both | 


AN LE O. HEDJORD is one of the prominent 
O Norwegian settlers of Racine County. He 
y resides on section 32, Norway Township» 
which town bears the name of his native land. He 
was born December 4, 1824, and is the oldest son 
of a family of six children. His father, Ole Hed- 
jord, was born in Norway, as was also his wife 
whose maiden name was Ella Eagleson. In 1851, 
he emigrated with his family to this country and 
joined his son, Ole O., in Racine County, but the 
following year removed to Dane County, Wis., 
where he resided upon a farm until his death, 
which occurred in 1868. His wife died about two 
years later. Of their four sons and two daughters 
all grew upto mature years, but two have since 
died in Norway and three in Wisconsin. 


Our subject is now the only surviving member 
of the family, he was eighteen years of age when 


| he left his native land where he had acquired a 


and Anna Maria, thirteen years of age. Both | 


were born in Waukegan, Ill. For several years 
after his marriage Mr. Thompson and his family 
resided in Waukegan, but later removed -to Mil- 
waukee and since March. 1884, have made their 


good common school education and learned farm- 
‚ing in its details. Bidding good-by to home and 
friends in 1843, he sailed for America and after a 
pleasant voyage of ten weeks upon the bosom of 
the Atlantic arrived in New York City in the 
month of September. He made his first location 
in Racine County butin the spring of 1844, went 
to Dane County. He worked for three years in 
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Janesville, during which time he saved a small 
capital and bought lots in the city. 


In 1846, he | 
purchased a quarter section of land in Norway | 
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| 
| 
| 
| 


Township, in Racine County, and the following | 


year took up his residence thereon. Only forty 
acres had been cleared and broken, the rest being 
in its primitive condition. He built fences, plowed 
and planted 
had a fine farm upon which he resided for many 
years. Itis still in his possession, but since 1875 
he removed to his home on section 32, Norway 
Township, where he has two hundred and forty 
acres of arable land, the greater part of which is 
under a high state of cultivation, the remainder 
being meadow and pasture land. The canal runs 
through it for three-quarters of a mile. 
he has erected a pleasant and commodious residence 
and on the place is also a large barn. He raises a 
good grade of stock and the accessories of a model 
farm are all there to be seen. 
menced life empty handed and for three years 


phed and he is now regarded as one of the 
most successful and wealthy farmers of the town 
of Norway, his possessions being «quite extensive. 

Mr. Hedjord cast his first Presidental vote for 
John C. Fremont and has supported every Repub- 
lican nominee for President since that time. He 
feels a deep interest in the success of his party 
and does all in his power to assure it. For three 
terms he has served as Supervisor and has been a 
member of the School Board for a number of years 
but has never been an office seeker. He does what 


he can for the advancement of the educational, | 


moral ans! social interests of the community and 
his influence and support are given to the upbuild- 
ing of whatever tends to promote the general 
welfare. Upright and honorable has been his life 
and the high regard in which he is held is richly 
merited. 

An important event in his life of Mr. Hedjord 
occurred in 1851, when was celebrated his marriage 


the land and in a course of time | 


Recently | 


Mr. Hedjord com- | 


subject. Unto them have been born six children— 
Ole who diedin 1888; Esther who was married 
and at her death left two children, Amelia and 
Josie Johnson, who reside with their grandparents; 
Edmond, who died in 1888, at the age of twenty- 
three, leaving a wife to mourn his loss; Sarah 
Anetta, who died in 1883, when twenty-two years 
of age; Ida, an accomplished young lady at home; 
and Charles E., who died in infancy in 1860. The 
parents are both members of the Lutheran Church. 


EV. THEODORE JACOBS, pastor of St. 
i Mary's Catholic Church of Burlington Wis., 
was born on the 9th of July, 1848, in the 
" town of Somers, Kenosha County. His par- 
ents, Mathias and Mary E. (Myers) Jacobs, were 
both natives of Germany. in 1845 the mother 


| came to America, and the following year the father 
worked by the month as afarm hand but his in- | 
dustry and good management at length trium- | 


with Eliza Eagleson, a native of Norway, where | 


her father, Eagle Oleson, was also born. With 
him she came to this country in 1843, the family 
settling on the farm which is now the home of our 


i 


crossed the Atlantic. Both located in Kenosha 
County, where they were married and continued 
to reside. The death of Mr, Jacobs occurred in 
1889, but his widow is still living. 

The subject of this sketch was reared in the 
usual manner of farmer lads, and his education 
was acquired in St. George’s Catholic School, his 
parents being members of that congregation. De- 
siring to engage in some other pursuit than that 
of farm labor, he entered the employ of the Chi- 


| cago & Northwestern Railroad Company, and sub- 


sequently became a clerk in a grocery house in 
Kenosha. Later he was appointed book-keeper for 
J. G. Gathfriedson, which position he continued to 
fill until he entered college to prepare himself for 
the ministry. 

On the 28th of January, 1870, Mr. Jacobs be- 
came a student in St. Francis Seminary, near Mil- 
waukee, where he pursued a thorough course of 
study, and on the 24th of June, 1878, was ordained 
a priest in the church of his choice. His first mass 
was celebrated in St. George’s Church of Kenosha, 
Wis., on the 30th of June of the same year. As 
the pulpit was vacant, he received the appoint- 
ment as pastor of John’s congregation at Paris, 
Kenosba County, Wis., of which he remained in 
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charge for two years, whi he was sent to Sans 
Mound, Grant County, Wis., where he remained 
for ten years, from 1880 to 1890. During that time 
Father Jacobs erected a new brick church and par- 
sonage. This was accomplished after much hard 
labor, but he possessed the energy and determina- 
tion necessary for the work. In connection with 
his labors there, he also had charge of a mission in 
Hazel Green, Wis., five miles away, and when he 
left it it was in excellent working order. 


| 


| feet. 
By the ' 


death of Father Wisbauer, who had been in charge | 


for almost forty-three years of the church of Bur- 
lington, Wis., was left without a pastor, and at the 
request of the Right Rev. A. Zeininger, Adminis- 
trator of the arch-diocese of Milwaukee, Father 
Jacobs took charge of this place. He arrived in 
Burlington on the 6th of May, 1890, and hardly 
had set foot upon the streets of the town ere he 
began his labors. 


But first, it might be well to tell something of | 


St. Mary's congregation for the benefit of which 
his energies are now devoted. This church was 
organized on the 9th of January, 1846, by the Rev. 


Father Francis H. Kendeler, who came to Burling- 


ton in 1845, and was the first pastor of the con- 
gregation. In the fall of 1847, Father Wisbauer 
arrived and took charge of St. Mary's Church, 
continuing his pastoral labors at this place for 
forty-three years or until called to his final rest. On 
the 9th of November, 1847, Bishop Henni dedicated 
the first church in Burlington, the construction 
of which was commenced in 1844 and was named 
St. Sebastian's Church. St. Mary's Church was 
dedicated December 8, 1859, and was then of the 
finest churches in the State. When Father Jacobs 
entered upon his labors in Burlington, he at once 
saw that the church needed a better building, and 


entered upon labors to this end with the intention | 


of building a new house of worship and a parson- 
age. In order to get a start, he donated a site for 


the buildings, and in August, 1890, ground was | 


broken and the foundation was completed in No- 
vember. Early in the following spring the super- 
structures were commenced and all was in readi- 
ness for occupancy by the Ist of December. 


| has been a resident of this city since 1853. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Father Jacobs was elected by his congregation as | 


Secretary and Treasurer of the Building Commit- 


tee, and visited all the — soliciting sab. 
scriptions, with what success the completion of 
the work indicates. The plans and drawings were 
made by architect Schnetzky, of Milwaukee, and 
Father Jacobs superintended the entire building of 
both church and parsonage. The former is a brick 
structure with a stone basement and a slate roof, 
built in Gothic style, the dimensions being 61x136 
In all its appointments it is complete, from 
its elegant windows, beautiful altars and pulpit to 
its organ and bells, three in number. It has new 
pews throughout, and has a seating capacity for 
over eleven hundred; is heated by steam, and in 
every particular is most complete. This elegant 


| edifice is said to be of the finest and most beautiful 
in Wisconsin and was erected at a cost of $50,000. 


The parsonage is a fine brick residence two and 


| a half stories high, elegantly finished and orna- 


mented on the inside and heated by furnace 
throughout. These structures stand as monuments 
to the enterprise of Father Jacobs, who by his un- 
tiring efforts has given to the people of his church 
are of the finest houses of worship in the State. St. 
Mary’s congregation numbers about three hun- 
dred families, and the parochial school has an at- 
tendance of about two hundred and twenty-five pu- 
pils. The three Catholic Churches which have been 
builtin Burlington, are still standing side by side, 
the first one being now used as the school, although 


| the chapel and altar are still being used during the 
| winter months. 


On the 10th of December, 1891, 
St. Mary's Church was dedicated by Arch-Bishop 
Katzer, of Milwaukee. 


O) HARLES BALDWIN TICKNOR, contract 

C painter in the works of the J. L Case 
Threshing Machine Company of Racine, is 

a pioneer of Kenosha County, Wis., of 1844, and 
He 
was born in the town of Venice, Cayuga County, 
N. Y., on the 11th of June, 1827, and isa son of 
William and Lydia Ann Ticknor, the former a 
native of Massachusetts and the latter of Connecti- 
cut. They settled in New York in an early day and 
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emigrated to Wisconsin Territory in PETER 1844. 
Locating in the town of Salem, Kenosha County, 
they there continued to reside during the re- 
mainder of their lives. The father died in 1845, 
and the mother many years later. 

Charles B. Ticknor left home when in his eigh- 


teenth year, having previously attended the public- 


schools as opportunity permitted, and went to 
Southport, now Kenosha, where he learned the 
painter’s trade or rather began learning the trade. 
He entered upon this work in the wagon and car- 
riage shops of Henry Mitchell, who is now the 
head of the great Mitchell & Lewis Wagon Com- 
pany of Racine, He worked several years in the 
Mitchell shops at Kenosha and in 1861 came to 
Racine to seek work which he obtained in the 
reaper factory of Thomas Falvey. He continued 
with that company for two years and then rejoined 
Mr. Mitchell, who in the meantime had moved his 
works to Racine. In 1863, Mr. Ticknor brought 
his family to this city, where he has since continued 
to make his home. He remained with Mr. Mitchell 
for two years at that time and soon afterwards 
entered the employ of the J. I. Case Threshing 
Machine Company, with which he has been con- 
nected continuously since, having the contract for 
painting the separators and stackers for their 
machines. In 1881, he admitted his son, Frank G., 
as a partner in the work, which they have carried 
on with marked success, employing on an average 
about twenty men. 

Mr. Ticknor was married in Kenosha, on the 
13th of October, 1850, to Miss Martha Burgess, 
who was born in Onondaga County, N. Y., Decem- 
ber 22, 1833, and was a daughter of Benjamin and 
Amanda (Foster) Burgess. Her death occurred in 
Racine on the 28th of June, 1882. She was the 
mother of six children, five sons and one daughter 
C. Frederick, who married Miss Libbie O. Smith, 
a daughter of J.C. Smith of Racine, and is the 
present Deputy Collector of the United States 
Internal Revenue of the first division of the first 
district of Wisconsin; Hattie, the only daughter, 
is the wife of D. D. Chandler of Racine; Frank G., 
married Miss Mary A. Browne, daughter of James 
R. Browne, is a contract painter, a partner of his 
father in the J. 1. Case Threshing Machine Works, 


and a member of the Racine County Board of 
Supervisors; Charles B., Jr. wedded Miss Mary 
Gary, daughter of Judge George Gary, of Oshkosh, 
Wis., and is now ticket agent for the Wisconsin 
Central Railroad Company at that city; Herbert 
married Miss Nellie Brown, daughter of Isaac 
Brown, and resides in Racine; Harry Ray, the 
youngest, is a student in the Racine High School. 

In politics, Mr. Ticknor is a Republican. He and 
his family attend the Methodist Church. In his 
line of work, he is a skilled mechanic, is industrious 
and temperate and in all the years of his business 
relations not only with the company with which 
he is now associated, but with others, has main- 
tained the reputation for rectitude and integrity 
of which his family and friends may well be proud. 


ERMAN SWANTZ, who follows general 
farming on section 6, Paris ‘Township, 
Kenosha County, is one of the worthy 
citizens of German birth residing in 
Sout’ iern Wisconsin. He was born September 23, 
1848, and is one of ten children, five sons and 
five daughters, who were born unto William and 
Mina (Fretig) Swantz. The father was reared as 
a farmer and made that occupation his life work. 
He was born in 1816, and with his family crossed 
the Atlantic to America in 1852, sailing from 
Hamburg to New York, where he arrived after a 
voyage of six weeks. By the way of the Hudson 
River an the New York Central Railroad he pro- 
ceeded to Buffalo, and thence by the lakes to Mil- 
waukee, where he sought work but could find 
none. A kind baker, seeing that he was dis- 
heartened, asked him what made him so disconso- 
late, and Mr. Swantz replied “I am almost penni- 
less and have a wife and three little children 
depending upon me.’ ‘The baker took the family 
to his home and as a domestic Mrs. Swantz helped 
with the work, while the father started out on 
foot across the prairies. Ile at last hired out to 
a farmer near the present site of Union Grove for 
two months at $20 per month, during which 
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Sime. — was BER to hear anythleg trom his 
family, as there were no mails as there are now. 
He afterward rented land near Union Grove and 
the little house in which the Swantz family first 
lived is yet standing. By his industry and econ- 
omy he was at length enabled to purchase eighty 
acres of land and as his financial resources in- 
creased, added largely to his possessions, He 
might well be termed a self-made man for his 
success in life is all due to his own efforts, In 
politics he is a stanch Republican and in relig- 
ious belief he is a Lutheran,to which church his wife 
also belonged. She died in 1888, but Mr. Swantz 
is still living, and at the adyanced age of seventy- 
five years is still hale and hearty. 

The children of their family are: William, a 
resident farmer of Paris ‘Township; Henry, who 
is married and follows farming in Brighton 
Township; Gustaf, now deceased; Fred, a resident 
of Yorkville; Augusta, wifc of Herman Schroeder, 
a farmer; Julia, wife of Charles Schnuchel, also 
an agriculturist; Louisa, who died at the age of 
seventeen years; Emma, deceased wife of Henry 
Halter, a farmer; and Effie, wife of August 
Windorf, a carpenter and joiner of Kenosha. 

The education of our subject acquired in the 
common schools was supplemented by a short 
course in a commercial school of Racine. He 
was early inured to the hard labor of farm life, 
and when a youth he learned the trade of a car- 
penter and „joiner, which he foliowed for ten 
years. In March, 1872, he married Miss Hattie 
‚Urban, a native of Caldonia Township, Racine 
County, and unto them were born two children—- 
Anna, who has been educated in instrumental 
music; and Barbara, who yet attends school. In 
1880 Mr. Swantz was called upon to mourn the 
loss of his wife, who died on the 18th of May, 
-and was laid to rest in Union Grove Cemetery. 
On the 11th of June, 1882, he married Miss Amelia 
Meister, a native of Prussia, Germany, and unto 
them were born three children—Lizzie, Edward 
and Ernst. 

Since the time when he cast his first Presidential 
vote for Gen. Grant Mr. Swantz has been a warm 
advocate of Republican principles and for the 
long period of eighteen years he has held the of- 
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fice of Clerk of the school district. He has sho 
served as Supervisor of his township for three 
years and isa man worthy of the confidence and 
trust of his fellow-townsmen. The cause of edu- 
cation has ever found in him a warm friend, for 
he believes it to be the talisman to success in life. 
He and his wife and children are ail members of 
the Lutheran Church in Paris Township, of which 
his father was one of the founders, and for six 
years he has served as its Treasurer and Trustee. 
His pleasant farm of ninety-eight acres of land is 
situated within a mile and a half of Union Grove, 
and the neat appearance of the place indicates the 
thrift and enterprise of the owner and the super- 
vision of one who is a careful and painstaking 
manager. 


A ILLI AM J. HIGGIE has been engaged in 
y business as a dealer in wood and coal in 

* A Racine since 1885 and has now an ex- 
cellent trade in that line as the result of his enter- 
prise, perseverance, fair dealing and his courteous 
treatment, He has the honor of being a native 
born citizen of Racine, his birth having occurred in 
this city, February 18, 1856. He is of Scotch 
descent. His father, Capt. William M. Higgie was 
a native of Scotland and on his emigration to 
America took up his residence in Racine, becoming 
one of the pioneer settlers of this city. He won 
his titie as commander of a vessel upon the lakes 
and until incapacitated by age he followed his 
chosen vocation. Twice was Capt. Higgie married. 
He first wedded a lady in Scotland and in this 
country he wedded Miss Margaret Peele, who was 
born on the Emerald Isle and came to this country 
with her parents after she had attained to mature 
years. The Captain was a prominent member of 
the Masonic order and was held in high regard by 
those who knew him. His death occurred in 1882, 
his wife surviving him about six years, 

The subject of this sketch has made Racine his 
home throughout his entire life with the exception 
of two years spentin Chicage during his childhood, 
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He was well fitted for a business life by the educa- 
tion he acquired in the Racine High School. He 
followed the lakes with his father for about four 
years but tiring of that life, he entered the employ 
of Mr. Morris, a wood and coal dealer of Racine, 
with whom he remained for several years. In 1883 
he embarked in business for himself as proprietor 
of a grocery store which he carried on for two 
years. Selling out at the expiration of that time 
he established a coal and wood yard and has since 
continued in his present line of trade, 
having been located at his present place of busi- 
ness for two years. 

In his political afliliations Mr. Higgie is a Re- 
publican, having supported that party since he 
attained his majority. He takes considerable 
interest in political affairs and keeps well informed 
concerning the leading questions of the day. He 


has held several local offices of honor and trust, the | 
duties of which were ever faithfully discharged | 


and he thus won the confidence of his constituents 
and others concerned. However the greater part 


of his time and attention has been devoted to his | 


business in which he has met with excellent success. 
His trade has steadily increased from the begin- 
ning and his customers and those who have had 
dealings with him regard him as fair and honor- 
able. His reputation in business circlés is one of 
which he may well be proud. As a citizen he is 
public spirited and progressive, watchful for the 
best interests of the community and willing to aid 
in the advancement of the welfare of his native 
city. 


SS AA 


ENRY KEHL, In., foundry clerk at J. I. 
Case’s Threshing Machine Works, of Ra- 
cine, has been an employe of that company 

WS) since February, 1870, a record of which he 

may well be proud. On December 13, 1853, he 

was born in Racine, and is a son of Henry and 

Christina (Scheib) Kehl. His parents were born 

in Glan Obernheim Kentan Obermoschel Rhein p- 

fals Bayern, Germany, in 1825. They were 

married in Racine, Wis., in 1850, where they have 
since made theirhome. They have two sons and 


| 


Charles Henry, who married Miss Annie Teide- 
mann, is an attorney and counselor-at-law in 
Chicago; and Lydia, wife of John B. Hanson, of 
Racine, an employe of the Fish Bros. Wagon 
Company. Mr. Kehl, Sr., has been employed in 
various ways and has always been an industrious 
and upright man. 

Henry Kehl, Jr., was educated in the public 
schools of his native city, and in 1870 began learn- 
ing the moulder’s trade in the foundry of J. I. 
Case’s Threshing Machine Company. He mas- 
tered his trade im due time, and in December, 
1888, was appointed to his present position. The 
lady who is now Mrs. Kehl, bore the maiden name 
of Elizabeth Veth. They were married in Ravine, 
March 7, 1877. Mrs. Kehl was born in Chicago, 
III., and isa daughter of George and Elizabeth 
Veth, natives of Germany, who emigrated to this 
country in 1852. Five children constitute the 
family circle, three sons and two daughters, the 
eldest of whom, Amanda, died at the age of three 
years. Those living are Charles Henry, George 
Anthony, Ralph John and Olive Esther, the young- 
est. All were born in Racine. 

In his political views Mr. Kehl is a Republican, 
and in their religious belicf he and his wife are 
Presbyterians. He has become a Knight Templar 
Mason, holding membership with Belie City Lodge, 
No. 92, A. F. & A. M.; Orient Chapter, No. 12, R. 
A. M., and Racine Commandery, No. 7, K. T. He 
is a member of the Northwestern Masonic Aid In- 
surance Company; also of the Madison Masonic 
Aid Association of the Masonic Accident Associa- . 
tion at Des Moines, lowa; and of the Case Benevo- 
lent Association of Racine. In the line of foundry 
work Mr. Kehl is a skilled mechanic, and has 
proved a competent and reliable clerk in that de- 
partment of the J. 1. Case Threshing Machine 
Company. About one hundred and twenty men 
are employed in the foundry as molders and help- 
ers and seventeen tons of casting are made and are 


accounted for by the clerk daily. The position is 
one requiring great care and exactness in detail, 
and the present incumbent has discharged the du- 
ties devolving upon him with expedition and ac- 
curacy. He stands high in the Masonic order as a 
worthy member of its various branches, and is 


a daughter—Henry, the subject of this sketch; | held in high esteem by his fellow-citizens. 


O. R. JOHNSON. 
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TIS RUSSELL JOHNSON is President of the 
Union National Bank of Racine. In busi- 
ness circles but few men are more widely 

known than the gentleman whose name heads this 


| 
| 


sketch, He was born in Winthrop, Kenebec County, | 
Me., on the 2d of April, 1815, and is descended | 


from one of three brothers who came from Eng- 


in Virginia. Of the one who settled in Massachu- 
setts, O, R. Johnson is a descendant. Samuel John- 
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and as an inspiration to every young man who 
would rise in the world. Beginning as he did on 
the shoe bench, he has by his own industry, fru- 
gality and judicious investment accumulated a for- 
tune. In truth, he is generally believed to be one 
of the wealthiest men in the State, and his accu- 


| mulations are the result of his own well-directed 
land to America about 1716, and settled, one in | 
Massachusetts, one in Connecticut, and the third | 


son, the grandfather of oursubject, emigrated from | 


Massachusetts to Maine, where he engaged in farm- 
ing. 

His son, Moses Johnson, the father of O. R., was 
born prior to the removal vf the family from the 
Bay State. 
er’s trade and in course of time became quite an 
extensive manufacturer for those days. 


efforts. 

In Saugatuck, Allegan County, Mich., Mr. John- 
son wedded Miss Emily Wells, a native of the Em- 
pire State. The marriage ceremony was performed 
in August, 1853, and unto them have been born 
six children: Otis W., who is superintendent of 


| the Fish Bros. Wagon Company of Racine, and is 
also extensively engaged in the lumber trade; 


In early life he learned the shoemak- | 


Thomas L. and Charles R., who are lumber dealers 
in California; Mary, Jeanette and Frank J., who 


| are yet at home. 


His labors | 


were suddenly brought toa close by his death atthe | 


age of thirty-three. 


His wife, whose maiden name | 


was Philomelia Jewett, was also of English extrac- | 


tion and a native of Massachuetts. Unto them were 
born six children, four of whom are yet living: 


In political sentiment Mr. Johnson was a Whig 
until the rise of the Republican party, his first. 
Presidential vote having been cast for the Whig 
candidate of 1836. Notwithstanding Mr. Johnson 


| is in his seventy-seventh year, he is still vigorous 


Mrs. A. B. Davis and Mrs. E. J. Calkins, of San | 


Francisco, Cal., and Mrs. Samuel Adams, of De- 
troit, Mich.. being the daughters. 


family. His childhood days were spent in Maine, 
but at the age of eleven years he commenced to 


and gives his personal attention to business affairs. 
ile ig President of the Union National Bank, and 


| of the Fish Bros’. Wagon Company, both of Racine, 
and as previously said, and truly, he is one of the 
O. R. Johnson is the only surviving son of the | 


learn the trade of a shoemaker, serving a seven | 
years’ apprenticeship, after which he worked for | 


some three or four years as a journcyman. 


He | 


then opened a shop on his own accountin Camden, | 


Me., and worked up an excellent business in that 
line, employing a number of hands. In 1844, he 
determined to try his fortune in the West and lo- 


cated in Chicago, where with a partner he ran a | 


shoe and leather store under the firm title of 
Welis € Johnson. Two years later he removed to 
Ganges, Allegan County, Mich., where for five 


years he carried on a tannery, after which, in 1855, 


he commenced to manufacture and deal in lumber, 


having followed that business ever since, owning | 


| 


and operating several mills, besides other interests. | 


The record of Mr. Johnson's business career is of 
interest and might well prove of profit to poor boys 
11 


most prominent business men of Southeastern Wis- 
consin. 


B. NORTHROP, Cashier of the Manufac- 
X turers National Bank of Racine, Wis., was 
born October 2, 1830, in Galway, Saratoga 
County. N. York., being the youngest son 
of Dr. Booth Northrop. an eminent and successful 
physician of the Allopathic School of Medicine. 
While quite young his parents removed to Canan- 
daigua, and a few years later to Medina, Orleans 
County, N. Y., where at the age of eight years he 
lost his father who died from overwork in his pro- 
fession at the age of forty-nine. 
The subject of this sketch, Byron Booth Nor- 
throp, was educated at Yates Academy in Orleans 
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County, N. Y., and at Homer Academy in Calhoun 
County, Mich., where for several years he made his 
home with his eldest brother, Rev. Henry H. North- 
rop. Afterwards returning to Medina, N. Y., he 
prepared for college under the instruction of the 
eminent educator and scholar Daniel W. Fish, A. 
M., now widely known as the author of Fish’s 
Arithmetics and reviser of Robinson’s Mathematics. 

In 1847 he entered the University of Michigan 
at Ann Arbor, pursued its classical course and 
graduated in 1855 receiving the degree of A. B., 
under the presidency of Henry P. Tappen, LL. D., 
and the degree of A. M., in 1878 under the presi- 
dency of James B. Angell, LL. D. After gradu- 
ating he was for several years in the employ of A. 
S. Barnes & Co., New York, acting as their general 
agentin Michigan in bringing their publications 
to the notice of the teachers and educational men 
of that State. 

In 1859 associated with his second brother, 
George C. Northrop he established the “Bank of 
B. B. Northrop & Company,“ which continued in 
successful operation for twelve years and until 
merged in the Manufacturers National Bank of 
Racine, in March, 1871. He was united in marriage 
with Miss Alice Theresa Porter, youugest daughter 
of the late Allen Porter, formerly of Hartford, 
Conn., on January 20, 1863. There have been 
born to them three children: Allen Booth, May, 
and George Porter. 

Upon the organization of the Manufacturers 
National Bank of Racine in March, 1871, Mr. 
Northrop was elected its Cashier and continues to 
hold that position at this writing, 1892. He has 
also been for twenty-one years one of the nine di- 
rectors of that bank. Although attending strictly 
to business and in no sense a politician he always 
takes a decided interest in public affairs. In the 
spring of 1877 he was nominated hy the Republi- 
cans for Mayor of Racine, but failed of an election. 

In the fall of 1877 he was chosen a delegate to 
the Republican State Convention and was placed 
upon the Committee on Resolutions, At the char- 
ter election of 1878 he was elected School Commis- 
sioner from the Second Ward of Racine and upon 
the organization of the School Board was elected 
President of the Board of Education, In 1885 


Mr. Northrop was elected Alderman from the Sec- 
ond Ward and appointed Chairman of the Finance 
Committee of the City Council by Hon. Joseph 
Miller, Mayor. He also served during his term of 
two years on the Committee on Revision of the 
City Charter, Lake Shore Protection and the Water 
Works Committee, the three most important special 
committees of the Council. 

In 1887 he was appointed School Commissioner 
from the Second Ward by the Mayor, Hon. D.A. Olin 
and made Chairman of the Finance Committee of 
the School Board by the President, Hon. J. B. 
Quarles. In the spring of 1888 he was elected 
President of the School Board to which position he 
has been re-elected up to the present date of 1892, 
thus holding the important position of President 
of the Board of Education for four years. Mr. 
Northrop united with the Presbyterian Church in 
1862 upon confession of faith; was Superintendent 
of the Sabbath School several years and is now one 
of the nine Elders of that church. 

The subject of this brief article first came to 
Wisconsin in 1842 when twelve yearsof age, land- 
ing at Racine from a lighter off the shore, the har- 
bor not permitting large steamers to cnter. He 
remained with his sister, Mrs. H. S. Hulburd, at 
Rochester, Racine County, for a year or more at- 
tending school, and after years of absence returned 
to Racine for a permanent residence in 1859, Thus 
it would seem proper to class Mr. Northrop as one 
of the old settlers of Racine County. 


born in Burlington, Perthshire, Scotland, 
on the 3d of September, 1823, and died at 
his home in Norway Township, Racine 
County, April 2. 1890, respected by all who knew 
him. His parents, Alexander and Rachel (Robert- 
son) Anderson, were also natives of Scotland, 
where they grew to man and womanhood and were 
married. In 1842, accompanied by their family, 
they had sailed for New York, and from thence 
came to Wisconsin, locating first in Milwaukee but 
soon afterward came to Ravine County and took 


up their cosida upon the farm share the wife of 
onrsubject yet makes her home. It was then wild 
land, entirely unimproved, but the labors of the 
husband soon wrought a transformation and in 
place of a barren tract, waving fields of grain gave 
promise of beautiful harvests. The death of 
Alexander Anderson Sr. occurred on 
16, 1871, and that of his wife June 7, 1872. 
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country, toosting in Waukesha, ' Wis. „ in 1858, 
There Mrs. Anderson opened a dress-making shop 
and carried on an extensive trade in that line until 


| her marriage, when she came to the farm in Nor- 


way Township, where she still resides. 


November | 


Our subject was a self-made man both from a | 


financial and educational standpoint, but by 


his | 


own efforts he became well informed and also ob- | 


tained-a handsome property. 


his principal avocation. July 20, 1863, he was 
united in marriage with Miss Alison H. Hamilton, 
who in her native land, Scotland, was both reared 
and educated. They began their domestic life 


upon the old Anderson homestead which our sub- | 
The | 


ject managed and controlled until his death. 
farm which was so long his home comprises one 
hundred and sixty acres of valuable land, well 
improved with a substantial residence, good barns 
and outbuildings. He made it one of the best 
farms in the town of Norway, and was regarded 
by his fellow-citizens as a most industrious, enter- 
prising and progressive man. 

In his political affiliations, Mr. Anderson was a 
Republican and a warm supporter of the principles 
of that party, although he never was an aspirant 
for office, preferring to devote hisentire attention 
to his business interests and the enjoyment of his 
home. He wasa consistent member and zealous 
worker in the United Presbyterian Church and 
helped found the United Presbyterian Church in 
Yorkville. 


He began life for 
himself at the age of nineteen and farming was | 


He was charitable to others, the poor | 


found in him a friend and his many acts of kind- | 
ness, quietly performed, won him the love aud | 


esteem of all. In his business affairs he prospered 
and of his means he gave liberally to church and 
benevolent work. 

Mr. Anderson lost his first wife in 1876, her 
death occurring on the 4th of January. He was 


The death 
of Mr. Anderson occurred on the 2nd of April 
1890. In cónnection with his wife, he left a son 
to mourn his loss, John Alexander. Two children 
were born of his first marriage, but the daughter, 
Isabella R., died at the age of seven years. 

John Alexander Anderson, the son, has spent 
his entire life in this county, and in the usual 
manner of farmer lads the days of his boyhood 
and youth were passed. His early education ac- 
quired in the district schools of the neighborhood, 
was supplemented by a course in the Rochester 
Seminary and he then returned home to take charge 
of the farm and its management. Mr. Anderson 
possesses good business ability, 1s sagacious and in 
his undertakings has met with excellent Success, 
He is both a practical and progressive farmer 
and is also a valued citizen of the community, one 
who takes an active interest in every enterprise 
calculated to promote the general welfare. In the 
United Presbyterian Church he is a prominent 
member and now serving as Elder. He takes an 
active part in church work and as every true Amer- 
ican citizen should be, is interested in political af- 
fairs. Since he attained his majority he has given 
his support to the Republican party. John An- 
derson is both well and favorably known through- 
out this community and with Mrs. Alexander An- 
derson resides upon the old home farm. 


WELSH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 
Racine, Villa Street, between Seventh and 
Eighth Streets. The first Welsh service was 


| heid in Racine in the month of August, 1841. The 


again married in Waukesha, June 29, 1880, his | 
second union being with Janet Howie, a native of 
Scotland, a daughter of John and Janet (Mair) | 
Howie. Her father died in his native land, after 
which the mother came with her daughter to this 


place was the house of Robert Owen, located in 
that part of the city known now as the First Ward. 
Later in the same year, most of the Welsh people 
moved to the neighborhood of Pike Grove,and very 
soon after service was commenced there, when it 


par 7 0 


— 
— 


— — 
— ———äb̃——ñ— — —&—4Aů ———— — e re 


. T 


. —̃— —v—j . en ann 


254 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPIIICAL ALBUM. 


ceased in the then village of Racine. In the summer 
of 1842 a large number of Welsh immigrants set- 
tled in the village, and service was revived again; 
the first was held at the house of William Hughes, 
and it was continued from house to house until 
1844, when a frame church building was erected; 
it measured 18x30 feet. The first Welsh minister 
in Racine was Richard Davies, whocame here in the 
summer of 1842, and continued to preach in con- 
junction with others, until 1849, both in the vil- 
lage and Pike Grove. The church was formally 
organized as a Calvinistic Methodist Church, Octo- 
ber, 1843, although there had been an union 
church for about a year previous, The church at 
its organization numbered about twenty-five—a 
few of them still survive. The lot on which the 
church is built was given by one David Jenkins, 
in trust to Humphrey Evans, as a site for a Welsh 
church, Jenkins having pre-empted the lot, It was 
not unfil the 15th of June, 1849, that the trustees, 
viz: William W. Vaughan, Thomas E. Jehu, and 
Humphry Evans, received a deed from the State 
for the lot. In the fall of 1850 the congregation 
had increased, so that it was found necessary to 
add twelve fect to the length of the building. ‘The 


present brick church was erected in 1856 and a | 


gallery was added in 1867, In 1876 the lecture- 
room in the rear of the church was built, In 1883 


the church was entirely renovated, painted inside | 


and out,new seats and stained glass windows were 


putin. In 1891 the Socicty bought a parsonage, 
in a convenient locality for the church Thechurch | 
property is clear of debt, and only $300 on the 


parsonage. 


the church: The Rev. Richard Davies and others 
from 1842 to 1849; Rev. Edward T. Evans, father 


ary, from 1850 to 1854; Rev. Thomas Foulkes part 


of 1855-6 and part of 1857. The church was sup- | 


plied by several until 1860, when the Rev. Thomas 
H. Roberts, father of the present pastor, came 
here and remained until the spring of 1862; the 
Rev. William Hughes, from 1862 to 1872. For 


the next two years the church depended on sup- | 


plies. In May, 1872, the Rev. Joseph Roberts 


summer of 1889. The church was again without 
a pastor for two years. In the spring of 1891 a 
unanimous call was given to the Rev. Robert T. 
Roberts, M. A., then Superintendent of the State 
Public School at Sparta, Wis., and he accepted the 
call, and commenced his ministry August 1, 1891. 
At the present time there are about two hundred 
and twenty-five church members, two hundred and 
ten in the Sabbath-school, and from three hundred 
to four hundred adherents. The church in the last 
twenty-six years has collected for different religi- 
ous causes, over $54,000. 

The present oflicers of the church are: Lewis T. 
Roberts, James R. Morris; Evan R. Evans, William 
W. Davies, and John II. Jones, Deacons, and 
Thomas Lloyd Williams, Secretary. 


NR. EVAN ROWLAND EVANS, senior mem- 
| ber of the firm of E. R. Evans & Son, veterin- 
$ ary surgeons of Racine, claims Wales as the 
land of his nativity. His birth occurred in Mont- 
gomeryshire on the 20th of August, 1836, and he is 
a son of Evan R. and Catherine (Davis) Evans. 
His parents were also natives of Wales and both 
spent their lives in that country, where the father 
followed farming as a means of livelihood. He 
died at the age of sixty-six years, and his wife de- 
parted this life when about sixty-two years of age. 
They were devout members of the Welsh Congre- 


| gational Church. 
The following persons have acted as pastors of | 


We now take up the personal history of our 
subject, who is numbered among the enterpising 


| business men of Racine. The days of his boyhood 
of Prof. Llewellyn J. Evans, D.D., of Lane Semin- | 


and youth were spent upon his father’s farm and 
his education was acquired at the home school. 
Wishing to try his fortune in America, when a 


| young man of eighteen years he crossed the broad 


Atlantic to America in 1854, locating in Utica, 
N. Y., where he became a student in the Veterinary 
College of that city,from which institution he was 
graduated in the Class of *58, 

We now come to another important event in the 


commenced his ministry, which lasted until the | life of Dr. Evans, On the 9th of April, 1859, he 


was s united in marriage in Oriskany, N. Y., to Miss 
Margaret Roberts, a native of Wales, and a daugh- 
ter of Robert J. and Laura Roberts. The Doctor 
entered upon the practice of his profession in Utica, 
N. V., where he continued to labor until June, 
1874, which year witnessed the emigration of him- 
self and family to Racine, Wis., where he soon 
built up an extensive and lucrative practice. In 
1886 he erected his substantial stables and equine 
infirmary. The main building is built of brick and 
stone and is 90x80 feet and two stories high, while 
an additional building, one story in height, the 
dimensions of which are 30x80 feet, is built of 
wood. The stables and office are situated at the 
southeast corner of Wisconsin and Seventh Streets. 
The institution of Dr. Evans & Son is the most 
complete in its appointments of any in Southern 
Wisconsin and is kept in a systematic manner that 
recommends it to the public as a popular boarding 
place for horses and a safe and convenient resort 
for invalid horses or other stock. A well supplied 
dispensary is attached to the office, where all need- 
ful medicines for use in their practice are kept by 
the proprictors. 

Christmas Evans, the junior member of the firm, 
a native of Utica, N. Y., was born November 2, 
1860, and was graduated from the New York Vet- 
erinary College in the Class of ’83, after which he 
returned to Racine and joined his father as the 
junior partner of the firm which is still in exıst- 
ence. He is the eldest in the family of seven 
children, numbering two sons and five daughters, 
He married Franc Jones, daughter of Capt. O. D. 
Jones, and a native of Racine. The younger mem- 


hers are, Laura, Kate, Maggie, Ruth, John and | 


Winnie. The second daughter is now the wife of 
Edward A. Hinricks, of Davenport, Iowa. 
the youngest were born in Utica, N. Y. 


Dr. E. R. Evans is a Republican in politics and | 


served as a member of the Common Council of Ra- 
cine during the years 1887 and 1888. He and his 
family are members of the Welsh Congregational 
Church, of which the Doctor has been a Trustee 
for sixteen years. 


Elizabeth, who is the wife of Isaac Griffiths and 
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All but | 


He was the first of the family | 


to come to America and only one other of the | in England and Wales took the Calvinistic type of 


original family is now in this country, a sister, | 


ae 
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resides in Galva; Kan. He eN two sisters 1 
in London, England, Catherine and Jane. John, 
the Doctor's only brother, is a farmer residing on 
the old homestead in Wales. In his profession Dr. 
Evans is very proficient and is well and favorably 
known in business circles, 


SHE WELSH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 

M AN The denomination commonly known as the 
=2) Calvinistic Methodist Church, had its origin 
in Wales about the year 1737. The principal 


agents in its formation were the Rev. Daniel Row- 


lands, of Llangetho, and Howell Harris, of Tre- 
vecca. 

These two men were awakened to the low state 
of religion among their fellow-countrymen, about 
the same time, but unknown to each other. Al- 
though the Established Church had its churches 
and minısters all over Wales, yet there was but 
very little vital relıgion anywhere. The ministers 
in this respect, were no better than the common 
people, and were wholly given to amusements and 
worldly pleasures. Their ministration had lost its 
power over the hearts and the consciences of their 
hearers. Rowlands and Harris went about the 
country to warn the people of their lost condition 
as sinners, and to proclaim the offer of salvation 
through Jesus Christ. Other clergymen were also 
aroused and joined them in their endeavors; one 
of them was the Rev. William Williams, Pant-y- 
celyn, the “sweet singer of Wales,“ the author of 
those well-known and beautiful hymns: “ Guide 
me, O, Thou Great Jehovah,” etc., and“ O’er the 
gloomy hills of darkness,’’ ete. 

About the same time a great religious awakening 
took place in England, through the instrumentality 
of Wesley and Whitfield. In England the follow- 


| ers of Wesley took the Arminian type of theology; 
| and its adherents are known the world over, as 


Wesleyan Methodists, or Episcopal Methodists. 
The followers of Whitfield, Rowlands and Harris 


theology. In Wales, in particular, they adopted 


| the Presbyterian form of church government; and 
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so the Welsh Calvinistic Methodist Church is to all 
intent and purpose, a Presbyterian Church. Its 
confession of faith is almost identical with the 
Westminster Confession of Faith, with the objec- 
tionable features of the latter climinated. Religi- 
ous societies were formed all over Wales, and meet- 
ing-houses were erected, where lay preachers and 
clergymen of the Established Church, who had nut 


as yet severed their connection with the mother- | 


church, preached. As the good work progressed 
and churches multiplied, it was felt that more or- 
dained ministers were needed to administer the 
sacraments. In the year 1811 a number of the 
lay-preachers were ordained to the full office of the 
minisu y. From that time forward the denomina- 
tion has been entirely separated from the Estab- 
lished Church. The one man who had more to do 
than anyone else in moulding it to its present 
form, was the Rev. Thomas Charles, of Bala, the 
originator of the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety. The Calvinistic Methodist Church is the 
most numerous denomination in Wales. It has 
one hundred and thirty-six thousand church mem- 
bers and two hundred and fifty thousand adherents. 
It has two theological seminaries and several pre- 
paratory schools. It sustains several very success- 
ful missionary stations in Cazsia Hills, India, and 
elsewhere. 
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ETER M. ANDSION, who follows general 
farming on section 36, in the town of 
Norway, Racine County, was born on the 
5th of December, 1822, in the country of 

Norway where his father, Ole Peterson, was also 
born. The latter, after attaining to mature years, 
married Ingeborg Andsion, also a native of Nor- 
way, where they reared a family and spent their 
entire lives as farming people. They now lie 
buried in the neighboring churchyard near which 
they so long resided: 

The subject of this sketch was educated in the 
common-schools of his native land and no event 
of special importance occurred to vary the monot- 
ony of farm life when a lad. In May, 1845, he 


| gust 11, 


marr ried 2 Sophia Spillum, 3 of Elling 
Spillum, who was likewise born in Norway. Four 
years later Mr. Andsion emigrated with his wife 
and son to America, taking passage in a vessel which 
left Bergen and after a voyage of nine weeks 
dropped anchor in the harbor of New York, Au- 
1849. It was his intention to seek a 
home in the West, and he then made his way up 
the Hudson River to Albany, by canal to Buffalo 
and by the lakes to Milwaukee. Eighteen wecks 
after leaving his home in Norway he reached that 
city and then made the remainder of the journey 
on foot to Racine County. His wife remained 
with her son, ther a small boy, in Milwaukee, un- 
til he had provided a home for them. In con 
nection with Elling Spillum & Sons, Mr. Andsion 
purchased eighty acres of raw land but before long 
it had the appearance of a well cultivated farm. 
Much arduous labor was acquired to accomplish 
this and many hardships and trials were to be 
borne, yet he came to America with a determina- 
tion to succeed and hus realized his expectations 
fully. In connection with farming they built a 
shop and engaged in blacksmithing for fifteen 
years, thereby adding not a little to their income. 
After five years they divided their land and by 
additional purchase Mr. Andsion has increased the 
original amount until his farm now comprises one 
hundred and sixty acres upon which is a large 
substantial residence, together with a large barn 
with a basement, a granery and other necessary 
outbuildings. 

Unto Mr. und Mrs. Andsion have been born 
four children, but two are now deceased—Mrs. 
Maggie Frederickson, who died in 1889, leaving 
three children, Edward J., Sophia M. and Julia 
Amanda. Edward Andsion died at the age of 
three and a half years. The two living children 
are Julia, widow of Helmer C. Peterson; and Ellen, 
at home. 

The parents of this family are members of theLuth- 
eran Church. Mr. Andsion has led a busy and useful 


| life, yet aside from his business he has foand time 


to serve in official positions, being for some fifteen 
years a member of the School Board. He was also 
a member of the Town Board of Supervisors and 
served as its Chairman for three years. A stal- 


party since its organization, previous to which 
time he wasa Freesoiler and cast his first Presiden- 
tial vote for John P. Hale. He is known to his 
fellow-townsmen as a man of sterling worth, un- 
pretensious in manner, yet possessing many excel- 
lencies of character. He discharged the duties of 


the offices which he had been called upon to fill | 


with promptness and fidelity and in his business 
dealings has been fair and straightforward. What- 
ever success he has achieved in life is due to his 


own efforts and prosperity has followed his foot- | 


steps. We take pleasure in presenting to our 
readers this brief sketch of the life work of Peter 
Andsion. 


© HARLES JONAS was born at Malesow, Bo- 
(7 hemia, October 30, 1840. He reveived his 
4 


first education at the common- school of his 
native place and when ten years old, was sent to 
the higher schools of Kuttenberg. At the age of 
eighteen he graduated from the Bohemian Real 
School at Prague and entered the Polytechnic In- 
stitution, hearing also courses of lectures at the 
University. In 1859 he wrote, in the German 
language, a critical essay on the middle-school 
system then in vogue in Bohemia, which treatise 
displeased the Austrian Government and was 
seized while in course of publication. Itsubjected 
him to spiteful persecution by the Austrian au- 
thorities, which culminated in his banishment from 
Prague, in May, 1860. He left his native country 
secretly in October of the same year, and went to 
London, where he lived as a newspaper correspon- 
dent until the year 1863. Being called to America 
to take charge of the newspaper Slavie, the first 
journal in the Bohemian language on this side of 
the ocean, founded in 1360 by Frank Korizek, of 


Racine. he sailed from Liverpool on the 25th of | 


February, 1863, coming directly to Racine, which 
has become his permanent home. In 1870 he made 
a trip to Europe, during which the Franco-German 
War broke out, and having obtained permission 
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through the recommendation of George Bancroft, 
at that time American Minister at Berlin, he went 


to the seat of war and was one of the first foreign- 


ers who entered Paris, in January, 1871, after the 
signing uf the preliminaries of peace at Versailles. 
Returning soon thereafter to Germany, he waited 
for the ratification of the Naturalization Treaty 
between the United States and Austria, agreed 
upon shortly before, and then visited his native 
country, where he found his aged mother still 
living, but his father in the grave, 

During his stay in Europe he wrote an essay on 
“Federation in Austria, also a treatise on “The 
Social Position of Woman, especially in England 
and America;”’ further, a book on the “Causes of 
the Downfall of France,’’ and a book on “The 
American Constitution and Self-government;’’ all 
of which were published in Prague and partly 
translated from the Bohemian into other langua- 
ges. He is the author of the first Dictionary of 
the Bohemian and English .languages ever pub- 
lished, which came out in 1876 at Racine, and has 
since been revised and enlarged. In 1883 his 
popular “American Interpreter”” left the press and 
has since passed through half-a-dozen editions. 
A treatise on the “American Common and Statute 
Law,” written by him, has also been repeatedly 
issued. In response to a lively demand he wrote 
and published in 1890 a popular Bohemian course 
for English-speaking people, entitled “Bohemian 
Made Easy.“ He has retained control of the 
newspaper Slavie since his settlement in Racine, 
together with his younger brother, Frederic Jonas, 
who has been the business manager of the firm 
since 1868. Another weekly publication, of a lit- 
erary character, entitled Rodina (The Family), was 
added to the Slavie in the year 1880 and has 
shared 1ts prosperity ever since, in spite of a stead- 
ily increasing competition in the field of Bohe- 
mian journalism in this State and all over the 
Union. 

Politically, Charles Jonas acted with the Repub- 
lican party until 1872, when he joined the- liberal 
movement, afterward attaching himself to the 
Democratic party and taking an active part in the 
political campaigns as a member of the State Cen- 
tral and Executive Committees of Wisconsin and 
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as n public speaker in different States. Having 


served for several years as a member of the Com- | 
mon Council of Racine, he was elected a member | 


of the legislature in 1877, and State Senator in 


1882, though living in a district then strongly | 


Republican. In 1885 President Cleveland ap- 
pointed him United States Consul at Prague, but 
the Austrian Government objected on the ground 
that he had been implicated in Austrian politics. 


In October, 1886, however, the Austrian Minister | 
at Washington officially notified the Secretary of | 


State, Mr. Bayard, that the objection had been 
withdrawn. Charles Jonas was reappointed Con- 
sul November 17, 1886, and left for his post of 
duty, where he was exceedingly well received and 
treated with distinction by the authorities and the 
people. Under his management the Consulate at 
Prague was raised to a higher class,and he handed 
it to his successor, Roger C. Spooner, appointed by 
President Harrison, on July 16, 1889, returning 
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to his home in November of the same year, after | 


visiting Switzerland and the Universal Exposition 
at Paris. One year later he was elected Lieuten- 
ant Governor of Wisconsin by a majority of 35, 
000 votes. He married Miss Christine Korizek on 
the 11th of August 1864, and four children have 
been born to them—two daughters and two sons. 


His domestic life has been one of unalloyed pleas- | 


ure and content, from the weddi. g day down to 


the present time, free from any mournful visita- | 


tions or losses which so often interfere with human 
happiness. 


$) ninety-nine acres of land, on section 11, 
Caledonia Township, Racine County, is a 

native of Bohemia. He was born February 15, 
1838, and is the eldest of three children whose 
parents were Frank and Wincentia (Schafar) 
Nechuta, who were also natives of Buhemia. His 


E ina NECHUTA, who owns and operates 


father learned the tailor's trade and when nine- 
toen years of age became head tailor in a large es- 
tablishment, which position he occupied for fifteen 
years. Jn 1853, with his wife and two sons who 
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had been born in the old country, he crossed the 
Atlantic to America. He was well situated as far 
as worldly goods are concerned but it was his de- 
sire to become a resident of the land of liberty. 
Locating in Racine County, Wis., he purchased a 
small farm of twenty acres, which was unimproved 
and at once began its development. Clearing it of 
the timber he planted crops and in the course of 
time his labors were awarded with abundant har- 
vests. He became well-to-do and was comfortably 
situated at the time of his death, which occurred 
in 1869 at the age of sixty-nine years. His wife 
still occupies the old homestead and is now eighty- 
one years of age.| The members of the family are 
Frank of this sketch; Charles, a carpenter living 
near Lacrosse; and Annie, deceased wife of Vin- 
cent Dvoracek. 

The early boyhood days of our subject were 
spent in his native land, where he attended the 
common schools until fifteen years of age, at which 
time he accompanied his parents on their emi- 
gration to the United States. He afterward at- 
tended two winter terms of school and by reading 
and observation has made himself a well-informed 
man. He aided in the development of the new 
farm, performing much of the hard labor incident 
thereto and hau the entire management of the 
place for several years priorto his marriage. At 
the age of twenty-five he wedded Anna Stritesky, 
a native of Bohemia, who came to this country 
when a maiden of seven summers and was reared 
in Caledonia Township. About 1864 Mr. Nechuta 
removed to his present farm which then appeared 
to be of little value. The house was a log cabin of 
one room and a thick growth of timber interspersed 
with fallen logs stood where now may be seen 
fields of waving grain. His labors soon began to 
transform the place in appearance and as his finan- 
cial resources increased he made many substantial 
improvements, The cabin home has long since 
been replaced by a comfortable residence near 
which stands good barns and outbuildings. 

Three children have been born of the union 
of Mr. and Mrs. Nechuta—Frank, who now 
operates the home farm; Annie, wife of Jo- 
seph Lorenz who is engaged in agricultural pur- 
suits in Caledonia; and Joseph at home. This 


M. B. ERSKINE. 
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family is widely and favorably known m 
the community and Mr, Nechuta is accounted one 
of the well-to-do and influential farmers of the 
county. Heisa member of the society, Osveta, 
but has never taken a very active part in public 
affairs, preferring to devote his time and attention 
to his business interests, His labors have been at- 
tended with an excellent degree of success. and 
from astruggling farmer he has been transformed 
into one of the substantial citizens. He is heldin 
high esteem by his many friends and acquaint- 
ances, many of whom have known him during the 
thirty-eight years of his residence in the county. 


N * A era 


V ASSENA B. ERSKINE has been a resident 
A of Racıne for thirty-nine yearsand twenty- 

eight years of that time has been closely 

identified with the manufacturing interests 
of the city. The Erskine family is of Scotch ori- 
gin, having been established in the United States 
by three brothers bearing that name who came 
from fair Scotland in the early part of the 17th 
century and settled in Massachusetts. John Ers- 
kine, the grandfather of our subject, emigrated 
from his native town of Winchester, N. H. to Os- 
wego County, N. Y., where as one of the pioneers, 
he spent the remainder of his life, reaching the ad- 
vanced age of nincty-two years. Walter Erskine, 
the father of Massena, was born in Winchester, 
N. H., and on reaching man’s estate wedded Miss 
Margaret Bowen, a native of Richmond, N. H., 
Her grandfather, Thomas Bowen, moved from 
Rhode Island to Richmond, N. H., 1767, and there 
her father, Zephaniah, was born soon after the sign- 
ing of the Declaration of Independence, October 
10, 1776. 

M. B. Erskine is a native of Massachusetts, his 
birth having occurred in Royalton, Worcester 
County, December 19, 1819. While he was yeta 
boy his father died, leaving a widow and three 
children, one son and two daughters. As Massena 
was the main dependence of the family, he had 
meagre educational advantages. When fifteen 
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years of age he was appr tend ron his niir to 
learn the shoemaker’s trade, but ere that was com- ` 
pleted business became dull and he was thrown 
out of employment. Soon after, he apprenticed 


| himself to a carpenter and builder of Westford, 


| 
| 
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Mass., and on completing his trade he worked in 
that city until 1847, when he and a partner en- 
gaged in the manufacture of wood working ma- 
chinery. The discovery of gold in California set 
the whole country wild with enthusiasm; men of 
all classes, regardless of intelligence, social stand- 
ing or wealth, made a grand rush for the Pacific 
Slope. Mr. Erskine was among the first to start, 
being in the phraseology of the gold hunters, a 
’49er. Sailing from Boston, they doubled Cape 
Horn and in the course of time reached the village 
of San Francisco, where he secured work in a ship 
yard, of which he soon became superintendent, 
building and refitting steam boats to run on the 
Sacramento and San Joaquin Rivers. In the fall 
of 1850 Mr. Erskine returned to Massachusetts 
proposing to take his family to California and 
make that his perr anent home. 

But unforescen circumstances arose which caused 
him to abandon the idea of removing to Califor- 
fornia, and he came to Racine in 1852. Having se- 
cured a position in the shops of J. I. Case, he was 
soon given charge of the mechanical department 
of the works. In 1863, Mr. Case associated with 
him in business, under the firm name of J. I. Case 
& Co., three of his employes who have since be- 
come distinguished in the business world, namely, 
M. B. Erskine, Stephen Bull and Robert H. Baker. 
By tho united efforts of these four gentleman, 

there has been built up the most extensive manu- 
factury of its kind inthe world. Since the organ- 
ization of the company Mr. Erskine has held the 
position of Superintendent. In 1885 he became 
connected with the Racine Wagon and Carriage 
Company, of which he has since been President, 
and is also a director in the Manufacturer’s National 
Bank of Racine and in the First National Bank of 
Burlington, Wis., and President of the First Nat- 
tional Bank of Fargo, N. Dak. 

At a meeting of the Directors of the Manufact- 
ors’ National Bank, January 13, 1892, Mr. Erskine 
was elected President of*the Institution of which 
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ized in 1872 and with which he has been interested 


as stock-holder or director ever since. Mr. Erskine | 


is also Vice-President of the J. I. Case T. M. Co. to 
which office he was elected ata meeting of the di- 
rectors held January 14, 1892. Mr. Erskine had 
for a period of thirty-nine years previous been 
Superintendent and under his administration of this 
very responsible position the business of the estab- 


lishment increased from a production of $75,000 | 


in 1853 to nearly 2,000,000 in 1891, and while 
twenty-five men were employed in 1853, this 
large and enterprising institution now gives em- 
ployment to eight hundred people. He is also 
President of the First National Bank of Fargo, 
N. D. and has been director of the First National 
Bank of Burlington, Wis., since its organization, 
which has recently been reorganized as a State 
Bank of which Mr. Erskine is Vice-President. 

We now turn our attention from the business 
to the home relations of Mr. Erskine. He was 
married in Westford, Mass., April 7, 1841, to Miss 
Susan, daughter of William and Hannah Perry, 
both of whom were lineal descendants of Henry 
Leland who founded that historic family in Amer- 
ica in 1652. Mrs. Erskine is a native of Natick, 
Mass., and is one of ten children. By their union 
five children have been born—Susan E., now de- 
ceased; Freeman W., who enlisted May 14, 1864, in 
Company F, Thirty-ninth Wisconsin Infantry and 
died of typhoid and malarial fever in Memphis, 
Tenn.,on the 8th of July, following; Charies E., 
who is a well-known business man of Racine; 
Emma, wife of W. H. Crosby, of Racine and Flora 
A., wife of Herbert E. Miles, Vice-President and 
Treasurer of the Racine Wagon and Carriage Com- 
pany. 

In religious faith Mrs. Erskine is a Presbyterian. 
In politics Mr. Erskine was a Whig until the rise 
of the Republican party, to the principles of which 
he has since given his support. During the war 
he did his part toward sustaining the Government 
both by giving a son to the Union causeand by 
aiding in raising and equipping troops. When it 
was proposed to erect to the memory of the soldiers 
the monument which now adorns Monument Square 
Mr. Erskine headed the subscription list with $1,- 


000. After a thorough can vass there was still lacking 
$1,500 and the time had come when the full amount 
must be raised or the subscriptions would become 
void. Mr. Erskine, W. T. Lewis and Dr. J. G. 
Meacham Sr. came to the rescue and generously 
guarianteed the $1,500, thus securing the token 
of remembrance so highly prized by the old sold- 
iers. To the writer it has often been remarked 
that Mr. Erskine is one of Racine’s most liberal 
men to public enterprises and one of the most 
charitable, though it would never be known if we 
had to learn of the fact through him. For five 
years he was Treasurer and a member of the Board 
of Directors of the Taylor Orphan Asylum. Besides 
serving as School Commissioner and on the Board 
of Supervisors he has been four times honored 
with the position of Mayor of Racine, a distinction 
which no one else has enjoyed. His admistrations 
covered the years 1869, 1870, 1871 and 1880. For 
nearly thirty years Mr. Erskine has been connected 
with the business interests of Racine and from a 
good sized country town he has witnessed its 
growth to one of the leading manfuacturing con- 
ters of the State and his own prosperity has been 
commensurate with that of the city. Beginning here 
with nothing, he has arisen by hard work, good 
management and judicious investment to a place 
among the wealthiest men of the county. His 
home is a magnificent structure at 1042 Main Street 
where he expects to spend the rest of his days in 
retirement. 


an u ne 


ARI US J. MOREY, General Superintendent 
of the Fish Brothers Wagon Company's 
Factory, is also a stockholder in that com- 
pany, and a member of the Board of 
Directors. A leading business man of Racine, he 
is also one of its pioneer settlers of 1846. He was 
born in St. Lawrence County, N. V., March 3, 
1843, and is a son of John T. and Catherine 
(Styles) Morey. His father was born in the Green 
Mountain State August 5, 1810, and is a lineal 
descendant of Gideon Morey, who was a member 
of the Mayflower’s historic band. His mother was 


born in the Empire State April 24, 1824, and on 
her father's side was of English descent, her pa- 
ternal grandfather being an English soldier who 
served in Wellingion' Army. Her mother was a 
descendant of Highland Scotch people, who be- 
longed to Clan McDonald. 

In 1846, as before stated, the subject of this 
sketch came to Racine with his parents and spent 
five years in the city, when in 1851 the family re- 
moved to Waupaca County, of this State, where 
they located on the so-called Indian land, then 
just opened to settlement. The land was very 
sandy and almost worthless for agricultural pur- 
poses, but like man y others seeking homes in a new 
country, Mr. Morey's father knew very little of 
farming or of the character of soil most desirable. 
Consequently his crops were poor. As he was a 


consumptive and unable to endure hard labor or 
exposure, the burlen of providing for the family 
devolved upon the wife and older children. 

Our subject was the eldest, and he was but cight 
years of age when they settled on the Indian land. 


Five years later his father died. Their lot had nec- 
essarily been a hard one, and during the father's 
long illness and after his death the care of the 
family devolved upon the oldest son, assisted by 
his mother. The only means, exvept their scant 
crops, that the inhospitable nature of their sur- 
roundings admitted of, was the sale of shingles 
made from the scattering pine trees on their claim. 
These were cut by Darius and his mother and 
drawn from the woods on a hand-sled. Hardship, 
privation and suffering had to be endured in a 
greater degree than can be told. The mother died 
August 8, 1861, and soon after this sad event our 
subject returned to Racine. ‘The years spent on 
the sand barrens of Waupaca County had robbed 
him of the advantages of schooling, and on coming 
to Racine, at the age of eighteen, he determined to 
retrieve his loss if possible. He worked for his 
board and attended the Racine High school, also 
the Business College at night, thus fitting himself 
for the position of accountant. 

On the 22d of August, 1863, Mr. Morey enlisted 
in Company C, First Wisconsin Heavy Artillery, 
and served until the close of the war. Soon after 
entering the service he was detailed as Captain’s 


office under Gen. Thomas, where he was retained 
in a clerical capacity until mustered out. On his 
return from the war he pursued a course of study 
in Howard’s Commercial College of Racine, and 
then accepted a position with John R. Davis and 
Charles Clement, where he was employed one year. 
Next Mr. Morey entered. the office of Fish Brothers, 
wagon manufacturers, as accountant, and became 
head bookkeeper. Later he bought an interest in 
the concern, but lost all he had invested through 


| the unfortunate litigation that lasted many years 


and bankrupted the company, causing the closing 
of the works for three years. In 1884 Mr. Morey 
went to Chicago, where he was identified with the 
wagon and carriage business until May, 1889, He 
then became a stockholder in the Fish Brothers 
Wagon Company under the reorganization, was 
elected a member of its Board of Directors, and 
was chosen General Superintendent of the factory, 
a position he has since filled. 

On the 17th of December, 1868, Mr. Morey was 
united in marriage with Miss Viola S. Packard, 
who was born in Timberville Ohio, and in 1847 
came to Racine with her parents, Roswell and 
Susan Packard. The family circle numbers three 
children, two sons and a daughter; Frank Arthur, 
Edith V.and Wallace S. The parents are mem- 
bers of the First Congregational Church of Racine, 
and their social status is high, while in the best 
circles of society they have many friends, 

Mr. Morey is a Knight Templar Mason, belong- 
ing to Belle City Lodge, No. 92, A. F. & A. M. 
Is the present High Priest of Orient Chapter, No. 
12, R. A. M., and Racine Commandery, No. 7, 
K. T. He is an Odd Fellow, and was for many 
years a member of McDonald Lodge, No. 137, 
I. O. O. F., of Racine. He is also a member of the 
Knights of Honor; Council, No. 220, Royal Arca- 
num, and the Royal League. For five years he 
was Master of Belle City Lodge, and has filled 
various offices in the other orders. He has always 
been an advocate of temperance principles, and a 
zealous worker in that line of reform. In politics, 
Mr. Morey is an earnest Republican, but has never 
sought or desired public office. He has taken a 
warm interest in educational matters, and for 
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several years has been a member of the School 
Board. He is an earnest, practical man, who has 
had to make his own way in life, and who has suc- 
ceeded by good natured ability, energy and perse- 
vering industry in acquiring a livelihood, and in 
giving his children good educational advantages. 
While a church member, Mr. Morey is broad and 


liberal in his views, and has so reared his children | 


that they are intelligent and useful members of 
society. 


| Sle SSS! 


HOMAS HARRY, who was engaged in gen- 
6) eral farming on section 15, Yorkville Town- 


ship, but now a resident of Union Grove, 


Racine County, is one of the honored pioneers of | 
Racine County, and his memory goes back to those | 


early days of life on the frontier, recalling many 
incidents and reminiscences which, could they be 
given in detail, would fiil a volume, interesting and 
thrilling, and cause us to exclaim that indeed 
“Truth is stranger than fietion.’’ 

Mr. Harry was born in Cornwall, England, May 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


25, 1828, and his parents, John and Martha (Rob- | 


erts) Harry, were also natives of that locality. 
Unto to them were born seven children, as follows: 
William, a farmer of Canada, who died in 1889; 
Mary,who died in Racine,was the wife of Hannibal 
Lugg, a carpenter and joiner; John died in 1887 on 
his farm in Canada; Sarah Ann, deceased, wife of 
William Munn,a carpenter of Canada; Thomas, of 
this sketch; Joseph, a harness-maker of Canada, at 
bis death left a widow who still survives him, and 
Eliza, wife of B. Billings, a teamster of Racine. 
The mother died in her native land, and with his 
seven children, John Harry crossed the Atlantic, 
sailing from the port near Lands End to Quebec, 
Canada, where the vessel dropped anchor after six 
weeks. In that city the family located and Mr. 
Harry engaged in gardening for two years. He 
then removed to Upper Canada where he foilowed 
farming until his death, which occurred at about 
the age of sixty-five years. 

The subject of this sketch came with his father 
to Canada and in 1842, accompanied by his brother 


William, made a trip to Kenosha County, Wis., 
for the purpose of looking up a location for the 
family, but in the meantime the father purchased 
his farm in Upper Canada and sent for his sons. 
Before their return, however, they selected a claim 
of Government land and then rejoined their father, 
with whom they remained for four years longer, 
when they again came to Racine County. They 
bought a ticket on a lake steamer to Racine but as 
there was no place of landing the passengers they 
were taken on to Kenosha. It was on a Saturday 
night in 1849 that Thomas Harry arrived in this 


| county, and on Monday morning he hired out as 
| a carpenter, which trade he followed in Racine and 


Kenosha Counties for eight years. He at first re- 
ceived only fifty cents per day and when the 
wages were increased to $1 per day it was thought 
that they were on the high road to wealth. His 
experiences of pioneer life were plentiful and some 
were not of the most pleasant. Wisconsin was yet 
a Territory when he located in Racine County and 
the Indians were yet very numerous in the neigh- 
borhood. He has seen them encamped on the farm 
which he now owns, and all ardund they pursued 
their hunting and trapping. Wild game of all 
kinds was plentiful, including deer and thousands 
of prairie chickens and quails which furnished 
many a meal for the settlers where otherwise their 
board would have been ungraced by meat. Mr. 
Harry tells of how he saw wild pigeons caught by 
the wagon load and shipped away to the market. 
It was he who turned the first furrow upon the 
Dale homestead at a time when the greater part of 
the lands in che county were still raw prairie or 
timber tracts. Few roads had been cut through, 
the streams had to be forded, the markets were long 
distances away and the settlements were miles 
apart. Between the home of Mr. Harry and Racine 
only a few cabins had been built. While breaking 
land the men would often lie down at midday in 
order to rest the oxen and rattlesnakes have been 
known to crawl over them. The farming imple- 
ments were of the crudest character, and oxen were 
used almost altogether. 

We have spoken of the condition of affairs with- 
out doors and that within was not much improved. 
The pioneer would often awake in the morning 
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and find his bed covered with snow en dritted 
through the chinks. The furniture was not ex- 
tensive and it would often happen that each mem- 
ber was eating from a different kind of dish. The 
men attended church in their shirt sleeves und Mr. 


Harry, in speaking of these days, tells of how on | he may well be proud, as it attests to his efficiency 


45 
| 
| 


one occasion he remembers seeing Col. Lincoln, a | 


worthy pioneer, stand up in the church, minus 
coat, collar unbuttoned, and lead the church choir. 
Although the church was poor and the people paid 
little regard to personal adornment their hearts 
rose in true worship to God. 


a | citizens. 


At the age of thirty-two, Mr. Harry was united | 
in marriage with Miss Priscilla C. Baker, a native | 


of Cornwall, England, born September 


1, 1832. | 


Their union was celebrated April 24, 1860, and was | 


blessed with five children: May, who became the 
wife of Edward Sumpter, is now deceased; Eliza is 


a dress-maker of Racine; Martha is the wife of | 


George Sumpter, a resident farmer of Dover Town: 


| of the pioneer families of this region. 


ship; Emma, who was educated in the Normal | 


College of Valparaiso, Ind., is a teacher by profes- 
sion, and resides at liome; Freddie died in infancy. 


The mother of this family was called to her final | former grew to manhood in the Green Mountain 


rest July 12, 1875, and her remains were interred 
in Yorkville Cemetery. On the 24th of May, 1877, 
Mr. Harry wedded Miss Grace Banfield, who was 
born in Cornwell, England, October 28, 
They have a little son, W. O., aged thirteen years. 
When only four months old Mrs, Harry was brought 
to America by her parents, Thomas and Sarah 
(Cox) Banfield, who crossed the Atlantic in 1842, 
and settled at Cottage Inn, Milwaukee. Her girl- 
hood days werc spent in that city and she was ed- 
ucated in its public schools. 

Mr. Harry now owns and operates one hundred 
and fifteen acres of highly cultivated land which 


cultivation he bestows upon it. In his earlier years 
he supported the Whig party and since the forma- 
tion of the Republican party has ever voted that 
ticket and isa stanch advocate of ils principles. 
He keeps himself well informed on public affairs 
yet has never sought office, in fact has steadily re- 
fused to fill official positions. He has frequently 
been solicited to became a candidate, and by the 


| 14, 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


| 


| Scotch origin. 
| spected farmers of his native State, where he fol- 
| lowed his chosen vocation for a number of years. 
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be placed upon the Republican ticket as the nom- 
inee for County Sheriff but declined. Only as 
Treasurer of the School District has he served the 
public as an officer, and this position he has faith- 
fully filled for almost forty years, a record of which 


and the confidence reposed in him by his feilow 
He lives the quiet life of a prosperous 
farmer and no one is more worthy of a represen- 
tation in this volume than Thomas Harry, the pio- 
neer. 


UCAS B. LATHROP, who is extensively 
le engaged in the dairying business, resides 
j on section 18, Mt. Pleasant Township, Ra- 
cine County, and is a worthy representative of one 
His father, 
A. H. Lathrop, is a native of Vermont, born April 
1809. The grandfather, Hubell Lathrop, was 
born in New York, of English parentage. The 


State, and after attaining to mature years wedded 
Louisa King, a native of Canada, and a daughter 


| of Edward King, who removed to that country, 
1841. | 


where his death occurred. The King family is of 
Mr. Lathrop was one of the re- 


In 1841 he emigrated to Racine County, Wis., lo- 


| cating on the land where our subject now resides. 


He improved the place and his family was there 
reared, but subsequently he sold that farm, purchas- 
ing land elsewhere in Mt. Pleasant Township. 


| Although now cighty-three years of age, Mr. 
yields to him a golden tribute for the care and | 


Lathrop is still hale and hearty. He lost his wife 
on the 10th of May, 1891. She was a most estima- 
ble lady, a devoted mother, and a loving and 
faithful wife, who proved a true helpmate to her 
husband for more than half a TChtury. She won 
the esteem and love of all by her many virtues 
and Christian graces. 

The subject of this sketch is also a native of the 


. | Green Mountain State. He was born in Manches- 


bar of Racine was requested to allow his name to | ter, December 14, 1836, and when a lad of five 
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summers came with his parents to this country, | 


where he grew to manhood, the days of his boy- 


hood and youth being passed under the parental | 


roof. He is the eldest of four sons and two daugh- | 


ters, who grew to mature years. One brother, 
William Lathrop, was a soldier of the late war. 
He enlisted in the Second Wisconsin Infantry, 
participated in the first battle of Bull Run and 
served until his death, which occurred in Washing- 


his family in Vermillion, Dak., where is he engaged 
in merchandising; Laura is the wife of William 
Crane, a prominent agriculturist of Racine County, 


| 


the residence, which has been built since 1871, 
good barns and other outbuildings. 

In 1876 Mr. Lathrop embarked in the dairy 
business, beginning ma small way. In fact, he 
had only one cow and relates that on the first day 
he did not secure even one customer, but he did 
not become disheartened and by his perseverance 


| and enterprise soon worked up a good business in 
ton, D. C., in 1862; Louisa died at the age of | 
nineteen years; Austin is married and resides with | 


whose farm adjoins that of our subject; Edmund is | 


a resident of Ogden, Utah. 

After completing the common-school course, 
Lucas B. Lathrop attended Racine College and 
when his literary education was completed turned 
his attention to agricultural pursuits. He began 
life for himself at the age of sixteen and since 
that time has made his own way in the world. He 
enlisted in 1861, for the late war, joining the 
boys in blue of the Eighth Wisconsin Infantry, 
which was known as the Eagle Regiment, and 
served until his discharge at the expiration of his 
three years term in 1864. He participated in a 


that line. He now has a fine herd of milch cows, 
mostly graded cattle, and supplies about three 
hundred families with milk. This industry as 
may be supposed, adds not a little to his income. 

The lady who is now Mrs. Lathrop, bore the 
maiden name of Mary Baumann. She was born in 
Racine County, and is a daughter of Frederick 


and Barbara Baumann, the former a native of 


Switzerland and the latter of Germany. The 
marriage of our subject and his wife was celebrated 


| March 7, 1872, and unto them have been born 


large number of battles and skirmishes, the most | 
important of which were Iuka, Corinth, the siege | 


of Vicksburg, Pleasant Hiil, Banks Red River ex- 
pedition, the battle of Farmington and a great 
many others—thirty-four in all It is somewhat 
remarkable that in all these batties Mr. Lathrop 
escaped without a wound. However, he lost the 
hearing of one ear, caused by the concussion 
of a shell at the second battle of Corinth. He was 
a faithful soldier, ever found at his post of duty 
and when his term of service had expired was hon- 
orably discharged in 1864, returning to his home. 

On again coming to Racine County Mr. Lathrop 
resumed farming which he has followed since the 
war, and is one of the successful and well-to-do 
agriculturists of Mt. Pleasant Township. He owns 
a valuable farm of one hundred and sixty acres, 
pleasantly situated about two miles from Racine, 
and the many improvements he has placed thereon 
make ita very valuable and desirable property. 


three children—Louisa, William and Minnie. The 
parents are members of the Mt. Pleasant Baptist 
Church and in social circles they rank high. Mr. 
Lathrop is a member of the Grand Army of the 
Republic and his wife belongs to the Relief Corps. 
In his business he has met with excellent success, 
owing to his enterprise, industry, good manage- 
ment and sagacity. He is fair and straightforward 
in all his dealings and is held in high esteem by 
his fellow-townsmen. 


30, is one of the most prominent citizens of 
Y Raymond township, Racine County. His 
varied business interests have made him widely 
known and his honorable dealings in all things 
have won him the respect and confidence of those 
with whom he has come in contact. Few men in 
the community have a larger circle of acquaintances 
and we feel assured that this record of his life will 
be received with interest by many of our readers. 

Mr. Adland was born near Bergen, Norway, Au- 
gust 12,1831,and is a son of Mons K. and Ellen 
(Thompson) Adiand, His father was also born 
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and reared in Bergen, and in the public schools of 
his native country acquired his education. He 
grew to manhood upon a farm and afterwards be- 
came owner of a fishing vessel. In 1837, accom- 


in New York and by way of the Lakes went to 
Chicago, which he found to be a mere hamlet 
situated in what appeared to be then a swamp. 


Joining a colony he removed to Iroquois County, | 
and is now the owner of 300 acres of as fine land 


III., and in the midst ofa wild and unsettled region 


made his home for two years but the settlement | 
was broken up on account of prevailing sickness— | 
fever and ague, which was very common at that | 
By team, Mr. Adland removed to Wiscon- | 
sion and settled upon a farm on section 30, Ray- | 
mond township. which is now the home of our | 
The quarter section of land which he | 
had purchased from the Government was entirely ' 
destitute of improvement, not a furrow having | 
been turned, a single rod of fence built or the work | 
The first | 
home of the family was a log cabin and in true l 
pioneer style they spent the first years of their | 
Mons Adland came here | 


time. 


subject. 


of developing in any way commenced. 


residence in Wisconsin. 
with nothing but his cattle yet at his death bad 


accumulated a fair property, his unremitting labor, | 
his perseverance and enterprise winning him a | 
handsome competence and ten years before his | 


death he divided among his children betwcen five 


hundred and six hundred acres of land. He was 

a man of generous spirit, as is shown by his | 
liberal gifts and one who took a commenda- | 
| 1852 for John P. Hale, four years later supported 
wife were members of the Lutheran Church and | 
| Grant. He then cast his ballot in support of 
of that party, having previously been a Dem- | 
He resided in the neighborhood of his | 
| high tariff. 
1869 at the age of seventy-six years. His estima- | 


ble interest in public affairs. Both he and his 
in politics he was a Republican after the birth 


ocrat. 
pioneer home until his death, which occurred in 


ble wife had passed away two years previous. Six 
of their children grew to mature years and three 


are yet living—Knud, a prominent citizen of Ray- | 


mond township; Thomas of this sketch;and Martha 
who is married and resides in Norway. 

The first six years of Thomas Adland’s life were 
passed in his native land and he then came with 


his parents across the briny deep to the United | 


States. Upon new farms in Illinois and Wisconsin 
he was reared to manhood and the hard task of 
improving unbroken land is not unknown to him. 


| His education was acquired in the district schools 
panied by his family he crossed the Atlantic, landed | 


and reading and observation in subsequent years 
have made him a well informed man. At the age 
of sixteen he began to run a threshing machine, 
which business he followed for a number of years. 
He has had charge of the home farm since 1859, 


as can be found in Racine County, The Adland 
homestead is a model farm supplied with all 
modern improvements, excellent buildings, the 
latest machinery and good grades of stock. 

On the 19th of May, 1859, Mr. Adland secured as 
a companion and helpmate on tife’s journey Miss 
Julia Nelson, who was born in Norway but since 
two years old has been a resident of Racine County. 
Nine children grace their union and the family 
circle yet remains unbroken. They are as follows: 
Carrie, Ellen, Peter H., Martha, Edwin, Bertha, 
Lavina, Thomas and Jessie. All of the children 
were born onthe farm and under the sheltering 
roof of the old home their childhood days were 
passed. Good educational advantages have been 
afforded them and Carrie and Peter have both at- 
tended schooiin Racine, the latter was a student 
in Spencer’s Business College of Milwaukee and 
now has charge of his father’s tile factory. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Adland are members of the 
Lutheran Church and to its support he contributes 
liberally. Ile cast his first Presidential vote in 


Fremont, twice voted for Lincoln and once for 


Horace Greeley and since that time has advocated 
the principles of the Democracy, being opposed to 
He has often served iñ the conven- 
tions of his party, both county and State and is 
widely known among the prominent Democrats of 
Wisconsin. For three years he has served as 
chairman of the Town Board of Supervisors; for 
thirty years has been connected with the North 
Cape literary society, and is the present treasurer 
of the township insurance company. 

Other business interests have also occupied the 
attention of Mr. Adland who has been connected 
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borhood. Five years ago as a member of the firm 
of Adland & Nelson he established a tile factory 
which has since becn successfully operated. The 
same firm also carry on a store which materially 
increases hisincome. Mr. Adland possesses super- 
ior business and executive ability; his life has been 
characterized by energy, perseverance and good 
management which are essential to success and his 
progressive spirit has made him a leader in the 
community. Over half a century has passed since 
he became a resident of the county, during which 
time he has witnessed the greater part of its growth 
and development and not a little of its advance- 
ment and upbuilding is due to his enterprising 
efforts. He is accounted not only one of the sub- 
stantial business men but is also numbered among 
the honored pioneers of Racine County and is 
well deserving of representation in this volume. 
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ON. RICHARD P. HOWELL isa man well 
known in business circles of Racine and has 
also been prominently connected with the 

O) political history of this community. He 
was born Septem)-er 3, 1831, at Pennant, parish of 
Lianbrynmair, Montgomeryshire, North Wales. 
His father, Daniel Howell, was born in the same 
house and there lived all his life, dying at the age 
of eighty-four years. His grandfather also spent 
his last days in that dwelling and passed away at 
the advanced age of ninety-two. His mother, 
whose maiden name was Sarah Morris, lived to be 
sixty years of age and was a native of the same par- 
ish. By occupution Daniel Howell was a farmer 
anda manufacturer of flannel. For generations 
the family has been engaged in manufacturing. 

Our subject is one of a family of eight children, 
seven sons and a daughter. The only sister was 
drowned in childhood, but all of the boys lived to 
be grown and became heads of families. Daniel 
has been a prominent Government official at the old 
home for forty years; Richard P. is the next in 
order of birth; Samuel, a druggist, came to the 
United States in 1856 and died six months later 


near Cincinnati, Ohio; David is a wealthy and lead- 
ing merchant of Aberystwith, Wales; Abraham is a 
coal and flour merchant and also Clerk and Col. 
lector of his native parish; Thomas came to the 
United States in 1863, and is the successor of his 
brother as contractor for the J. I. Case Threshing 
Machine Company; Moses was for many years 
prior to his death in 1881 cashier of the Ocean 
Steam Coal Company, of Cardiff, Wales, and the 
youngest of the family. 

In the usual manner of farmer lads the boyhood 
days of our subject were passed. He attended the 
common schools until thirteen years of age and 
then began work upon the farm, which he followed 
until 1854, when he sailed for the United States, 
reaching this country after a voyage of forty-two 
days, arriving at Racine on July 4. He worked in 
the harvest fields for three months and then learned 
the carpenter’s trade with L. Bradley, the leading 
contractor of Racine, serving two and a half year’s 
apprenticeship under the most rigid discipline, as 
his employer was a strict Presbyterian. He then 
worked for him six months for wages. When the 
financial panic of 1857 came on he engaged with 
J. I. Case at $1.25 per day, the sum they were pay- 
ing others. In less than two years Mr. Case came 
to him and said he could use him to a better pur- 
pose, and made him contractor to build separators, 
as a member of the firm of Howell & Owen. He 
continued in that business until 1875, when he was 
forced to withdraw on account of rheumatism 
which made him an invalid. Determined to re-, 
gain his health, he made several trips across the 
ocean, trying the noted waters of Bath, Buxton 
and other places. Not being successful, as a last 
resort he tried the waters of Hot Springs, Ark., in 
1880, where he was permanently cured, having 
crossed the ocean nine times. 

On the 25th of September, 1861, in Milwaukee, 
Mr. Howell was united in marriage with Miss Anne 
Thomas, a native of Merioncthshire, Wales, who 
came to Wisconsin with her widowed mother when 
about seven years of age. Unto them were born 
two sons, Clinton, who died at the age of four years; 
and R. P., Jr., at home. Both Mr. Howell and his 
wife are members of the Welsh Presbyterian Church, 
in which he has served both as Treasurer and Trus- 
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tee, and in social circles they rank high. He is also 
a member of the Masonic fraternity. In addition 
to his other business interests he is a Director in the 
First National Bank. Much of his time during the 
last fifteen ycars has been devoted to the care of 
trust funds, and the administration of numerous 
estates. | 
Mr. Howell has been called upon to filia number 
of official positions. For some six years he wasan 
efficient member of the Board of Supervisors, for | 
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efficiently in that capacity, in the meantime con- 
tinuing his theological studies. For a companion 
in life he chose Miss Elizabeth Goldesbrough, a 
native of Wells, Somersetshire, who belonged to 
a prominent family of that shire. 

In 1831, with his wife and five sons (a daugh- 
ter having died) Mr. Meachem sailed for the 
United States from the harbor of Bristol, and in 
five weeks reached New York City, where in the 
following year he was ordained by Bishop Onder- 


five years has been a member of the Board of Edu- | donk. His first charge was at Skaneateles and 


cation and in 1882 was the Representative of Racine | Homer, where he remained a year, then went West 
City in the State Legislature. He cast his first vote | to Livingston County, N. Y., where he organized 
for Fremont and has always been a stalwart Repub- | a church at Mt. Morris, and labured there until 
lican and a warm advocate of the party principles. | 1838. He subsequently went to Canandaigua, N. Y., 
With the Taylor Orphan Asylum of Racine he has | whence after spending two years, he removed to 
been connected as Trustee since 1885, and is now | Richmond, N. X., and there labored earnestly for 
Secretary. In every official capacity in which he | five years. He was then called to Weathersfield 
has served Mr. Howell has discharged his duty | Springs, and there died at the post of duty in 
with credit to himself and to the satisfaction of his | 1849. His wife spent her last days with Dr. 
constituents. His business career has been a suc- | Meachem, dying in 1860. Six sons comprised the 
cessful one and he has accumulated a competence | family of this worthy couple, although only four 
which is richly deserved as the reward of his well | lived to make their mark in the world. Thomas 


directed efforts. | G. was graduated from a law school and admitted 


The confidence and respect of the | 
entire community is accorded him and among the | to the bar, but immediately after took up the 
study of medicine and was graduated in the same 


best and most prominent of Racine County’s citi- 
class as our subject. After ten years of successful 


zens, we enroll his name. 
practice he studied theology, was ordained to the 


Episcopal ministry and appointed to succeed 
> <= Thomas K. Beecher as Chaplain in the army. Later 


he was promoted to be Chaplain on Gen. Meade's 
staff. Having lost his health in the service, he 
died at Auburn, N. Y. Edward H. G., the next in 
order of birth, was graduated at Geneva Medical 


© descended from unmixed English ancestry. College, N. Y., and until his death was a very suc- 
cessful practitioner of Milwaukee. William, a res- 


His father, the Rev. Thomas Meachem, was born 
in Shepton Mallet, Somersetshire, England, in | ident of Racine, and a man of splendid ability 
and accomplishments, spent three years in Hobart 


1795, and when five years old was deprived by | 
death of his father, and of his mother when eight- | College, a year in the University of Pennsylvania 
| and is a graduate of the University of New York. 


een years of agu. A handsome fortune was left | 
him, the greater portion of which was lost by the | Dr. J. G. Mcachem was born May 27, 1823, and 


betrayal of trust of those to whom a portion of | was therefore but seven years old when the fam- 
Mis primary 


the estate was leased. He was offered a lucrative | ily emigrated to the United States. 
education was acquired in the towns where his fa- 


commission under the Duke of Wellington, but + 
he declined it, preferring to devote hisattention to | ther happened to be located. Subsequently he took 
| a full course at the Richmond (N. Y.) Academy. 


the cause of education and the ministry. He was | 
chosen principal of a large Academy and served | From boyhood he had been interested in the study 
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OHN GOLDESBROUGH MEACHEM, M.D., 
is widely know for the eminence he nas at- 
tained in the medical profession. He is 
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of n * in 1841 * tad his first course | 
in the Geneva Medical College, and was gradu- 
ated from the Castleton (Vt.) Medical College in 
1843. He prosecuted his studies with earnestness 
and enthusiasm, and to say that he improved his | 
opportunities to their fullest extent is but to re- 
late what actually occurred. After practicing suc- 
cessfully at Warsaw, N. Y., some eighteen years 
he took a course at Bellevue Hospital Medical Col- 
lege, New York City, and received their Ad Eun- 
dem degree. 

The fall of 1862 marked the arrival of Dr. 
Meachem in Racine, which has since been his home. 
When the late war broke out he offered his ser- 
vices as Surgeon; however, they were not accepted, 


but he was appointed enrollment Surgeon of Wyo- | 
While thus engaged he was offered | 


ming District. 
a pusition as Surgeon in the army, but declined it 
on account of the appointment he was then fill- | 


ing. In 1863 he was made Surgeon at Camp Utley, | 


at Racine, and held that office one year. In addi- | 
tion to carrying on an extensive practice, Dr. 
Meachem has done much for the profession in the 
way of contributing articles to the leading jour- 
nals and in maintaining medical societies. While | 


in New York he was President of the Wyoming | 


Medical Society for a number of years and a mem- | 
ber of the Warsaw School Board. He was instru- 
mental in organizing the Racine Medical Associa- 


tion, of which he was President two terms and | 
Since 1867 he has been a | 
member of the American Medical Association; the | 


Secretary six years. 


same year he helped to re-organize the Wisconsin 
Medical Association, of which he was elected 
President in 1881. He is a member of the Brainard 
Medicai Society, and since 1874 has belonged to 
the Academy of Arts, Science and Letters of Wis. 
consin. 

Among Dr. Meachem's published articles the fol- 
lowing may be named: “Honor to Medical Men,“ 
delivered at Milwaukee, when President of the 
Wisconsin State Medical Society; “Medical Edu- 
cation;” “Insanity, caused by Uterine Disease;”” 
“The poison of diphtheria and erysipelas identical;”’ 
“Encephaloma;”’ “Sixteen cases of puerperal ec- 
lampsia treated by early delivery and vencsec- 
tion; “Pneumonia treated by venesection;” Re- 
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port of removal of one donde aad thirty-six gall 
stones through the abdominal walls;’ Diphtheria as 
it occurred in New York in 1860, and in Racine in 
1862; “Ligation of carotid artery for aneurism 
of the occipital artery;’’ “Strumo-syphiloma;”’ 
“Extraction of a needle from the heart through 
the chest walls.’’ Report of “Removal of uterine 
fribroid weighing eight pounds;’’ Report of “Cal- 
omel as a germ destroyer;'’ “Apoplexy and its 
best treatment;’’ Peritonitis best treated with an- 
odynes;'* “Report of two cases of amputation of 


| both legs at the same time;’’ Water,“ read be- 
| fore the Academy of Arts and Sciences at Milwau- 


kee; “Our manufactories,’' delivered before the 
same Academy in Racine; “New surgical instru- 
ments,’’ a report made up from a correspondence 
with the principal manufacturers of the United 
States, and fuily illustrated. 

The three Annual messages of Dr. Meachem, as 
Mayor of Racine, are considered models of their 
kind. For the past few years Dr. Meachem has 


| given considerable time to the study of the micro- 
| scope,and being possessed of one of Beck's best Lon- 
| don instruments, which he imported, he has been 


enabled to prepare some very valuable mounts. 
Dr. Alfred C. Stokes, editor of the . Microscope, 
pubiished at Trenton, N. J., says in his journal: 


| “I have just received a mount of Trichini Spiralis, 
prepared by Dr. John G. Meachem, of Racine, 
which is the best that I have ever seen. I counted 
thirty-six worms in a single field, with a half- 


inch objective.“ He is constantly examing speci- 
mens of sputa sent him by other physicians in 
different parts of the State, to ascertain the pres- 
ence of tubercuiar bacilli, the cause of consump- 
tion, a discovery made by Dr. Koch, of Germany, 
a few years ago, and which can only be seen with 
the aid of a powerful microscope, which few phys- 
icians possess. 

Politics has also claimed somewhat of Dr. 
Meachem's attention. In 1876 he was besieged 
by his Democratic friends to become candidate for 
Mayor of Racine, and finally consented with the 


> express understanding that he would not ask a 


man to vote for him. His election was a great 
Democratic success, as he was the first Mayor from 
that party after the Civil War. Such was his 
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popularity as an executive that he was retained as 
Mayor three terms in succession. In 1880 he was 
nominated by acclamation for State Senator. The 
district had a majority of sixteen hundred for the 
Republicans, but he reduced it to seven hundred, 
polling the strongest vote on the ticket, the Presi- 
dent not excepted, in every ward of the city and 
in every township of the county. 

By natural temperameut Dr. Meachem has a 
persuasive enthusiasm, by which others are carried 
along to do what is necessary to bring about a de- 
sired result. While still a young man just after 
commencing his professional career, without tax- 
able property of his own, he induced the voters of 
the village of Linden to tax themselves for build- 
ing a new handsome and commodious schoolhouse, 
which no one before had been able to accomplish, 
In Warsaw there was no Episcopal service; there- 
fore, he soon set about securing a clergyman, him- 
self pledging his salary; helped to organize Trin- 
ity Parish, was himself Junior Warden during his 
residence; solicited money for a church edifice, 
which was finished and furnished with all neces- 
sary appointments and bell, without debt, in 
which services have been held uniuterruptedly 
nearly forty years. Also in Racine to religious 
work he has given unsparingly of his time and 
means. He and all his family are always present 
in church once or twice every Sunday to join in 
the common worship. 

Since 1863 our subject has been Senior Warden 
of St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, and each year has 
been a delegate from this parish to the diocesan 
council at Milwaukee. For several years he has 
served on the diocesan Board of Missions. Through 
his efforts, assisted by the late Rev. Dr. DeKoven, 
Warden of Racine College, and the late Rev. Ed- 
ward C. Porter, rector of St. Luke’s Church, St. 
Luke’s Hospital was founded, of which he has been 
a Trustee, as well as attending physician and sur- 
geon since its organization. He has also been a 
Trustee of Racine College for twenty years. 

At Wethersfield Springs, N. Y., Dr. Meachem 
married Miss Myraette, oldest daughter of Reuben 
Doolittle, a sketch of whom is given on another 
page of this volume. Mrs. Meachem was born at 


Wethersfield Springs December 4, 1825, and is a 


—— —————— 


lady of superior culture and refinement. Three 
children came to bless the union, only one of whom 
survives—Dr. John G. Meachem, Jr. The daugh- 
ters, Myrastte D. and Sarah E., died respectively 
at the ages of sixteen and thirteen years. Al- 
though sixty-eight years of age and forty-eight 
years a practitioner, Dr. Meachem has the vigor 
and elastic step of a man of forty. Few men have 
been more successful or popular in his profession 
than he, and none stand higher in the esteem of 
patients and friends. 
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WA ARTIÑ MATHIAS SECOR, the extensive 
| trunk manufacturer of Racine and one of 
t the leading and enterprising business men 
of that city, was born in Strakonitz, Bo- 
hemia, Austria, on the 4th of February, 1841, and 
is a son of Mathias Secor, who was a native of the 
same place, and served for sixteen years in the 
Austrian army. His wife, Josephine (Baiek) 
Secor, was also born in Strakonitz. The father 
continued to follow the occupation of a farmer 
and mason until his removal to the United States. 
In December, 1851, accompanied by his wife and 
four children, two sons and two daughters, he 
sailed for America, and in March of the following 
year established their home in Caledonia Township, 
Racine County. The last years of Mr. Secor and 
his wife were spent with their oldest son, who 
eared for them until life's journey was over and 
then laid them to rest in the cemetery at Rocine. 
Mathias Secor lived to be eighty years of age and 
his wife was seventy-two years old at the time of 
her death. Both were strict members of the 
Catholic Church. Their children are as follows: 
Martin M., whose name heads this. sketch; Mary, 
the wife of Joseph Cole, a resident farmer of Mt. 
Pleasint Township; Mrs. Theresa Dalmento, of 
Milwaukee; Peter C., a resident of Racine; Mrs. 
Josephine Mutter, who makes her home in Mil- 
waukee; and Mrs. Barbara Kucera, of Chicago. 
The last two named were born in this country. 
Martin M. Secor, the subject of this sketch, has 
worked his way upward from poverty and obscur- 
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ity to a place among the leading business men of 
Racine. Until ten years of age he attended the 
schools of his native land, but after coming to this 
country had the privilege of going to school only 
a few weeks, hence his knowledge of the English 
language, or for that matter of nearly everything 
else, has been acquired through reading and ob- 
servation. When fourteen years of age he began 
life's battle for himself as a farm hand, receiving 
the munificent salary of 85 per month. Two years 
later he entered the grocery store of Kimber & 
Fountain, of Racine, an after remaining with 
them fora time, went to Darien,Walworth County, 
Wis., where he began learning the harness maker's 
trade. During bis term of apprenticeship he was 
to receive the first year his board and washing, and 
the second year $5 per month additional, but his 
employer refused to pay him, as agreed the second 


year, because, as he said, the hard times did not | 


justify him in so doing. Thus Mr. Secor, with a 
pack on his back and a lunch started on foot for 
Racine, a distance of fifty miles. Entering the 


then returned to Darien, where he secured a posi- 
tion m a harness shop at $15 per month. How- 
ever he had not left Racine for good. It was to 
be his future home and the scene of his successes 
in life. Once more coming to this city he com- 
menced learning the trunk business, in which line 
he has met with such excellent success, In 1861 
Mr. Secor returned to his old employer, Mr. Fogel, 
of Darien, who offered to take him in as partner, 
but our subject, thinking the town too small, de- 
clined, and again came to Racine, where he opened 
a harness shop of his own. His capital consisted 
of $180, of which $100 was borrowed. In con- 
nection with the harness business, in 1862 he be- 
gan to manufacture trunks, and six years later he 
erected his first building, a two-story frame, 20x80 
feet, which still does service, The business has in- 
creased so rapidly that now two hundred fifty 
hands are employed, Eight buildings, three frame 
and five brick have been erected, and the annuai 
product of the concern is about eighty thousand 
trunks and nine thousand dozen satchels and trav- 
eling bags. In 1888 the M, M, Secor Trunk Com- 
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pany was organized with a paid up capital of 
$100,000, and the following are the officers: M. M. 
Secor, President; Mrs. M. M. Secor, Vice-President; 
Joseph Welfl, Treasurer; and Joseph Kristecius, 
Secretary. In selecting men for the company Mr. 
Secor chose those who had been in his employ 
many years and were experienced men in the bus- 
iness. 

On the 4th of February, 1862, Mr. Secor was 
married in Racine to Fanny Hagek, who is also a 
native of Bohemia, but when nine years of age 
came to the United States with her parents, who 
resided for a time in Chicago and then removed 
to Racine County, locating in Caledonia Township. 
Mr. Hagek was a musician, and a tailor by trade. 
Both he and his wife spent their last days in the 
home of Mr. Secor. By the union of our subject 
and his wife have been born nine children, four of 
whom are now living—Louise A., wife of F. W. 
Gromm, a resident of Denver, Col.; Mattie, Amelia 
and Frank, who are at home. Mr. Secor has an 


elegant residence on Milwaukee Avenue. 
employ of E. G. Williams, he worked for that gen- | 
tleman for three months at 510 per month, and | 


The first Presidential vote of Mr. Secor was 
cast for Abraham Lincoln, but he was independent 
in politics, attaching himself to no party. He has 
twice been honored with the office of Mayor of 
Racine, first in 1884 and again in 1888. As an 
executive he made an exceptional record. The 
Council passed two bills over his veto; one was a 
scheme to build a bridge, the other a lake shore 
protection, but Mr. Secor was convinced that both 
were “jobs’’ to rob the tax payers, and he defied 
them to go on with their project. By such sturdy 
conduct he saved the city some $12,000. Under 
his supervision the first street was paved in Racine. 
From 1870 until 1874 he served as School Com- 
missioner, and in 1884 he furnished the splendid 
clock for the city hall. In fact, for the last twenty- 
five years he has been identified with almost every 
public enterprise of merit, and has thereby aided 
materially in the growth and advancement of the 
city’s interests. 

Socially, Mi. Secor is identified with the Royal 
Arcanum, the Loyal Legion and the German 
Turners. His life has been a marked success finan- 
cially, abd in ward politics be wields a power- 
ful influence. In social circles both he and his 


wife rank high and have many warm friends 
throughout the city and vicinity. Together they 
made an interesting tour through Europe in 1881, 
visiting Austria, Germany, England, France and 
Ireland. 
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me RICHARD GARLOCK, M. D., 
pa 


| is recognized as one of the skillful physi- 
{Ass cians and surgeons of Racine. Asa prom- 
inent citizen of the place he well deserves rep- 
resentation in this volume. He was born in Monroe 
County, N. Y., October 7, 1840, and on his father’s 
side is descended from a Holland family that came 
to America during the early part of the seventeenth 
century and settled near New Amsterdam, now 
New York City. The grandfather, Nicholas Gar- 
lock, was a farmer of the Mohawk Valley and the 
father of the Doctor, Elisha Garlock, was born in 
Wayne County, N. X., in 1811. When eleven years 
of age he emigrated with his parents to Monroe 
County, N. Y., where he grew to manhood and 
married Miss Lucy Wilkinson, a native of Litch- 
field, Conn., born in 1813, Her father served in 
the War of 1812, participating in the battle near 
Buffalo. Soon after his marriage Elisha Garlock 
and his wife located on his father’s farm, where 
they still live. enjoying a well earned rest. Both 
are members of the Baptist Church and their lives 
have been worthily spent. 

Ten children were born unto this worthy couple, 
eight sons and two daughters, of whom all are yet 
living with the exception of two who died in in- 
fancy. Three of tle number entered upon profes- 
sional careers: James S., who is now a prominent 
lawyer of Rochester, N. Y.; Franklin R. of this 
sketch; and Charles, a practicing physician of 
Rochester, N. Y. 

Until eighteen years of age Dr. Garlock spent 
his time at farm labor and in attendance at the 
district schools, where he acquired his literary edu- 
cation. At that time he began teaching and study- 
ing such branches as would (fit him for college, but 
the cloud of war settled over the country and feel- 
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ing it his duty to aid in the preservation of the 
Union, on July 28, 1862, he joined Company B, 
One Hundred and Eighth New York Infantry as a 
Corporal. The regiment was ordered to join the 
Army of the Potomac and from that on he was in 
active service. At the battie of Antietam the Doc- 
tor received two wounds, the scars of which still 
remain. A fragment of shell cut off his first 
finger on the right hand and a bullet passed 
through his head. From the 17th until the 26th 
of September he lay on the battlefield and was 
then removed on a freight train to Washington, 
D. C., and placed in the hospital, from which he 
was honorably discharged on October 14, 1862, 
being physicially unfit to remain in the service. 
Returning home, Dr. Garlock again gave his at- 
tention to teaching and attended school from 1862 
until 1864 in the Falley Seminary, at Fulton, 
N. X., when he was elected School Commis- 
sioner for Monroe County, in which capacity he 


served three years. In the meantime he studied 


medicine under the direction of Dr. J. F. Whitbeck 
of Rochester, N. Y.,and in 1867 we find him a 
student of the medical department of the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania, from which he was gradu- 
ated three years later, having taken a special course 
in surgery under the direction of Dr, H. H. Smith. 
Upon graduation he opened an office in Lyndon- 
ville, N. Y., where he practiced successfully for four 
years, after which he came to Racine in 1874. Since 
that time he has prosecuted his profession in this 
city and has acquired a reputation as a skillful 
physician and surgeon, as the following facts cer- 
tainly indicate: He is serving his ninth year as 
surgeon for the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul 
Railroad Company; is Examining Surgeon for the 
Mutual Accident Assoeiation of New York, the 
Masonic Mutual Benelit Association of Westfield, 
Mass., the Northwestern Masonic Aid Association 
of Chicago, the Provident Life Insurance Company, 
of New York, the Mutual Life Insurance Company, 
of New York, Standard Life and Accident Associa- 
tion, of Detroit, Mich., Post Surgeon for the Grand 
Army of the Republic of Racine, and was for three 
years assistant surgeon of the First Infantry 
Wisconsin National Guards. By his presence and 
¡ personal efforts at Washington, Dr. Garlock suc- 


ee 
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ll in ignition a United States 4 Pension Examin- 
ing Board established at Racine, of which he is now 
Secretary. 

Of the following professional organizations the 
Doctor is a member: American Association of 


Railroad Surgeons; American Medical Association; | 


and Wisconsin State Medical Society. Socially he 
is a Knight Templar Mason, belonging to Racıne 
Lodge, No. 18, F. & A. M., Ionic Chapter, No. 12, 
R. A. M.; and Racine Commandery, No. 7, K. T.; 
is a Knight of the Red Cross; of the Black Cross; 
and of Malta, and is connected wiih the Knights 
of Pythias fraternity. 

Dr. Garlock and Mrs. Margaret Westcott, who is a 
native of the Empire State, were married in Racine 
in May, 1876. Their union has been blessed with 
one child—Lewis Frank. Both the Doctor and his 
wife are members of the Presbyterian Church and 
to its work and the advancement of its interests 
give liberally of their time and means. In political 
sentiment he is a Republican but in the sense of 
office seeking is not a politician. His official career 
is limited to his service as Alderman from the 
Second Ward in 1889 and 1890. In the practice 
of his profession Dr. Garlock has met with more 
than ordinary success and by his professional 
brethren as well as the people he is ranked as a 
leading physician. A student, he always keeps 
abreast with the times and every theory and in- 
vention of medical science is soon known to him. 
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tlers of Racine County, residing on sec- 
tion 15, Raymond Township, is a native 
of the Emerald Isle. He was born in 
Cachal, County Tipperary, September 29, 1817, 
and isason of Patrick Kearney, a gentleman of 
more than average ability, who was well educated 
in both Latin and Greek, and occupied an impor- 
tant position as book-keeper. He married Honora 
Hays, and unto them were born nine children. 
The mother died in Ireland in 1834. Two ycars 


later Mr. Kearney emigrated with bis family to | 
New York, where his death occurred in 1838,at | Kate is at home; Patrick and Matthew operate 


| eighty acres of arable land. Its 
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the age of seventy-five years. In that city he also 
held the position of book-keeper. He and his 
family were members of the Catholic Church. 
Under the parental roof Michael Kearney grew 
to manhood upon his father's farm. He was a 
young man of nineteen years when he crossed the 
broad Atlantic to America and began to work in 
a warehouse. He did not remain long in the East, 


| but traveled westward to Michigan, locating in 


Washtenaw County, where he bought land, opened 
up new farms and then suld them. He went to 
Racine with Capt. Cram and aided in surveying 
Racine Harbor in 1841 and 1842. In 1846 he lo- 


|, cated in that city, but worked in the Michigan 


pineries for four years. He was the first white 
man to fell a tree in Luddington for building 
purposes, and in many other ways his name is in- 


| separably connected with the early history of 


Southern Wisconsin. In 1852 he removed to Ray- 
mond Township, rented land for a time, and then 
purchased his present farm, within the boundaries 
of which are now comprised one hundred and 
fields are well 
tilled, the improvements many and excellent, and 
the home is a commodious dwelling, which is sup- 
plied with the comforts and some of the luxuries 
of life. Mr. Kearney is now living retired, hav- 
ing accumulated sufficient property to enable him 
to lay aside business cares. In former years he 
labored untiringly, was economical and persever- 
ing, and as the result obtained a competence. His 


| enjoyment of the fruits of his labor is well de- 


served. 

In 1849, at Port Washington, Mr. Kearney was 
joined in wedıock with Miss Mary Ann Whalen, 
who was born in Lower Canada of Irish parentage. 
Their family numbers nine children—John, who 


_ wedded Mary A. Leonard and is a resident farmer 


of Raymond Township; Michael, a farmer, thresher 


and horse breeder of the same township; Thomas, 


who was educated at St. Francis, is now a success- 
ful lawyer of Burlington, Wis., and for two years 
served as District Attorney; Mary is the wife of 
James Vyoyan, of Raymond Township; James, 
who was graduated from a Chicago school of 
veterinary surgery, is now located at Kenosha; 


were all born and reared in Racine County and 
have been well educated in the public schools. 
Like their parents, they are members of the Cath- 
olic Church. In politics Mr. Kearney is a Demo- 
crat, having been a stanch advocate of that party 
since he cast his first Presidential vote in 1840. 
While he reveres Ireland as the land of his birth, 
Racine County has no truer American citizen. He 


loves the land and its free institutions, and has | 


its welfare at heart. It has given him a home, 
and he is bound to it with ties of love that can 
never be seyered. By his fellow-townsmen Mr. 
Kearney is highly esteemed as a seif-ınade man, 
and those with whom business and social relations 


have brought him in contact hold him in high | 


regard. 


yILLIAM H. MORE, who is engaged in | 


f 


\,/ farming and dairying on section 34, Cale- 


of the worthy citizens that New York has fur- 


nished Wisconsin. He was born in Albany County, | 


of the Empire State, April 23, 1844, and is tbe 


More. His father was also a native of Albany 


the birth of three children emigrated Westward to 
Racine County, Wis., and became residents of Cal- 
edonia Township. Five years later they removed 
to Raymond Township, where Mr. More died in 
in 1884. He was a highly respected citizen of 


worthy character, benevolent and liberal. He gave | 


of his means to help those not so well off as him- 
self, remembering that at one time he, too, was 


poor, and had to work his way up by his own ef- | 
forts. In politics be was a stanch Republican, but | 
never sought or desircd political preferment for | 
Mrs. More still survives her husband, 


himself. 
and resides in Michigan with her daughter. Four 
children completed the family circle: William H., 
of this sketch; Anzoletta,wife of William L. Shum- 


donia Township, Racine County, is one | 


| donia Township. 
eldest child of Henry and Catherine (Bailey) | 
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Leonard, who is living in Raymond; and Malvina, 
whose home is in Hastings, Mich. 

The early life of W. H. More passed unevent- 
fully, the routi.e of farm labor being uninter- 
rupted by anything of special importance. As soon 
as he was oid enough he began to help in the 
farm labor, clearing away the stumps and aiding 
in the development of the land. When winter 
came and out-door labor was not possible, he went 
to the district sel ools, where he ecquired a good 
knowledge of the common branches. Remaining 
at home until 1864, he then, at the age of twenty 
years, offered his services to the Government, en- 
listing in Company G, of the Forty-third Wiscon- 
sin Infantry, which was organized at Camp Wash- 
burn, in Milwaukee, and was sent thence to 
Johnsonville, Tenn. Six weeks later orders came 


| to proceed to Nashville, and afterward, at Deckard 


Station, the regiment did guard duty. After ten 
months of service as corporal, Mr. More was dis- 
charged, at the close of the war, in Nashville, Tenn., 
reaching home on the 4th of July, 1865. The fol- 
lowing year he went to Rice County, Minn., where 
he spent the summer, and on his return to Racine 
County engaged in farming in Raymond Town- 
afterward removed to Cale- 
He now owns and operates one 
hundred and twenty acres of valuable land on 


ship, whence he 


| section 34, which he has under a high state of cul- 
County, but his mother was born in Connecticut. | 
They were married in the former place, and after | 


tivation. He also engages quite extensively in 
the dairy business, shipping bis cream to Milwau- 
kee, and in this way adds not a little to his in- 
come. 

A marriage ceremony performed in 1870 united 
the destinies of W. II. More and Miss Mary J. 
Allen, who was born in the neighborhood of her 
present home. Their union has been biessed with 


a a family of four children, two sons and two daugh- 


ters—Elsie, Williard M., Harvey E. and Ella M. 
Since casting his first presidential vote for 
Abraham Lincoln, Mr. More has been a firm sup- 
porter of Republican principles, and takes quite an 
active interest in political affairs, being quite an 
influential member in the conventions of his party. 
While a resident of Raymond Township he filled 
the office of Town Treasurer. Socially, he is a mem- 


PP 


ber of the Modern Woodmen * of Frankville, | i 
and of Gov. Harvey Post, G. A. R., of Racine. He l 
also belongs to the Old Settlers” Association of the 
county, where he has resided for forty-one years, 
He has witnessed the growth and progress made in | 
this locality, and in its development and upbuild- 
ing he has ever borne his share. 
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arming them in diieas of the Union. For one 
year he held the office of Superintendent of Public 
Schools, and devoted much time to their improve- 
ment and proper organization. -He was a man of 
fine scholarship, a lover and promoter of the true 
and beautiful in art, and a close friend of some of 
the best and wisest men who have lived in Racine. 


His health was much impaired during the last few 
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i O C. NORTHROP. The subject of this sketch, 
Hon. George Chester Northrop, was born in 
À J Galway, Saratoga County, N. Y., April 1, 
1819, being the second son of Dr. Booth Northrop, 
a successful physician of that town. He received 
a liberal academic education and commenced the 


study of law at Ballston Springs, and when admit- | 


ted to the bar opened his law office in Medina, 
N. Y. He was eminently successful as a jury law- 
yer and as a wise counselor, and was often elected 
to oflices of trust. His health becoming impaired 
from the effects of a dangerous fall, he moved to 
Wisconsin in 1849, and soon after located in Ra- 
cine. In January, 1854, in connection with Horatio 
B. Munroe, Henry S. Durand, Reuben M. Norton, 
and others, he organized the Racine County Bank 
and was for many years its cashier. For twelve 
years he was associated with his brother in the 
“Bank of B. B. Northrop & Co.” He was twice 
honored by his fellow-citizens with the office of 
Mayor, being elecied by large majorities in 1861 
and 1863. 
dignity and self-possession, he has seldom been 
equaled. 

In the fall of 1864 he was elected to the State 
Legislature and represented the city with much 
honor and eredit. Although only his first term at 


Madison he lacked only a few votes of being chosen 
Speaker of the House. He is remembered by those | 


of our citizens who took part in the eventful scenes 


of the late Civil War as a ready and eloquent | 


speaker, awakening enthusiasm for the cause of 
justice, freedum and the Union by his addresses in 
the city and county. In a Fourth of July ora- 


tion in the first year of the war he boldly advocated 
emancipation of the slaves by act of Congress, and | 


| years of his life and he died from the effects of 


jaundiee, Wednesday morning, July 15, 1874, 
leaving an only daughter, Sarah, now the wife of 
William Rochester Banks, of Lamar, Mo. His 
oldest brother, Rev. Henry H. Northrop, of Flint, 
Mich., and his younger brother, Byron B. North- 
rop, of Racine, Wis., survive and cherish his mem- 
ory. 
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FA HARLES FREEMAN a prominent youngbus- 
~= ines man of Racine, is connected with one 
J of the leading industries of the city, being 
President of the S. Freeman & Sons Manufacturing 
Company. He was born in Centralia, Iil., March 
7, 1858, and is a son of Stephen Freeman, whose 
sketch also appears in this volume. When about 
nine years of age the family came to Racine and 
his education was acquired in the public schools. 
From his boyhood he has been identified with the 
manufacturing interests of the city. Until twenty- 
one years of age he was an assistant in his father’s 


| office and was then admitted toa partnership 
As a presiding ofticer of fine presence, | 


in the business. Upon the organization of the 
above company in 1886, he was made Secretary 
and Treasurer and at the death of his father suc- 
ceeded to the presidency. 

In this city, August 30, 1883, Mr. Freeman was 
united in marriage with Miss Jessie, daughter of 
Hugh O. Williams, and their home has been blessed 
by the presence of three children-—Gertrude, Har- 
old and Vivian. 

In political sentiment Mr. Freeman is a Demo- 
crat and his served as School Commissioner from 
the Sixth Ward. He is a member of the Odd Fel- 
lows fraternity and isa Knight Templar Mason, 
being connected with Racine Lodge, No. 92, A. 
F. & A. M.; Orient Chapter, No. 12, R. A. M.; and 
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Racine Comteiedeny, No. 7, K. T. Though a 
young man he has arisen to prominence in busi- 
ness circles and now stands at the head of one of 
the extensive manufacturing concerns of Racine. 


Sagacious and far-sighted he possesses excellent | 


business ability, is enterprising and progressive 
and has labored for the success which has justly 
crowned his efforts. 


| OHN GOLDESBROUGH MEACHEM, Jr., 
M. D., though comparatively a young man, 
has been a practicing physician and surgeon 
SY for twenty-seven years and during that 
time has won an enviable reputation. He was born 
in Linden, N. Y., June 10, 1846, and is the only 
son of Dr. J. G. Meachem, whose sketch appears 
elsewhere in this volume. Our subject, as a boy, 
spent much of his time in his father’s office and in 
his earliest childhood began to imitate his father 
by putting up salt as medicine for other members 
of the family, but as the years passed the imitative 
vein developed into reality and in maturer years 
he has followed his father’s footsteps in profes- 
sional life, in nobility of character and in good 
works. 
The literary education of Dr. Meachem was ac- 
quired at the Warsaw Academy where he displayed 


considerable ability in mastering the prescribed | 


course. Having studied medicine under his father’s 
direction he was gradunted from Rush Medical 
College when nineteen years of age. Subsequently 
he took private instructions from Prof. Flint, of 


Bellevue Hospital Medical College, of New York | 


City. Since his completion of that course of study 
in 1866 he has practiced in Racine continuously 
and is ranked among the first physicians in the 
city. Especial attention is given by him to Ob- 


often being called on by his professional brethren 


eine. 
stetrics, in which line of practice he has had mar- 
velous success and a very extensive patronage, | 
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| and Leders of Wa Wisonttn State Med- 
ical Association; and Racine Medical Society, of 
| which he was Secretary some ten years. 


His med- 
ical writings have been upon Osteocephaloma, Er- 
gotine Poisoning, Prolapsed Funis, Delivery of the 
Placenta, New Medical Literature, and other sub- 


| jects, prepared for and read before various socie- 
| ties and associations. 
| numerous lectures before public audiences, speak- 
| ing extemporaneously or from a few prepared 
| notes. 


The Doctor has delivered 


He has contributed frequently to the city 
newspapers articles relating tu public health. 

Dr. Meachem has been a member of the Board 
of Health for about fifteen years and is now its 
President. He was a leading spirit in securing the 
first sewers put through the city. His analysis and 
report of the water from one hundred and six- 
teen wells, with numerous communications to the 
daily papers and to the City Council led to the 
sinking of artesian wells and later, principally 
by his efforts, to securing the complete system 
of water-works, of which the city is now justly 
proud. When it was proposed to erect St. Luke’s 


Hospital he gave his time, influence and money to 
the enterprise, and since its organization has been 
one of the attending physicians and surgeons. For 
several terms he has acceptably filled the position 


of City Physician. He is now medical examiner 
for ten of the leading Life Insurance Companies 
and Associations. 

Socially, Dr. Meachem is connected with the 
Royal Arcanum, Royal League, Modern Woodmen 
and the Fraternal Alliance. The business world 
receives due attention at his hands, he being une to 
help organize the Business Men’s Association,acting 
as presiding officer at the first meeting. The best 
interests of the city have always found in hima 
friend, and Dr. Meachem has been an important 
factor in the upbuilding and development of Ra- 
A zealous worker in the cause of Christian- 
ity, he is Choirmaster of the vested choir and Su- 
perintendent of th? Sunday-school of St. Luke’s 


Episcopa! Church, to which he belongs. 
for counsel and assistance. Among the men of | 
his profession he is well known, being a member of | 
the following medical organizations: the American | 
Medical Assoviation; Academy of Arts, Sciences | occurred May 3, 1847. 


The marriage of Dr. Meachem and Miss Eliza 
S nith was celebrated in Racine, December 20, 1870. 
The lady is a native of this city, her birth having 
She joins her husband in 
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all his eren ae Christian work and has ii 
deed proved a true helpmate to him. Her many 
excellencies of character have won her a large cir- 
cle of friends who esteem her highly. To the Doc- 
tor and his wife have been born two children— 
John Goldsbrough and Florence Eliza. The latter 
died at the age of six and a half years. 

From tbis brief sketch it will be seen that our 
subject has been an intensely active and useful 
man in the community and hence his popularity 
has not been gained by the incident of birth, but 
has been won by honorable and worthy effort. 
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Case Threshing Machine Company, is too 

well known 1n business circles, and to the 

old settlers of the county, to need special 
introduction here, but we feel that a record of his | 
life work will be received with interest by many of 
our readers. He is of English descent, although 
several generations of the family have been born | 
on American soil. His grandfather, Dr. Horace | 
Bull, was a practicing physician of Dutchess | 
County, N. Y., where his father, De Grove Bull, | 
was born in 1797, and there married Miss Amanada | 
Crosby, who was about two years his junior. 
Their marriage was celebrated in Putnam County, 
N. Y., but soon afterward they removed to Cayuga | 
County, and in 1846 left the Empire State, emi- | 
grating Westward to Racine County, Wis. Locat- | 
ing in Raymond Township, DeGrove Bull and | 
his wife there spent their last days. He became a | 
well-to-do farmer and was highly respected in the 
community where he lived. Politically, he was 
an old-line Democrat, but never sought for public 
preferment. He died in 1878, and is buried in Ra- 
cine Cemetery, where, by his side, were laid the re- 
mainsof his wife. She was a devoted Christian of 
the Baptist faith. 

The family of Mr. and Mrs. DeGrove Bul! num- 
bered eleven children-—Sallie, who became the 
wife of Ira Fish, is now deceased; Janet, who is 
the wife of Thomas Gage, resides in Racine; 
George, who came to this county in 1843, clerking | 


TEPHEN BULL, Vice-President of the J. I. 
| 
| 
| 
i 


for a time in a store in Racine wee EEE 
removing to California, where he engaged in mer- 
chandising, is now deceased; Stephen is the next 
younger; Clarissa is the wife of Robert Dilley, of 
Coon Rapids, Iowa; Lydia is the wife of Hon. J. 
I. Case, whose sketch appears elsewhere in this 
work; Daniel is also represented on another page 
of this volume; James, deceased, was a farmer by 
occupation; Wakely T. is a book-keeper for the 
J. I. Case Threshing Machine Company; Caroline 
is the wife of Lorenzo Waite, of Racine; and 
Charles H., whose sketch appears elsewhere, is liv- 
ing on the old homestead. 

On the 14th of March, 1822, Stephen Bull was 
born in Cayuga County, N. V., and after receiving 
a fair education in the district schools of those 
days, he went to New York City in 1839, where 
he entered upon his business carcer as clerk in a 
grocery store. He there became familiar with busi- 
ness methods and after three years spent as a sales- 
man embarked in the same line of business on his 
own account. Carrying on the store for two years, 
he then sold out and returned home, but it was 


| not long afterwards, in October, 1845, when he left 


for the West with the hope of bettering his finan- 
cial condition in the new and rapidly growing 
country. He first located in Racine County and 
after two years went to Spring Prairie, Walworth 


| County, where he was occupied in general mer- 
| chandising for some ten years. At the expiration 


of that time he sold out and again took up his 
residence in Racine. In 1858 he became an em- 
ploye of J. I. Case, and five years later purchased 
an interest in the business, Mr. Case selling three- 
fourths of his manufacturing interests to three of 
his most capable employees—Stephen Bull, Rob- 


ert II. Baker and M. B. Erskine, the firm title be- 


coming J. I. Case & Co. The phenomenal success 
of their enterprise in not due to any one of them 
in particular but to the combined efforts of all. 
in 1880, the J. L Case Threshing Machine Com- 
pany was organized with Mr. Bull as vice-president 
and general manager, a position which he had held 
in the former company since its organization. 

In other successful enterprises Mr. Bull is also 
interested. He helped to organize both the Manu- 
facturers National Bank of Racine and the First 
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National Bank of — Wis. ot the latter 


he is Vice-President, and is a Director in both or- 
ganizations. 

In June, 1849, Mr. Bull was united in marriage 
with Miss Ellen C., daughter of Albert B. Kellogg, 
their marriage being celebrated at White Pigeon, 
Mich. The lady is a native of New Canaan, Conn. 
By their union six children have been born-—Ida 
B., wife of H. W. Conger, Vice-President of the 
Milwaukee Harvesting Company; Frank K., Secre- 
tary of the J. I. Case Threshing Machine Com- 
pany, President of the Belle City Manufacturing 
Company, and a director and acting president of 
the Union National Bank; Janet G., wife of R. T. 
Robinson, druggist of Racine; Lillian, wife of 
Fred Robinson Jr., of Denver, Col.; Fred Herbert 
and Bessie M., an accomplished musician now pur- 
suing the study of that art in Germany. The 
mother of this family was called to her final rest 
on the 22d of March, 1880. She was a faithful 
and loving wife and mother and a consistent 
Christian, a member of the Presbyterian Church. 
Mr. Bull is a Unive rsalist in religious belief. 

For many years our subject has been connected 
with the Masonic order and is now a member of 
the Blue Lodge, Chapter and Commandery of Ra- 
cine and of the Mystic Shrine and Oriental Con- 
sistory of Milwaukee. In political sentiment he 
is a Republican and though he has served as a 
member of the city council it has been his policy 
to avoid politics. In the case of Mr. Bull eulogy 
might be appropriately indulged in, but it is de- 
cidedly distasteful to him. It is sufficient to say 
that in every relation of life he has acted the part 
of a man inthe truest and best sense of the word. 
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LARK W. WRIGHT, an early settler of 
© Racine, now residing in Merrill, Wis., de- 

serves representation in this volume as one 
of the pioneers of Racine County. He was born 
in the town of Litchfield, Herkimer County, N. Y., 
on the 1st of February, 1816, and is the son of 
Augustine and Grace (Smith) Wright, both of 
whom were native Americans. Our subject was 


$ 


rete to manhood in New York, and on PR 
his majority was married in Villinovia, Chautau- 
qua County, on the 22d of February, 1837, to 
Miss Lovisa M. Faulkner, a daughter of John and 
Bessie (Robinson) Faulkner. 

During the later years of his residence in the 
Empire State, Mr. Wright lived in Hamlet, Cattar- 
augus County. Severing his business relation in 
the East he emigrated Westward in October, 1849, 
and with his family settled near Racine, Wis., 
where he made his home for about six years. In 
1855, he removed to Lyndon, Juneau County, of 
the same State, where, for a short time, he was en- 
gaged in buying grain. Later, he was station 
agent, at that place, for the Chicago, Milwaukee & 
St. Paul Railroad Company, and was also engaged 
in general merchandising. For the past two years 
he has resided in Merrili, Wis., with his daughter, 
Mrs. Olive A. Willis. His long residence in Lyn- 
don made him widely known and he became a 
prominent citizen of that place. In politics, he is 
a stanch Republican, and for eighteen years served 
as Postmaster of Lyndon, but when a change of 
administration placed Grover Cleveland in the 
Presidential chair he quitted the office. 

Seven children were born unto Mr. and Mrs. 
Wright, and with one exception all are yet living 
—Byron A., who was born November 16, 1837, 
and married Fannie C. Ranny on the Ist of Janu- 
ary, 1861, resides in Sparta, Wis.; Grace was born 
July 19, 1840, and in August, 1861, became the 
wife of James M. Perry, a resident of Wyandotte, 
Ark.; Edgar T., born November 19, 1840 and died 
in April, 1870; Anna T., born February 26, 1847, 
was married in February, 1874 to Edward R. Dan- 
iels. now deceased, and resides at La Crosse; Olive 
A., born January 1, 1850, in November, 1886 be- 
came the wife ví William II. Willis, Jr., and resides 
in Merrill, Wis.; Emery D., born March 5, 1852, is 
the present superintendent of the Racine & South- 
western division of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. 
Paul Railroad, residing at Racine; Jennie, born 
October 6, 1854, was married in August, 1874, to 
William M. Harris and resides in Lyndon, Juneau 
County, Wis. 

The mother of this family was called to her final 
rest April 25, 1889, after fifty-two years of wedded 
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life. She was a consistent Christian woman, a 
Protestant in her religious views and was devoted 
to her husband and children. Mr. Wright is also 
a Protestant. Since the death of his wife he has 
resided with his daughter, Mrs. Willis. His life 
has been a useful one and his course has always 
been that of an upright, honorable man. 


JA AMIEL N. COLLAR is the owner of a 
fine farm of eighty acres on section 27, 
Dover Township, Racine County, pleas- 
antly and conveniently located near 
Kansasville. He is also numbered among the 
honored pioneers of the county where he has re- 
sided for more than half a century. Few have 
longer been residents.or have witnessed more of 
the growth or upbuilding of the county than the 
gentleman whose name heads this sketch. 

He was born in Berkshire County, Mass., August 
11, 1824. His grandfather, Moses Collar, was a 
son of one of three brothers who emigrated from 
Ireland to America in early colonial days, becom- 
ing the founders of the family in this country. 
The father of our subject, Jared Collar, was also a 
native of the old Bay State, born January 13, 
1791. During the War of 1812 he joined an in- 
dependent company of horse, which went to the 
front, but did not take part in very active service. 
He grew to manhood and was married in Massa- 
chus:tts to Rhoda Northway, a native of Connect- 
icut, and a daughter of Samuel Northway. Mr. 
Collar was a cooper by trade, and in connection 
with that business also cngaged in farming. He 
removed to New York in 1830, and upon a farm 
in Madison County resided for six years. In 1836 
he emigrated Westward to Wisconsin, located land, 
and then returned to New York. The following 
year he brought his family to Racine County and 
made a claim near the present town of Union 
Grove. The land was all wild, not a furrow hav- 
ing been turned or an improvement made, but he 
cleared, fenced and broke it, and made of it a fine 
farm, upon which he resided for several years. On 
selling that place in 1845 he purchased the farm 


on which our subject still resides, and there lived 
until his death, which occurred June 17, 1877. 
His wife died some years previous, having de- 
parted this life October 25, 1855. Mr. Collar was 
one of the founders and original members of the 
Congregational Church of Union Grove, and at 
his death was the last of its charter members living 
here. 

In the family of this worthy couple were seven 
sons and two daughters, who grew to mature 
years. Ornan H., after residing in this county for 
a number of years, removed to Minnesota, where 
his death occurred in December, 1881. Moses J. 
was married and resided in New York for some 
time, after which he went to Danbury, Conn., where 
his last days were spent, he dyingin 1869. Samuel 
E., who married and located in Racine County, en- 
listed for the late war in the Second Wisconsin 
Cavalry, and died during the service in a hospital 
in Rolla, Mo. Jared A., who was also one of the 
boys in blue of the late war, is now living with 
his family in Beloit, Kan. Daniel N. is the next 
younger. Aurin M. is a prominent farmer of 
Racine County. Rhoda L. is the wife of P. C. 
Castle, of Longmont, Col. Merton P. died July 
4, 1851, at the age of nineteen years. Mary L. 
died in infancy. Harriet L. is the wife of Stephen 
A. Northrup, of Thayer, Union County, Iowa, and 
completes the family. 

The first thirteen years of his life our subject 
spent in Massachusetts and New York, but fiom 
that time has been a resident of Racine County. 
Amid the wild scenes of pioneer life he was reared 
to manhood. ‘The schools of the community at 
that day were not of a very advanced character, 
and hence he acquired but a meagre education. 
He remained with his father until his death, but 
long previous assumed the management and con- 
trol of the farm. He was married June 9, 1857, 
to Muss Letitia Ginty, who was born in Toronto, 
Canada, but has spent the greater part of her life 
in Racine County. She is a lady of culture and 
refinement, and previous to her marriage engaged 
in teaching. Her father, James Ginty, was a na- 
tive of Ireland, and crossing the Atlantic became 
one of the early settlers of this community. When 
the war broke out he espoused the cause of his 
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adopted n and though fifty years of 
age, enlisted in Company A., Twenty-second W is- 
consin Infantry in 1863, and served until June, 
1865, when he was made Second Lieutenant of 
Company II., Forty-seventh Wisconsin Infantry. 
and went with Sherman from Atlanta to the sea. 


wood and held a short time in Libby prison. 
The young couple began their domestic life 
upon the old homestead. where Mr. Collar con- 


when he joined the Forty-seventh Wisconsin In- 
fantry, and served until his discharge in June at 
the close of the war. He did duty in Louisville 
and Nashville, spending most of his time in 
Tennessee until he was mustered out. He imme- 
diately afterwards returned to his home and re- 
sumed farming. As before stated, he owns a good 
farm of eighty acres, which is under a high state 
of cultivation, well improved, and supplied with 
good barns and outbuildings, and n comfortable 
residence. The neat appearance of the place gives 
evidence of the thrift and enterprise of the owner, 
who is accounted one of the influential and. pro- 
gressive farmers of the community. 

In politics Mr. Collar has been a stanch Repub- 
lican since the time when he supported John C. 
Fremont, the first Presidential candidate of that 
party. He has held a number of local offices of 


honor and trust, having served as Constable, Town | 
He takes a | 


Clerk, and upon the School Board. 
commendable and active interest in educational 
affairs, and during his connection with the Board 
of Education did not a little for the benefit of the 
schools in this community. In whatever position 
he has served he has discharged his duties with 
promptness and fidelity. Both he and his wife 
are prominent members of the Congregational 
Church, of which he has been deacon for forty-two 
years, and has never missed but three Communion 
services, save when inthe service of his country. 


In the Sunday-school he has been scholar, teacher | 


and Superintendent since its organization in 1838. 
He holds membership with the Grand Army of the 


Republic, and is a man who gives his support and | 


sympathy to all enterprises calculated to advance 
the best interests of the community, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| Thomas N., of this sketch. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| died in April, 1889. 
During his service he was taken prisoner at Brent- | 
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Mr. and Mrs. Collar have had oer children— 
William G., now a lumber merchant of Merrill, 
Wis.; Flora G., at home; Rhoda Belle, who died 
in infancy; and Eila M., who became the wife of 
Victor Richards, of Bristol, Kenosha County, and 
The family is one held in 
high esteem wherever known. Mr. Collar is truly 
one of the valued citizens of the community, an 
upright man, and an honored pioneer well worthy 


of representation in this volume. 
tinued to engage in farming until February, 1865, | 


R. THOMAS N. SCHYETZ, a rising young 
) physician who has the reputation for skill 

and ability that many an older practi- 

tioner might well envy, resides on section 
15, Caledonia Township, Racine County. He was 
born in Chicago on the 29th of January, 1861,and 
is a son of Joseph Schnetz, a native of Germany, 
who in his boyhood came to America and was 
reared to manhood in Chicago. He resided in 
that city when it was so sparsely settled that ducks 
could be shot where the court house now stands. 
He became a confectioner by trade, and followed 
that business for many years. In Chicago he was 
united in marriage with Elizabeth Nelson, who 
was born in Glasgow, Scotland, in 1825. Remov- 
ing to Racine he became foreman in a planing mill 
in that city, where he made his home until 
recently, when he removed with his wife to Mil- 
waukee, where they now reside. They have two 
sons who are yet living, Luther, at home, and 
Joseph Schentz is a 
prominent member of the Odd Fellows order, 
and is also an honored member of the Masonic 
fraternity. Throughout his life he has affiliated 
with the Republican party. 

In the public schools of Racine Dr. Schnetz 
began his education, and completed his literary 


| studies in McMyn’s Academy, from which he was 


graduated. When a youth it became his desire to 


make the practice of medicine his life work, and at 
the age of nineteen he began to fit himself for the 
| profession, pursuing his studies under the direction 
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of Dr. r3 H. de, of P He then entered 
Rush Medical College, of Chicago, from wbich he 
was graduated in February, 1884. Two wceks 
later he began the practice of his chosen profession 
in Caledonia Township, where he has since made 
his home. His success has been almost phenom- 
enal, and we predict for Dr. Schnetz a still more 
brilliant career. In the first year after his gradua- 
tion he made $2,600. Close attention to business, 
supplemented by expert skill, has won him a lib- 
eral patronage, which is constantly increasing, and 
he intends before many years to further perfect 
himself in his studies by a trip to Europe. 

In 1885, in Caledonia Township, the Doctor 
was united in marriage with Miss Minnie Smith, 
one of Racine County’s fair daughters. Unto 
them were born two children, but they lost their 
little girl. Their son, Roy, is the light of the 
household. ‘The parents hold a high position in 
the social world, and have a large circle of friends 
and acquaintances throughout the county. 

In his social relations Dr. Schnetz is a Knight of 
Pythias, and a Modern Woodman. He is the 
health officer for the town, is examiner for two or 
three insurance companies, and for the Woodmen’s 
organization. His success as a practitioner is 
something unusual for one so young, yet is richly 
merited, for, careful and painstaking, the Doctor 
neglects no duty, and his faithfulness deserves a 
liberal reward. 
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a pue A. CHRISTENSEN is engaged in gen- 
() eral merchandising in Union Grove, Racine 
County, where for a number of years he 
has successfully carried on Operations in this line. 
His enterprise and progressive spirit have made 
him a leader among the citizens of this community, 
where he is widely known and highly esteemed. 
He was born in Schleswig, Germany, January 22, 
1849, and was the fourth in a family of seven chil- 
dren, numbering six sons and a daughter. The 
eldest, Bene, resides in Union Grove and is the 
widow of T. Thorlacius, who was formerly a mer- 
chant of this place; Christian and John are both 
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deceased; Nels A. is the 1 next younger; Rudolph 
and Frederick are also deceased and John C. is 
married and enguges in the grocery business in 
Racine. The father of this family, John Christen- 
sen, was born in Denmark, December 30, 1812, and 
died on the 30th of January, 1885. By trade he 
was a tailor and did a successful business in that 
line in his native land, where he spent his entire 
life. He was a volunteer in the War of 1848, 
against Germany, called the Sleswick-Holstein 
War. His wife, whose maiden name was Mary 
Christensen, was a native of the same locality as 
our subject. She was born December 27, 1811, and 
their marriage was celebrated in June, 1842. She 
is still living at the advanced age of eighty years. 

The advantages, educational or otherwise, which 
our subject received in his boyhood were vıry 
limited, for at the early age of nine years he was 
compelled to start out in life for himself to earn 
his own living. Thus he was cut off from many 
of the privileges and enjoyments of childhood 
days. At the age of fourteen, he became an em- 
ploye in a dry-goods store in Tondern, Sleswick, 
where he remained for four and one-half years. 
When he began that work he received nothing but 
his board, even his clothing had to be furnished by 
his parents. From time to time he heard accounts 
of the wonderful privileges and advantages af- 
forded young men in America, and he determined 
to test the truth of these reports by trying his for- 
tune in the New World. Bidding adieu to parents, 
friends and native land, at the age of eighteen, he 
sailed from Hamburg, Germany on a New York 
bound steamer which left port on the 4th of Nov- 
ember, 1868, and dropped anchor in New York 
Harbor fourteen days later. Mr. Christensen found 
himself a stranger in a strange land, the speech of 
its people unfamiliar to him, without a single 
friend to counsel or advise him and only $20 in 
money but energy and determination are passports 
to success in any land and these he possessed. He 
began work as a farm laborer at $12 per month, at 
Kingston on the Hudson, where he spent half a 
year and then started for the far West. On reach- 
ing Chicago, he secured a position as teamster, 
worked one year and then went to Little Rock, 
Ark., where he was engaged as a salesman in a 
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grocery and bakery forthree years. At the expira- 
tion of that period, he determined to see some of 
this country and spent six months in travel, much 
of the time being in Iowa and Nebraska. He finally 
returned to Chicago, again engaged in teaming and 
remained in that city until 1880, which year wit- 
nessed his arrival in Union Grove. 


was joined in wedlock with Miss Carrié Thorlacius, 
a native of Denmark and a daughter of B. and 


I 


efforts. Pes have to naa, lite’ s battle with the 
world with less than our subject had and for his 


| success he certainly deserves much credit. The 


high esteem of many friends and acquaintances is 
accorded him and his estimable wife and it is with 
pleasure that we present this record to the readers 


| of the ALbuUm. 
On the i8th of September, 1884, Mr. Christensen 


Ann Thorlacius, both of whom died in their na- | 


tive land. Our subject and his wife are devotcd 
members of the Lutheran Church of Racine. They 


have ever taken a warm interest in all benevolent | 


and charitable enterprises worthy of their consid- 
eration and are classed among the best citizens of 
Union Grove. 
their native land. They sailed from New York in 
the month of January and returned the following 
April. Mrs. Christensen has again crossed the 
Atlantic to visit her childhood home, and has re- 
turned once more to her home in Union Grove, 
On coming to Union Grove, in 1880, Mr. Christ- 
ensen formed a partnership with Theodore Thorla- 
cius in general merchandising, their stock being 
worth about $1,000. Being men of good business 
ability, enterprising, progressive and courteous 
in the treatment of their customers they soon won 
a liberal patronage and built up a fine trade. Mr. 


Christensen & Green, under which style business 
was carried on until March, 1890,since which time 
Mr. Christensen has been sole proprietor. He carries 
a full and complete stock of diy goods, clothing, 
staple and fancy groceries, and queensware and 
hardware, and by close attention to business and 
an earnest desire to please his customers, he has 
won a fine trade. His annual sales amount to 
about $25,000. He also owns other property in 
Union Grove and his possessions are such as would 
enable him to him live retired throughout the re- 
mainder of his life. 

This sketch might well prove a source of en- 
couragement to young men, who have to begin 
life for themselves as it shows what may be accom- 
plished by perseverance, industry and well directed 


In 1885, they concluded to visit | 


lington. Much is said of what the men 
) have done for the upbuilding of the coun- 
try, comparatively little mention being 
made of what the mothers,wives and daughters have 
done, ye’ their labors were no less Inferior though 
of a different nature. Mrs. Tomlinson may well 
be numbered among the pioneers of Racine County 
and is therefore deserving of representation in 
this volume. 

She was born on the site of Ottawa, in Upper 
Canada, December 1, 1829, and is the eldest of six 
children, three sons and three daughters, but only 
the sisters are living. Her father, James Mather, 
was born in Bolton, Lancastershire, England, July 
5, 1805, and at the age of thirteen was left father- 


| less, The following year he came into possession 
Thorlacius died in May, 1888, and his interest was | 
then purchased by J. Green, the firm becoming | 


of quite a large estate and traveled all over Great 
Britain, but soon afterward misfortune overtook 
him and his possessions were lost. In order to 
provide for his own support he learned the black- 
smith's trade. At the age of twenty-four he was 
married on the 29th of January, 1829, the lady of 
his choice being Miss Elizabeth Pennington, a na- 
tive of Liverpool, and a daughter of Rev. John 
Pennington, rector of Looton, in the Parish of 
Warwick, Lancastershire, England. She was edu- 


cated as became the high family from which she 


was descended. Her people were wealthy and she 
had liberal advantages, not only in literature, but 
in music as well, and in the church, of which her 
father was rector she acted as organist. Not less 
on the father’s side is Mrs. Tomlinson descended 
from people of rank for her father traced his an- 
cestry in direct line back to Cotton Mather, 
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In the same year of their marriage, Mr. and Mrs. 
Mather crossed the Atlantic to Canada, where he 
secured a small farm and engaged in agricultural 
pursuits. He was there residing when the Rebellion 
in that country was in progress and he played an 
important part in rescuing his friends from the 
grasp of the insurgents. When Mrs. Tomlinson 


| 
| 
| 
| 
i 


was nine years of age the parents came with their | 


family to Racine County in 1838, from Buffalo, 


N. Y., where Mr. Mather had been engaged in mer- | 


cantile pursuits for two years. 
by way of the Great Lakes on the vessel “General 


The trip was made | 


Wayne,“ and they landed in Milwaukee when it 


was but a small village. Near where many of its 


finest buildings now stand the people were gather- | 


ing rice from the sloughs, doing their work in 
canoes. 
dred acres of wild land in Walworth County, pur- 
chasing the same at the Government price of 81.25 
per acre. 
cabin was the home of the family for some time. 


Mr. Mather took up a claim of four hun- | 


have made her an intelligent and accomplished 
woman. She was reared amid religious influences, 
her parents both being consistent members of the 
Episcopal Church “and in that faith they died, the 
father passing away January 17, 1873, while her 
mother was called to her final rest February 23, 
1871. They now sleep side by side in the Bur- 
lington Cemetery, where a beautiful monument has 
been erected to their memory. 

Under the parental roof Sarah Mather spent the 
days of her maidenhood and on the 17th of Aprıl, 
1848, gave her hand in marriage to James Tomlın- 
son, a native of Stockport, England. When a young 
man he learned the cabinetmaker’s trade and was 
a most skillful mechanic. He carried off one of 
the premiums at the Mechanical Institute of Stock- 
port when only twelve years of age, invented 
many useful and ingenious contrivances and four 


| of his inventions were patented. With his parents 


It was entirely unimproved and a log | 


he came to this country, locating in Brooklyn, and 


| a number of years later with his brother George, 


There were remnants of several of the Indian | 


tribes in the locality, wild game of all kinds was 
very plentiful and Mrs. Tomlinson tells of seeing 
as many as forty or fifty deer grazing on their land 


not far from the house. The closest markets were | 


at Racine and Milwaukee and many were the hard- 
ships and privations incident to pioneer life which 
the family had to endure. In political sentiment, 
Mr. Mather was a stanch Democrat and socially 
was a Mason and an Odd Fellow. 

The two sisters of Mrs. Tomlinson are Mary Ann 
who first became the wife of James Bull, a brother 
of Mrs. J. 1. Case, who died about 1874, and after 
his death she married B. R. Clark. They reside 
near Milwaukee and have a family of three chil- 
dren. Grace Victoria is now the wife of Stiles 
Moe, a general merchant and leading citizen of 
Union Grove, whose sketch appears elsewhere in 
this work. ‘They also have three children. 

We have before told something of the early life 
of the Mather family in Wisconsin. As in a new 
community, the schools are primitive in character, 
the early educational advantages of the daughter 
Sarah were limited. She afterward pursued a short 
course of private instruction at the Ladies’ Seminary 
in Racine, and subsequent reading and observation 


who is now a resident of Racine, started for the 
West and located in Racine County. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Tomlinson were born nine 
children, four sons and five daughters, but only 
three are now living. Clara E. was educated in the 
Racine High School, and is the wife of Mark Row- 
ley, of Chicago. Alison, who was educated in the 
Racine High School and had excellent musical 
training, has been a teacher of both vocal and in- 
strumental music in Racine and Burlington for ten 
years. She studied under some of the best teach- 
ers in Chicago and her talent in this line is far 
above the average. She married Charles C. Pulver, 
a commercial traveler for the firm of Heath & Mil- 
ligan. ‘They reside in Burlington, Wis., and have 
a little son, Bruce Nelson. Mandley Mark, who 
was educated in the Burlington High School and 
in Racine, is the youngest of the family. He re- 
sides in Knoxville, Tenn., where he holds a posi- 
tion as foreman of a manufactory. 

On the 8th of December, 1864, Mr. Tomlinson 
passed away and his remains were interred in the 
cemetery of Racine. He was a valued citizen, an 
upright man and had the confidence and respect of 
all. In politics he was first a Freesoiler and after- 
wards Democrat, He held several offices of honor 


and trust, was City Alderman for a number of 
years and also a member of the Board of Educa- 
tion. In 1875 Mrs. Tomlinson came to Burlington, 
where she has since made her home. She ranks 
high in social circles and has many warm friends 
throughout the community who esteem her for her 
many excellencies of character. Accompanicd by 
her sister, Mrs. Clark, she revisited the old home of 
her parents in 1887. On the 25th of August they 
sailed from New York on the “Aurania,’’ of the 
Cunard Line and on the eighth day after leaving 
port, arrived at Liverpool. The trip is one nover 
to be forgotten. She looked upon the scenes 
amidst which the childhood of her parents were 
passed and as a souvenir of her trip has a beautiful 
picture of the old church in which her mother 
once acted as organist and also in the view is shown 
the monuments of her grandparents. 
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OHN LANGLOIS has been engaged in active 
business in Racine for thirty-one years, and 
is one of the prominent men of the city. 
He was born on the Island of Gurnsey in 

the English Channel, March 1, 1815, and is a son 
of John and Elizabeth (Langlois) Langlois. The 
family resided on that island as far back as the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth. Michael is the first 
known of his name, mention being made of him on 
the land records, In the time of Queen Mary they 
were fined for praying to the Virgin; this is also on 
the records of the island. Agriculture has been 
the principal occupation of the family. Michael 
Langlois had six sons, all of whom settled on their 
native isle. The father of our subject was there 
born in 1798, and in Guernsey married Elizabeth 
Langlois, who was born in 1797, on the same island 
and was his first cousin. They spent their entire 
lives there, Mr. Langlois being seventy-two years 
of age at the time of his death, but his wife died in 
the prime of life, when forty-one years old, leaving 
four children, three sons and a daughter, of whom 
two have since died. Nicholas, the brother of our 
subject, lives a retired life on the Island of Jersey. 

John Langlois is the second child of the family. 
13 
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When a Pre ot eleven years he boarded the “John 
F. Patton.” a sailing vessel bound for the United 
States, and after a voyage of forty-two days arrived 
in New York. He went at once to an uncle who 
was living in Richmond, Va., where he acquired 
most of his education during the three succeeding 
years which he spent there. He then returned 
home and followed farming on the Island of Guern- 
sey until he came to the United States to locate 
permanently, but ere leaving his native land he 
was married on the 23d of December, 1846, to 
Sophia Simon, a native of the same place. Three 
children were born there—John, the late partner 
of his father in business; George, who is engaged 
in farming in Greenville, Clay County, Iowa; and 
George the second child, whu died when five years 
of age. 

In 1856 Mr. Langlois again sailed for the new 
world, this time accompanied by his family, and at 
length the vessel dropped anchor in the harbor of 
New York, from whence he proceeded by rail to 
Wisconsin, locating at Racine. In 1860, in connec- 
tion with Peter Robilliard, he purchased a stock of 
paints, oils, wall paper etc., from James Langlois, 
a distant relative of our subject who had started 
the business in 1842, The connection thus formed 
lasted until 1869, when Mr. Robilliard died, Mr. 
Langlois becoming sole proprietor of the business. 
The same year, however, he admitted to partner- 
ship his son John, under the firm title of Langlois 
& Son. They carried on a good business, having 
one of the largest stocks of the kind in town, and 
their liberal patronage was well deserved. 

Mr. Langlois adheres to no political party but 
votes for the man whom he thinks will best fill the 
office, regardless of party affiliations. On the 26th 
of April, 1889, his wife was called to her final rest. 
She was a consistent member of the First Methodist 
Episcopal Church of Racine, as is also Mr. Langlois. 
In stature he is five feet, and though past seventy- 
seven years of age is still well preserved. Every day 
he is found at the books in his office, wielding the 
old fashioned goosc-quill pen with a remarkably 
steady hand. He 1s a man of sterling worth and 
indeed worthy of the high regard in which he is 
held. 

John Langlois Jr., who was the younger partner 
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young business men of Racine. 
the Island of Guernsey, October 2, 1847, and was 
therefore but nine years of age when he came with 
his parents to this city. 
business education in the Racine schools, he assisted 
his father in the store until 1869, when he became 
a partner in the business, 

Mr. Langlois was married on the 16th of June, 
1875, when he led to the marriage altar Ellen E., 
daughter of A, P. Duiton, whose sketch appears on 
another page of this work. She is a native of 
Racine. Mrs. Langlois attends the first Methodist 
Church as did also her husband, who was a liberal 
contributor to its support, They have had three sons 
—Alfred D., John E. and Harold W, The third 
child in order of birth, little Getty, died in infancy. 


After receiving a practical | 
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Like his father, Mr. Langlois was independent in | 


politics, 
On the 18th of November, 
in the cellar of their establishment and Mr. John 


1891,a fire broke out | 


las at Norten Mass., having been for 
two years previous at Bloomficld, N. J. He en- 
tered Yale but in the junior yeur was compelled 
by iil health to leave college. 

When the war broke out Mr, Newell was made 
clerk to the chief Quartermaster on Gen. Grant’s 
staff and served in that position two years. He 
then became associated with his father and others 
in the lumber business under the firm title of Newell 
Beaumont & Co. They manufactured lumber 
very extensively in Michigan and had a lum- 
ber yard in Chicago. Our subject had charge of 
the Chicago branch of the busines until the death 


| of his father in 1869. 


While in that city Mr. Newell was married, No- 
vember 6, 1866, to Miss Mary ©. Jones, daughter 
of Daniel A. Jones, who for thirty years was prom- 
inently identified with the growth and advance- 
ment of Chicago. 

Mr. Newell continued to reside in Chicago un- 


| til the Chicago fire, after which he removed to 


Langlois Jr. went below to try to extinguish the | 


flames; but he was suffocated by the gas and fumes 
from the burning liquids, and lost his life. His 


death was not only a severe loss to his aged father 
and his own family, but he was missed by the 


business men of Racine, among whom he stood very 
high. After his death Mr. Langlois, Sr, took as a 
partner Samuel Lahr, who had been with the firm 
for the last eight ycars. 


a ee 
7 23 NN 


CTAVIUS S. NEWELL, a representative of | 
one of the carly settled families of Kenosha 


Kenosha where he has since made his home. By 
the union of Mr. and Mrs. Newell have been born 
five children—Natalie Newell is the wife of 
Charles Matthews whose father, Rev. James Mat- 
thews, is a well-known clergyman. His mother, 
who maiden name was Mary Hale, is a daughter of 


Samuel Hale, a pioneer prominently identified with 


County, residing in the city of Kenosha, 1s | 
a native of Detroit, Mich., his birth having oc- | 


curred in that place May 24, 1837. A complete 
sketch of his parents, Theodore and Julia (Wil- 
cox) Newell, will be found on another page of 
this work. When only four years of age our sub- 
ject was brought by his parents to Southport, Wis., 
where he romained until after the name of the 
village was changed to Kenosha. His father re- 
moved to New Haven in 1851. He prepared for 


the early history of Kenosha. The second child 
of Mr. and Mis. Newell is Gertrude Mary, wife of 
Frederick C. Aldrich, who is a son of the ex-Con- 
gressman Aldrich, of Chicago. Madeleine Julia, 
Edith Harris and Douglas Kinney complete the 
family. The first two children named reside in 
Chicago and the others are yet at home. 

In his political affiliations Mr. Newell has 


always been a supporter of the Republican party 


and by his fellow townsmen has been called upon 
to filla number of official positions. In 1883 he 
served as Mayor of Kenosha, and during his ad- 
ministration gave much time and effort to finding 
the. extent, location and condition of the city 
debt. He has also served as a member of the 
City Council and has proved a valuable and eff- 
cient public officer. Toward all public enterprises 


and charities, Mr. Newell is very liberal and has 
ever been in sympathetic touch with America's no- 
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bility—the iahoring ciegas. Possessed of good 
literary taste he has collected a library containing 
the best thought of the ages and his mind is stored 
with many gems from the best writers, 


f 


l~ ENRY TROWBRIDGE, a pioneer of Racine 
County, is now engaged in farming on sec- 
tion 29, Dover Township. As he is widely 
known throughout the community his 
sketchewill prove of interest to many of our read- 
ers. A nativeof New York, he was born in Oswego 
County, November 12, 1819, and is one of six chil- 
dren born unto John and Mary (Miles) Trow- 
bridge. His father was a native of New Haven, 
Conn., and beionged to one of the early and re- 
spected families of that State. His paternal grand- 
father served as Captain in the Revolutionary War 
and John Trowbridge, who was a sea captain, was 
returning from Holland and as war had been de- 
clared between the United States and England, he 
was captured, and confined in Dartmore Prison, 
until the close of the war. After his marriage he 
removed to Oswego, N. Y., and some years later 
engaged in the forwarding business in Rochester. 
He owned a number of vessels on the lakes and 
for fifteen years carried on Operations in that line 
of trade. The year 1836 witnessed his emigration 
to Wisconsin. He entered land in Racine County, 
built a cabin thereon and began the development 
of a farm which he continued to make his home 
until his death in 1858. All honor is due to those 
early settlers who left comfortable homes in the 
East and braved the dangers and privations of pio- 


neer life, thus founding a county of importance | 


upon the Western frontier. Mr. Trowbridge be- 
came a man of prominence in this community and 
was held in high regard by all who knew him, for 
he had many excellencies of character. He took an 
active part in political affairs and was a Jacksonian 
Democrat until the organization of the Republican 
party, whose principles he warmly advocated. He 
held a number of local offices and served one term 
in the Wisconsin Legislature. He was true to 
every trust reposed in him and in the positions 


which he filled his duties were ever discharged 
with a promptness and fidelity that won him the 
commendation and respect of all concerned. 

Of the four sons and two daughters in the fam- 
ily of this honored man, the eldest, Henrietta, 
married Milton Moore, of Racine, but both are 
now deceased; John, who was married and resided 
in Racine County, held various offices, serving for 
two or three terms as County Recorder; Grace be- 
came the wife of Dr. Marble, of Licking County, 
Ohio, now deceased; Elihu became a physician of 
Ohio, but has now passed away; Stewart was mar- 
ried and settled on a farm in Racine County, but 
afterward removed to Minnesota, where he is now 
living a retired life. 

The youngest of the family is the subject of this 
sketch who when a lad of sixteen years came with 
his father to Racine County. His school privi- 
leges were mostly obtained in New York, but the 
greater part of his education has been acquired 
through his own efforts in later years. With his 
family he shared in the experiences of pioneer life 
and was soon inured to the hard labor of opening 
up and developing a new farm. His father re- 
ceived the benefit of his services until he attained 
his majority, when he started out in life for him- 
self. Purchasing a tract of unimproved land, he 
turned its first furrows and began transforming it 
into a farm. Later he rented the place, and traded 
and dealt in stock, also ran a breaking-plow and 
engaged in hunting as a source of income. Wild 
game of all kinds was plentiful and he killed 
numerous deer, together with smaller game, such 
as ducks and prairie chickens. In the woods could 
be obtained wild honey and thus the table was 
largely supplied with this provision. Industry 
and enterprise have characterized Mr. Trowbridge 
through life and is the result of his tireless activ- 
ity. He has accumulated a handsome competency. 
His farm now comprises one hundred and seven- 
teen acres of valuable land and the well-tilled 
fields yield to hima golden tribute for the care 
and cultivation he bestows upon them. . 

In November, 1859, Mr. Trowbridge was united 
in marriage with Mrs. Henrietta S. Peltzer, widow 
of Eugene Peltzcr, and daughter of Henry Spiek- 
ernagel, a native of Germany, where Mrs, Trow- 
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bridge was born and first married. She came to 
Wisconsin in June, 1850, and settled in Racine 
County, where the death of Mr. Peltzer occurred 
in 1856, leaving a daughter, Bertha, now the wife 
of Richard Leach, of Dover Township. Unto Mr. 
and Mrs. Trowbridge was born a daughter, Char- 
lutte, who died about 1870, at the age of nine 
years. 

After his marriage Mr. Trowbridge located on a 
farm which he had first purchased and which he 
still makes his home. In politics he is a Republi- 
can and a warm advocate of the party principles. 
He always keeps well informed on the issues of the 
day, yet has never been an office seeker. He gives 
his hearty support to temperance principles and is 
a public-spirited and progressive citizen whose 
support is never withheld from any worthy enter- 
prise calculated to prove of benefit to the com- 
munity. He has long been identified with the 
county and its history and has borne no incon- 
siderable part in its upbuilding. Of the few set- 
tlers that were here at the time of his arrival some 
have moved away and many have been called to 
that land from whence no traveler returns. He is 
one of the honored pioneers of the community 
and his name should be enrolled among the found- 
ers of the county for his life has been an honorable 
one and in many respects is well worthy of emu- 
lation. 
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PRANK L. MITCHELL, Secretary of the 
ES Mitchell & Lewis Company, of Racine, and 
4 a son of Henry Mitchell, the pioneer wagon 
manufacturer whose sketch is given on another 
page of this work, is a native of Kenosha, Wis. 
He was born December 4, 1852,and when three 
years of age accompanied his parents on their re- 
moval to Racine, which has since been his home. His 
literary education was acquired in the public 
schools of the city and he was fitted for business 
lıfe by a course of study in Howard’s Business Col- 
lege. At the age of seventcen he secured a posi- 
tion as book-keeper for the firm of B. B. Northrop 
& Co., bankers, and upon the organization of the 


tained as private book-keeper to Mr. Northrup 
until the books of the old concern were wound up 
and then he was chosen correspondent for the new 
bank, which position he acceptably filled until 
1873. In that year he was offered the position of 
book-keeper for the firm of Mitchell, Lewis & Co., 
and soon afterward entered upon his duties as 
such. Seven yearslater he became a partner in 
the business and upon the organization of the 
Mitchell & Lewis Company in 1884 he was elected 
Secretary of the company, of which he is also a 
Director. Heis accounted a competent business 
man and as a citizen is held in high regard. In 
addition to his other interests he is manager of the 
combined branch house at Des Moines, Iowa, of the 
Mitchell & Lewis Company and the J. I. Case Plow 
Company. 

In the spring of 1889, Mr. Mitchell was elected 
Mayor of Racine on the Republican ticket and has 
the distinction of being the first native of Wiscon- 
sin honored with that office. His administration 
was acceptable to the order loving citizens but un- 
popular with the hoodlum element. Since attain- 
ing his majority he has been a supporter of the 
Republican party, and,as every true American 
citizen should do, keeps well informed regarding 
the issues of the day. In his social relations he 
is a Knight Templar Mason and also a member of 
the Knights of Pythias fraternity. 

Mr. Mitchell was unitedin the holy bonds of 
matrimony in Racine, on the 13th of December, 
1876, with Miss Emer C. Goold a native of Cleve- 
land, Ohio, and a daughter of Jobn F. and Sylvia 
(Martin) Goold. Her father was born in Orange 
County, N. Y., and the birth of her mother occur- 
red in Medina County, Ohio. In 1857, Mr. Goold 
emigrated to Racine County, where he engaged in 
farming for twelve years, after which he carried 
on the hardware business in Racine for some seven 
years. For the past eight years he has served as 
time keeper for the Mitchell & Lewis Company. 
During the war he was township clerk of Mt. 
Pleasant Township. Though he celebrated his 


seventieth birthday on the Ist of November, 1891, 
Mr. Goold is still active in body and mind. He 
lost his wife in 1884, and since that time he has 


made his home with his daughter, Mrs. Mitchell, 
who is one of four children that lived to be grown. 
In religious faith, he is a Methodist, as was also bis 
estimable wife. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell are the parents of two chil- 
dren, daughters, Mabel Martin and Olive Sylvia. 
Our subject and his wife are active members and 
faithful workers in the Baptist Church and to every 
good cause willingly lend a helping band. They 
have many warm friends throughout this com- 
munity and rank high in social circles where in- 
telligence and true worth are received as the pass- 
ports into good society. Though still a young 
man Mr. Mitchell has been a participant in the 
business affairs of Racine for twenty-two years. 
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DZ RENAK Jr, a highly respected 
K and influential citizen of Caledonia Town- 
ES ship, Racine County, residing on section 23, 
was born in Moravia near Jevicko, April 13, 1849. 
His father, whose name he bears, was born and 
reared in the same locality and with the grand- 
father of our subject worked at the carpenter's 
trade. In his native land he met and married 
Verona Vasicek and after the birth of two children 
they emigrated to America in March, 1853, Con- 
tinuing his journey across the country Mr. Renak 
al length arrived in Racine County, where he 
bought a tract of timber land in Caledonia Town- 
-ship of forty acres upon which no improvements 
had yet been made. He built a log house and in 
company with a neighbor purchased a cow, as he 
was too poor to buy the animal alone. With will- 
ing heart and ready hand he began the develop- 
ment of the farm, and soon the sound of an ax 
awakened the echoes of the forest. Clearing away 
the stumps he planted crops and in course of time 
abundant harvests were garnered as the reward of 
his labors and though he started here a poor man 
he is now one of the substantial citizens of the 
neighborhood. The land of liberty seemed to him 
in bis old home an attractive country, and he has 
never yet regretted the step that led him to become 
an American citizen. Mr. Renak is quite promi- 
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nent among the people of his own land and as a 
member of the literary socicty “Osveta’’ a Bohe- 
mian organization, In politics he is a supporter 
of the Democratic party. 

The members of the Renak family are Frank Jr., 
whose name heads this sketch; Fannie, wife of 
John Stritesky, of Caledonia Township; Mary, 
wife of Albert ‘Klima, a shoemaker, of Racine; 
Katie, wife of Frank Kubik, of Caledonia Town- 
ship; and Annie who wedded John Pokorny, of 
Racine. 

Frank Renak Jr. was a lad of four summers 
when brought by his parents to America, and 
upon a new farm, where he became inured to 
many hardrhips, was reared to manhood. So wide 
was the timbered country at that day that on one 
occasion he was lost among the brush and trees of 
the farm which is yet his home. The advantages 
afforded by the district schools of the neighbor- 
hood were improved by him and in later years ex- 
tensive and varied reading has made him a well 
informed man, his education being of a practical 
nature. Industry and enterprise have character- 
ized his life and the work of his hands yields him a 
good income. At the age of sixteen years he went 
to Racine, where he began learning the black- 
smith and wagon making trade. 

Mr. Renak remained at home with bis parents 
until twenty-four years of age, when was cele- 
brated his marriage with Miss Anna Pokorny, a 
native of Bohemia. Six children grace their union, 
four sons and two daughters, and the family cir- 
cle yet remains unbroken. All are at home, 
namely: Frank B., Katie, Joseph, Charles, Edward 
G. and Anna. ; 

In 1872, Mr. Renak cast his first Presidential 
vote, supporting Gen. U. S. Grant, but for the past 
eight years he has identified himself with the 
Democratic party and is quite an influential mem- 
ber of its local conventions. For thirteen consecu- 
tive years he has held the office of Township 
Clerk, his faithful discharge of duty insuring his 
continuance in office. He is connected with no 
civic society but is a member of the Osveta, a lit- 
erary organization. Almost the entire life of our 
subject has been passed in this county, and those 
who have known him from boyhood are numbered 
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among his stanchest friends. They have witnessed | chased a partially improved claim of one hundred 
his straightforward, manly course throughout all | and sixty acres. His first home was a log cabin; 
these years and therefore willingly: give him their 

confidence and regard. 


| and with the cradle and scythe his grain was cut. 
Many of the experiences of pioneer life fell to his 
lot but he had the necessary energy and determi- 
nation to overcome all obstacles. 
In 1856, Mr. Apple led to the marriage altar 
Miss Dorothy Eckel, a native of Germany, who 
came with her parents to America when quite 
. ON. ADAM APPLE, State Senator from young. By their union have been born eight 


Racine County, is deserving of honorabie | children, four sons and four daughters, as follows: 
mention among the prominent men and | Ellen, wife of Charles Blaky, a farmer, was educated 
pioneer settlers of Southeastern Wisconsin. | in the common schools and Rochester Seminary, 
He resides on section 26, Norway Township, | and for several years prior to her marriage success- 
and his life work has been that of farming. He | fully engaged in teaching; Adam is now deceased; 
was born in Bavaria, Germany, November 28, 1831, | Josephine, who also attended the Rochester Semi- 
and was the eldest of five children whose parents | nary, resides in Milwaukee; Y. J., who also had the 
were Adam and Barbara (Beecher) Apple. His | advantage of school training in Rochester Semi- 
father was born in Germany. in 1800, was educated | nary, is cashier and book-keeper for the Grand 
in the schools of his native land and served in the | Palace Hotel of Chicago; Anna, Charles, and Harry 
German army. He became a stone and brick ma- | and Florence, twins, are all yet at home. 
son, which business he followed for many years. Mr. Apple is a self-made man. Whatever suc- 
He died in 1862, in the faith of the Lutheran | cess he has achieved in life is due to his own efforts 
Church, of which both he and his wife were mem- | and he is certainly deserving of great credit, as he 
bers. Of their family, Jacob, a tailor is now mar- has worked his way upward from a humble position 
ried and resides in Germany; Louis is deceased; | to one of prominence. He has also gained a hand- 
Frederick is married and follows railroading in | some competence, notwithstanding he began life 
Germany; and William is a farmer in his native | empty-handed. His home farm now comprises 
land. three hundred and forty acres.of highly improved 
The career of our subject has been a varied and | land and is also well stocked. The buildings are 
eventful one. He was educated in the German | large and substantial, including a fine residence 
schools and spent his boyhood days upon his fa- | and outbuildings which are models of convenience. 
ther’s farm, but at the age of seventeen started out | In fact, Mr. Apple’s home is one of the finest es- 
‘in life for himself. Bidding good-by to home and | tates in Norway Township. In politics he has 
friends he sailed from Rotterdam, Holland, to New | been a lifelong Democrat. His first vote was cast 
York, and in the Eastern metropolis served a three- | for Franklin Pierce, and since that time he has 
years’ apprenticeship to the cabinet-maker’s trade. | warmly advocated the principles of Democracy. 
His term had just expired when, ia 1850, the coun- | In his official relations he has received the full 
try was becoming much excited over the discovery | and unqualified support of his people, who repose 
of gold in California. With the hope of securing | in him the utmost confidence. He entered upon 
a fortune on the Pacific Slope, he too, by way of | his public career as Chairman of the Town Board 


thence to Southern California, where he engaged 
in mining for three years. He met with excellent 
success and at the end of that time returned to the 
Empire State, his possessions greatly increased. It 
was in 1855 that he came to Wisconsin and pur- 


eight years. He has also been Clerk of the School 
Board for about eighteen years, a fact which shows 
that he has the best interest of the school at heart. 
In 1882 he was the people’s choice for Represent- 


| 

the Isthmus Route, went to San Francisco and | of Supervisors, which position he retained some 
| 
| ative, was re-elected the following year, again in 


— nn ͤͥ ͤöÜ— 


PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM. 


301 


1885, and in 1887. In 1890 he was elected State 
Senator, which position he yet fills. His public 
and private life have alike been above reproach. 
His official service has won him the commendation 
of even his political enemies, for he has becn true 
to every trust reposed in him and has labored for 
the best interests of his constituents. No man 
holds a more enviable position in the esteem of 
his feılow-eitizens than Adam Apple, or is deserv- 
ing of higher regard. 


HRISTOPHER ROUNTREE, one of the 

most prominent and substantial farmers of 

Dover Township, Racine County, resides on 
section 7. He was born in Yorkskire, England, on 
the 5th of April, 1817, and is a son of Christopher 
Rountree. His mother's maiden name was Susan 
Ramshaw, and both parents were natives of Eng- 
land. They emigrated with their children to 
America in 1848, and located in Racine County, 
Wis., where the father purchased a farm and made 
his home until his death, which, however, occurred 
in the fall of the same year. 
vived her husband several years ere she was called 
to her final rest. Their family numbered twelve 


children, who grew to manhovd and womanhood, | 
five sons and seven daughters, of whom oursubject | 


and four sisters are yet living. 

Christopher Rountree, whose name heads this 
sketch, spent the days of his boyhood and youth 
in his native land in the usual manner of farmer 
lads, and in the public schools he acquired a fair 
education. When the family crossed the Atlantic 
in 1848 he was among the number, and also be- 
came a resident of Racine County. In October, 
1850, he was united in marriage with Miss Jane 


Sollitt, a native of England, born in the city of | 
York, and a daughter of James and Elizabeth | 


(Cass) Sollitt, both of whom are now deceased, 
they having spent their entire lives in the land of 
their nativity. Previous to his marriage Mr. 
Rountree had purchased a farm with slight iri- 


provements, near where he now resides, and there | 


the young couple began their domestic life. The 


Mrs. Rountree sur- | 


following year he purchased the farm on which 
his son now resides, and since that time he has 
owned and resided upon several farms, all in the 
town of Dover. His property on sections 7 and 
18, isa valuable one, owing to the improvements 
he has placed upon it, and the highly cultivated 
condition of the land. His possessions aggregate 
about six hundred acres, a large portion of which 
is under cultivation or meadow land, the remainder 
being timber pasture. This land is embraced 
within three farms, all well improved, with good 
residences, barns and outbuildings. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Rountree have been born 


| two sons, the elder of whom, George W., is now a 


substantial farmer, his home adjoining that of his 
father. He married Miss Clara Leadley, of Chi- 


| cago, a most estimable lady, and their union has 


been blessed with three sons and a d:.ughter. The 
younger son, James C., was joined in wedlock with 
Mary Beaumont, one of the fair daughters of 
Racine County, and they have three little girls. 
He is likewise a prominent agriculturist, residing 
in the town of Rochester. Of the seven grand- 
children Mr. and Mrs, Rountree are very fond and 
justly proud, and the little ones often brighten 
the old home with their presence. 

In political sentiment Mr. Rountree is a Repub- 
lican, and usually supports the nominees of that 
party. He has taken quite an active part in local 
politics, and has held several offices of honor and 
trust. He was elected and served as a member of 
the Board of Supervisors, being its chairman for 
several years, and was also Assessor of his town 
for several years. He has ever given the cause of 
education his hearty support, and as a member of 
the School Board has done very efficient service 
for the schools in this community. In whatever 
position be has been called upon to fill, he has 
proved a faithful officer, prompt in the discharge 
of every duty,and has thus won the commendation 
of all concerned. 

Mr. Rountree may truly be called a self-made 
man, for empty-handed he began life for himself, 
working his way upward unaided save by the in- 
dustry, enterprise and good business ability with 
which nature endowed him. He is now one of the 
extensive land-owners and substantial citizens of 
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the e B has ever lived an upeicht life, 
worthy of high regard, and is well and favorably 
known throughout the community. Many years 
have passed since he came to it, and as a valued 
citizen and an honored pioneer of the county he 
justly deserves representation in this volume. 


AMES PATTERSON CORSE, a prominent 
contractor and builder of Racine, making a 
specialty of masonry work, has been a resi- 
dent of the city for forty years, during which 

time he has been actively employed at his trade 
and has built many public buildings, business 
houses, factories and residences. As he is widely 
and favorably known throughout this community, 
we feel assured that this record of his life will prove 
of interest to many of our readers. 

Mr, Corse was born in Westray, one of the Orkney 
Islands of Scotland, July 16, 1829, and is a son of 
John and Christiana (Cooper) Corse, both of whom 
were natives of the same country. When sixteen 
years of age our subject decided to leave his native 
land, and after bidding good-by to home and friends 
sailed for New York in 1844. He located in Buffalo, 
of that State, where he learned the mason’s trade, 
following the business until 1849, when he returned 
to Scotland. The purpose of this visit was his 
marriage with Miss Thornima Hewison, daughter 
of William and Margaret (Kirkness) Hewison, which 
was celebrated on the 22d of February, 1850. The 
lady was born in Westray, and on her father’s side 
is descended from ancestors who were survivors of 
thu Spanish Armada. Soon after their marriage 
Mr. Corse returned to America with his bride, and 
on the 6th of May, 1851, located in Racine. 

As before stated, the life of our subject has been 
a busy and useful one. On locating in this city 
he at once began working at his trade and soon be- 
gan contracting and building, which he has carried 
on continuously since. He helped to build the 
Presbyterian Church, was the contractor for J. I. 
Case’s residence, aided in building the first build- 
ing of Racine College and erected Taylor Hall, 
Kemper Hall and the Racine College Gymnasium. 


He was employed on the residence of H. S. Durand, 

-did all the mason work, by contract, on the Mitchell 
& Lewis Company’s wagon works, also on the Racine 
Hardware Company's buildings and on the works of 
the Fish Wagon Company. Many of the buildings of 
the J. 1. Case Threshing Machine Company were 
erected by him and he either built by contract or 
was employed on many other prominent buildings 
in Racine and vicinity. In company with his son 
James, he has taken and carried through extensive 
contracts for the erection of Government buildings 
at Ft. Sheridan. They had one contract amounting 
to $20,000, and one of $95,000. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Corse have been born nine 
children, of whom five are yet living, namely: 
John W.; Marian Mina, wife of J. H. Pollock, a 
merchant of Castleton, Dak.; Robert H., who mar- 
ried Lorena Lounsbury, and is a -confectioner of 
Rockford, 111.; Christiana, wife of Robert M. Pol- 
lock, a practicing attorney of Castleton, N. Dak.; 
James, who wedded Lizzie Rowley and is in part- 
nership with his father; William, who died at the 
age of seventeen years; and three who died in in- 
fancy. 

Mr. Corse and his family, with the exception of 
the youngest child, are Presbyterians, He has 
been a Trustee and Elder of his church for many 
years, and for twenty years was active in the man- 
agement of the Sunday-school. In politics Mr. 
Corse was a Republican from the organization of 
that party until 1872, when he joined the Inde- 
pendents, with which party he affiliated until the 
formation of the Prohibition party, since which 
time he has been an active and influential member 
of that organization. He was a delegate from Wis- 
consin to the National Convention of that party 
in Cincinnati in 1884, which nominated Gov. St. 
John, of Kansas, for the presidency, and has since 
been a prominent worker in the cause of temper- 
ance, as he was for many years previous. He has 
taken an active interest in education and for thir- 
teen years has been a member of the Racine School 
Board. By coming to America when he did, Mr. 
Corse has been the means of inducing a great many 
of his countrymen to emigrate to this country and 
to settle in Racine County. Several prominent 
business men of the city came here by his advice 


He has ever been foremost in support of the cause 
of temperance, religion, education and every good 
work that will help to raise the standard of moral 
excellence of his people. His life has been an ac- 
tive and useful one and he has built substantial 
monuments to perpetuate his memory, both mechan- 
ically and intellectually. 


N) EWCOMB CROWLEY, who is now prac- 
tically living a retired life on section 23, 
Salem Township, Kenosha County, is a 
native of the Empire State, He was born in 
Cayuga County, on the 5th of October, 1823, and 
is a son of Jacob and Teressa (Burdsley) Crowley- 
His father was a native of the old Bay Stale and 
was of Irish descent. Seven children were born 
unto this worth y couple, the eldest of whom is our 
subject, Walter was a farmer residing in Durand, 
Winnebago County, III.; Abraham is engaged in 
agricultural pursuits in Salem Township; Irene 
is the wife of Elijah Williams, a resident of New 
Tork; Levi died in the year 1863 ; Henry is also 
deceased ; and Harriet is the wife of John Little, a 
resident farmor of the Empire State. 

In recording the life work of our subject we give 
the record of a self-made man whose example in 
many respects is well worthy of emulation. He 
had no special advantages in his youth, educational 
or otherwise. He attended the district schools of 
the neighborhood in the winter season until seven» 
teen years of age, and then started out in the 
world for himself, since which time he has been 
dependent upon his own exertions, For four or 
five years he worked upon a farm by the month, 
after which he began to learn the molder's trade 
and followed that occupation until 1853, when he 
went to California. Many were making money 
rapidly on the Pacific Slope, and with the hope 
that he might do likewise he went to San Francisco, 
wheie he engaged in teaming and freighting for 
about eight years. He was reasonably successful 
in his undertaking, and in 1861 returned to the 
State of bis nativity but did not long abide there. 
In the same year he came to Wisconsin and pur- 
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chased two hundred acres of land on section 10, 
Salem Township, and gave his attention to general 
farming and sheep raising, which pursuits he suc- 
cessfully followed until 1881. 

In that year Mr. Crowley was united in the holy 
bonds of matrimony with Miss Louisa Boyce, 
daughter of Daniel and Amy (Judd) Boyce, who 
died in October, 1864. He wasagain married Jan- 
uary 16, 1866, to Esther E. Austin, daughter of Syl- 
vester and Maria (Thomas) Austin, of English and 
German lineage—both parents dead, He then sold 
his farm and removed to the village of Salem, 
where he laid aside business cares, living a retired 
life. Until 1885 he there made his home, after 
which he purchased the place on which he is now 
living. Mr. and Mrs. Crowley have a hospitable 
home, their social status is high and their friends 
throughout the community are many. In his polit- 
ical affilations, our subject is a Republican, but 
not a politician in the sense of office seeking and 
in his social relations is a Mason, having taken a 
number of degrees. His residence in the county 
coversalmost a third of a century, and he is known 
as one of the valued and upright citizens of the 
community. Possessing good busiuess ability 
which he combined with industry, energy and 
good management, he won a handsome competence, 
which enables him to live in retirement. 
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{ ILLIAM R. STETSON, who is engaged 
W in general farming on section 13, Somers 
V Township, Kenosha County, is a native of 
the Empire State. He was born on the 11th of 
March, 1817, in Westfield, N. Y., and is a son of 
William A. Stetson, who was born in Maine. Oliver 
Stetson, the grandfather of our subject, was a na- 
tive of New England, and served his country in 
the War of the Revolution. His father and three 
brothers were of English birth and emigrated from 
their native land to America in early colonial 
days. The father of our subject was reared to 
manhood in the Pine Tree State and on removing 
to New York, settled in Cooperstown, where he 
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place and was the daughter of Samuel Anderson, 
another of the Revolutionary heroes. After his 
marriage Mr. Stetson continued to make his home 


| 
| 
| 


in New York until 1841, when he emigrated with | 


his family to Wisconsin, locating in the village of 
Southport, now Kenosha, where he resided for a 
number of years. He died at the home of his 
daughter in that city. In the Stetson family were 
three sons and five daughters, the eldest of whom, 
Oliver, was a railroad contractor, and died in Lima, 
Ohio; Almira married Sheldon Fish and is now 


deceased; Dorliska is also deceased; William R.,of | 


this sketch, is the next younger; Janette is the de- 
ceased wife of E. M. Kinney, one of the early set- 
tlers of Kenosha; Mary Ann has also passed away; 
Carl G. served in the late war as Captain of Com- 
pany 1, Thirty-third Wisconsin Infantry. Carl 
was killed at Spanish Fort, located on the Gulf, and 
Jerusha is the wife of J. R. Payson, a manufacturer 


of Chicago. She and our subject are now the only | 


surviving members of the family. 

William R. Stetson has for half a century made 
his home in Kenosha County. The days 
boyhood and youth were passed in Chautauqua 
County, N. Y., where he acquired an education. 
He then went on the river as a pilot, running rafts 
on the Alleghany and Ohio Rivers, to which busi- 
ness he continued to devote his time and attention 
for a number of years. He first came to Wiscon- 
sin in 1837, joining an older brother in Kenosha 
but returned to the East in the fall of the same 
year. The following spring he again went on the 
river as a pilot but in 1842 made a permanent lo- 
cation. He took up his residence upon the claim 
which his father had purchased and whcre he now 
resides. Clearing it of the timber and brush with 
which nature had clothed it, be plowed the fields, 
planted crops and in course of time had a fine 
farm. It was no easy task to develop land which 


was hitherto in its primitive condition but his un- 
ceasing labors soon worked a great transformation 
in the place. 

Mr. Stetson was married in Kenosha in 1846, to 
Eliza Melville, who was born ip Ireland, but spent 
the days of her maidenhood in this country. Unto 
them was born one son, Charles, who is now a rail- 


of his | 
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sake: W Ins Anderson, who was born at that | road engineer and -resides in Alton, Ill. About 


1852 Mr. Stetson was again married, his second 
union being with Ellen Maely, who was also born 
on the Emeraid Isle and came to the United States 
when fifteen years old. They became the parents of 
two children; Julia, the elder, is now the wife of 
N. E. Thompson, who is station agent at Somers 
and unto them have been born two sons, William 
and Harry. Grosvenor A. now carries on the home 
farm. He was married but his wife died leaving 
one son, William Sanford. 

Mr. Stetson is a Republican in politics but has 
never sought or desired public office. With the 
School Board be has been connected for twenty- 
one years. He helped to form the school district 
and isa warm friend to the cause of education, 
doing all in his power in its behalf. A widely and 
favorably known citizen of Somers Township, and 
a leading farmer of this community, Mr. Stetson 
certainly deserves representation in this volume 
and it is with pleasure that we record his sketch. 
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pILLIAM BUCKINGHAM, deceased, was 
f born in Devonshire, England, in 1812. 

His early life passed uneventfully: He 
was reared and educated by his father, who was an 
English clergyman and owned a sinali estate. His 
grandfather was a manufacturer of goods ànd 
made stuffs which were shipped to America, but 
when the Revolutionary war broke out he was 
ruined, as it cut off his market. 

In his native land William Buckingham was 
united in marriage with Miss Anne Featherston, a 
a native of Devonshire, born in 1811. A few 
years later he determined to try his fortune in 
America, and accompanied by his wife and three 
children, he crossed the Atlantic in 1842, reaching 
New York after a voyage of five weeks. His first 
settlement was made in Stafford Center, N. Y,, and 
during his residence there his wife died. The fol- 
lowing year he and his children returned to Eng- 
land, where the death of his youngest child oc- 
curred. After two years spent in the land of his 
nativity, he again crossed the Atlantic in 1845 


PORTRAIT ARD BIOGRAPITICAL ALBUM. 


807 


—äũ— ..— ä—— ü—e——4 nn ——— —— A q =EKXKXA 
with his two remaining children,and this time he 
required six weeks to make the passage. He now 
came West and locating in Racine, opened a shoe 
store, doing quite an extensive business for that 
time. He continued in this line of trade until his 
deatlı, wbich occurred on the 2d of April, 1887. 
He was respected by all who knew him, was a val- 
ued citizen and many friends mourned his loss, 
After coming to Racine he was again married, and 
by his second wife, whose maiden name was Maria 
Jenkins, had two children. He and both of his 
wives were members of the Episcopal Church, and 
in politics he was a supporter of Democracy, Mrs. 
Buckingham is still living in Racine and. is now 
in her seventy-eighth year. 

Of the first family only one yet survives, Mar- 
tha died in England; Mrs. E. F. Davis died in Ra- 
cine; and Charles P., is the living. He was born 
at Bishops Tawton, Devonshire, England, on the 
2d of May, 1836, and was but six years of age 
when he came to the United States. His educa- 
tion was received in the common schools of Ra- 
cineand his business training was received in his 
father’s store. For forty-three years he has been 
engaged in trade as a shoe dealer and with the ex- 
ception of the first seven years bas carried on op- 
erations at his present place of business. The 
store however, has undergone several transforma- 
tions, being three times altered and repaired, and 
its dimensions are now 20x70 feet. For the last 
three years business has been conducted under the 
firm name of Buckingham Bros., the partners be- 
ing C. P. and B. J. Buckingham. They carry a 
nice stock and have an excellent trade. 

Charles Buckingham is a member of St. Luke's 
Episcopal Church and by his ballot upholds the 
principles of Democracy. He has never married 
but has adopted and reared Clara A. Buckingham 
his niece, a daughter of his sister, and the young 
lady is boing well educated. 

By the second marriage of William Buckingham 
were born two children, yet living—William Ed- 
ward and Burford J., the latter a partner of 
Charles, He was born in Racine June 24, 1851, 
and received a good education in the Racine High 
School. He engaged in clerking for a time for B. 
F. Weeks, and afterward was a salesman in the 


employ of Roggenbau & Fixen p for the last 
nine years he has been connected with his brother 
as a member of the shoe firm of Buckingham Bros. 
For some ten years prior to the father’s death the 
firm was Buckingham & Sons, but since his decease 
the present title has been assumed. This is the old- 
est shoe house in the city and the patronage which 
it receives is well merited. The proprietors are 
business men of high standing, straightforward in 
all their dealings and have won a place among the 
substantial citizens of Racine. B.J. Buckingham 
married Miss S. E. Lovejoy, and they have a son, 
Burford B. Like his brother, Mr. Buckingham 
is a Democrat and socially isan Odd Fellow. 


W AMES H. DALE, a practical and progressive 

| farmer and stock-raiser residing on section 

| 27, Yorkville Township, Racine County, 
Y needs no special introduction to the people 
of this county for his entire life has been passed 
here and he is a representative of one of the hon- 
ored pioneer families. His father, Thomas Dale, 
came to the county in 1842 and from that time 
until his death was prominently connected with the 
history of the community and its progress and up- 
building. He well deserves mention in this volume 
and from the Racine Journal published September 
19, 1883, we glean the following facts. Thomas 
Dale was born in the parish of Mawgan, County of 
Cornwall, England, October 9, 1819, and his par- 
ents were from well-to-do people on both sides and 
moved in comfortable circumstances, When but 
four years of age he went with his parents to 
Tresprisen in the parish of Muliyon, and there 
grew to manhood surrounded by strong religious 
training and influences. In the year 1838 when 
the parish of Mullyon was moved by a powerful 
religious awakening, Mr. Dale experienced religion 
as a saving power, which became an abiding prin- 
ciple in after life and made him a man of great 
independence of character and of strong individu- 
ality. He with his father and the rest of the fam- 
ily left their land of birth for a foreign shore 
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August 12, 1842. They went on board tlie barque 
“Cornwall” at the port of Falmouth, landing in 
Quebec the 7th of October, and arriving at South 
Port, now Kenosha, October 26 of that year. In 


1843, he settled on the land now occupied as the. 


homestead and successfully followed the vocation 
of farming until his death, which occurred August 
29, 1883. 

On May 14, 1846, Thomas Dale married Miss 
Ann May Angear, of Brighton, formerly of Ply- 
mouth, England. She was born December 6, 1826, 
in Devonshire, England. At the age of twelve she 
was converted and united with the branch of 
Methodism, known as the Wesleyan Association. 
Her parents were devoted members and her father 
was a preacher in the society where she joined the 
church. Her family emigrated to America in 1845, 
arriving in Kenosha County on the 1st of June. 
During the last days of her life the thought con- 
tained in Rev. vii: 14-17, inclusive, seemed cun- 
tinually in her mind. She was one of those grand 
Christian women who make the world better by 
their presence. Mr. Dale was a man of strong at- 
tachments and firm friendship. He despised 
affectation and cant with a firm resolution. He 
hated frauds and deception, being a man of strict 
integrity and unflinching honesty. By systematic 
industry and habitual labor he left a competence 
for his family who mourn a father’s death. Mr. 
Dale maintained his position as local preacher to 
the end of life, exercising his gift with great ac- 
ceptance to all who heard him. For forty-three 
years he raised his voice for the Savior of men, in 
honor of all that was right and in favor of univer- 
sal liberty for mankind. 

A few other items concerning this noble man 
may prove of interest to our readers. His voyage 
across the Atlantic consumed seven wecks and after 
his arrival here he worked for some time for his 
father. He then purchased a claim of cighty acres, 
only a small portion of which had been broken and 
the improvements upon the place at the time con- 
sisted only of a log cabin. The Indians were still 
quite numerous in the settlement, wild game of all 
kinds was plentiful and many hardships had to be 
borne by the pioneers. His fellow-townsmen soon 
recognized the worth and ability of Mr. Dale and 


he became quite prominent in local affairs. He was 
one of the three men in Yorkville Township who 
voted the Republican ticket when it was first put 
into the field. His first Presidential ballot sup- 
ported John P. Hale and being an earnest advocate 
of abolition principles, on the organization of the 
Republican party, formed to prevent the further 
extension of slavery, he joined its ranks. His re- 
mains were laid to rest ın Yorkville Cemetery 
where also sleep the grandparents of our subject. 

In the family of Thomas and Ann Dale were five 
children, of whom James H. is the eldest; Alice 
Ann is the wife of John C. Hurn, a native of Cam- 
bridge, England, who is now engaged in agricul- 
tural pursuits in Sioux Rapids, Iowa; Edward 
married Rebecca Jane George, a native of York- 
ville Township, Racine Connty, Wis., is a dealer in 
grain, coal, etc., of Coon Rapids, Iowa; Walter F. 
married Luella C. Haight, and is a farmer of At- 
lanta, Neb.; and Helena F., the youngest of the 
family resides on the old homestead. 

Our subject was born on the Dale homestead, 
December 24, 1847, and under the sheltering roof 
of his parent’s home was reared to manhood. His 
early education acquired in the common schools 
was supplemented by a course in the Rochester 
Seminary. On October 10, 1887, he was united in 
marriage with Miss Laura A. Choak, a native of 
Brighton, Kenosha County, Wis., and tbree chil- 
dren grace their union: Eva May aged three years; 
Harry Choak, aged twenty months and Lilly 
Augusta. Mrs. Dale is a lady of intelligence and 
culture who graduated from the Burlington High 
School, and was for five years a successful teacher 
in this county. She presides over her home with 
a grace and charm very attractive to her many 
friends who delight there to visit, knowing the hos- 
pitality and kindly greeting which is sure to wel- 
come them. 

The Dale homestead comprises four hundred and 
ten acres of land, the greater part of which is under 
a high state of cultivation. A pleasant and com- 
modious frame residence, good out-buildings and 
other useful and ornamental improvements all add 
to the value and attractiveness of the place and fine 
grades of stock may also be seen, Mr. Dale making 
that branch of his business a source of good in- 
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come. He is numbered among the enterprising 
and progressivo farmers of the community and is 
accounted one of the valued citizens who always 
have the interests of town and county at heart and 
is ever ready to aid in the promotion of its best 
enterprises. He cast his first Presidential vote for 
Gen. U. S. Grant but is independent of party 
alfiliations. He has long been identified with the 
educational interests of the community having 
served as clerk of the School Board for eighteen 
years. His entire life has here been passed in the 
county, and it has been an honorable, upright and 
useful one, winning him the confidence and esteem 
of all with whom business or pleasure have brought 
him in contact. 


widely known asa prominent business man 

- Of Southeastern Wisconsion and an carly 
settler of Racine County. He is a native of the 
Empire State and was born in Cayuga County, 
November 4, 1822. His parents, George and Ex- 
perience (Reynolds) Hall, were also natives of New 
York. When but five years old, our subject was 
deprived by death of his father, but his mother 
survived to a good old age, dying in 1879. Mr. 
Hall received á good English education in the 
schools of his native State and improved the op- 
portunities offered him to the very fuilest extent. 
In 1840, Mr. Hall cameas far West as Illinois, 
visiting Chicago, then a town of only five thous- 
and inhabitants. After a short sojourn there he 
returned to Buffalo, N. Y., and in i844, came to 
Wisconsin, then a territory. After spending about 
one year in Milwaukee, he came to Racine in 1845 
and for several years was engaged in merchant 
tailoring. In 1858, he went to lowa and opencd 
a bank in Bellevue, Jackson County, under the 
name of Hall's Bank. This he carried on until 
1860 when he closed out the business and removed 
to Chicago. Two years later he returned to Racine, 
remaining there until 1872. At that time in com- 
pany with Messrs. J. I. Case, Stephen Bull and 


Gy: HALL, of the city of Racine, is 


others he organized the First National Bank of 
Burlington, Wis. . 

This bank was ıncorporated in December, 1872, 
with a capital stock of #50,000. J. I. Case was 
made President; Stephen Bull, Vice-President and 
Mr. Hall, Cashier. No change has since occurred 
in the list of officers, although the bank has been 
in operation for nearly twenty years. Its course 
has been marked by conservative management and 
it has enjoyed uninterrupted pr: sperity. At the 
present time it has a surplus of $15,000, and as a 
moneyed institution has the fullest confidence of 
the citizens of the county. Indeed, the names of 
the Directors and officers are a sufficient guarantee 
of the trustworthiness of the bank. To the respon- 
sible position of cashier, Mr. Hall brings peculiar 
abilities which have largely contributed to his suc- 
cess. Farsighted, discreet, prudent and with high 
executive endowments, he is well qualified to take 
the lead in matters of finance among his co-labor- 
ers. 

While doing business in Burlington, Mr. Hall 
continues to make his home in Racine, where he 
has an elegant residence at No. 703 Main Street. 
This is presided over by a lady of refinement, with 
whom Mr. Hall was united in marriage on Septem- 
ber 3, 1852. The bride bore the maiden name of 
Mary Elizabeth Loomis, the daughter of Jeriah 
and Olive (Dustin) Loomis. She was born in 
Ripley, Chautauqua County, N. Y., of which town 
her father was also a native. Her mother was born 
in New Hampshire. Mr. and Mrs. Loomis have 
been married nearly sixty years, and bave attained 
to the ages of eighty-three and eighty-two years 
respectively. Their home is with their daughter, 
Mrs. Hall, where their declining years are being 
happily and quietly passed in the enjoyment of 
every comfort which love can bestow upon them. 
One child, a son, Eugene, was born to Mr. and 


Mrs. Hall, at Racine, on June 28, 1853. He mar- 


ried Miss Florence Cooper, a daughter of Dr. Joel 
H. Cooper, of Burlington, December 25, 1879. He 
is now Assistant Cashier of the First National 
Bank of this city. 

In politics our subject has been a life-long Demo- 
crat and his son is a member of the same party. 
In their religious affiliations, Mr. and Mrs, Hall 
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and their son are faithful when of the Episco- 
pal Church. In addition to his bunking interests, 
Mr. Hall owns and operates a malt house at Burl- 
ington. He is a thorough business man, enterpris- 
ing and conservative, and has been successful in 


acquiring a fair share of the substantial effects of - 


this life. In the many years of business relations 
with the citizens of Racine and other counties, he 
has established a reputation for integrity and up- 
right and correct business methods, that commands 
the confidence and esteem of all with whom he has 
come in contact. Socially, he is affable, courteous 
and kind-hearted. and is warmly attached to his 
old friends and neighbors of early days. 


RA IH —— 
=D - 


LVIN P. COLBY, editor and proprietor of 
the Union Grove Enterprise, and one of 
the representative and progressive citi- 
Y) zens of Racine County, is a native of 

Beloit. Rock County, Wis. He was born on the 

4th of June, 1849, and comes of .an old New Eng- 

land family. His parents, Nathan D. and Sybil 

(Pease) Colby, were both born in Maine, and on 

their emigration to Wisconsin in 1849, settled in 

Beloit, Rock County, then a small village, where 

Mr. Colby made his home until his death, which 

occurred July 12, 1891. Speaking of this event 

the Beloit Free Press said: “Mr. Nathan Colby 
died on Sunday, July 12, 1891, at his residence on 

Race street of a disease which has threatened his 

life for many days. He was in the eighty-first 

year of his age and was not only one of the 
oldest citizens of Beloit, but was one of the early 

settlers, having cast his lot in this city in 1847. 

He was a man of generous and kindly traits of 

character and highly esteemed by all who knew 

him. He was always greatly interested in the 
public affairs of the city and witnessed the growth 
of the town with keen enjoyment. He was one 
of the country’s most loyal Republicans and one 
of the comforts of his life was in seeing his five 
sons marching under the banner of his party. He 
was born in Embden, Somerset County, Me., where 
he spent his younger days and lived about a year 


at Fall River, Mass., before coming to the Badger 


State. Of his seven children, six survive him and 
will be present at his funeral. His sons and the 


husband of Mrs. McKee, bis daughter, will 


oficiate as pall-bearers.’’ The death of Mrs. 
Colby occurred in December, 1884. She was a 
native of Norridgewock, Me., was highly educated 
and followed the profession of teaching for a num- 
ber of years previous to her marriage. She was a 
most estimable lady and a consistent Christian, 
holding membership with the Method‘st church. 

Of the five sons and two daughters of their 
family, Charles A., the eldest, married Miss 
Martha Hilton, a native of New York, and is 
proprietor of a restaurant in Clinton, Rock County. 
William A., who wedded Miss Millie Quail, a 
native of Ohio., has been for many years editor 
and proprietor of the Burlington Free Press, and 
ıs now Postmaster of that city; Alvin P., is the 
next younger; Ida is the wife of Nelson R. 
McKee, who is general agent for the Odd Fellows’ 
Life Insurance Company, and is a resident of 
Beloit, Wis.; Nate L.,.is the editor and proprietor 
of the Pecatonica News. of Pecatonica, Ilil., and 
married Miss Ella Smith, who was born in that 
State; Frank L., who wedded Miss Lorena Drury, 
is the manager of the electric plant of Pecatonica, 
III., of which his brother Nate is Secretary and 
Treasurer. The youngest of the family. Emily L., 
died at the age of three years. 

We see in our subject a self-made man, who 
by his own exertions has worked his way upward 
to an enviable position and won the esteem of 
a large circle of acquaintances. His school 
life ended at the age of eleven years, when he 
took upon himself the greater part of the farm 
labor, while his brother marched away to the 
defense of the Union. He continued to labor at 
farm work until the close of the rebellion, when at 
the age of sixteen years he began to learn the print- 
er’s trade in the office of the Beloit Free Presz. 
This work served as an excellent supplement to 
his school training and the education he has 
acquired as a printer exceds that which many 
have gained during years of attendance at some 
school. He remained in the Belvit office for seven 
years and then spent 4 similar period in Milwau- 


PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM. 


keo on the News and the Christian Statesman. In 
1887, he came to Union Grove and established the 
paper which he yet edits, its first publication 
being issued on the ilth of October, 1877. His 
success as a journalist has been marked, and the 
Enterprise has now a large circulation throughout 
the surrounding country. A bright, newsy sheet, 
it treats impartially all subjects of general interest 
and is also devoted to the welfare of Racine 
County. 

At the age of nineteen vears, on the th of 
August, 1868, Mr. Colby led to the marriage altar 
Miss Alice Graves, and unto them were born two 
children. Julian C., a son, is now assistant Post- 
master at Burlington, Wis. After attending the 
public schools of Union Grove he became an 
apprentice in the Enterprise office and was deputy 
Postmaster for his father for one ycar. He then 
successfully passed the civil service examination as 
route agent ın the postal service and in May, 1891, 
by Congressman Coswell, was appointed weigh- 
master of the mail on the Wisconsin Central 
between Chicago and Neenah, Wis. Nellie J., 
the daughter, a young lady of considerable musi- 
cal ability, being quite proficient in both instru- 
mental and vocal music, is now assistant 
Postmaster at Union Grove. In i890, Alvin 
Colby was again married, his second union being 
celebrated on the 28th of August, when Miss Josie 
Drury became his wife. Sheisa native of Muscoda, 
Grant County, Wis., and a daughter of Richard 
and Ann C. (Mosely) Drury, who were born in 
Yorkshire, England. Her father was a stone- 
cutter and mason and emigrated to America to 
better his financial condition. He died at Racine, 
Wis., and his widow now makes her home in 
Union Grove. 

Like his father before him, Mr. Colby has always 
been a stalwart Republican and cast his first vote 
for Gen. U. S. Grant. With earnestness he has 
upheld the banner of that party and has been 
most prominent in the political circles of the 
county. His voice is often heard on behalf of 


Republicanism and his labors in its interests have 
been productive of much good. He was a dele- 
gate from Racine County to the three State Con- 
ventions when on each occasion Jerry Rusk was 


nominated for Governor of Wisconsin. He has 
three times been a delegate to the Congressional 
conventions and has attended every county 
convention since he has been a resident of York- 
ville township. He is chairman of the Second 
Assembly District of Racine County and also 
chairman of his own township delegation. Not 
alone have political interests engrossed his atten- 
tion, the cause of education ever having found in 
Mr. Colby a warm friend. For the long period of 
thirteen years he has been a faithful and efficient 
member of the Board of Education of the schools 
of Union Grove. It was largely through his 
instrumentality that the beautiful -brick school 
house which cost $3,000, was erected. It is a 
credit to the town and Mr. Colby has ever 
endeavored to secure the best and most competent 
instructors, believing that the system of public 
schools is one of the greatest blessings of this 
nation. For three years he served as Justice of 
the Peace but resigned when appointed Post- 
master, which position he yet fills. Many have 
expressed their approbation of his method of 
managing the office and affairs and he is generally 
regarded as the most efficient that ever filled the 
place, Socially, he is a Mason, being Worshipful 
Master of Union Grove Lodge, No. 156, A. F. & 
A. M. He has often served as a delegate to the 
Grand Lodge and is Venerable Council of Union 
Grove Camp, No. 370, M. W. A., which bas a 
membership of forty-two. In the social world both 
Mr. and Mrs. Colby rank high, their home is 
the abode of hospitality and the friends of the 
family are many. 


777 REDERICK FISCHER, an early settler of 
ES Kenosha County, was born near the town 
UN of Lena, Prussia, September 20, 1823, and 
is a son of Rudolph and Katherina (Horsker) 
Fischer, who were also natives of the same place. 
Our subject was only about two years old when his 
father died and he was reared by an uncle, Fred- 


erick Fischer, who lived near Dissen, Hanover, Ger- 
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many. He had very poor chances of obtaining an 
education, but his opportunities of learning to 
work were by no means limited. At the age of 
fourteen he hired out as a farm hand and labored 
in that capacity until his emigration to America. 
At the age of twenty, according to law, he went to 
the proper place and drew a number, which if low, 
would cause him to enter the army at once, but 
fortunately he drew a high number and was not 
called upon for service immediately. In 1847 he 
went to a Government officer and asked for a leave 
of absence to come to the United States. The 
officer replied that he would give him leave for six 
months. This Mr. Fischer accepted as he thought 
in that time he could get where he would not need 
it. The order has never been renewed, yet our 
subject continues a resident of America. Having 
taken passage on a sailing-vessel, after six weeks 
and three days Mr. Fischer found himself in New 
York City, with only two Prussian dollars in his 
pocket, amounting to $1.25 in our money. Pro- 
ceeding to Buffalo, he there secured work in the 
timber regions, receiving in compensation for his 
services his board and $6 per month. 

In the town of Eden, Erie County, N. Y., Janu- 
ary 11, 1848, Mr. Fischer and Mary Louise Schnei- 
der were married. The lady is a native of Han- 
over, Germany. Soon afterward our subject started 
for Southport, Wis., where he arrived on the 4th 
of July, 1848, with about $4 as his entire earthly 
possessions. The young couple began their domes- 
tic life in a log cabin of the most primitive sort, 
the dimensions being 12x12 feet, but as they were 
not encumbered by much household furniture, 
there was plenty of room and to spare. By indus- 
try and economy on the part of himself and wife, 
Mr. Fischer was soon enabled to engage in farming 
on his own account. He rented land for one year 
and then purchased of Alexander Yule a twelve- 
acre tract, on which he erected a log house that 
was afterward replaced by a substantial frame resi- 
dence that continued to be his home until his re- 
moval to Kenosha in 1883. 

On the 20th of August, 1853, Mr. Fischer was 
called upon to mourn the loss of his wife, who died 
leaving three children, the’ youngest only four 
months old. On the 19th of October, he married 
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Eve B. Engelhard, a native of Hertzogtum, Ko- 


burg, in Kolta, who came to the United States in 
the spring of 1853. The children of the first mar- 
riage are William, a merchant of Kenosha; Mary, 
who died at the age of eighteen years; and Louise, 
wife of M. Puetz, of Kenosha. 

Mr. Fischer and his wife are members of the 
Lutheran Church, as was also his first wife. He 
was one of the founders of the church of that de- 
nomination in Kenosha, and for anumber of years 
was a member of the Board of Trustees. In poli- 
tics he has always been a Republican in national 


affairs since the time when he cast his first Presi- 


dential vote for John C. Fremont. He is a strong 
believer and advocate of the institutions of his 
adopted country, and, though he loves his native 
land, does not wish to fasten its ideas and customs 
om this country. He is a man well informed on 
political questions, and though now sixty-eight 
years of age, is well preserved in body and mind 
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OHN ROWAN, Sheriff of Racine County, 
has been numbered among the leading citi- 
zens of the county since 1850. A native of 
the Emerald Isle, he was born in County 

Claire, Ireland, June 19, 1849, and is a son of 
Timothy and Mary (O’Neil) Rowan. His parents 
are natives of the same county, and with them he 
crossed the Atlantic from Ireland to America in 
1850, when but a year old. They came directly to 
Racine, where they have since made their home. 

The subject of this sketch was educated in the 
city schools and later served a term of apprentice- 
ship to the mason’s trade, at which occupation he 
labored until 1879, when he was appointed on the 
Racine Police force. After serving seven years in 
the capacity of a city policeman, he was elected 
Marshal of the city, and re-elected, filling the 
office for five years, or from the spring of 1886 
until his election as Sheriff in the autumn of 1890, 
when he resigned and entered upon the duties of 
that position January 5, 1891. 

On the 17th of September, 1879, Mr. Rowan was 
married in Racine, the lady of his choice being 


Miss Mary Smollen, daughter of Peter and Mary 
(Campbell) Smolien. 
beth, N. Y., 


of whom were born in Racine. 


their children are being reared in the same faith. 
Mr. Rowan is a thorough-going Democrat, and 


received the high compliment of being elected | 


Sheriff in the Republican county of Racine by a 
majority of eight hundred and twenty-two. He 
has always proved a faithful and competent officer 


fill, making a reliable and competent Sheriff. 


AREA HESS © 


farmer residing in Bristol, is now after many 


years of labor, enjoying the rest which he 
has so richly earned. As he is widely and 
| privations fell to the lot of Mr. and Mrs. Cornwell 


favorably known throughout the community we 
feel assured that this sketch will prove of intreest 


to many of our readers. A native of New York, 
he was born in the town of Greenfield, March 30, | 


1820. The Cornwell family were among the early 
settlers of New Engiand. His father, Stephen 
Cornwell, was born in Connecticut, but was reared 
near Cooperstown, N. Y., where he afterwards mar- 
ried Patience Curtis, a native of the Empire State, 


belonging to one of its old pioneer families, Her | 


father, Hosea Curtis, was a farmer of Cayuga 
County. 
spent the remainder of their lives and reared their 


family. He was an enthusiastic Whigand a strong 
| ber of the County Board of Supervisors. In 1857, 
he was elected to represent Kenosha County in the 
Of the | 
| able distinction. 


advocate of the principles of that party. His wife 
died in January, 1841, after which he was again 
married. His death occurred in 1860. 
three sons born of the first union, Stephen C., the 
eldest, became a soldier of the late war and died in 


his country's service. Two of his sons aud a son- 
in-law were in the same regiment and the latter | 


also laid down his life on the altar of his country. 
Almon D. was the second of 
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| that year. 
ON. ALMON D. CORNWELL, a retired | 


In that county, Mr. and Mrs. Cornwell 


ily; and Perry, 
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the youngest, removed to Minnesota about 1849. 
The lady was born in Eliza- | 
and came to Racine with her | 
parents in 1856. By their union have been born | 
four children, one son and three daughters—Mary | 
Theresa, Catherine L., Francis J. and Louisa G., all 
The parents are 
members of St. Patrick's Catholie Church, and 
in Columbia County, N. Y. 
originally 


Our subject spent the days of his boyhood and 
youth in his native State where he acquired a good 
English education in the common schools, after 
which he engaged in teaching for two terms. 
In Cayuga County, on June 13, 1841, he married 
Cordelia Tickner, a native of that county and a 
daughter of William Tickner, who was born 
His family came 
from Massachusetts, where it was 
founded at a very carly day in the history 
of the Bay State. Mr. Cornwell commenced life 
a poor boy and worked by the month until he 


came West in the spring of 1844, accompanied by 
in the various positions he has been called upon to | 


his father-in-law. The two gentlemen soon after- 


| wards bought land in the town of Salem, our sub- 


ject purchasing eighty acres of raw laud which he 


at once began to clear and improve, preparatory to 


sending for his wife who joined him in the fall of 
Her father died in the following year, 
in October, 1845. l 

Although land was cheap many other things 
were dear and often the necessaries of life could 
barely be obtained. The usual experiences and 


but they labored faithfully and their efforts have 
been rewarded. A farm of six hundred acres paid 
trıbute to his care and cultivation and was his 
home until 1878, when he removed to the village 
of Salem. After seven years residence there he 


came to Bristol in 1885, where he has since made 


his homo. His life hasbeen well and worthily 
spent and a man of unassuming manners and 
sterling worth, he has won the high regard of 
those with whom he has been brought in contact. 
His fellow-townsmen have honored him with offi- 
cial positions. He waselected and served as chair- 
man of the Town Board of Salem and was a mem- 


State Legislature and served one term with honor- 


Unto Mr. and Mrs. Cornwell have been born 
eight children—Charles who enlisted among the 
boys in blue of the First Wisconsin Cavalry at the 
age of nineteen, died in the service in 1865; Ed- 
win A. is married and resides in Racine; Frank E. 
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is a farmer of Mitchell County, Iowa; Adelbert, 
with his wife and family, resides on a farm in South 
Bristol; Julia is the wife of William F. Jolmson, 
who is living a retired life in Salem; Ellen is the 
wife of Albert Wicks, a resident of Silver Lake, 
Wis.; Flora A. is the wife of William R. Turner, a 
merchant of Bristol; and Dora is the wife of Nich- 
olas Struck, a resident of Salem. 

Mr. Cornwell has long been a resident of Kenosha 
County and by his upright and honorable life has 
won the confidence and regard of those with whom 
he has been brought in contact. His public and 
private life are alike above reproach and he proved 
himself a faithful and competent official. 


HARLES H. KING, bridge builder and dis- 
í trict carpenter for the Racine & North- 


western Division of the Chicago, Milwau- 
kee & St. Paul Railroad Company, is now the 
oldest employe of that company in years of 
service in the line of his duty. Mr. King was 
born in the town of Mt. Pleasant, Wayne County, 
Pa., on the 31st of July, 1830, and is descended 
from good old Revolutionary stock. On the 
paternal side he came from an old family of Rhode 
Island and on the mother’s side from the Puritans 
of Massachusetts. Both his grandfathers attained 
to a very advanced age, one dying at the age of 
ninty-six, the other at ninety-eight years and both 
were American soldiers, one serving in the War for 
Independence and the other in the War of 1812. 
The parents of our subject were Hawkins W., and 
Mary (White) King. 

Charles H. King, whose name heads this sketch, 
received a common school education in the schools 
of his native state, and there learned the carpen- 
ter’s trade. He was married in Wayne County, 
Pa., September 12, 1855, Miss Lucy C. Palmer 
becoming his wife. She was born in the county 
above named and is a daughter of Thaddeus and 
Martha (Tracy) Palmer. Her father was of the 
Norwich, Conn., branch of the Palmer family and 
in early life emigrated to the Keystone state. In 


1858, accompanied by his wife and. children, he 
emigrated to the town of Summit, Waukesha 
County, Wis., where the parents lived 'till 1866 
when they moved to Waukesha and spent their 
last days with their daughter, Mrs. King. H. L. 
Palmer, a distinguished lawyer of Milwaukee, is a 
brother of Mrs. King. One child, a son, Charles 
T., was born to our subject and his wife. He is 
now married and resides in Racine, being in the 
employ of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul 
Railroad Company. 

In 1856, Mr. King started Westward with the 
intention of trying his fortune in Wisconsin 
and came first to Milwaukee where he was employed 
until the spring of 1858, when he was employed 
as detective under William Beck until 1861. In 
the fall of that year he went to Waukesha County 
to work at his trade; in that county he served a 
term of two years as deputy sheriff. In 1866, 
Mr. King entered the service of the Chicago & 
Northwestern Railroad Company as bridge builder, 
continuing about a year, and in November, 1867 
entered the service of the Chicago, Milwaukee & 
St. Paul Railroad Co., as bridge builder and dis- 
trict carpenter, which position he has held con- 
tinously since. However he continued his resi- 
dence in Waukesha until 1879, when he re- 
moved to Racine and took possession of his 
elegant residence at No. 1800 College Avenue 
where he has since made his home. He has 
continued in the service of the Chicago, Mil- 
waukee & St. Paul Railroad Company for 
almost a quarter of a century. His good manage- 
ment and faithful discharge of duty during nearly 
quarter of a century of active service, has won for 
him the confidence and good will of the manage- 
ment of this important corporation,as isevidenced 


"by his being retained so long in the responsible 


position he holds. No accident of consequence 
has happened on account of broken or defective 
bridges on the lines over which he has charge, 
during his term of services. 

In politics Mr. King is a Democrat but has 
never cared for public office. He is a member of 
Racine Lodge, No. 220, Royal Arcanum and of 
the Fraternal Alliance. Mrs. King and her sister, 
Miss Joanna C. Palmer, who resides with her, are 
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members of the Prashyi terian church. Miss Palmer 
is especially active and prominent in church and 
society work. Mr. King is a man of broad views, 
generous and warm hearted. He is a master of 
his trade and possesses good executive ability, 
especially qualifying him for the management 
of men and the discharge of the duties of the 
position he holds. 


OSEPH E. PADDOCK has a comfortable 
home situated in the midst of a fine farm 

| comprising two hundred and twenty-four 
acres on section 19, Mt. Pleasant Township, 
Racine County. As one of the leading agricultur- 
ists of the community, he is well worthy of repre- 
sentation in this volume. A native of Connecti- 
cut, he was born near Hartford, on the 3d of 
April, 1838. His father, Joseph Paddock, was also 
born and reared in the Nutmeg State, acquiring a 
good education in its public schools. After at- 


taining to mature years he wedded Rhoda Ann 
O’Brien, who was born in Greene County, N. Y., 


amid the beautiful Catskill Mountains. There the 
father of our subject engaged in farming for a 
few years and in 1839 emigrated to Ohio, locating 
in Portage County, where he purchased land and 
engaged in its cultivation until 1852. That year 
witnessed his arrival in Racine County, Wis. He 
bought a farm near Burlington and the next year 
purchased land in Franksville, where he made 
his home until about 1875. He then sold out and 
moved to Walworth County, where he engaged in 
farming until his death, which occurred April 2, 
1877. His wife died six days later. They were 
both highly respected people and while residing in 
Ohio; Mr. Paddock served as Justice of the Peace 
for a number of years. Our subject is their only 
son, but they had two daughters—Anna, who re- 
sides in Walworth County; and Ellen, now de- 
ceased. 

Joseph Paddock was quite young when the fam- 
ily removed to Ohio and in that State he remained 
until sixteen years of age, acquiring in the ıncan- 
time an excellent knowledge of the common Eng- 
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lish bis in the ube: ee Under the 
parental roof he remained until he had attained 
his majority. In Racine County, in June, 1866, 
he was joined in wedlock with Miss Mary A. 
Parker, one of Racine County's fair daughters. 
Her parents, Thomas and Mary Parker, were pio- 
neer settlers of this county who came from Scot- 
land, locating here in an early day. Unto Mr. and 
Mrs. Paddock have been born four children and 
the family circle yet remains unbroken. They are 
as follows: Belle, Thomas, Mary E. and Rhoda 
Ann. 

Our subject and his wife began their domestic 
life upon a farm in Mt. Pleasant Township, which 
he had purchased, it then comprising sixty-six 
acres. This he cultivated for three years, when 
he sold out and purchased his present farm, a val- 
uable one of two hundred and twenty-four acres, 
The improvements are such as one would expect 
to see surrounding the home of a progressive and 
enterprising farmer. The fields are well tilled, the 
grounds well kept and the neat appearance of the 
place indicates the characteristics of the owner. 

Mr. Paddock is a supporter of the Democracy, 
with which he has been identified for many years. 
He keeps bimself well informed on the issues of 
the day, yet has never been an aspirant for public 
office, as he prefers to devote his entire time and 
attention to his business interests. Public spirited 
and progressive he is a valued citizen and is well 
and favorably known throughout the county where 
he has made his home since he was a lad of six- 
teen years. 


¿qe + SE + Py 


F= DWARD G. DURANT is justly entitled to 
a place in the records of Racine and Keno- 
4) sha Counties for he made his home in Ken- 
osha from 1854 until 1870, and in that latter year 
became a resident of Racine. He has occupied 
prominent positions in both counties in the last 
thirty-seven years and has been largely interested 
in banking institutions and industries. 
Mr. Durant was born in Northampton, Mass., 
June 8, 1833. His father, Levi Durant, was a sol- 
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dier in the War of 1812, 2 particlpated i in the 
battle of Lundy’s Lane and in the defense of Buf- 
falo. He married Hadassah Thayer, of Cumming- 


ton, Mass., who belonged to a well known and pro- | 


minent New England family. Levi Durant was a 
descendant of John Durant who came from Eng- 
land in 1659, and settled in Billerica, Mass. 
six generations this branch of the family made 
their homes in Massachusetts and New Hamp- 
shire. 

Edward Durant was educated in the common 
schools of his native town, leaving then for a six 
years’ apprenticeship to the mercantile business on 
the old fashioned plan. On the expiration of this 
time he left his native town and came to Kenosha 
in 1854, where for a year he was clerk and book- 
keeper for Henry W. Hubbard, who is remembered 
by many old settlers of Kenosha County for his 
many genial and generous qualities and for many 
years was one of Kenosha's leading merchants. 


The year following a partnership was entered into 


between employer and clerk and continued until 
1857, when Mr. 
partner and accepted the position of cashier in the 
City Bank of Kenosha, which was then the only 
bank in the county. It had a capital of $100,000. 


For | 


Durant sold. his interest to his | 


| Bank of Wisconsin, in 
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of Milwaukee; in, too, tne Bank of Omaha, lo- 
cated by Judge Samuel Hale of Kenosha and ex- 
Gov. Barstow at a little out of the way village on 
west bank of the Missouri, and many another bank 
issue of the same sort swelled the volume of the 
wildest currency of those days, which our national 
currency has so happily displaced. 

In January, 1858, Mr. Durant was united mar- 
riage with Sarah C. Scott, the only daughter of 
Moses S. Scott, at that time cashier of the State 
Milwaukee. After a year 
of married life, in February, 1859, the happy 
union was sundered by the death of the young 
wife. A year later and the home in Kenosha 
was abandoned and the mercantile business of St. 
Louis, Mo., was established by Mr. Durant with 
Boston and Chicago partners. Another year and 
the war cloud burst upon the country and St. 
Louis as a border city, was a place of wild excite- 
ment. Secession flags were displayed and armed 
men were drilled publicly in halls under the se- 
cession banner. Business was for a time paralyzed; 
the Boston partners failed and in a few short 
months the conversion of the northwestern currency 


| secured largely by the pledge of Southern State 


Within sixty days after making that connection 


the great financial crash of 1857 occurred. 


Campbell was then President of the bank and its | 
The correspondence of the | 
bank of New York, Buffalo, Cleveland and Chicago | 


largest stockholder. 


failed, causing severe losses to the bank and the 
burden was almost entirely on the shoulders of the 
young cashier, but the ordeal was safely passed and 
the next January the bank paid a dividend of 30 
per cent. In those days gold commanded a pre- 
mium of about 2 per cent and the bringing home 
of the bills of the bank for redemption was a 


serious annoyance, hence quite a large portion of | 


the currency used for handling the large grain 
crops of that day, which was brought to Kenosha 
by team from a distance of fifty miles, was paid 
for in the issue of banks located in places distant 
from railroads and at almost inaccessible points,such 
was the Bank of Atlanta aud the La Grange Bank 
of Georgia, owned by George Smith, the Scotch 
banker of Chicago, and fathered by Alex Mitchell 
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bonds at 60 to 70 per cent discount for gold to 
pay debts, swept away the capital which represented 
the earnings of Mr. Durant for years. «James M. 
Striker, an old Kenosha merchant, was the Chicago 
partner and it was to Chicago that the St. Louis 
business was transferred and consolidated with 
that of Striker & Co. 

At this juncture, a committee from the Kenosha 
Bank, which with the majority of the banks of the 
Northwest had closed its doors, waited upon 
Mr. Durant with the request that he examine into 
the bank’s affairs and find what was left of its for- 
mer capital. About $24,000 worth of mortgages 
and other long timed securities remained in excess 
of liabilities; the doors of the bank were thrown 


open and almost without money on its counter to 


meet the claims of the old depositors, the bank 
commenced to do business and started on an era 
of prosperity which continued until it was merged 
into the First National Bank of Kenosha, the char- 
ter for which Mr. Durant obtained. He was its 
cashier until his removal from the city. 
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marriage with Miss Caroline H. Darling, daughter | Assembly and afterwards its President; was one of 


of Dr. George Darling, who for nearly fifty years 
was a well-known physician of St. Lawrence County, 
N. Y. Three children have been born unto them 
Edward M., Robert D. and Grace E. 

In 1863 the firm of Durant & Prictine was formed 
to do a foundry and machine business and was 
merged later into the well known and successful 
concern of Durant, Van Arsdale & Co. Until the 
removal of it to Chicago in 1870, it was one of 
Kenosha's largest and most prosperous industries. 
The business was planned by Mr. Durant, during 
its early existence he gave to it much time while 
also still holding his post at the bank. In February 
1865, business engagements were made which 
caused his removal to New York City, where he 
represented New England manufacturing interests, 
and three years later he removed to Northampton, 
Mass., his early home, and took charge as President 
and Superintendent of the largest of the factories 
he had represented in New York, employing some 
two hundred and fifty hands in the manufacture 
of cutlery. i 

Returning to Kenosha early in 1870, Mr. Durant 
inaugurated a business under the name of the Keno- 
sha Hardware Company and was the first party in 
the entire Northwest to produce fine light hard- 
ware. Four years later this company, on the solic- 
itation of Robert Baker who took a large interest 
in the business at that time, removed to Racine 
but retained the old Kenosha management, Isaac 
J. Clapp, of Kenosha continuing its President un- 
til his death. This institution has now for many 
years been one of Racine’s large industries, employ- 
ing about three hundred and fifty men. A large 
part of the produve of this concern is covered by 


the patents issued to Mr. Durant who has heid the | 


position of Secretary and Superintendent for 
the past twenty years and is now the Presi- 
dent. 

Outside of his business interests, Mr. Durant 
has been interested in Christian and reform work. 
He was a Deacon in the Congregational Church in 
Kenosha, later an Elder in the Presbyterian Church 
of Racine and was a long time Superintendent of 
the Sabbath-school in each place. He was for 


the incorporators of the Monona Lake Assembly 
and its first Secretary and has since its organization 
been one of its Directors. He is also a Trustee of 
Ripon College and was chairman of the Young 
Men's Christian Association building committee, 
the result of whose labors may be seen in the fine 
building on Sixth Street. He is a radical temper- 
ance worker and was made a member of the City 
Council of Kenosha on that issue. He assisted in 
the organization of the Prohibition party in Wis- 
consin atid in 1884 was its nominee for Congress 
from the First District. In 1886 he was the nom- 
inee for Secretary of the State and in 1888 for 
Governor. On the same issue he has twice headed 
the Racine City ticket, counting it a greater honor 
to be defeated in a good cause than to be a mere 
oftice seeker. 

For several years a portion of Mr. Durant’s time 
has been spentin Pasadena, Cal., where for health 
considerations, his family is at present residing. 
His life record needs littie comment. He was en- 
dowed with no special genius but by nature is en- 
terprising, progressive and possesses good business 
ability. These, however, are worth little if not 
combined with hard labor and Mr. Durant has in- 
deed led an industrious life. It has also been an 
upright and honorable one and for what he has 
done in the line of morality as well as in woridly 
interests for Kenosha and Racine Counties, grati- 
tude is due. 
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JA HILIP R. FREY, the efficient County Clerk 
; of Racine County, has for a half century 
been numbered among the residents of the 

city of Racine and is therefore entitled to 


| representation among the honored pioneers and 


best citizens of the community. He was born in 
the town of Philadelphia, Jefferson County, March 
4, 1825, and is a son of Henry and Amelia (Young) 
Frey. His father was- born in Detroit, Mich., in 


1801, and was of Swiss and French extraction. 


Becoming a merchant of that city he engaged in 


trade for some time and then emigrated to ¡ia | 
in 1839. The following year he came with his 
family to Racine and three or four years later went 
to Walworth County, engaging in mercantile pur- 
suits in Darien, where he was one of the pioneer 
settlers. He continued in business at that place up 
to the time of his death, which occurred in 1864. 
His wife, mother of Philip R., died in Illinois in 
1840. 

The subject of this sketch was the sixth in order 
of birth of their seven children, four sons and three 
daughters, and is now the only surviving member 
of the family. 
ents in 1839 when fourteen years of age, attended 
school in that city and was afterward employed 
there as merchant’s clerk until 1848,when he went 
to Milwaukee where he spent a year. Attracted 


by the discovery of gold in California he made an 
overland trip to the Pacific Coast in 1850 and en- 
gaged in gold mining for a time and subsequently 
was employed as merchant’s clerk in Sacramento. 
Five years he spent in the Far West, returning to 


Wisconsin in 1855, when he located in Darien. He 
purchased a farm near that place and engaged in 
its cultivation and improvement until 1858 when 
he sold out and accepted the position of station 
agent at Darien for the Racine & Mississippi Rail- 
road Company. For ten years he acceptably filled 
that office and in 1868 returned to Racine, acting 
as agent at Racine Junction for the two railroad 
companies at that point until 1872 when the Chi- 
cago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad was built to 
Chicago and he was appointed the first agent at 
Western Union Junction, which position he held 
for séventeen years when he was superseded to 
make place for a younger man, no charges being 
preferred against him. He then purchased a farm 
of sixty-two acres adjoining Western Union Junc- 
tion, which he still owns and which he operated 
until elected County Clerk in the fall of 1890 on 
the Democratic ticket. About the Ist of January 
following he entered upon the duties of the office 
and has since made his home in Racine. 

On the 19th of July, 1857, in that city, Mr. Frey 
led to the marriage altar Miss Susanna R. Bones, 
daughter of Thomas and Catherine Bones. She 
was born in the same town as her husband and the 


He went to Chicago witli his par- | 


datei is 1830. They have no 5 didiga of their own 
but have an adopted daughter——Annie B. Mr. 
Frey, his wife and daughter. are members of the 
Episcopal Church,and he is a Mason, belonging to 
Racine Lodge, No. 18, A. F. & A. M.; Orient Chap- 
ter, No. 12, R. A. M., and Racine Commandery, 
No. 7, K. T. 

As County Clerk Mr. Frey is proving efficient 
and popular, being thoroughly competent, prompt 
and courteous. The patrons of the office find its 
affairs conducted in a business-like and satisfactory 
manner. In politics he is a supporter of the De- 
mocracy but having been station agent so many 
years has not been active in party affairs. Mr. 
Frey isa man of genial and kindly manner, up- 
right and honorable in his intercourse with the 
world and has many warm friends among the best 
people of the county. 


MERY D. WRIGHT, Superintendent of the 
Racine & Southwestern Division of the 
Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad, 

has been an employe of that company in various 
positions since 1867, or for a continuous period of 
twenty-four years. He was first connected with 
the road as telegraph operator and his ability and 
faithfulness won him promotion unti! he gained 
the responsible position which he now fills. 

Mr. Wright is a native of Racine County. He 
was born on his father’s farm in the town of Mt. 
Pleasant, March 5, 1852, and is a son of Clark 
W. and Lovisa M. (Faulkner) Wright, both of 
whom were natives of the Empire State. A sketch 
of the father appears on another page of this work. 
Emery spent the first four years of his childhood 
in his native town and in 1856 accompanied his 
parents on their removal to Lyndon,Juneau County, 
of the same State, where he attended school and 
learned telegraphy. At the age of fifteen he was 
a good operator and sccured the position with the 
Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad Com- 
pany, serving as extra operator in various locali- 
ties until December, 1871. At that time he went 
to Milwaukee, having secured a position as assis- 
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he was made chief train dispatcher of the Prairie | 


du Chien division, serving in that capacity until 
July, 1887, when he was appointed Superintendent 
of the Racine & Southwestern division, which posi- 
tion he has since filled, making his headquarters 
in Racine. 


for independence. Capt. Joseph Olin, the father 


| of Daniel, was a native of Vermont. He wedded 


| emigrated to Canton, N. 


In political affiliations, Mr. Wright is a Repub- | 


lican, and as every true American citizen should 
do, takes an interest in political affairs and keeps 
well informed concerning the issues of the day, 
although he has never sought public office, being 
a Knight Templar, Mason and a recipent of the 
Scottish Rite. His membership is with Inde- 
pendence Lodge, No. 80, A. F. & A. M.; Wisconsin 
Chapter, No. 7, R. A. M.; Ivanhoe Commandery, 
No. 24, K. T.; Wisconsin Consistory; and Tripoli 
Temple, Mystic Shrine, all of Milwaukee. He also 
holds membership with the Milwaukee Council, No. 
91, National Union. One of the trusted employes 
of the road, Mr. Wright has the confidence and re- 
pect of all with whom he has come in contact. 


railroad official of Racine, has made an 
exceptional record. He has the distinc- 
tion of having been in the railroad service 
longer than any other in the State, now living. 
From the position of foreman of a squad of men 


on construction, he arose to the responsible posi- | 


tion of Assistant General Superintendent of the 


southern division of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. | 


Paul Railroad, comprising two thousand miles. 
We feel that the record of his life and the history 
of his progress will prove of interest to many of 
our readers. 

Mr. Olin was born on the 3d of June, 
Canton, St. Lawrence County, N. 
from Welsh ancestry on his father’s side. During 
Colonial days the progenitors of the family in 
America, crossed the Atlantic from Wales and set- 
tled on Block Island in Rhode Island. The grand- 
father of our subject, Capt. Caleb Olin, earned his 
title as a commander of a company in the Revolu- 


1826, at 


Y., and springs 


Hulda Smith, who was a native of Addison, Vt., 
and of English descent. About the year 1810, he 
Y. When the War of 
1812 broke out he took an active part in the strug- 
gle. and like his father, his meritorous conduct won 
him promotion to the rank of Captain. His chief 
occupation through life was farming, though he 
also deait in stock and grain. After the death of 
his first wife, who lived to be forty-nine years of 
age, he again married and was the father of twelve 
children, ten by the first union and two by the sec- 
ond. He died at a very advanced age, lacking but 
a few months of being ninety years old. He took 
an active part in local affairs, and. was an old-time 
Democrat. 

D. A. Olin is one of the five living children. In 
early life he was inured to the hardships incident 
to farm work which he followed during the sum- 
mer months, and in the winter season attended the 
common schools of the neighborhood. Later be 
was a student in Canton Academy, and at the age 
of eighteen he began teaching, which profession he 
followed successfully for a short time. 

In 1849 Mr. Olin was united m marriage with 
Miss Sarah Sweet, and the following year he came 
to Wisconsin. Locating in Milwaukee in 1851, he 
entered the employ of the Milwaukee & Missis- 
sippi Railroad Company as foreman of a gang of 
men engaged in the construction of the road. At 
Waukesha, in May, 1852, his wife died, leaving one 
daughter, Ada B., wife of Judge William Story, 
Lieutenant Governor of Colorado. On the 18th 
of June, 1854, Mr. Olin wedded Miss Mariette 
Teall, and they became parents of a daughter, Jen- 
nie S., who died in infancy. 

Upon the completion of the Milwaukee & Mis- 
sissippi Road to Eagle in 1852, Mr. Olin became 
conductor of a train and served in that position 
eight years. He it was that ran the first passenger 
train from Milwaukee to the Mississippi River. In 
1860 he was promoted to the position of Assistant 
Superintendent of that road and five years later 
was appointed Superintendent of the Milwaukee & 
La Crosse Railroad. Again came promotion in 
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1866, RER <a was made Sapseinfandent of the La 
Crosse division of the Milwaukee & St. Paul Rail- 
road, and in July, 1869 he was chosen General Su- 
perintendent of the Western Union Railroad, which 
position he held until 1880, when he became As- 
sistant General Superintendent of the southern 
division of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul 
Railroad. On account of failing health he does 
not now engage in active service, 
holds a position. The upright and honorable 
career of Mr. Oiin has won him esteem wherever he 
is known. Only meritorous conduct and faithful 
discharge of duty win promotion, and when we 
take into consideration the fact of Mr. Olin’s rapid 
rise, we see that he must have been accorded the 
full confidence of his superior officers to win his 
quick advancement. 

During his residence in Milwaukee, our subject 
served for five years as a member of the City Coun- 
cil, and three years of that time was President of 
the Council. In 1869 he came to Racine, and for 
two terms, beginning in 1886, was honored with 
the office of Mayor, in which capacity he served 
with marked acceptance. Since 1848 he has atfili- 
ated with the Democratic party, but is not a strict 
partisan. Both he and his wife are members of St. 
Luke’s Episcopal Church, of which he is a vestry- 
man, a position which he has held for many 
years. He has also served as a member of the 
Board of Trustees of Racine College for several 
years. Mrs. Olin is a member of the Board of 
Trustees of the Taylor Orphan Asylum of Racine, 
having filled the position some eleven years. For 
an equal period she has served as a member of the 
Board of Managers of the Wisconsin Industrial 
School for Girls with which she has been identified 
from its beginning. During the war a number of 
the leading ladies of Milwaukee united their efforts 
to furnish a home for the sick and wounded Wis- 
consin soldiers as they were sent back. Funds 
were raised in various ways, and Mrs. Olin was 
made the first ‘Treasurer. 
appeared before the State Legislature and secured 
an appropriation of 85,000 to aid in caring for the 
soldiers. In 1865 it was proposed to hold a fair, 
the proceeds of which should go toward establish- 
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though he still | 


Mrs. Olin, with AR RR TER: women, can- 
vassed the State, holding meetings in lady’s par- 
lors, in churches and sometimes in public places to 
arouse interest in the project, and as the result the 
net proceeds of the fair amounted to $110,000. 
When Congress decided to establish a National Sol- 
diers’ Home in Wisconsin, the above money was 
offered if the home should be located in Milwau- 
kee. Doubtless this liberal offer secured its loca- 
tion there, and hence to the ladies who were the 


leading spirits in making the fair a success the 


honor is largely due. 


Socially Mr. Olin is a Mason of high standing, 


| belonging to Racine Lodge, No. 18, A. F. & A. M.; 


Orient Chapter No. 12, R. A. M.; 
dery, No. 7, K. T.; and Milwaukee Consistory, of 
which he was the first Treasurer. He also holds 
membership with the Knights of Honor and the 
Royal Arcanum. Forty-one years have elapsed 


Racine Comman- 


| since Mr. Olin began his railroad career, at which 


time there were only eleven miles of road in the 
State, whereas now a perfect network crosses and 
recrosses it, penetrating every nook and corner, 


| and not withstanding the fact that he lost a leg in 


at the post of duty. 


a railroad accident in 1865 he has ever been found 
Upon the accession of Mr. 
Bashford to the gubernatorial chair, Mr. Olin was 


| commissioned Aid-de-camp to the Governor, with 


the title of Colonel. Quiet and unassuming, Mr. 


| Olin has never sought honors, but has rather had 


them thrust upon him. His residence on Main 
Street is pleasantly situated and is truly homelike. 


SO E O 


MW. ON. HENRY ALLEN COOPER is a repre- 
resentative of one of the early families of 
Racine County, and a full account of the 

0 family history is given in connection with 


| the sketch of his father, Dr. .Joel H. Cooper, of 


She and another lady | 


Burlington, Wis. Our subject,who is the only son 
in a family of six children, was born in Spring 
Prairie, Walworth County, Wis. In his youth he 
enjoyed the best educational advantages and was 
therefore fitted for a successful business career. 


lishing a permanent home for disabled soldiers. | After completing the High Schoo! course in Bur- 


he”entered the Northwestern University and in 
1873 was graduated from the literary department 
of that institution. Having determined to make 
the practice of law his life work he spent two years 
in the Chicago Law School, from which he was 
graduated in 1875. From that time until 1879 he 
was employed in various law offices of Chicago and 
then entered into partnership with the late Judge 
C. A. Brownson, at Burlington, where he may be 
said to have entered upon his business career. In 
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miller by trade residing in Sullivan, Madison 
County, New York; Henry, of this sketch; and 
Cornelius, also a farmer, who died in 1879. 

We now take up the personal history of our 
subject, whose educational advantages were lim- 
ited to attendance at the district school in the 
winter season prior to his fifteenth year. As 


soon as old enough to reach the plow handles, he 


1880 he was elected District Attorney and in con- | 


sequence removed to Racine. In 1882 he was re- 
elected and again in 1884, both times without op- 
position. He thus served three successive terms, 

in 1884 Mr. Cooper was sent as a delegate to 
the National Republican Convention, in Chicago, 
which nominated James G. Blaine for President. 
Two yeurs later he was nominated on the Repub- 
lican ticket for State Senator, and the election 
showed him to be the people’s choice for that office, 
his term expiring in January,1891. Since remov- 
ing to Racine he has been devoted to the active 
practice of his profession and is now a member of 
the very prominent and successful law firm of 
Cooper & Wilson whose office is locuted at the cor- 
ner of Fourth and Main Streets. 
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ENRY RECTOR, who since an early day 
nas been numbered among the leading 
farmers of Kenosha County, now owns 
and operates one hundred and twenty 
acres of land on section 35, Salem Town- 
ship, whereon he has made his home since 
1842, or for a half century. He was born in 
Bridgeport, Madison County, N. Y., June 30, 
1808, and on the paternal side is of German 
descent, while on the maternal side he is of Eng- 
lish lineage. His parents were John and Hannah 
(Fuller) Rector, the former a native of New York, 
and the latter of Connecticut. The mother died 
when our subject was only five years old. There 
were three children in the family: Ann Eliza, 


x 


had to begin work upon his father’s farm, and his 
services were given to his father until he was 
twenty years of age, when he commenced life for 
himself, being employed in scow building on the 
Erie Canal. This he followed for about seven or 
eight years. In 1837 he started Westward, mak- 
ing the trip by way of the Erie Canal to Buffalo, 
and from thence by way of the lakes to Chicago, 
where he arrived on the 2d of June, 1837. There 
was only one hotel in the city at that time, and it 
was known as the Lake House. Mr. Rector left 
his wife there, having previously been married, 
and walked to Oak Plains, eight miles west of 
Chicago, and then came on to the present location 
of Antioch, in Lake County, Ill. At that time it 
contained only one house, and that was used as a 
tavern, which was carried on by a brother-in-law 
of our subject, Denious B. Gage. Not long 
afterward he made a claim of one hundred and 
twenty acres of land in that locality, and when it 
came into market, purchased it of the Govern- 
ment. His wife he then took to his new home, 
and they there resided until 1842, when he pur- 
chased one hundred and forty-four acres of land 
on section 35, Salem Township, Kenosha County, 
where he has since engaged in general farming. - 
The lady who bore the name of Mrs. Rector, 
was, in her maidenhood, Miss Nancy Gage, daugh- 
ter of Eli and Hannah Gage, who were natives of 
the Empire State, and were of English descent. 
Seven children were born of this union, but the 
eldest, Caroline, died in 1859; Edward O., is a 
farmer now living in Decatur County, Kan.; 


James and Ann are both deceased; John G., died 
on the 14th of April, 1863; Mary E., is the wife 
of Oscar Munson,a farmer residing in Decatur 
County, Kan.; Helen is the wife of Charles Mun- 
son, who is engaged in the blacksmith business in 
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toa, Wis.; ; and ah Adele, is the wife of 
Daniel A. Williams, a merchant of Antioch, III. 


In 1863, Mr. Rector was called upon to mourn | and objects. 


the loss of his wife, who died on the 19th of Jan- 
uary. He again married May 10, 1863, Catharine 
Arland, who died August 30, 1889. In politics he 
is a Republican, and has served as School Com- 
missioner and Postmaster of his township in an 
early day. In religious belief he is the oldest 
member of the Methodist Church. Few have 


early infancy. He bore all the hardships of pio- 
neer life, and performed the arduous task of 


severance overcame the obstacles in his path, and 
he made himself a well-to-do citizen. Public 
spirited and progressive, he has taken an active 
interest in all that pertains to the welfare of the 


community, and his support has been given to | 


those enterprises calculated to promote the general 
welfare. 
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ond were charitable “na — giving lib- 
erally of their means to all worthy enterprises 
When called home they were laid to 
rest in Racine Cemetery, where a beautiful monu- 
ment has been erected to their memory. 

The family of John and Jennie Adams num- 
bered five children, the eldest of whom, Sarah M., 


| resides in Yorkvilie Township; Jane became the 


wife of George Richard, a prominent citizen of 


| Springfield, Obio, but both are now deceased; 
longer been residents of Kenosha County than our | 
subject, who came to Wisconsin in the days of its | 


William J. is the next younger; Elizabeth, who 
resides in Racine, is the widow of James Botsford, 
who followed journalism in Omaha, Neb., and was 


editor of the Racine Journal; James, twin brother 
developing a new farm, but his energy and per- | 


of Elizabeth, is a wealthy oil dealer and promi- 
nent man of Oil City, Pa.; Alexander, who served 
for three years as a member of the Second Wis- 
consin Infantry, and took part in some of the 
most important battles of the Army of the Poto- 


mac, followed the vocation of an engineer. He 


| marr.ed Miss Elizabeth Yates, who is left to mourn 
' his loss. 


K jpILLIAM JOHN ADAMS, who is engaged | 


in general farming on section 22, York- 


ville Township, Racine County, is a na- | 


tive of the Empire State, his birth having occurred | 


in Jackson, Washington County, May 31, 1836. 
His father, John Adams, was born in County 
Antrim, Ireland, in 1799, and according to rank 
was a gentleman, his family moving in the higher 
circles. He acquired an excellent education and 
in his native land married Miss Jennie Elliott, 
whose father was a manufacturer of fine cloth. 
Shortly afterward they emigrated to this country 
and made their home in Washington County, 
N. Y., until their removal, in 1855, to Racine 
County, Wis., which was then a new county upon 
the Western frontier. Mr. Adams purchased two 


hundred and forty acres of land and devoted his | 
energics to agricultural pursuits. Prosperity smiled 
upon him, and as fast as possible he increased his 
property, becoming quite well-to-do. He and his 
wife were members of the Presbyterian Church, 


"Midst play and work the boyhood days of our 
subject were passed under the parental roof, and 
in the common schools he was educated. When 
he had attained to mature years he wedded Miss 
Elizabeth McBeth, a native of Peoria, Wyoming 
County, N. Y., born May 19, 1845. Their union 
was celebrated December 31, 1873. The lady is a 
daughter of Alexander McBeth, who was born in 
Scotland in 1791, and when a babe of a year was 
brought by his parents to this country. He was 
reared upon the homestead farm in Schenectady, 
N. Y., until sixteen years of age, when he learned 
the trade of a carpenter and joiner. He became 
an efficient workman and was one of the builders 
of the large bridge at Montreal, Canada. A man 
of strong decision of character, he gave his influ- 
ence to the right and was respected for the firm- 
ness with which he adhered to his decisions. In 
Canada Mr. McBeth married Miss Elizabeth Morris, 
a native of the Emerald Isle, belonging to one 
of the best families of that couatry. In 1846 they 
emigrated to Wisconsin when it was yet a Terri- 
tory, making the trip Ly the lakes to Racine and 
by ox-team to Delavan, where they settled. After 
living in Walworth County three years they re- 


moved to Yorkville Township, which at that time 
extended to Lake Michigan. The pioneer home 
of the family on section 17 is still standing, one 
of the few landmarks of that early day that yet 
remain. Both Mr. and Mrs. McBeth were active 
members in the Presbyterian Church, and be served 
as a ruling Elder. Their family of children num- 
bered the following: Susan, who was for thirteen 
years a teacher of recognized ability in the High 
School of Burlington, is still living on the old 
homestead; John, who married Miss Ann Dore, a 
native of Connecticut. is engaged in farming in 
Yorkville Township; Robert died in the hospital 
at Somerset, Ky., after the battle of Mill Springs, 
thus giving his life for the Union; Alexander died 
at the age of fifteen years; Christia is the de- 
ceased wife of George Whitworth, who was a 
stone and brick mason, and also engaged in farın- 
ing; Daniel resides with his sister on the old 
homestead; and Mrs. Adams completes the family. 

By the union of our subject and his wife four 
sons and five daughters have been born, and the 
family circle yet remains unbroken, John Alex- 
ander, a young man of worthy character and ex- 
cellent habits, aids his father in the operation of 
the home farm; May Louise, Susan, Nellie, Fannie, 
Jennie, William Francis, Thomas and Charlie are 
all at home. Mrs. Adams is a lady of intelligence 
and culture who presides with grace over the 
household, and to her husband she has proved a 
true helpmate. 

In political sentiment Mr. Adams was first a 
Whig, and on the dissolution of that party joined 
the ranks of the new Republican party, which he 
has since supported. He is a man who takes a 
commendable interest in all enterprises calculated 
to benefit the community; the cause of education 
has ever found in him a warm friend and for 
twenty years he has been an efficient member of 
the School Board, serving part of the time as 
Clerk. Charitable and benevolent, his sympathy 
is extended to those in distress and more substan- 
tial aid is rendered the poor and needy. His wife 
is alike faithful in good works, and both Mr. and 
Mrs. Adams are members of the Presbyterian 
Church, to the support of which they contribute 
liberally. Their home is situated on an eminence 
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| of a model farm. 
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overlooking a beautiful stretch of country. Their 
farm comprises two hundred and eleven acres of 
valuable land which is under a high state of culti- 
vation, supplied with good buildings, the latest 
improved machinery and all the other accessories 
Among the best people of this 
community are numbered Mr. and Mrs. Adams, 
who have here long resided, and it is with pleas- 
ure that we present this record of their lives to 
their many friends and acquaintances. 


A 
ILLIAM F. FISCHER, a leading dry-goods 
merchant of Kenosha, has engaged in 


W 
W business in this city since 1879, with 


excellent success, He has the honor of being a 
native of Kenosha County, his birth having oc- 
curred in Somers Township December 1, 1848. 
His parents, Frederick and Mary (Schneider) 
Fischer, are represented elsewhere in this work. 
Upon his father’s farm our subject passed the days 
of his boyhood and youth, and in the district 
schools of the neighborhood acquired his literary 
education. He entered upon his business career 
at the age of seventsen years as a salesman in the 
employ of George Thelen, with whom he remained 
two years, when he returned to Kenosha and 
clerked for Seth Doan for eleven years. At the 
expiration of that period Mr. Fischer went to Chi- 
cago and was general salesman for Field, Leiter & 
Co., of that city. In 1879 he again came to 
Kenosha and embarked ın the dry-goods and 
grocery businew, as a member of the firm of 
Fischer, Lentz & Co. After three years the part- 
nership was dissolved, Mr. Fischer taking as his 
share the dry-goods stock, of which he had been 
sole manager. In 1890 this was combined with 
the stock of Doan & Brown, which he purchased at 
that time. He now has one of the largest and 
most complete stock of dry goods, carpets, oil 
cloths, etc., in the city, occupying a store room 
22x120 feet. 

In Kenosha, on the 21st of October, 1874, Mr. 
Fischer was united in marriage with Miss Rosalie 
Muetzenberger, a native of this city, and a 
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der of Conrail iria: 
dren grace their union, sons, William C. 
Arthur F. Mr. Fischer is a Republican in politics, 
and in bis social relations is a member of the 
Royal Arcanum and Knights of Pythias. His wife 


holds membership with the Episcopal Church, and 


in social circles they rank high. 

For about twelve years Mr. Fischer has engaged 
in business for himself, and from the beginning 
has had a constantly increasing trade, which indı- 
cates the popularity of his establishment. He is a 
wide-awake business man, and has made a record 
of which he need not be ashamed. He is now rec- 


city, and well deserves that complimentary title, 
a self-made man. 
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LW ON. ELLSWORTH BURNETT BELDEN, 
| ; County Judge of Racine County, is the 
youngest man ever elected to that office in 


the State of Wisconsin, and, in all proba- 


bility, in this country. In assuming judicial du- 
ties, however, Judge Belden was not embarrassed 
by inexperience, for the apprenticeship he had 
served under his grandfather, Judge Philo Belden, 
who laid the foundation for the present admirable 
system which prevails in the administration of es- 
tates in the court,and the generous practice in 
that court which he enjoyed later, had given him 
a thorough knowledge of and familiarity with the 
business of the court. He had also won the confi- 
dence of the people by his manly characteristics 
and strict attention to duty, and, consequently, his 
administration of the important affairs of his office 
has been most successful from the commencement. 

Judge Belden’s candidacy and subsequent elec- 
tion by a marvelous majority form a part of the 
history of Racine County, and the facts connected 
therewith may well be recorded here, as showing 
the tendency of the people to grant a just recogni- 
tion to young men of ability and energy. When 
the fact became apparent that the declining days 
of Judge Philo Belden had brought with them in- 


firmities which precluded his candidacy for the of- | 
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Two chil- fice, the friends of the . prn urged his 
and | nomination. 


Others entered the contest, and for 


a considerable time before the nominating conven- 


tion the question of the judgeship was earnestly 
discussed by the electors of Racine County. Mr. 
Beiden won the Republican nomination, lacking 
but one vote of the choice on the first ballot, and 
winning on the fourth, which was made unani- 
mous. The opposition under the guise of an in- 
dependent movement, presented the name of a 
prominent Democratice lawyer from the western 
end of the county, and the campaign commenced. 


| Mr. Belden’s age was the only point urged asa 
ognized as one of the leading merchants of the | 


reason against bis election, and this fact, so insig- 
nificant, led to such a full discussion of the abili- 
ties of the candidates, that the result was the elec- 
tion of Mr. Belden by a majority of six hundred 


and fifty-eight, he having carried every ward in 


Racine, and fifteen of the ‘seventeen voting pre- 
cincts in the county. The public had asserted its 
confidence in Mr. Belden, and it seems to have 
been wisely placed, for his administration has 
been able and satisfactory to all, irrespective of 
polities. 

Judge Belden is a native of Racine County, 
having been born in the town of Rochester, May 
18, 1866. His parents are Capt. Henry W. and 
Emily (Brown) Belden. His father was born in 
Rochester, Wis., November 10, 1840, and is a son 
of the Hon. Philo Belden, whose sketch appears 
elsewhere in this work. The Captain was a gal- 
lant soldier in the Federal Army during the late 
war, and saw considerable service. He enlisted as 
a private in the  Twenty-tourth Wisconsin 
Infantry, was subsequently appointed Second 
Lieutenant in the Thirty-seventh Wisconsin In- 
fantry, and later was made First Lieutenant and 
then Captain of his company, serving until the 
close of the war. He is now engaged in business 
in Milwaukee, Wis. Emily (Brown) Belden, the 
mother of Judge Belden, is a daughter of Ezra 
Brown, of Rochester, Racine County. She was 
born in South Londonderry, Vt., and came to this 
State during her childhood. She is a very esti- 
mable woman and mother. 

Judge Belden received his academic education 
at Rochester Seminary, and after graduation from 


that institution, in 1383, he entered the employ of 
Judge Philo Belden in the court over which he 
now presides. He remained there until the fall of 
1884, when he became a student in the law depart- 
ment of the State University of Wisconsin, and 
was graduated from that admirable institution 
with the Class of 86. being at that time but twenty 
years of age, the youngest graduate of that school. 
Owing to an incongruity in the law Mr. Belden 
found himself in a peculiar position. By virtue 
of his diploma from the State Law School he was en- 
titled to practice his chosen profession, and yet he 
was debarred therefrom by being under twenty- 
one years of age. He thercupon entered the office 
of the Attorney-General and was given a respon- 
sible position. Subsequently he resumed his former 
position in the County Court of Racine County, 
remaining there a short time,and then entering 
into the practice of the law, continued successfully 
for a year. In April, 1889, when twenty-two 
years of age, he was elected Judge of the County 
Court. Judge Philo Belden resigned bis position 
in September, 1889, and the Judge-elect was ap- 
pointed to fill the vacancy, holding his first term 
of. court in October, 1889. On January 1, 1890, 
he entered upon the term for which he had been 
elected. Judge Belden isa man of good address 
and excellent legal attainments, and his pubiic and 
his public and private life has given him the es- 
teem of all. 

Judge Belden is a member of Racine Lodge No. 
32, Knights of Pythias; Royal Arcanum, Council 
No. 220; Modern Woodmen of America; Lakeside 
Camp No. 379; Racine Business Men’s Association; 
a Director in the Racine Building and Loan Asso- 
ciation; a member of the Chi Psi College Frater- 
nity, and Secretary of the State Association of 
County Judges of Wisconsin. 

On the 26th of June, 1890, Judge Belden and 
Miss Hattie Raymond, of Racine, were married, 
the ceremony taking place in St. Luke’s Episcopal 
Church in Racine, of which both are members. 
Mrs. Belden is a daughter of Hyland and Emily 
(Foster) Raymond, a family whose name has been 
actively identified with the history of Racine 
County for many years. Mrs. Belden is a charm- 
ing young woman of rare social and domestic at- 
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tainments, and is very popular in Racine, her na- 
tive city. She is a graduate of Mrs. McMurphy’s 
Home School, a private institution of learning, 
noted for its thorough and practical system of in- 
struction, and is a talented musician and artist. 


| ORATIO GATES WINSLOW, A. M. A 
4 man who bas the interests of his place of 

residence at heart, whether it be in an 

humble or prominent way, always carns 
the respect of every right minded person. In an 
educational direction there is an additional degree 
of deference paid to the promoters of advance- 
ment, for we realize how greatly we are indebted 
to our public school system for many of the men 
who have come to the front in national and local 
affairs. The gentieman whose name appears at 
the head of this sketch is widely known as the 
Superintendent of the Public Schools of Racine, 
and one of the most efficient educators in this 
State. In all Racine there is not a better known 
citizen nor a more resolute champion of the right. 
He is universally recognized as a man grand and 
true, whose heart is in the right place, and whose 
hand is ever ready to strike any threatening evil 
or promote any promised good. 

A native of the Empire State, Mr. Winslow was 
born in Groton, Tompkins County, April 3, 1820, 
and is the son of John and Mary (Van Dusen) 
Winslow. This branch of the Winslow family is 
descended from one of two brothers of that name 
who came over in the “Mayäower.” The father 
of our subject was a native of Hampshire County, 
Mass.,and was born June 21, 1789. When a young 
man he emigrated.to Tompkins County, N. Y., 
which was then a wilderness, and followed teach- 
ing, farming and various other vocations. During 
the War of 1812 he served on the frontier. After- 
ward he wedded Miss Van Dusen, who was born 
in Middlesbury, Vt., January 28, 1794. This lady 
was descended from one of the old Holland fam- 
ilies that settled on the Hudson. John Winslow 
passed from the busy scenes of earth March 8, 
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1828; his widow ste moved to ‘Tinos 
and spent her remaining days in McLean County. 
Of their children only three now survive, one son 
and two daughters. 

When fourteen years of age young Wins- 
low left home to commence the stern contest 
for existence on his own account. After drifting 
about for a time he returned to his old home de- 
termined to secure a better education. By work- 
ing for his board and tuition and by teaching, he 
helped himself to an academic education. At the 
age of seventeen he began teaching, and three 
years later conducted a “select school“ to the satis- 
faction of his patrons. Still not satisfied with 
his attainments, he entered the Sophomore class 
of the Union College, at Schenectady, N. Y., in 
the spring of 1841, and was graduated in 1843, 
receiving the degree of A. B. and the honor of 
election to the Phi Beta Kappa finiernity, which 
was the highest honor the college conferred. Two 
years later the degree of A. M. was conferred by 
the same institution. 

Mr. Winslow opened a select school at Mt. 
Morris, Livingston County, N. Y., which devel- 
oped into the Union School, still in existence. In 
1849 he took charge of the Academy at Nunda, 
in the same county, and managed that successfully 
until 1852, when failing health compelled him to 
seek outdoor employment. For two years he was 
civil engineer in the construction of a division on 
the Marietta & Cincinnati Railroad, The fall of 
1854 witnessed his arrival in Racine, where he has 
made his home continuously since. From 1855 
until 1880 he was engaged in the book and sta- 
tionery business. During all these years he had 
taken a deep interest in the schools of Racine and 
had been a member of the School Board for a 
number of terms. In May, 1881, he was chosen 
Superintendent of the city schools, and so satis- 
factory has been his work that he has been re- 
tained in that position ever since his first appoint- 
ment Under his efficient management the schools 
have been improved and put in the best working 
order. 


In 1866 Mr. Winslow was elected a member of 
the Board of Trustees of Racine College, and is 
still serving in that capacity, 


In 1874 he was 


died & member of the ‘Bowe of Regents of 
the State University, which he held three years, or 
until Gov. Ludington appointed a Republican in 
his stead. A fund to aid the families of soldiers 
was raised in 1861,and Mr. Winslow was made 
secretary with power to disburse money as he 
thought best. Never did one perform his duty 
more cheerfully or conscientiously, and that with- 
out remuneration, save what comes from doing a 
noble deed. When, in 1862, the Democratic party 
canvassed the field fora candidate for State Super- 
intendent of Public Instruction, Mr. Winslow was 
agreed upon and made the regular nominee of 
that party. 

On October 21, 1846, Mr. Winslow was married 
to Miss Emily Bradley, a native of Genoa, N. Y., 
and the youngest of twelve children, all of whom 
are deceased. She was born July 1, 1823, and 
died August 22, 1877, leaving two children—John 
Bradley Winslow, Associate Justice of the Supreme 
Court of Wisconsin, and Mrs. A. H. Lathrop, of 
South Dakota. A member of St, Luke’s Episcopal 
Church, Mr. Winslow takes an active interest in 
all its affairs, aud has served as Junior Warden 
for many years, He is a man of recognized abil- 
ity and is widely and favorably known through- 
out the State as an educator. 
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EJ OPHAR ROGERS, one of the early settlers 
and a retired farmer of Caledonia Township, 
Ks) Racine County, residing on section 16, was 
born in Saratoga County, N. Y., in June, 1817, 
and is descended from good ‚old Revolutionary 
stock. His paternal grandfather, for whom he was 
named, was a native of Rhode Island, and fought 
for American independence in the War of the 
Revolution. At an early day he removed to 
Dutchess County, N. Y., where he followed farm- 
ing, which was bis principal occupation through 
life, ma 

In that county Platt Rogers, the father of our 
subject, was born. Upon a new farm he was reared 
to manhood and bore the hardships and trials in- 


cident to life in a newly settled country. He re- 
mained at home until twenty-five years of age, 


when he removed to Saratoga County, where he | 


spent the remainder of his life. He had learned 
the tailor’s trade when a young man, but followed 
farming during the greater part of his career and 


met with excellent success in his business, owing | 
He was a lifelong | 


to his industry and enterprise. 
Democrat and a good citizen. In Dutchess County 
he married Harriet Hall, whose death occurred in 


| 


are models of convenience. 


Saratoga County, in 1853, and he passed away | 


eight years later. Their family numbered seven 


children—Caroline, who died in New York City; | 
Philletta, who dicd in Burlington, lowa; Hezekiah, | 
a manufacturer of fertilizers in Delaware; Zophar, | 
of this sketch; Isaac, who went to California in an | 


early day and died in that State; Stephen, who 
became wealthy, also died in California; and Jem- 
ima is hving in that State. 

The boyhood days of our subject were spent in 
the usual manner of farmer lads. He assisted in 
the work of the farm during the summer season 
and when winter came attended the common 
schools of the neighborhood. His services were 
given to his father until twenty-three years of age 
when he bought a farm and began business for 
for himself, operating his land until his removal 
Wes 
united in marriage, about 1839, with Maria Rogers, 
a native of Dutchess County, born in 1819. 
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i: twenty acres of land i in ‘estes: Tg Upon 
this tract was an old house and a few other inferior 
improvements, but by the industry and enterprise 
of its owner it has been developed into one of the 
finest farms in the township and the improvements 
are such as would be expected to be seen on the 
farm of a progressive farmer. His residence is a 
fine brick dwelling and the barns and outbuildings 
He engages in general 
farming and is very successful in his undertakings. 

Mr. Rogers cast his first Presidential vote for 
Van Buren but is now independent in politics, 
supporting whom he regards as the best man and 
not taking into consideration party affiliations. 
His wife is a member of the Baptist Church and to 
its support he liberally contributes, being both gen- 
erousand benevolent. In former years he labored 
hard for the interests of his family and has succeeded 


| in surrounding them with all the comforts of life. 


His children were all provided with good educa- 
tional advantages and Manda, who possesses con- 


| siderable musical ability and has a fine voice, was 


given an excellent training in her art. Beginning 
at the lower round of life’s ladder, Mr, Rogers has 
steadily climbed upward to prosperity and affluence 


| and the competence which he acquired through his 
| own efforts now enables him to live a retired life. 


tward, but ere coming to Wisconsin he was | 


She | 


lived only six years after her marriage, dying on | 


the 20th of April, 1846. She left no children. 


Mr. Rogers was again married, in Saratoga | 


County, November 17, 1846, the lady, of his choice 
being Frances Ann McCourtie, a lady of Scotch 
descent, her father having been born in Scotland. 
They are the parents of cight children— Warren Z., 
who married Annie Nelson and is operating the 
home farm; Maria M., wife of Albert Fancher, of 
Mt. Pleasant; Harriet D., wife of Charles Scott, of 
Yorkville; Emma A., at home; Mary, wife of Wil- 


lard Elhe, of Minneapolis; Charles R., who wedded | 


Eliza Ehle and is employed in a machine shop at 
Kalamazoo, Mich.; Ella, at home; and Manda M., 
wife of Ellsworth McCoy, of Minneapolis. 

It was in 1855 that Mr. Rogers came with bis 
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rs HARLES H. THOMPSON, of Union Grove, 
G is the subject of this sketch. It is said by 

an eminent historian that the history of a 
country is best told by the lives of its people. 
This is true, especially when the subject be one who 
has been so prominent in public affairs as Mr. 
Thompson, the well and favorably known proprie- 
tor of the Commercial House. He is a native of 
the Empire State, his birth having occurred in 
Cayuga County, December 31, 1837. In the family 
to which he belongs there were eight children, of 
whom he was sixth in order of birth. His father, 
Joseph Thompson, was born in Massachusetts, 
April 28, 1796, and became a manufacturer of 
cloth. The family originally came from County 


family to Wisconsin and purchased three hundred | Currin, Ireland and was the possessor of a coat of 
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arms, which conelated o of a deer’ s — and shield. 
Upon a card at the death of Samuel Smith Thomp- 
son Esq. was printed the following: 


A tablet erected by the members of the First 
Congregation of Protestant Dissenters, in Belfast, 
as a record of their high esteem for the lamented 
Samuel Smith Thompson Esq., M. D., who was for 
fifty years a member of their society and who al- 


ways took a deep interest in its prosperity and | 
he de- | 


Christian usefulness. As a physician, 
servedly rose to the highest professional eminence 
and was looked to by all his brethren as their 
friend, their advisor and the zealous supporter of 
their home and their rights. In all his charities, 
he was generous, in all his principles liberal. 
Deeply impressed with religious feeling, his char- 
acter was marked by faithfulness and affection, in 


dor and by courtesy and gentleness to all. Born 


May 17, 1773 he died April 30, 1849. 
on the Thompson coat of arms was, “Honesty is 
Good Policy.” 


Massachusetts, was reared in New York. He mar- 
ried Hannah White, who was born in Vermont, 
September 1, 
eminent physician and surgeon. In 1848 they 
emigrated to Racine, making the trip on the Great 
Lakes to Chicago. ‘The vessel was to put in port 
at Racine but on account of astorm it was impos- 
sible and they had to land in Chicago, which was 
then a mere hamlet. Returning Northward to their 
destination, Mr. Thompson purchased eighty acres 
of land in Dover Township and from the raw 
prairie land began the development of a farm. 


carpet. 


crowned their efforts. In his political affiliations 
Mr. Thompson was first an old-line Whig and 
afterwards became a stanch supporter of Republi- 
can principles. He died on the 29th of June, 1882, 
and his wife who was a devoted member of the 
Methodist Church, of Union Grove, passed away 
on the 15th of February, 1874. 


Of their two sons and six daughters, Cordelia is 


now the wife of Fred White, a prominent citizen 


of Milwaukee; Minerva, widow of Azro Demmon, | 
resides in Kansas; Adolphus died at the age of | 
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The motto | 


| brated on the first day of the year 
The father of our subject, although a native of | 


1798, and was the daughter of an | 


ewenty-two; Margaret is the wife of the Rev. Jesse 
D. Sarles, of Sparta, Wis., who for a number of 
years has been Presiding Elder; Jane became the 
wife of Ransom Cross, a railroad employe, now 
deceased; Charles H. is the next younger; Harriet 
resides in Milwaukee; and Ann Fan Dacey is the 
wife of Clarke Merrill, a retired farmer of Pardee- 
ville, Wis. 

We now take up the history of our subject who 
is so widely known throughout Racine County. 
He came to Wisconsin when eleven years of age 
and with the leading interests of the community 
has since been prominently identified. His early 
boyhood days were spent in the usual manner of 


| farmer lads and he began his education in the old- 


his friendships by sincerity, in his opinions by can- | time 


school. As a helpmate in life’s journey, 
when twenty-four years of age he chose Miss 
Elizabeth St. George, and their wedding was cele- 
1861. Unto 
them have been born three daughters and a son, 
but the latter, Frank, who was the eldest, is now 
deceased; Minnie, Jessie and Nellie are all at 
home. 

Thompson cast his first Presidential vote 
for James Buchanan, and has always supported the 
Democratic party, in the success of which he is 
deeply interested. A number of times he has 
served as delegate to the county conventions and 
a number of official positions has he been called 
upon to fill, having been Treasurer of the School 
Board for a number of years, also School Director 


| and Postmaster, of Union Grove, to which posi- 
The first home of the family was a little frame | 
house and the inside doors consisted of pieces of | 
The family experienced many cf the trials | 
and hardships of pioneer life, but success atlength | 


tion he was appointed under President Cleveland, 
holding the office four years, and Mrs. Thompson 
acted as hisdeputy. In the fall of 1888 he was 
the Democratic nominee for Sheriff and made 
an excellent canvass, being defeated by only 
sixty-three votes in a county which hasa good 
Republican majority. This fact attests his popu- 
larity among all classes. He had already served 
as Deputy Sheriff and had his party been strong 
enough to elect him, we know that he would have 
filled the office of Sheriff with credit to himself 
and constituents. Socially, he 1s a member of the 
Masonic fraternity and a Modern Woodman, of 
Union Grove. The genial, gentlemanly proprie- 
tor of the Commerciai House, Mr. Thompson has 


made many friends during his intercourse with the 
public, and his hotel has won a justly deserved 
reputation for merit. The comfort of the guests 
is never neglected, but with praiseworthy care he 
looks after their interest and has thereby won a 
liberal patronage. He and his family are held in 


high esteem and their social standing is among the | 


best. 


4 as TEE H. PUGH, Racine, dealer in coal, 
W wood and hay, has the honor of claiming 

\ N that city as his birth-place. He was born 
on the 2d of June, 1854, and is a son of James 
and Janette (Hughes) Pugh, the former a native 
of Merionetshire, Wales, and the latter of Duffrin, 
Wales. (See sketch of James Pugh on another 
page of this work, prepared by T. L. Williams, of 
Racine.) 

William H. Pugh is now recognized as one of 
the leading business men of Racine. His educa- 
tion was received in the Racine High School, and 
in July, 1873, his business career may be said to 
have begun. Atthat time he commenced clerking 
for I. M. Hill, a dealer in wood and coal, who with 
Capt. Knapp, established the first coal yard in the 
city. In 1881, J. L. Wheat became a partner of 
Mr. Hill, and the firm then was changed to I. M. 
Hill & Co. On the 23d df January, 1882, Mr. 
Pugh purchased the interest of Mr. Hill and the 
firm took the title of Wheat & Pugh, under which 
name business was carried on until the 2d of April, 
1887, when Mr. Pugh became sole proprietor. He 
has now an extensive yard, covering nine lots and 
a street, and gives steady employment to an aver- 
age of fifteen hands. He is also interested in a 
manufacturing enterprise, being vice-president and 
a director in the Racine Malleable Iron Works. He 
is owner of the schooner “Relle,’’ and also owns 
and operates a hay press. 

On the 16th of June, 1886, Mr. Pugh and Miss 
Charlotte Jones were married in Racine. The lady 
was born near Waukesha, Wis., and their union 
has been blessed with three children, although ore 
has been called away. The living are William H. 


15 
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and Avarina Jeannette. Mrs. Pugh is a member of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church and Mr. Pugh is 
idontified with the Odd Fellows fraternity and the 
Royal Arcanum. In his political affiliations he is 
a Republican and is now serving his first term in 
the City Council as a member from the Third 
Ward, As will have been seen his business inter- 
ests are quite extensive and he ranks high in busi- 
ness circles as one of the enterprising young men 
of Racine. By close attention to details, and well- 
directed efforts, he has become establishcd on a firm 
financial basis and the prosperity which he has won 
is justly merited. He may well be said to bea 
self-made man, for all that he has has been secured 
by his own efforts. 


mt MEE 


V ACINE COLLEGE. This institution was 
founded under the auspices of the Protest- 
ant Episcopal Church in the United States 
WO) and is situated on the west shore of Lake 
Michigan within the corporate limits of the city of 
Racine. It has been in existence since 1852. 
The question of an Episcopal College first arose in 
the convention of the church assembled in Milwau- 
kee in 1851, with the venerated Bishop Kemper at 
its head. Gen. Philo White, in a letter which is 
recorded in the minutes of the trustees, claims for 
himself and the Rev. Dr. Cole, president of the 
Nashotah House, the sponsorship of the idea. Dr. 
Elias Smith and Moses M. Strong were active and 
influential in securing its location at Racine. 

The site for the college was donated by Charles 
S. and Truman G. Wright, brothers, and pioneer 
settlers of Racine, and it possessed all the advan- 
tages required. The tract selected contained ten 
acres, Which included a grove of forest trees on the 
lake shore and a section of prairie adjacent. The 
site is elevated some seventf-five feet above the 
level of the lake and the soil is sandy. The situa- 
tion is one that admits of thorough drainage, pure 
air and all the requirements of good health. Sub- 
scriptions to the amount of #10,000 were secured 
and a charter was granted by the legislature on 
the 3d of March, 1852. The names of the corpo- 
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rators, as given in the charter, are as follows: Ros- 
well Park, Elias Smith, Isaac Taylor, Philo White, 
Isaac J. Ullman, Matthew B. Mead, Nelson Pendle- 
ton, Marshall M. Strong, Joseph II. Nichols, Jack- 


son Kemper, Benjamin Ackerly, Thomas J. Ruger, 


William Adams, Eleazer L. Greenleaf, J. Bodwell, 
Doe and Azell D. Cole and it was provided that 
they should choose their own associates and suc- 
ecssors. 

The corner-stone of the first building was laid 
on the 5th of May following and at a subsequent 
meeting, the building, in course of crection, 
was named Park Hall in honor of Rey. Roswell 
Park, D. D., who was unanimously elected to the 
presidency of the institution and of its board of 
trustees about the Ist of November of that year. 
On the 15th of the same month, Dr. Park opened 
the school with nine scholars in a hired room on 
the chartered name of Racine College. On the 
14th of September, 1853, Park Hall was finished 
and within its walls the second collegiate year was 
entered upon. The edifice is built of pale brick 
in Gothic style, is one hundred and twenty feet 
long and thirty-four feet wide and conveniently 
arranged for use. Besides the preparatory de- 
partment of Racine College opened to younger 
scholars, the first catalogue ennumerated 
courses of study, according to the aims and re- 
sources of the student. The full course designed 
for those who wish to enter the learned profes- 
sions or at least to pursue an extended course of 
study, will be conformed to the ordinary standard 
of American colleges. The shorter course is de- 
signed for those students who wish to obtain a 
superior education and then to engage in business 
pursuits. As to the denominational character of 
the school, it was Prostestant Episcopal and Article 
3 of the resolutions adopted by the Board of Trus- 
tees at a meeting held in November, 1852, reads as 
follows: 

“ That the president of the college and the ma- 


two 


jority of the faculty shall be communicants or | 


members of the Protestant Episcopal Church.”’ 
The policy of the coliege was extremely liberal 
in the conduct of its affairs. “Divine service is 
performed every Sunday in the college chapel.” 
The school prospered and in his fifth annual cata- 
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logue, Dr. Park was enabled to report a library of 
fourteen hundred volumes, a valuable cabinet of 
minerals and curiosities, a respectable amount of 
philosophical apparatus and a building with its sur- 
roundings and fixtures worth $15,000 and the in- 
stitution nearly free from debt, a gratifying result, 
In the spring of 1857, the institution had out- 
grown its quarters and the citizens of Racine again 
came to the front with liberal hand, subscribing 
$12,000 with which a second college building ex- 
actly like the first, was ereeted. ‘The building is 
located about two hundred and forty feet south of 
Park Hall and with it fronts the Lake Shore road. 

To the citizens of Racine generally, the college 
owes a great debt of gratitude, not only for liberal 
contributions but for an abiding interest in its af- 
fairs, without which it could not have existed. 
Any attempt at giving names of those most enti- 
tled to praise would necessarily seem invidious, 
but to Dr. Park all accord the fullest credit as the 
leader and successful manager whose whole aim 
was to make the school a success regardless of pe- 
cuniary reward. In closing one of his reports af- 
ler summing up his balance sheet for the year he 


| adds “ leaving for president’s salary $7.’’ He toiled 
| on until the management was transferred to other 


hands, with one building complete, another nearly 


| so, no debt incurred and a property worth 830. 


000. Hence he is most justly entitled to the 
legend on his tomb beneath the chancel window 
of the chapel—* Rev. Roswell Park, D. D., the 
founder and first president of Racine College.’’ 
The second stage in the history of Racine Col- 
lege opens in the autumn of 1859 under the ad- 
ministration of Rev. James De Koven of St. John’s 
Hall of Delafield, Wis. The last named institution, 
an Episcopal training school, was consolidated with 
Racine College, through which arrangement Dr. 
De Koven was made president and warden of Ra- 
cine College, Dr. Park having resigned with that 
end in view. The union being consummated, the 
second building was soon completed and in honor 


| of Bishop Kemper was named Kemper Hall. On 


the 5th of October, 1859, Racine College entered 
upon the work of its second stage in two di- 
visions, a grammar school and a college proper. 
By the consent of all, the institution was now defi- 
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nitely proclaimed to be a church institution not | energy, ability and honesty and was eminently 


only in name but in fact. In the first register pub- 
lished afterwards, it was declared “that the object 
of the institution was to educate the youth placed 
in it through the Church of the living God and in 
the principles of the Catholic faith as held by the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States, 
and with an especial view, moreover, to the pre- 
paring for the study of theology, those intending 
to become clergymen.” The English system of 
management was inaugurated by Dr. De Koven 
and radical changes were effected in the system 
of conducting the college. 

On the 13th of January, 1864, the college met 
with its first calamity by fire. Park Hall, with the 
exception of one wing, was burned to the ground. 
In this conflagration nearly all the library, togeth- 
er with the cabinet and philosophical apparatus 
which had been gathered by the arduous labors of 
Dr. Park, was lost, also the neat upper room chap- 
el. In spite of the calamity but one day was lost 
from regular class work. Through the aid of 
friends in and out of Racine and the insurance, 
the burned building was restored by the following 
autumn and a new chapel built. The cost of the 
latter, a separate building, including organ, was 
$18,000. Another important event in the year 
was the enlarging of the college domain from ten 
to ninety acres, The death of Isaac Taylor and 
wife brought a bequest amounting to 865,000 to 
the college and $30,000 of the amount was ex- 
pended in erecting Taylor Hall, the most imposing 
building of the group. On the 22d of June, 
the building was finished and before the following 
Christmas was occupied. A second fire, which oc- 
curred in 1875, swept away Taylor Hall, which con- 
tuined the library, labratory, lecture rooms and the 
rooms of nearly fifty students. By the use of 
$15,000 insurance and liberal donations, Taylor 
Hall was restored in a more commodious shape than 
before and a separate building for a permanent 
gymnasium and labratory was erected. The last 
named building is 100 x 30 feet with Gothic roof 
and is well furnished. 

Dr. De Koven continued at the head of the col- 
lege until his sudden death, which occurred in 
March, 1879. His administration was marked by 


successful. He was succeeded by Dr. Stevens 
Parker, who served two years, when Dr. Albert Z. 
Gray became warden. His term of office expired 
in 1888, Bishop McLaren, of Chicago Diocese, 
then assumed charge of the college for six months 
when Dr. Arthur Piper, Rector of St. Luke's 
Church, who had been identified with the institu- 
tion as student, teacher and trustee for twenty- 
eight years, was induced to accept the wardenship 
which he did in September, 1889. Dr. Piper has 
now been at the head of the institution for two 
years and for that period the school has paid all 
current expenses besides some arrearages due from 
the year previous to his coming in. The school is 
in athorough working condition and takes the best 
of care of its students, physically, mentally and 
morally and prepares them to enter higher colleges 
of the country. Its present condition is such as to 
justify its friends in expecting it to prosper from 
this on. Thousands of students have frequented its 
halls, many of whom are now among the promi- 
nent men of the country. 


YEV. ARTHUR PIPER, D. D., pastor of St, 
* Luke’s Episcopal Church of Racine and 
\ warden of Racine College, was born in 
> London, England on the 2d of July, 1845, 
and is a son of Austen and Sarah (Biggs) Piper, 
natives of England. When twelve ycars of age 
the subject of this sketch crossed the Atlantic with 
his parents and became a resident of America. He 
settled in Cleveland, Ohio, where the family still 
resides, 

After attending school in Cleveland two years, 
Arthur Piper came to Racine, reaching this city on 
the 27th of September, 1860, and entered Racine 
College in the second year of Dr. De Koven's war- 
denship. He passed through the grammar school, 
took a classical course at the college and was grad- 
uated in 1867, following which he entered Nasho- 
tah Theological Seminary, of Nashotah, Wis., 
where he took a three years’ course and was or- 
dained in 1870, as a clergyman of the Protestant 


A 


pci 


Bpwoopal Church of America. 
six months were spent in Milwaukee with Bishop 
Armitage in cathedral work. In September, 1870, 
Rev. Mr. Piper came to Racine College and filled 


The succeeding | 


the head-master’s position for six months, when he | 


was assigned to the head of Park Hall. 
did much missionary work in the vicinity of Ra- 


cine and was rector of the Immanuel Church in | 
On the 2d of July, 1875, he became rec- | 


the city. 
tor of St. Luke’s Church of Racine, which position 
he has since filled wtth the exception of an inter- 


val of three years. Soon after Dr. Gray's death he | 


was chosen a member of the Board of Trustees and 


gree of S. T. D. in 1889 and has been actively em- 
ployed in church work for more than twenty-two 
consecutive years. He has been identified with 


Racine College as student, teacher and warden for | 
twenty-eight years and is the oldest representative | 


of its faculty now connected with it. 
Amelia Piper, sister of the Doctor, was one of 


the first teachers at the Taylor Orphan Asylum | 


and held the position of matron of that institution 


for fourteen years, proving faithful and compe- 


tent in the discharge of her duties. 

It was under very unfavorable circumstances 
that Dr. Piper entered upon the duties of Warden 
of Racine College, but his prompt, careful and 
business-like methods, have tended to inspire coh- 
fidence and the marked improvement in the insti- 
tution since he assumed charge, attests his ability 
and fidelity. 
school is his most earnest care and commands his 
best energies. Dr. Piper is an earnest, capable man 
possessed of good executive ability and a broad 
spirit of generosity that is only limited in its field 
by the extent of his resources. 


$e SES? 


The welfare and success of the | also of Kenosha County. 


Ile also | 
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follows: Ile was born in Paris, Oneida County, 
N. V., on the 11th of June, 1809, and spent the 
days of his boyhood and youth in the usual man- 
ner of farmer lads. Onreaching yearsof maturity 
he was united in marriage with Miss Charry Hale, 
and in 1840, they emigrated Westward, taking up 
their residence in what is now Kenosha County 
but was then a part of Racine County. Locating 
in Bristol Township, Mr. Burritt developed and im- 


| proved a farm, upon which he lived for many 


years. At length he sold out and removed to 


Keuosha, where, living a retired life, he spent the 


| remainder of his days among pleasant acquaintances 
became warden in 1889. Dr. Piper received the de- | 


andin the enjoyment of a competence, which he 


| had obtained as the reward of his own labors. 


Seen after removing to the city, his wife died 


and on the 19th of August, 1866, Mr. Burritt was 


joined in wedlock with Mrs. Nancy A. Townsend, 
nee Colby. The lady is a native of Bradford, 


Orange County, Vt., and a daughter of Levi and 


OODWIN BURRITT, deceased, was one of | 


the early settlers and successful farmers of 
Kenosha County. A boy in limited circum- 
stances, he arose by industry, economy and cease- 
less activity toa place among the substantial agri- 
culturists of this county. His life record is as 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Nancy (Wilson) Colby, who were born respectively 
in Vermont and Massachusetts. Her mother died 
in Boston, after which Mr. Colby came to Kenosha 
County, Wis., about 1857, and. settled in Salem 
Township, where he made his home for some time. 
Iie was a pensioner of the War of 1812. and not- 
withstanding the hardships endured in that struggle 
he lived to be eighty-nine years of age. Of the 
six children of the Colby family, numbering four 
sons and two daughters, only two are now living, 
Mrs. Burritt of this sketch and Mrs. A. H. Smith, 


Mrs. Burritt was a maiden of nine summers when 
her parents removed from New Hampshire to Bos- 
ton, Mass., and in that city she acquired her edu- 
cation. There, too, she married Reuben Townsend, 
on the 2d of November, 1846, and immediately 
thereafter they removed to Newport, N. Y., where 
Mr. Townsend established himself as a daguerrean 
artist. When the war broke out, he enlisted with 
the boys in blue, serving nearly three years, when 
he was taken sick and while being brought home- 
ward, died. The place of his burial is unknown. 
He was a member of the Odd Fellows society. Soon 


| after his death, Mrs. Townsend came to Kenosha, 


Wis., and some two years later married Mr. Burritt 
as above stated. She attends the Congregational 


Church, as did leo der asd. Her wee 
on Prairie Avenue is one of the most homelike in 
the city and is situated in the midst of a large and 
well kept lawn which slopes from the house in 
every direction. She has many friends through- 
out this community and is held in high esteem by 
all who know her. 

In his financial undertakings Mr. Burritt was 
very successful; farsighted and cautious, he seldom 
made a bad deal. He was ever known as a man 
whose word could be implicitly relied upon. In 
politics he was a Republican, but never an office- 
seeker. He was called to his final rest April 30, 
1886, having resided in the county for forty-six 
years. All honor to the pioneers whose labors and 
privations have made it possible for their children 
to enjoy the fruits of an advanced civilization. 


vun A 


ON. JOSHUA ERIC DODGE, who is en- 
gaged in the practice of law in Racine, is a 
native of the old Bay State, his birth hav- 

ing occurred in West Cambridge, now Ar- 
lington, Middlesex County, October 25, 1854. He 
is descended from English ancestors on both the 
paternal and maternal sides. About 1650, Richard 
Dodge braved the dangers of an ocean voyage to 
make a home in the New World, and on leaving 
his English home, settled in Essex County, Mass., 
whence his descendants scattered, the branch of 
the family to which our subject belongs, having re- 


tion. 
Dodge, a native of Massachusetts, wedded Miss 
Mary F. Herrick, a Massachusetts lady whose fore- 
fathers came from England about the same time 


Richard Dodge did, and like him, took up their | 


abode in Essex County. Though immediately from 
England, the Herrick family is of Danish origin. 
Mary Herrick’s mother was a Prescott from the 
same stock to which the historian belongs. About 
1834 Joshua G. Dodge, Sr., emigrated Westward 
to Henry County, III., entered land from the Gov- 


ernment near Kewanee, where he farmed some fif- | fessional gentleman. 
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teen years, when - N to np old Bay State, 
married as above stated and embarked in trade. 
He and his wife are now living in Arlington, Mass., 
at the age of seventy-nine and sixty-four years re- 
spectively. Mr. Dodge, Sr., has lived to see and 
take part in the great political questions of this 
country. Heearly identified himself with the anti- 
slavery movement, and after the final abolition of 
slavery, affiliated with the Republican party until 
Greeley’s race for the Presidency, since which time 


| he has been a Democrat. 


The children of the above family now number 
but three, the eidest of whom is Joshua E.; Mrs. 
William Cumston resides in Boston; and David H. 
is pursuing a course of civil engineering in that 
city. Hon. J. E. Dodge received his early mental 
training in the public schools, which he supple- 
mented by a course in the Iowa College, of Grin- 
nell, Iowa; from which he was graduated in the 
Class of '75. Having determined to engage in the 
practice of the profession, he read law under Ben 
jamin Dean and Josiah G. Abbott, and then en- 
tered the law department of the Boston University, 
graduating in 1877. The next year witnessed his 
arrival in Racine, where he has practiced his pro- 
fession continuously since, and with excellent suc- 
cess, winning a reputation as a lawyer, surpassed 
by few in the State. 

In political affairs Mr. Dodge has taken an active 
interest and prominent part since the time when 
he cast his first vote for Samuel J. Tilden. He has 
been County Chairman of the Democracy, a dele- 
gate to the National Democratic Convention of 


| 1888, and is now a member of the Democratic State 
mained in Essex County until the present genera- 


The father of our subject, Joshua Giddings | 


Central Committee. In 1890 Mr. Dodge was put 
forth as the Democratic nominee for the Legisla- 
ture. Four candidates were in the field: Elias N. 
White, Republican; A. B. Hays, Union Labor; J. 
S. Blake. Prohibitionist. Notwithstanding his dis- 
trict gave six hundred and fifty Republican ma- 
jority two years before, he was elected by seven 
hundred and forty. In the spring of 1890 he was 
strongly recommended by the Racine and Kenosha 
bar for the Circuit Judgeship, and was afforded the 


| appointment but declined to honor. 


Mr. Dodge is a man of affairs as well as a pro- 
Since the organization of 


342 
the Union National Bank he has been a Director, 
and is President of the Business Men's Association 
of Racine. Though quite a young man, it is gen- 
erally conceded that Mr. Dodge stands at the head 
of the Racine bar, a place he has won by his ability 
and well directed efforts. 


> DEIA 


ZO URDIN GILLETT, Justice of the Peace and 

(y one of the early settlers of Kenosha County, 

<A now living in the city of Kenosha, is a na- 
tive of the Empire State. His birth occurred in 
Madison County, on the 7th of February, 1811, he 
being a son of Joel and Esther (Hurlbut) Gillett, 
natives of Connecticut. They were both born near 
Hartford, where they were married and lived until 
their removal to Madison County, N. Y. About 
the close of the War of 1812 they became residents 
of Cayuga County, where Mr. Gillett was a sub- 
stantial farmer. He and his wife both died in that 
county, his death occurring at the age of sev- 
enty-four years, while Mrs. Gillett passed away 
at the age of sixty-nine. 

In their family were five children who grew to 
mature years, but our subject is the only one now 
living. He was educated in the district schools, 
prepared himself for teaching and followed that 
calling both in New York and after coming to this 
county. He was also one of the inspectors of schools 
in his native State. Ere leaving the East he was 
married in Cayuga County, on the 2d of August, 
1835, to Miss Susan Atwater, who was born in 
that county, September 8, 1810. Her father, John 
Atwater, was a soldier in the Revolutionary War. 

The year 1848 witnessed the arrival of Mr. Gil- 


lett in Kenosha County, and saw him located ona | 


farm in Wheatland Township, where he made his 
home until 1853, when he removed to Kenosha, 
becoming one of its influential citizens. From 
1854 until 1858, he was Registrar of Deeds and 
again served in that position from 1860 until 1862. 
While in Wheatland Township he served as town 
Superintendent of Schools, was a member of the 


County Board of Supervisors and Justice of the | 


Peace, all at the same time. He also carried on 
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farming, and in connection engaged in school 
teaching, In 1871 he was chosen Justice of the 
Peace of Kenosha and with the exception of two 
terms has held the office continuously since. He 
has several times been elected Alderman and was 
School Commissioner and Assessor. In his polit- 
ical affiliations Mr. Gillett was a Whig until the 
rise of the Republican party, which he then sup- 
ported until Greeley’s race for the Presidency, 
since which time he has voted the Democratic 
ticket. His wife isa member of the Congregational 
Church. 

Unto this worthy couple have been born seven 
children, but only three are living at this writing 
in 1892: Lucy A., at home; Anna employed as a 
teacher in the schools of Chicago, and John. Mr. 
Gillett and his wife, although they have passed the 
age of four-score years, are still enjoying good 
health and are well preserved. In all his official 
life he has discharged his duties impartially and 
has won thereby the highest approval of his fel- 
low-citizens. ‘Those who know him, and his circle 
of acquaintances is not a limited one, regard him 
as a man of sterling worth and esteem him highly. 


ZF EORGE ZIRBES, President of the Stecher, 
fi 

( , Weber & Huetten Manufacturing Company 
J of Racine, one of the leading industries of 
the city, claims the bonor of being a native of 
Racine, where he was born on the 15th of October, 


1848, his parents being Philip and Elizabeth 


(Schmitz) Zirbes. His education was partially ac- 
quired in the parochial school of his church and 
partly in the public schools of Racine. He served 
a regular apprenticeship to the carpenter's trade, 
beginning when seventeen years of age and soon 


| after becoming a journeyman carpenter and joiner 


he engaged in contracting and building. In the 


| spring of 1871 he went to Chicago and followed 


his chosen line of work. The great fire which swept 
over that city in October, 1871, caused a great de- 
mand for builders and he engaged in contract 
work, continuing there until 1876 when he returned 
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business. In 1881,selling out, he resumed work as 
a contractor and builder and among the public 
buildings erected by him are three churches and 
two schoolhouses. He built St. Mary's Catholic 
Church, the Church of the Holy Name, the chapel 
at St. Catherine’s Academy and the additions to St. 
Joseph's Church. He also built the Stecher, Weber 
& Huetten factory and many other buildings of 
importance stand as monuments to his thrift and 
enterprise. 

In May 1890, Mr. Zirbes bought into the business 
of which he is now President. This company was 
organized and the factory built by the gentleman 
whose name appears in this title. The company 
manufactures. sash, doors, blinds, ofice fixtures and 
general finishing work for builder’s use, and their 
industiy has become one of the most important in 
the city. On an average from thirty-five to forty 
men are employed and a prosperous business is 
being done. 

In the village of Waterford, Racine County, on 
the 16th of November, 1871, Mr. Zirbes was united 


in marriage with Miss Catherine Kaiser, daughter 


of John and Margaret Kaiser. She was born near 
Treves, Germany, and came to the America with 
her parents when six years of age. Their union 
has been blessed with eleven children, eight sons 
and three daughters, a3 follows: Margaret, John 
Peter, George Jr., Susan, Philip M., Frank, Louis 
N., Joseph H., Albert G., Mary and Edward M. 
The children are all at home and as they attain 
sufficient age are provided with good educational 
advantages. ‘The family is one widely and favor- 
ably known in this community, the parents ranking 
high in the social circle in which they move. 

In political sentiment Mr. Zirbes is a Democrat 
and has served one year as Supervisor on the Ra- 
cine County Board. He is now serving his second 
year as Alderman for the Sixth Ward. He and his 


family are members of the St. Mary’s Roman Cath- | 


ohe Church, of Racine, of which Mr. Zirbes has 
been Secretary eight years and is now Treasurer, 
being also a member of the Board of Trustees. He 


was one of the founders of the German Catholic | 


Young Men's Asssociation has been prominently 


and favorably known as an industrious, enterpris- 
ing and honorable man. He is influential in his 
church and in his municipal affairs, and as an Al- 
derman has made a clean record, proving a useful 
member of the Common Council. 


Pam H. NIMS and his sister, Mrs. 
ES Everett, are the oldest living settlers of 
J — Burlington nor have many been longer 
residents of Racine County than they. By an 
eminent English writer it is said ‘That the history 
of a country is best told in the lives of its people,’’ 
so that in compiling the history of Racine and 
Kenosha Counties we gladly insert the sketch of 
Mr. Nims, who is one of the most prominent cit- 
izens of Burlington. 

Mr. Nims was born near Erie, Pa., August 29, 
1829. His sister, Lucinda A., whois his senior, 
became the wife of William G. Everett, a carpen- 
ter and joiner, who was once Sheriff of Racine 
County, now deceased. His father, Reuel Nims, 
was born in Deerfield, Mass., December 6, 1783, 
and died February 14, 1882, at the advanced age 
of ninety-eight years. His second wife, the mother 
of our subject, was in her maidenhood Lucinda $. 
Strong. She was born in New York, June 2, 1808, 
their marriage was celebrated on the 20th of April, 
1824, and she died Mareh 1, 1878, at the age of 
seventy-five. Mr. Nims was a carpenter and 
joiner by trade but during his life engaged in var- 
ious other pursuits. In his youth he remembers 
seeing Gen. Washington at several different times. 
Mr. Nims served as a teamster in the War of 1812, 


and during the greater part his life was a supporter 


of the Democratic party. Emigrating Westward 
at an early day, he became the first hotel keeper of 
Burlington, Wis. Having removed from New 
York to Pennsylvania, in 1833, he went with his 
family to’ Michigan and in the autumn of the same 
year located in Chicago at a time when only a few 


| cabins marked the site of the present populous 
identified with it from the start and has held the | 


city. It was at the time when the “prairie 
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schooner”” almost mired where are now some of its 
most magnificent buildings and during his 
dence there a fire broke out and the “bucket bri- 
gade’’ was called into action. 
our subject, took a trip to Indiana, and on his re- 


resi- 


turn removed his family to Kenosha, then South- | 
He purchased a claim of eighty acres | 
laying between the city and the Chicago & North- | 
western depot and afterward sold it for a span of | 


port, Wis. 


horses. The Winnebago Indians were still quite 
numerous in the neighborhood and were often 
seen passing by on a hunting expedition along the 
Fox River. The prairie fires of those early days 
struck terror to the hearts of the pioneer; wild an- 


imals were numerous and all kinds of wild game | 


was pientiful. 

On the 10th of January,1837,the Nims family lo- 
cated on the present site of Burlington. The ground 
was covered with two feet of snow and the only 
house in the place was a log cabin 12x14 feet with 
a mud and stick chimney and a shock roof, but 
as this did not completely cover the building, an 
Indian blanket was spread over the remaining ap- 
erture. The floor was of dirt except one portion 
which had been covered with shocks. The prim- 
itive structure we have described is still standing, 
one of the few landmarks of pioneer days that yet 
remain to indicate the great progress which has 
been carried forward by the settlers. 
of our subject passed away many years ago. The 
remains of the father were interred in Ford, Ohio, 
and the cemetery of Brown's Lake, Wis., is the last 
resting place of the mother. 

With his family Franklin II. Nims shared in the 
experiences and the hardships of pioneer life. His 


educational advantages were necessarily limited, | 


but he was ambitious to learn and made the most 
of his opportunities, becoming a teacher when 
only fourteen years old. Shortly afterward he 
went to Waterford and worked in the woolen 
mills at that place a few months when he returned 
to Burlington and worked in the mill here until 
twenty-four years of age. 
many youths, he had caught the gold fever and 
wished to seek his fortune in the mines but re- 


linquished the idea at the early solicitation of his | 


aged mother. He spent one year in New York as 


Mr. Nims, father of | 


| city. 
company at an increased salary from year to year, 


The parents | 


In the meantime, like | 
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twenty-four began to learn the trade of a carpen- 
ter and joiner, which he followed continuously 
until within recent years. 

When a young man of twenty-seven Mr. Nims 
was united in marriage on the 6th of October, 
1855, with Miss Mary Meadows, anative of Eng- 
land, and unto them were born four children. Eu- 
gene L., the eldest, although residing in Burlington, 
carries on business in Chicago as an clectrician. 
He isa wide-awake and enterprising young man 
and one who has travelled extensively, having 
not only visited all parts of this country, but also 
spent some time in France and England. In pol- 
itics he is a Republican and is a member of the 
Plymouth Congregational Church. Ida Lillian, 
who was educated in the schools of Burlington, is 
the wife of George K. Dean, of Milwaukee, one of 
the buyers for the John Pritzlaff Hardware Com- 
pany, one of the most extensive interests in that 
He has been retained in the employ of the 


a fact which speaks well for his efficiency and 
faithfulness. Ella, who was graduated from the 
High School of Burlington, is the wife of F. H, 
McAdow, a stockholder in and secretary and treas- 
urer of the Staver, Abbott Buggy Company of 
Chicago. Franklin L. died at the age of five years, 
eight months and ten days. In 1876 Mr. Nims 
was called upon to mourn the loss of his wife who 
died on the 8th of July, and was buried in Bur- 
lington Cemetery. In her early life she had been a 
Methodist, but later united with the Congrega- 
tional Church. Mr. Nims was a second time mar- 
ried March 28, 1878, his second union being with 
Mrs. Julia L. (Spoor) Thompson. She was also a 
member of the Congregational Church and a life 
member of several benevolent organizations, For 
her many acts of kindness and charity she was 
greatly beloved and her death, which occurred 
September 4, 1891, was deeply mourned by many 
friends. 

Mr. Nims served as one of the delegates to Mad- 
ison and aided in the organization of the Repub- 
lican party in Wisconsin. To it he gave his sup- 
port for many years, but of late has affiliated 
with the Prohibition party, using his influence in 


member of the Temple of Honor and is now serv- | 


ing as Temple Deputy. In therMethodist Church 
he was reared and continued his connection with 
it for some time, but since the organization of the 
Congregational Church in Burlington, some thirty- 
five years ago, he has been one of its faithful mem- 
bers. As before stated, none have so long resided 
in Burlington as Mr. Nims, who has been identi- 
fled with its growth and progress from the begin- 
ning. The part which he has taken in its upbuild- 
ing entitles him to the regard of all of its citizens, 
did not his own upright life secure him the re- 
spect and confidence of all with whom he comes in 
contact. 


known citizens of Kenosha, was born on 
the 10th of March, 1833, in Menken, Bava- 
ria, his parents being Michael and Kunegunda 
(Kraus) Kupfer. In 1843 the father, mother and 
two sons came to the United States, reaching New 
York after a voyage of forty-two days. They lo- 
cated in Toledo, Ohio, but the following year re- 
moved to Milwaukee, Wis. The father was a 
butcher by trade, and followed that pursuit in his 
native land, but after coming to America engaged 
in farming. He purchased a farm near Hartford, 
Washington County, Wis., where he died at the 
age of sixty-four years. His wife had been called 
to her final rest soon after they came to this State. 
Both were members of the Catholic Church, and in 
their family were three chiidren: Anna, who is 
now living on the old homestead; John B., of this 
sketch; and Andrew, a baker of Racine. 
Our subject had good educational advantages in 
the land of his nativity, but after coming to this 
country, attended school only sixty days, during 


OHN B. KUPFER, who is engaged in the 
| bakery business, and is one of the well 
2 


which time he learned so rapidly that he was ad- 
Until 1850 he re- 


vanced to the fourth reader. 
mained under the parental roof, but not desiring 
to make farm labor his life work, he then came to 
Kenosha and learned the baker’s trade with Har- 


` 
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year. He then returned home and attended school 
for the length of time before mentioned, after 
which he worked at his trade in Racine and Chi- 
cago until 1854, when he again came to Kenosha, 
and engaged with Joseph Vale, working in the 
same room where he now does business for himself. 

In May, 1854, Mr. Kupfer led to the marriage 
altar Adelaide Bostetter, a native of Strausburg, 
Germany, who in her maidenhood came with her 
parents to America, the family settling in Kenosha. 
Six children have been born unto them: Charles 


A., who is now engaged in the bakery business in 


Lincoln, III.; William, who is in partnership with 
his father; Harry, one of the leading livery men 


| of Kenosha; John C., also a partner of his father; 


Rosa, wife of E. J. English, of Kenosha; and Caro- 


| line, wife of W. J. Dever, a resident of Milwaukee. 


In 1855 Mr. Kupfer removed to his father’s 
farm, which he operated successfully for four years, 
when in 1859 he again returned to Kenosha, Ile 
purchased a baker shop, but it was burned the fol- 
lowing year, and he had no insurance upon it. 
The city made up a purse of #600 to be distributed 
among the sufferers of that fire, and of that sum 
Mr. Kupfer received $50. Renting a store, he then 
began anew. In 1862 he bought out Mr. Vale, his 
former employer, and has since carried on the busi- 
ness in the line of his trade. On embarking in that 
enterprise, his yearly sales amounted to about 
25,000, but have now reached the sum of about 
$10,000 aunually. In 1885, he admitted two sons 
to partnership, and business is now carried on un- 
der the firm name of J. B. Kupfer & Sons. Three 


Fears later the Kupfer Cracker Company was or- 


ganized with J. B. Kupfer as President, and J. C. 
Kupfer as Secretary and Treasurer. Our subject is 
a man of excellent business ability, sagacious and 
enterprising, and his success is well merited. 

In politics Mr. Kupfer is a Democrat, and has 
served as Alderman for two or three terms. He 
was also School Commissioner one term; Mayor of 
Kenosha one term; and has been a member of the 
County Board of Supervisors for seven years, serv- 
ing now as its Chairman, The dutiesof each office 
he has discharged with promptness and fidelity, 


and he proved one of the most popular Mayors 
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Kenosha ever had. Both he and his wife are mem- 
bers of the German Catholic Church. For forty- 
one years he has made Kenosha his home, and 
stands high ın the estimation of the people of this 
city. He is now in comfortable circumstances and 
may well be termed a self-made man for his success 
in life is all due to his own efforts. 


Yorkville Township, residing in Ives 
Grove, and the owner of a tract of two hun- 
hundred acres of land, is classed among the sub- 
stantial and representative citizens of the commu- 
nity. He has become widely and favorably known 
through his business relations and also in his social 
intercourse, and his sketch will therefore be read 
with interest by many. 

Mr. Thomas was born in the Green Mountain 
State, in Addison County, May 8, 1838, and is the 
second in a family of ten children. His father, Ju- 
lius C. Thomas, was born in Vermont in October, 
1801,and wasa farmer and speculator in stock. His 
father served in the War of 1812. Julius Thomas 
was quite successful in his business career and be- 
came quite a prominent and influential man in his 
native town. He was called upon to fill a number 
of positions of honor and trust and in other ways 
was identified with the public interest. In politics 
he was first a Whig and then a Republican, and in 
religious belief he was a Congregationalist. He 
wedded Mary Hull, also a native of Vermont, and 
unto them were born the following children: 
Charles, now deceased: Ervin, of this sketch; Julia, 
wife of Charles Sanford, who is engaged in farm- 
ing and breeding fine sheep in Vermont; Sidney, 
deceased; Henry, who died from exposure in the 


> RVIN THOMAS, the efficient Supervisor of 
= 
E 


the Green Mountain State; Kate, who resides on 
the old homestead; Fred, now deceased; George, 
who is married and follows farming in the neigh- 


mont at the age of eighty years. 

In the usual manner of farmer lads our subject 
spent the days of his boyhood and youth, and the 
ocupation to which he was reared he has made his 
iife work. His early education. was supplemented 
by a course in an academy in his native State and 
the question of public schools has always been one 
of interest to him. As he grew older he demon- 
strated this by his efforts for the promotion of 
education. For the past five years he has been 
clerk of the School Board in this locality and it has 


been his endeavor to secure thorough and compe- 


tent teachers The schools owe nota little of their 
excellence to him. 

In the autumn of 1860 Mr. Thomas bade good- 
by to the Green Mountain State and his old home 
and came West, choosing Racine County as the 
field of his future labors. Soon after his arrival 
he purchased two hundred and sixty acres of land 
but partially improved and gave his attention to 
its further cultivation and development. The im- 
provements he placed upon it added greatly to its 
value and his labors soon brought their reward in 
rich and bountiful harvests. He commenced life 
with only about $1,000 and with this as a nucleus 
has gathered together a comfortable property. He 
now owns a valuable tract of two hundred acres 
within ten miles of the city of Racine, which is 
supplied with a commodious residence, large barns 
and other buildings and ail the accessories of a 
model farm. The surroundings indicate the thrift 
and enterprise of the owner who is widely known 


as one of the leading and successful agriculturists 
| of the community. 


A marriage ceremony performed April 25, 1865, 
united the destinies of Mr. Thomas and Marie 
Quackenbush, a native of New York. Their union 


was blessed with three children; Dr. Fred H., Kate 
and Ralph. 
late war; Mary, wife of Henry Hack, a farmer of | 


The eldest, who has studied in Roch- 
ester, Whitewater. Wis., and Valparaiso, Ind., and 
is now a student in the lowa City Medical College 


from which he will be graduated in 1893, is determ- 


ined to thoroughly fit himself for his chosen pro- 


neighborhood of the old home, and ‚James H., who | fession and then enter upon his life work prepared 


is marricd and resides on the old homestead. 
father of this family died January 20, 1887, but 


The , to meet success; Kate, who has already taught suc- 
, eessfully in the public schools, is now a student in 


the Morten School ot Whitewater, p preparing hee 
self for more efficient work as a teacher. 


Academy of Racine. He also possesses natural tal- 


to her final rest January 20, 1876. 


being with Miss Ella Hulbert, daughter of Levi 
Hulbert, a contractor and builder. 


vote for Abraham Lincoln, Mr. Thomas has been a 
staiwart Republican and has felt a deep interest 
concerning the growth and success of his party. 
He has never been an office seeker, yet at the solic- 


itation of his fellow-townsmen has filled some po- | 
For five years he has been Supervisor of | 
Yorkville Township and is now Chairman of the | 
He has been a director in the Farmer's | 
| sympathy with all that is truly American. 
in a flourishing condition with over a million dol- | 
lars represented in policies in Yorkville and at Mt. 

Pleasant Townships. His wife is a member of the | 
Methodist Church and he contributes to its support | 
The friends of this | 


sitions, 


Board. 
Mutual Insurance Company, which organization is 


although he does not belong. 
worthy couple are many, for their sterling worth 
and many excellencies of character have won them 
universal esteem. 


— — Ņ 
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of the well-known business firm of Racine, 
Johnson & Field Company, manufacturers 


during its territorial days, his birth having occurred 
in Palmyra, Jefferson County, May 2, 1845. His 
parents, Lewis and Britha (Larson) Johnson, were 


among the pioneer Scandanavian settlers of this | 


State. They were born in Vossevangen, Norway, 
a town about forty miles northeast of Bergen. In 
the summer of 1843, they sailed for the United 
States, coming direct to Muskegon, Racine County, 
but after a short stop proceeded on to Jefferson 
County, where they located a claim, living under 
a tree until the cabin could be built. 


| rapidly that saved him his claim. 
ent for music. The mother of this family was called | 
Mr. Thomas | 
was again married May 26,1880, his second union | 
| he started on foot the same day. 
bor rode into Milwaukee Mr. Johnson had his papers 
Since the time when be cast his first Presidential | 


| large farm. 


Mr. Johnson 
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pts was not rennt pig: to own a hunts so his 
Ralph is | 
one of the bright and intelligent scholars in the | 


journeyings were made with an ox-team or on foot 
and it was only his ability to get over ground 
A neighbor who 
owned a horse had planned to go on a certain day 
to the land office at Milwaukee and buy the land 
which Mr. Johnson was improving; on learning this 
When the neigh- 


for his home from the Government land office 
safely tucked away in his pocket. In 1860, he re- 
moved to Columbia County, where he purchased a 
He took an active interest in the 
affairs of his community, being especially active in 
the cause of education. Unlike most of our for- 
eign emigrants, he believed that to be a good 
American citizen, one must learn the laws and in- 
stitutions of his native country and put himself in 
To that 
end, he helped build the first schoolhouse and paid, 
out of his own means, the first teacher in his 
neighborhood in Jefferson County. He was a re- 
ligious man, though after coming to this country 
he never united with any church. He lived to be 
sixty-five years old and died on his farm in Co- 


| lumbia County where his widow lives with her son 
at the age of seventy-two. 


Of their five children four are living and the 


| eldest is John F. Johnson whose name hends this 
| sketch. 
attending both private schools and the High School 
| of the State Capital. 
[| OHN F. JOHNSON, Secretary and Treasurer 


He enjoyed good educational facilities, 


Subsequently he graduated 
from the Commercial College of Chicago. He 
made the first canvass in the States of Wis- 


| consin, Iowa and Minnesota for the Skandanaven, 
of fanning mills, was born in Wisconsin | 


the leading Scandanavian paper of the country. 
Prior to going to the city he had been connected 
with the Bushnell House of Beloit, and after his 
return was with the Railroad Eating House, of 
Madison. In 1867, he was made assistant civil 
engineer on the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul 
Railroad, which position he held two years. The 
summer of 1869 witnessed his arrival in Racine 
and he has had no occasion to regret his choice of 
this city as a place of residence and of business. 
On December 26, 1870, Mr. Johnson was mar- 
ried to Miss Belle, the eldest daughter of A. P. 
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Dickey, whose sketch is found on another page 
of this work. The following year he became associ- 
ated as a partner with Mr. Dickey under the firm 
name of A. P. Dickey & Co., taking charge of the 
financial part of the business, serving thus for five 
years, when in the spring of 1876, as a partner of 
M. S. Field he began the manufacture of fanning 
mills, in which line of business he has since con- 
tinued with admirable success. His experience as 
a salesman combined with Mr. Fietd’s practical 
knowledge of mechanics soon placed their business 
on a substantial basis. The excellency of their ma- 
chines is largely due to the latter and the extensive 
sale of their product to the former. 

In political sentiment, Mr. Johnson 
porter of Republican principles and in his social 
relations is an Odd Fellow and Knights of Pythias. 
Both he and his wife are members of the Presby- 
terian Church. They have a beautiful home on 
Lake Avenue, commanding a fine view of Lake 
Michigan, and im social circles rank high. Mr. 
Johnson's possessions which are ample, are the re- 
sult of over twenty years of close application to 
business. 


is a sup- 


= = 


BENJAMIN FRANKLIN WEEKS, a mem- 
ber of the well-known lumber firm of 
Kelley, Weeks & Co., and a man of promi- 

— nence and influence in business and social 
circles in Racine, claims Vermont as the State of 
his nativity. He was born in Lyndon, April 19, 
1827, and is descended from an English family 
which was established in this country, in New 
Hampshire, about 1725. His paternal grandfather, 
Jonathan Weeks, was a New Hampshire farmer and 
his father, Jonathan Weeks, Jr., was born in the 
old Granite State. Whena young man he emigrated 
to Vermont, where he became acquainted with and 
married Betsy Brown. In that State they spent the 
remainder of their lives, Mr. Weeks passing away 
in 1837, and his wife in 1845. The father ran a 
tan yard and shoe shop and both parents died 
while in the prime of life. In their family were 
six children, of whom five are yet living: George 
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H., a merchant of Lyndon, Vt.; John M., who is 
also engaged in merchandising in that place; 
Charles M., a produce merchant of Lowell, Mass.; 
Benjamin F.; and Miss Mary J., who carries on a 
private school in Kenosha. 

Our subject is the fourth child of the family. 
Hiis early education, acquired in the common 
schools, was supplemented by a course in an 
academy. When fourteen years of age he entered 
a store, where he obtained a good knowledge of 
business methods and principles and after clerking 
for six years embarked in business for himself in 
Peacham, Vt., where he remained until 1857. In 
the meantime he was married, having been joined 
in wedlock in Peacham on January 3, 1850, with 
Miss Mary C. Goodenough, a native of the Green 
Mountain State. In 1857 they came West, locating 
in Kenosha, Wis., where Mr. Weeks engaged in 
merchandising for five years, when in 1862 he 
came to Racine and again carried on merchandis- 
ing for some time. At length he sold out in 1878 
and the same year embarked in the lumber business, 
as a member of the firm of Kelley, Weeks & Co. 
Other enterprises have received his support and 
for some fifteen years he has been a Director of the 
First National Bank. 

In 1869, Mr. Weeks was called upon to mourn 
the loss of his wife who died on the 22d of April, 
leaving two The elder, Horace H., who 
graduated from Racine College, and from the 
Columbia, (N. Y.) School of Mines, is now study- 
ing in Germany. The other son, Frederick E., 
graduated from Racine College and from the 
Albany (N. Y.) Law School, studied two years in 
Germany and is now engaged in the drug business 
in California. The father has just cause to be 
proud of the accomplishments of his two sons who 
are both young men of superior intellectual and 
business ability. 

Mr. Weeks isa Democrat in his political affilia- 
tions. In the truest sense of the word he is a self- 
made man and his life furnishes an example which 
might be followed with profit by others. When 
only twelve years of age le was left fatherless and 
from that time on made h own way in the world, 
When he had arrived at nature years he had as 
the result of his own accu aulations and what he 


sons. 
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had inherited about $1,300. Now he is accounted 
one of the substantial men, financially, of Racine. 
Unassuming and unostentatious he is a man in 
whom the people of the commuuity have the ut- 
most confidence and hold in the highest regard. 


ra ES EA 


Me y HARLES A. JONES, the popular proprietor 
G of the Jones Hotel of Burlington, has the 
U honor of being a native born citizen of 
Racine County, and as his entire life has here been 
passed he needs no special introduction to our 
readers. He was born in Burlington Township, 
November 17, 1853, and is a son of Charles John- 
son and Nancy B. (Taylor) Jones. His father was 
a native of Haverhill, N. H., born September 15, 
1811, and in the old Granite State and in Vermont 
was reared to manhood. He learned the trade of 
a carpenter and joiner and empty handed began 
the battle of life and as the result of his industry, 
perseverance and enterprise he accumulated a 
competence. He also engaged in teaching for a 
number of years. He was twice married, his first 
union being with Hannah P. Cross. They were 
married October 20, 1835, and unto them was born 
a daughter—Helen Ann, who became the wife of 
Frank Tyrrell, a merchant, and died September 10, 
1882. Mrs. Jones was born in Piermont, N. IL, 
September 5, 1806, and departed this life October 
4, 1848. Five years previous Mr. Jones had re- 
moved with his family to Wisconsin by way of the 
Great Lakes and settled in Wheatland Township, 
Kenosha County, where they experienced all the 
trials and hardships incident to frontier life. 
October, 7, 1852, he was again married, his second 
union being with Miss Nancy B. Taylor, an in- 
telligent and cultured lady who composed a num- 
ber of sonnets worthy of much praise. Her death 
occurred November 7, 1871, and Mr. Jones passed 
away June 18, 1885, They were laid to rest side 
by side in the Burlington Cemetery. 

In politics the husband was first an old-line 
Whig but at the organization of the Republican 
party he joined its ranks and became one of its 
stalwart supporters, warmly advocating its prin- 
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ciples. He was honored with several offices of 
trust, including that of Justice of the Peace and 
Town Clerk. In his business career he met with 
excellent success and accumulated a large property 
in Burlington, many of whose buildings stand as 
monuments to his thrift and enterprise. In re- 
ligious belief he was a Congregationalist. A valued 
citizen, a good neighbor and a trusted friend, his 
loss was deeply mourned throughout the com- 
munity. š 

We now take up the personal history of our 
subject, who is classed among the wide-awake 
young business men and influential citizens of 
Burlington. He inherits the characteristics which 
won his father success and in his own life prosper- 
ity has crowned his efforts. His education was 
acquired in the Burlington and Racine High 
Schools and for one year he pursued his studies in 
Racine College. This gave him a startand he has 
continually gained more vantage ground. On 
June 14, 1887, he was united in marriage with 
Miss Sadie, daughter of Henry and Marie A. 
(Eppeld) Lahann. Their union has been blessed 
with one son, Charles Alvin, Mrs. Jones acquired 
her education in a ladies academy of Galesburg, 
III., and in social circles she ranks high. 

Our subject cast his first Presidential vote for 
James A, Garfield and has since been identified 
with the Republican party, in whose success he 
feels a deep interest. He has served as delegate to 
the county conventions and to the State Conven- 
tion in Madison. For two terms he ably filled the 
office of Justice of the Peace and was also town 
Supervisor for one term. Every trust reposed in 
him is faithfully discharged and no man in this 
community has more friends than Charles A. Jones. 
He is a member of Burlington Lodge, No. 28, 
A. F. € A. M., of Burlington, in which he has filled 
every office, having served as Master for three 
years and as delegate to the Grand Lodge. He also 
holds membership with the Chapter in Geneva. 
His real estate interests in Burlington are quite ex- 
tensive. Ile is the proprietor of the Jones House, 
a beautiful three-story brick hotel, complete in all 
its appointments and has four two-story brick 
business houses, all of which are constantly occu- 
pied. The Jones livery and feed stables are also 


his property. They contain twenty head of fine 
horses, five carriages, eleven buggies and an ele- 
gant hearse, comprising the best ontfit of the kind 
in the county outside of the city of Raeine Mr, 
Jones also has charge of two buses which are at the 
disposal of those who spend the summer season at 
Brown's Lake, a beautifulsummer resort near Bur- 
lington. The cordial, genial manner of Mr. Jones, 
makes him a popular host, has won him favor with 
the traveling public and gamed for him many 
warm friends. 
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| ACOB STOFFEL, a leading merehant of 


Racine, engaged in the grocery trade, was 
born in Neuerkirch, Rhine Province, Ger- 


man y, September 4, 1842, and is one of a 
family of nine children. The parents, Peter and 
Maria M. (Waechter) Stoffel, were also natives of 
Neuerkirch, and by trade the father 
The first of the family United 
States were Nicholas and Adam, who crossed the 
Atlantic in 1852; Maria M., Lena fol- 
lowed in their footsteps in 1853; and in 1857 the 


was a miller. 
to come to the 
and Peter 
parents, our subject, H. Peter, Philip and Catherine 
crossed the ocean and took up their residence in 
Racine, where the father and mother passed the re- 
mainder of their lives, the former dying at the age 
of eighty years and the latter when eighty-two 
years of age. 

The subject of this sketch was the eighth in order 
of birth in the family. He received a fair educa- 
tion in his native land, as, when Jacob was in his 
younger years, his father was well-to-do, but mis- 
fortune overtook him so that when the family 
came to the United States, the lad had to begin 
work for himself. Soon after his arrival he began 


learning the cabinet-maker’s trade with James 


Tomlinson, with whom he remained fornine years, 
after which he was employed by contractors in the 
The follow- 
ing year he spent as a clerk in the employ of Mrs. 
George Fischer and at the expiration of that time 
with the capital he had acquired through his in- 
dustry, perseverance and economy he embarked in 


A ` 
J. I. Case & Co’s. works for six years. 
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It was in 1873 that he first 
opened a grocery store and the following year he 
removed to his present location at No. 1516 North 
Erie Street. He began operations on a small scale 
but bis trade steadily increasing he also enlarged 
his facilities and now has an excellent stock and a 
liberal patronage. 

On May 8, 1867, in Racine, Mr. Stoffel was joined 
in wedlock with Miss Elizabeth Bullerdick, a na- 
tive of Racine, born May 10, 1850, anda daughter 
of Henry Bullerdick who came from Germany, his 
native land, to America and was among the first 
German settlers of this community. Unto Mr. 
and Mrs. Stoffel were born three children but Otto 
died in infancy; Tillie is now the wife of Herman 
Fritz; and Otto, the second of that name, is still at 
home. Both parents are members of the Lutheran 
Church and are highly respected people, having 
many warm friends in the community. 

In political sentiment, Mr. Stoffel is a Republican 
but never seeks public office. Instead he has given 
his close attention to his business and richly merits 
the success that has crowned his efforts. He is a 
man of fine personal appearance, his gentlemanly 
deportment and genial manner have won him 
friends and he is highly esteemed among his ac- 
quaintances, 


business for himself. 
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| ENRY E. SMIEDING, Vice President of the 
Union National Bank and one of the prom- 
inent and influential business men of Racine, 
was born in Lubbecke, near Minden, West- 
phalia, € sermany, and was a schoolmate of Neider- 
inghaus, of national fame. He was born October 
11, 1827, and his parents, August and Marian 
Smieding, were also natives of Lubbecke, in which 
locality they spent their entire lives. The father 
was a brewer. Of their family but two came to 
the United States, our subject and William, whose 
sketch appear on another page of this work. 

Henry Smieding received a fair education in his 
native land and when fifteen years of age was ap- 
prenticed to a druggist, serving a term of five years. 
He then secured a position in a drug-store and 


wishing to have a more comprehensive education 
also attended college. He served fora year as a 
volunteer in the Prussian army and in 1852 bade 
good-bye to his old home and sailed for America, 
seven weeks elapsing from the time he sailed from 
Bremen until he landed in New York. Heat once 
made his way to the home of his uncle near Buf- 
falo and then secured a position as clerk in a drug- 
store in Cincinnati, Ohio, where he remained for 
two years. In 1854 he visited Chicago, Dubuque, 
Iowa, and other Western places but determined to 
locate in Racine, where with his brother he opened 
a drug-store on Main Street. 

In April, 1867, in Racine, Mr. Smieding was 
united in marriage with Miss Eliza Lackner, a na- 
tive of Cincinnati, Ohio, and a daughter of Joseph 
and Louisa Lackner, who are natives of Germany 
and who were married in Cincinnati, Ohio, but are 
now numbered among the old settlers of Racine. 
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Smieding were born six chil- 
dren, but three died in childhood. The three yet 
living are Louisa, Ernest and Amelia and they are 
still under the parental roof. 

Mr. Smieding carried on his drug business with 
good success for a number of years. In 1857 the 
brothers erected the fine three-story brick building 
on Main and Third Streets, which they still own. 
Having carried on business until 1878, they sold 
their stock to Schulze Bros., as our subject's health 
had failed him and he was forced to retire. They 
began operations on a small scale, but taeir prompt- 
ness, courteous treatment and fair dealing soon 
won for them a liberal patronage and they had 
to increase their facilities proportionately. Mr. 
Smieding is one of the original stockholders of the 
Union National Bank and since its organization 
has been one of the directors. Not long after he 
became Vice President and still fills that position. 
Socially, he is a member of Germania Lodge No. 
70, I. O. O. F., and of the Business Men's Associa- 
tion of Racine. In politics he is a Democrat, and 
by that party has been elected to a number of of- 
fices. For four years he has served as Alderman, 
was President of the Council for some time, was 
appointed City Treasurer to take the place of J. R. 
Browne, defaulter, and is now serving his fourth 
year as a member of the School Board. Mr. Smie- 
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ding is numbered among the early settlers of Ra- 
cine, where he has made his home for thirty-seven 
years. He came to the county in limited circum- 
stances but has since acquired a handsome compe- 
petence and is highly spoken of. A self-made man, 
le deserves the success which has crowned his ef- 
forts and it is with pleasure that we present to our 
readers the sketch of so prominent and valued a 
citizen. 


— —— — 


APT. OWEN DAVID JONES, a retired lake 
„ captain, was born in Anglesey, North Wales, 

= in 1835, and isa son of David and Elizabeth 
(Hughes) Jones, both natives of North Wales. 
When ten years of age our subject went to Liver- 


pool, England, and shipped on an English merchant 
vessel plying between England, Canada and the 
United States. He served a regular seaman's ap- 
prenticeship and sailed for years between Liver- 
pool, New York and Boston. He also sailed to 
Australia and China, and saw many foreign coun- 
tries. During the Crimean War he served eigh- 
teen months on an English store ship in the Crimean 
Sea. It was in 1857 that he became a permanent 
resident of the United States. In that year he 
came to the upper lakes, making his home in Racine. 
On coming West he sailed before the mast and was 
promoted to the rank of mate, and later to Cap- 
tain of the schooner “Gilbert Knapp,” 
Messrs. Pendleton & Bigelow, on which he sailed 
for four or five years, then bought an interest in 
the schooner Myrtle“ with Bigelow & Bros., which 
he sailed nine years, after which he purchased the 
in company with Bigelow 


owned by 


schooner “J. V. Jones,“ 
& Bros., having charge of it for twelve years. Mr. 
Jones then became Captain of the steamer “White 
& Friant” which he sailed three years, and in 1888, 
on account of failing health he retired from active 
service. 

On the 1864, Capt. Jones 
was united in marriage with Miss Fannie Roberts, 
who was born in Utica, N. Y., and is a daughter of 
William J. and Margaret (Williams) Reberts. Her 
father and born in Wales. They 
crossed the broad Atlantic to America in 1851, 


18th of November, 


mother were 


and in 1855 came to Racine, where they spent the 
remainder of their days. Mrs. Jones has two sis- 
ters living—Jane, who 1s the wife of R. W. Owen, 
of the firm of Lanze & Owen, of Chicago, and Kate, 
who is married and lives in Anglesey, Waleas. 

The Captain and his wife have a family of 
three children, all daughters, the eldest of whom, 
Elizabeth, is the wife of Clifford Hall, of Jewett, 
Greene County, N. Y.; Fannie is the wife of Dr. 
Christmas Evans, a resident of Racine; and Cora 
completes the family. The children were all born 
in this city. The Captain has one sister, Mary, 
residing in Wales the only surviving member of 
his family besides himself. 

Capt. Jones, his wife and children are members 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and in politics 
he is an independent Republican. For forty-three 
years he has been a seafaring man; twelve years of 
that time were spent on the high seas and the re- 
mainder on the big lakes. He has been Master of 
several vessels and part owner of some of them. 
During all those years of active service he has met 
with many adventures, endured much hardship 
incident to a sailor's life and has also had his 
share in its pleasures. Ile is now living in his 
comfortable and tasty home in Racine, enjoying 
a well-earned retirement and the companionship 
of his family and friends. 


= 


\@)INCENT SMERCHEK, a well-to do and 
\/ prominent farmer who owns and op- 
\ erates ninety-five acres of valuable land on 
section 12, Caledonia Township, is regarded as one 
of the leading agriculturists of the community. 
His well-tilled fields give evidence of his ‘thrift, 
his comfortable home is a testimonial of his enter- 
prise and his thoughtfulness for the comfort of his 
family. He devotes himself to general farming 
and in his undertakings is quite successful. Early 
inured to hard labor he learned lessons of self- 
reliance and perseverance which have proved of 
incalculable benefit to him in later years. 

Mr. Smerchek was born in Veseli, Bohemia, in 
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1851, and is a son of Paul Smerchek, a native of 
the same locality. His father was educated in the 
public schools and spent the days of his boyhood 
and youth upon a farm. At the age of twenty- 
five years he was united in marriage with Anna 
Gregor, and in the autumn of 1856 started with 
his wife and six children for America, but Mrs. 
Smerchek died while on the ocean. The -family 
landed at New York and thence made their way 
to Racine, Wis., where the father of our subject 
began life in the new world. He soon afterward 
purchased forty acres of wild land in Caledonia 
Township, the only improvement thereon consist- 
ing of a log house and a log stable. Clearing the 
tract he began the development of a farm and 
home and in course of time acquired a competence. 
He came to a land of liberty where every man’s 
labor brought him a reward, and soon had a warm 
attachment for the country of his adoption. He 
became a valued citizen of the community and at 
his death, which occurred at the age of seventy six 
years, many friends mourned his loss. He died at 
the home of his son Vincent. One year after lo- 
cating in Wisconsin he had married Antonia Sutera, 
a native of Bohemia, who in the service of his 
family came tothis country. In politics Mr. Smer- 
chek was a Republican, warmly advocating the 
principles of that party with which he affiliated. 
The children of his first marriage are: Joseph, who 
died in 1889; Anna, who died in Kansas; Frank, 
who occupies the old homestead; Paul, a resident 
of Kansas; Josephine, deceased; and Vincent, who 
is the youngest. 

Upon a new and unbroken farm our subject 
grew to manhood and bore his share in the hard- 
ships and trials of pioneer life which were the lot 
of his family. His educational privileges were 
limited to three months’ attendance at the common 
schools during the winter season when his labor 
was not needed at home. He remained under the 
parental roof until his marriage and then began 
farming for himself, operating seventy-five acres 
of the old homestead, which was then but partially 
improved. As before stated, he now has one of 
the best farms in this neighborhood. He had a 
good start in life and has proved himself worthy 
of it, for, making the most of his opportunities he 
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has worked his way patái to a position : among | 


the substantial citizens of this county. 
In 1877 Mr. Smerchek led to the marriage altar 
Miss Anna Lucas. She was born in this country 


| 
| 


i 


| won a handsome competence. 


but her parents were natives of Bohemia, and came | 
to this country in the same vessel, although not | 


married at that time. Two sons, Paul and Vincent, 
are the fruits of Mr. and Mrs. Smerchek’s union. 
Our subject is a member of the Osveta, a Bohemian 
literary society. He cast his first Presidential vote 
for Hayes in 1876, and has since supported the 
Republican party. He keeps himself well informed 


sought or desired public office. 


OHN B. THOMAS, a retired farmer resid- 

I ing at No. 718, Villa Street, Racine, is a na- 
tive of Wales and was born in Cardigan- 
shire, March 4, 1813. His parents, Thomas 

and Bridget (Morgans) Thomas were also natives 
of Wales. Our subject acquired his education in 
the schools of his native country and ere he at- 
tained his majority learned the carpenter’s trade. 


u. 


— he — his hóme until. 1890 * he re- 
moved to Racine. He had led a busy life and by 
his industry, good management and enterp r isead 
He now came to the 
city to spend the remainder of his years in retire- 
ment from labor and in the enjoyment of the fruits 
of his former toil. 

As a companion and helpmate on life's journey 
Mr. Thomas chose Miss Ann James. Their wed- 
ding was celebrated in Racine July 10, 1846, and 
the lady is a daughter of John James.” She was 


| born in Aberystwyth Cardiganshire, Wales, July 
concerning the issues of the day, yet has never | 


17, 1824, and crossed the broad Atlantic to Amer- 


| ica in 1845 with her parents, the family settling at 


| Racine in 1846. 


Eight children have been born 
unto Mr. and Mrs. Thomas, of whom four only are 


| now living. John James, the eldest, is an invalid; 


When twenty-one years of age he went to England | 
where he worked at his trade until 1849, when he | 


returned to Wales and in his native land spent 
the four succceding years of his life. He had 
heard much of the advantages and privileges 
afforded young men in this country and deter- 
mined to try his fortune in America, sailing West- 
ward to New York in 1844. On reaching his 
destination he atonce continued his journey across 


this continent to the territory of Wisconsin, land- | 


ing in Milwaukee and a few days later he set foot 
upon Racine soil. However, at that time, he spent 
only a few weeks in this city, going to Chicago, 
where he remained eleven years, working at his 
trade of carpentering. At the expiration of that 
time he returned to Racine and purchased a farm 
in the town of Caledonia, just north of the city 
and near the North Point Lighthouse. There he 
engaged in farming and made that his home until 
1886, when leaving his farm in the hands of his 
two younger sons he removed to Evanston, III., 


16 


Eliza A. is now the wife of Arthur B. Jones,a res- 
ident of Evanston, III.; Abraham Lincoln married 
Marrilla Sheriff and in company with his brother 
George H. is living on the home farm in Caledonia 
Township. The other children died in childhood. 
The surviving children were all given good edu- 
cational advantages and have become useful men 
and women and respected members of society. 

In his political affiliations Mr. Thomas is a Re- 
publican, having supported the principles of that 
party since its organization and he and his wife 
are members of the Welsh Presbyterian Church. 
They are worthy people whose lives have been 
without blemish and they have always been heldin 
high esteem in every community where they have 
resided. They are now enjoyinga well earned re- 
tirement and have a pleasant home in Racine. 


SRO SIDNEY NORTHRUP, one of the hon- 
ored old settlers and a prominent citizen of 
N Union Grove, has been a resident of Racine 


County since 1846. In the long years which have 


since come and gone he has watched with interest 


| 


and pride the growth and development of the 
county, and has been identified with its progress 
and upbuilding. Few men are more widely known 


| in this community, and none are more deserving 


of tees en tion in this volume than the gentle- 
man whose name heads this sketch. His life has 
been an honorable and noble one, full of good deeds, 
and the respect of the community is accorded him. 

Mr. Northrup was born in Madison County, N. 
Y., October 31, 1834, and is descended from one of 
the old New England families. His paternal grand- 
father, who was born in April, 1758, served in the 
War of 1812, and died September 24, 1841, at the 
age of eighty-three years. Our subject has in his 
possession a Bible which was his grandfather's, and 
which probably was compiled in the sixteenth cen- 
tury. It is doubtless the oldest Bible in this county. 
The father of our subject, Amzy Northrup, was 
born in New York, January 15, 1796. His birth 
occurred in Nassau, aud he was reared in Chenango 
County. He learned the trade of a carpenter and 
joiner and also engaged in agricultural pursuits. 
In his business affairs he was quite successful. He 
marıied Ann Barbara Tinkham, who was born in 
Chenango County, N. Y., February 4, 1804, and 
they became the parents of four children. The eldest, 
Polly M., who was the wife of B. Cudwell, a retired 
farmer of Crystal Lake, Ill.,died December 7, 1891- 
Nathan, a farmer, died at the age of forty-five years, 
and was interred in Union Grove Cemetery; Har- 
vey W., who was a farmer and afterward followed 
the carpenter's trade, enlisted in September, 1862, 
for the late war, as a member of Company A, 
Twenty-second Wisconsin Infantry, and died of 
disease contracted in the service, on the Ist of April 
following. O. S. completes the family. 

On the Ist of June, 1846, Amzy Northrup, ac- 
companied by his family, started for the far West 
to try his fortune on its broad prairies. Travel- 
ling by way of the Erie Canal and the Lakes on the 
steamer “Oregon,”” they at length reached Racine. 
While the canal boat was coming into a small town 
in New York, after the horse had been unhitched 
from the towline, Capt. Pierce was standing on the 
whiffletrees which were yet attached to the rope, 
when the rope caught on a snag and threw the 
whiffletrees with force from the vessel. They 
struck young Northrup, our subject, who was stand- 
ing on the bank, knocking him senseless. The 
Captain was on shore in a moment and passed the 
lad through the window into the boat, where he re- 
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covered consciousness a t ew moments later. With- 
out other accident the family at length arrived at 
Racine, and the father, owning a team and wagon, at 
once drove on to his daughter's homein Yorkville 
Township, a shanty 12x16, in which ten persons 
found accommodations till Mr. Northrup could 
provide a home. He purchased vighty acres of 
prairie and timber land and built a house thereon 
16x24 feet. 

The country round was all wild and unimproved, 
wolves were often seen in the neighborhood and 
frequently Indians visited the settlement. The old 
Indian trail from Chicago to Milwaukee crossed 
the farın right under the corner of the house. The 
family underwent the usual experiences and hard- 
ships of frontier life, but prosperity also came to 
them and as his financial resources increased, Mr. 
Northrup added to his landed possessions until he 
became the owner of a large and fine farm. His 
death occurred August 11, 1886, at the advanced 
age of ninety years, six months and twenty-seven 
days. He left behind him the memory of an up- 
right life, and in the faith of the Congregational 
Church, of which he was long a consistent member, 
he passed away. His wife, who was also an active 
worker in that church, died April 5, 1862. 

The first eleven years of his life O. S. Northrup 
spent in his native State, and then as before stated, 
accompanied his parents to Racine County, Wis. 
He acquired a good practical education in the 
common schools and has largely supplemented this 
by extensive reading and observation, thus becom- 
ing a well-informed man. The publicschools have 
no truer friend than he, and his efforts to advance 
the cause have not been without excellent results. 
On the 6th of May, 1858, Mr. Northrup led to the 
marriage altar Miss Harriet Goldsworthy, who was 
born in Cornwall, England, June 15, 1832. At an 
early age she came to this country and was edu- 
cated in the common schools, She became a member 
of the Congregational Church of Union Grove, 
lived a consistent Christian life, and has now been 
called to her reward. She died August 14, 1882, 
and the funeral discourse was preached by Rev. 
Rollins, from the twelfth verse of the eighth chapter 
of Ecciesiastes. Her remains were then laid to rest 
in Union Grove Cemetery, where a beautiful stone 


has been erected to her memory. 
Mrs. Northrup were born two children, both daugh- 
ters, but Ella died at the age of three months. 
Anna L. is the wife of Elmer Barrows, who operates 
the old homestead farm. She was educated in the 
Oak Grove School and was soon fitted to become a 
teacher. She also possesses considerable musical 
ability. By her marriage one child has been 
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Unto Mr. and | 


born—Herbert Lisle, the only grandchild of our 


ject. 

Mr. Northrup was again married September 10, 
1884, his second union being with Mrs. S. A. Adams, 
a native of Washington County, Ohio, born De- 
cember 2, 1840, and the third in a family of five 
children, two sons and three daughters, who were 
born unto Joel and Love Prudence (Mellor) Adams. 
She can trace her ancestry back in direct line to 


her great-great-great-grandfather, William Corner, | 


who belonged to a prominent English family. She 
is also the granddaughter of a Revolutionary hero. 
After coming to this country, members of the Cor- 
ner family made the purchase of a large tract of 
land on Green River, Ky., but settled near Marietta, 
Ohio. Mrs. Northrup was reared upon a farm un- 
til twenty years of age, and her education hitherto 
consisted of only the advantages the common 
schools offered. On the 20th of August, 1862, in 
Delaware County, Ohio, she gave her hand in mar- 
riage to Ransom Adams, a native of the Buckeye 
State, who died December 25, 1863. After her 
husband’s early death, being a woman of great en- 
ergy and determination, she resolved to fit herself 
for a business life, that she might earn her own 
support. 

In 1866 she was graduated from a commercial 
college and has filled positions of trust in St. Louis, 
Chicago and Kansas City. In the two former places 
she was assistant correspondent in a large business 
establishment. In 1868 she entered Oberlin Col- 
lege, where she remained for four years and in 1870, 
went to Lexington, Ky., to accept a position as 


teacher in the Missionary Normal School, where | 
she remained two years. It needed not only intel- 


lectual ability but a resolute will and dauntless 
courage to pursue the course she has followed, yet 
she has made her life a signal success. She took 
to her home and heart her sister's little daughter, 
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I 
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Susie Blanche Tucker, when oi cighteen months 
| old and has reared her to womanhood. Nobly and 
| taithtally has she discharged the duty of a parent 
and Miss Blanche has rewarded her efforts by be- 
coming all that could be desired. At the age of 
thirteen she was graduated from the common 
schools, receiving her diploma, and at the age of 
sixteen secured a teacher’s certificate. She has re- 
ceived instructions in both instrumental and vocal 
music and is quite proficient in both departments 
of that art. She is now Superintendent of Litera- 
ture in the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union 
and isa member of the Congregational Church. 
The life of Mrs. Northrup is filled with good works 
and many deeds of kindness which she quietly 
performs are unknown save to the recipent. She 
is also a member of the W. C. T. U. and the Ladies’ 
Foreign Missionary Society and is Sunday-school 
Librarian. - 

Mr. Northrup cast his first Presidential vote for 
John C. Fremont and has since been a stanch Re- 
publican. He has been, and-now is a member of 
the Board of Supervisors and for ten years was an 
efficient member of the Board of Education. He 
takes an active interest in the work of the Congre- 
gational Church to which he belongs, and no enter- 
prise calculated to benefit or upbuild the commu- 
nity, solicits his aid in vain. Mr. and Mrs. North- 
rup rank high in the social world where intelli- 
gence and true worth are the passports into good 
society, and their friends and admirers throughout 
the community are many. 
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AVID SPENCER, D. D., pastor of the 
First Baptist Church, was born in Leicester- 
shire, England, May 23, 1839. He was 
the youngest son of Charles W. and Mary 
Spencer, who came to this country when he was 
very young and settled in Germantown, Phila- 
delphia, Pa. In 1852, they became constituent 
members of the First Baptist Church there. With 
this church the subject of this sketch united May 1, 
1853. He entered upon a course of study in 
Bucknell University at Lewisburg, Pa., in March, 
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1857. Here he remained until 1862, taking his 
Academic, Collegiate and Theological studies. He 
was licensed to preach in 1859, and ordained at 
Point Pleasant, Pa., August 6, 1862, where he be- 
gan his first pastorate. September 11, 1862, he mar- 
ried Miss Tillie A. Hellings, of Philadelphia. She 
was the daughter of Mr. aud Mrs. John K. Hellings, 
and the sister of Rev. W. P. Hellings, now pastor 
o! the First Baptist Church, of Milwaukee. Sept- 
ember 27, 1863, their son J. Arlington Spencer was 
born. While at Point Pleasant, Mr. Spencer es- 
tablished five mission stations in the surrounding 
villages, where he preached successively every Sun- 
day afternoon. The church grew, the Bible school 
room was fitted upa debt of $1,200 was removed and 
seventy new members added up to March 1, 1865, 
when he left and became pastor of the Roxborough 
Baptist Church, of Philadelphia. Here a daughter, 
Mamie Florine Spencer was born May 1, 1865. 
She died October 15, 1869. During his labors in 
this place, one new church was organized, two 
missions established, one of which has since become 
an independent church, two splendid church edi- 
fices, and three beautiful chapels were erected. He 
served the Philadelphia Baptist Association as 
Clerk and associate clerk for eleven years, and was 
Secretary of the Board of Trustees at the same 
time. He also served as President and Secretary 
of the Philadelphia Baptist Ministerial Conference, 
on the Fiftieth anniversary of which body he de- 
livered the Historical Address. During his pastor- 
ate here five hundred and forty-seven new mem- 
bers were added to the church, 598.000 were 
raised, 2,150 sermons preached and 1,038 funerals 
attended. 

In 1868, Mr. Spencer received the degree of A. 
M. from the Bucknell University, and in 1877, 
published a volume of over two hundred pages 
entitled “The Early Baptists of Philadelphia.’’ 
While at Roxborough, he was elected District 
Secretary for the southern district of the Amercian 
Baptist Missionary Union, a position he entered 
upon October 16, 1877, receiving, among other 
valuable tokens of the affection ef his late church, 
as aparting gift, a costly gold watch. In the 
secretaryship, he manifested an untiring devotion, 
travelling, the three years he filled the position, 


over 60,000 miles, averaging a sermon or an ad- 
dress for every day of his service, and the receipts 
of the District so increased that nearly 8100, 000, 
were secured to the Missionary Treasurer from his 
field during his three years of labor. In May, 
1880, the Penn. Avenue Baptist Church, of Scran- 
ton, Pa., called him to its pastorate, preferring the 
pastorship to the secretaryship, he accepted the 
call and settled there in September following. 
Here, as elsewhere, he was in labors most abund- 
ant, and great was the advance of the church, and 
of the denomination in all the region around 
about. The church building was remodelled and 
enlarged at an expenditure of $40,000, Two new 
churches were organized, and chapels built for 
them. He was President of the Trustees of the 
Abington Association, and actively identified with 
all its interests. He was a Trustee, and Chairman 
of the Finance Committee, of the Keystone Aca- 
demy, locating at Factoryville, Pa., in which posi- 
tion he worked hard in the progress which at- 
tended that institution. He delivered before the 
Board of Trade of which he was a member a lec- 
ture on “The Scrantonian, a citizen of no mean 
city,” which was published and widely circulated. 
He also gave to that city its nom de plume “The 
Electric City“ and wrote for the Scranton Truth a 
long article upon the subject. In the nearly ten 
years of service, eight hundred and six persons were 
added to the church, 1,029 funerals attended, 
1,450 sermons preached, and $95,000 raised by the 
church for various objects. 

Receiving a call to Racine, Wis., he left Seran- 
ton, Pa., December 15, 1889 and entered at once 
upon his work here. Since his settiement the debt 
of the church has been removed, the present valu- 
able parsonage property purchased, and more than 
two hundred new members added to the church. 
He is the Wisconsin Correspondent of the Chicago 
Standard, Chairman of the Executive Committee 
of the Baptist State Convention, and a Trustee of 
Wayland Academy at Beaver Dam. In 1883, he 
received the degree of Doctor of Divinity from 
Hillsdale College, Michigan. A recapitulation of his 
thirty years’ ministry sums up 1,650 new members 
added to the churches during his pastorate, 2,230 
funerals attended, 5,150 sermons preached, 640 
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comia married, 15,500 pastoral visits paid, moneys 
raised by his churches and during his secretaryship | 
$320,000. Several have entered the Christian 
ministry whom he has baptized. 
has been his great delight, and in all his ministry 


he has found his wife to be a happy sharer in all | 


his work, 

John Arlington Spencer was born at Point 
Pleasant, Pa., September 27, 1863. He is the only 
son of Rev. and Mrs. David Spencer. He received 
his education at the West Philadelphia Academy, 
and Hamilton, N. Y. For eight years he was 
identified with the Delaware, Lackawanna & West- 
ern Railroad Company, in the General Manager’s 
office at Scranton, Pa. Leaving that in May, 1890, 
greatly to the regret of his employers, he came to 
Racine, where he has a coal and wood yard, located 


at Meade Street Bridge, and is proving himself to | 


be an efficient, reliable and successful merchant. 

The anthracite coal in which he deals is the cele- 
brated Scranton Coal of the Delaware, Lackawanna 
& Western Railroad Company; the bituminous 
comes from various localities, while he gets his 
wood from Wisconsin and Michigan. 


4 PILLIAM SHARPE BUFFHAM, dealer in 
„ oil, paints, wall paper, glass, etc., is numbered 
WW among the enterprising business men and 

substantial citizens of Racine. He was born in 

Roachdale, Lancashire, England, June 22, 1831, 

and isason of William and Eliza (Kirkpatrick) 

Buffham. His father was born in London,and was 

a pure Englishman, but Mrs. Buffham was of Scotch 

descent on her father’s side and of English origin 

on the maternal side. In 1850 the parents and six 
children sailed for the United States on the vessel 

„Constellation, which dropped anchor in the har- 

bor of New York after a voyage of twenty-one 

days. Landing in that city, the same year they 
continued their Westward journey to Kenosha, Wis. 

Mr. Buffham was a painter by trade but after com- 


ing to this country followed farming, He had a 


been here long when he secured a farm in Lake 
County, III., where he resided until within a few 


| 


| at the age of three-score years and ten. 
To serve others | 


years of his pors when he came to Waile and 
spent the remainder of his life in this eity, dying 
He was a 
man of exceptional attainments, being a fine opti- 
cian and microscopist. His widow still survives 
him, having reached the advanced age of eighty- 
seven years, and resides in Racine. Both were of 
the Congregational faith. In the family were six 
children, the eldest being William S.; Anna is the 
deceased wife of George Gorton; John follows the 
painter’s trade in Racine; George engages in the 
same line of business in Bloomington, III.; Lizzie 
is the widow of George Gorton; and Kirke is a 
dealer in paints and oils in Bloomington, Ill. 

Our subject received a fair education and learned 
the painter’s trade with his father. After coming 
to Wisconsin, he followed that vocation and also 
worked upon his father’s farm, aiding in the labors 
connected. with its cultivation and development 


| until harvest was past, when in the fall he would 


| 
| 


John P. Hale. 


go to Chicago and engage in painting through the 
winter. In 1854 and 1855 he worked in Racine 
at his trade and the following year established a 
paint-shop where the Commercial Hotel now stands. 
He continued his work at his chosen trade until 
1870, when, quitting outdoor work, he bought a 
stock in the store where he still does business. 
Only four years of the thirty-five in which he has 
carried on business, has he had partners until his 
son was admitted. This was in 1888, when William 
K. joined his father under the firm name of Buff- 
ham & Son. They carry quite an extensive stock 
and are doing a good business in their line of 
trade. 

In 1857, in Racine, Mr. Buffham was joined in 
wedlock with Miss Ellen, daughter of James Selwy, 
who with his wife emigrated from England to 
America, becoming early settlers of Kenosha, Wis. 
Mrs. Buffham is also a native of England. Six 
children have been born of their union, three sons 

and three daughters—Nellic, William K., a partner 

in the business; Louis, who is married, and is su- 
perintendent of the Buffham & Co., carriage-pole 
factory; Mary, Robert and Alma. 

An the days of slavery Mr. Buffham was a stanch 
Abolitionist and cast his first Presidential vote for 
Since the organization of the Re- 
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e de he has been one of its ENCARTA | 
but has never been a politician in the sense of | 


office-seeking. His wife, a most estimable lady, is 
a member of the Baptist Church. In connection 
with his other interests, Mr. Buffham, some ten 
years ago, established the business of which his son 
Louis is superintendent, and which he has carried 
on successfully since. He is devoid of all desire 
for display, but is well liked and considered by 
those who know him as a straightforward, upright 
man. 


TILES MOE, who for thirty-one years has 
engaged in general merchandising in Union 


Grove, and 1s one of the most prominent | 


and enterprising business men of that vil- 
lage, was born in Lorain County, Ohio, January 
29, 1834, and is descended from a family of French 
origin. ‘Two brothers, Isaac and Charles De Moe, 
natives of Normandy, came to this country in early 
Colonial days. Later generations have dropped 
the prefix of the name and for many years the 
spelling has been as at present. The paternal 
grandfather of our subject, Isaac Moe, aided in the 
struggle for American independence as a member 
of the Colonial army and participated in the bat- 
tles around Plattsburg, N. Y. Edwin Moe, the 
father of Stiles, watched the progress of the naval 
engagement of Commodore McDonough on Lake 
Champlain. 


Edwin Moe was born in New York at Platts- | 


burg, October 20, 1804. As a farmer lad he 
spent the days of his boyhood and youth, remain- 
ing in his native town until twelve years of age, 
when the family removed to Genesee County, N. Y. 
and subsequently became residents of Lorain 
County, Ohio. It was there that in 1827, he led 
to the marriage altar Miss Mehitable Case, a native 
of Litchfield County, Conn., born Octobor 20, 1808. 
She was a direct descendant of one of the old 
Puritan families which came to this country about 
1620, when the Colony of Massachusetts was 
founded. In her younger years, prior to her mar- 
riage she engaged in teaching for some time. In 


ne farm upon a wild Western prairie. 
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1844, Edwin Moe Avé. with his family to Wis- 
consin, becoming one of the pioneer settlers of 
Racine County. The trip was made in a covered 
wagon across the prairies; the Indians were still 
numerous in this State and the entire country 
round about was almost an unbroken wildrrness. 
Mr. Moe purchased one hundred and twenty-five 
acres Of land, which was partially covered with 
timber and from time to time, as his financial re- 
sources were increased, added to his possessions. 
During his business career he became quite well-to- 
do. He is still living in Union Grove, Wis, at 
the ripe old age of eighty-seven years and yet en- 
joys excellent health. His wife was called to her 
final rest in May, 1865, and her remains were in- 
terred in Union Grove Cemetery, where a beauti- 
ful monument has been erected to her memory. In 
politics Mr. Moe was a stanch Democrat for many 
years, but on the organization of the Republican 
party he became, and is yet, one of its stalwart 
supporters. An honored pioneer and respected 
citizen, he is widely known throughout the county 
and highly esteemed for his sterling worth. 

Six children were born unto Mr. and Mrs. Moe, 
four sons and two daughters: Miles, who is married 
and engages in general merchandising in Sioux 
Rapids, Iowa; Clarissa, wife of Alvin Barrows, a 
successful farmer of Yorkville Township; Stiles, 
whose name leads this sketch; Giles, who was 
graduated from the Bryant & Stratton’s Commer- 
cial College of Cleveland, Ohio, and was a man of 
fine scholarly attainments, became Principal of the 
Union Grove Schools, which position he was filling 
at the time of his death; Zelia Marian is the wife 
of Alonzo Bartholf,a resident farmer of Walworrh 
County; Orin, who wedded Miss L. Clark, is also 
engaged in agricultural pursuits, his home being in 
Burlington, Wis. 

Stiles Moe, who has long been identified with 
the mercantile interests of Union Grove, was 
reared as a farmer's son. He spent his boyhood 


days on the old homestead in Lorain County, Ohio, 
until he was ten years of age, when with his par- 
| ents he came to Racine County. The hardships and 
difficulties of pioneer life are not unknown to him 
and he aided in the arduous task of developing a 
For eight 
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and though the structure was built of logs excep- 
tionally good educational advantages were afforded 
therein. The teache:s were mostly Eastern gradu- 
ates of recognized ability, and all of the principal 
higher branches were taught. Miss Julia Bartholft, 
first wife of Mr. Moe’s brother, was the first teacher 
of the school. Many of the most prominent men 
in this county were there educated and the early 
. settlers may well have felt proud of their school. 
At the age of seventeen he began to learn the trade 
of a carpenter and joiner, which he followed for 
eight years, and during that time made his home 
with his parents. Many excellent buildings stand- 
ing to-day are his handiwork and his own store 


years he attended school at the White schoolhouse, | ular young ladies of Kenosha County and a 


! 


building, which he built and occupied in 1860and | 


which was his location for twelve years, is also to 
be seen at this writing. 

When twenty-five years of age Mr. Moe was 
united in marriage with Miss Grace Victoria 
Mather, who is a descendant of Cotton Mather,who 
figured so prominently in the early history of this 
country. She was born June 28, 1838, near the 
city of Toronto, Canada, and was educated in the 
district schools of this county and Racine. Her 
parents, James and Elizabeth (Pennington) Mather, 
are represented on another page. Dr. Thomas 


Pennington,an uncle of Mrs. Moe, was an eminent | 


physician of Liverpool, England, a man of great 
learning. He compiled some very able medical 


works and died a wealthy man. Her paternal uncle, | 


John Mather, held the position of superintendent 
of the State Industrial School at Waukesha, Wis., 
and was a member of the State Board of Charities. 
He is now deceased. 

The union of Mr. and Mrs. Moe was celebrated 
November 19, 1859, and unto them have been born 
three children, two sons and a daughter. The eld- 
est, Ernest Stiles, was born August 26, 1860, is a 
young man of high intellectual ability, who was 
graduated from the classical depatment of the State 
University in Madison after pursuing a six years’ 
course of study. He was also graduated from the 


bar. He is now President of and attorney for the 
Northwestern Collection Agency at Milwaukee. 
His wife was Miss Belle Williams, one of the pop- 


daughter of Lewis Williams, a wealthy farmer. 
She was graduated from the Normal School and is 
quite proficient in music. Their marriage was cel- 
ebrated July 30, 1891, and their home is in Mil- 
waukee; Newton Ardeene, who was born October 
2, 1864, was educated in the schools of Union 
Grove, passed the examination for the State Uni- 
versity and for three years pursued his studies in 
that institution. He was then called home on ac- 
count of the illness of his father, assuming sole 
charge of the business in Union Grove until his 
father’s convalescence, when he was made a part- 
ner. A year later the firm of S. Moe & Son opened 
a large dry-goods house in Clay Center, Clay 
County, Neb., of which he has since had charge. On 
the 2d of October, 1889, he married Miss Eliza Cal- 
lender, a native of Racine County, and unto them 
have been born two sons—Harold and Earl; Stella 
Grace, who completes the family, was born January 
3, 1874, and is-still at home with her parents. At 
present she isattending the Burlington High School. 
Excellent advantages for pursuing a musical edu- 
cation were afforded her and she is quite a proficient 
performer on both the piano and organ. She has 
also a fine voice and when at home is the organist 
in the Congregational Sunday-school. 

In his political affiliations, Mr. Moe is a Repub- 
lican. He cast his first Presidential vote for Abra- 
ham Lincoln and has faithfully upheld the princi- 
ples of the party, although he has never sought or 
desired political preferment. For the past three 
years he has been a member of the Board of Edu- 
cation and has used his influence toward securing 
competent teachers and the advancement of the 
best interests of the schools in this community. 
Both he and his wife are devoted members of the 
Congregational Church, and Mrs. Moe is connected 
with the Ladies’ Foreign Missionary Society. For 
over a quarter of a century Mr. Moe was leader of 
the choir of his church. He has always given gen- 
erously and liberally te the support of church and 


charitable work and has shared with others less 
Law School of Milwaukee and was admitted to the 


fortunate than himself the competence which has 
rewarded his efforts. On the firstof January, 1861, 
he began business in Union Grove on asmall scale 
as a general merchant. As the years passed a con- 
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stantly increasing trade caused a corressponding | 
increase in his facilities and he now carries the | 


largest -line of general merchandise of any in the | 


city, having a complete stock of dry-goods, boots | 


and shoes, fancy and staple groceries and all the | 


commodities which are demanded by a first-class 
country and town trade. 
annually. 
and ‘honest in all his dealings, Mr. Moe justly de- 
serves his success. He possesses the characteristics 
essential to successful business life, is sagacious and 
far-sighted, enterprising and progressive and does 
not neglect details. He is the owner of considera- 


counted one of the leading and substantial citizens 
of Union Grove, a position to which he has at- 
tained by his own efforts. 


AE te 


AMUEL THOMAS RICE. Among the eariy 
settlers of Kenosha County should be men- 
) tioned the gentleman whose name heads this 
sketch for he has resided within the borders 


His sales reach $20,000 | 
Courteous and pleasant in manner, fair | 


charging them for his services. When eighty- 
three he was at a spelling match where Webster’s 
Unabridged Dictionary furnished the words. Until 
he came West in 1883, he had never rode on a 
train. In politics he was a life-long Democrat. 

In the Rice family were five children, two sons 
and three daughters, of whom three are yet living. 
Our subject is the second in order of birth. His 
early life was passed upon a farm and his educa- 
tion was acquired in the district schools. He then 
engaged in teaching for four terms, after which he 
attended the Union village academy in Washing- 


ton County, N. V., and then followed teaching for 
ble other property besides his business and is ac- | 
| West, he came to Southport in 1841, and began to 
| work at the carpenter's trade, which he had fol- 


another period. Wishing to try his fortune in the 


lowed to a limited extent in the East, and for three 
years was thus employed. 

On the ist of May, 1842, in Southport, Mr. Rice 
led to the marriage altar Miss Matilda Judd,a 


| native of Caroline Township, Tompkins County, 


fora half century, his home being now inthe city | 


of Kenosha. His life record is as follows: 
born in the town uf Colwell, Warren County, N. 
Y., March 29, 1817, and is a son of Simon S. and 
Alsabeth (Harrington) Rice, the former a native 
of Washington, and the latter of Warren County, 
N. Y. His paternal grandfather came from Rhode 


Island and his wife whose maiden name was Anna | 


Stevens, was a native of Connecticut, although 
her ancestors came from England. Members of 
the family espoused the cause of Charles I and 
one of them was beheaded. On the maternal side 
our subject is of English and Welsh lineage. 

His parents were married in Warren County, N. 
Y. His mother came West ın 1848, and died in 


He was | 


N. Y., born April 8, 1826, and a daughter of James 
W. and Renda (Rich) Judd. The father was a 
native of Connecticut, and the mother of Tomp- 
kins County, N. Y. He was a distant relative of 
Orange Judd, the noted agricultural writer, and 
in 1841, hecame with his family to Southport, 
where he spent some years. He died near Garden 
City, Minn., in 1884, at the age of ninety. and Mrs. 
Judd died at the home of Mrs. Rice in 1881, in her 
eighty third year. The mother had been previously 
married and had two sons by the union. Four 
children were born unto Mr. and Mrs. Judd, of 
whom two sons and a daughter are yet living. 
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Rice have been born five child- 
ren—Orville A. enlisted as a recruit in January,1864, 
1864, in the 2nd Wisconsin Infantry at the age of 
nineteen, which regiment was in Sherman’s Army 


near Chattanooga. which moved out in the Atlanta 


| campaign shortly after he joined it. 


Jackson County, Wis., in 1887, at the advanced 


age of ninety-two years. The father died at the 
home of his son Samuel, in 1889,when nearly ninety- 
five years of age. Both were believers in Christian 
principles and lived upright lives. Until nearly 


a botanic doctor and did much for the poor, never 


He partici- 
pated in all the battles in which his regiment was 
engaged in that celebrated campaign in which the 
Second Wisconsin was distinguished for gallant 
conduct, at Atlanta he was transferred to the 


| Twenty-first Wisconsin as the decimated remains 
eighty years of age, Mr. Rice taught school. He was 


of the gallant Second was consolidated with 
that regiment. The Twenty-first was assigned 
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to the fourteenth army corps under the com- | born in Charlemont, August 7, 1820, and is de- 


mand of Major Gen. Jeff C. Davis, under 


whose command he was in Sherman’s march to the | 
sea, and through the Carolinas, and at the battle 
of Bentonville, and from a time dating shortly | 


after that, his friends have heard nothing of his 
fate,and the cause of his death and place of his 
burial are “unknown.”’ 


Edgar W. died at theage | 


of thirty-five years. Fred A, is a resident farmer | 


of Kenosha County. Inez is the wife of Rev. John 
Keller, a Lutheran minister, and is now in Pales- 


tine engaged as an artist and writer in which she | 


has become distinguished. Edith May isthe wife | of his life, his death occurring June 8, 1866. 


of H. $. Williams and is an actress. 


two hundred and forty.three acres in Paris Town- 
ship, to which he removed in 1845. He developed 
his land until it was one of the best farms in the 
county, but he abandoned farming in 1871, and has 


since made hishome in Kenosha, although he still | 


owns eighty-two acres of land adjoining the city 
limite. Politically he was a Freesoiler until the 
rise of the Republican party with which he has 
since been identified. A number of minor offices 
he has filled, the duties of which, it is needless to 
say, were faithfully and promptly discharged. Mr. 
Rice began life at the lowest round of the ladder 


of himself and his estimable wife. 
couple have been residents of Kenosha County for 
a half century and their years have been worthily 
spent, 


== 


ON. R. S. HOUSTON, who is engaged in 
farming and dairying on section 20, Pleas- 
ß ant Prairie Township, is one of the most 
prominent cıtizens of Kenosha County. 
With its history he has long been identified and 
in its progress and development he has ever borne 
an active part. Well does he deserve then, a 
representation in this volume, where is recorded 
the life work of the pioneer settlers, prominent busi- 
ness men and best citizens of the county. 
A native of Massachusetts, Mr. Houston was 


scended from good old Revolutionary stock. His 
paternal grandfather, John Houston, was a native 
of New Hampshire and the first male child born in 
Concord of Scotch-Irish parentage. He served his 
country in the Revolutionary War and died in 
Pelham, Mass. David Houston, father of our sub- 
ject, was born in Massachusetts, July 4, 1792, ac- 
quired a fair education and in his native State 
married Therza Upton, who was born in Massa- 
chusetts in 1798, He then located upon a farm 
where he reared his family and spent the remainder 
He 


| was an active member of the Methodist Church and 
In 1848 Mr. Rice purchased a tract of land of | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


a devoted Christian man, respected by all who 
knew him. Mrs. Houston survived her husband 
several years and died in 1887, at the advanced 
age of ninety. Her mother had also reached an 
advanced age, passing away March 7, 1874, only 
four days before her ninety-sixth birth-day. The 
parents of Mrs, Upton were Benjamin Flint, of 
Reading, Mass., and a daughter of Rev. Josiah 
Richardson, the first minister of Woburn, Mass. 
They were both born in 1746, were married in 
1768, and died in 1837, after a long married life 
of sixty-nine years. Both the paternal and ma- 


| ternal families from which our subject is descended 
and has become wealthy through the united efforts | 


This worthy | 


were early settlers of New England, and were 
represented in the Revolutionary War. 

R. $. Houston is the third in order of birth of 
six children, five sons and a daughter—Joseph U. 
whois now engaged in farming in Hawley, Mass.; 
Sumner D. was married and located in Charlemont, 
where his death occurred; Chester Flint who served 
as Deputy Warden in the State Penitentiary of 
Massachusetts for fourteen years, came West in 
1869, and for eighteen years was station agent at 
Union, III., on the Northwestern Railroad. He is 
now deceased. Hiram P. was reared and married 
in Massachusetts and settled in Connecticut. He 
wore the blue in the late war and was with Sher- 
man on his memorable March to the Sea. In 1871, 
he came to Kenosha County, Wis., and located in 
the town of Pleasant Prairie, where his death oc- 
curred. Eliza became the wife of Charles Crafts 
and died at her home in Massachusetts, in 1860. 

Only the advantages of the district schools were 
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afforded our subject in his youth but ho há dene 
a well educated man by reading, study aad obser- 
vation in later years. He and his brothers all 
worked in the factories of Massachusetts, during 
the early years of their lives, in fact Mr. Houston 
continued to be thus employed until 1857. In the 
town of Greenfield in his native county, he was 
married January 24, 1849, the lady of his choice 
being Mrs. Lucy M. Stone, daughter of Capt. Rufus 
Smith, a substantial farmer of Whately, Franklin 
County, Mass., and a Captain of the State Militia. 
The iady was also born in the old Bay State, where 
she was reared and educated. Mr. Houston and 
his wife came to the West in 1857, and located in 
Kenosha County, Wis. He purchased a partially 
improved farm in the town of Pleasant Prairie, 
comprising eighty acres, upon which he built a 
home and then, with characteristic energy, turned 
his attention to the care and cultivation of his land 
which was made to yield abundantly by his efforts. 
As his financial resources were increased he ex- 
tended the boundaries of his farm until now three 
hundred and seventy acres pay to him a golden tri- 
bute. This is a desirable place situated about seven 
miles from Kenosha, is well improved with an orch- 
ard, good residence and out-buildings and has all 
the other accessories of a model farm. Judging from 
his surroundings and the neatand thrifty appear- 
ance of the place we would say that Mr. Houston 
is one of the most success ful farmers of the county. 
He embarked in the dairy business in 1864, and 
continued in that line of trade until 1891, when 
he abandoned itand is now engaged in selling 
milk. 

Mr. Houston was originally a Jackson Democrat 
but on the organization of the Republican party 
he joined its ranks and with it was identified until 
after the close of the war, when he again joined 
the Democracy. Frequently has been called upon 
to serve in the positions of public honor and trust. 
He served as a member of the Board of Supervisors 
and filled other local offices and in the fall of 1873 
was elected to represent Kenosha County in the 
State Leyislature. During that term of service he was 
amember of the Committee on Railroads. In 1890, 
he was again elected to the General Assembly and 
served as a member of the Committee on Agri- 


2 


culture and on other committees of importance. 
With the School Board he has been connected for 
the long period of thirty-two years and has done 
efficient service for the cause of education. His 
public and private life are alike above reproach 
and every duty that has devolved upon him has 
been faithfully and honorably discharged. In 
religious belief both he and his estimable wife are 
Methodists. They have had no children of their 
own but have adopted and reared two orphan 
children who are now grown, one is of whom now 
married and has left home. In the thirty-four 
years that have passed since Mr. Houston came 
to the county he has formed a wide acquaintance 
and is favorably known throughout the community. 
He wins friends wherever he goes, for the many ex- 
cellencies of his character demand the respect and 
esteem of all with whom he comes in contact. 


“== o al fg * 


NA YRON A. BAKER, the pioneer attorney, 
j| who is yet a successful and prominent 
practitioner of Kenosha,was born in Cuya- 
hoga County, N. Y., October 26, 1839, and 
isa son of Elisha and Adeline R. (Bailey) Baker,also 
natives of the Empire State,where they were married 
and reared a family of four children, aìl of whom 
are yet living, as follows: Laura B., now the wife 
of A. T. Gould, of Somers Township, Kenosha 
County; Myron A. of this sketch; Frances A., wife 
of F. B. Dunning, of Madison, Wis.; and Warren 
E. a carpenter, living in Somers Township. The 
father of this family was cashier of a bank in Syra- 
cuse, N. Y., for many years. After coming to Wis- 
consin he engaged in farmingand was very suc- 
cessful in his undertakings. He departed this life 
June 6, 1856, and his wife who long survived him 
died in June, 1889. Their remains rest in the 
cemetery, at Sylvania, Racine County, where a 
monument has been erected to their memory. Mr. 
Baker was a stanch Republican and took a very 
active part in local politics. He held the office of 
Township Clerk for several years and at the time 
of the uprising in New York against Canada was 
Colonel of the regiment called the Silver Grays. 
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He was a personal friend and re of Millard 
Filmore, also of William H. Seward, Secretary of 
State under President Lincoln. A man of sterling 
worth and integrit y he had a host of warm friends 
and his death was mourned by many. 

We now take up the history of Myron A. Baker 
who is so well and favorably known throughout 
this county. He acquired his education in the dis- 
trict schools until sixteen years of age, when he 
entered the Kenosha schools, and finished the com- 
mon branches of learning. Ilaving spent some 
time at the State University of Madison, he re- 
turned home and further continued his studies in 
the law office of E. W. Evans and later of J. J. Pet- 
tit, being admitted to the barin May, 1862. Some 
time previous be had completed his studies but his 
enlistment for service in the late war interferred 
with his admission to the bar. 
first volunteers in Wisconsin, becoming a member 
of Company G, First Wisconsin Infantry,in April, 
1861. On a certain Sunday in that month on re- 
turning from church, he found a notice tacked on 
office stairs which told him that war had begun. 
Hastily eating his dinner, he in company with 
Levi Howland started out in the country to find 
men to form a company and by Monday night, 
had secured forty recruits. An incident or two 


connected with Mr. Baker’s first experience as a | 


soldier are especially interesting and go to show 
the metal of the man. Before going to Milwaukee 
to be sworn into service he was told that he would 
not be accepted on account of a sightless eye. Not 
wishing to be rejected from the service, he went 
to Chicago had an occulist put in an cyeand then 
repaired to Milwaukee where he was examined by 
a regular army examining officer who prided him- 
self upon his skill in detecting blemishes. Mr. 
Baker was examined, pronounced sound and sworn 
into service. The facts in the case soon reached 
the examiner's ear, and he recalled Mr. Baker to 
ascertain if itcould be possible. On finding that it 
was even true, he replied that hecould not reject 
him then and if he could he would not. He 
realized that a man withsuch grit would make a 
better soldier than one with perfect vision, lacking 
courage. After being mustered into service the 
regiment remained at Milwaukee some four weeks, 


He was one of the | 


drilling and preparing for the field. One evening 
several of the regimental officers drove out to try 
the boys on guard duty. Of course the order to 
the guards was to let no one pass without giving 
the countersign. After driving past several guards 
they came to Mr. Baker's beat and on his demand- 
ing the countersign they feigned to be indignant 
that a private should make a demand of his officer. 
He was threatened with arrest and finally the Lieu- 
tenant Colonel alighted from the carriage and 
started to pass the line anyhow whereupon Mr. 
Baker promptly prodded him with his bayonet. 
The countersign was then given and away the 
officers rode leaving threats behind them. Mr. 
Baker began to have some misgivings as to whether 
he had done right, but somehow he felt that “no 
one’’ meant them. The next morning two men were 
sent to arrest him and take him to headquarters. 
What was his surprise to find that a banquet and 
complimentary speeches were in reserve for him in- 
stead of punishment. 

Mr. Baker served for three months as a private 
and received a gunshot wound in the first battle 
in which he was engaged, and then returned to his 
home, remaining until 1864, when he went to 
Memphis, Tenn. the location of the Thirty-third 
Wisconsin Infantry, to visit his brother Warren E. 
who served for three years as one of the boys in 
blue. Continuing there until after the fall of 


| Vicksburg, Mr. Baker returned to Kenosha on the 


6th of July, 1864 and resumed practice asa lawyer. 
In 1866 he formed a partnership with Judge Web- 
ster, which connection continued until the election 
of Mr. Baker as District Attorney in 1870. He 
served his full term, was re-elected and served for 
the two succeeding years. After an interval of 
two years he was again elected District Attorney, 
which position he has held altogether for twelve 
years. At the same time he continued the practice 
of law andin 1873 resumed partnership with Judge 
Webster. their business relations continuing until 
the deathof the latter. Since being associated in 
practice for three years with George Warvelle, Mr. 
Baker has been alone in the prosecution of the legal 
profession. He has held the office of Court Com- 
missioner and is at present Notary Public. 

On July 1, 1868, Mr. Baker married Rachel F. 
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Dae, wi was burn in Salons Towsship, Keno- 
sha County, on May 30, 1843, and is a daughter 
of Daniel C. and Sylvia (Maynard) Burgess. Her 
parents were of English extraction and were na- 
tives of the Empire State. Emigrating westward 
in 1837, they became pioneer settlers of Kenosha 
County, where Mr. Burgess followed farming. He 
died in 1876 and his wife in 1889. He and his wife 
were prominent and highly respected people. Un- 
to Mr. and Mrs. Baker have been born seven 
children——Myron B., who is now a student m 
Harvard College, preparing for general literary 
work: Norman L. graduated from the Kenosha 
High School and is now studying law with his 
father; Robert V. was also graduated from the High 
School of Kenosha; Almeda I., Addie B., and 
Portia Eudora complete the family. 

Mr. Baker is a stanch supporter of Republican 
principles, especially on the school question. In 
the public positions he has been called upon to fill 
he has proved a faithful officer, ever discharging 
his duties with promptness and fidelity. Socially 
he is a Knight Templar Mason, a member of the 
Grand Army of the Republic and of the Knights 
of Pythias. Not in years of service alone is Mr. 
Baker a leader in the legal profession but also in 
successful practice. He possessed the ability to 
become an excellent lawyer and by his own exer- 
tions has won the encomiums that are bestowed 
upon an able practitioner. Throughout the com- 
munity he is widely known and ranks as high in 
social as in professional circles. 
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Wo= DWARD E. MILLS. Racine County has 

= reason to be proud of many of her sons 
AG who have achieved distinction and success 
in the various walks of life and among these should 
be mentioned the gentleman whose name heads 
this sketch, a prominent young lawyer of Burling- 
ton. He was born in Raymond Township, Septem- 
ber 3, 1858. His father, John Mills, was a native 
of the old Bay State and as a farmer's son his boy- 
hood days were spent. His educational privileges 
were only those of a common school but he was 


ambitious to ladra 20 sado a most of his een 
becoming a teacher, which profession he success- 
fully followed for a number of years. He after- 
wards became a student of the legal profession and 
for a time practiced law in Wisconsin. Mr. Mills 
come to this State in 1839, when it was yet a Ter- 
ritory, locating in Raymond Township, Racine 
County. Remnants of the Fox and Black Hawk 
tribes of Indians were still to be seen here and the 
entire country was ina wild and unimproved statc. 
He resided upon the farm until his death which 
occurred in 1863; the widow and family afterwards 
removed to Racine in 1866. In politics he was an 
old-line Whig and was honored with several local 
offices. His worth and integrity made him an es- 
teemed citizen of the community and his death 
was mourned by many friends. In Racine Ceme- 
tery his remains were interred. The mother of 
our subject, whose maiden name was Diantha Web- 
ber, was born near Boston, Mass., where her girl- 
hood days were spent until twelve years of age, at 
which time she came to Racine County, Wis., 
with her parents, the trip being made by the way 
of the Great Lakes. They reached Racine in 1838, 
and as there was no pier at that place, all passen- 
gers were landed in small boats. Her parents, Lor- 
ing and Sarah (Upten) Webber, were also natives 
of Massachusetts, descended from sturdy New Eng- 
land families. Among the earliest settlers of Ray- 
mond Township they are numbered and with the 
history of the community they are inseparably 
eonnected for they did much for its advancement 
and upbuilding. At length they passed away and 
a beautifal monument in the cemetery of Raymond 
Township marks their last resting place. Both 
died at the age of ninety-three years, the wife in 
the year following the death of her husband. 
Their married life covered the period of seventy- 
one years and they who had so long been united 
on this earth where not separated long by death. 
Our subject has in his possession as a cherished 
memento an old arm chair which belonged to his 
grandfather. It is highly prized, not for moneyed 


value, but for the many pleasant assocations which 
cluster around it. He also has an old clock similar 
in workmanship to that of which Longfellow sang 
It was always 


in “The Old Clock on the Stairs.“ 


the pride of his grandfather who gave it the great- 
est care and attention and fifteen minutes before the 
death of Mr. Webber it stopped. Since that time 
it has never again tolled off each passing moment. 

Edward E. Mills is the youngest of the family 
of five children, numbering three sons and two 
daughters. The eldest, May, dicd when only three 
years old. About five o’clock one afternoon she 
strayed away from home and was lost in the woods. 
Search was made every where but no traces were 
discovered until three days had passed when the 
lifeless body of the little one was found. William 
A., who married Lydia N. Rogers, and was Chief 
of Police in Racine, died at the age of forty years; 
Frank R., who was married and formerly acted as 
foreman in the paint shop of the Mitchell Wagon 
Company, died at the age of thirty-seven years. 
Rosaltha is also deceased. 

Edward E. Mills, the youngest of the family, 
spent the first eight years of his life on his father’s 
farm then removed his family to Racine, where 
he resided until he had attained his majority. 
After graduating from the High School of that city 
he. began the study of law with Hon. H. V. Van 
Pelt, now Attorney General of South Dakota, with 
whom he remained for two years, when he success- 
fully passed the examination and was admitted to 
the bar of Wisconsin in 1882. The following year 
he entered upon the practice of his chosen profes- 
sion, swinging his shingle to the breezes in Bur- 
lington in January, 1883. As is the case with most 
lawyers, his exchecquer was not very plentifully 
supplied but he possessed industry, enterprise and 
a determination to succeed. Thus he has worked 
his way upward, attaining a reputation which 
many an older practitioner might well envy. 

A marriage ceremony performed in Chicago, on 
the 10th of February, 1891, united the destinies 
of Mr. Mills and Miss Julia Henderson of that city. 
In the public schools of Chicago Mrs. Mills was 
educated, also pursued a course in music and is a 
lady of culture and refinement, whose hospitable 
home is ever a favorite resort with their many 
friends. Her parents, Joseph and Elizabeth (Earle) 
Henderson, were early settlers of Chicago, where 
the husband successfully engaged in business for 
some years. His home and store were destroyed 
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by the great fire in that city in October, 1871, but 
he immediately rebuilt and had the first building 
ready for rental on the north side. He was a 
member of the Episcopal Church and died in Chi- 
cago at the age of fifty-six years. Mrs. Henderson 
is still living in the city which has been her home 
since 1849, and she too is a member of the Episco- 
pal Church. 

In political sentiment, Mr. Mills is a stalwart 
Republican, has been delegate to the Congressional 
and State conventions of his party and is an un- 
tiring worker in its interests. His first presiden- 
tial vote was cast for Hon. R. B. Hayes. Socially 
he is a member of the Odd Fellows’ Society and 
the Modern Woodmen Lodge. He also holds 
membership with the Congregational Church of 
Burlington and Mrs. Mills is a member of an Epis- 
copal Church, of Chicago. 
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in Hull, England, and when about eighteen 

years of age crossed the Atlantic to New York, 
whence he afterward worked his way to Ohio, ar- 
riving in the Buckeye State about 1829, He never 
attended school and the education he obtained 
was therefore acquired by his own efforts in any 
way possible. He was an orphan boy and one oc- 
casion he heard the family with whom he lived 
say that they could not keep him longer, but must 
send him to the workhouse. He then ran away, 
got on board a vessel and worked his way over to 
this country. Here he secured employment with 
a Mr. Seoville, who kept a public house, and so 
faithfully did the young man labor that his em- 
ployer helped him to secure a horse, which he 
would hire out at fifty cents per day. Another 
horse he afterward purchased, then a buggy, and 
about 1830 he went into the livery business in 
Cleveland, where he continued until 1842, when 
he came to Wisconsin and located in Racine. For 
about two years he engaged in the forwarding 
business and then embarked in the lumber busi- 
ness in company with his friend, N. Pendleton, 
getting their lumber from Two Rivers. After 


IE TAYLOR, deceased, was born in 1809, 
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two years he became associated with Daniel Slau- | toward establishing and maintaining the asylum. 
son, one of Racine County’s pioneers, and they | 
went to Kewanee County, Wis., where they located | 
many thousand acres of timber land and spent the | 


winter in the snow. 
the effects of that winter’s work. They manu- 


Both lost their health from | 


factured lumber there which they shipped to the | 


market, and Mr. Taylor continued in this line 


until 1863, when he confined himself to invest- | 
ments in Chicago, which proved to be very valu- | 


able. ile died in Racine in November, 1865. 
Mr. Taylor took an active interest in political 


affairs, supporting the Whig and then the Repub- | 


lican party, but never sought office. He was 
actively interested in every public enterprise cal- 
culated to benefit the community and was a sup- 
porter of Racine College. When he died, his 
will made many years before, gave all his prop- 
erty to his wife, which amounted to over $300,000. 
His wife, Emeline Martin, to whom he was mar- 
tied near Cleveland, was a native of Ohio and a 
daughter of Abner and Lucy (Buckingham) Mar- 
tin, who emigrated to Ohio in an early day. 
father was of Irish and her mother of English de- 
scent, and their family numbered thirteen children. 


Mr. Taylor during his last hours was not able | 


to make a new will, but he and his wife had often 
talked over the disposition that they should make 
of their estate. The project of establishing an 
orphan asylum had been favorably talked of and 


practically decided upon, but Mr. Taylor was | 


taken away before any definite action was car- 
ried out. 
ideas of her husband, but as she died in Novem- 
ber, 1866, no time was given her to do so except 
by a will which provided that $65,000 be given to 
Racine Coilege,$5,000 to Nashotah College,$30,000 
to an adopted daughter, $175,000 to relatives, 


$30,000 to an orphan asylum, and if any should | 


remain after the above donations had been made 
it should also be added to the fund for building 
the asylum. She chose three executors to see 
that the provisions of the will should be faith- 
` fully carried out. Upon one of the executors, J. 
H. Kelley, almost the entire burden of settling the 
estate fell. Through his judicious management 
the estate was enabled to give in all %250,000 


Her | 


His widow was anxious to execute the | 


In 1867 the work of building the Taylor Orphan 
Asylum was begun, and five years later was com- 
pleted. According to the provisions of the will the 
institution is opened to the reception of all orphan 
children of Racine County, and such other poor, 
neglected and destitute children as the managers 
may agree to receive. Though Mr. and Mrs. Tay- 
lor have no children of their own, through this in- 
stitution they have become foster parents to many. 


| Here those who would have been a burden to so- 


ciety and ultimately become vagabonds, are reared 
and educated, growing into men and women who 
will benefit and ornament society. Too much 
praise could scarcely be bestowed on this worthy 
couple, not only for the princely gift, but also for 
the philanthropic spirit which caused them to, re- 
member, in a manner so beneficial, the destitute, 
outcast and forsaken little ones. The building is 
certainly a monument to their memory, and one 
that will stand for ages to come, telling to all who 
look upon it of the noble lives of Mr. and Mrs. 
Taylor. 


) physician and surgeon in Racine County 
in years of practice, is the venerable gen- 
tleman whose name heads this sketch. 

Fifty-two years ago he embarked upon his chosen 
profession, and his knowledge and skill have been 
recognized far and near, but it is as an naturalist 
that he has won the most enviable reputation which 
indeed is world wide. The record of his life will 
doubtless be received with great interest by many 
of our readers. 

The Doctor is a native of Richland County, 
Ohio. He was born November 3, 1816, and he was 
the second white boy whose birth occurred in Mans- 
field. He traces his ancestry back to William Hoy, 
who was one of three brothers of Scouh descent 
that adhered to the cause of James, “the Preten- 
der,“ and on account of its failure came to America 
in 1746. The immediate cause of their leaving the 
North of Ireland, was the violation of a law requir- 
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ing every one to be at home = nine 8 at 


night. The brothers were out later than that hour 
and when an officer demanded an excuse they made 
answer by giving him a sound flogging. The New 
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year previous. Upon his graduaticn he . an 
office in New Haven, Ohio, where he continued 
until 1846, which year witnessed his arrival in Ra- 


| cine, where he has lived and labored since. 


World had great attractions for them just then, and | 


they boarded a vessel ready to sail. One located in 
Pennsylvania, another returned to the mother coun- 


try, while William settled where he is now located | 


in Argyle, Washington County, N. Y. 
ried a Miss Guthrie, who came from the North of 
Ireland, sailing on the same vessel in which her 
husband crossed the Atlantic. They had three chil- 
dren. William Hoy, lame from boyhood, did not 


brothers did and were valiant soldiers for the cause | 


of freedom. 
Capt. William Hoy, the father of our subject, 


He mar- | 


Dr. Hoy is a member of the following societies: 
the American Medical Association; a Fellow of the 
American Association of the Advancement of 
Science; the Entomological of France, and is corres- 
pondent forthe Philadelphia Academy of Science. 


| To the literature of his profession he has contribu- 
| ted many valuable articles, and has studied care- 


fully and written much on the natural history of 


| Wisconsin. He has in.his possession the finest col- 
serve in the War for Independence, but both of his 


lection of birds, fishes, reptiles, insects and bird's 
nests and eggs collected from one locality in the 


| world, and the great majority of them have been 


was born in Salem, Washington County, N. ., in 


1768, and on reaching man’s estate wedded Mary 
Gray, a Scotch lady, by whom he had six children. 
After her death he was united in marriage with 
Saralr Drown, a lady of English descent. Capt. 
Hoy was a carpenter by trade, and an excellent 
workman in that line. It used to be the custom to 


put a building together before it was raised to see ' 
if all parts would fit, and he was one of the first to | 
deviate from this old established rule. In the War | 
of 1812, he commanded a company which he led | 


in the battle of Plattsburg. In 1814 he removed 


to Mansfield, Ohio, then a town containing only a | 
few log cabins, and in that piace he erected! many | 
frame buildings, also the first court house in the | 


county. Both he and his wife were Covenanters, 
though not of the strictést sect. Honest and con- 
acientious they lived lives worthy of imitation. 
Capt. Hoy died in Mansfield in 1838, and Mrs. Hoy 
in Missouri at the advanced age of eighty-two 
years. 

The Doctor is the on!y surviving member of his 
father’s family. In early life he had the best edu- 


secured with his own hands. So celebrated has his 
collection become, that such noted men as Dr. 
Brehm, of Germany and Drs. Henry Seebohn and 
R. F. Nichols, of England have visited this coun- 
try in order to see it and nearly all the noted or- 
nothologists of the United States have solicited a 
like privilege of viewing the collection. For four 
years Dr. Roy was Fish Commisioner of Wisconsin, 
and did much excellent work in that line. When 
the State geological survey was made Dr. Hoy was 
honored with the appointment as naturalist of the 
expedition, and his work in that line is of inestim- 
able value to the student. For three years he was 
President of the Wisconsin Academy of Arts, 
Science and Letters. 

It was in New Haven, Ohio, that Dr. Hoy wed- 
ded Miss Mary Austin, a native of Massachusetts, 
and a daughter of Deacon Austin, one of the 


| early settlers of the Buckeye State. The lady was 


cational advantages the community afforded, re- | 


ceiving a classical education. 
of age he commenced the study of medicine under 
Dr. Alexander McCoy, and subsequently was a pri- 
vate student to Dr. Reuben Mussay. In 1840 he 
was graduated from the Ohio Medical College of 
Cincinnati, Ohio, but had practiced for nearly a 


When twenty years | 


born March 29, 1824, and died in 1872, in the faith 
of the Presbyterian Church, of which she was a 
consistent and earnest member, and to which the 
Doctor has been a liberal contributor. They be- 
came parents of three children: Dr. A. H. Hoy, a 
prominent physician of Racine, who is represented 
on another page of this volume; Jennie R., wife 

of William H. Miller, of Racine; and Philo R., Jr., 
who is Secretary and Treasurer of the Franklin 
Electric Light Company of Chicago. All of the 
children are highly respected members of society 
and are worthy of their parentage. 


Like most men of learning and true worth, Dr. 


Hoy is unostentatious in manner, yet is very affa- | 


ble. To meet him and hear him converse, inspires 
one with a deeper love of nature, and a greater ad- 
miration for intellectual attainments. Now sev- 
enty-five years of age, he is spending his declining 
years in well earned retirement. Few men are 
more widely or favorably known than Dr. Hoy, 
who has so long made his home in Racine, and 
been identified with 1ts best interests. 
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Non R. JONES, dealer in paints, oils, wall 
paper, lamps, glass, etc.,in Racine, has been 

a resident of this city for over thirty-five 

J) years and during that time has become gen- 
erally known throughout the county. He was 
born in Cemmaes, Montgomeryshire, Wales, Octo- 
ber 7, 1840, and is a son of William Jones, a native 
of the same shire, where he grew to manhood and 
married Miss Anna Lewis, who was born in the 
same locality as her husband. William Jones was 
an extensive farmer and at one time was quite well 


DZ 


off but financial misfortunes overtook him so that | 


aside from giving his two sons good educational 
advantages he was unable to aid them. In 1856 
the family sailed for the United States, reaching 
Racine in July. Here Mr. Jones and his wife spent 
their last days, the former reaching the age of sev- 


enty-five years and the latter, who was a member | 


of the Welsh Presbyterian Church, lived to be about 
sixty-seven years old. The brother of our subject, 
the only other member of the family, died in Ra- 
cine when about forty years old. He had never 
married. 

John R. Jones received excellent educational 
advantages in his native country. Having com- 
pleted a preparatory course he started to college, 
but not comprehending what an advantage all 
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that study and drill would be, he unceremoniously | 
left school and after coming to Racine had to be- | 


gin the great struggle for subsistance, so that fur- 


venture was as an apprentice to the painter's trade, 
which he followed some four years, when he secured 


a position as a clerk in the paint and oil establish- 
ment of Langlois & Robilliard, who still continue 
that business in Racine. 

However, during the progress of the late war 
our subject abandoned all commercial interests 
and offered his services to his country, enlisting on 
the 9th of August, 1862, in Company F, Twenty- 
second Wisconsin Infantry. His regiment under 
command of Col. Utley, joined Sherman's Army 
and Mr. Jones participated in all the battles in 
which his regiment was engaged on the historic 
Atlanta campaign. After the fall of that city he, 
with others unable to march, was sent to Chatta- 
nooga, where he remained some time in order to 
regain his health and strength. Having joined his 
comrades at Goldsboro, N. C., he went on to Wash- 
ington and after participating in the Grand Review, 
the most wonderful military pageant ever seen in 
this country, he was honorably discharged June 28, 
1865. 

When the war was over Mr. Jones returned to 
Racine and accepted his old position with 
Langlois & Son, with whom he remained until 1876, 
when he was elected County Treasurer and for 
three years in succession held that responsible po- 
sition. In 1883 Mr. Jones went on the road for 
the Chicago firm or Heath & Milligan, dealers in 
paints, remaining in their employ until 1885, when 
he embarked in business for himself in his present 
line, He is wide-awake and enterprising and as a 
result has built up a good trade. 

On the 20th of May, 1869, Mr. Jones wedded 
Miss Ellen, the eldest daughter of James and Janet 
(Hughes) Pugh, their union being celebrated in 
Racine. The lady was one of the first girls born 
of Welsh parentage, in the town, her birth occur- 
ring October 22, 1844. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Jones 
have been born two children, a son and a daughter: 
John R. Jr., who assists his father in the store; and 
Anna L. Both husband and wife are members of 
the Welsh Presbyterian Church. 

In his social relations Mr. Jones is a Modern 
Woodman, a member of the Fraternal Alliance and 


_ a Knight Templar Mason, belonging to Racine 
ther schooling was out of the question. His first | 


Lodge, No. 18, A. F. & A. M., of which he was 
Secretary for a number of years; Orient Chapter, 
No. 12,R. A. M.; and Racine Commandery, No. 7, 
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K. T. In patel ae sentiment he ‘oa Republican | 


who keeps himself well informed concerning po- 
litical affairs. His time and energy are given to his 
business, in which he has met with most excellent 
success. Through his business and official relations 
Mr. Jones has beeome widely known throughout 
the county and his honorable dealing and fsithful- 
ness in public duty have won him general esteem 
and confidence. 
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EORGE YULE, who is connected with one 

G of the leading industries of Kenosha, being 

vice-President and Superintendent of the 

Bain Wagon Company, is a self-made man. In 

business circles he ranks high, and is well deserving 

of representation in this volume. His life record is 
as follows. 

Mr. Yule was born in Aberdeenshire, Scotland, 
on the 31st of August, 1824, and is one of eight | 
children. His father, Alexander Yule, was also | 
born in Aberdeenshire, as was his mother, who bore 
the maiden name of Margaret Leeds. She died in 
her native land, and the father afterward again 
married. In 1840, with his wife and eight children, 
he crossed the Atlantic to Quebec, Canada, reach- 
ing that city six weeks and four days after leav- 
ing his native land, and in July of the same year 
he arrived in Southport, Wis. There was then no 
pier and they were landed by a lighter. Mr. Yule 
embarked in farming in Somers Township, where 
he made his home until his death. In the old coun- 
try he belonged to the Scotch Presbyterian Church, 
and in politics was asupporter of the Republican 
principies. 

George Yule, whose name heads this sketch, ac- 
quired his education in the land of his nativity, 
and for three years engaged with his father in ope- 
rating the home farm. When nineteen he served 
a two year’s apprenticeship with Henry Mitchell, 
receiving 85 per month in compensation for his 
services. We thus see that he began at the very 
bottom but by indomitable energy and ceaseless ac- 
tivity he has worked his way upward. Soon after 


Mr. Bain had purchased the wagon factory estab- . 


17 


lished by Mr. Mitchell, he selected Mr. . Yale, whe 
was then working as a journeyman, to superintend 
the works, which position he has since filled, and 
upon the organization of the Bain Wagon Com- 
pany, he was made vice-President. The factory 
then turned out some three hundred wagons per 
year and employed about forty bands, but now em- 
ployment is given to about three hundred and fifty 
hands, and the annual output of the concern is 
about thirteen thousand wagons. This establish- 
ment is unique in that they have never employed 
an attorney at law or a travelling salesman. Mr. 
Yule is also connected with other manufacturing 
industries in the State. 

On the Ist of January, 1848, in Kenosha, was 
celebrated the marriage of George Yule and Cath- 
erine Mitchell, sister of Henry Mitchell, the noted 
wagon manufacturer of Racine. The lady isa 
native of Fifeshire, Scotland, and unto Mr. Yule 
and his estimable wife have been born six children, 


| two of whom are yet living—George, Assistant Su- 


perintendent of the Bain Wagon Company, and 
William, whois shipping clerk for the company. 


| The boys are both college bred, the former having 


been educated at Ann Arbor, Mich., and the latter 
at Beaver Dam, Wis. The mother is a member of 
the Baptist Church and a lady whose excellencies 
of character have won her many friends. 

Mr. Yule is a Republican in politics and by his 
first Presidential vote supported Fremont when 
there were only fifteen Freesoil votes cast in the 
ward in which he resided. He was the first Repub- 
lican Alderman from the First Ward, but has never 
been an Office seeker, preferring to devote his time 
and attention to his business. Mr. Yule has the 
satisfaction of knowing that what he possesses has 
come through his own efforts. He is ranked as one 
of the wealthy citizens of Kenosha, as well as one 
of its honored pioneers. 


— — — — 


== DWARD DOOLEY. Among the skilled 
mechanic of Racine must be mentioned the 
1% gentienan whose name heads this sketch, 
as he was for nincteen years a machinist in the 
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shops of the J. I. Case Threshing Mackie Gon- 
pany and is now employed in the shops of the 
Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad Company. 


of July, 1840, and isa son of John and Mary 


| 
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| and feels an interest in the success of his party, 
but has never sought or desired public office, hav- 


| ing always devoted his entire time and attention 
Mr. Dooley was born in New York City on the 9th | 


trade. 


Dooley. His parents were born in Kilkenny, Ire- 


land, and the mother came to America about 1832, 
four years previous to the arrival of the gentleman 
who became her husband. They were married in 
New York where they made their home through- 
out their lives. Both are now deceased. 

The subject of this sketch learned the machinist's 
trade in his native city, working on general and 
marine machine work. In 1867 he left the East 
and came to Racine, securing employment in the 
reaper works of Thomas Falvey. Later he worked 
for Freeman & Davis, and still later was employed 
by A. P. Dickey. In June, 1870, he began work 
in the machine shops of J. I. Case & Co., now the 
J. L Case Threshing Machine Company, and 
worked on the first threshing machine engine 
made by that firm. He continued with that com- 
pany until January, 1889, and from 1881 until 
that date was foreman of the machine shops. After 
leaving that company he was employed for two 
years with the Jager Manufacturing Company or 
until their financial embarrassment threatened to 


close their works, when he quit and went to Mil- 


waukee. There he found employment in the ma- 


| County, that State. 


chine shops of that city for a few months, after | 


which he returned to Racine and engaged with the 
Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad Company 
in the Racine Machine shops. 

On the 14th of February, 1865, in New York 
City, Mr. Dooley was united in the holy bonds of 


matrimony with Miss Margaret Barry, a native of | 


to the discharge of his duties in the line of his 
He is known as a skillful and faithful 
workman and while employed as foreman several 
years was respected for his ability and unswerving 
attention to duty. 
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J SOTHORON KEECH, M. D., is a prominent 
and rising young physician and surgeon of 
y Racine who has attained an enviable place 
SY, among his professional brethren and well 
deserves representation in this volume. He is a 
native of Maryland, his birth having occurred on 
the 4th of March, 1861, in Bryantown, Charles 
His father, Dr. William $. 
Keech, also a native of Charles County, Md., was 
born in 1805, and was graduated from the Colum- 
bian University of Washington, D. C., with the 
degree of M. D. in 1834. He became a leading 
physician of Southern Maryland and died Novem- 
ber 6, 1884. The mother of.our subject, whose 
maiden name was Olivia Tinsdale Wiley, was born 
near the city of Baltimore and is a daughter of the 
Rev. John Wiley, a distinguished Episcopal clergy- 
man of Maryland. She survives her husband and 
still resides on the old homestead in Charles 
County. 
The subject of this sketch was reared to man- 


| hood ın the State of his nativity and was educated 


England, born in London of Irish parentage. Mrs. | 
Dooley died in Racine on the 7th of February, | 
1883, leaving five children to mourn her loss, | 
namely: Daniel E., the eldest, who married Miss | 
Louisa Dubuque, and is now employed as a ma- | 
chinist in the rolling mills at Bay View, Milwau- | 


kee; Mary Agnes, Ellen T., Margaret and Edward, 
all of whom reside at home. Mr. Dooley and his 
children are members of the Roman Catholic 
Church, to which his wife also belonged. 


principally in Charlotte Hall Military Academy of 
St. Mary's County, Md., from which institution he 
was graduated in the Class of '81. He also at- 
tended St. John’s College and in the fall of 1885,as 
a student, entered the University of Maryland. 
After pursuing the prescribed course of study he 
was graduated in the spring of 1888 with the degree 
of M.D. He now only needed experience to make 


| an excellent physician. On receiving his degree he 
| came at once to Racine, Wis., and entered upon 
| the practice of his profession in this city. The 
date of his arrival was March, 1888. So well did 
In his political views our subject is a Democrat / he prosper in his practice that on the 29th of April, 
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a year later, > was RR City 8 aud hie 
been twice re-elected to that office. 

Dr. Keech is a Democrat in political faith and 
in his religious belief an Episcopalian. He isa 
member of Council No. 448, National Union, for 
which he is examining physician and surgeon. 
He has been quite successful in his practice and is 
rapidly building up a good business and winning 
a favored place in the ranks of his profession. 

The Doctor's family on his father’s side was 
founded in Maryland in 1650 by an English emi- 
grant and became numerous and influential in that 
State. In the late war they were somewhat divided, 
a portion of the male members serving under the 
stars and stripes and others following the stars and 
bars. Both were true to their convictions of duty 
and many of them now sleep in soldiers’ graves. 


WUDGE JOHN T. WENTWORTH, one of 

l the prominent and self-made men of Racine, 
AN | Claims New York as the State of his nativity, 
CY his birth having occurred in Saratoga 
County, March 30, 1820. About the middle of 
the seventeenth century William Wentworth came 
from England to America and settled in New 
Hampshire, becoming the founder of the family. 
John Wentworth, Governor of the Granite State, 
was one of his direct descendants, and “Long 
John” Wentworth, of Chicago, was of the same fam- 
ily. The father of our subject, John Wentworth, 
was born near the dividing line between New 
Hampshire and Maine and after attaining to ma- 
ture years, wedded Mary Brown, a native of Rhode 
Island. Removing to Saratoga County, N. Y., he 
there died when our subject was about two years 
old. In the family were five children, a son and 
four daughters, of whom the Judge is the youngest, 
and the 6nly one now living. 

He whose name heads this sketch was educated 
in Union College, Schenectady, N. Y., and gradu- 
ated in the Class of 46. Among his class-mates 
were Gov. John T. Huffman, of New York; J. M. 
Gregory, of Michigan ; James Rankin, President of 
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loben College; H. B. Silliman, President of Ham- 
ilton College; Peter V. Vedder, and Prof. Welch. 
On the completion of his literary education, Mr. 
Wentworth began reading law with William A. 
Beach of Saratoga Springs, and in 1850 was ad- 
mitted to the bar. For about two years he en- 
gaged in practice in Saratoga Springs, and then 
sought the West as a better field for his labors. 


| Chicago was the place of his location and he en- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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gaged in practice in that city four years, when in 
1856 he went to Geneva Lake, Walworth County, 
Wis. The following year he was elected District 
Attorney, and in 1859 was re-elected. The position 
of Clerk of the Circuit Court, to which he was 
elected in 1870, he held for over five years, and 
while still the incumbent was elected Circuit 
Judge, being chosen to fill a vacancy of two and 
a half years. Afterward he was elected to the 
office and in all served as Circuit Judge eight and 
a half years, his circuit comprising Walworth, 
Kenosha and Racine Counties—being the First 
Judicial Circuit. His term of office expired in 
1884. In 1877 Judge Wentworth removed to 
Racine, where he has since made his home. He 
has been Circuit Court Commissioner for ten years 
and for some time has been United States Court 
Commissioner. 

In Saratoga County, N. Y., October 4, 1852, the 
Judge was united in marriage with Miss Frances 
McDonnell, a lady born in Saratoga County. Four 
children were born unto them—John T., Jr., an 
attorney at law, who graduated from Yale College 
in the Class of ’79; Thomas M., who died in 
April, 1882, just two months before graduating 
from Yale. A diploma, however, was conferred 
upon him. Mary is the next younger, and Jane is 
the wife of Charles A. Corwin. 

Judge and Mrs. Wentworth are members of the 
Presbyterian Church, and in political sentiment he 
is a stalwart supporter of the Republican party, in 
the success of which he is deeply interested. 
Socially he is a Knight Templar Mason, belonging 
to Geneva Lodge, of which be was Master; Geneva 
Chapter, of which he was High Priest, and Racine 
Commandery, No. 7,K.T. In 1865 he was elected 
Grand Master of the State, and two years previous 
was made Grand Senior Warden. He is also a 


TER of the State Bar Ae 
Wentworth has occupied some official 
during almost his entire residence in Wisconsin, 
and the duties of each have been faithfully and 


position 


conscientiously performed. He has thus won the 
confidence and esteem of all interested, and his 
friends throughout the community are many. We 
have said that he is a self-made man and we again 
repeat it, for without aid. and by his own efforts 
he has risen to a proud position. 
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M  PALTER C. PALMER, a prominent young 
W lawyer of ability, engaged in the practice 
V of his chosen profession in Racine, is a 
native of Racine County. He was born in Water- 
ford, Wis., on the 8th of October, 1858, and is a 
representative of one of the pioneer families of 
the county, his father, Nelson H. Palmer, having 
located here in an early day. Having completed 
his literary education in the High School of his na- 
tive town, and at Rochester Seminary, Walter Pal- 
mer, having chosen the legal profession as his life 
work, began reading law with Judge J. B. Winslow 
under whose direction he continued his studies 
for two years. At the expiration of that time he 
entered the law department in the Wisconsin State 
University, in Madison, from which he graduated 
after a thorough course in 1881. After practicing 
for a time with the firm of Winslow & Brownson 
of Racine, he located in Waterford, where he 
opened an office and continued the prosecution of 
his profession until 1886, when he was elected 
county clerk, and re-elected in 1888. Upon being 
chosen to that office he then took up his residence 
in Racine, where he has since made his home. Dur- 
ing his term of public service he formed a large 
circle of aquaintances and friends, many of whom 
were desirous that he should continue the practice 
of law in Racine and this he is now doing. In 
January, 1891, he formed a partnership with C. C. 
Gittings and though the members of the firm are 
both young men they are ranked among the 
leading lawyers of the city. 
A marriage ceremony performed in Racine, on 
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the 26th of March, 1889, united “the destinities of 
Mr. Palmer and Miss Abigail Williams, daughter 
of Mrs. Eleanor Williams. Mrs. Palmer is a native 
of the Empire State, but her parents came from 
Wales. In the Episcopal Church she holds member- 
ship and is an estimable lady whose rank in social 
circles is high. 

In political sentiment, Mr. Palmer is a Republi- 
can having supported that party since attaining 
his majority. Socially he is a member of the Ma- 
sonic order, of the Modern Woodmen and of the 
Knights of Pythias fraternity. In the Racine 
Building and Loan Association he is a director and 
he and and his partner act as the attorneys for 
that society. Mr. Palmer is a man of superior in- 
telligence, enterprising and progressive and is 
steadily working his way upward. Already his 
recognized ability ranks him among the leading 
lawyers of Racine and his future career will cer- 
tainly be a bright and successful one. 
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` URON BEEBE is engaged in general farm- 
ing and stock-raising on section 30, Mt. 
Pleasant Township, Racine County, his 
home being nicely and conveniently situ- 
ated only about three miles from the city of 
Racine. For many long years he has been a resi- 
dent of this county and well deserves mention 
among the honored pioneers. A native of the 
Green Mountain State, Mr. Beebe was born in the 
town of Windhall, Bennington County, June 23, 
1808. The family is of English descent and its 
progenitors in America were among the early set- 
tlers of New England. The grandfather of our 
subject, Asa Beebe, was born in Connecticut and 
wasa student at Yale College. He removed to 
Bennington County, Vt., where he reared a family. 
Among the children was Pathiras Beebe, who was 
born in Vermont and under the parental roof 
grew to manhood, acquiring his education in the 
common schools. He married Lucy Day, also a 


native of the Green Mountain State, where they 
resided for a number of years after their marriage, 
removing from thence to New York. They located 
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in the town of Murray, 1 e N 


twenty-five miles west of Rochester and from the 


forest hewed out a farm. Mr. Beebe was one of | 


the pioneer settlers of that region and experienced 


the hardships and difficulties of frontier life. He | 
there engaged in farming for many years and died | 
His | 


on tbe old homestead, September 3, 1848. 
wife survived him about twenty years and they 
were buried in Hawley Cemetery near their old 
home. 

Our subject is the oldest of a family of twelve 
children, three sons and nine daughters. 
daughter died at the age of thirteen years but the 


other members of the family grew to maturity. A | 


second daughter died at the age of twenty-three, 
and the remaining ten sons and daughters all mar- 
ried. Marietta became the wife of Nelson Keyes 
and they resided at Hawley until their deaths; 


Althea, after the death of her oldest sister, became | 
the wife of Nelson Keyes and is still living in | 


Hawley; Aram became a prominent citizen and 
leading farmer of the community in which he 
made his home near St. John’s, Mich., where his 
death occurred; Eleanor died at the age of twenty - 


three years; Sylvia became the wife of Lewis Ferry | 
and both have now passed away; Flora married 


Warner Webster and they resided in the town of 
Hawley, Genesee County until their deaths; Polly 
wedded George Underhill and they too lived in 
the town of Hawley until called away; Luna, widow 
of Justin Bennett, resides in Greenbush, Mich.; 
Harding is a retired farmer, living with his family 
in Hawleyton, N. Y. and Lucy is the wife of Alva 
Morgan. of the same place. 

The subject of this sketch when a lad of seven 
years went to New York and in the town of 
Hawley, in what is now Orleans County, was 
reared to manhood. His educational advantages 
were such as the common schools afforded and if 


they were limited his training in farm work was | 


not. He helped t» clear away timber and deve- 


lop the land, giving his father the benefit of his | 


services until he attained his majority. He then 
engaged in clerking for a time and also worked as 
a farm hand until 1834, when he emigrated to 
Ohio, locating first at Chagrin Falls, where he en- 
gaged in merchandising, beginning in a small way 


One | 
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as his capital was limited. After two years he sold 
out and accepted the position of Deputy Sheriff of 
Cuyahoga County, in which capacity he served for 
four years. 

On the 2d of November, 1840, Mr. Beebe was 
joined in wedlock with Miss Nancy Handerson, 
who was born in Chenango County, N. Y., but was 


| reared and educated in the Buckeye State. Her 
| father, Dr. Seth S. Handerson, was a native of 


Massachusetts and became a pioneer physician of 
Cuyahoga County, Ohio. He soon became a pro- 
minent and valued citizen in that locality and was 
called upon to serve in various official positions, 
including that of County Sheriff, which he filled 
for two years. He continued to make his home in 
Cuyahoga County until his death. His family 
numbered three children, one son and two daugh- 
ters, The former, Dr. Charles L., served as a 
surgeon in the army, and died after the close of 
the war from disease contracted therein; Mary be- 


| came the wife of Philetus Bosworth, of Cleveland; 
| both are now deceased. 


After his marriage, Mr. Beebe located on a farm 
in Euclid Township, near Cleveland, and engaged 
in agricultural pursuits for four years. He was 
then elected Sheriff of Cuyahoga County, and so 
well did he fill the office that on the expiration of 
the term he was re-elected. Subsequently be again 
served two years as Deputy, being connected with 


| the office for ten years, six years as Deputy and 


four years as superior. It was in 1851 that he 
came to Racine County, where he has since made 
his home. For the first year and a half he resided 
in the city of Racine and then purchased his pre- 
sent farm—an unimproved tract of land, only a 
few acres, having been cleared, while the improve- 
ments consisted of a small cabin. From the raw 
tract he has developed one of the best farms in this 
locality. It comprises one hundred and twenty- 
three acres, divided into fields of convenient size, 
which are well-tilled and yield a golden tribute to 
the care and labor bestowed upon them by the owner. 
The home is a large frame residence, pleasantly 
situated within three miles of Racine and among 
the other improvements are good barns and out- 
buildings and a nice orchard. The whole appear- 
ance of the place indicates the thrift and enterprise 
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of the owner, who is regarded as one of the lead- 
ing and progressive agriculturists of Racine 
County. 

The family of Mr. and Mrs. Beebe numbers four 
children yet living—Charles, a manufacturer, who 
is married and resides in Racine; Eleanor, a lady 
of superior education and high literary attain- 
ments, who for about eleven years has been con- 
nected with the Blind Institute of Louisville, Ky., 
as a teacher; Colwell C., who is married and en- 
gages in dentistry in Racine, and Lucy, who suc- 
cessfully engaged in teaching in the county, but is 
now at home with her parents. They also lost one 
son, Henry, who died at the age of eleven years. 

In political sentiment, Mr. Beebe is a stalwart 
supporter of Republican principles and by his party 
has been elected to anumber of positions of honor 
and trust. Whatever office he has been called upon 
to fill, his constituents have found him an effici- 
ent and faithful incumbent. He is activeiy and 
earnestly interested in the cause of education and 
in the years that he has served on the School 
Board has done much for the advancement of the 
cause by securing competent teachers. He believes 
that the best methods of instruction should be in- 
troduced, for if the country would have good citi- 
zens it must have good public schools. In his 
business affairs through life, Mr. Beebe has been 
quite successful and his fair and honest dealings 
have won him the confidence and esteem of all 
with whom he has come in contact. For forty 
years he has resided in Racine County and has 
therefore been an eye-witness of the greater part 
of its growth and development. The part which 
he has taken in its upbuilding and advancement 
has been no inconsiderable one for he has ever had 
the best interests of the community at heartand is 
regarded as a progressive and valued citizen. 


ORNELIUS PERRETT, a faithful and 
G trusted employe of the the Chicago, Mil- 
waukee & St. Paul Railroad Company, has 
served in the capacity of conductor longer than 


any other man on the road and may be justly 
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proud of that distinction. Mr. Perrett was born 
in Wiltshire, England, November 24, 1827, and is a 
son of Silas Perrett who was a miller by trade. His 
mother, of whom he has no recollection, died 
when he was about three years of age, leaving be- 
sides himself a sister who still resides in England. 
Subsequently the father married again and in 1832 
sailed for Canada, settling in Brantford, where he 
carried on the milling business until his death 
which occurred at the age of forty-two years. 

Our subject had not the advantage of liberal 
school privileges and at the early age of fifteen 
years he began life for himself as an apprentice to 
the tailor’s trade in Brantford. He served for 
a term of six years and then followed the business 
through the two succeeding years, after which he 
became an employe at the station of the old Erie 
& State Line Railroad. While there, the great 
“Erie War’’ occurred, an event well known by all 
old railroad men. 

In Freeport, III., Mr. Perrett was united in mar- 
riage with Miss Helen M. Sample, a native of York, 
Pa., and a daughter of Joseph and Rachel (Beard) 
Sample. By their union have been born three 
children but only one is now living—Rose E., wife 
of Walter J. Reynolds, a resident of Racine. Helen 
F. died in childhood and Hirman S. died when 
twenty-one years of age. 

In 1856 Mr. Perrett came to Racine where he 
has since made his home, although several times he 
has been absent temporarily. In less than two 
weeks after his arrival in Racine, he was sent out 
as conductor on the Racine & Mississippi Railroad, 
which afterwards became the Racine, Mississippi & 
Northern Illinois Railroad. Through all the 
changes of the name and management of the road 
he has remained an employe in one or another, 
most of the time as conductor though he served 
several years as baggage master and from 1872 
until 1878 was yard master in Racine. Since that 
time he has run a train continuously and his run 
is now between Racine & Rock Island, 111. 

In politics, Mr. Perrett is a supporter of the 
Democratic party and is a member of the Knights 
of Pythias and the Order of Railroad Conduc- 
tors. He and his wife give their encouragement and 
support to the Episcopal Church. For thirty-five 
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years Mr. Perrett has been in the 0 ET 
and most of that time has had charge of a train. 
The fact that he has thus been retained so many 
years speaks more for the confidence reposed in 
him by the company than mere words can do, 
Though sixty-four years of age he is still strong 
and active, little indicating theservice he has seen. 
His courteous treatment has won him the high es- 
teem of those who travel under his care and those 
who are often passengers on his train have given 
him their friendship and regard. 
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AMES R. SLAUSON, 
among the pioneer 


who is numbered 
settlers of Racine 
( was born in Orange County, N. Y., October 
23, 1825, and is a son of Daniel and Elizabeth G. 
(Selleck) Slauson, both of whom were natives of 
New Canaan, Conn. His father was born April 
25, 1798, his mother November 10, 1800, and they 
were married on the 7th of January, 1818. For 
many years Daniei Slauson was engaged in getting 


out ship timbers. Some time after his marriage | 
he removed with his family to Orange County, | 


N. ., and later to Putnam County, that State. 
On May 1, 1838, he started on the steamer C. 
Vanderbilt“ from Garrison’s Landing, going to 


„Princeton.“ 
vania,” he then proceeded to Racine, where he 


arrived on the 18th of May. There was scarcely | 


a cabin standing on the site of the present city 
when he bought a claim, the southwest quarter of 
section 17, which 18 now within the city limits, 
and entered the same from the Government in 
March, 1839. Here he followed farming and 
lumbering. As assignee of Eldad Smith, he shipped 
the first cargo of wheat from the State, and as 
there was no harbor, he scowed the wheat out toa 
vessel. He became, perhaps, the largest land-holder 
in the county in his day. Though not an edu- 
cated man, he was a man of fine business ability. 
Politically he was a Whig and later a Republican. 
Both he and his wife were active Methodists, and 


County, and is now a resident of Racine, 


i 


| until 1885. 
dent of the Chicago Lumber Company, but retired 


| children—Willis 
Minnie S., wife of E. W. Northrup, of Racine. 


= 


Church in Racine. He was widely known and his 
word was accepted as readily as his bond. He died 
May 12, 1865, and his wife passed away December 
31, 1863. 

In the family of this worthy couple were five 
children—Joseph M., who was a captain on the 
lakes, crossed the plains in 1850, and died in San 
Jose, Cal.; James R. is the next in order of birth; 
Harvey was lost from a vessel on Lake Michigan 
when cighteen years old; Mrs. Mary Murray re- 
sides on the old homestead; and George W., a 


| lumber merchant of Racine, died in 1882. 


Until sixteen years of age our subject attended 


the common schools. After arriving at years of 


maturity he was married, in Rock Creek, Ashta- 
bula County, Ohio, August 27, 1848, to Miss 
Sarah A. Dikeman, daughter of Daniel and Abi- 
gail (Hoyt) Dikeman. Her father and the father 
of our subject were companions in boyhood. Her 
parents emigrated westward to Ohio, where Mrs. 
Slauson was born April 27, 1828. Mr. Slauson 
brought his bride to the West and in Racine 
worked for $25 per month. He then went into 
the lumber business with his father, who kept the 
first lumber yard in Racine. He is connected 
with a number of interesting facts concerning the 
early history of the county. It was he who built 


the first fifty thousand-bushel vessel that was ever 
built on Lake Michigan and he owned many ves- 
Albany, and thence to Buftalo on the canal-boat | 
Boarding the steamer “Pennsyl- | 


sels, one of which, the “Willis” was one of the 
fastest on the lake and was lost by a collision. He 
was one of the leading men in the establishment 
of the Union National Bank in 1881, was made a 
Director, then Vice President and at the first elec- 
tion was chosen President, which position he held 
For a number of years he was Presi- 


from that business in 1881,and at one time was the 
largest landholder in the county. His first Presi- 
dential vote was cast for Gen. Taylor and in poli- 
tics he is now a Republican. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Slauson have been born two 
D., a resident of Racine, and 


With the exception of about ten years Mr, Slauson 


! has resided in this county since 1838, and is one 
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of the oldest and most widely known citizens, His 
business career has been a most successful one. He 
has been connected with various enterprises, most 
of which have proved prosperous, and by his good 
management and ability has become one of the 
wealthy men of Racine. His dealings have been 
ever characterized by honesty, and with those with 
whom he has been brought in contact his word 
is received with implicit confidence. 
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ORATIO B. MUNROE, cashier of the First 
National Bank of Racine, has been promi- 
nently identified with the business interests 

} of this city for forty-five years. His father, 
Lyman W. Munroe, a gentleman well known to 
the early settlers of the county was born in Ver- 
mont, November 3, 1792, and on the 2d of Nov- 
ember, 1817, was united in marriage with Miss 
Merriam Barton, who was a native of the same 
State, born November 28, 1791. Having engaged 
in farming in the East until 1847, Lyman Munroe 
emigrated Westward to the Territory of Wisconsin 
and settled in Racine, which was then the metrop- 
olis, although quite a small place at the time. He 
became interested in the forwarding business with 
Messrs. W. H. Lathrop and J. G. Conroe. He 
helped to organize the old Racine County Bank, 
which later was merged into the First National 
Bank, and was a member of its first Board of 
Directors. The cause of education found in him a 
warm friend and supporter. With many others 
he took an active part in establishing Racine Col- 
lege, to which he contributed liberally. 

In political sentiment, Mr. Munroe was a Whig 
until the rise of the Republican party, to which he 
afterward adhered. While in Vermont he took an 
active part in local affairs, but after coming to Ra- 
cine devoted himself to business pursuits. His 
wife died October 23, 1848, and after surviving 
her many years he passed away March 25, 1873. 
Thus Racine lost two of its most useful citizens. 
Of their seven children, only two are living— 
Horatio B. and Mrs. Ellen M. Browne, of Racine. 
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H. B. Munroe, whose name heads this sketch, 
was born in South Shaftsbury, Bennington County, 
Vt., July 23, 1823, and until coming Westward 
devoted himself to tilling the soil, receiving in the 
meantime a good academic education. In 1846 he 
left home and started Westward with the intention 
of trying his fortune in Racine. Soon after locat- 
ing in this city he was carrying on a warehouse 
and the lumbering business, and in 1853 he aided 
in the organization of the Racine County Bank, 
in which he held the position of teller, continuing 
in the same position when the name was changed 
to the First National Bank. In 1877 he was ap- 
pointed cashier of the new organization and has 
held the position continuously since, a fact which 
proves his efficiency and faithfulness, He bas 
also been a director of the first National Bank since 
it was established. 

On the 6th of June, 1854, Mr. Munroe wedded 
Miss Cassandra M. Thompson, the marriage cere- 
mony being performed in Racine. The lady is the 
daughter of Dr. John and Sarah A. (Phelps) 
Thompson, both of whom were natives of New 
York, although his parents were born in Scotland. 
The Doctor was born in Skaneateles, Onondaga 
County, on the 5th of April, 1805, acquired his 
education in the common schools and then read 
medicine with Dr. Benton of Ira, Cayuga County, 
after which he was graduated from a medical col- 
lege in Herkimer County. He was married in Ira, on 
the 5th of Jauuary, 1832, to Miss Phelps, who was 
born in that place, November 5, 1812. In 1848, 
Dr. Thompson removed to Racine, where he held 
a prominent place in the medical fraternity as long 
as he lived. He gave his support to all good 
causes and was an active worker in the Presbyterian 
Church, as is also his wife who still survives him. 
In political sentiment Dr. Thompson was a Whig 
and later a Republican, although he cast his first 
Presidential vote for Gen. Jackson. He died 
October 5, 1874. Mrs. Thompson makes her home 
with her daughter, Mrs. Munroe, who is the only 
surviving one of nine children. 

Mr. and Mrs. Monroe have one child, Lewis P., a 
traveling salesman for Blake & Co., of Racine. 
Our subject is a trustee of St. Luke's Hospital and 
a vestryman of St. Luke’s Episcopal Church. In 
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him. For places of political preferment Mr. Mun- | 
roe has never had a taste. 
in manner, he has won a large circle of friends and 


vestment has gained a competence. 
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EROME I. CASE. 
who came to Racine County a half century 
ago, very few remain, and those who do 
abide, must soon be called away. 


the early affairs and the upbuilding of Racine and 
the county than the gentleman whose name heads 
this sketch. 


J. 1. Case, as he was generally known, was born | 
in Williamstown, Oswego | 
County, N. Y., and was a son of Caleb and De- | 
| made the laborious process of winnowing neces- 


December 11, 1818, 
borah (Jackson) Case. This branch of the Case 
family is descended from one of four brothers 
who came from England to America in Colonial 
days. The parents of Mr. Case were pioneers of 
Oswego County, whither they emigrated from 
Rensselaer County in an early day. There a farm 


country was new, schools were kept but a few 
‘weeks in the year,and they were of the most 


primitive sort. Until he was about sixteen years | 


of age our subject alternated his duties on the 
farm with attendance in the district schools. 


About this time his father secured the right to | 
| and improvements have been added, still that 


sell and use a one-horse tread-power threshing 
machine, the marvel of the age. The fact that to 
Jerome was intrusted the management of that val- 


his youngest son, who was then only sixteen. 
Having faithfully served his father until he was 
of age, he began running a threshing machine on 
his own account; and, feeling dissatisfied with his 


Quiet and unobtrusive | 
| ville, N. Y., pursuing such studies as would be 
by close attennion to business and judicious in- | 


| ests. He 


Of the pioneer settlers | 


To the | 
younger generations their lives are beneficial as | 
incentives, and are as interesting as they are in- | 
spiring. None have taken a more active part in | 


| than any he could procure in the East. 


straw. 
was cleared from the woods, father and sons all | 
bearing a part in the arduous task. As the | 


| a perfect thresher : 
ued machine, indicates the opinion held by the | 
father of the ability and trustworthiness of this, | 
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charitable and church work his wife heartily joins | scholastic attainments, he utilized his savings in 


acquiring a broader education. In January, 1841, 
he entered as a student the academy at Mexico- 


most helpful in a business career, but the greater 


| part of his knowledge has been acquired by con- 


stant contact with men in his vast business inter- 
has thus gained the best of all 
educations, that furnished in the school of ex- 


| perience. 


In the spring of 1842, Mr. Case purchased six 
threshing machines on credit (for he at least had 
credit) and started for the Territory of Wisconsin. 
Arriving at Racine, he soon sold all but one of 
his machines, and with that went about the 
country threshing. This machine having finally 
become well worn, he set about to rebuild it accord- 
mg to designs of his own. Though tools were scarce, 
and he was not a mechanic by trade, the result 
was gratifying, as the thresher was then better 
Up to 
that time only the open or“ ground hog ” thresh- 
ers, as they were commonly called, were in use, 
Straw, chaff and grain came out together, which 


sary. 

This suggested to Mr. Case a new idea—that of 
a machine which should not only beat out the 
grain, but should separate it from the chaff and 
In the kitchen of a farm house at Roches- 
ter, Wis., he first embodied his idea in material 
form, and from that model in the winter of 1843- 
44, he constructed a machine, one of the first 
used in the West, that would thresh and separate 
the grain at one operation, a marked triumph of 
mind over physical difficulties. It would be dif- 
ficult to describe the exultation felt over this 
marvelous achievement. Though many patents 


first machine met the fundamental requirements of 
that of beating out the grain 
and separating it from all else. 

In the fall of 1844,Mr. Case rented a small 


chop in Racine with the intention of building a 


limited number of his machines. It was thought 


by the most far-sighted that if they were a suc- 
ess, a half dozen machines would supply the en- 
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did not dream of the great demand there would 
be for his product, for in 1847 he erected near the 
site of his present manufactory, a brick building, 
30x90 feet, and three stories in height, not that he 
ever expected to need it all, but a commendable 
pride in Racine kept him from putting up an in- 
ferior structure. 

Now well established in business, Mr. Case 
thought it wise to establish a home, and in 1849, 
wedded Miss Lydia A., daughter of DeGrove and 
Amanda (Crosby) Bull. Mr. and Mrs. Case are 
the parents of seven children, of whom four still 
live. Henrietta is the wife of Percival S. Fuller, 
a prominent Jawyer of Chicago; Jessie F., is the 
wife of H. M. Wallis, who owns a large interest, 
and has full charge of the J. I. Case plow works of 
Racine; Amanda is the wife of J. J. Crooks, of 
San Francisco, Cal.; Jackson I. is the present 
Mayor of Racine. 

As the broad prairies of Wisconsin and Illinois 
were converted into fields of waving grain, the 
demand for the J. I. Case thresher and horse- 
power rapidly increased, until it was in excess of 
the output. Improvement after improvement was 
made in the threshers, building after building 
furnished with the best machinery was added to 
the plant, until it became the most gigantic in the 
world—the crowning glory of Racine. In 1863, 
Mr. Case admitted three men, then in his employ, 
to partnership with him, and they have since be- 
come distinguished in business circles. They were 
Stephen Bull, M. B. Erskine and the late Robert 
H. Baker, the style of the firm being J. 1. Case & 
Company. The partnership continued mutually 
pleasant until death called the last named to his 
final rest October 5, 1885. 

In 1880 the J. I. Case Threshing Machine Com- 
pany was organized with a paid up capital of 
$1,000,000, and of this Mr. Case was President 
from its organization until his death. A few 
figures will be helpful in forming an idea of the 
extent of this industry. Its yearly manufacturing 


capacity is $2,000,000 and the employes with their | 


families constitute one-sixth of the population of 
Racine. The J. 1. Case threshers and plows have 
found their way to nearly every country on the 


| 


i 


thirty acres of ground, situated on the bank of 
Root River, just inside the lake harbor with its 
docks for loading and unloading vessels. 

Another great step in advance in the threshing 
business was made by the introduction of the 
portable steam engne, and later the traction en- 
gine, of which the J, I. Case Threshing Machine 
Co. are extensive manufacturers. 

In 1876, a company was organized to manufac- 
ture plows at Racine, bearing the title, Case, 
Whiting & Co., with a capital stock of $120,000, 
which was increased to $150,000, Mr. Case being 
made president. Two years later, reorganization 
took place, and the corporation was changed to 
the J. I. Case Plow Company, at the head of which 
Mr. Case stood until his death. Many other en- 
terprises of Racine have received his support and 
encouragement, but not alone to manufacturing 
has his time and talents been given. In 1871 he 
became one of the incorporators of the Manufac- 
turer’s National Bank, of Racine, one of the best 
financial institutions in the State, of which he was 
elected President, and served in that capacity 
until his death. The same year he assisted in es- 
tablishing the First National Bank of Burlington, 
Wis., which he served as President. Besides, 
he aided in establishing banking houses at Mon- 
rovia, Cal., Fargo, N. Dak., and at Crookston, 
Minn. 

It is but just to say that Mr. Case has done 
more to make Racine a manufacturing city than 
any other man, and his fellow-citizens have not 
been wholly unappreciative. In 1856 he was 


| chosen Mayor of Racine, and so satisfactory was 


his administration of affairs that he was renomi- 
nated the next year, but declined the honor. 
Again in 1858 he was urged to accept the nomi- 
nation, and was elected over the Hon. John M. 
Cary. He was also elected in 1856 to the State 
Senate, in which honorable body he served two 
years. Politically, Mr. Case was an old-line Whig 
until the rise of the Republican party, since which 
time he has adhered to its principles. He cast his 
first Presidential vote for William Henry Harrison. 
When the war broke out and Col. William Utley 
proposed to raise a regiment, Mr. Case generously 
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offered $1,000 to the first company that would 
enlist, and throughout the entire war. aided the 
families of the boys in blue. 

To state that Mr. Case was an admirer of fast 
horses will surprise no one. He took great inter- 
est and pleasure in breeding and training turf 
stock, and in addition to having clegant barns 
and track at Racine, he had a third interest in the 
Glenview stock farm, near Louisville, Ky., but 
this interest he lately disposed of. He enjoyed 
the distinction of having owned the once fastest 
trotting horse on the globe, Jay-Eye-See. “Hick- 


ory Grove Farm,“ as his stock farm was called, | 
has become famous, being situated just south of | 


the city, and adjacent to the city limits. Mr. Case 
has bred or owned forty-eight horses that have 
made records ranging from 2:10 to 2:34. 
names and times of a few are here given: 
Eye-See, 2:10; Phallas, 2:133; Brown (at four 
years old in race) 2:18}. 

In viewing the life-work of Mr. Case one is im- 
pressed with three distinctly marked characteristics, 
untiring industry, a broad mental grasp of the 
relations of things, and a ready adaptability of the 
means at hand to the end in view. He was always 
in sympathy with the agricultural advancement 
of the country, having been identified with both 
the State and county agricultural societies. 


in general, draw two pictures; in one put a single 
horse in a tread-power to which is attached an 
open cylinder, into which a man is cautiously 


to another to shake the grain out; aside is a group 
of laborers, one throwing the grain and chaff into 


the air while others wave a sheet to drive away | 


the chaff—this the manner of threshing fifty 
years ago. 

Let the other picture represent a traction engine 
running the latest improved separator, fed by self- 
feeder and band cutter, three men ricking the 
straw as it rolls from the swinging straw stacker, 
while a stream of golden grain pours out at the 
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side ready for the mill or for seeding—this 


urer, and the capitalist of world-wide fame. 


The | 
Jay- | 


He 

was one of the founders and a life-member of the | 
Wisconsin Academy of Sciences, Arts and Letters. | 
To gain a clear idea of what he has done for the 
farming interests in particular, and for mankind | 
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the 
mode of threshing to-day. Marvelous change! 
And it is not putting it too strong to say that Mr. 
Case was the author of much of this transforma- 
tion. But the transformation in the life of Mr. 
Case is no less remarkable. In the truest sense of 
the term he was a self-made man. Through his 
own efforts the poor, unlearned ploughboy of 
Williamstown became the horseman, the manufact- 
But 


death is no respector of persons. After a well 


rounded life of more than three score years, Mr. 
Case was called to his final rest on December 22, 
1891, mourned alike by his family, his business 
associates, his hundreds of employees, and entire 
community for which he had done so much, and 
where he had resided for half a century. 
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(y P. HALE, deceased, one of the pioneers 
O of Kenosha County, was born February 8 
\ 


1808. in the town of Enfield, Hartford 


County, Conn., and was a descendant « f Sir Mat- 


thew Hale, the great jurist and statesman who 
lived in the eighteenth century. Our subject re- 
ceived a common-school education in his native 
county, and at the early age of seventeen fell in 
with the tide of emigration for the Western Re- 
serve. It was thought to be a formidable under- 
taking in those days to locate in the West and 
few but the young undertookit. Geauga County, 
Ohio, was then a vast wilderness of beech and 


| maple trees, cut off from all communication with 
feeding wheat, while several with wooden forks 
are stationed in line tossing the straw from one | 


the East. Cleveland and Buffalo were small vil- 
lages; bears, wolves, rattlesnakes and Indians were 
abundant. The only grist mill wss at Erie, ninety 
miles away, and was reached by rafting down the 
river, a ten days’ journey. Tratfic with money 
was one of the lost aris; a bushel of wheat being 
the standard unit of value. To swing the ax in 


| summer and in winter teach school (boarding 
| around) for twelve bushels of wheat per month, 


| was the routine of the early life of Mr. Hale. 
When seventeen years of age he took charge of 
his first school in an old fashioned chink and 
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daubed 
and with wooden lateh, while the windows were 
holes eut out with greased paper over them; a fire 
place occupied nearly one end of the building, 
there were slab seats nd boards around the room 
for writing desks. Bacon, potatoes and johnny 
cake were the chief articles of diet and the houses 
were in keeping with the fare. Nominally he was 
to receive $9 per month, but in trade he took of 
one man an old ram, which, while he was leading 
it home, broke away and was lost in the forest. 
He also received black salts, three bushels of peas, 
an old ax and a due bili upon a store. One man 
who was a new comer asked how much discount 
would be given for cash. He only owed $1.50 and 
Mr. Hale took $1.10, this being all of the cash he 
received for his winter's work, which he saved to 
pay the preacher when he was married. 

This event occurred in Chardon, in 1831, Miss 
Laura B. King, the first white child born in that 
township, becoming his wife. In 1842 Mr. Hale 
removed with his family to Kenosha County in 
company with his brother, George Hale, Sr., and 
twenty others, by teams, arriving on the Fourth 
of July. He located in Paris Township, where he 
lived until 1870 and then removed to Kenosha. 
He represented his district in the Legislature in 


log house, with door on wooden hinges | 
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two are yet living. Melvina V. died leaving one 


child; Delina P. is the wife of A. C. Dewey, of 


and the date is July 2, 1823. 


and became quite eminent in his profession. 


1851 and 1852 and for t~enty years was Justice | 


of the Peace of Paris Township. He never had 


one of his decisions reversed though many were | 


reviewed in the higher courts. 


In politics he was | 


a Whig and then a Republican until Greeley’s | 


race for the presidency, after which he voted the 
Democratic ticket. He wasa strong anti-slavery 
man. In Ohio, he served as Captain of a company 
of State Militia and held a number of minor offices. 
Mrs. Hale, who was a consistent member of the 
Christian Church, was called to her reward Febru- 
ary 14, 1885. Mr. Hale passed away October 13, 
1891. He was a man of superior mental powers 
and quite a fluent writer, many of his productions 
taking on poetic form. His writings, especially on 
political subjects, are intensely interesting and 
oftentimes amusing, showing a clear acquaintance 


Kenosha; George is a merchant of the same city, 
and Myron M., a soldier of the Thirty-Ninth Wis- 
consin Infantry, died of typhoid fever the day 
after reaching home. 
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_OMER ADAMS, one of the honored pioneer 
y) settlers of Racine County, resides in a 
pleasant home in the western part of Union 
©) Grove. He is numbered among the enter- 
prising and progressive citizens of that place, and 
as he is widely known throughout the community 
we feel assured that this record of his life will be 
received with interest by many of our readers. 
Mr. Adams is a native of the Empire State. The 
place of his birth is in Madison County, N. Y, 
His father, Ammon 
Pickney Adams, was born in Connecticut, De- 
cember 15, 1795, was a physician and surgeon, 
In 
his youth he had removed to Madison County, N. 
Y., and studied with the well known practitioner, 
Dr. Spencer. He married Miss Louisa Bush, who 
was born in Sangerfried, Oneida County, N. Y. 
March 27, 1797. In 1846 Dr. Adams and his 
family came to the then far west, locating in 
Racine County, Wis. The trip was made over- 
land by the Doctor and hisson Homer, they travel- 


| mg by way of Washington, D. C., and through 


Virginia and West Virginia to Racine County, 
Wis., which the Doctor concluded was an excell- 
ent place to locate. The others of the family 
came by way of the lakes from Oswego to Racine, 
landing at a time when the city, with its present 
population of twenty-three thousand, was a little 
port containing about fifteen hundred people. 
The Doctor entered about eighty acres of land 


from the Government and then purchased a tract 


with our political history and well defined ideas | 


on the science of government. 
Of the four children in the Hale family only 


at 83 or $4 per acre. The first home of the family 
was a log cabin with a shake roof, and in true 
pioneer style they began life in the West. The 


| settlements were widely scattered, there were no 
| near markets of any importance, and the whole 


county seemed just awakening to civilization. Dr. 
Adams became an extensive practitioner in South- 
ern Wisconsin and was widely known as an able 
and skillful physician. In public affairs he also 
bore a prominent part, and was instrumental in 
the upbuilding of the cause of education. In 
politics, in his earlier life, he was an old line 
Whig, and on the organization of the Republican 
party advocated its principles with vigor. Both 
he and his wife were faithful members of the 
Congregational Church and active workers in the 
* Sunday School, of which he was superintendent 
for some time. They were benevolent and gener- 
erous, giving liberally to the poor and needy, and 
left behind the record of well spent lives. Many 
friends mourned their loss when they at length 
were called away. ‘The remains of Dr. Adams and 
his wife were interred in the Union Grove Ceme- 
tery, and a beautiful monument marks their last 
resting place. 

The family of this worthy couple numbered four 
sons and a daughter—Charles L., who graduated 
from Hamilton College of New York and the 
Auburn Theological Seminary, became an ordained 
clergyman of the Congregational Church and died 
in Wisconsin, leaving a family; Henry D., who 
graduated from the Rush Medical College of Chi- 
cago, is now a retired physician and surgeon of 
Beloit; Caroline C., who resides in Neosho, New- 
ton County, Mo., is the widow of Col. N. H. Dale, 
who was commander of the Second Wisconsin Cav- 
alry and served throughout the entire war of the 
rebellion; Ammon H., who was also one of the boys 
in blue, is married and is now employed as a ma- 
chinist in Racine, Wis. 

We now take up the personal history of our 
subject, whose boyhood days were spent in New- 
bridge, N. Y., and upon the homestead farm in 
this county. We have spoken of the fact that he 
accompanied his father to this state in an early 
day, and with the others he shared the experiences 
of life on the western frontier. When twenty-four 
years of age he led to the marriage altar Miss 
Philinda S. Cadwell, their union being celebrated 
on the 30th of March, 1849. She was born April 
6, 1828, and is a daughter of Ebenezer S. Cadwell, 
who was born in New Hartford, Litchfield County, 
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Conn., October 7, 1787. He served as Colonel in 
the War of 1812, and his father was one of the 
Revolutionary heroes, who for three years served 
as a Regular and afterward as a Minute Man. His 
birth occurred February 28, 1757, and he died 
February 11, 1857, lacking only seventeen days of 
being a centenarian. His remains and those of 
his son are interred in the Union Grove Cemetery, 
side by side. It is a fact worthy of mention that 
in the family of Mrs. Adams there were soldiers 
through four generations, the fourth being the 
great-grandson of the Revolutionary soldier. Eb- 
enezer Cadwell, who made farming his life occu- 
pation, died January 18, 1879, at the advanced 
age of ninety-two years. 

The Adams family also had its representative in 
the Civil War. Our subject wore the blue as a mem- 
ber of Company H, First Wisconsin Heavy Artil- 
ery, enlisting September 3, 1864, at Madison, Wis., 
under Capt. Taylor. The troops were at once 


"ordered to the extreme front to Ft. Lyou, a few 


miles below Washington, D. C. He went into 
garrison duty at once and remained in the service 
until June 26, 1865, when he was honorably dis- 
charged. At that time he was in the hospital. 
Immediately on the close of the war, Mr. Adams 
returned to his home and resumed his farm labors, 
which had been interrupted by his enlistment. 
He now resides in Union Grove, where he and his 
wife have a beautiful and commodious residence, 
well furnished, and supplied with the comforts and 
many of the luxuries of life. Their union was 
blessed with three children—Frank B., the oldest, 
who was educated in the common schools and 
Beloit College, makes his home in Paris, Kenosha 
County, and is engaged in farming. In political 
sentiment he is a Republican, and he and his 
wife are members of the Congregational Church. 
He married Miss Ella M. Skewes and they now 
have two children—Mary E. and Harvey L. The 
only daughter in the family, Amelia L., acquired 
a good education and received a teacher's certifi- 
cate. She married Ephriam K. Herriott, a mer- 
chant of Neosho, Mo., where they make their 
home. Rush S., after attending the common 
schools, entered Beloit College. He is now Presi- 
dent of the First National Bank of Lisbon, N. D., 
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and a prominent citizen of that place. Hen arried 
Susan W. Sage, of Racine, and they have four 
children—Sidney D., Arthur B. Gertrude L. and 
Marie. 

Since the organization of the party, Mr. Adams 
has been a stanch Republican, warmly interested 
in its success and growth. He has occupied a 
number of official positions and the duties were 
very faithfully and promptly discharged. He was 
Supervisor of his township, and occupied the posi- 
tion of Chairman, was also Assessor and was 


chosen as delegate to the Assembly to represent his | 


people. He is a charter member of George B. 
Lincoln Post, No. 215, G. A. R., of Union Grove, 
and the Congregational Church has no more de- 
voted members than Mr. and Mrs. Adams. He has 
served as trustee of the church, and erected in con- 
junction with others, the house of worship, giving 
liberally of his means to this end. The total cost of 
the edifice was about $5,000, and on the day of dedi- 
cation every account against the Board of Trustees- 
had been paid and an insurance for three years 
secured. The building committee consisted of 
II. D. Adams, Miles Moe and O. S. Northrup, and 
Mr. Adams and Ilezekialı Putnam were the Treas- 
urers of the committee. Much credit is due to 
them for their efficient labors which brought the 
work to so successful a completion. Mrs. Adams, 
like her husband, takes a warm interest in all 
church work, is a teacher in Sunday-school and 
an active member of the Ladies’ Aid and Foreign 
Missionary Society. She is a faithful worker in 
the temperance cause, and her benevolent and 
generous spirit make her a friend to the needy 
and desolate. The lives of this worthy couple 
have won them the highest esteem of all with 
whom they come in contact, and their friends 
throughout the community are many. 
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GA HARLES HENRY LEE, attorney for and 
a treasurer of the J. I. Case Threshing Ma- 
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SF chine Company, though comparatively a 
young man, is one of the oldest native citizens of 
A complete account of the pioneer fam- 


Racine. 
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ily from which he sprang and of which he is a 
worthy representative, is given in the sketch of 
his father, Alanson H. Lee, on another page of 
this work. 

Asa product of Racine County, Mr. Lee’s 
record is of more than ordinary interest. He was 
born August 22, 1847, and when fifteen years of 
age was graduated from the Racine High School, 
As he had been deprived by death of a father the 
preceding year, he felt the necessity of doing 
something for himself, He secured a position in 
an insurance office, which by accident, though 
possibly fortunate for him, burned in 1865, and 
the place of business of his employer was trans- 
ferred to the law office of C. W. Bennett. His 
occupation naturally led him to read insurance 
law, and in 1866 he hecame aclerk in the office of 
the well known legal firm of Dyer & Fuller, where 
he remained until 1868, when wishing to further 
pursue his legal studies, he entered the Law School 
of Albany, N. Y., and was graduated from that 
institution the following spring. He then re- 
turned to Racine and again entered the office of 
Fuller & Dyer, having charge of their office work 
until 1871, when he became a partner of John T. 
Fish, whom the people of Racine County know to 
honor. This partnership continued mutually 
pleasant until dissolved in 1878, when Mr. Lee 
was chosen attorney for the firm of J. I. Case & 
Co., later the J. I. Case Threshing Machine Com- 
pany, and such has been his ability asa legal ad- 
viser that the company has never seen fit to make 
a change since that time. In 1889 he was also 
made treasurer of the company, and in addition 
thereto is a member of the board of directors. 
Other interests have claimed somewhat of his at- 
tention and always to their benefit. Of the Taylor 
Orphan Asylum he is both a director and treas- 
urer, and is also a director of the Manufacturers’ 
National Bank and trustee of the estate of Robert 
H. Baker. 

On the 25th of August, 1881, Mr. Lee was 
united in marriage in Racine with Miss Emily A., 
daughter of James H. Kelley,one of the prominent 
business men of Racine, whose sketch is also given 
in this work. The lady is a member of the Pres- 


byterian Church and in social circles ranks high. 


In the language of Mr. I is “a mugwump, 
with Democratic tendencies.” During the years 
1873 and 1874 he held the position of District 
Attorney. For forty-four years he has been a resident 
of Racine, and for twenty-two years a legal prac- 
ticioner. The last thirteen years of his time has 
been given wholly to the business of the company 
he represents. Asa counselor and judge of law, 
he has gained a place in the front rank, and it is a 
compliment to his ability and accomplishments 
that at the age of thirty-one he should have been 
called to take charge of the legal affairs of one of 
the greatest manufacturing concerns in the West. 


| OHN F. SCHMITT, proprietor of the Maple 
House of Kenosha, is still living in the 
city of his birth. He was born on the 5th 
of March, 1855, and is one of nine children 
whose parents, Mathias and Marie (Hasterd) 
Schmitt, were natives of Germany. born respect- 
ively in Gritteney Village and Idinger. The fa- 
ther was a shoemaker by trade. He crossed the 
briny deep to America in 1852 and located in 
Milwaukee, Wis. After a year he removed to 
Kenosha, where he still makes his home. In 1854 
he was married to Miss Hasterd, who came to this 
country about the same time as her husband. and 
of the nine children born of the union five are yet 
living; John F., whose name heads this record; 
Susie, wife of J. Heaton, a painter of Racine; Mary 
M., wife of B. Anderson, who is engaged in the 
plumbing business in Chicago; Katie, wife of John 
L. Lamey, a weaver of Chicago, and Annie, a 
weaver of Kenosha. The mother of this family 
was calied to her final rest December 30, 1889. Mr. 
Schmitt is still living and is one of the well-known 
citizens of Kenosha. He is a member of the Cath- 
olie Church and in politics is a Democrat, and has 
served as Street Supervisor. 

We now take up the personal history of John 
F. Schmitt who acquired his education in the pub- 
lie schools and began life for himself at the early 
age of twelve years, when he commenced to learn 
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the trade of carriage-painting, which he followed 
for a number of years or until the 22d of Decem- 
ber 1889,when he took charge of the Maple House. 
Since that time he has been engaged in the hotel 
busi ness. 

The marriage of Mr. Schmitt and Miss Katie 
Orth was celebrated on the 29th of April, 1880. The 
lady was born in Kenosha on the 5th of October, 
1857 and isa daughter of Charles and Emma ( Burk- 
hardt) Orth, the former a native of Germany. The 
mother died April 24, 1889, but Mr. Orth is still a 
resident of Kenosha, where be is now living a re- 
tired life. In religious belief he isa Catholic, and 
the principles of the Democratic party he upholds 
by his ballot. In his family were eleven children, 
seven of whom are yet living: Emma, wife of P. 
Waens, a carpenter of Racine; Katie, wife of our 
subject; Elizabeth, wife of J. Altringer,a carpenter 
and millwright; Louise, wife of F. Meyer, a black- 
smith of Racine; Joseph. an employe on the North- 
western Railroad; Charles, of Milwaukee, and John 
who is engaged in carpentering in Kenosha. 

The union of Mr. and Mrs. Schmitt was oleased 
with a family of six children: Charlie died Febru- 
ary 29, 1881; Lizzie, August 19, 1887; Matthew 
was born December 19, 1883; John, November 9. 
1885; Joseph, May 22, 1888, and Cecelia, Novem- 
ber 22, 1890. The family are German Catholics, 
and in political sentiment Mr. Schmit is a Democrat. 
His business has made him widely known through- 
out this community where his entire life has been 
passed. He feels a just pride in the growth and 
development of his native county and does all in 
his power to promote its interests, 
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HRISTIAN SCHEND, Chief of Police of 

” Kenosha, is one of the early settlers of this 
WZ city anda man who has been for many 
years in public life. We feel assured that this 
sketch will prove of interest to many of our 
readers as he is widely and favorably known 
throughout this community. He was born in the 
Rhine Province of Germany September 21, 1834, 
and is a son of Adam and Catherine (Statfeld) 
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Schend, whe were natives of the same ‘Provines: 
In 1846, the parents with two children, sailed for 
the United States and after forty-seven days on the 
water they reached New York City. By steamer 
they went up the Hudson River to Albany, where 
they took a canal boat and were nine days getting 
to Buffalo. In June of that year they reached Mil- 
waukee but soon afterward located in McHenry 
County, III. In 1847 they came to Southport, Wis., 
and here spent their remaining days, the father 
reaching the advanced age of eighty-three. Both 
were members of the German Catholic Church. In 
the old country he was a carpenter and glazier. 
After coming to Kenosha he served about twenty 
years as Street Supervisor. 

Our subject is the only one of the family of 
eleven children yet living. He was educated in 
his native land in the public schools of Kenosha, 
and entered upon his business career at the age of 
eighteen, when he turned his attention to the 
wagon maker’s trade, at which he worked some 
two years and then engaged in teaming for his fa- 
ther for a time. 

In October, 1855, Mr. Schend was joined in 
wedlock in Kenosha with Miss Catherine Bosteter, 
a sister of Mrs. J. B. Kupfer. Unto them have 
been born eight children: Louise, who is married 
and lives in Chicago; Margaret, at home; Mary, 
wife of John B. Sievers, of Kenosha; Lecette, wife 
of Frank Herschede, of Milwaukee; Catherine,wife 
of Jacob Saftig, a resident of Kenosha; Paulina, 
William C. and Charles A. who are at home. The 
mother of this family died in 1884 and four years 
later Mr. Schend married Mrs, Frances Sanborn. 
He and his wife and family are all members of the 
German Catholic Church. 

In political faith our subject is a Democrat. No 
one who knows Mr, Schend will doubt that he bas 
been a busy man, but there are few who realize 
how much he has been called upon to perform. 
Besides running an hotel for thirty years, carrying 
on a grocery store for two years and contracting 
on bridge and harbor work for five years, he has 
also filled many public positions, having served 
twenty-three years as Alderman, was School Com- 
missioner several terms, a member of the County 
Board some fifteen years, Assessor of Kenosha for 


five years, Chief of the Fire EUREN, thirteen 
years and actual fireman for thirty-five years. In 
1862-63 he filled the office of City Marshal, since 
May, 1890, he has been Chief of Police of Kenosha 
and Mr. Schend isa stout,rugged man yet. Socially, 
he is a member of the Royal Arcanum and the 
Working Men's Aid Society. He is one of the most 
prominent Germans in Kenosha, and it is doubt- 
less true that no other citizen of the county has 
served the public as many years as he; and none 
more faithfully. 


| LEXANDER A. GRAY is engaged in the 
| hardware business in Bristol. We are 
pleased to present his sketch to bur read- 
ers for he is one of Kenosha County's sons 
in pr she takes just pride. He was born in the 
town of Paris, September 29, 1851. His father, 
William Gray, although born in Ireland, was of 
Scotch descent. When a young man he crossed 
the water to America, locating in Schoharie 
County, where he worked at the tanner’s trade. 
He there married Catherine Gray, a native of 
Scotland and a daughter of Alexander Gray. They 
began their domestic life in the Empire State and 
after a few years came to Wisconsin, locating in 
the town of Brighton, Kenosha County, about 
1849. After a year they removed to Paris Town- 
ship, and a few years later Mr. Gray bought. the 
farm on which he resided until his death which 
occurred January 17, 1886. His wife survived 
him a short time and died October 11, 1888. They 
were parents of four children: John who enlisted 
in the service of his country at the age of nine- 
teen years and gave his life for the cause of free- 
dom; James H. who enlisted at the age of eighteen, 
served for two years or until the close of the war, 
and is now living on the old homestead; Susan 
makes her home with him; and Alexander com- 
pletes the family. 

His experiences of life in early years our subject 
garnered from the home farm. Later he went to 
Union Grove, Racine County, where he attended 
school for two terms and then learned the tinner’s 
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At the expiration of that time in company with | to mature years he learned the blacksmith’s trade, 
Mr. Wood he bought out his employer and to- | which he followed in the county of his nativity 
gether those gentlemen continued business for | until his emigration to the West. But before leav- 
nine years, when Mr. Gray sold out. He then re- | ing his old home, he was married in Addison 
turned to Paris Township and assumed the man- | County, to Miss Mary B. Varney, the union being 
agement of the home farm, thus relieving his par- celebrated on January 10, 1834. The lady, a na- 
ents of that labor, which had then become to tive of Barry, Mass., was born February 19, 1814, 
heavy for them. After following farming for and is the only surviving one of five children 
about ten years, in November, 1890, he came to whose parents were Cyrus and Mary (Boyden) 
Bristol and resumed work at the tinner’s trade. Varney, who were natives of Massachusetts, and 
On May 19, 1891, he opened a regular hardware upon a farm in the Bay State spent their entire 
store and now carries a full and complete stock of | lives. 
heavy and shelf hardware. He isa man of good In 1838, Mr. Conroe decided to try his fortune 
business ability, enterprising and sagacious and by on the frontier and on leaving his old home came 
fair and honest dealing and a desire to please his | directly to Wisconsin. Here he made bis first lo- 
patrons he has worked up an excellent trade. | cation in Manitowoc, where he became extensively 
The lady who now bears the name of Mrs. Gray | engaged in the lumber business. In 1845, he re- 
was in her maidenhood Miss Maria Nelson. She | moved to Racine, and engaged in the forwarding 
was born in Denmark but was reared in Union | business with Messrs. W. H. Lathrop and R. $. 
Grove, Wis., and in Beloit, May 28, 1880, the mar- King under the firm name of King, Conroe & Co. 
riage of our subject and his estimable wife was | He was also engaged in the lumber trade Mr. La- 
celebrated. She is a member of the Methodist | throp at the same time under the firm title of La- 
Church. Four children grace their union: Hubert | throp & Conroe. As his nearness to the Lake in 
C., Elsie M., Blanche C. and Lois. Mr. Gray has | this business was found to be injurious to his 
spent his entire life in Kenosha and Racine Coun- | liealth, he withdrew from the lumber trade and for 
ties where he has a wide acquaintance and those | several years, was engaged in looking after his 
who have known him from boyhood are among his | investments and loaning money. It so happened 
stanchest friends. He is a worthy representative | that he had to take a hardware stock on a debt 
of one of the pioneer families and is truly de- | and this threw him again into active business, 
serving of mention in the history of his native | which he continued until his demise. In his poli- 
county. tical affiliation, he was a Republican and an ardent 
supporter of the party principles. In 1846, he 
Eg FLO — | served as a trustee of the village of Racine and in 
IE u 1853, was elected an Alderman of the city. 
On the 20th of October, 1865, Mr. Conroe was 
OHN G. CONROE, deceased, was one of the | called to his final home and many warm friends 
active and influential business men of | mourned his death. Thus Racine lost one of its 
Racine almost from the beginning of the | early inhabitants and one of its best citizens. He 
& village and as he was widely known we | was a man of good business ability, as his ac- 
feel assured that this record of his life will prove | cumulations, which were the fruits of his own 
of interest to many of our readers. A native of | labors, plainly show. Every enterprise calculated 
Vermont, he was born on the 22nd of November, | to benefit the community received his support and 
1810, in Addison County, where the days of his | sympathy and in the growth and development of 


good English education such as would fit him for | Unto Mr. and Mrs. Conroe were born three chil- 
18 


dren but all have passed to that land from which 
no traveler returns. Walter, the eldest, died at 
the age of twenty years; Mary died in her eigbth 
year and John W., when seven months of age. 
Mrs. Conroe still makes her home at 803 Main 
Street, where sho has resided for more than thirty 
years. She is a faithful member and an active 
worker in the Methodist Episcopal Church and 
gives liberally to all charitable and benevolent 
causes, though her many kind acts are performed 
in a most quiet and unostentatious manner. 
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| LFRED B. CURTIS, who is employed as 
postal clerk on the Chicago & Northwest- 
ern Railroad, makes his home in Kenosha, 
his native city, where his lirth occurred 
March 20, 1852. He isa son of Albern and Angeline 
(Hare) Curtis, who were natives respectively of St. 
Lawrence and Onondaga County, N. Y., both of 
English extraction. Their marriage was cele- 
brated in Onondaga County, that State in 1847, 
and immediately thereafter they came to the West, 
locating in Kenosha County, where the mother is 
still living. They have a family of two sons and 
one daughter: William who is now a resident of 
Chicago; Pamelia, wife of Eugene Morehouse, and 
Alfred B. of this sketch. The father is now a 
resident of Minnesota. 

Our subject has spent almost his entire life in 
the city of his nativity. He acquired his primary 
education in its public schools and in 1868, went 
to Ogdensburg, N. Y., where he attended a col- 
legiate institute for some two years. During the 
winter term of the last year he taught in the city 
schools, On his return to Kenosha he engaged in 
teaching school in the winter of 1871, after which 
he went to Waukegan, was examined and secured 
a teacher’s certificate and was employed asa teacher 
in Libertyville, III., for a term of four months. He 
then again came to Kenosha aad entered the post- 
Office as assistant, in which position he remained 
for six years under the employ of Capt. Charles 
Frantz. He was then engaged as postal clerk for 
one year, his route laying between Kenosha and 
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Rockford, III. He was then transferred to the 
Chicago, Milwaukee d St, Paul Railroad, running 
between Chicago and La Crosse until 1881, since 
which time his route has been between Chicago and 
Green Bay on the Northwestern Road, where he is 
yet employed. 

On October 28, 1873, Mr. Curtis led to the 
marriage altar Miss Alice Tarbell, who was born in 
Kenosha County, January 25, 1852, and is a daugh- 
ter of Henry and Cynthia (Griggs) Tarbell, who 
were natives of the Bay State, and of English ex- 
traction. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Curtis was born a 
son, Charles B., who 1s now attending the High 
School of Kenosha. The mother died October 24, 
1881, and on November 7, 1883, Miss Jennie Tar- 
bell became the wife of Mr. Curtis. They have a 
beautiful home on Market Street, situated near the 
depot and throughout the community have a large 
circle of friends and acquaintances. Mr. Curtis 
exercises his right of franchise in support of the 
Republican party and socially 13 a member of the 
Royal Arcanum and of the Modern Woodmen. 
His long retention in the position which he still 
occupies indicates his faithfulness and capability. 


Ki pENDELIN DAGENBACH. who is engaged 
W in the manufacture of cigars in Kenosha, 

* is one of the worthy citizens of German 
birth that the Fatherland has furnished to Wiscon- 
sin. He was born in Baden on the 3d of April, 
1852,and is a son of Joseph and Catherine (Kraft) 


Dagenbach. His parents were married in 1847, 
and unto them were born six children, the two eld- 
est of whom, Anton and Johann are still residents 
of Germany; Wendelin is third in order of birth; 
Theresia is living in Germany; Max is living in 
Ashtabula County, Ohio; and Maria is the wife of 
Adam Cramer. By occupation the father was a 
farmer, which pursuit he followed throughout his 
entire life. Himself and wife were Catholics. His 
death occurred in 1883, and Mrs. Dagenbach, who 
survived her husband six years, was called to her 
final rest in 1889. 

Our subject acquired his education in the schools 


of his native land, and there as an apprentice he 
learned his trade of cigar making. Hoping to bet- 
ter his financial condition by emigrating to Amer- 
ica, he bade good-by to his old home and crossed 
the Atlantic in 1880. His first location he made 
in Stark County, Ohio, where he engaged in the 


manufacture of cigars for four years, when in 1884 | 
he came to Kenosha, Wis., where he has since made 


his home. Soon after his arrival he opened up a 
factory for the manufacture of cigars, and has now 
a good paying business. He turns out about two 
hundred and fifty thousand cigars a year, among 
which are the following brands, High Life, Stand- 
ard, Gem, First Rose, Silver Ash, Star Light and 
Pear of Quince. He thoroughly understands his 


business in all its details and by his industry and | 
| of Bachelor of Art, on the 7th of June, 1883. On 


good management has won success. 
In Stark County, Ohio, Mr. Dagenbach was 
united in marriage with Miss Euphrosina Zimmer- 


mann, the marriage being celebrated on the 7th of | 


June, 1883. The lady, a native of Germany, was 
born in Baden, January 10, 1858, and is a daugh- 
ter of Henry and Sophia (Stier) Zimmermann. 
Unto our subject and his wife have been born four 


| Mr. Corey was a teacher in the public schools, and 


at one time his wife was numbered among his 
students. Both are members of the Baptist Church, 
and are active workers in its cause. Mr. Corey is 
a man of superior ability, and has the respect of 
all who know him. Although a subject of the Queen, 
he is in spirit a Republican. The family numbered 
only two sons, the younger of whom, Roland H., 
is a farmer and lumberman of New Canaan, New 
Brunswick. 

Our subject was reared to manhood upon his fa- 
ther’s farm, and after attaining his majority, went 
to Nova Scotia, where he attended the Horton 
Academy for a year and a half. He then entered 
Acadia College, where he pursued his studies for 
four years, when he was graduated with the degree 


the Ist of October of that year he became a stu- 
dent in the Union Theological Seminary of Chi- 
cago, and having pursued a three years’ course, 
graduated in the Class of 86, on the 5th of May. 
Receiving a call from the Evangel Baptist Church 


| of that city he continued to labor as its pastor un- 


children, one son and three daughters: Sophia A., | 


Luisa F., Julius J. and Clara. The parents are 


litical sentiment Mr. Dagenbach is a Democrat. 
He is well known in business circles, although his 


residence in Kenosha covers a comparatively short 
period of time. 


(©; ruary 26, 1856, and is a son of Jacob and 


til 1889, whén he came to Kenosha to accept the 
pastorate of the First Baptist Church of this city. 


His labors have been crowned with success. He 
both members of the Catholic Church, and in po- | 


has not only succeeded in adding many to the 


| church, but was instrumental in erecting the com- 
| modious and handsome house of worship, which 
replaced the old mortar and gravel structure that 


was built in 1847. 
In Chicago, on the 9th of September, 1885, Mr. 


| Corey was united in marriage with Miss Louise M. 
| Ward, who was born in Amherst, Nova Scotia, on 


the 4th of February, 1865, and is a daughter of 


| William E. and Sarah V. (Lowe) Ward.: They 
\ EV. ISAIAH WALLACE COREY, pastor of | 
tze First Baptist Church of Kenosha, was 

born in New Bruns wick, Canada, Feb- | 


Amy (Starkey) Corey. The family came originally | 


from New York, but on the signing of the 


of the Revolutionary War his ancestors, who were | 


strongly in favor of English rule, removed to Can- 
ada. The parents of our subject were married in 
New Brunswick in 1855, and there still reside. 


were also natives of Nova Scotia, and the father 
was of Scotch deseent, while the mother was of 
English extraction. They had a family of four 
children, the oldest of whom is Mrs. Corey. Charles 
O. is now employed as a book-keeper in Chicago; 


| Victoria is teaching in that city; and Mary E. is 
Declaration of Independence at the beginning | 
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elerking in Chicago. The father died December 
4, 1879, but the mother is still living, and makes 
her home with her children in Chicago. By occu- 
pation Mr. Ward was a farmer, and followed that 
business throughout the greater part of bis life. 
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He belonged to the Christian Church, of which his 
wife is also a member. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Corey have been born three 
children—Amy M., Ralph W. and Myron L. Rev. 


Corey is a Republican in politics though in no | time, decided to try his fortune in the West. In 


sense a politician. The church over which he now 
forty, and is in a flourishing condition. He has 
won the respect and good will, not only of his own 
congregation but has secured the esteem of all 
with whom he has been brought in contract. By 
his own life as well as his sermons he teaches the 
divine idea of living. 


Y DWARD BAIN, an early settler of Kenosha 
E County, and one of the pioneer wagon- 
makers of the West, now residing in Keno- 
sha, was born at Kinderhook, Columbia County, 
N. Y., March 9, 1823, and is a son of Bastian and 
Moyea (Huyck) Bain, both of whom were natives 
of the Empire State. The Bain family is of Scotch 
origin, and the name was formerly spelled MacBen, 
but was subsequently Anglicized into Bain. 
Bastian Bain was born in Columbia County, 
March 27,1794, and on reaching manhood wedded 
Miss Huyck, who was descended from Holland an- 
cestors. Though Mr. Bain was distinctively Scotch, 
by living among the Dutch he readily took up with 
their ways and became a member of the Dutch 
Reformed Church, as did also. his wife. He was 
one of eight children whose father, Hugh Bain, 
was a substantial farmer. Bastian also made farm- 
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and an equal length of time in an rn at 
Lenox, Mass. When sixteen years of age he was 
bound out for five years to a hardware merchant, 


of Albany, N. V., and after having served out his 


| this part of the State Mr. Bain had a friend whom 
presides has a membership of one hundred and | 


he visited and believing Southport a good place to 


| open business, he returned to Albany and brought 
| out a stock of hardware, arriving in this village in 


1844. For some twenty years he engaged in the 
hardware business, during the last half of which 
period his brother Lewis was his partner. In 1852 


| Mr. Bain purchased the wagon factory in Kenosha, 
| established by Henry Mitchell, in partnership with 


J. V. Quarrels, and embarked in that enterprise, 
Mr. Mitchell superintending the works for two 
years thereafter. Mr. Bain proved himself a com- 


| petent and successful business man and from a 


yearly output of a few hundred wagons made by 
hand, he increased the yearly product of the fac- 
tory to fifteen thousand vehicles. It was in 1882, 
that the Bain Wagon Company was incorporated 
with a capital stock of $400,000, and the following 
otficers: Edward Bain, President; George Yule, 
Vice-president and Superintendent; Frederick $. 
Newell, Secretary; and Charles H. Bain, Treasurer. 


The buildings and yards of this establishment 


cover about ten acres and some three hundred 
hands are employed, making it the most extcnsive 


| manufacturing enterprise of Kenosha. 


ing his life occupation and in political sentiment | 


was an old-line Democrat. Both, he and his wife 
spent their days in their native State and were of 
that sturdy, unpretentious class from which so 
many of our ablest men have sprung. Of their 


family,six children reached years of maturity and | 


are still living. 
Edward Bain, of this sketch, is the third in order 
of birth. For his day, he had exceptional educa- 


tional advantages. After attending the district | 
schools, he spent a year in Kinderhook Academy | 


On the 20th of September, 1847, in Kenosha, 
Mr. Bain was united in marriage with Miss Harriet 
M., daughter of Jared and Cecelia (Scott) Brock- 
ett, both of whom were natives of New York, in 
which State the mother died. Mr. Brockett mar- 
ried again and among the early settlers came to 
Kenosha, where he died when about eighty-seven 
years of age. Mrs. Bain is the only living child 
of this family. She was born in Waterford, Sara- 
toga County, N. Y., June 7, 1837, and by her mar- 
riage three children have been born as foilows: 
Frances C., wife of Frederick S. Newell, Secretary 
of the Bain Wagon Company; Carrie M., wife of 
Col. James J. Hoyt, President of the Kenosha 
Watch Case Company, and Charles II., Treasurer 
of the Bain Wagon Company. 

In early life Mr. Bain was a Democrat in poli- 


tics but since the nr of the — 
party he has been one of its stanch supporters. 
His wife is a member of the Congregational Church. 
Of the First National Bank of Kenosha Mr. Bain 
isa Director. In his business affairs he has been 
remarkably successful and it is generally said that 
he is the heaviest tax payer in the county. His 
accumulations, with the exception of about 7,000, 


are the product of industry, good management, | 


and judicious investment on his part, and his 
prosperity is therefore well merited. In personal 
appearance, Mr. Bain is erect, of stout build, quick 
in movement, and withal devoid of display. His 
course in life has ever won him the confidence and 
respect of those with whom he has come in 
contact. 


DFD 


RANK A. RUNALS well deserves repre- 
E sentation in this volume as he is one of 

the leading citizens of Somers Township, 
Kenosha County, and a representative of a family 
which has been prominently connected with the 
history of Southeastern Wisconsin since an early 
day. He now resides on section 25, where he 
owns a desirable property. He was born in the 
city of Kenosha, March 7, 1853, and is a son of 


Eli G. Runals, who was born in New York in | 
When a small lad his father was left an | 


1814. 
orphan and thus thrown upon his own resources, 


he learned the hatter’s trade and with an uncle | 


carried on a successful business in that line in the 


Empire State for a few years. The year 1840 | 
witnessed his arrival in Southport, Wis., where he | 


soon engaged in business. He was a wide-awake 
business man, public spirited and progressive and 
did much for the city. He erected a number of 
business houses, including a hotel known as the 


Runals House, which was located where the Grant | 


House now stands, and there engaged in the hotel 
business for a few years. With other public enter- 
prises he was connected. 


institutions of the county. In 1857 he purchased 
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| Weyl, of Chicago, and died in 1871. 
| sister, Lily, was educated in Kenosha and Cleve- 
land. Ohio, and possesses musical talent of a high 


He was one of the orig- | 
inal members and was elected President of the | 
Kenosha County Bank, one of the leading moneyed | 
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the fore on which our N now — and 
greatly improved the place. He set out an exten- 
sive orchard, containing excellent varieties of all 
kinds of fruit, and for four years successfully en- 
gaged in agriculture, when in 1864 he returned to 
the city. About seven years later he again re- 
moved to his farm and spent his remaining days. 
In 1864 Mr. Runals became engaged in the oil 
business at Pitt Hole City, Pa., which he carried on 
successfully for four years and then became a mem- 
ber of a wholesale hardware store in New York 
City, with which he was connected for three years. 
He also owned and dealt largely in lands in Wis- 
consin, Illinois, Nebraska and other Western States. 
He met with some reverses but was generally sue- 
cessful, and whether he made or lost in his ventures, 
went ahead just the same. Reverses never dis- 
couraged him but rather stimulated him to renewed 
and greater effort. In early life Mr. Runals was 
a Democrat but on the breaking out of the late 
war became a Republiean. A strong advocate of 
temperance principles, he afterwards identified 
himself with the Prohibition party but was never 


| a politician in the sense of office-seeking. Fair 


and honest in all his dealings, he won the con- 
fidence and respect of those with whom he came 
in contact and his death, which occurred Novem- 
ber 7, 1890, was deeply mourned by many friends. 

Mrs. Runals still survives her husband and is 
now living in Chicago. In her maidenhood she 
was Miss Helen Charill Murray, a daughter of Eli 
Murray, and in her native State, New York, she 
was educated and grew to womanhood. Frank A. 
Runals is their only son and the second of three 
children. Ida Belle, the older sister, after acquir- 
ing a liberal education became the wife of Charles 
The younger 


order obtained at New York City and Chicago. 
She takes an active interest in the work of temper- 
ance. 

Our subject, after attending the whools of Ken- 
osha pursued his studies in Racine College and in 
the Ypsilanti Normal School. E turning to die 
father’s farm he devoted his time ad attention to 
stock raising and agricultural p ırsuits, making 
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this occupation his life work. As a companion of 
life’s journey he chose Miss Carrie Warburton 
Stryker, their union being celebrated in Kenosha, 
October 27, 1881. A native of that city, the lady 
was there reared and educated. She is a daughter 
of the late James M. Stryker, one of the most en- 
terprising and prominent business men of Kenosha 
in its early days. For many years he was connected 
with its leading interests; in later years being en- 
gaged in business in Chicago, where he died in 
1887. His wife still survives him and resides in 
Chicago. Her maiden name was Ellen M. Brooks, 
daughter of Hon. John A. Brooks, of Michigan. 


Mr. and Mrs. Runals began their domestic life | 


upon the old homestead where they have since 
resided and their union has been blessed with four 
children—Frank A., Ida Belle, Ellen Eugenie 
Stryker and Helen Charill. In politics Mr. Runals 
is a Republican on questions of national impor- 
tance, butin local elections supports the men whom 
he thinks will best fill the office. He has ever been 
an advocate of temperance principles. Educational, 


worth well entitles him to representation in this 


volume. 


— 


M ILMAN M. COOMBS, who follows general 
! farming in Rochester Township, Racine | 
1 County, Wis., his home being on section 5, 


is a native of the Pine Tree State. The date of his ! 
birth is July 25, 1833. The Coombs family is of 


French origin, and the parents of our subject, Abner 
and Anstrus Coombs, were natives of Maine. 

The year 1842 witnessed their emigration to the 
Territory of Wisconsin, asit then was,and they 
settled on the farm which is now the home of our 
subject, Their family numbered ten children— 
Susan is the wife of G. W. Hoyt, of Los Angeles, 
Cal.; Hannah died in infancy; Angeline died in 


1842; Albion P. Coombs is a resident of Burling- | 


ton, Wis.; Susetta was the wife of Samuel Clark, a 
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| men. 


| Averysboro and Bentonville. 
was honorably discharged from the service and re- 
| turned home. A faithful soldier, he was ever 
| found at his post of duty, and valiantly aided his 


panas of Minnesota, both of whom are deceased; 
Thankful died in the year 1855; Mary F., the widow 
of Charles Soule, is a resident of Los Angeles, Cal.; 
Lorenzo D. is a physician and a resident of Hills- 
dale, Mich. In May of the year 1861, he enlisted in 
Company F, Second Wisconsin Infantry, in which 


| capacity he served in the Iron Brigade through 


several hard fought battles, such as Gettysburg, 


| and also the Battle of the Wilderness, where, by 


the loss of a foot, he was discharged; Maria became 


| the wife of Albert Sawyer, a farmer of Rochester 


Township, but is now deceased. 

The father of this family was a minister of the 
Free Baptist Church, and is one of nature's noble- 
He won the confidence and esteem of all 
with whom he came in contact, and his death, 


| which occurred in his eighty-sixth year, March 15, 


1880, was sincerely mourned by many friends. 
His wife was called to her final rest on the 8th 
of August, 1874, at the age of seventy-five. Under 


| the parental roof Gilman M. Coombs was reared to 
| manhood, 
moral and social interests find in him a friend, and | 
among the best citizens of Kenosha County should | 
be numbered Frank A. Runals, whose sterling | 


He was nine years of age when, with 
his parents, he came to Wisconsin. His primary 
education, acquired in the common schools, was 
continued fora short time in Hillsdale College, 
Michigan. 

On returning from school our subject remained 
with his parents until the summer of 1862, when, 
feeling that his country needed his services, he en- 
rolled his name as a private of Company F, Twenty- 
second Wisconsin Infantry, on the 14th of August, 
1862. The first important engagement in which 
he participated was at Resaca, after which he took 
part in the battles of New Hope Church, Peach 
Tree Creek, and a number of other engagements of 
the Atlanta Campaign. He also followed the for- 
tunes of Sherman `s army on the March to the Sea, 
afterward taking part in the last battles, namely; 
In June, 1865, he 


country in the preservation of the Union. 
On being mustered out of service, Mr. Coombs 


| once more resumed farming, which he has since 


followed. On the ist of February, 1866, he was 
united in marriage to Miss Asenath J. Norton, 


daughter of James and Esther Norton. 
children grace their union, all sons: George A., Al- 
bert N. and Howard M. The family circle re- 


mained unbroken until January 25, 1885, when 


the wife and mother was laid at rest. 

April 2d, 1890, Gilman M. Coombs was again 
united in marriage with Miss Kate Wettrow, daugh- 
ter of John and Mary Wettrow. 


ist. Both he and his wife hold membership with 
the Free Baptist Church, at Honey Creek, Wis. 
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County, was born on the 12th of August, 1816, in 


Madison County, N. Y., and is the third in order | 
His father, 
Jehiel Clark, a native of Connecticut, was born | 
about 1779, and became an expert clock and watch | 
| Lucy H. became the wife of Leonard Brush, a resi- 


of birth in a family of five children. 


maker. He made a specialty of the manufacture 


of large town clocks and was quite successful in | 
this line of business. In politics he was an old | 
line Whig and was a member of the Methodist | 


Church. Of a kind and generous disposition he 


gave liberally to charitable and benevolent inter- | 
ests and in the community where he resided was | 
He reached | 


highly esteemed for his sterling worth. 
the age of three-score years and ten and when 
called to his final rest, his remains were interred 
in Cazenovia Cemetery. His wife, whose maiden 
name was Hepsebeth Ticknor, was born in the 
Empire State in 1789, and died about 1847. Of 


their three sons and two daughters, the eldest, | 


Julia, di- d in infancy; Jehiel, a Methodist clergy- 
man, died at the age of seventy-three years, leav- 
ing a widow to mourn his loss; Nathan M. is the 
next younger; Ira B., a farmer, died at his home 
in Casenovia, N. Y., and his widow yet survives 
him; Elijah T., is engaged in agricultural pursuits 
in Casenovia, N. Y., where he and his family re- 
side, and Lucinda, who makes her home in Union 


Grove, is the widow of Charles Scofield, of New | 


Pork, who was a farmer and local minister. 


Three | 


| with five children as follows: 
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The early life of «ur subject was an uneventful 
one spent in the usual manner of farmer lads. At 
the age of seventeen he began to learn the black- 
smith’s trade, starting in life without a dollar. 


Ile continued to follow that vocation for twenty 
| years in New York,and being an efficient workman 
| secured liberal patronage. At the age of twenty- 
In his political 


affiliations Mr. Coombs is a stalwart Prahibition- | journey Miss Emeline L. Cleveland, a native of 


five he chose as a companion and helpmate on life’s 


Pompey, Onondago County, N. Y., born October 
24, 1820. Their marriage was celebrated on the 
3d of March, 1842, and their union has been blessed 
Jerome E., who en- 
listed for the late war as a member of the Twenty- 


| Second Wisconsin Cavalry, died from sickness 


)ATHAN M. CLARK, a retired merchant | 
[ and one of the representative and highly 


brought on from exposure at Nicholsville, Ky. 


| His parents brought his remains back to the old 
Z respected citizens of Union Grove, Racine | 


home and he was laid to rest in Union Grove 
Cemetery. His is the grave of an honored soldier 
who laid down his life on the altar of his country. 
Lucinda M.is the wife of Orin Moe, and unto 
them have been born six children—Linnie E., 
Allen S., Clifford, Zelia L., Edwin N. and Ray W. 


dent farmer of this community, and died October 
3, 1869, leaving a daughter, Lucy May, whom: we 
will mention later on; Frankie N. died in 1863, at 
the age of eight years; Wallace C., who married 
Miss Louisa Werner, is now an eminent physician 
and surgeon of Chicago, and is represented on 
another page. Out of the kindness of their hearts 
Mr. and Mrs. Clark took to their home on the 
death of her mother, Lucy May Brush, their little 
granddaughter whom they tenderly cared for until 
she had attained to mature years. Liberal educa- 
tional advantages were afforded her and at the 
age of seventeen she became a school teacher, con- 
tinuing to teach until her marriage at twenty-two. 
For two years she was employed in the Union 
Grove schools and won the love and respect of her 
pupils. She filled the position of organist in the 


| Methodist Church and was a young lady whose 


many excellencies of character won her the love 
and regard of all with whom she came in contact. 

It was in 1858 that Mr. Clark severed his busi- 
ness relations in the East and started with his fam- 
ily for Wisconsin. They traveled from Buffalo, 
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N. Y., by way of the lakes, and fiat a trip of 


nine days reached their destination, but the voyage 
was a rough one. The vessel so pitched and tossed 
that the dishes were thrown from the table, the 


passengers were obliged to hold to their berths to | community are many. 


keep in bed, and many thought that they would 


never again set foot on land. When they came | 
to Racine the city contained only about eight ' 
thousand inhabitants but now has three times that | 


number. Union Grove, where they located, had 
but one store, no sidewalks, and a population of 
only one hundred. It was Mr. Clark’s intention 


to build a blacksn.ith’s shop and follow his old | 


trade but events caused him to change his deter- 
mination and he embarked in general merchandis- 
ing which he followed for about three years. He 
commenced business in what is now the printing 
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lady of kind and amiable disposition and in the 
hospitable home over which she presides her guests 
are made to feel at their ease. In social circles 
she ranks high and her friends throughout the 
Like her husband she de- 
lights in good works and is an active member of 
the Ladies’ Foreign Missionary Society. Mr. 
Clark has ever been a valued citizen of this com- 
munity, whose enterprising and progressive spirit 
has done much for the upbuilding of the town. 
The sketch of Mr. and Mrs. Clark deserve an hon- 
orable place in this volume, for few are more widely 
known and none held in higher regard in this 
locality than these worthy pioneers. 


office of the Union Grove Enterprise, the building 


being erected especially for the purpose. He also 
engaged in hotel keeping for about five years. but 
at length disposed of both his hotel and store and 
spent one year in Kansasville, Wis., in merchan- 
dising. He then returned to Union Grove and in 


1873 traded his store for a farm of one hundred | 
Having 


acres which he operated for five years. 
rented his farm he moved to Union Grove and be- 


came one of the firm of Clark & Goodrich, general | 
merchants, which partnership continued for two | 


years, when Mr. Clark disposed of his interest, 
since which time he has lived a retired life. 


In political sentiment, Mr. Clark was first an old | 


line Whig and proudly cast his first Presidential 
vote for William Henry Harrison. 
Republican party at its organization and his last 
ballot supported Benjamin Harrison, the illustrious 
grandson of the Tippecanoe hero. Both he and 


his wife are devoted and consistent members of | 


the Methodist Church, in the work of which they 
take an active part. For nearly thirty years Mr. 


Clark has been one of the Trustees of the church | 
and for a quarter of a century has filled the office | 
of Steward. He contributed liberally to the build- | 


ing of the present house of worship and to all 


charitable and benevolent interests his aid has been | 
generously bestowed. He and his wife havea | 


pleasant home in Union Grove where they expect 


to spend the remainder of their lives. She is a ' 


He joined the | 


¿V. JASON LOTHROP, deceased, was a 
native of the Bay State. He was born in 
Taunton. Mass., May 16, 1794, his parents 
being John and Sarah (Cook) Lothrop. 
He was their seventh son and therefore, according 
to the old superstition, he must follow the medical 
profession. He soon, however, determined other- 
| wise. His educational advantages were excep- 
tional for that day, he being a classical scholar and 
throughout life a close student. In 1816, he 
united with the primitive Baptist Church and 
| eight years later in company with Elon Galusha 
and Augustine G. Dauby, published the first num- 
ber of the Baptist Register. 

On the 16th of February, 1817, Mr. Lothrop 
wedded Susan Judkins, a native of Danbury, N. 
H., born August 3, 1796. She was a direct descen- 
dant of John Rogers, the martyr, and a distant 
cousin of Daniel Webster. In an early day, ac- 
| companied by his wife, Mr. Lothrop emigratea 
from Massachusetts to Utica, N. I. He had 
learned in early life, the bookbinder’s trade, which 
he followed at various intervals. His daughter, 
Mrs. Susan H. Burr, of Kenosha, has several vol- 
umes of his letters, dating as far back as 1819, 
which were bound by him after coming to this 
city. For a time he taught school in Hannibal, 
N. Y., and in 1835 with his family took up his resi- 
dence at Pike River, which afterwards became 


time he followed surveying and printing, and he 


brought the firet printer’s type to this city. He 
assisted in organizing the first Baptist Church in 
Southport and was its first pastor. Being both a 
fluent speaker and writer on all questions, his pro- 
ductions show a broad and comprehensive knowl- 
edge. As long as his health would permit he con- 
tinued to preach the gospel and the good resulting 
from his labors can never be estimated. He died 


in Kenosha in 1871, respected hy all who knew 


him. 
Mr. Lothrop was the father of three children— 


Jason, the well-known surveyor of Kenosha; Mrs. | 


Susan H. Burr, who is the oldest living settler of 
this. city, and like her father a ready writer, both 
in prose and verse; and Lucian, who died in 
Iowa. The father was a man of exceptional men- 
tal endowments which he ever used to show and 
lead men to a higher plane of thought and action 
Perhaps there was not a person better or more 
favorably known throughout this section of the 
State than Rev. Jason Lothrop. His remains now 
rest in the cemetery of Kenosha. 
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ON. JOHN ELKINS, the pioneer jeweler 

of Southeastern Wisconsin, and an hon- 

ored resident of Racine, where he has re- | 

) sided for almost forty years, is a native of | 

the old Granite State. He was born in Piermont, | 


N. H., on May 23, 1815, and is the son of Josiah 
and Nancy (Shirley) Elkins. The Elkins family, 
of which our subject is a member, is of English 
origin. 
was born at sea while his parents were on a fishing ex- 


pedition of the eastern coast of the United States. 
He afterward settled in New Hampshire, and at old | 
| cine, and shortly afterwards formed a partnership 


Hampton, of that State, Josiah Elkins was born, 
in 1781. 


known to the writer. 
and married. Her husband became a substantial 


farmer, was a Whig in political sentiment, and 


The Shirley family was an old New | 
Hampshire family, aleo, but their origin is un- | 
The mother of our subject | 
was born in Chester, N. H., and was there reared | 
| he admitted his son Edmund to partnership, in 


the Congregational Church. He died in his na- 
tive State in 1838, after which his widow made 
her home with her son, John,in Racine, and died 
in this city in 1867, her remains being interred in 
Mound Cemetery. In their family were five chil- 
dren, but only two survive—Mrs. Nancy Peck, of 
Argyle, Minn.; and John, of this sketch. 

Our subject was the fourth child, and was edu- 
cated in the old-time New England schools. 
Amidst the granite hills of his native State he 
was reared to farm life, and became familiar with 
all the details of agriculture. At the age of sev- 
enteen he went to Boston, where he served a four- 
years’ apprenticeship to the jeweler’s trade, after 
which he was employed asa journeyman jeweler 
for one year in Pittsburg, Pa. In April, 1837, he 
went to St. Louis, Mo., where he purchased a city 
lot, with the understanding that he was to work 
in payment of the amount, but the cholera having 
broken out before he had worked long, he traded 
the amount back that would have applied on his 
account, with the person of whom he had made 
the purchase, and was relieved from his contract. 
He then removed to Rushville, Schuyler County, 
III., where he opened a jeweler's shop, and did a 


| thriving business. There was no jeweler at that 
| time nearer than two hundred miles of that point, 
and Springfield was then a bog. 


On January 22, 1840, Mr. Elkins was married in 
Rushville, to Miss Eliza Putman, who was born in 
Schenectady, N. Y., in 1821, and is a daughter of 
Cornelius V. Putman. About four years after lo- 


eating in Rust.ville, Mr. Elkins removed to Ft. 


Madison, Iowa, where he remained but a short 


time and then became a resident of Southport, 
The paternal grandfather of John Elkins | 


now Kenosha, Wis., arriving in that place in No- 
vember, 1843. There he engaged in business in 
his line of trade, which he carried on successfully 
for nine years, when in 1852 he removed to Ra- 


with S. F. Heath, under the firm name of Heath & 
Elkins, which connection was continued for seven 
years, when it was dissolved by mutual consent. 
After this Mr. Elkins was alone in business until 


1861. The firmof John Elkins & Son existed 


Arta 
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four years, when it was dissolved by the death of | was reared to manhood in the usual manner of 


the son, after which a son-in-law, George Beemer, | 
who is now located at the Black Hills, was his | 
majority, he was joined in wedlock in June, 1837, 


partner for five years. During the past seventeen 


years his son-in-law, II. J. Smith, the present Post- 


master of Racine, has been associated with him in 
business. This house is the oldest established 
jewelry house in Racine, if not in the county, and 


the most extensive. Their stock consists of afull | 


line of watches, clocks and jewelry, together with 
musical instruments and musical merchandise. 
To Mr. and Mrs, Elkins were born four children- 


Edmund, deceased; George, who died at the age 


of two years; Nancy M., wife of H. J. Smith, of 
Racine; and Gertrude, wife of George Beemer. 

Politically, Mr. Elkins was a Whig in early life, 
and since the organization of the party has bcen a 
Republican. He has served as School Commissioner 
two years, and in 1872 was elected to the Wiscon- 
sin Legislature, where he served one term very ac- 
ceptably as a member of the House of Representa- 
tives. Socially, he is an Odd Fellow and a Mason, 
having maintained membership in the first named 
order since 1846, and in the latter since 1858, He 
has attained to the Knight Templar degree, and is 
a member of the Racine societies of both frater- 
nities. Mr. Elkins has now been a resident of 
Wisconsin for nearly fifty years, thirty-nine of 
which he has passed in business at Racine, and his 
course has always been upright and honorable, 
winning for him the high esteem and confinence 
of his fellow-citizens. His life has been a busy 
and useful one, and although now in his seventy - 
seventh year, he is still actively employed about 
his business. 


VAN OWEN, a well-known pioneer of Ra- 
E cine County, of 1844, now a resident of Ra- 
cine, is of Welsh birth. He was born in 
Monmouthshire, Wales, on the 18th of October, 
1816, and is the son of Evan and Ann (Evan) 


Owen, worthy citizens of Wales, who spent their | 
entire lives in their native country. Our subject 


farmer lads, his boyhood days being passed midst 
play and work. At length, having attained his 


with Miss Mary Williams, who was born in the 
neighborhood of her husband's birthplace, and is 
a daughter of William Williams. The young 
couple began their domestic life in Monmouth- 
shire, where they resided for some time. 

It was in 1844, that Mr. Owen, accompanied by 
his family emigrated to America, coming direct to 
Wisconsin, and in May of that year settled in the 
town of Mt. Pleasant, Racine County, where he en- 
gaged in farming. He prospered in this under- 
taking and acquired a considerable property, hav- 
ing three different farms. The one on section 16, 
now owned by Albert Fancher, was his home until 
1884, when he moved to Racine, where he has 


| since resided, having a tasty and commodious resi- 


dence at 724 Racine Street. 

Mr. Owen and his wife were blessed with a fam- 
ily of nine children, five sons and four daughters, 
of whom six are yet living—Evan W., the eldest, 
married Miss Lavancia Shaw and resides in Fan 
cher; William A. was united in marriage with 
Miss Elizabeth Foulks, and followed farming in Mt. 
Pleasant Township; Mary Ann became the wife of 
Griffith Evans and is now deceased; Owen W. 
married Jane Williams and resides in Racine; Ann 
Dorothea, is the wife of Lewis Williams, who is 
engaged in agricultural pursuits in Mt. Pleasant 
Township; Robert A. wedded Augusta Rourk, 
and is also a farmer of Mt. Pleasant Township; 
Lewis A, and Eleanor both died in infancy; and 
Eleanor Jane, who completes the family, is now 
the wife of Rees H. Davis, a resident of Racine. 

Mr. Owen possessed excellent business ability, was 
enterprising and industrious and by his fellow- 
townsmen was accounted one of the leading 
farmers of the community. He and his wife are 
both members of the Welsh Presbyterian Church; 
in political sentiment he is a Republican, having 
long support that. party and its principles. He is 
now seventy-five years of age, but is yet well 


| preserved and in full possession of his faculties. 


His life has been a busy and useful one and such as 
to command the respect and confidence of his fellow. 
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citizens.in a marked degree. He is now living at at son, Wis. to live with ith his RE Mrs. Marie M. 


ease in the enjoyment of liberal means, acquired | 
| Philadelphia, where he died March 27, 1891. He 


through many years of active employment. 
Through forty-seven years of age he has been an 


eye witness of the growth and upbuilding of Ra- 


eine County, willingly bearing his part in all labor, 
and none is more deserving of representation ın 
this volume than Evan Owen, tlıe honored pio- 
neer, 


HARLES H. MINER, assistant secretary of 
( the J. I. Case Threshing Machine Company 
WZ 


of Racine, was born in Rushford, Allegany 


County, N. Y., January 12, 1840, and is a son of | 


Rev. A. Miner, who was born on the 8th of Janu- 
ary, 1806, in Brookfield, Madison County, N. Y. 
In Hamilton, now Colgate University, he prepared 
for the ministry and was graduated from that insti- 
tution in 1829, but two years before leaving col- 
lege he was ordained. At Rushford, N. Y., on the 
4th of December, 1830, he married Maria McCall, 
daughter of James McCali, one of the prominent 
citizens of New York, who served as judge in that 
State and as a member of the General Assembly. 
Mrs. Miner was born in Rushford, February 12, 
1812. Having preached in New York until 1842, 
Rev. Mr. Miner and his family came by wagon most 
of the way to the Territory of Wisconsin, locating 


in Waukesha. He was the first Baptist minister of 


that section and under his charge the first church 
in that place was built. It is now used as a city 


hall. His home was the resort for pioneer preach- | 


ers and he was widely known throughout the 
State. He gave up his pastoral work to be- 
come district secretary of the Wisconsin Baptist 


Association and traveled over Wisconsin, Illinois | 
and Iowa. He was also a very successful business | 
In April, 1855, the Waukesha County Bank, 
now Waukesha National Bank, was started and he | 
was its president until 1866. Mrs. Miner died 
July 26, 1847, and the following year, Mr. Miner | 


man. 


wedded Mrs. Mary E. Andrews who died some 
fifteen years later. 


City, owa. Eleven years later he went to Madi. 


of the collection department. 


About 1865, he married Mrs. | 
Laurette Hanford, and in 1867, removed to Charles | 
born two daughters—Marie and Ruth, 


Richards, and subsequently accompanied her to 


was a man of stout build and a wonderful power 
of endurance. His life was well and worthily 
spent in a noble cause and he won many friends. 
In politics, he was first a Whig and then a Re- 
publican. Mr. Miner was the father of four chil- 
dren—all born of his first marriage—Daniel C., a 
farmer of Louisiana; James M., who resides in 


| Charles City, Iowa; C. H., of this sketch and Marie 


M., wife of Rev. Dr. C. II. Richards, of Phila- 


| delphia, Pa. 


The primary education of our subject acquired 
in the district schools was supplemented by a 
course in Carroll College, but he left schoól while 
in his sophomore year at the age of sixteen and 
entered the Waukeska (County) Bank as an office 
boy. At the age of eighteen, he was acting cashier 
and at twenty-one, was elected cashier, filling the 
position until 1866, when it was made a National 
Bank. He there remaiued for a year longer, after 
which he went to Pennsylvania and was interested 
in the hotel business in Oil City, Pitt Hole and 
Franklin. He went to Charles City, Iowa, where 
he engaged in the livery business for two years 


and in 1870, became an employe of $. L. Sheldon, 


of Madison, Wis. It was in 1872 that Mr. Miner 


| came to Racine, entering the employ of the J. I. 


Case Threshing Machine Company, with which he 
has since been connected. He was on the road 
until 1881, and then went into the office in charge 
The last six years, 
he has been assistant secretary and has proved 
himself a capable man for the office. 

An important event in the life of Mr. Miner oc- 
curred in Nashua, N. H,, May 18, 1876—his mar- 
riage with Isora M. Stevens, a native of Boston, 
Mass., and a daughter of David and Rosetta 
(Taylor) Stevens, both of whom were natives of 
the Green Mountain State and removed from 
thence to New Hampshire, where they made a 
permanent home. The father died at the age of 
sixty-nine years and the mother is yet living at the 
age of sixty-two. They were the parents of seven 
children. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Miner have been 
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In his political affiliations, Mr. Miner is a Re- 
publican but has never sought public office, prefer- 
ing to give his entire time and attention to his 
business. His wife is a member of the Presbyterian 
Church and both are held in high regard by their 
many friends. He is also Vice-President of the 
Building and Loan Assocation and the responsible 
position which he holds with the J. I. Case Thresh- 
ing Machine Company evinces his capacity and his 
fidelity to the interests of his employers. 


[| OSEPH MOON, senior member of the firm 
of Moon & Davis, mason builders and 
contractors, has been identified with Racine 

Y and its growth and development for the 
last forty years. He is one of the valued and 
prominent citizens, as well asa leading business 
man in the community, and his fellow-townsmen 
entertain for him the highest respect and regard. 

Mr. Moon is a native of the Island of Gurnsey, 
and was born on the 27th of November, 1829. 
His father, Samuel Moon, was born in Cornwall, 
England, and while fishing with a brother ina 
small boat in the English Channel was driven by 
a severe storm toward the coast of France. They 
landed on a small and nearly barren island from 
which they were picked up by a passing vessel and 
taken to the Isle of Gurnsey. ‘The brother returned 
to Cornwall, but the father of our subject deter- 
mined to remain on the island whither he had been 
carried. 
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as was her father. On their wedding day, Mr. and 


as contractors and builders. 


He sougbt and obtained employmentand | 


was afterwards married to Elizabeth Raby, a native | 


of the island and a descendant of the old Norman 
eonquerors. Samuel Moon engaged in the lumber 
business and died in 1836. His wife long survived 
him and passed away in 1868, at the age of eighty- 
three years. 

We now take up the personal history of our sub- 
ject, who when a young man learned the mason’s 
trade which he followed in Gurnsey until his mar- 
riage. That important event in his life occurred 
on the Ist of March, 1851, when he was joined in 
wedlock with Miss Sophia Gilbert, daughter of 


$ 


John Gilbert and a native of the Isle of Gurnsey, 


Mrs. Moon started for America. Going first to 
England, however, they spenta week in London 
viewing the sights of the world’s metropolis and 
visiting friends in that city. They then sailed for 
New Vork on an American sbip, called the“ Amer- 
ican Congress” and after a voyage of six weeks 
the vessel dropped anchor in the harbor of New 
York, on the 20 of April of that year. Without 
further delay they continued their journey to Ra- 
cine, Wis., and in June following purchased the 
block on which they have since resided. 

Four children graced the union of Mr. and Mrs. 
Moon, but only one is now living— Mary Elizabeth, 
who was born October 3, 1852, died at the age of 
ten years; Sophia, born in September, 1854, died 
in childhood; Ella S., born on the 6th of March, 
1857, is now the wife of A. Cary Judd, of Racine, 
to whom she was married August 21, 1878; and 
John Samuel, the youngest of the family was born 
November 24. 1862, and died in infancy. 

Soon after locating in Racine, Mr. Moon formed 
a partnership with Joseph Boydale, which contin- 
ued about a year anda half, they doing business 
He was also a partner 
of John Gallien in the same line, and in 1865 he 
became associated with J. P. Corse and for seven- 
teen years they carried on an extensive business as 
masons, contractors and builders. At the expira- 
tion of that period the partnership was dissolved 
by mutual consent and the relation between Mr. 
Moon and W. D. Davis was assumed and thus the 
existing firm of Moon & Davis sprang into exist- 
ance. 

Our subject has been instrumental, either as a 
wage-worker or contractor, in the erection of many 
of the best buildings in the city and vicinity. Al- 
most his first work was to aid in building the old 
Universalist Church in 1851. He helped to build 
the Congregational Church on State Street, to- 
gather with many of the Racine College buildings 
and later the Chapel, the Taylor Orphan Asylum, 
St. Luke's Church, the first National Bank and the 
Manufacturers’ National Bank. He rebuilt the 
Harbridge Block, erected Mr. Brown's residence on 
Milwaukee Avenue, the Spencer Building on Sixth 
Street, the woolen mills and the residence of Mrs 


Mary Murray. He had haga ot ihe building of 


Avenue and in the fall of 1891 inspected the addi- 
tion to the Howell School building in the Sixth 
Ward. 


In February 1865, Mr. Moon’ enlisted in the | 


military service of the United States for the late 
war as a member of Company K, Forty-ninth Reg- 


iment, Wisconsin Infantry and served until Nov- | 


ember of the same year. Toward the close of his 


term of service he was taken sick, his illness being | 


caused by exposure, and received an honorable 
discharge. He has ever been a faithful citizen of 
his adopted country and one who has taken an ac- 
tive interest in the upbuilding of the community 
in which he resides. In politics he is a Republecan 
but has never desired office, preferring to devote 
his undivided attention to his business affairs. 
Mr. and Mrs. Moon and their daughter are mem- 
bers of the Church of the Holy 
Episcopal—on Washington Avenue. 

In 1886 our subject and his wife made a visit 
to his native land, where, after greeting surviving 
friends there and renewing old acquaintances, 
they crossed to Engiand, visiting the principal 
points of interest in London, and then returned to 
their home in Racine, after an absence of five 
month. Their experience in crossing the ocean in 
a few days, when the vessel was propelled by steam, 
was an enjoyable contrast to their trip to America 
by a sail vessel in 1851. In all his extensive and 
varied business relations. Mr. Moon has always 
proved an upright, honorable man and by industry, 
enterprise and frugality has acquired a valuable 
property. 


Inocents—the 


| AMES HENRY POLLOCK, a retired farmer 
residing at 1042 Center Street, Racine, is an 
early settler and respected citizen of Racine 


County. He was born in Carlisle, Schoharie 
County, N. Y., on the 25th of March, 1824, and is 
ason of George and Margaret (Young) Pollock. 
His parents were also natives of New York, and 
his grandfather, George Pollock, who was Scotch- 
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cj Irish, came to Arden sige to the War of the 
Charles Erskine's summer residence on Washington | 


Revolution and participated in that memorable 
struggle. He settled in New Jersey, and finally 
moved to Carlisle, N. Y., where be passed the re- 
mainder of his days, 

The father of our subject was a farmer by occu- 
pation, and the son was reared to habits of indus- 
try and economy. He suffered the loss of his 
mother in childhood, and was taught at an early 
age torely on himself. His education was obtained 
largely through his own efforts and in various in- 
stitutions of learning. He attended the Academy 
of Canajoharie, Montgomery County, N. V., of which 
Franklin Everett, a brother of Hon. Edward Ever- 
ett, was principal; was also a studentin the Ames 
Academy, of the same county, of which Gad Ly- 
man was principal; later attended the Baldwinsville 
High School, which was presided over by Lewis 
Miller. In addition to this, he spent some time in 
school at Horner Academy, Cortland County, N. Y. 
In order to earn money to pay his way through 
school, he worked at clearing land, burning logs and 
doing any thing by which he could honestly earn a 
dollar. In this way he acquired the necessary sum 
for tuition. 

In the summer of 1478, Mr. Pollock was married 
in the town of Lysander, Onondaga County, N. Y., 
the lady of his choice being Miss Eveline Halsted, 
and nine children have been born of their union, 
seven of whom are yet living, as follows—Mary E., 
the eldest, became the wife of James Henderson, 
and died in 1886; John C. is married and lives in 
Bismark, N. Dak.; Robert M. was joined in wedlock 
with Christina Corse, and is a practicing attorney 
of Castleton, N. Dak.; J. Randall wedded Marian 
Corse, and also resides in Castleton, N. Dak.; Jennie 
is the wife of John Heigh, of Yorkville, Racine 
County; Eveline C. is now Mrs. Daniel Gould, and 
makes her home at Fox Lake; Charles W. is loca- 
ted in Washington; Roseillia Pollock is now teach- 
ing school in Castleton, Dak.; and Ella, who com- 
pletes the family, died at the age of seventeen 


“years. 


Mr. Pollock is numbered among the settlers of 
Racine County of 1850, in which year he came 
West and settled in the town of Raymond, where 


| he was engaged in farming for three and a half 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
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years. He then purchased a farm of one hundred 
and sixty-four acres in the town of Yorkville, of 
the same county, and also six acres of timber in 
Ivers Grove. He carried on farming in Yorkville 
Township with marked success until the middle of 
October, 1881, when he leased his farm and came 
to Racine, where he has now made his home for 
ten years. Soon after locating in the city he en- 
gaged in the pump business, and later was con- 
nected with the Racine Times Company, as solici- 
tor and collector for Utley’s Dollar Weekly. In 
this work he has been quite successful and prob- 
ably more than three-fourths of the subscribers for 
that paper have been secured by him. He has also 
contributed man y articles for its columns. 

In politics, Mr. Pollock is an original Green- 
backer, and while a resident of Yorkville served 
for several years as Justice of the Peace. He has 
been a great student of political economy and is an 
original thinker on the subject of government re- 
form. In his views on religious topics, he is inde- 
pendent and liberal, and takes little stock in creeds 
and church ceremonies. He still owns his farm in 
Yorkville and some valuable property in Racine. 
He has long been a prominent citizen of the 
county, is a man of influence in the community 
and is well worthy of representation in this 
volume, where is recorded the lives of the honored 
pioneers and leading men of the county. 


— — OO 


Eo. DWIGHT L. BURGESS was born on 
j the 19th of December, 1841, on the farm 

where he yet resides, on section 34, Brighton 

Township, Kenosha County. He is one of 
eight children whose parents, Hon. Lathrom and 
Irene (White) Burgess, were pioneer settlers of this 
county of 1838. Both were natives of Columbia 
County, N. Y., and were of English descent. The 
father received a good common-school education 
in his youth, after which he learned the trade of a 
carpenter and joiner and in the year 1828, went 
to Pennsylvania, where he resided for ten years. 
It was in 1838 that he came to the territory of 


— 


Wisconsin, making the trip by way of the Lakes 
to Southport, now Kenosha, as that was before the 
day of railroads in the West. He soon afterward 
made a claim in Brighton Township, built a frame 
house thereon and when the land came into market 
purchased three hundred and twenty acres situated 
on sections 34 and 35. That cabin home is still 
standing, one of the few land marks that yet re- 
main to tell by contrast of the progress which the 
county has made. When he first located there only 
one house stood between his house and Kenosha, 
and he could ride across the prairie to Burlington 
with no dwelling or fence to intercept his pro- 
gress. Mr. Burgess aided in the erection of the first 
houses in Burlington and has been prominently 
identified with the upbuilding and history of the 
county for about fifty-four years. He resided up- 
on his farm until 1865, when he removed to Ken- 
osha, where he resided until 1883, working at his 
trade of carpentering. In that year he returned 
to the farm, where he is now living in retirement. 
He has long been a prominent and influential citi- 
zen of the county and the people recognized his 
worth and ability by twice electing him to the 
State Legislature. He was the Representative from 
his district in 1852 and again in 1857, and for 
twelve years held the office of Justice of the Peace. 
In politics he is a stanch Republican and every 
public duty he has been called upon to fill has been 
discharged with promptness and fidelity, thus win- 
ning him the commendation of all concerned. 

Of the four sons and four daughters born unto 
Mr. and Mrs. Burgess, Oscar and George died in 
infancy, and Maria died at the age of seventeen 
years; Jane L. is now the wife of H. L. Emmons, 
an eminent lawyer of Baltimore, Md.; Arius A. is 
a resident farmer of Paris Township; Dwight L. 
is the next younger; Adeline C. is the wife of John 
C. Weed, a railroad man at Texarkana, and Sadie 
died in infancy. 

We now take up the personal history of our sub- 
ject who has spent his entire life in the county of 
his nativity, an honor of whom few of his age van 
boast. In the usual manner of farmer lads he was 
reared to manhood and in the district schools of 
the neighborhood acquired his education. At the 
age of eighteen years he began life for himself, 


nn — 


being employed on his father's farm for two years, ' 


when he rented land and engaged in agricultural 
pursuits for himself. He is now the owner of one 


hundred and sixty acres of valuable land, a part 


the original homestead on which his father located 
in 1838. He has his farm under a high state of 
cultivation and well improved, and is regarded as 
one of the leading and progressive agriculturists 
of thé community. 

On the 28th of August, 1865, Mr. Burgess was 
united in marriage with Miss Harriet Northway, 
daughter of Alonzo and Louise (Weed) Northway. 
Their union thas been blessed with one child, a 
son, Elbert Herman, who is now attending business 
college in Chicago. In the community where Mr. 


Burgess has spent his entire life he is held in high | 


regard, for his neighbors know of his sterling 
worth and integrity. In 1889 he was called upon 
to represent his district in the State 


General Assembly. For four years he has served 
as Chairman of the town Board of Supervisors- 
He has followed in the political footsteps of his 
father, supporting the Republican party. He does 
allin his power to promote its interests and in- 
sure its success, and keeps himself well informed 
on the issues of the day. 


to the community. 


F 


ENR B. HINSDALE was born in the city 
PS of New York, February 9, 1807, and was a 
son of Horace and Sarah (Ogden) Hinsdale. 


The Hinsdale family was of Swedish ex- 
traction and was one of the early families of the 
Empire State, while the Ogdens were originally 
from New Jersey. Our subject acquired his edu- 
cation in Basking Ridge Academy of New Jersey, 
which he attended until eighteen years of age, 
when he became an employe in a wholesale mer- 
cantile establishment. He afterwards became a 


member of the firm and had accumulated enough ) 


to retire from business life when the great fire of 
New York in 1835, swept away all that he had. 
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Legislature | 
and proved an able and eflicient member of the | 


He also takes an active | 
part in public affairs calculated to prove of benefit | 
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He then took FR of the affairs of the company 


and settled the books, He continued in the East 
until May, 1843, when he came to Southport, now 
Kenosha, Wis., where he spent the remainder of his 
life, although his business interests were sometimes 
elsewhere, For twelve years he was engaged in 
the lumber trade with F. B. Gardner & Co., of Chi- 
cago, and was then Secretary of the Northwestern 
Telegraph Company, until his death, which oc- 
| curred February 15, 1889. He was successful in 

his business career but was always benevolent and 

charitable and gave freely of his means to worth y 
| causes. In politics he was an enthusiastic Repub- 

lican but was never an aspirant for office, however 
| he served as Postmaster of Southport for one term, 
being appointed to the position in 1844. In New 
York he was a member of the Volunteer Fire De- 
partment and after coming West organized the 
Fire Department in Kenosha. 

Mr. Hinsdale was twice married. On the 9th of 
March, 1831, he wedded Laura G., daughter of 
| John Clark, of Boston, Mass., and she died Sep- 
tember 7, 1833, leaving a son, Robert G., who 
became an Episcopal clergyman, a Professor in 
chemistry and was President of the Hobart College, 
in Geneva, N. Y. He was a man of superior abil- 
ity and prominent. His health failing him he 
went to Mississippi, where he died. Mr. Hinsdale 
| was again married May 28, 1839, to Mary A 
| Hatch, who was born in Frederickstown, Md., No- 
vember 11, 1819, and isa daughter of Frederick 
W., and Mary Ann (Weatherburn) Hatch, both of 
English descent. Her father was the first rector of 
St. Matthews Church, of Kenosha. With his fam- 
ily he came as a missionary to this county in 1843, 
and here remained until 1856, when he went to 
California, where his death occurred in 1860. His 
wife survived him two years and died in Califor- 
nia. He was an intimate friend of Thomas Jeffer- 
son and James Monroe, and for five years served 
as Chaplain in Congress. In the Hatch family 
were four children: Catherine, now deceased; 
Mary A., now Mrs. Hinsdale; Frederick W. and 
William G., who have also passed away. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Hinsdale were born seven 
children: Annie W., wife of Bishop H. M. Thomp- 
son, of Jackson, Miss.; Henry and Sarah, both de- 


n 
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MAPY Catherine, at 1 Fred and Mary, * 5 4 
ceased; and Horace, who was an ordained minister 
in the Episcopal Church, lost his life im conse- 
quence of the excitement and strain upon his sys- 
tem caused by the Chicago fire. The father also 
belonged to that church and took great interest in 
its work, serving as Treasurer and Warden. He | 
was a member of the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows and was a man held in the highest esteem 
by all who knew him for his many excellencies of 
character and the upright life which he lived. His 
widow still makes her home in Kenosha, where she 
is surrounded by many friends. 


E * 
—— > — 
——— — e a | 


a dine, he hin emigrated westward, arriving in 


| Kenosha June 23, 1852. He worked in the employ 
| of others until 1858, when work became scarce and 


in order to have something to do, he opened a 


| shoe shop in company with James Robinson and 
| John Friss. After about six months the latter 


sold out to his partners and two years later Mr. 
Huck became sole proprietor. This was in No- 


vember, 1859, and he labored successfully until 
| the following March, when his tools and all were 


burned. He had no insurance and only a few 
tools without handles remained to him. This was 
on Saturday, but he was again in business on the 
following Monday, having bought out the stock 
of his former partner on credit, Three weeks 


| later he had to again move on account of fire and 


| for a year carried on business inastable. In 1861, 
| he moved his stock to his present location, though 


ATHIAS HUCK, the oldest shoe dealer 
now engaged in business in Kenosha, was 
born in Alsace when that province be- 
longed to France. The date of his birth 

is March 4, 1831, and he is the son of Mathias and 
Barbara (Geyer) Huck, both of whom were natives | 
of Alsace. His father was a well-to-do farmer and 
both himself and wife were members of the Catholic 
Church. They had a family of six children, four 
sons and two daughters. After the mother's death 
Mr. Huck was again married and by the second 
union eight children were born. Three of the 
number crossed the ocean—Mathias, Xavius, a 
tailor of Racine, and a half sister now living in 
Iowa. 

Upon his father's farm our subject spent the 
days of his boyhood and youth. He was educated 
both in French and German, though the latter lan- 
guage was the one spoken by his people. At the 
age of thirteen he began learning the shoemaker’s | 
trade, at which he worked two years, paying all 
his expenses and 88 besides. After he had com- 
pleted his trade he took his knapsack on bis back | 
and a stick in his hand and off he started, travel- 
ing and working as a journeyman. At length he 
determmed to try his fortune in America and in 
the spring of 1849 crossed the briny deep, land- 
ing in New York on the 3d of May. Having 
worked in the Empire State at different places for 


the building then occupied has since been replaced 
by a substantial, two-story brick structure 21x80 
feet. He now has one of the best shoe stores in 
Kenosha. 

In this city, May 11, 1854, Mr. Huck wedded 
Miss Mary A. Tetard, a native of New Jersey, and 


| a daughter of George and Anna Tetard, both of 


whom were born in Loraine, Germany, and were 
among the earliest German setilers of Kenosha. 
Nine children have been born to our subject and 
his wife—Josephine, wife of W. H. Hammond, a 
resident of Colorado; George J., who assists his 
father in his business; Mathias P., also in the store; 
Oscar P., a member of the firm of Burg & Huck, 
show-case manufacturers of Quincy, III.; Frances, 
wifo of M. Smith, a clothier of Kenosha; Eugene, 
who is clerk in a shoe store in Denver; Albert, 
now in Chicago; and Ida and Laura, who are still 
under the parental roof. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Huck are members of the 
German Catholic Church, in which he has served 
as Trustee for some ten years and also held other 
positions. He exercises his right of franchise 1n 
support of the Democratic party and has filled 
several offices, having heen Alderman from the 
Second Ward for two years and School Commis- 
sioner for two years. Among the self-made men 
he is numbered, for empty-handed he began life 
and from an humble position has worked his way 


upward to one of the substantial men of Kenosha. 
By an upright life le has gained the confidence of 
those with whom he has had business relations and 
won the esteem of those with whom he has been 
brought in contact socially. 


==] = 


ON. LUCIUS SAWYER BLAKE resides in 
Racine, Wis. Of the pioneers who came to 

Racine County, subdued the untamed soil, 

and planted the germs of civilization, but 

few remain to reap the just reward of their labors. 
The oldest living settler of the county is the well 
known gentleman whose name heads this sketch. 
He was born in Burlington, Vt., March 14, 1816, 
and is a son of Capt. Levi and Mary (Sanford) 
Blake. His grandfather, Bradbury Biake, a native 
of New Hampshire, married Sarah Hilton and emi- 
grated to Vermont, where Levi Blake was born 
and reared to manhood. On reaching his majority 


he went to Erie County, N. Y., which was then. 


considered in the far west. There he wedded Miss 
Sanford, who was a native of New York. About 
this time the War of 1812 came on and Capt. 
Blake shouldered his musket in the cause of Amer- 
ican rights. After the war was over he moved 
back to Vermont, but soon returned to his western 
home in Erie County. Being a carpenter and 
joiner by trade, his removals were frequent. We 
next find him in Pennsylvania, where he remained 
until 1834, when he traveled Westward by wagon. 
A part of his family was left in Michigan, while 
he and his three sons, Lucius S., Charles H. and 
E. S., drove on to Chicago where a temporary stop 
was made. Not pleased with the flat, wet country 
about that village, they came on to what is now 
Racine County February 15, 1835, and took 
claims on Root River, near Skunk Grove in Cale- 
donia Township. Leaving his sons to hold the 
claims, Capt. Blake returned to Chicago to work 
at his trade. In the spring he brought his wife 
and the rest of his children to that city, and sub- 
sequently he moved to the new home in Racine 
County. The family entered over six hundred 
acres of land, all told, from the Government. The 
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Captain was a prominent man in the early days of 


Racine County, and for a time held the office of. 


County Treasurer. Politically he was a Democrat 
until the organization of the Republican party, 
with which he was ever afterwards identified. 
After making this county his home for some twenty 
years he removed to Sparta, Wis., where he was 
also one of the first settlers. Thus as a frontiers- 
man, almost his entire life was spent. At Sparta, 
he and his wife passed their last days, he dying in 
1861, at the age of seventy-four, and she in 1885, 
aged eighty-nine years. Both were consistent 
members of the Baptist Church. 

Of their ten children, six grew to mature years. 
C. H., a carpenter and joiner, died in Idaho, whither 
he had gone during the gold fever; E. Sanford, 
a mechanic and merchant by occupation, served 
two years in the late war, rose to the position of 
Quartermaster and died in Minneapolis, Minn.; 
Albert H., a carpenter and joiner, served nearly 
six years in the army, rose to the rank of First 
Lieutenant, was shot through the lungs at the 
battle of Prairie Grove, Ark., and died in the 
Lake Superior country ; Levi R. served the Union 
cause some three years during the late war, became 
Captain of his company, was wounded near Baton 
Rouge, La.,and died from his injuries; Mary 
Ann, now Mrs. Andrews, resides in Sparta, Wis. 

Lucius S. Blake is the third in order of birth in 
the above family. Very meagre were his educa- 
tional advantages since he was on the frontier in 
Pennsylvania, as well as in Wisconsin where schools 
were conducted but a few weeks during the year, 
and these were of the most primitive kind. But 
in his father’s shop and on the farm he acquired 
good habits, which are better than a college educa- 
tion, if one must choose between them. Having 
served his father until twenty-two years of age, he 
left home to begin a business career more prosper- 
ous than he could conceive. After working a 
short time at his trade in Kenosha, he came to 
Racine in 1839 and opened a small carpenter shop 
on the river bank. At that time invention had 
not given usa threshing machine that would clean 
the grain, hence fanning milis were in great de- 
mand, and the farmers would come to Mr. Blake 
for them. He began making them by hand and 
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manufactured the first in Racine. As his We 
increased, the process of making them by hand 
proved too slow, therefore machinery and horse 
power were introduced. The mills became widely 
known, and the capacity of the business continued 
to increase and steam power was substituted for 
horse power. The yearly product ran as high as 
three thousand mills and a large number of men 
was employed. Though the business has been 
somewhat contracted, Mr. Blake is still identified 
withit. Forsolong a period has he conducted this 
line of business that he is humorously called Fanning 
Mill Blake. Perhaps no one has done more to 
build up the manufacturing interests of Racine 
than has Mr. Blake. The following facts will go 
to show the trutbfulness of this statement. He 
helped to establish and is President of the Racine 
Woolen Mills, especially engaged in the manufact- 
ure of shawis that are said to be among the finest 
in the world; an incorporator and President of 
the Chicago Rubber Clothing Company of Racine ; 
an incorporator and director in the Huffman-Puffer 
Trunk Manufacturing Company of Racine; an in- 
corporator and a director of the E. H. Pease Man- 
ufacturing Company, engaged in making farm 
implements ; President of the Turner Stove Man- 
ufacturing Company; an incorporator and a di- 
rector of the Racine Steam Knitting Company ; 
a director in the Nail and Tack Manufacturing 
Company, and a director in the Manufacturers 
National Bank. 

At Racine, December 26, 1843, Mr. Blake mar- 
ried Miss Caroline, daughter of William and Sarah 
(Ireland) Elliott. She was born in the Parish of 
Sidlesham, County of Essex, Engiand, March 24, 
1823, and in 1840 came to the United States with 
her parents, who settled in Raymond Township 
and who are represented elsewhere in this work. 
Mr. and Mrs. Blake had five children but two died 
in childhood. The living are, Byron B., traffic 
superintendent for the J. I. Case Threshing Machine 
Company; A. J. is interested with his father in 
the manufacture of fanning mills; Stella M. is the 
wife of Sands Hurt, a prominent wholesale mer- 
chant of Racine. 

Politically Mr. Blake was a Democrat and cast his 
first Presidential vote for Gen Jackson. Upon the 


rise of the Freesoil party he became identified with 
that, and since its dissolution has been a Republican. 
During the war he was provost marshal at Camp 
Utley and has the distinction of making the first 
draft in the State. He has always taken an active 
interest in political affairs and has been honored 
with a number of important positions. For eight 
years he served as Alderman from the Second 
Ward and in 1871 represented his county in the 
State Legislature. He was sent to Philadelphia as 
a delegate to the National Republican Convention 
which nominated Gen. Grant for his second term, 
and he was chosen one of the electors on the 
Garfield ticket. Both Mr. and Mrs. Blake are 
active workers in the Baptist Church, ın which 
he has been a member of the Board of Trustees for 
a number of years. He has also been one of the 
leading business men of Racine for fifty-two years. 
Coming here when the town was but a village, he 
has been one of the principal factors in making it 
a city, and his own growth has been commensurate 
with that of Racine. Commencing here with 
nothing, by industry and good management he 


has become one of the wealthy men of the city. 


Though past seventy-five years of age, he retains 
his physical and mental powers in a marked degree, 
which may largely be attributed to his temperate 
habits. 
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HRISTIAN ANDERSON, the efficient Chief 
G of Police of the City of Racine, was born 
in the village of Onsved, Denmark, May 

10, 1846, and is a son of Peter and Carrie Ander- 
son. His parents died while he was yet a child 
and he was reared and educated in bis native land 
under the care of a guardian, his home being on a 
farm with the labors and experiences of which he 
became familiar. Wishing to change his mode of 
life and desiring to try his fortune in America, in 
1872 he bade good-by to his old home and emi- 
grated to the United States. On landing he came 
direct to Racine, where he soon secured employ- 
ment with the lumber firm of Murray & Kelley, 
with whom he continued five years, as a trusted 
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spring of 1877, he received an appointment as a 
member of the Racine police force and has been 
retained continuously since in that branch of the 
municipal service. In the spring of 1890 he was 
made Chief, which position he yet fills, now serving 
his second term. The force consists of eleven 
men and is for its size most efficient. 

The lady who is now Mrs. Anderson bore the 
maiden name of Miss María Nygard. She is a 
daughter of Loren Sorenson, and their marriage 
was celebrated on the 7th of June, 1879. They 
have one child, a little daughter, Eva Isabella, born 
in Racine. 

In political sentiment Mr. Anderson is a Demo- 
cratand a stanch advocate of the party principles. 
He keeps himself well informed concerning the 
issues of the day, and is a man of intelligence and 
worth. In addition to the office of Chief of Police, 
he holds that of Health Officer and is alike capable 
in that position. In his social relations, Mr. An- 
derson is an Odd Fellow, belonging to Racine 
Lodge No. 8, I. O. O. F., and to the Danish Society. 
He and his wife are members of the Danish Luth- 
eran Church. Mr. Anderson has made a very effi- 
cient oflicer and has always proved competent and 
faithful to duty. He is well worthy of representa- 
tion in this volume and with pleasure we present 
his sketch to our readers, many of whom are among 
his personal friends and esteem him highly. 
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well-known business men of Kenosha, and 
the only surviving member of the William 
S. Strong family, was born in Chicago, III., March 


We WOLCOTT STRONG, one of the 


4, 1852. His parents having lived in that eity 
about three years returned to Kenosha soon after 
the date above given. 


Mr. Strong received his education in the public | 


schools of Kenosha and at the Northwestern Univ- 


ersity of Evanston III., where he spent two years. | 


In 1872 he went to New York City and for seven 
years was connected with the Universal Life Insur- 
ance Company. Returning to Kenosha he studied 


law in the office of J. V. Quarles and was admitted 
to the bar in 1880. The following year was spent 
in the office of Judge Martin of Chicago. Not in- 
fatuated with the practice of law he went to Mil- 
waukee and was in the hardware store of Shadbolt 
& Boyd. On February 1, 1883, he went into the 
oftice of the Bain Wagon Company where he has 
remained continuously since. Other manufactur- 
ing interests have claimed his attention. He helped 
organize the Lane Manufacturing Company of 
Kenosha and was its first Secretary. 

Politically he is a Democrat though not a politi- 
cian. In 1888 he served as Alderman of the 
Second Ward. With the following orders he holds 
membership, Masons, Knights of Honor, Modern 
Woodmen and Royal Arcanum. 

May 14, 1884, he married Miss Mary L., daughter 
of Judge Edward and Mary (Richardson) Martin. 
Mrs. Strong is a native of Kenosha and both she 
and Mr. Strong are members of the Episcopal 
Church. 


Ze 


YO) APT. MARTIN L. GORMAN, a well-known 
G locomotive engineer of the Chicago, Mil- 
VJ waukee & St. Paul Railroad, and a gallant 
officer of the late war, who valiantly defended his 
country’s flag, was born in Butler County, Pa., 
January 6, 1840. His parents, Leonard and Ger- 
trude (Wolf) Gorman, were natives of Germany, 
their birthplace being in Hesse Darmstadt. In 
1830 they emigrated to America and settled in 
Butler County, where Mr. Gorman engaged in 
farming, and he and his wife spent the remainder 
of their lives. Both died in April, 1887, only a 
few days intervening between their deaths. The 
father was then seventy-nine. and the mother 
seventy-eight years of age. 

The subject of this sketch was reared to manhood 
upon a farm and received a common-school educa- 
tion. In the spring of 1859, he came to Racine 
and engaged as an apprentice in the machine shops 
of the Racine & Mississippi Railroad Company, 
now the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad 
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Company, with which he continued until the break- 


ing out of the war. He had watched with inter- | 


est the progress of events in the South and deter- 
mined if the rebellion broke out he would strike a 
blow for his country,so on the 11th of June, 1861, 
he enlisted as a member of Company F, Second Reg- 
iment Wisconsin Infantry, under Col. Paul Coon, 
and served three years. On the 11th of May, 1863, 
he was promoted to be First Lieutenant, and in 


February of the following year was made Captain. | 


He participated in all the battles and skirmishes 
in which his regiment was engaged except the 
battles of South Mountain and Antietam. Those 
in which he was under fire were Gainesville, first 


and second Bull Run, Fredericksburg, Fitz-Hugh’s | 
Crossing, Gettysburg, Chancellorsville, Mine Run, | 


Spottsylvania, Wilderness, Laurel Hill, Cold Har- 
bor, North Anna, Petersburg, Hatchies Run, 
Weldon Railroad, Five Forks, and Appomattox. 
When his term of enlisment had expired he was 
mustered out of the service and honorably dis- 
charged on the 11th of June, 1864. 

On his return from the army, Mr. Gorman 
resumed work as an engineer on the 
Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad, 
and has continued in the company’s employ 
ever since under various managements. Ile 
was made an engineer ın 1860, and has since 
run on the Western Union or the Racine & South- 
western Division of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St, 
Paul Road, as it isnow known. 

On the 4th of September, 1865, Mr. Gorman 
was married in Kenosha, Wis., to Miss Sarah M. 


Vorce, who was born near Joliet, Will County, | 


MI, and is a daughter of W. R. Vorce. Two 
children, a daughter and a son, were born 


of their union—Margaret M. and Martin L. | 


The son and mother are both deceased. The 


latter died on the 21st of May, 1887, and the death | 


of Martin occurred July 5, 1883, at the age of thir- 
teen years. Mr. Gorman made his home in Racine 
from 1859 until 1867, and then located in Mil- 
waukee, where he continued to reside until after 
his wife’s death in the spring of 1887, when he 
returned to Racine and is yet living in this city. 

With the Freeport Lodge, No. 27, B. of L. E., 


Mr. Gorman holds membership, andis also a mem- | 


Harvey Post, No. 17, G. A. R., of Racine. He has 
been connected with the line of road un which he 
is now employed since the spring of 1859, with 
the exception of the three years spent in the ser- 
¿vice of his country, and this covers a period of 
thirty years. During his long term of service as 
engineer, he has had no accident of importance 
happen to trains drawn by engines in his care, and 
none at all through his own fault. He is known 
as a very skillful and careful man and he enjoys 
the confidence of the management of the road in 


‘a marked degree. His present run is a through 


passenger run between Racine and Savanna, III. 
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W OHN HAMILTON, deceased, who in former 
years was one of the most widely and fav- 
orably known of Raeine’s cıtizens, was born 
Y October 8, 1817, in St. Boswell, Roxbury- 
shire, England. One event in his boyhood 
worthy of mention is that of his attendance of the 
funeral of Sir Walter Scott. He received a com- 


| mon-school education and afterward served a reg- 


ular apprenticeship to the carpenter’s trade. 
When eighteen years of age he came to the United 
States, accompanied by his younger brother, 
George, who is now a prominent business man of 
New York City. Another brother, Robert, came 
later and is in mercantile business in Canton, 
Mass. 

John Hamilton located in Geneva, Ontario 
County, N. Y., and in 1837 went with the Gov- 
ernment Surveyors to survey land in Florida. 
Returning North the following year, after a short 
stay in the Empire State, he came West the same 
autumn, locating in Chicago, He helped survey 
the Chicago & Galena Railroad, the first road 


built out of that city. In 1842 he visited his na- 
tive country, but the next year came back to the 
| United States and settled in Racine, where he 


started a sash and blind factory. In 1845 his 


works were burned and he lost everything, even 
_ to his clothes. Again he started in the same line 


of manufacture and continued in that business un- 


til 1852, when he Penim connected with the J. l. 
Case & Co. “'s works as contractor to build separa- 
tors. In this capacity he continued his connection 
with that company for twenty-eight years, when 
he retired from business life. 


was obtained from the Government, the remainder 
bought of Daniel Slauson, and this he improved, 
making his home thereon until his death. 
time of his purchase it was covered with timber 


and was without the corporation limits of Racine, | 


but is now within the boundaries of the city, the 
old homestead being 1609 Washington Avenue. 
He platted Hamilton’s Addition and Hamilton 
Avenue was named in honor of the one who laid 
it out. 

In Racine, on Christmas Day of 1846, Mr. Ham- 
ilton was joined in wedlock with Miss Sarah D. 
Beil, a native of Dumfrieshire, Scotland, born July 
16, 1826. She was a sister of John Bell, the pio- 
neer nurseryman of Gardner's Prairie, Wis. When 
a young lady she came West to her brother, at 
whose house she remained until her marriage. By 
the union of this worthy couple were born five 
children—Isabella, who died in infancy; Mary I. 
became the wife of Prof. L. W. Briggs, of Oshkosh, 
but is now deceased; Sarah D. died at the age of 
twenty-nine years; Alice B, is living on the old 
homestead; and John L. died in 1877, in the twen- 
tieth year of his age. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hamilton were among the found- 
ers of the first Presbyterian Church of Racine, in 
which he served as Elder for the long period of 
forty-two years. He belonged to the Old Settlers 
Society, and was a Republican in politics, with 
strong Prohibition tendencies. A poor boy, Mr. 
Hamilton came to America with no capital with 
which to begin life, or influential friends to aid 
him. He met with a number of reverses but with 
a determined will and energy overcame the diffi- 
culties in his path and worked his way upward to 
success. Mrs. Hamilton died of heart disease on 


On coming to Ra- | 
cine he had secured a tract of land a part of which | 
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the Pere of their lives ar were > widely known. 


| Their benevolent acts, however, were performed in 


a quiet and unostentatious manner and their lives 
are worthy of emulation. 


\ 


OSHUA M. WILBER, wlıo is engaged in 
general farming on section 31, Salem Town- 
ship, Kenosha County, was born in Madison 

SY County, N. X., September 10, 1816, and is a 
son of Owen and Deborah (Pierce) Wilber. His 
father was born in Rhode Island and was of Eng- 
lish descent. In the Wilber family were five chil- 
dren— Elisha, Rachel, Sarah, Abbie and our subject, 

As his father died when he was quite young, 
Joshua Wilber was reared by an uncle, with whom 
he remained until he had attained his majority. 
His education was acquired in the common district 
schools, which he attended until fifteen years of 
age and then began earning his own livelihood. 
After working upon the Wabash and Erie Canal 
for two years he learned the molder’s trade, which 
he followed for five years and then turned his at- 
tention to agricultural pursuits. He followed farm- 
ing until coming West in the fall of 1847, making 
the trip by way of canal and lakes to Southport, 
now Kenosha, Wis. The succeeding year was spent 
in traveling over the State, and in 1849 he pur- 
chased a small farm in Salem Township, now lo- 
cated in the village of Wilmot, where for two or 
three years he engaged in the manufacture of 
brick. Again turning his attention to farming he 
purchased one hundred and twenty acres of land 
on section 31, where be has since made his home, 
having there a good farm, well improved and un- 


| der a high state of cultivation. 


the 10th of January, 1888, and Mr. Hamilton was | 


called to his final home November 24, 1889. Miss 
Alice is the only surviving member of their family. 
These worthy pioneers were ever held in the high- 
est esteem, and for their charity, kindness and 


In 1848 Mr. Wilber was united in marriage with 
Miss Maria A. Carpenter and unto them were born 
three children, but all died in infancy. The mother 
was called to her final rest in 1854 and her remains 
were interred in Wilmot Cemetery. In 1861 Mr. 
Wilber was again married, the lady of his choice 
being Miss Sarah, daughter of Walter D. and Bessie 
(Henderson) Ponsford. Her father was a native 
of England aud the mother of Aberdeen, Scotland, 
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and unto them were born six Arda AÑ: 
der, Walter, Rachel, David, Sarah and Joseph. 
Three children grace the union of our subject and 
his wife: Florence, wife of O. E. Lewis, a resident 
of Ironwood, Mich.; Bessie H., who is engaged in 
teaching school, and J. A., the youngest. 
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For fifteen years Mr.Wilber has held the office of | 


Justice of the Peace and was also Chairman of the 
Board of Supervisors for a number of years, his 
retention in office for several successive terms in- 
dicating the efficiency and faithfulness with which 
he discharged his duties. For forty years he has 
been a member of the Odd Fellows fraternity and 
is highly esteemed by his brethren of the lodge 
and by all who know him for he has lived a worthy 
and upright life, well meriting the high regard in 
which he is held. He has been a member of the Ma- 
sonic fraternity for the past fifteen years. 
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Church. He is a straightforward, competent bus- 
iness man who labors faithfully for the interests 
of the company with which he is connected, as 
is indicated by his long continuance in its ser- 
vice, covering a period of fourteen years and bis 
promotion from one position to another until he 
has reached that of assistunt Superintendent. 


i A 
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JÆ, FREDERICK TICKNOR, Deputy Collector 
G of Interuhl Revenue for the first division 
Y) of the district of Wisconsin, with head- 
quarters at Racine, has held that position since Sep- 
tember 16, 1889. He is one of the well known citi- 
zens of this community and a man held in high 
esteem by those with whom he is associated. His 
sketch will prove of interest to many of our readers, 
and his life work is as follows: He was born in 


| Kenosha, Wis., on the 2nd of July, 1852, and is a son 


of the Bain Wagon Company of Kenosha, | 


belongs to one of the pioneer families of 
Kenosha County, being a son of George Yule, 


Gas A. YULE, assistant superintendent | 


an early settler, a sketch of whose life is given 


on another page of this work. The gentle- 
man whose name heads this record is a native of 


Kenosha, his birth having occurred on the 13th of | 


June, 1858. When twenty years of age he became 


and after acquainting himself with the business 


was made assistant Superintendent in 1887. He is 
also a stockholder in the company. 

A marriage ceremony performed in Kenosha on 
the 6th of February, 1883, united the destinies of 
Mr. Yule and Miss Harriet Head, daughter of Orson 
S. Head, one of the early settlers of Kenosha and a 
man well known to the pioneers here. The lady 


was born in this city and by their union have one 


of Charles B. and Martha M. (Burgess) Ticknor. 
His parents were pioneer settlers of Kenosha 
County, and a sketch of their lives appears on 
another page of this work. 

Our subject, C. Frederick Ticknor, came to 
Racine with his parents in 1863, when a lad of 
eleven years, and was educated in the public 
schools of this city, after which he learned the 


| painter’s trade in the works of the J. I. Case 
an employe in the Bain Wagon Works of Kenosha | 


son—William Head. The young couple are well | 
known throughout this community where they 


have spent their entire lives. 
iations, Mr. Yule isa Republican, having supported 


In his political aMl- | 


that party since he attained his majority, and re- | 
ligiously, his wife is a member of the Episcopal 


Threshing Machine Company. He was at work 
for that company for seventeen years and for 
several years of the time was engaged in contract 
work in the line of his trade. His long continu- 
ance in the service of the company is a high testi- 
monial of not only his ability and efficiency as a 
workman, but also his faithfulness to his employ- 
ers and their interests. He received his appoint- 
ment as Deputy Collector of Internal Revenue in 
the month of September, 1889, and has since 
filled that office with credit to himself and the 
satisfaction of those concerned. 

On the 22d of April, 1874, Mr. Ticknor was 
united in marriage with Miss Libbie O. Smith, the 
wedding ceremony being performed in Racine, 
the native city of the lady who is a daughter of 


J. C. Smith, one of de i pioneer pne of Racine: 
By their union have been born three children: Hattie 
E., Willie C. and Frankie D. Mrs. Ticknor attends 
the Methodist Episcopal Church and is a lady 
having many warm friends in this community. 

In his political views, Mr. Ticknor is an earnest 
Republican, a stanch advocate and supporter of 
those principles and has done good work in the 
interests of the party; yet he has never been an 
office seeker, his time and attention being fully 
occupied by his business. 


Socially he is a member | 
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little opportunity to attend “sobool as n 
children do. In June, 1856, the scene of his 
action changes. In that month he came West, 


| reaching Racine, Wis., on the 21st of June, and on 


of Racine Lodge, No. 32, Knights of Pythias; and | 


of R. H. Baker Council, No. 448, National Union. 


He has proved a competent and faithful officer | 
under the government, his duties being discharged | 
with promptness and fidelity, and is deservedly | 


popular as a man among his fellow-citizens. 
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ESSE PARKER, the oldest locomotive en- 


gineer in years of service, located in Racine, | 


was given charge of an engine on the 10th 
Sy of August, 1859, as an employe of the old 


Racine & Mississippi Railroad, now the Racine & | 


Southwestern Division of the Chicago, Milwaukee 


de St. Paul Road, and is still employed on that | 


line, now running a passenger engine between | 
| daughters are Episcopalians, members of St. Luke’s 


Racine and Rock Island. As he has a wide ac- 


quaintance throughout this community, a record | 
of his life will prove of interest to many of our | 


renders. 
Mr. Parker was born in the town of Moriah, 
Elizabeth County, N. Y.,on the 10th of August, 


| and has attained to the Master's degree. 
| belongs to Racine Lodge, No. 18, A. F. & A. 


1835, and is a son of William and Amanda (Ball) 


Parker. His father was born in the Empire State, 
and his mother was a native of Vermont. The 
former died March 15, 1843, and Mrs. Parker 
passed away several years later. 

The subject of this sketch was only six years of 


age at the time of his father's death. His mother 


was left in poor circumstances and though he was | 
so young he had to begin the battle of life at the 


age of ten on his own behalf. He worked at 
whatever he could find to do in his native State 


and in thus providing for his support found but | 


| 


the day following he secured work in the shops of 
the old Racine & Mississippi Railroad Company, 
as blacksmith’s assistant, continuing at that work 


until October of the same year, when he began 


firing on a locomotive. On the 10th of August, 
1859, he was promoted to the position of engineer 
and has been running an engine ever since, being 
continually on the same line under its various 
managements and proprietorships. With the 
exception of a year and a half of this time he has 
been steadily in passenger service and no more 
faithful employe of the road can be found than 


| Jesse Parker. 


In Savanna, III., on the 26th of May, 1864, Mr. 


| Parker was joined in wedlock with Miss Mary V. 


Nye who was born in Elizabeth, Ill, and is a 
daughter of Samuel and Julia Nye. Her father 
was born in Truro, Mass., and her mother in Mis- 
souri. Both are now deceased. Mr. and Mrs. 
Parker became the parents of four children, the 
eldest of whom, Julia, is now the wife of E. D. 
Aller, of Fort Worth, Texas; Dolly died at the age 
of five years; Mary B. is now Mrs. J. G. Beach 
and resides in Racine; Jessie L., the youngest, is 
at home with her parents, Mrs. Parker and her 


Church. 

In his social relations, Mr. Parker is a Mason 
He 
M., 
and is a member of Racine Lodge, No. 32, Knights 
of Pythias. He has also held membership with the 
Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers since Au- 
gust, 1863, the date of the organization of the 
order. In politics Mr. Parker is a Republican. 
He has now been running a locomotive for thirty- 
two years, and during all that time has never had 
any accident causing injury or death to passen- 
gers in his care, or to employes on bis trains; a 
most remarkable record, considering the period of 
time covered, and one that speaks in strong terms 
as to his skill and carefulness. His good work 
and perfect reliability has won for him the 


many of the traveling public who know him per 
sonally; while his upright and straightforward 
of life commands the respect of all who know him. 
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AMES EDDY, a retired farmer residing in 
Bristol, well deserves representation ın this 
2 volume among the honored pioneer settlers 
of Kenosha County, for at an early day he 
came here and has since been identified with its 
history, its upbuilding and its advancement. He 
was born in Euclid, near Cleveland, Ohio, April 
16, 1827, and is a son of Samuel Eddy. The 
grandfather, Caleb Eddy, was born in Pennsylva- 
nia, of English parentage, while his wife was of 
Scotch descent. He was a soldier in the Revolu- 
tionary War, serving on detail duty as a black- 
smith and during the war had the honor of shoe- 
ing Gen. Washington’s horse. He afterward re- 
moved to the Western Reserve in Ohio, at a time 
when the city of Cleveland contained only three 
houses. He settled in the midst of the forest and 
there developed a farm and aided in the improve- 
ment of the county. Through him to our subject 
has descended a kettle of Scotch manufacture over 
two hundred and fifty years old. It is an heir- 
loom in the family, having been handed down 
from father to son for several generations, until it 
is now in the possession of our subject, apparently 
as good as ever. 

Samuel Eddy, father of our subject, grew up 
amid the wilds of Ohio and learned the black- 
smith's trade, which he followed near Cleveland. 
He worked on the second steamboat built on Lake 
Erie. He continued to follow blacksmithing in 
the Buckeye State for a number of years until in 
1844, when he settled in the town of Bristol, Ken- 
osha County, Wis., becoming the pioneer black- 
smith of this locality. He became a man of 
prominence in the community and-was highly re- 
spected by all who knew him. In early life he 
was a Jackson Democrat but afterwards became 
identified with the Republican party and was 


also a faithful member of the Methodist Church. 
In Ohio, he married Sophia Killberry, who was 
born near Brattleboro, Vt., but spent the greater 
part of her maidenhood in Ohio, where her father, 
Asa Killberry, followed the trade which was also 
her husband’s occupation. Her death occurred 
November 14, 1880, and on the 2ist of December, 
following, about five weeks later, Mr. Eddy also 
passed away. In their family were two sons anda 
daughter, who grew to manhood and womanhood: 
Cynthia became the wife of Chapman Ward, and 
after a number of years they removed from Ken- 
osha to Green County, Wis., where her death oc- 
curred. John D. is a business man of Plainfield, 
Iowa. 

We now take up the history of the member of 
the family in whom the citizens of Kenosha 
County are most interested—J. M. Eddy. He 
spent his early life in Ohio, following agricultural 
pursuits and when a young man of seventeen sum- 
mers, came with his father to Wisconsin, where he 
aided in the development of the new farm. Until 
he had attained his majority he remained under 
the parental roof. In 1862, feeling that his 
country needed his services, he joined Company H, 
Thirty-third Wisconsin Regiment, and remained 
in the service until the close of the war. He en- 
listed as a private but became Second Sergeant, 
and with his command participated in a number 
of important engagements, including the battles 
of Cold Water, Jackson, Pleasant Hill, Bayou 
Bluff, Marksville, Yellow Bayou, Tupelo, Nash- 
ville and the siege of Spanish Fort. On the close 
of the war he was mustered out at Vicksburg, 
August 9, 1865. 

When his country no longer needed his services, 
Mr. Eddy returned to his home and on the 31st of 
December following, married Sarah Simmons, also 
a native of Ohio, who was reared and educated in 
Green County, Wis., where her father, Justus Sim- 


| mons, located at an early day. Mr. and Mrs. Eddy 


began their domestic life upon the old homestead, 


| which he operated for two years and then removed 


to his farm at the Bristol’ Mineral Springs, where 
he broke and improved land. He first owned an 
eighty-acre tract at that place but afterward at two 
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After cultivating that farm for some time he sold | seventy years, the mother when sixty-cight years 


a portion of it and the remainder he has now | of age. 


rented. It is a valuable property and yields him a 
good income, In November, 1889, Mr. Eddy re- 


moved to the village of Bristol, where he is now | 


living a retired life, having laid aside the arduous 


labors of the farm, while he rests in the enjoy- | 
His home is a | 
pleasant residence and in the family are two chil- ' 


ment of the fruits of former toii. 


dren: Frank O., a young man of sterling character 
who is now station agent at Bristol; and Blanche 
V., who is engaged in teaching instrumental music. 


A public-spirited and progressive citizen, Mr. 
Eddy has ever manifested a commendable interest | 


in that which tends to benefit or upbuild the com- 
munity. The cause of education finds in him a 
warm friend and fora number of years he has 
been a member of the School Board. He proudly 
cast his first Presidential vote for Martin Van 
Buren and has been a Republican since the organ- 


ization of that party. An upright life has won | 


him many friends and the regard of all with whom 


substantial citizens of the community. 


ILLIAM HORLICK, Secretary and Treas- 
urer of the Horlick Food Company, of Ra- 
cine, was born in Ruardean, Gloucester- 


shire, Eng., February 23, 1846,and belongs to that 
branch of the Horlick family which settled in 


Ruardean as given in the copy of Burk’s Peerage, | 


found in connection with the sketch of the late 
J. A. Horlick. The grandfather of our subject, 
Peter Horlick, removed from Painswick to Ruar- 


dean where James Horlick the father of William was 
born and reared, and where he married Miss Pris- | 


cilla Griffiths, also a native of Ruardean. James 
Horlick was a saddler by trade and for many years 
was an official of his parish and township. Both 
he and his wife were consistent members of the 
Episcopal Chnrch and were of that honest, unpre- 


tentious class that forms the wealth of every nation. 
t 


| conducting a branch of the business. 
he has come in contact, while his industry and eu- 
terprise have secured him a position among the 


Of their nine children only three are yet 
living—Peter resides on the old homestead; James 
came to the United States in 1875, commenced the 
manufacture of Horlick’s Food with our subject 
and is now managing a branch house in London, 
England. 

William completes the family and is the young- 
est of the nine children. At the village school 


and by private instruction he acquired a good 


practical education. In 1869, he came to this 
country with J. A. Horlick on his return voyage 
to the United States, but the following year went 
back to his native land, but ere he again left the 
United States was married on the 16th of Novem- 
ber, 1870, to Miss Arabella, daughter of J. A. Hor- 
lick. The same day he started for Europe, return- 
ing to Wisconsin in 1872, after which he became 
a member of the firm of J. A. Horlick & Sons, 
dealers in lime, stucco, cement, ete. Afterwards 
our subject removed to Chicago and assisted in 
He entered 
upon his present industry in 1875, when, in con- 
nection with his brother James, he commenced the 
manufacture of Horlick’s food for infants, still re- 


| taining, however, an interest in the lime business. 


Such was the demand for the food product, that 
it was found necessary to move to some place 
where the plant could be enlarged. Accordingly 
a tract of ten acres was secured adjoining the city 
limits of Racine, and in 1877, the first building 
was erected which now stands in the background 
and is in striking contrast with the fine.cream col- 
ored brick structures which now adjoin the grounds, 
comprising thirty acres. The buildings are equipped 
with apparatus of original design peculiarly suited 


tothe business. Patents have been granted both on 


the apparatus and on the process. Since the esta- 
blishment of this industry in Racine new and 
valuable products have been originated, manufac- 
tared and introduced, known as Horlick’s dry 
extract of malt, vegetable phosphates, diastoid, 
malted milk, etc., all of which are held in high es- 
teem by the medical profession the world over. 
The introduction of this industry into Racine has 
been of much benefit to the city and furnishes em- 
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bornas: to many ninel Mr. Horliek has . 
interests, though he gives his entire thought and 
attention to bis food producis. 

Our subject and his wife are both members of 
the Episcopal Church. Their family numbers four 
children, three yet living— Alexander James, Will- 
iam Oliver and EmmaMabel. Alice Priscilla dicd at 
the age of eleven years, In manner, Mr. Horlick 
is frank and affable and one meeting him is soon 
impressed with the fact that he is thoroughly in- 
formed in regard to his line of business. He easily 
wins the regard of all with whom business and 
pleasure have brought him in contact and is held 
in highest esteem by many friends. 
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7 SHOMAS J. EVANS, a pioneer settler of 
A Racine, of 1842, and still a resident of that 
N city, is a native of South Wales. He was 
born in Cardiganshire, on the 23rd of October, 
1814. and is a son of Thomas and Esther Evans, 
who were also natives of South Wales. In his 
native land he grew to manhood, and acquired a 
fair education, after which he served a regular 
apprenticeship to the trade of a millwright, that 
he might have some way to esrn his livelihood. 
In 1841 he bade good-bye to his old home and 
friends and sailed for America, of whose ad vantages 
and prospects afforded to young men he had heard 
such favorable reports. He came at once to Wis 
consin Territory, as it then was. and spent a year 
and a half in Jackson and Gallia Counties, after 
which he came to Racine. 

On locating in this city, Mr. Evans engaged in 
house building, and followed the carpenter's trade 
for a number of years. during which time he erected 
many dwellings on what was known as the school 
section. In 1850 he bought the Richardson shingle 
mill, which was situated on the west side of the 
old plank road. now Washington Avenue, and 
about at the intersection of Thirteenth Street. The 
mill was a very primitive affair, and had been 
built by Solomon Richardson a short time previous. 
The power used was from a tread wheel operated 


by a pair of oxen, and the shingles were cut by a | 
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eins knife that moved up and down like a calla 
saw. This was the first manufacturing done in the 
vicinity of Racine Junction, now one of the great 
manufacturing centers of Racine. Mr. Evans 
carried on the manufacture of shingies until 1863, 
when he sold out and went to Houston County, 
Minn. ‘There he engaged in farming, which he 
carried on successfully for twenty years. Return- 
ing to Racine in 1883, he made his home near 
where he did when he first resided in this city. 

On the 7th of May, 1845, in Racine, Mr. Evans 
and Mrs. Given Pierce were married. The lady is 
the widow of Robert Pierce, and a daughter of 
Edward and Jane Jones. She was born in Mar- 
ionethshire. North Wales, was married in the old 
country, and in 1842 came to America with ber 
hushand. By her first marriage she had one child, 
a son, Griffith. who married Elizabeth French. and 
now resides in Blairstown, Iowa. Unto Mr. and 
Mrs. Evans have teen born four sons and three 
daughters, namely:—Thomas C. who married 
Clara West. and ís an apiarist and farmer of 
Brownsville. Minn.; Margaret J., wife of Joseph 
K. McPherson. a maker of gas wells in Stockton, 
Cal; Edward J., who wedded Miss Elien Showrey, 
and is engaged in the manufactare of flagging in 
Dubuque, Iowa; John T.. who wedded Mary Clark, 
and is mate on a steamboat, his home being in La 
Crosse, Wis; Esther A., wife of Capt. II. E. Brasee. 
of Hancock, Mich.; Given M., who resides at home; 
and David D.. a resident of Hancock, Mich. 

In politics, Mr. Evans is a Republican and served 
two terms as Alderman of Racine prior to going 
to Minnesota. He and bis wife are members of the 
Welsh Congregational Church, of Racine. Before 
going West he was a Deacon of this church. and 
on his return was elected to the same office. While 
in Minnesota. having no church society of their 
own where they lived, Mr. and Mrs Evans attached 
themselves to the Methodist Church there, in which 
Mr. Evans was trustee and steward. He has also 
been trustee of his home church in Racine. He ix 
connected with St. David Society. and is a member 
of its board of management. In all bis relations 
with the world, whether of a social or business char- 
acter. Mr. Evans has ever proved himself upright 
and just and a consistent Christian man. His 
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good wife has dune har park: de ESTA l Church, «evil dedo bed ae en 


family, and by ber good example and strict moral | 
and religious training has fitted them for positions | 


they bold as respected and honored members of 
society. 
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EV. CHRISTIAN FREDERICK KELLER. 
pastor of the German Evangelical Luth- 
eran St. John's Church, of Racine, has 

¡O filled that pulpit since March 21, 1879. 

He has become widely known throughout the 
community and has formed many warm friends, 
not alone among the people of bis demomination. 
His life record is as follows: 

He is a native of Ohio, bis birth having occurred 
in Liverpool, Medina County, May 6, 1841. 


The father came with bis parents to America in 
1832, aged twenty-four years, and the mother had 
been brought to this country in 1830. when four- 
teen years old. Bis death occurred March 21. 
1862, and Mre. Keller passed away December 10, 
1890, both being well advanced in years at the 
time of their deaths. 

The subject of this sketch was educated partly 
in parochial and partiy in the public schoolk He 
studied theology in the Lutheran Seminary of the 


Evangelica! Lutheran Synod of Missouri, Ohio and | 
Other States, then located at Ft. Wayne, Ind. 


but since has been removed to Springfield. JIL He 
came to Wisconsin on ist of May. 1461. 


woe County, where he served six year as minister 
of the church of that place. In March. 1867, he 


accepted a call to a congregation in the town of © 


Abnapee, Kewaunee County, where be had charge 
of the church of his people for Sve years, or until 
April, 1872. His next charge was in Meguon. 
Ozaukee County, where be served from April un- 
tél the 2ist of March. 1479. a period of seven 
years. On that date be arrived in Racine, coming 
to this city to accept the pastorate of St Joba's 


His | 
parents, Jacob and Christina (Ezel) Keller. were | 
bom in the Kingdom of Wurtemberg, Germany. | 


and on | 
the 19th of June, following. wat ordained as pas- | 
tor of the Lutheran Church in Rockland. Manito- | 


for now thirteen years. 

On the 20th of October, 1861, Mr. Keller was 
united in the holy bonds of matrimony in Sheboy- 
gan, Wis, with Miss Wilhelmina Lizette Feldisusen, 


| adopted daughter of Joachim Carl Feldhusen. The 
lady was born in Waren Mecklenburg Schwerin Ger- 


many, May 8, 1843, and when in her ninth year 
was brought to America. Twelve children graced 
the union of Mr. and Mrs. Keller, and, with one 
exception, all are yet living— Martin Paul F., the 
cldest, married Anna Willer, and is a book-keeper 


in Milwaukee; Emilie Susan M. died at the age of 


five years; Renata Magdalena Joanna is the next 


| younger; Frederick John E. is studying for the 


ministry in St. Louis, Mo. The other members of 
the family are: Lydia Karah W. Edwin George, 
Martha Hermine, Emma Louisa, Laura Antonia, 
Paul John, Anna Louisa, and Ernest Henry. 

The Kev. Mr. Keller is a popular minister with 
his people, as his long term of service in each place 
where he has labored weil atteste He has done 
much for the church, and is an energetic worker. 
The Evangelical Lutheran St. John’s Church was 
organized in 1462. The house of worship in which 
the congregation now meets was built in 1866, ata 
cost of $3.00, The number of voting members is 


| one hundred and eighty, and the number of chil- 


dren attending the parochial shool is two bun- 


[LVIN FRANKLIN DURANT, Vice-Presi- 
dent of the Kacine Hardware Manufactur- 
ing Company. was burn in Northampton. 
Mas., January 246. 1528, and is a sou of 

Levi and Hadasab (Thayer) Durant. Hie educa- 
tion was acquired in the common schools of his 
native town, and at the age of fifteen he began to 
learn the bovkbinder’s trade with J. HL Butler. of 


| Northampton, serving a term of apprenticeship of 


six yearn He then worked as a journeyman Lor 


| Sve years, after which be was employed in the 
| lime of bie trade in Springfield for ten years, at the 


expiration of which time he engaged in the hook 
| binding business for himself. Im 1859 be left the 
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a bookstore, but was burned out the same year 
losing all he had. He then went to St. Louis, 
where he was employed in the capacity of sales- 
man for his brother,and in 1860 returned to 
Springfield, purchased his old establishment on 
credit and operated it successfully for some six 
years. 

Again Mr. Durant came to Kenosha and bought 
an interest in the foundry of Durant, Van Arsdale 
& Co. In 1870 they removed to Chicago, engag- 
ing in the foundry and machine business with 
others under the firm title of the Brown & Van 
Arsdale Manufacturing Company, with head- 
quarters at Chicago, but the great fire of 1871 in 
that city swept away the plant, our subject losing 
some $3,000 thereby. For a year longer he re- 
mained in the firm, which after the fire did its 
manufacturing in Kenosha. In the meantime, E. 
G. Durant established the Kenosha Hardware Com- 
pany, but the enterprise was moved to Racine in 
1875, and the name of Racine Hardware Company 
was taken. Since the organization of the com- 
pany A. F. Durant, whose name heads this sketch, 
has been Vice-president and since the death of 1. 
J. Clapp, the President, he has been acting in that 
capacity. 

In Sunderland, Mass., on the 28th of June, 1853, 
Mr. Durant was united in marriage with Miss 


Elizabeth L. Bartlett, who was a native of the old | 


Bay State, and to them was born one son, Edward 
L., who is connected with the Racine Hardware 
Manufacturing Company of Racine, and who mar- 


ried Miss Lucy Adell Wood, daughter of Moses | 
Wood of Racine, December 31, 1879. This union 


has been blessed by the birth of one daughter, 


Lillian Elizabeth, now eleven years of age. The | 


wife died in Kenosha in October, 1870, and on the 
3d of June, 1875, Mr. Durant was again married, 
his second union being with Emily A. Dunning, 
daughter of John and Margaret (Cormack) Dun- 
ning, at Racine, Wis, her native State. Her 
parents were married in the Empire State and 
emigrated to Racine in 1848. During the gold 
excitement in California, Mr. Denning went to 
that State, where he successfully carried on a 
market for some time. Returning to New York, 
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East aad: went to > Kuna, Wis., where he opened | 


he joined his ny und then — them to the 
West, locating in Racine, where he was associated 
in business with E. J. Baldwin. He was lost on 
Lake Michigan in 1854 by the loss of the Petrel, a 
vessel of which he was owner and master, having 
purchased a vessel and not knowing how to run it. 
Mrs. Dunning still lives in Racine at the age of 
sixty-nine years. They were parents of five 
children, a son and four daughters, but the former 
is now deceased. ? 

Mr. Durantis a charter member and treasurer of 
the Knights of Pythias Lodge of Racine, and also 
holds membership in the Royal Arcanum. In his 
political views he is a Republican, and in religious 
views is liberal. Mrs Durant is a member of the 
Presbyterian Church. The family circle comprises 
the parents and two sons—Frank Dunning and 
Charles Wilfred. Mr. Durant is a man of ex- 
cellent business ability, sagacious and far-sighted, 
as well as enterprising and progressive, and by his 
own efforts has worked his way upward to the 
enviable position which he now occupies as Vice- 
President of the Racine Hardware Manufacturing 
Company. He is held in high regard among his 
business associates as a straightforward man, fair 
in all his dealings, and in social circles both he 
and his wife rank high. 
Shree - 


ing in Silver Lake, Kenosha County, is num- 
4 bered among the early settlers of this community 
where he has resided since 1844. A native of the 
Empire State, he was born on the &th of April 
1829, and is a son of Frederick and Jane ( Alcan- 
brough) Van Wie, who were also born in New York 
and were of Scotch extraction. When our subject 
was a lad of fifteen years, the father emigrated 
with his family to the Territory of Wisconsin in 
1844, journeying by way of the Great Lakes to 
Southport, Kenosha County. Soon afterward he 


| SRAEL VAN WIE, a retired farmer now resid- 


made purchase of one hundred and twenty acres 
of land in Salem Township. upon which a small 
log house had been built and a few other improve- 
ments made. He erected a blacksmith shop and 
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in connection with queens farming, carried on 
that trade. In the family were twelve children, 
nine sons and three daughters, as follows: Abram» 
now deceased; Charlotte, deceased wife of William 
Palmer a resident of New York; William, a re- 
tired farmer living in the village of Salem; Isaac, 
who has also departed this life; Edwin, a retired 
farmer who makes his home in Bristol; James» 
who is successfully engaged in agricultural pursuits 
near Rockford, 111.; Helén, wife of Elias Wood- 
ruff a farmer residing in North Dakota; Enoch, 
owner of a fine fruit farm in California; Isariel, 
whose name heads this record; Lydia, wife of 
Jackson Woodruff, an agriculturist of Dakota; 
and Lewis who is engaged in farming near Lincoln 
Neb. 

As before stated, our subject has made his home 
in Wisconsin since his sixteenth year. In the 
schools of his native State and this county, he 
acquired a good practical education and under the 
parental roof he was reared to manhood, being early 
inured to the hard labors of farm life. On attain- 
ing his majority he started out in the world for 
himself, and for one year worked as a farm hand 
by the month. Attracted by the discovery of gold 
in California, he determined to try his fortune on 
the Pacific slope, and in 1850 made an overland 
trip to that State where he remained for about six 
months. He met with an excellent degree of suc- 
cess in his undertakings and at the end of half a year 
returned to Wisconsin. He now gave his atten- 
tion to agricultural pursuits, and in 1851 purchased 
one hundred and sixty acres of land on section 9 
Salem Township, from which he developed a fine 
farm. 

November 13, 1853, Mr. Van Wie was united in 
marriage with Miss Harriet, daughter of John and 
Elizabeth (McKellib). Their union has been blessed 
with twochildren,a daughterandson. The former, 
Josephine, is now the wife of Lucius P. Prouse, a 
farmer residing in South Dakota. Walter still re- 
sides with his parents. 

Mr. Van Wie continued his farming operations 
with good success until 1889, when he laid aside 
business cares and removed to the village of Silver 
Lake, where he and his wife and son now make 
their home. One of the self-made men of the 


| 
| 
| 
| 


comite, he certainly Ae great eredit for his 
success which is due entirely to his own efforts and 
is the result of his industry, perseverance and 
good management, supplemented by good business 
ability. He has now a handsome competence 
which enables him to live retired, enjoying the rest 
which he has so richly-earned and truly deserves. 
His, residence in the county covers almost half a 
century, embracing the entire existence of Wisconsin 
asa State. He has watched with interest the 
growth and development of his adopted county 
and is numbered among her best citizens. In 
politics he is a Republican. 
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LANSON HENRY LEE was one of the 
early settlers of Racine. His name, as well 
as that of his partner, John Dickson, is 

j inseparabiy connected with the early 
growth of the city. Scarcely an enterprise that 
wouid benefit the village or county was set on 
foot but what their time, talents and money were 
generously contributed, without regard to recom- 
pense. How true, in this case, that they labored 
and we have entered into their reward. 

Mr. Lee was a native of Pomfret, Conn., his birth 
having occurred on the 10th of October, 1810. 
He is descended from an English family that set- 
tled in New Hampshire about the close of the 
seventeenth century. Hig father bore the name of 
Brewster Lee, and his mother was a lineal descend- 
ant of Elder Brewster, who sailed in the “May- 
flower. Like most of the boys of that day, A. H. 
Lee enjoyed very meagre educational advantages, 
but studied by the light of the fireplace, and subse- 
quent reading gave him a well trained mind and a 
useful store of knowledge. In boyhood days he 
began to earn his own way in the world by work- 
ing in a large factory. Ambitious to be something 
more than a wage earner, he went to Chautauqua 
County, N. Y., and engaged in merchandising with 
his uncle, Oliver Lee, a prominent business man 
and banker of Buffalo. Mr. Lee carried on busi- 
ness at Silver Creek, a village situated some thirty 
miles southwest of Buffalo. 


About this time Racine had wan the initiatory | 
step in shipping Wisconsin wheat to the East, and | 
this fact brought the place into notice. Accord- 
ingly, Oliver Lee suggested to John Dickson and 
his nephew, Alanson H., that they form a partner- 
ship and establish a business in that far away town, 
agreeing at the same time to take a third interest 
in the business and advance capital, if necessary. 
To carry out this idea, the two young men arrived 
in Racine in 1841, and established the mercantile 
firm of Lee, Dickson & Co. 

For twenty years, or until the death of Mr. Lee, 
this was the leading business firm of the town, lead- 


ing not only in the amount of business done, but 


in forwarding all the worthy enterprises and best 
interests of the community. Without them the 
city would not be what it is to-day, and they are 
justly numbered among its honored pioneers. | 
They were among the founders of Racine College, 
and contributed most liberally to the establishment 
and support of that institution. The building of | 
the plank road from Racine to Delavan, the im- | 
provement of Racine Harbor, the construction of 
the Racin< & Mississippi Railroad and also of the | 
Prairie du Chien Railroad, all received their en- 
couragement and support. It would ve difficult to | 
find two men whose business relations have been as 
harmonious, or whose confidence and high personal 
regard have been ás perfectly reciprocal as those of | 
Mr. Lee and Mr. Dickson. | 
Mr. Lee was first married in Chautauqua County, 
N. Y., to Miss Permelia A. Gaylord, who became 
the mother of three children, although only one is 
now living—-Charles H., attorney for, and treasurer | 
of the J. I. Case Threshing Machine Company. In 
1853 he was called upon to mourn the death of his | 
wife, and subsequently he wedded Miss Sarah M. | 
Gaylord, a sister of his former wife. 
In manner Mr. Lee was rather retiring, though | 
he had a way of thinking and doing, entirely his 
own. Religiously inclined and notably charitable, | 
he lived an upright life, and one of usefulness to 
his fellow-men, yet never united with any church, 
or joined any of the so-called benevolent societies, 
Politically he was always a Democrat, but during 
the war supported Lincoln's administration, and | 
was known as a War Democrat. After a compara- | 


27, 1861. 


this sketch, and Mary L., 
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tively alice; though intensely active business ca- 
reer, Mr. Lee was called to his final rest December 
The old settlers, who knew him best, will 
join in the statement that for “clear-grain human 
worth,“ he had no superiors. 


RS. LUCINDA A. EDGOOSE, who for the 
past eight years has resided in Union 
Grove, Racine County, and is numbered 
among the ladies of prominence and in- 
fluence in the community, was born in Lake 
County, Ill., April 11, 1838, and is a daughter of 
Alanson and Dorcas L. (Stebbins) Bacon, both of 
whom were natives of the Empire State. Her 


| father was born in Oswego County in 1818, and 
| her mother was one year his junior. 


In the prim- 
itivs schools of olden times he acquired his educa- 
tion and throughout the greater part of his life 
followed farming. In an early day he left the 
East and emigrated to Wisconsin by way of the 
Erie Canal and Great Lakes, arriving after several 
weeks at South Port, or Kenosha as it is now 
called. He stopped for some time with his elder 
brother, Hudson Bacon, a pioneer settler who 
erected the first log house in Kenosha, Wis. 


| Later, Alanson Bacon took up a Government claim 


of 80 acres of wild land and began the deveiop- 
ment of afarm. His family lived in true pioneer 
style. Their home was a log cabin with puncheon 
floor and stick chimney and their furniture was 
not of the latest fashion, but as the years passed 
and Mr. Bacon's financial resources were increased, 
he extended the boundaries of his farm and also 


added many comforts and luxuries to his home. 


In 1840, he was called upon to mourn the loss of 
his wife, whose death occurred in Lake County. 
They were parents of three children, namely: 
Philo, who is married and is employed as a ma- 
chinist in Grand Rapids, Mich.; Mrs. Edgoose of 
wife of Francis L. 
Towar, an agriculturist of Iowa Falls, Iowa. Mr. 
Bacon was again married, his second union being 
with Elizabeth Clark, a native of Jefferson County, 


N. Y. Theceremony was performed in 1843, and 
unto them were born two children—Alanson, a 
carpenter and joiner who is married and resides 
in Freeport, III., and Fred who resides with his 
family upon his farm in Eleroy, III. 

The father of this family was a pronounced 
Democrat of the true Jeffersonian type and took 
quite a prominent part in political affairs, He 
held the office of Chairman of the Township Board 
of Supervisors for a continuous period of nine 
years and after an interval was again elected. He 
was Justice of the Peace for fourteen years, and 
was many years identified with the educational 
interests, during which time he did much to ad- 
vance the standard of the schools and procure 
competent instructors. He was a respecter of all 
religious and moral teachings and for his benevo- 
lence and generosity was widely known. He 
never turned a poor man from his door empty 
handed, and many yet remain who had reason to 
bless him for his timely assistance in their hour of 
need. He died January 29, 1881, respected by ali 
who knew him. 

The early girlhood days of Lucinda Bacon were 
spent upon her father’s farm and after completing 
the common school course, she pursued her studies 
for a short time in the Freeport High School. At 
the age of eighteen she had successfully passed the 
teacher's examination and taught two terms in the 
district school of Stephenson Co., III., where she 
taught for two years, when she promised to become 
the wife of George F. Anderson, a native of New 
York. Their union was celebrated November 1, 
1857, and unto them were born two sons who 
are yet living. Fred A., the eldest, married Miss 
Jennie L. Otis and now resides in Toledo, Ohio. 
: He was left fatherless at the age of twelve years 
and has made his way in life almost unaided. 
Becoming a telegraph operator, he was employed 
in that capacity for the Daily Pioneer Press of St. 
Paul, Mınn., and was accounted one of the best 
operator in the Northwest for eleven years. He 
is now connected with the Associated Press at 


Toledo, Ohio as a receiver of messages. His wife 


is a lady of intelligence and culture and is also an 
excellent operator. They have two children— 
Mary M., aged eight years, and George A. four 
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years of age. Thomas H. Anderson, the youngest 
brother, attended the common schools, pursued a 
course in the High School of Saranac, Mich., and 
for three years was a student in Beloit College. 
He received a business training as salesman in a 
large general store of his native village, and is 
now a stenographer and shorthand,reporter of St. 
Paul, Minn., having been with one firm for six 
years, a fact which indicates conclusively that he 
is a trustworthy young man. On the 15th of 
July, 1890, in Union Grove he married Miss Julia 
Metheringham, a native of Kenosha County, Wis., 
of English descent. 

In 1871, Mrs. Anderson was called upon to 
mourn the loss of her husband, who died at their 
home in Ionia County, Mich., in that year. For 
four years she supported herself and her two small 
boys by teaching in the primary schools of 
Saranac, Mich. She was again married July 18, 
1875, her second union being with John Edgoose, 
one of the leading citizens of Kenosha County. 
He was born in Norfolk, Lincolnshire, Engiand, in 
September, 1827, and at the tender age of nine 
years began life for himself. He was from that 
time until nineteen years of age a resident of his 
native land as he had promised his mother that he 
would remain with her as long as she lived. His 
school training was necessarily very limited, but 
through his own exertions and by extensive read- 
ing he became a well-informed man. At the age 
of nineteen he bade good-by to his old home and 
upon a sailing vessel started for America. From 
New York, where he landed, he went directly to 
Chicago, arriving there with only $2.50 in his 
pocket, but possessed an unlimited stock of 
energy, determination and industry. He first 
worked in Wisconsin as a lumberman, cutting and 
drawing the wood to the markets. One winter 
after coming to Racine County he cut and split 
five thousand rails which shows that he must have 
been an indefatigable worker. By industry and 


economy he acquired a sufficient sum to purchase 
80 acres of land at $5 per acre, after which he 
began the developement of the farm his home 
being a cabin in Paris, Kenosha County. 

Mr. Edgoose married Miss Sarah L. Stebbins, 
who was born in New York in 1839. She died 
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June 29, 1874, and the following year he led to 
the marriage altar Mrs, L. A. Anderson. They 
became parents of a little daughter, Aresteen, now 
thirteen years of age, a bright and attractive little 
girl, now in the highest department of the village 
school. ‘The death of Mr. Edgoose occurred Jan- 


uary 18, 1890, after a prolonged illness, and his | 


remains were inid away in Union Grove Cemetery, 
where a fine monument marks his last resting 
place. In politics he was a Republican and a 
stalwart supporter of the party principles. Every 
enterprise calculated to benefit the community, 
received his support and he was regarded as a 
progressive, prominent and valued citizen as well 
as a loving and tender husband and father. 

Mrs. Edgoose has for the past eight years re- 
sided in Union Grove, where she has a pleasant 
home, the abode of hospitality and good will. 
Her many friends are sure of receiving a hearty 
welcome and with a manner all her own, she 
places her guests at perfect ease. The Congrega- 
tional Church finds her a faithful member and 
she is also an active worker in the Ladies’ Aid 
and Missionary Society and the Woman's Chris- 
tian Temperance Union. 


[> 


)ICHARD DOBSON, who is engaged in gen- 
eral farming, on section 12, Rochester 
Township, is numbered among the early 
pioneers of Racine County, of 1844. Almost 
forty-eight years have passed since he came to 
what was then the Territory of Wisconsin, and in 
the ycars which have since come and gone, he has 
witnessed the growth and development of the 
county, and has likewise borne a share in its up- 
building and progress. To the early settlers the 
county owes her prosperity and all that she is 
to-day, for thev laid the foundation upon which 
her superstructure has been reared. Among the 
early settlers then should be mentioned the gen- 
tleman whose name heads this sketch. 

He was born in Yorkshire, England, June 6, 
1822, and is a son of Thomas Dobson, a native of 
the same shire, and a cloth manufacturer by oc- 
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born twelve children, six sons and six daughters, 
of whom Richard was the fifth in order of birth. 
Only three, however, are living at this writing, 
two brothers of our subject—Richard Albert, of 
Mineral Point, lowa County, Wis.; and Jubal, a 
cabinet-maker, of Yorkshire, England. 

Richard Dobson attended the common schools 
of bis native land until fifteen years of age and 
then commenced working at the woolen business. 
He devoted his energies to that until June, 1844, 
when he determined to come to America. Bidding 
good-by to his home and friends, he embarked 
from Liverpóol, and, after a voyage of six weeks, 
the vessel in which he sailed dropped anchor in 
New York Harbor. From that city he made his 
way to Buffalo, where he took passage on the lake 
vessel which bore him on his way to Milwaukee, 
Wis. Then he parted company with those who had 
been his companions thus far and made the dis- 
tance on foot to Rochester, Racine County. Soon 
afterwards he purchased a forty-acre tract of land 
in Burlington Township, upon which he built a 
log cabin, there making his home umil the autumn, 
when he went to Mineral Point, lowa County, 
Wis., and commenced working at the blacksmith 
trade. Thus he was employed for three years, at 
the expiration of which time he returned to Racine 
County. In 1847 he sold his farm in Burlington 
Township and made purchase of forty acres of 
land in Rochester Township, upon which farm he 
has since made his home. 

Mr. Dobson further completed his arrangements 
for a home by his marriage with Miss Jane, 
daughter of Joseph and Hannah Cockroft, both of 
whom were natives of England. Their union was 
celebrated on the 30th of December, 1847, and was 
blessed with a family of six children, (one died in 
infancy). ‘Those who still survive are: Mary 
Hannah, Sarah Ann, Emeline, Lawrence Henry, 
and Joseph Alfred. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dobson began their domestic life 
upon the farm, where they still continue to reside, 
and he devoted his time and attention to the cul- 
tivation of his farm until September, 1864, when 
he responded to his country’s call for trodps, en- 
listed in Company C, Sixth Wisconsin Infantry. 


With his command he participated in the battles 
of Petersburg, Stone River, and several lesser en- 
gagements. At the battle of Stone River he was 
taken prisoner, 
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| est pacer in the world, whose record is 2:06. 
but was soon afterwards ex- | 


changed. At the close of the war he was honor- | 


ably discharged at Madison, Wis., in 1865, and 
returning home once more resumed agricultural 
pursuits. He 


is classed among the enterprising | 


and substantial farmers of Rochester Township, ! 


and the neat appearance of his place corroborates 
this statement. 
but devotes himself exciusively to his business, 
Socially, he is a member of the Grand Army Post 
of Burlington. 
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ACKSON I. CASE, Mayor of Racine, has the 
distinction of being the youngest man who 
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and owns nine head of fast horses. Echora bas a 
record of 2:234 and is the dam of ‘Direct,’the fast- 
Mr. 
Case is serving his third term as Secretary of the 
Wisconsin Association of Trotting Horse Breeders 
his second term as vice-President and member of 
the executive committee of the North Western 
Association of Trotting Horse Breeders, and in 
1889, was President of the Wisconsin Industrial 


| Association. 


He engages little in public affairs, | 


It was in 1891, that Mr. Case was nominated 


| for the Mayorship of Racine, with Adolph Weber 
| for an opponent. Mr. Weber was up for re-elect- 
| ion, having previously secured the office bya 
| majority of seven hundred and twenty-six. 


It 


| seemed a little hazardous for one little more than 
| a boy, to make the race asainst a man of Mr. 
| Weber’s standing, but the count showed that he won 
the day by a majority of two hundred and eighty-six 


ever held the position, and is, doubtless, | 


the youngest mayor in the United States. 
Widely and favorably known throughout the 
county, and having many warm friends, his sketch 
will prove of interest to our readers. Mr. 
was born on the 23d of October, 1865, and is the 
only son of Hon. Jerome I. Case, whose sketch 
will be found on another page of this work. Our 
subject has enjoyed the best educational advant- 
ages, being thereby fitted to fill almost any posit- 
ion in life. After leaving the public schools, he 


Case | 


attended the Racine Academy, the Michigan Mili- | 
tary Academy and the Massachusetts Institute of 


Technology at Boston. When his education was 
completed, he entered upon a business career in 


1883, as book-keeper for the Fish Brothers Wagon | 


Company, remaining in their employ 
two years. For the past five years he was private 
secretary to his father, who was one of the most 
prominent business men of Racine. Mayor Case 
is also interested in a number of enterprises, being 
President and a member of the board of directors 
of the J. I. Case Plow Works, Teasurer and direct- 
or of the Racine Hotel Co., also a director of the 
J. I. Case Threshing Machine Company and the 
Manufacturers National Bank. - He also takes 


for nearly | 


great delight in raising and training turf stock 


20 


votes, thus changing the results of the previous 
year by over one thousand votes. This was truly 
a high compliment to his popularity and ability. 
He has proved capable and little opposition is 
found to his management of affairs. In Masonic 
circles Mr. Case stands higb, having taken the 
Thirty-second Degree of that order. He is identi- 
fied with the lodge, chapter and commandery, of 
Racine, and the Wisconsin Consistory, of Mil- 
waukee. 

On the 25th of March, 1886, Mr. Case and Miss 
Henrietta Roy were united in marriage, and their 
union has been blessed with three children: Jerome 
I., Jr., named for his grandfather; Roy I. and 
Harry W. 


NTHONY KRAUPA, who is engaged in 
the hardware business in Racine, is num- 
bered among the self-made men of the 

Y city, and for his success in life he deserves 
no little credit. Beginning empty-handed he has 
steadily worked his way upward, winning by his 
honest dealings the confidence and good wishes of 
all with whom he has come in contact. 


———K—————— ln qt 
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Mr. Kraupa was born in Vlasim, near Prague, 
Bohemia, February 4, 1817, and is the son of John 
and Josephine (Pike) Kraupa. In their family 
were six children, but only two crossed the Atlan- 
tic. Prokop came to this country in 1882, and is 
now a resident of Racine. The subject of this 
sketch, who is the eldest of the family, acquired a 
common-school education, and when eleven years 
of age began learning the weaver’s trade, at which 
he worked until he came to the United States. His 
father had been a weaver and he followed the same 
occupation. In 1848, he bade good-bye to his na- 
tive land and crussed the ocean with Charles Kuntz, 
a wealthy Bohemian, who paid Anthony's passage 
and permitted him to work in hisemploy until the 
money had been repaid, eighteen months being re- 
quired for this. Mr. Kuntz bought a large tract of 
land near Racine and our subject superintended it 
forhim. Afterward he entered the employ of J. 
G. Conroe, a well-known hardware merchant, 
working first at blacking stoves. He remained 
with that gentleman sixteen years, when his em- 
ployer died he bought the stock for $1.800, paying 
$6 cash and going in debt forthe remainder. His 
stock filled but one side of the store and two tail- 
ors occupied the other side, but im less than a year, 
owing to his rapidly increasing trade, he had to 
utilize all the store room. He was meeting with 
excellent success in business but disaster came upon 
him in the shape of a fire in 1882, when he lost 
thereby 86,000, but with characteristic energy he 
built the store building where he now does business 
at No. 304 Main Street, a two-story brick, 20x100 
feet, and again entered the line of trade. In 1884, 
he admitted tq partnership his son, John, under 
the firm title of A. Kraupa & Son, under which 
style business is yet carried on. 

It was in 1850,that Mr. Kraupa was united in 
marriage with Anne Cepelak, who was born within 
four miles of the birthplace of our subject. She 
worked for and came to the United States with Mr. 
Kuntz as did her husband. Their union has been 
blessed with eight children, four of whom are yet 
living—Anthony, Jr., assists in the store; John is 
partner in the business; Anne is the wife of F. J. 
Palica, a trunk manufacturer of Racine; and Jose- 
sephine is the wife of Charles Kuchta, of Racine. 


In his political views, Mr. Kraupa was a Repub- 
lican until President Grant’s administration, since 
which time he has supported the Democratic party 
as does his son, John. He was one of the origina- 
tors of the Bohemian society, Narodnijednota of 
Racine,and both he and his son are directors in the 
business of F. J. Palica & Co., trunk manufacturers. 
He was the first Bohemian boy born in Racine 
County. 


4 pILLIAM WRATTEN, general car and lo- 
f comotive foreman of the Racine shops of 
VY the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Rail- 
road Company, has been an employe of this com- 
pany since June, 1563, or for a continuous period 
of twenty-eight years. In presenting this sketch 
to the readers of the Asus, we record the life 
work of one of the native citizens of Racine. His 
birth occurred on December 22, 1848. His parents 
are Jacob and Harriett (Biggs) Wratten. His early 
boyhood days were spent midst play and work and 
in attendance at the public schools of his native 
city, where he acquired his education and after- 
wards learned the trade of a machinist, in the shops 
of the Racine & Mississippi Railroad Company, 
now the Chicago. Milwaukee & St. Paul. He has 
been with the company ever since and is now the 
oldest employe in years of service engaged in the 
shops. He began work when only fourteen years 
of age, and in the time that has since elapsed he 
has never been off duty except for two weeks when 
he was detained at home on account of an accident 
which happened to him in the line of his duty. 
An important event in the life of Mr. Wratten 
occurred February 26, 1884, on which day was 
celebrated his marriage with Miss Margaret Clark, 
a daughter of Jolın Clark, and a native of Illinois, 
born in Ottawa. Two children graced their union, 
but both are now deceased. Walter F., the elder, 
died at the age of thirteen months; and William 
H. died when twenty-two months old. 
Mr. Wratten and his wife are favorably known 
in the social circle in which they move and have 
many warm friends throughout the community. 


In political sentiment, Mr. Wratten is a Republi- 
can, who stanchly adheres to the principles of that 
party. If long years of continuous service with 
an exacting corporation is a flattering endorse- 
ment of an employe, then should our subject have 
just reason to congratulate himself on his um- 
blemished record. We know that without merit 
and faithfulness an employe is not retained in the 
service of the railway company, aud in view of 
the fact of his twenty-eight years of labor, we 
know that he has been a trustworthy aud efficient 
worker. His parents were among the earliest set- 
tlers of Racine, and their children have grown to 
be useful and respected members of society. 


ee Se 3 ee 


=) Hartman & Puffer Trunk Company, of Ra- 
A cine, is a native of the county in which he 
still makes his home. He was born in the town of 
Mt. Pleasant, May 11. 1859. and is a worthy repre- 
sentative of an honored pioneer family. His par- 
ents, Ezra and Mary E. (Carr) Puffer, came to the 
county in 1842 and are stili residents of Mt. 
Pleasant Township. A sketch of the father is 
given in another page of this work. 

Our subject spent his childhood and youth upon 
the old homestead farm and received the rudi- 
ments of his education in the country school of 
his native town, but his early training was supple- 
mented by a course in McMynn’s Academy of 
Racine, one the leading educational institutions in 
the State at that day. When nineteen years of 
age he left the farm and engaged with the A. C. 
Fish Wagon Company, with which he has as- 
sociated for three years. At the expiration of 
that time he entered the employ of M. M. Secor, a 
trunk manufacturer of Racine. as salesman and 
continued with hum for a like period, when he ob- 
tained a position with the firm of Carples, Hart- 
mann & Co., trunk manufacturers of Milwaukee, 
traveling upon the road in theiremploy for sev- 
eral years. Mr. Puffer ultimately became a part- 
ner in the business and maintained bis conuection 
with the house for eight years, when, in the au- 


E im CARR PUFFER, Secretary of the 
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tumn of 1890, he withdrew from the frm and 
joined one of his former partners, Joseph 8. Hart- 
mann, and the Hartmann & Puffer Trunk Company 
was organized. This company was incorporated 
in October, 1890, with an authorized capital of 
$100,000. Joseph S. Hartmann was elected Presi- 
dent, E. C. Dean, Vice-President, and E. C. Puffer, 
Secretary and ‘Treasurer. The company began 
constructing their plant at once and in two weeks 
were engaged in the manufacture of trunks, 
Their first building was 60x160 feet, three stories 
in height and was finished about the Ist of Jan- 
uary following. In June, 1891, they completed a 
three-story wareroom, 60x160 feet. The two 
buildings are of solid brick and substantially con- 
structed. An average of one hundred hands are 
employed, and the business of the company has 
developed at an unprecedented rate, they being 
now as far advanced in business development as 
they miglıt reasonably expect to be in three years 
after starting and their works are at this writing 
but one year old. Their machinery is of the most 
approved kind of modern make, and the factory is 
one of the most complete in its appointment in 
the State. The plant and local office is at the 
foot of Railroad Street in the northwestern part 
of the City of Racine. Mr. Puffer is local man- 
ager, while Mr. Hartmann is in charge at head- 
quarters in Chicago, the general office and sales- 
room being located in the Farwell Block at No. 
176 Market Street.in that city. Thisnew manufact- 
uring firm is starting under very favorable circum- 
stances. Thé executive members of the house are 
practical trunk men of many years’ experience and 
have a wide circle of friends in the trade through- 
out the country, while others are well-known capi- 
talists of large wealth and influence. The rapid 
growth of their business necessitates the enlarging 
of their facilities for manufacturing and extensive 
buildings will be added to the plant the coming 
year. 

Mr. Puffer was married in Racine June 6, 1883, 


¡ to Miss Jennie Davis, who was born in this city 


and is a daughter of David and Catherine (Rob- 
erts) Davis. who are numbered among the pioneers 
of the county. Her father is now deceased, but 
her mother survives and still resides im Racine. 


Mr. er Mrs. Puffer ERS one child, a rn 
Mabel —now a student in the city schools. In pol- 
itics Mr. Puffer is a Republican, and socially is a 
member of Racine Lodge No. 18, A. F. & A. M., 
and Racine Lodge No. 32, K. P. An active, en- 
terprising young business man, his success in life is 
the result of his own unaided efforts. He left 
home a poor farmer boy and for many years 
worked hard and faithfully for wages. With his 
accumulated savings, he engaged in the trunk bus- 
iness and is now a leading member of one of the 
most promising trunk manufacturing establish- 
ments in the West. 
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í ILLIAM M. ROWE, contractor and builder | 
W of Kenosha, who is regarded as one of the | 
A 


leading and successful business men of that 
city, is a native of the Pine Tree State. He was 
born in Winterport, near Bangor, Me., May 1,1845, 
and is a son of Daniel and Sarah (Freeman) Rowe, 
who were natives of New Hampshire and Maine, 
respectively. The father died in Maine, but the 
mother is still living, and makes her home with her 
son, our subject. 

William M. Rowe, whose name heads this record, 
is one of a family of five children, and the third in 
order of birth. His educational opportunities were 
those afforded by the common schools. When six- 
teen years of age he shipped before the mast, and 
sailed upon the high seas some six years, becoming 
the first hand. At the expiration of that period he 
then purchased an interest in a vessel and was going 
as mate on her, but his brother wished to go, so Mr. 
Rowe gave him his place. On the way the brother 
was swept overboard, and this sad event, combined 
with his mother's petition, caused him to abandon 
the sea. He then served a three years’ apprentice- 
ship to the carpenter’s trade in his native village, 
after which he journeyed westward in search of a 
home. In 1869 he went to Evanston, III., and the 
following year came to Kenosha, Wis., where he has 
since resided. 

On the 15th of December, 1870, Mr. Rowe was 
united in marriage with Miss Enna Sherwood, a 
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native of Middlebury, V Vt., tone November 10, 1850. 
When only five years old she was brought to Wis- 
consin by her parents, Milton H. and Sylvia 
(Reeve) Sherwood, who here spent the remainder 
of their lives, the father following his trade of paint- 
ing. In the Sherwood family are eight children, 
all of whom are yet living. Mr. Sherwood died at 
the age of sixty-nine, and his wife departed this 
life when sixty-seven years of age. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Rowe have been born one 
child, Sylvia S. In politics our subject is a sup- 
porter of Republican principles, and for two years 
has been Alderman of the First Ward. He took 
such an active partin getting the breakwater put 
in that he was called Break water Bill, but his efforts 
nevertheless have proved of much benefit to the 
city. In his social relations he is an Odd Fellow 
and a member of the Knights of Pythias fraternity 
and the Royal Arcanum. Mr. Rowe is one of the 
leading contractors of Kenosha, and during the busy 


season employs some fifteen or twenty men. He 
| has erected some of the best residences in the city, 


including those of R. E. Sutherland, H. Andrey, 
S. Mills, W. P. Robinson, R. Simmons, O. S. Newell, 
E. G. Timme, and remodeled Ed. Bain’s. He also 
built the Central High School and the North Side 
schoolhouse. He is not only an expert workman, 
but fulfills to the letter his part of the contract, 
and the liberal patronage accorded him is well de- 
served. His success is but the just reward of his 
own efforts. Mr. Rowe is a public-spirited man who 
takes an interest in everything pertaining to the 
welfare of the community, and is a valued citizen. 
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ONRAD SILVERNAIL is now living a re- 
Y) tired life in the village of Salem. After a 


busy and useful career, during which indus- 
try, perseverance and good management won him 


a a handsome competence, he is now enjoying the 


rest which he has so truly earned. His life record 
is as follows. He was born in Columbia County, 
N. Y., on the 21st of March, 1818, and is a son of 
James and Eva (Hayner) Silvernail, who were also 


natives of the Empire State. In their family were 


nine children— Jacob, now deceased; John, who has 

also passed away; Maria; Levi, deceased; Henry; 
William, deceased; Cora; Conrad; and one child 
who died in infancy. The mother of this family 
was called to her final home in 1848, and Mr. 
Silvernail departed this life in 1853. _ 

Like many of the noted men of our nation, our 
subject had only such educational advantages as 
the public schools afforded. He worked upon the 
home farm until eighteen years of age, and then 
bought his time of his father, paying him $30 
for each year. He was employed at farm labor 
by the month, which he followed for some time. 
In 1835 he was united in marriage with Miss Ann 
N. Decker, and they began their domestic life upon 
a farm in New York, where they made their home 
until 1846. In that year Mr. Silvernail came to 
Wisconsin by way of the Great Lakes, landing at 
Southport, now Kenosha, and soon afterward pur- 
chased forty acres of land in the town of Salem, to 
the cultivation of which he devoted his energies 
until 1850, when, attracted by the discovery of 
gold on the Pacific Slope, he went to California, 
making the trip overland, with teams. After a 
long and tedious journey across the plains, and one 
not free from danger, he reached the mining town 
of Placerville, then cailed Hangtown. For two 
years he continued in the gold fields, and in his 
mining operations was quite successful, the trip 
proving a profitable one. The succeeding five 
years of his life he spent in the State of his nativ- 
ity, having purchased the old homestead, on which 
he resided for five years. He then sold the farm 
and again came to Wisconsin and made purchase 
of one hundred and sixty acres of land in the town 
of Salem. There he carried on general farming 
until 1887, since which time he has lived a retired 
life in the village of Salem. 

In 1867, Mr. Silvernail was calied upon to mourn 
the loss of his wife, who died leaving two children: 
Ward, now a farmer of Salem Township; and 
Amanda, wife of Francis Swartz, who is engaged 
in agricultural pursuits in the town of Brighton. 
Mr. Silvernail was again married April 26, 1876, 
his second union being with Elizabeth Gibbs. They 
now have a pleasant home in Salem, which is the 
abode of hospitality and are surrounded by a large 


circle of friends and acquaintances who estcem 
them highly for their exceliencies of character. 
In politics our subject is a Democrat and in relig- 
10us belief is a Methodist. Hıs life has been well 
and worthily spent, and in the pursuit of legiti- 
mate business interests he has won a handsome 
competence which numbers him among the sub- 
stantial citizens of this community. His support 
is ever given to those interests calculated to be of 
public benefit, and in him Salem finds a valued 
citizen. 
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NTHONY KRAYNIK, dealer in shoes, 
well deserves mention among the business 
men of Racine, and we hereby append a 
sketch of his life, which will prove of in- 
terest to many of our readers, as he is widely 
known throughout the community. He was born 
near Milnek, not far from Prague, on the Ist of 
December, 1836, and such advantages as the com- 
mon schools afforded were those which he used to 
acquire an education. When in his thirteenth 
year, Mr. Kraynik went to Vienna, Austria and 
learned the shoemaker’s trade with his uncle, 
serving an apprenticeship of three and a half 
years. The year 1855 witnessed his emigration to 
America; he crossed the Atlantic in an old sailing 
vessel and seven weeks after he had left the Old 
World landed in New Orleans, whence he came 
north to Milwaukee, Wis., where for several years 
he worked at his trade. In October, 1859, he be- 
came a resident of Racine and soon after his arri- 
val secured employment with John Beck, in whose 
service he remained for ten years. a fact which in- 
dicates the faithfulness with which he labored for 
his employer. 

In 1860, in this city, Mr. Kraynik led to the 
marriage altar Miss Anne Jenc, who was born near 
Prague, and when a maiden of twelve summers 
came with her parents tó America. By their union 
have been born fourteen children, nine of whom 
are yet living—Ludmiler, wife of Charles Thomas, 
of Racine; Frank, a moulder working in Milwau- 
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Madison; Libbie, wife of James Nightingale, whose 
home is in Spencer, lowa; Nellie, Ida, Emma, 
Charles and Eddie. ` 

In 1870, Mr. Kraynik embarked in business for 
himself. Forming a partnership with Joseph Welfl 
he opened a boot and shoe store and they have 
since carried on business with excellent success, 
now having one of the largest stores of the kind 
in Racine. Straightforward business methods, 
courteous treatment and fair dealing have won 
them a liberal patronage and close attention to all 
the details of their business has secured them suc- 
cess. Mr. Kraynik is a well-informed gentleman and 
stands high among his countrymen. In politics, 
he isa Republican and socially he is an Odd Fel- 
low. He also belongs to the Bohemian society, 
Narodnijednota. His example in many respects is 
well worthy of emulation and should especially en- 
courage young men, who, like himself, have to 
begin life empty-handed. 

Mr. Kraynik has made his home in Wisconsin 
for thirty-six years, and is the founder of his fam- 
ily in America. He is the only child of his mother 
but he has a half brother and sister. His father, 
Joseph Kraynik, came to Racine in 1856, and died 
in this city June 25, 1890, at the age of seventy- 
seven years. His mother, Anne Kraynik is still 
living, being now seventy-four years of age. 


OHN L. STEVENS, one of the oldest living 
settlers of Kenosha County who now makes 
his home in the city of Kenosha, was born 
in Westfield, Chautauqua County, N. Y., 

March 3, 1814, and is a son of Daniel and Eunice 
(Barlow) Stevens. The Stevens family emigrated 
from Vermont to Nuw York in 1811. The father 
was born, reared and married in the Green Moun- 
tain State. In May, 1835, he came to Racine, now 
Kenosha County, made a claim in Pleasant Prairie 
Township and returned to New York for his fam- 
ily. In December of that year they started in a 
company of twenty-one, traveling by wagon. A 
number of the company stopped at Joliet, Ill., only 


Mr. Stevens and his family, and Mrs. Nancy French 
of Pieasant Prairie Township, coming on to this 
county. He entered his land in March, 1839, and 
there spent the remainder of his life upon that 
farm, being a substantial agriculturist. He held a 
number of township offices and was ever faithful 
to the trust reposed in him. In politics he was a 
Democrat until the rise of the Republican party. 
He died at the age of sixty-eight years and his 
wife passed away at the age of seventy-two. Of 
their five children, three are yet living: Elmeda, 
widow of George Arnold, resides in Corry, Pa.; 
Eliza, widow of Benjamin T. Hatch, is living in 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

John L. Stevens was the fourth in order of birth. 
His educational advantages were very meagre, 
being limited to the privileges of the district 
schools. He was reared on a farm and as his father 
kept a blacksmith shop, he learned to use tools 
skillfully. In 1832 he came West and visited 
Chicago and Joliet, Ill., where he had a brother 
living. Having remained until too late to return 
by the lakes, he went down to St. Louis, where he 
met a number of mechanics with whom he went 
down the Mississippi to New Orleans, going back 
home by way of the Ohio River, where he arrived 
in March, 1835. In December following he came 
with his parents to this county and entered one 
hundred and sixty acres of land in Pleasant Prairie 
Township, of which he retained possession for 
over thirty years. He passed through all the 
trials and hardships of pioneer days and is familiar 
with the early history of the county. In his 
father’s shop, in the spring of 1836, they began 
the manufacture of breaking plows, which they 
continued some five years, their entire outfit of 
chains, plow, etc., costing about $125. These were 
the first breaking plows made in this section of 
the country and Mr. Stevens has the distinction 
of having assisted in their manufacture. 

In Pleasant Prairie Township, on the 8th of 
April, 1840, our subject wedded Isabel Derbyshire, 
a native of Westfield, N. Y., who came to this 
county the same year as her husband. Having 
lived on the farm until 1869, they removed to 
Kenosha, and in 1871, Mr. Stevens engaged in the 
wholesale and retail grocery and feed business. 


Some two years » later he sold out his grocery stock, 
but has continued in the feed business since. He 
still owns one hundred and sixty acres of land in 
Pleasant Prairie Township. In politics he was a 
Democrat and cast his first vote for Gen. Jackson, 
but since the organization of the Republican party 
has been one of its supporters. 

Mrs. Stevens, who was a consistent member of 
the Congregational Church, died January 8, 1887. 
Five children have been born unto them, but four 
died in childhood. The only one living is John 
L. Jr., who is a partner of his father in the feed 
business. He was born in Pleasant Prairie Town- 
ship, December 3, 1850, was educated in the dis- 
trict schools, and in the public schools of Kenosha. 
When his father went into business, he assisted in 
the store and in 1885, he became a member of the 
firm, under the style of J. L. Stevens & Sen. He 
was married in Kenosha, June 10, 1884, to Miss 
Edith Bissel, a native of Joliet. Both he and his 
wife are Congregationalists; in politics he is a 
Republican; and socially he is member of the Royal 
Arcanum and Modern Woodmen. 

Mr. Stevens, whose name heads this record, be- 
gan life empty-handed, but has worked his way 
upward toa position of affluence. He has seen 
wheat sell for thirty cents, oats for eight or ten 
cents and then the money was mostly wild-cat 
currency. He is the oldest living male settler now 
residing in Kenosha. In all his dealing he has 


been honorable and upright and among the pio- 


neers deserves special mention. 
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OHN BOY, deceased, deserves representation 

in this volume, as for some time he was a 

| prominent business man of Racine. A na- 
(Oy) tive of Germany, he was born in Treves, in 
the Rhine Province, June 24, 1845. His education 
was received in the common schools, and while yet 
a lad he was apprenticed to the butcher’s trade, 
which he followed in his native country until the 
war broke out in 1866, when he decided to come 
to the United States. Bidding good-by to home 
and friends he crossed the Atlantic and the same 
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year located in Milwaukee, Wis., where he followed 
his trade for several years and then came to Racine. 
After coming to this city he worked in the employ 
of others until about 1874, when witha partner he 
opened a meat market at 1245 Douglas Avenue. 
They started in a small way but by close attention 
to business and honorable dealing soon worked up 
a good trade. This partnership continued about 
four years, when Mr. Boy bought out his partner, 
thus becoming sole proprietor. He continued to 
carry On the business alone with excellent success, 
and in 1884 built one of the best market houses in 
the city—a large two-story brick with ice-house, 
sausage room and barn. 

Mr. Boy was married in Racine, November 27, 
1877, his union being with Miss Mary K. Callyung, 
who was born in the same province of which her 
husband is a native. She is a daughter of John 
and Susan (Schilz) Callyung, who emigrated to the 
United States in 1866, bringing with them six chil- 
dren. Their son Peter had preceded them, having 
crossed the ocean to this country in 1861. The pa- 
rents of this family died in Chicago, the father 
passing away at the age of seventy-nine years, and 
his wife being called to her final rest when cighty- 
three years of age. Their children who came to 
this country are as follows—John, who is now en- 
gaged in farming near Chicago; Katie, wife of Peter 
Michaels, of Chicago; Catherine, who married Peter 
Yochum, and died in Racine, leaving two sons, 
Michael and John, who now make their home with 
their grandmother; Peter, who is foreman in a 
molding shop in Chicago; Elizabeth, who became 
the wife of M. Lugen, and died in Chicago; Mar- 
garet, a Sister in the St. Francis Convent, in Chi- 
cago; and Mrs. Boy, who completes the family. 

In political sentiment Mr. Boy was astanch Dem- 
ocrat, and in religious faith a Catholic, to which 
church his wife also belongs. On the Ist of Decem- 
ber, 1885, he departed this life. He wasa hard 
worker, enterprising and progressive, and is deserv- 
ing of much credit for the success he achieved, as 
he started in life empty handed, and by his own 
efforts acquired a valuable property which leaves 
his widow in comfortable circumstances. Mrs. Boy 
is a lady of exceptional business ability, and for 
some four years after her husband’s death carried 
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turned to the old country on a visit and had an 
enjoyable time, but her love for her home in Am- 
erica is greater than that for her native land. 


S . 


[7 RANK K. BULL is the popular and faith- 
Es ful, secretary of the J. I. Case Threshing 
be Machine Company, of Racine. It is a nota- 


/ 


| 
| 
| 
| 
ble fact that the affairs of the leading industries of 
| 
| 


this city are for the greater part conducted by young 
men. So well equipped are they for life’s duties 
that one young man can now dispatch more busi- 
nessin a day than three could under the oid 
methods of doing business. Our subject is justly 
entitled to representation among the leading busi- 
ness men and enterprising citizens of Racine, as the 
following facts wiil show. 

Our subject was born on the 7th of May, 1857, 
in Spring Prairie, Walworth County, Wis., and 
when only three months old was brought to Racine 
by his parents, Stephen and Ellen (Kellogg) Bull. 
His boyhood’s days were spent midst play and work, 
and he was well fitted for the duties of life by an 
excellent education. After attending the public 
schools, he pursued his studies for six years in Ra- 
cine College and at the age of nineteen, under the 
guidance of that most competent business man, 
Robert H. Baker, he began, at the bottom, to learn 
the methods of conducting affairs in the different 
departments of the J. I. Case & Co.’s works. It was 
in 1881, the year following the organization of the 
J. I. Case Threshing Machine Company, that he was 
chosen secretary of the company, a position which he 
has held continuously since, covering a period of ten 
consecutive years. Besides this, he. is prominently 
identified with other important business concerns, 
being one of the incorporators, and Vice-President 
of the Belle City Manufacturing Company; a Di- 
rector in the Milwaukee Harvesting Company; and 
President pro tem. and a Director of the Union Na- 
tional Bank of Racine. 

Mr. Bull was married in Milwaukee, on the 16th 
of September, 1880, Miss A. Belle Jones, a native 
of that city, becoming his wife. Their union has | 


— e 


nette. In religious faith Mr. Bull is an Episcopa- 
lian, but his wife is a member of the Baptist Church. 
He was one of the originators, and for some time 
was a member of the surplice choir at St. Luke’s 
Episcopal Church. Politically he is a Republican, 
and a man well informed concerning the issues of 
the day, yet is in no sense a politician. For the 
period of thirty-four years Mr. Bull has been a re- 
sident of Racine, and such has been his course 
throughout life as to win the confidence and high 
regard of all. Asa business man, he possesses su- 
perior ability, is enterprising, progressive and far- 
sighted, and the success of the company is due in 
no little degree to his well directed efforts. 
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y OHN T. YULE, foreman of the wood work 

| department in the Bain Wagon Factory, 
O | is classed among the leading citizens of 
©; Kenosha. Of Scotch birth, he was born 
in Fraserboro, Aberdeenshire, on the 21st of 
January, 1831, and when a lad of nine years came 
with his parents, Alexander and Margaret (Leeds) 
Yule, to the United States, the family settling in 
Kenosha County, in the Territory of Wisconsin. 
He was reared as a farmer lad and educated in an 
old log schoolhouse, such as were common in those 
early days. 

When nineteen years of age our subject began 
learning the wagonmaker’s trade, working six- 
teen hours per day, for $5 a month and board. 
Having pursued his trade in Kenosha some two 
and a half years, he went to Chicago and worked 
for Welch «€ Minson, carriage manufacturers, in 
whose employ he remained for a year and a half, 
when he returned to Kenosha, and engaged with 
Mitchell & Quarles, manufacturers of wagons, but 
work soon became slack. In the meantime a com- 
pany had been organized to operate a quartz mill 
at Pike’s Peak. Of this company Mr. Yule was 
elected Secretary and Treasurer and went to St. 
Louis to make ready a large twelve-stamp quartz 
crusher and transport it across the plains on wa- 
gons, which took nearly six weeks to make the 
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sli The hin e to be just what was 
needed and would have made every member of | 
the company rich had it not been for the extreme | 
ebstinacy of the President, who seemed to have 
been born in the objective case as he objected to 
every measure proposed. 

The following summer Mr. Yule disposed of his 
interest and returned to Kenosha, where he opened 
a wagon factory for Peter Wood, operating the 
same successfully fora period of five years. In | 
1869 he became associated with the Bain Wagon 
Company, working by contract and some five 
years later became foreman of the wood work depart- 
ment for that company, which position he has held 
for about eightecn consecutive years. 

Mr. Yule has been three times married. In 1851 
he wedded Miss Lucy Tapling, a native of Boston, 
and a. daughter of Robert Tapling, a ropemaker 
who was the first to manufacture rope in Chicago, 
in which city the union of the young couple was 
celebrated. Unto them was born a son, John E., 
who is now deceased. The mother died in 1862. 
The second wife of Mr. Yule—Fannie Heald, 
lived only three years. He was again married on 
the 10th of March, 1870, the lady of his choice 
being Miss Hattie V. Reed, a native of Ohio. They 
are the parents of six children—Herbert who, died 
in childhood; Lucy A.; Cora Belle; Maud; Roy and 
Orman N. 

In politics Mr. Yule is a Republican, having 
supported that party since casting his first Presi- | 
dential vote for Fremont. 


He takes quite an ac- 
tive interest and prominent part in political affairs, 
has been President of the Kenosha Republican 
Clnb for six years and Chairman of County Repub- 


lican Committee for four years. For twelve suc- | 
cessive years he has been a member of the School | 
Board and for one half of that time has been its | 
President. Mr. Yule was instrumental in securing 
the High School building, and of its construction 
had full management. Being Alderman and Pres- 
ident of the School Board at that time, he had 
a double influence, which he used toward securing | 
one of the best school buildings in this section. 

Though its erection was much opposed, it is now a 

source of pride to every citizen of Kenosha. For | 
eight years Mr. Yule served as Alderman from the 


| now in comfortable circumstances. 


| scent, 
were both born in the south of the Emerald Isle, 
| and in early life crossed the Atlantic, locating in 


country, December 


| they 
| acquired valuable property, and as a man of pro- 


Third ward with the same fidelity v with which be 
discharged every public trust reposed in him. 
Socially, Mr. Yule was in former years both a 


Mason and an Odd Fellow, but in later years has 
| not affiliated with those fraternities. 


The only 
socicty to which he now belongs is the Knights of 
Honor, of which he is Past Dictator. Mr. Yule was 
the prime mover in securing the first Artesian well 
that was sunk in the city and a considerable part 
of the subscription was raised by him. Mach has 


| he done for Kenosha and its interests, and well 
does he deserve to be ranked among its best citi- 


zens. He started in life with no capital save a 
strong right arm and undaunted courage and is 
For fifty-one 
years Kenosha County has been his home and no 
man is more favorably known in the community 
than Mr. Yule. 
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EV. STEPHEN TRANT, Rector of St. Pat- 
rick's Catholic Church, of Racine, was born 
in Southport, now Kenosha, Wis., on the 
26th of December, 1844, and is of Irish de- 
His parents, William and Anastasia Trant, 


They were married in Prescott, of that 
28, 1838, and came to Wiscon- 
sin Territory, in 1842, settling at Southport, where 
made their home until death. Mr. Trant 


Canada. 


gressive ideas and public spirit, gave liberally 


to the support of those enterprises which he be- 


lieved would benefit or upbuild the community. 
He was zealous in the cause of his church—the 
Roman Catholic—and donated the site of the 
house of worship in Kenosha, with the only con- 


| dition that the congregation should erect thereon 


a brick structure, which they did—the old St. 
Mark’s which has been replaced hy the present 
St. James’ Church. His death occurred May 26, 
1854, at the age of fifty-two years,and his wife 
died August 2, 1850, at the age of thirty-seven 


years. Both were highly respected and mucH es- 


| teemed among their neighbors. 
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The Rev, Stephen Trant spent his childhood in | devoted his attention until 1836. 
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That year wit- 


his native town, and in 1856, when twelve years | nessed his emigration by canal, teams and sailing- 


of age, was sent to Milwaukee, where he pursued 
a preparatory course of study at the Christian 
Brothers School of Peter’s Church, 
which he entered the Jesuit Academy of Milwau- 
kee, attached to St. Gall’s Church. On the 14th 
of February, 1861, he 
Seminary of St. Francis De Sales, in South Mil- 
waukee. It was there he was ordained on the 19th 
of December, 1868, by Bishop, later Archbishop, 
Henni. 

Rev. Trant’s first field of duty was in Highland, 
lowa County, Wis., where he served as pastor of 
the local church for a continuous period of twelve 
years. At the expiration of that time, he went to 
St. Joseph's Church in Fond du Lac, Wis., where 


following 


beeame a student in the | 


he remained in charge until 1886, in which year | 


he came to Racihe. Since the 10th of February, 
1886, he has been rector of St. Patrick’s Church of 
Racine, and has proved an able and popular 
clergyman. 
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pPILLIAM STANLEY, one of the extensive 
landowners of Kenosha County, who now 
y resides on section 22, Pleasant Prairie 
Township, claims Vermont as the State of his na- 
tivity. He was born in the town of Brunswick, 
Essex County, September 1, 1829, and is a son of 


22 


William Stanley, Sr., who was born in Lancaster, | 


N. H., in 1790. 
was a native of Connecticut, and of English de- 
scent. The father spent his childhood in the oid 


The grandfather, Dennis Stanley, | 


Granite State, and married Polly Hyde, who was | 
born on the same farm as our subject. Her father, | 
Esquire Hyde, was a native of Connecticut, hence | 


we sce William Stanley, Jr. is descended from old 
New England families. His parents, after their 
marriage, made their home on the farm in New 
Hampshire for several years and afterward removed 


to Orleans County, Vt., where Mr. Stanley devel- | 


oped another good farm. Some time later he and 
his family took up their residence upon the old 


vessels to Chicago, III., whence he came with an 
ox-team to Kenosha County, Wis., the date of his 
arrival being November 10. 

Mr. Stanley made a location ten miles west of 
Kenosha, where he broke some land and got out 
rail timbers. In the spring of 1838 he traded that 
claim for the half-section of land on which our 
subject now resides, and which has since been the 
family homestead. Many trials and privations 
were borne in those early days, and they experi- 
enced many hardships, resulting from exposure and 
sickness, but after a few years had passed these 
difficulties were largely overcome. Their financial 
resources were also increased and they were en- 
abled to secure many comforts which their home 
had hitherto lacked. Mr. Stanley was an indus- 
trious and enterprising man and developed a good 
farm upon which he built a pleasant residence. He 
had bought hts land from the Government, and his 
affairs were moving along nicely when his death 
occurred in 1849. He had been honored with a 
number of local offices, and had taken an active 
interest in all that pertained to the welfare of the 
community and its advancement. His wife sur- 
vived him several years, and spent her last days on 
the old homestead. 

William Stanley, whose name heads this sketch, 
is the only surviving member of the family. Al- 
most his entire life has been passed in this county, 
which has been his home for the long period of 
fifty-five years. He was reared to manhood among 
the wild scenes of pioneer life and early inured to 
hard labor on the farm. His education acquired 
in the common schools, was supplemented by a 
course in the Kenosha High School. After his fa- 
ther’s death he remained with his mother, and took 
charge of the farm and sixty acres elsewhere in 
the county. He has greatly improved the property 
and by additional purchases has increased his 
landed possessions to six hundred and eighty acres, 
five hundred and twenty acres being embraced 
within the boundaries of the home farm, while a 


quarter section of valuable land near Kenosha also 


| 
i 


pays to him ə golden tribute. The pioneer home 


Hyde homestead, to the cultivation of which he | has long since been replaced by a commodious and 


ings are all in keeping with the home. 
seems complete in all its appointments and at a 
glance one could tell that the owner was a man of 
thrift and enterprise, possessing practical and pro- 
gressive ideas, 

In the town of Pleasant Prairie, November 27, 
1872, Mr. Stanley was joined in wedlock with Miss 
Mary E., daughter of Charles Dabbs. She is a 
native of England, and with her father, during her 
girlhood came to Kenosha County, Wis., where she 
grew to mature years. Seven children have been 
born to them, Mary Edith and John William, who 
are now attending school; Charles Frank, Jesse D., 
Allen, Elmer and Abbie. The eldest daughter is a 
member of the Presbyterian Church. 

Mr. Stanley cast his first Presidential vote for 
William Henry Harrison and continued to affiliate 
with the Whig party until the rise of the Republican 
party, the banner of which he has since upheld. He 
has served as a member of the Board of Supervisors 
but has never been an office seeker, preferring to 
give his time and attention to his business interests, 
in which he has met with such signal sucess. Fair 
and honest dealing has characterized his business 


career and thereby he has won the confidence and | 


regard of all with whom he has come in contact. 
Mr. Stanley has resided in Wisconsin during its 


dnring its territorial period. Few remain whose 
residence covers so long a period and there are also 
few who have taken a more active interest in its de- 
velopment and upbuilding. 
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Į ASON LOTHROP, the time honored sur- 
veyor of Kenosha, is ason of Rev. Jason 
Lothrop, one of the pioneer preachers of 
Wisconsin, a history of whose life work is 

given elsewhere in this volume. The gentleman 
port, Herkimer County, N. Y., January 13, 1820. 
His early education was acquired in the old-time 
district schools, and his higher education in the 


The farm | 


| cess of the machine that he was called 
whose name heads this record was born in New- | 
| River. 


years he began to make his own way in the world 
and has justly won the praise conveyed by the 
words of a self-made man. At the age of four- 
teen, he went aboard a packet on Lake Erie, trad- 
ing between Ogdensburg, Ft. Gratiot and inter- 
mediate points, where he was employed two years. 
The methods of loading and unloading vessels 
in those days were very laborious, requiring several 
days, whercas now it takes but a few hours. Young 


| Jason had so many narrow escapes while on the 


lake that his mother would not consent to his re- 
turn, so he gave his attention to the trade of a 
ship carpenter, working three years in that line in 
Oswego. Subsequently he went to Canada, where 
he was employed in a ship-yard, and in 1839 he 
visited his father in Southport, Wis., and went on 
to Chicago, which was then a very sickly and un- 
attractive place. 

Returning to Oswego, Mr. Lothrop was married 
July 8, 1843, Miss Jane Burnsides becoming his 
wife. She was a native of Ogdensburg, N. Y., and 
was of Scotch extraction. Five children have 
been born of their union, but only two are now 
living—Jason, Jr., who is in charge of Govern- 
ment dredging in the Tennessee River; and 
Charles, a conductor on the Milwaukee, Lake 


| Shore & Western Railroad. 
entire existence of a State, and for twelve years | 


In 1844, Mr. Lothrop left the East and emigrated 
to Kenosha, where he has since made his home, cov- 
ering a period of forty-eight years. He succeeded 
his father in surveying, which has been his chief 
occupation, although he has been engaged in a va- 
riety of business pursuits, running a hrick-yard. 


| dealing in furniture, etc. In 1856, he built a crane 
| dredge for Kenosha, that being the first crane 
| dredge built on Lake Michigan. 


Mayor Sholes, of 
Kenosha, was informed by the patentee, Osgood, 
that Mr. Lothrop was not building the dredge ac- 
cording tospecifications, and would not guarantee 


it to do the amount of work it would perform if 


constructed as he had planned. Such was the suc- 
upon to 
construct a side-wheel dredge on the Wisconsin 
Mr. Lothrop is accounted one of the most 
competent surveyors in this section of the State. 


With the exception of two terms, he has been 
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cither Surveyor or Deputy Surveyorof the county | 
since 1845, a fact which indicates his capability. | 
He was employed by Chief Engineer Twining to 
run the lines on the Kenosha & Rockford Railroad, 
and also made the original survey of Muskegan, 
Mich. for Theodore Newell and Martin Ryerson. 

Mr. Lothrop exercises his right of franchise in 
support of the Republican party, of which he isa 
stanch advocate. For many years he was a Mem- 
ber of the City Council from the Fourth Ward. 
In 1885, he was called upon to mourn the loss of | 
his estimable wife. He is a man true to his con- 
victions of right and his integrity and veracity go. 
without questioning. Kenosha finds in him a val- | 
ued citizen, who has ever manifested an interest 
in her public affairs and done all in his power to 
promote her welfare and advancement, 


— 
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W AMES C. DOWSE, who owns a good farm on 
section 34, Pleasant Prairie Township, Ken- 
A) osha County, is numbered among the pio- 
\ neer settlers of this community, his resi- 
dence in the county covering a pertod of fifty-two 
years. There is only one other man in the town- 
ship who has as long voted in the neighborhood as 
our subject. A native of England, he was born | 
near Boston, Lincolnshire, October 26, 1815, andis | 
a son of James and Martha (Pinder) Dowse, who | 
were also natives of that locality, where they were 
reared and married. The father carried on busi- 
ness as a butcher and farmer and reared his family 
in England where he spent his entire life. He 
liyed for some time in the city of London, but his 
death occurred in his native county in 1861. There 
were four sons and three daughters in the family 
who grew to mature years. John, the eldest, emi- | 
grated to this country and settled in Kenosha 
County, Wis., but his death occurred the following | 
year on the 26th of April, 1840. ) 
Our subject is now the only surviving member | 
of the family. The days of his boyhood and youth | 
were spent in his native land and the advantages | 
of the common schools were afforded him. In 1835 | 


he emigrated to America, landing in New York on | 
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the 25th of October. Near Rochester, that State, kó 
was engaged in farm work for two years and then 
came to Milwaukee, Wis., in 1837. He went to 
Chicago, which contained about five thousand pop- 
ulation at that time and walked to Du Page 
County, where he was employed for about two and 
a half months. He then worked fora few weeks 
on the Illinois River, after which he went to St. 
Louis and thence by boat to Orleans, but the yel- 
low fever then prevailed in that city and ten days 
later he left for Vicksburg. After two months 


| spent on the Yazoo River he returned to Vicksburg 


and thence to Crescent City, where on the 23d of 
February, 1838, he boarded a sailing-vessel bound 
for Liverpool, where he arrived on the 14th of 
April, after a voyage of seven weeks and two days. 
He then resided in London until September, when 
in company with his elder brother, John, he again 
crossed the briny deep to New York. From No- 


vember of that year until the February following 


they worked in Rochester and then with teams 
came to Chicago, and on to Kenosha County, Wis., 
making a settlement in Spring Brook neighbor- 
hood. The Dowse brothers purchased a tract of 
wild land of two hundred and forty acres, upon 
which not a furrow had been turned or an im- 
provement made and began the development of the 
farm, but John Dowse «ied the following spring. 
James continued to break the land, fenced it and 
continued the work of development until he made 
a fine farm. He has now one of the most finely 
improved places in this part of the county. A sub- 
stantial residence, large barns and good outbuild- 
ings stand as monuments to his thrift and enter- 
prise and a fine bearing orchard, which he set out 
himself, yields its fruit in season. 

Mr. Dowse was married in Lake County, III. 
June 24, 1840, to Abigail Lovejoy, a native of 
Chautauqua County, N. V., and a daughter of Abi- 
jah Lovejoy, one of the pioneers of Lake County. 
Unto them were born four children: William, who 
is now married, follows farming in Pleasant Prairie 
Township; James, who enlisted in the late war asa 
member of Company I, Thirty-third Wisconsin In- 
fantry, gave his life in defense of his country at 
Memphis, Tenn., December 23, 1863; Sarah died in 
early childhood, and Ernest, who spent two years 


— ane — ALBUM. 


451 


in — is now ae in the commission . | — in hotel denne for about three years. 


iness in Chicago. Mr. Dowse was a second time 
married in Kenosha County, in 1848, when he 


wedded Mrs. Sarah Dexter, also a native of Chau- | 


tauqua County, N. V., and a sister of his former 
wife. They had one son, Byron, who now oper- 
ates the home farm. He is married and has a fam- 
ily of six sons. Mrs. Dowse departed this life 1n 
1877. 

Among the prominent and influential citizens of 
Kenosha County is Mr. Dowse numbered and we 
also enroll him among the honored pioneers, for 
he has been identified with its history for a long, 
long period, has witnessed its upbuilding and aided 
in its growth and development. He has served 
both as Commissioner of Highways and as Town- 
ship Supervisor. He proudly cast his first vote for 
William Henry Harrison, and by his last Presiden- 
tial ballot supported Benjamin Harrison, having 
been identified with the Republican party since its 
organization. His life has been well and worthily 
spent and it is with pleasure that we present this 
record of Mr. Dowse to cur readers. 


—— AL — — 
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A FAYETTE ROBINSON resides on section 
le 30, Pleasant Prairie Township, Kenosha 
N County, where he operates a good farm of 
two hundred and fifty-six acres, pieasantly situated 
four and one-half miles south of Kenosha. It is 
the old Robinson homestead which was purchased 
by his father, John Robinson, prior to 1849. In 
Asherton, England, John Robinson was born on 
the 10th of May, 1816. Four years later he came 
to this country with his parents and acquired a 
good education for those early times. After at- 
taining to mature years he was married in Syracuse, 
N. Y., to Martha Rose, a native of Amsterdam, 
that State. 

For a few years Mr. Robinson engaged in hotel 
keeping in the East and came to Wisconsin in 
1849, locating upon a farm of one hundred and 
sixty acres which he had purchased in Kenosha 
County. A short time afterward, however, he 
rented his land and removed to Chicago, where he 


At the expiration of that period he once more 
embarked in farming, plowed and planted his 
fields and developed from the unbroken prairie a 
good farm. There he reared his family and made 


his home until his death, which.occurred August 


20, 1874. 
Mr. Robinson took quite an active part in local 
politics, supporting the Democratic party and held 


a number of official positions. He served as Asses- 


sor and Town Treasurer, and was a member of the 
Board of Supervisors. In every position he was 
called upon to fill he proved himself an able officer 
by the prompt and efficient manner in which he 
discharged his duties. For a number of years he 
served on the School Board and was always inter- 
ested in that which pertained to the welfare of the 
community. At his death the county lost one of 
its best citizens who was respected by all who knew 
him. Mrs. Robinson still survives her husband, 
and although seventy-six years of age she is still 
enjoying good health and her faculties are scarcely 
impaired. 

Unto this worthy couple were born nine chil- 
dren—William L., who is engaged in business in 
Chicago; Thomas, who died in early manhood 
leaving a young wife to mourn his loss; Mary, who 
became the wife of George Snyder and is now de- 
ceased; Charles T., who was also married and is 
now deceased; Alice, who died when a young lady; 
George, who died at the age of fourteen years; 
Emma also deceased; La Fafayette.of this sketch; 
and Milton E., who is engaged in business in Chi- 
cago. 

We now take up the personal history of óur 
subject, who was bern on his father’s farm in 
Pleasant Prairie Township, November 22, 1856. 
He acquired a good practical education in the 
public schools and became familiar with the labors 
of the farm in early life. He remained under the 
parental roof until his father’s death, and then 
took charge of the farm for his mother, managing 
affairs for her until several years later when he 
purchased the personal property of the homestead. 
Around it cluster many happy memories of his 
boyhood days and of his more mature years. 

An important event in the life of Mr. Robinson 
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occurred on the 21stof January, 1886, when he led 
to the marriage altar Miss Katie, daughter of Pat- 
rick Kelaugher. Her father was a native of County 
Antrim, Ireland, and when a young man crossed 
the briny deep to America, and became one of the 
early settlers of Kenosha County. His daughter 
was here born and spent the days of her maiden- 
hood. The marriage just mentioned has been 
blessed by a little daughter to whom the name of 
Martha was given. 

Mr. Robinson proudly cast his first vote for Gen. 
James A. Garfield, and has since been a stanch ad- 
vocate of Republican principles. He was elected 
and served one term as a member of the Board of 
Supervisors but has never been an office seeker, 
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preferring to devote his time and attention to his | 


business interests. He is a wide awake and enter- 


prising young farmer and in the community where | 


his entire life has been passed he is held in high re- 
gard for his sterling worth, 
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Threshing Machine Company, has been a 
resident of Racine since 1848, and is one of the well 
and favorably known citizens. His life record is 
as follows. He was born in the town of Mt. Holly, 
N. J., September 7, 1844, and isa son of Ezekiel 
and Margaret (Ratliff) Chadwick. His parents 
were born in the town of Hyde, near Manchester, 
England, were married in their native city in 1836, 
left England for the New World. When the ocean 
voyage was completed they made a settlement at 
Mt. Holly, N. J., where they resided until 1848, 
when they came to Wisconsin and located in Ra- 
cine. They took passage at Buffalo on their way 
west on the steamer, “A. D. Patchen,“ which was 
driven ashore ina storm on North Point, four 
miles north of Racine, where they were landed 
with considerable difficulty and danger and were 
taken to Racine by team. Ilere they spent the 
remainder of their days, the father dying in 1876, 
the death of the mother occurring in 1887. Their 


FA LIJAH F. CHADWICK, general foreman of 
E 
~ 


the engine department of the J. I. Case | 


family consisted of four sons and two daughters, | 


all living in Racine. William, the eldest, wedded 
Mary Shaw; Ruth is the wife of James Davidson; 
Ellis is still single; Martha D. married J. T. Asby; 
and Wright, the youngest, whose. sketch appears 
elsewhere in this work, wedded Isabella Tilfer. 

Thesubject of this sketch came to Racine with 
his parents when a lad of but four summers and 
attended the public schools until nine years of age 
when he commenced work in the shops of the old 
Racine and Mississippi Railroad Company, in 1862, 
now the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul Road, 
and while still a lad began learning the machinist’s 
trade. So well did he apply himself that in course 
of time he was promoted to be foreman, which posi- 
tion he held for fourteen years. In 1885, we find 
him in Two Harbors, Minn., where he served three 
and a half years as master mechanic for the Du- 
luth & Iron Range Railroad Company, subsequent 
to which time he spent a few months in Mitchell, 
S. Dak., in charge uf the shops of the Chicago, Mil- 
waukee & St. Paul Railroad Company. Going 
to Sioux City, lowa, Mr. Chadwick was then 
placed in charge of the shops of the Sioux 
City and Dakota Division of the same road, 
holding the position for three months, when 
being anxious to return to his family, he once 
more came to Racine and accepted the position he 
now fills with the J. I. Case Threshing Machine 
Company. He reached Racine on his return Jan- 
uary 21, 1889, and on the 23d of the same month 
entered upon the discharge of his duties as general 
foreman of the engine department. 

On the 19th of April, 1869, Mr. Chadwick was 
united in marriage in Racine with Miss Ann 
Josephine Nobes, who was born in Cleveland, Ohio, 
and is a daughter of John and Mary Nobes. Their 
union has been blessed with two daughters and a 
son— Edith, Frank, Oscar and Jennie, all born in 
Racine. 

In politics Mr. Chadwick is a Republican, and is 
a promment Odd Fellow, belonging to Racine 
Lodge, No. 8, 1.0. O. F.; Star Encampment, No. 4; 
Bell City Temple, No. 2; Patriarchal Circle; and 
Lily of the West Lodge, No. 33, Rebecca Degr 
For forty-three years he has now been a resident 
of Racine. In this city he learned his trade and 
has won prominence as a skillful mechanic, holding 


responsible positions with important corporations 


for many years. During all these years he has been 
known asa conservative, conscientious and up- 


right man thoroughly informed and skilled in his 


line of work and fully competent and faithful in 
discharge of his duty. 
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AMES H. KELLEY, alumber dealer of Ra- 
cine, who for many years has engaged in 
business in this city,is a self-made man 
N who from a position of comparative ob- 
scurity and poverty hasarisen to one of wealth 
and aflluence. His lile record, which will be re- 
ceived with interest by many of our readers, is as 
follows. Ile was born in Ontario County, N. Y., 
September 15, 1815, and is a son of Dr. John and 
Laura (Howe) Kelley. His. grandfather, Capt. 
John Kelley, was born in Virginia but was of Irish 
descent. He raised a company for the War of 
1812, and in that struggle won his title. His wife 
was of English lineage. After the war he removed 
with his family to the Empire State and died in 
Genoa, at a very advanced age. 

The father of our subject was a physician and 
surgeon by profession and was government sur- 
geon in a hospital at Philadelphia. In Somerset 
County, N. J., he married Miss Ilowe, and after 
the war removed to New York, locating near 
Rochester, where he died from over-work while in 
the prime of life. In 1840, his wife removed to 
Cleveland, Ohio, where she departed this life in 
1844, at about the age of fifty-six years. At her 
husband 's death she was left with four children, 
two sons and two daughters whom she carefully 
reared all becoming respected members of society. 
Madison was a journalist of Cleveland, where he 
died in 1882; Mrs. D. L. Sexton resides in that 
city; Mrs. E. A. Crittenden makes her home in 
Plainville, N. J. The mother was a member of the 
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Presbyterian Church and a lady whose Christian 
character and many virtues won her the love of 
all. 

Our subject is the youngest of the family. He 
attended school but little as he has had to make 
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his own way in the world from boyhood. When 
nine years old he was employed as errand boy in a 
store in Norwalk, Ohio, and remained with the 
same employer some five years. In 1831, he went 
to Cleveland, Ohio, to seek work. While passing 
down the street early in the morning he saw a man 
sweeping out his store, and on asking if he could 
not do that work his services were accepted. When 
the man’s partner came to the store it proved to be 
the brother of our subject. Having worked there 
for a year he was then employed in a general store 
where he remained until 1836, when he became 
one of a firm in the dry-goods business in Cleve- 
land. <A year later he bought out his partner's 
interest and continued the business alone for eigh- 
teen years, building up a most excellenttrade, At 
length he determined to try his fortune in the West, 
coming to Racine in May, 1858, and embarked in 
the lumber business with the late Isaac Taylor, the 
partnership continuing some six years, when Mr. 
Kelley bought out Mr. Taylor’s interest. He then 
formed a partnership with George Murray, with 
whom he was associated until 1878, when B. F. 
Weeks purchased Mr. Murray’s interest and Mr. 
Kelley’s son, Frank R., also became a partner, the 
firm assuming the title of Kelley, Weeks d Co. 
They do the most extensive business in their line 
in Racine, employing about sixty men. Mr. Kelley 
is also director in the First National Bank and is 
one of the originators of the boot and shoe manu- 
factory which is carried on under the firm style of 
L. W. Phillbrook & Co. At that factory are also 
employed about sixty hands. 

In Cleveland, Ohio, September 20, 1837, Mr. 
Kelley was joined in wedlock with Emily C. Hus- 
sey, a native of Nantucket, Mass., who died in 
November, 1865. Unto to them were born eleven 
children, of whom nine are yet living—Mrs. Char- 
lotte Gumeir who resides in Marshfield, Wis.; Mrs. 
Col. William H. Upham of Marshfield; Francis R., 
a member of the firm of Kelley, Weeks & Co.; 
Emily C., wife of Charles H. Lee, attorney for the 
J. I. Case Threshing Machine Company; Cora, wife 
of M. W. Wheeler, Secretary of the Upham Man- 
ufacturing Company of Marshfield; Arthur who is 


‚ member of the Upham Manufacturing Company; 


Harry, a business man of Woodward, Iowa, Carrie B. 
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and Ella B. who are yet at home. On November 
3, 1867, Mr. Kelley was again married, his second 
union being with Mrs. Mary E. Carr, a sister of 
the late Mrs. Isaac Taylor. Unto thein have been 
born four chiidren—Helen, Hazel, Bertha and J. 
H., Jr. Mrs. Kelley is a member of the Baptist 
Church and all of the children with the exception 
of two are church members. 

In his earlier years Mr. Kelley wasa Whig, after- 
wards became s Republican and since 1873 has 
been a Democrat. ‘Though he has been very suc- 
cessful in business his career has not been without 
its difficulties and adversities. Soon after starting 
in business for himself he lost $3000, and through 
the faithless dealing of a wool merchant he lost 
about $65,000. But his greatest loss was in boy- 
hood. By blacking boots and doing all sorts of 
odd jobs he had saved $32, with which he intended 
to fit himself up and visit his mother. An uncle 
borrowed the money of him until he should want 
to go on his visit and a few days before he was 
ready to start he called on that gentleman for his 
money. Imagine the surprise of the boy when his 
uncle told him he could pay but #4. With that 
sturdy resolution which hasserved him wellthrough 
life he decided to go anyhow and did, enjoying the 
visit, but the rest of that $32 has remained a per- 
manent resource. Perseverance and a strong de- 
termination to succeed have enabled him to over- 
come the obstacles in his path and in surmounting 
these difficulties he has seemed to gain strength for 
renewed efforts. 


& Company Bank, is one of the leading 
business men of Kenosha. 
near Exeter, Devonshire, England, November 21, 
1842, and is a son of John and Elizabeth Lewis, 


(| RBAN J. LEWIS, cashier of the Dan Head 


He was born 


natives of the same place. In 1847, the family 
took passage aboard an old sailing vessel and after 
thirteen weeks of calm and storm, during which 
they several times despaired of ever reaching the 
shore, they arrived in New York City. Their first 
settlement was made in Huron County, Ohio, where 


the father followed carpentering and contracting 
until his death in 1854. The mother spent her 
last days with her son in Atlantic, Iowa, where she 
died at the advanced age of eighty-three years, 
Both Mr. and Mrs. Lewis were active members of 
the Episcopal Church. In their family are six chil- 
dren, all of whom,as was their father, are possessed 
of exceptional musical talent. William who is at 
the head of the William Lewis Music Company of 
Chicago. has won a world-wide reputation as a 
violinist; John R. J., until recently a farmer of 
Atlantic, lowa, is now a resident of Kenosha; Ur- 
ban J. is the next younger; Richard G. is an engin- 
eer for the Bain Wagon Company of Kenosha; 
Elizabeth G. is the wife of Henry J. Haygood of 
Atlantic, Iowa; resides in Ra- 
cine, 


and Thomas J. 

Our subject had very meagre educational advan- 
tages indeed being iimited to three winter terms 
in a district school, although by private study, he 
acquired a good business education. Upon the 
death of his father he was bound until he was 
twenty-one years of age, to a rich farmer who 
promised to give him at thst time three suits of 
clothes and 160 acres of land in Iowa. It seemed 
to be the policy of the farmer to wear the boy out 
before he should reach his majority and thus save 
the clothes and farm, as he made him work from 
five in the morning until ten at night. After thus 
working for two years Mr. Lewis’ brother took 
him from the farmer and for two years young Urban 
clerked in a dry goods store in Monroeville, Ohio. 
The succeeding year and a half he spent as a sales- 
man in a drug store in West Union, Iowa; then 
returning to Monroeville, he cierked three years for 
A. W. Prentiss, at the end of which time he pur- 
chased a third interest in the store. Throwing ali of 
his energy and best efforts into the business, the 
annual sales were increased from about $18,000 to 
#83.000. At the same time he represented thirteen 
fire insurance companies. From this one may get 
some idea of his business activity. 

On the 10th of November, 1862, Mr. Lewis was 
united in marriage with Miss Lucy M., daughter 
of Orrin W. Head, one of the wealthiest men of 
his county. The lady was born January 27, 1841, 
and died May 12, 1871. Four children had been 
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born of the union but only one is now living— 
Mildred, wife of Eugene K. Head of Kenosha. 


After his wife’s death, Mr. Lewis sold out to his | 
partner and went on the road for the Travelers” 


Insurance Company. In 1873 he bought out an 


interest in the first National Bank of Plymouth. ' 


Ohio, of which he was cashier until 1875. On the 


15th of April, 1873, he visited Kenosha to cele- | 


brate his marriage with Miss Amelia, daughter of 
Dan Head, who represented elsewhere in this work. 


Three children grace this marriage—Dan H., Urban | 


J. and Earl F. 
Having disposed of his bank interest in Plymouth 


Ohio, Mr, Lewis removed to Kenosha in 1875 and | 


on the 30th of May became cashier of the bank, of 


Dan Head & Company, which position he has since | 


filled. He is also a stockholder in the H. II. Pettit 


Malting Company, in the Park City Water Com- | 
pany, of which he is treasurer and in the Arcadian | 


Brown Stone Company. Socially he belongs to the 


Knights of Pythias fraternity and politically is a | 
| Eiizabeth Buck, of Wethersfield, Conn. 


Republican, but has never sought official recogni 
tion. 


led a very busy life and has achieved 4 success 
worthy his efforts. Beginning a poor boy, he has 


arisen to a place among the prominent business 


finest residence in the city. 


— — 


| on section 13, Raymond Township, was born 


1816,and is of English descent. 
ean be traced back in direct line to Jacob Perkins, 
who was born in England in 1624. and when a lad 


of seven years crossed the Atlantic with his father | 
to Boston. Two years later he removed to Aga- | 
| July 18, 1848. 
herited bis father’s homestead upon which be con- ` 
He was chosen | 
| fornia; Fred B. is a carpenter, of Oshkosh. Wir; 


wam or Ipswich, Mass., and in course of time in- 


tinued to reside throughout life. 
Sergeant of the Military Band of Ipswich, in 
1664, and was ever afterwards known as Sergeant 


Perkins. About 1647 he married and afterward | 
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His wife is a member of the Episcopal Church. | 
Though comparatively a young man, Mr. Lewis has 


| children. 
men of Kenosha. His home on Park Avenue isthe | 
| resided in Hartford and Orange Counties, Conn., 
| and afterward.in New York. 


| grew to manhood upon a farm. 
à TIS G. PERKINS, a retired farmer residing | 
| spent the greater part of his life. 
in Onondaga County N. Y., October 16, | 
The ancestry | 
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wedded a second wife, Mrs. Damaris Robinson, of 
of Boston, widow of Nathaniel Robinson. His 
death occurred January 27,1699. His son Joseph, 
who was born in Ipswich, Mass., June 21, 1674, 
removed to Norwich, Conn., in early life and there 
was married, May 22, 1700, to Martha, daughter of 
Joseph and Dorothea Morgan. The lady was born 
in Preston. Conn., in 1680, and died in October, 
1754. 

With his brother Jabez, Joseph Perkins bought 
a tract of land of about one thousand acres for 
£70 in the fork of the Quinebaug and Shetucket 
Rivers, in the town of Norwich, which land was 
in the possession of the family until between 1804 
and 1820, and was known as the Perkins Notch. 
Deacon Perkins was a man of influence ín his 
neighborhood and especially prominent in church 
work. The next in the line of direct descent was 
William Perkins, who was born in Norwich, Conn., 
in 1722, and married Elizabeth Buck, who was 
born in 1725, and was a daughter of David and 
They had 
four children. Daniel Buck Perkins, one of the 
number, was the grandfather of our subject. He 
was born in Conn., May 13, 1760, 
and married Sallie Berchard, by whom be had six 
He is said to have been killed by light- 
ning while riding through the woods. The family 


Norwich, 


Daniel Buck Perkins Jr., father of our subject, 
was born in Norwich, Conn., June 18. 1791, and 
When twelve 
years of age he removed to New York, where he 
Farming was 
bis principal occupation. although he engaged in 
the lumber trade for a while. In Onondags 
County, N. Y.. he met and married Miss Elizabeth 
Loomis about 1813. She was probably born in 
Norwich, about 1792, and her death occurred in 
1856. Mr. Perkins died from the kick of a horse, 
In their home were three sons and 
three daughters. the eldest of whom 15 Otis G.; 
Clarinda and Margaret are both residents of Cali- 


F. L. makes bis home in Alameda, Cal: and Celinda 
died in Racine County. Wis.. in 1454. The parents 
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were both members of the Presbyterian Church 
and took great interest in its work. Mr. Perkins 
was a great reader and kept well informed on all 
subjects of general interest, both political and 
otherwise. In politics he supported the Whig 
party. 

We now take up the personal history of our 
subject. the only representative of the family liv- 
ing in this county. During the winter season he 
attended the common schools and in the summer 
months worked upon the farm, his training in the 
latter line being more than in the former. He 
remained at home until about twenty-seven years 
of age, when, on the 15th of January 1845, he 
was united in marriage with Julia A. Benver, of 
Onondaga County, N. Y. The following 
they came West by way of the lakes to Racine 
County and settled in Raymond Township, upon 
a farm which they occupied for two years, when, 
in 1848, Mr. Perkins purchased his present farm, 
then a timbered tract upon which nota tree had 
been cut, a furrow turned or other improvement 
Now one hundred and sixty acres of val- 


year 


made. 
uable land pay him a golden tribute for the care 
and cultivation bestowed upon it and his farm is 
accounted one of the best in the community. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Perkins have been born the 
following children—Francis M., who born 
June 21, 1846, took a scientific course in Beloit 
College, wedded Mary A. James in Lawerence, Kan.; 
and is now a loan broker in that place, Mary 
Adelaide, who was born April 10, 1851, is the 
wife of Homer R. Wheat, of Beloit; 
Lucius H., who was born March 5, 1855, educated 
in Beloit and married Clara L. was for 
two years engaged in the loan business in London, 


was 


a farmer 
Morris, 


England, and is now general manager of a large 
business of that kind in Kansas. 

Mr. Perkins cast his first Presidential vote for 
Martin Van Buren, supporting the Democratic 
party. He became one of the first Freesoilers and 
voted for Fremont and Lincoln, the lirst two 
Presidential candidates of the Republican party. 
He has been an influential member of the party 
and labored for its success but has never sought 
Socially he is an 
in Racine County 


political preferment for himself. 
Odd Fellow. He began life 
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with a cash capital of $250 but by perseverance, 
industry and good management has worked his 
way upward until he has now a fine competence 
which enables him to live a retired life. The best 
interests of the community he has had at heart and 
well does he deserve to be numbered among the 
honored pioneers of the county. 


7SHOMAS LLOYD WILLIAMS. Among the 
well-known citizens of Racine should be 
mentioned the gentleman whose name heads 
this sketch, for many years a prominent merchant 
of the city. He was born in the village of Dyffryn, 
Ardudwy, Merionethshire, North Wales, in the 
autumn of 1831. His parents, Capt. Evan and 
Catherine (Lloyd) Williams, were also born in 
Meriouethshire, in the same village as their son 
and were descended from old families of that 
region, many generations remote. 

After attending the schools of his native town 
for six years, Thomas L. Williams became a student 
under the Rey. Edward Morgan, in a High School 
kept by that gentleman. On the termination of 
his school days he was apprenticed to the mercan- 
tile business in his native village and afterward at 
Carnarvon, where he remained until 1849, when he 
went to Liverpool, Engiand, and in that city en- 
gaged in merchandising until the following year 
when he returned to Dyffryn, and from there emi- 
grated to America in April, 1850. On landing in 
this country he came direct to Racine, arriving in 
May of that year. The first year he spent as a 
salesman for the mercantile house of Mooney & 
Miller, after which he went to Newark, Ohio, and 
was back and forth between that city and Racine 


several times until 1854, when he embarked in the 


mercantile business in the latter place in company 
with John Vaughan. That connection was con- 
tinued until the fall of 1873, when the partnership 
was dissoived. This was one of the oldest mercan- 
tile houses in the city; the business was prosperous ` 
and the firm accumulated considerable property. 
Toward the close of their term of partnership, how- 
ever, they sustained losses of considerable impor- 
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tance. After going out of 8 Mr. Williams 
was employed by the Racine Woolen Mills Com- 
pany, and continued with that concern for twelve 
years. 

In April, 1868, Mr. Williams was united in mar- 
riage with Catherine Owen, the wedding being 
celebrated in Portage, Wis. The lady was a daugh- 
ter of John Lloyd; she is a native of Wales, and 
was born in 1833. Mr. and Mrs. Williams have 
one daughter, Barbara, who with her parents is a 
member of the Welsh Presbyterian Church of Ra- 
cine. Mr. Williams has been its Secretary for man y 
years and is one of its active and prominent mem- 
bers, zealously working for its interests. In politics 
he isa Republican and for three years has served as 
one of the city Assessors. He has always taken a 
special interest in the welfare of his countrymen 
of Racine and vicinity and has written and pub- 
lished much interesting matter in relation to the 
history of their settlement here and of their 
churches. He has always been active and liberal in 
support of his church and in educational matters. 
His reputation for integrity and business ability 
has often led to his selection as a desirable person 
to settle up estates as executor, in which line he has 
had much experience. The history of the Welsh 
Presbyterian Church of Racine, which appears else- 
where in this volume, is from the pen of Mr. Will- 


ILLIAM ENGEL, who is living a retired 
life in Kenosha, is a worthy citizen of 


German birth. He was born at Niestein, 
Hesse-Darmstadt, February 23, 1834, ánd is one of 
a family of ten children born of the union of Paul 
and Julia (Sandmann) Engel. His parents spent 
their entire lives in the Old Country where the fa- 
ther followed the butchering business for a liveli- 
hood. The first of the family to come to the 
United States was Jacob, who in 1850, located in 
Kenosha, where his death occurred. Five others 
came later: Christian, who is living with our sub- 
ject; Stephen, a butcher of Louisville, Ky.; Helena, 


who died in St. Louis; Richard wis died in Ger 
vard, III.; and Paul, a painter and glazier of St. 
Louis, Mo. 

When fourteen years of age the subject of this 
sketch began to learn the butcher’s trade and in 
compensation for his labors received his board, but 
he had to pay eighty-three Prussian dollars for 
the privilege of working two years. At the expira- 
tion of that time, he followed the trade in Oben- 
heim, Worms, Culmer and Alsace. The hope of 
bettering his financial condition led to his emigra- 
tion to America in 1857. In a sailing vessel he 
crossed the Atlantic and after a voyage of twenty- 
seven days landed at New York. Coming to 
Kenosha he went to work at his trade for his brother 
and after a year went to St. Louis. On his return 
to Wisconsin he spent a year in Racine when he 
again came to Kenosha and worked at the butcher- 
ing business for a time. 

It was in this city, in 1861, that the marriage of 
William Engel and Maggie Reps was celebrated. 
The lady was born in Bavaria, Germany, and in 
1841, came with her parents to the United States, 
the voyage across the Atlantic consuming eleven 
wecks. Subsequently they came to Racine. The 
only child of Mr. and Mrs. Engel 1s Frederick W., 
who was born in Kenosha, acquired his education 
in the city schools and is now employed as assist- 
ant cashier in Dan Head € Company’s Bank. On 
June 11, 1888 Mr. Engel was called upon to mourn 
the death of his wife who had walked by his side 
for twenty-seven years. 

After his marriage, Mr. Engel returned to Racine 
where he engaged in butchering until 1863. In 
that year we again find him in Kenosha, where he 
began dealing in cattle. Two years later he em- 
barked in the butchering business with his brother 
and for some eleven years they carried on, opera- 
tions successfully in that line. For three succeed- 
ing years he was employed in the brewery business 
with C. Muntzenberger. Since the expiration of 
that period he has lived a retired life, having by 
his industry, ceaseless activity and good manage- 
ment in former years acquired a handsome com- 
petence which now enables him to lay aside all 
business cares. In 1891 he was chosen Vice-Presi- 
dent of the Dan Head & Company Bank. 
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In politics, Mr. Engel is independent, voting for 
the man best qualified to fill the office, regardless 
of party affiliations. For three years he was a 
member of the Board of Supervisors and took an 
active part in securing the erection of the court 
house. Both he and his wife are members of the 
German Lutheran Church. Mr. Engel certainly 
dese: ves great credit for his success in life which is 
due entirely to his own efforts and he may well be 
numbered among the self-made men of the county. 
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ETER MYERS, an honored veteran of the 
late war, has for the past seventeen years 
been engaged in business in Union Grove, 
as a dealer in lumber, coal and building 
materiais. In these years he has built upa good trade 

his patronage coming not only from the town but 
for miles through the surrounding country as well. 

He was born in Triehr, in the County of Kries 

Santwental, Prussia, Germany, March 17, 1842, 

and was the only child of Philip and Mary Myers. 

When only two years of age he was taken by his 
parents lo Northern Africa, his father engaging 

in agricultural pursuits near Algiers. When about 

four years old he was left an orphan and was 
eared for by his paternal grandmother who re- 
turned with him to Germany. At the age of ten 
years he was brought to this country in compliance 
with the wishes of his grandmother who had prev- 
iously come to America. Ile landed in New York, 
and joined his relatives in Kenosha County, Wis., 
where he spent the remainder of Ins childhood 
days upon a farm. He also attended the common 
schools of the neighburhood and day after day 
worked at farm labor until when nineteen years 
of age other events arose to occupy his attention. 

Slavery had for many years been a question of 

much discussion between the North and the South 

and now when the slave States determined to 
secede he rose to the defense of his adopted country 
and offered his services to aid in the preservation 
of the Union. He was then nineteen years of 
age. 

Mr. Myers became a member of Company M, 


First Wisconsin Cavalry under Col. Daniels and 
Capt. Connatta, who was Principal of the Kenosha 
High School at the time of his enlistment. From 
December, 1861, the regiment remained in camp at 
Kenosha until the spring of 1862, when the troops 
were ordered to report at St. Louis, and from 
thence sent to Cape Girardeau, Mo., where the 
rebels, strongly fortified, were stationed under 
the direct command of Gen. Marmaduke, who 
afterwards became Governor of Missouri. He was 
in command of perhaps sixty thousand troops and 
the forts which he garrisoned were well pro- 
tected. 

The First Wisconsin Cavalry had change of 
about one hundred miles of road near Cape Girar- 
deau, but in the interval the Colonel concluded 
to take his troops down to Arkansas and surprise 
the enemy. They came in contact with Gen. Price, 
the commander of that part of the Northern Army 
who immediately ordered the intrepid colonel back, 
telling him to wait for explicit directions. On the 
return they were waylaid by a company of rebels 
and suffered severely. Mr. Myers was wounded 
in the thigh, the shoulder and the arm, the three 
wounds being received almost simultaneously; his 
Captain was also wounded and many others of the 
regiment. They made their escape as best they 
could and at length came to a river which they 
knew not how to cross. Finally they encountered 
two negroes and bad them connect a grape vine to 
each end of the log which was then used to ferry 
them across the stream. On reaching the other 
side they were taken care of until the surgeon 
came and dressed their wounds and they were sent 
to the Overton Hospital in Memphis, where Mr. 
Myers remained for six wecks, rejoining his com- 
mand as soon as bis injuries permitted. After par- 
ticipating in the campaign through West Missouri 
and Arkansas during the winter of 1862-63, the 
troops reached Piiot Knob where the boys were 
compelled to stand on picket duty in their bare feet 
their shoes having worn out. Later the battle of 
Cape Girardeau occurred but the loss was small. 

The first Wisconsin Cavalry was then assigned 
to the Army of the Cumberland in 1863 and 
marched through to Harrisville, Ky., and thence 
to Nashville, Tenn., and Murfreesboro, doing skir- 


mish and scouting duty. This was continued on | 
through to Knoxville and Strawberry Plains, after | 


which came the battle of Chickamauga. The com- 
pany to which Mr. Myers belonged was the one to 


cover the retreat of Gen. Rosecrans and fortunate | 


the troops were to escape with their lives. On 
reaching Chattanooga they continued right on as 
news had been received that the rebels had attached 
the wagon train of supplies, numbering two hun- 
dred wagons. When they came within sight of 
the supplies of Scorcher’s Valley, the first Wisconsin 
Cavalry, with sabres drawn, made a grand charge 
right into the midst of the rebels, sweeping all be- 
fore them. 
memorable charges of the late war and an illustra- 


tion of the scene was made for Harper's Weekly. ) 


The Union troops then marched on to East Tenn 
essee, where Gen. Hood had made his appearauce 
and followed Gen. Wheeler down to Huntsville, 
Ala., until he took to burning bridges after him 
when they went on a scouting tour along the 
‘Tennessee River. 


In September, 1864, at the battle of Pulaski, 


Tenn., Mr. Myers was again wounded. He had 
been detailed on advance skirmish duty. ‘The bat- 
tle field was a plain, dotted here and there with 
trees and behind these the brave boys in blue used 
to shield themselves from the bullets of the enemy. 
Our subject had just emptied his rifle, bringing 


down a rebel, when a ball pierced a hole in the leg | 


of his pantaloons. The words “that was a close 
call’’ had hardly left his lips when a spent ball 
struck his left leg between the knee and the ankle, 
shattering the bone. To Levi Larkin, who stood 
near him, he exclaimed “Larkin I am shot.’ His 
companion, a large stalwart man, then conveyed 
Mr. Myers to the rear. Capt. Jones, with whom 


he was a favorite, on hearing of the misfortune | 
The attend- | 


said “My God, Pete that is too bad.” 
ant of the ambulance was then directed to convey 


Mr. Myers to the field hospital to await his turn of | 
amputation. When the surgeon came in Myers said ' 
“Doctor, if you amputate this leg and it can be 
saved without, I will follow you up and if I have | 
But the | 


to travel far and wide, I will kill you.” 
leg was past saving and to-day Mr. Myers is a crip- 
ple as the result of his heroic service in the Union 


This was one of the bravest and most | 
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Army. Too much praise can not be spoken of a 
soldier, who faithful to his duty bore the hardships 
of war and risked life itself to save the Nation. 


When Mr. Myers was removed to the hos- 
pital at Nashville, the roads were so rough 
that his wounds were broken open, gangrene 


set in and his case was pronounced fatal by the 
physicians, but his strong constitution came to the 
rescue and he rallied once more. Gradually im- 
proving, he was almost well when he was taken 
with a severe case of erysipelas which almost ter- 


minated fatally. His body was even ordered taken 


to the charnel house but almost as though by a 
miracle he recovered. It was a long time before 
he could be moved but he finally sufficiently re- 
covered and was furloughed home, but his troubles 
were not yet over. While on the way there was a 
coilision near La Fayette, Ind., and Mr. Myers 
was thrown from his seat, but fortunately escaped 
other injury. He then left that train and started 
for the one which would convey him homeward 
having to crawl on his hands and one foot out of 
the wrecked trains and climb into the one which 
would bear him on his way. Not a living soul 
was near to aid him and although he suffered untold 
agony he finally reached his home where under 
tender care and attention he once more recovered 
his health. One limb however was gone yet the 
nobility which led him to enter his country’s ser- 
vice makes him bear his loss patiently. 

It was in the winter of 1864 that Mr. Myers re- 
turned home and when his furlough had expired 
he reported at the Government hospital in Mil- 
waukee, he remained until his final and 
honorable discharge at the close of the war. About 
this time the ladies of Milwaukee had established a 
Soldiers’ Home and he took up his quarters there, at 
the same time entering Spencer’s Business College. 
Later he accepted a position as clerk, boarding at 
the Home during this time and afterwards was ap- 
pointed Superintendent of the National Asylum at 
Milwaukee when it was firstestablished, remaining 
there about a year. He then returned to his home 
in Kenosha, Wis. 

About this time Mr. Myers wedded Miss Mary 
Huck, who was born in New York, in October, 1846 
She removed with her parents to Canada and 


where 


$ 
i 
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afterwards to this State. ‘Ten children have been 
born of their union/seven sons and three daughters 


of whom eight are now living—Edward G., who | 


completed the course of study in the Union Grove 
schools, resides with his parents; Joseph is a book- 
keeper in a wholesale house of Chicago. He grad- 
uated from the home schools at the early age of 
fourteen, receiving a teacher 's certificate and after- 
wards studied law but is now employed as stated. 
Augustus, fourteen years of age, aids his father in 
the lumber and coal trade. George, aged twelve, 
Charlie, aged ten, Lula, aged six, Mabel, four 
years of age and Laura Edna complete the fam- 
ily. 

In his political affiliations, Mr. Myers has been a 
stanch Republican since the time when he cast his 
first Presidential vote for Abraham Lincoln. He 
has served as clerk of the Board of Education for 
four years, was Justice of the Peace two years and 
a member of the Town Board for a number of 
years, which shows that he has been well favored 
by the public, the utmost confidence being reposed 
in him. He is a charter member of George B. Lin- 
coln Post, No. 215, G. A. R., of which he was the 
first Quarter-master and Adjutant. He also be- 
longs to Grove Camp, No. 370, M. W. A., and he 
and his wife hold membership with the Catholic 
Church of Dover Township. He has sided in 
in building the beautiful churches of Union Grove 
and is heartily in sympathy with every movement 
or enterprise calculated to improve, benefit or up- 
build the community. At two different times he 
has heen chosen as a delegate to the Congressional 
conventions and became a formidable candidate 
for the State Legislature, being defeated by only 
nine votes. 

For about twenty-three years Mr. Myers has 
been engaged in his present line of business. For 
some time he carried on his operations in Racine 
and for the last seventeen years has been a coal and 
lumber merchant of Union Grove. The volume 
of his business generally amounts to $15,000, and 
it will thus be seen that he has built up an excel- 
lent trade. As a citizen he is enterprising and 
progressive, is an honorable and upright business 
man and by those with whom he has been brought 
in contact is beld in high regard. He owns consid- 


erable real estate m Union Grove, including the 
Myers Opera House. Hislife has been an eventful 
one. Born in Germany, he was then taken to 
Africa and afterwards came to this country. He 
bore his part in a long war, has struggled upward 
from a humble position to one of wealth and 
throughout his career has lived in such a way as 
to win the confidence and esteem of a large circle 
of friends and acquaintances. 
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E H. NOBLE, who resides on section 1, York- 
ville Township is one of the honored pioneers 
A of Racine County. He needs no special intro- 
duction to our readers for he is widely known. 
His sketch, however, will prove of interest to many 
for no one has more friends in this locality than 
our subject. He was born in Greene County, N. Y., 
April 11, 1821, and traces his ancestry back to one 
of three brothers who came to this country from 
England during Colonial days. His peternal 
grandfather, Goodman Noble, served on the staff 
of Gen. Washington as Aid de Camp in the Rev- 
olutionary War. His father, Gideon Noble, a na- 
tive of New York, died when Ira was a small boy. 
He became one of the most extensive milk dealers 
in New York City, beginning in a small way but 
building up a fine trade. While one day engaged 
in the manufacture of splint brooms he and his 
brother were trying to see which could work the 
faster and in the race his knife flew up and hitting 
his eye destroyed the sight. He married Rebecca 
Hughes, born in Greene Coynty, N. Y.,in 1795. 
When quite well advanced in years a fall caused a 
severe concussion of the brain and her mind be- 
came diseased, but Ira Noble gave her the tender 
care of a son and in his home she remained until 
her death. 

In the family were seven children: William W., 
who is married and has three children, served as 
paymaster of the old militia in New York. By 
trade he was a karness-maker and saddler but is 
now engaged in merchandising in Delaware County, 
N. Y. Nathaniel, a wagon-maker by trade, now 
engaged in farming in Greene County, N. Y., is 
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married and has two children—Emeline who was 
educated in the city schools of New York and was 
a member of the Baptist Church, died when about 
twenty years of age; Ira is the next younger; Al- 
exander, a harness-maker, died at the age of 
twenty-two years; Orin, while on a visit to his 
brother saw a desirable piece of land and told Ira 
to ask the price of it. A letter in reply was re- 
ceived at his home in New York City and when 
he went to show its contents to his mother he was 
taken sick and died three days later; Pheris died 
from the effects of falling from a window during 
infancy. The life of our subject has been a check- 
ered one and although he is now in comfortable 
circumstances he has met with many reverses and 
experienced many hardships. 
days were spent in New York City until the age 
of nine years, when he went to live with an uncie, 
where he remained one year. His uncle then left 
him,even taking away his extra clothing, and thus 
without a dollar he was left to make his own way 
in the world when only ten years of age. A short 
time afterward he went to live with kind 
widow ladies but another uncle came to get him to 
go to Windham, Greene County, in the neighbor- 
hood of the Catskill Mountains, where Rip Van 
Winkle is supposed to have taken his long sleep. 
After a year that uncle removed to Michigan, 
leaving our subject with a brother. Although he 
worked hard Mr. Noble was given no wages and 
he soon left to enter the employ of Herman Her- 
vey, with whom he remained until sixteen years 
old and by whom he was kindly treated and well 
eared for. When he had arrived at that age Mr. 
Hervey toid him that he might learn a trade or 
work as a farm hand. Ile chose the latter, work- 
ing eight months in the year and attending school 
the remainder of the time. At the age of nineteen 
he began clerking, which he followed two years 
and then spent a like period in farm work, but for 
one year’s labor he received no pay. 

When twenty-two years of age Mr. Noble mar- 
ried Miss Fannie M. Hervey, a native of Greene 
County, N. Y. The wedding ceremony was per- 


Iis early boyhood 


two 


formed October 10, 1843, by Mrs. Noble’s father: 
the Rev. Herman Hervey, an eminent clergyman 
and philosopher. 


The family trace their geneal- 
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ogy back ninety-two generations, to the time when 
its founder in Engiand crossed the Channel with 
William the Conqueror, Rey. Mr. Hervey was 
born in New Yoık State, September 22, 1783, and 
died December 29, 1843, 
two he married 
March 24, 17854, 
daughter, of whom four are living. 

The eldest. Jane N., the wife of E. C. Sal- 
isbury, an citizen, now 
New York and 


resides in (seneva Lake, Wis., being still well pre- 


At the age of twenty- 
Hannah Tyler, who was born 
There were two sons and five 
wis 
eminent and 


She 


wealthy 


deceased, was educated in 
served for one of her years. They had three daugh- 
ters whom Mrs, Noble partly educated in her own 
home. 

Herman M. Hervey, the second surviving child, 
went to California at the time of the gold excite- 
ment and is now living in San Jose. He married 
Caroline Webster, second cousin of Daniel Web- 


ster, and both yet living. They celebrated 


Four of 
their sons and three daughters yet abide as follows: 


are 


their golden wedding in August, 1888, 


Rosa, who is a fine musician, resides with her par- 
ents who are very wealthy; Lena, who has marked 
talent as musician, is the wife of Mr. White, a 
Dr. Charles 
and surgeon of San Jose, married Miss Emma B. 


merchant; H.. an eminent physician 
Gossard, an accomplished a popular young lady, 
and their wedding was one of the most brilliant 
ever celebrated in the city which is yet their home; 
Prof. William R. is a celebrated teacher of music 
of San Jose, whose renown extends throughout 
Southern California and was for some years a stu- 
dent of music in Rome. 

Mrs. Noble, who is the third surviving child of 
Rev. Mr. Hervey, was born July 26. 1818, and þe- 
tween the ages of four and twenty-seven vears 
spent the greater part of her time in. the school- 
room as teacher and pupil. She was educated in 
New York City 


teacher. 


and became a most successful 
She taught five terms in her own home 
and the love and esteem.of ber pupils she easily 
wins. She seems to have a special love for the 


children and into her hospitable home she has 
taken many poor boys and girls, clothing and edu- 
cating them and fitting them for life's duties. To 


her husband she has proved a good companion and 
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helpmate. They have traveled life’s journey to- 


gether in sunshine and storm, meeting adversity 
bravely, overcoming difficulties by determined ef- 
fort and winning their way to success. When they 
were married they had nothing. 


Racine a mere village with but one street of im- 
portance. Mrs. Noble took charge of the North- 


way school at $1 per week while Mr. Noble worked | 
At the end 


as a farm laborer at $10 per month. 
of two months he was taken sick and had to give 
up his place, 
to his present home, having secured a farm of one 
hundred and sixty acres, half of which he had ob- 
tained from the Government. 
was made he had only 57 remaining. 
house 14x18 feet was buiit and he then began the 


furrow had yet been turned. Wild animals were 
still numerous in the neighborhood, wolves were 
often seen within a short distance of their home 
and the Indians were frequent visitors at their 
cabin. 


trials of pioneer life were many. 
had a four months’ oid baby at the time of their 
removal to their home Mrs. Noble kept a select 


school at home, receiving a shilling per week for | 
each scholar, and with the proceeds of her labors | 


Mr. Noble purchased the first cast-iron mold plow. 
This aided him greatly in the work. 


caused him to desist. 
husband and the ceaseless activity of the wife have 
at length been crowned with success. Their days 


of struggling with poverty are passed, They have | 
| triets. Many times he filled the office of Super- 
five acres, which yields to then a golden tribute | 
He also owns a | 
| days. 
| those who value his opinion more than the views 


now a valuable farm of two hundred and forty- 


and supplies their every want. 
large storehouse in Denver, Ind. Surely prosper- 
ity is their just reward and the comfort which they 
draw from their competence has been well won. 
Unto Mr. and 
dren, but the eldest, Orlando N., who was born 
December 18, 1845, died September 11, 1846; the 
only daughter, Permelia E., was born August 27, 
1847, and was educated in the Racine High 
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They came at 
once to Wisconsin by way of the lakes and found | 


In the spring of 1845 he removed | 


His labors | 
began at early dawn and continued until darkness | 
The untiring energy of the | 


Mrs. Noble were born three chil- | 


School. She married T. D. W. Manchester, an emi- 
nent lawyer who was a schoolmate of hers in Ra- 
caine. He was graduated from the law college in 
Albany, N. Y., practiced his profesion in Racine, 
has engaged in farming in Kansas and is now a 
successful merchant in Denver, Ind. He wore the 
blue for three years during the late war, serving 
as Orderly to Col. Utely, late of Racine, and was 
held a captive at Libby Prison. Mrs. Manchester 
possesses considerable talent as an artist and sev- 
eral beautiful specimens of her work adorn her 
parents’ home, including a historical piece in pen- 


eil and crayon,a beautiful cluster of moss roses 
| and another entitled “farm life.’’ 
When his payment | 
A frame | 
| and expects to complete his education in the Mor- 
work of developing the land upon which nota | 


Unto Mr. and 
Mrs. Manchester have been born two children—- 
the elder, Charles N., is studying for the ministry 


gan Park Theological Seminary, an annex to the 
University of Chicago. He is an active and prom- 
inent worker in the Young Men's Christian Asso- 


| ciation and is a son of whom parents and grand- 
| parents may well be proud; Lucy E. Manchester is 
They had to meet one dreaded enemy in | 
the shape of prairie fires,and the hardships and | 
Although she | 
| dorsed by the temperance society in Denver, Ind.; 


a brilliant scholar, especially adept in mathematics. 
She is a great worker in the temperance cause and 
her writings on that subject were unanimously en- 


Charles A. Noble, the youngest child of Ira Noble, 
was born March 10, 1849, and died February 14, 
1866. He was a bright boy of noble character and 
a valued officer in the Ives Grove Sunday-school. 
His death was a great affliction to his parents who 
felt great pride in him, their youngest sun. 

In politics Ira Noble was first a Democrat then 


| a Free-soiler, and since the formation of the party 


has been a stanch Republican. He has served as 
School Commissioner and laid off many school dis- 


visor of his township and as Justice of the Peace 
and was elected Road Commissioner in Territorial 
His counsel and advice is often sought by 


of an attorney. In public gatherings he is often 
called upon to preside and in church work he has 
long borne a prominent part. Both Mr. and Mrs. 
Noble are faithful members of the Baptist Church 
of Thompsonville, iu which he has served as Dea- 


con for fifteen or twenty years. He has also been 
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Treasurer of the Board tor many years and still | 


occupies the position. With his pastor he founded 
the Ives Grove Sunday-school and has been its ef- 
ficient worker since. Like her husband Mrs. No. 
ble delights in doing good and has sustained and 
aided him in all his labors. She, too, has been a 
faithful teacher in the Sunday-school and her be- 
nevolence and kindness has won her many friends. 
The good will and kindly sympathy that predom- 
inate in their hospitable home are not witheld 
from the poor, but remembering the days when 
fortune was less favorable to them give liberally 
of their store to the needy. The lives of Mr. and 
Mrs. Noble have been indeed well and worthily 
spent; their years have been filled with good deeds 
and they can look back over the past with no feel- 
ing of deep regret for opportunities wasted. They 
will leave behind them a memory which will be 
cherished and held sacred as long as their man y 
friends remain on the shores of time. 


HOMAS J. EMERSON. Among the influ- 
ential business men of Racine the judgment 
of none is more highly respected and sought 

oan that of him whose name introduces this sketch. 

He is a typical American, having arisen from an 

humble position in which poverty was his main in- 

heritance to his present state in life,in which he 
enjoys a pleasing degree of affluence. Clear 
sighted, with a good reasoning faculty, and pru- 
dent and providential, it is not strange that suc- 
cess has crowned his efforts. The annals of Amer- 
ican biography are filled with the stories of heroic 
endeavors on the part of poor boys, who,while they 
were burdened with poverty, cherished a burning 
ambition to excel in some department of labor. 

It is such as these who have made our nation the 

pride of the world and the glory of her citizens. 

The part taken by Mr. Emerson in promoting the 

interests of Racine and Wisconsin has been no un- 

important one, and as the owner of the Racine 

Linseed Oil Mill, he is contributing to foster the 

industries and increase the importance of Racine 

as a manufacturing city. 
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It was in Booth a Lincoln County, 1 Me., that 
the eyes of Mr, Emerson first opened to the light 
and the date of his birth was February 20, 1815. 
He belongs to a family noted in the world of liter- 
ature and art, his ancestors originally coming from 
Durham, England, and settling in Ipswich, Mass. 
His great-grandfather was a graduate of Harvard 
College and a clergyman in the Congregational 
Church. The Emerson family intermarried with 
the historic Peter Buckley family. The grand- 
father of our subject, Col. Edward Emerson, was a 
cousin of the grandfather of Ralph Waldo Emerson, 
one of the greatest men America has ever produced. 
Col. Emerson served in the Revolutionary War, 
after which he removed to Maine and passed his 
remaining days. His efforts were rewarded with 
success and at his decease he left to each of his 
children a farm. 

William Emerson, father of our subject, was born 
at Salem, Mass. in January, 1777, and was fitted 
for the ministry but depended mainly upon farm- 
ing for a livelihood. In Maine he was married to 
Rhoda Brown, whose mother was of Scotch descent, 
while on her father’s side she was of English parent- 
age. The parents of our subject lived and died in 
Maine and were highly respected for their sterling 
qualities. In political matters the father became 
quite prominent, representing his district in legis- 
lature and serving as Postmaster of Booth Bay. 
He wás a Federalist and at the time of the Jeffer- 
sonian contest became a Democrat. Both he and 
his estimable wife were members of the Baptist 
Church. He passed from earth in June, 1850, and 
his wife died one year later. 

The parental family was a large one, including 
ten children, four of whom are now living (1891). 
Samuel, who served in the War of 1812, is now 
deceased. Miss Jane residesin Maine, Mrs. Knight 
in Washington, D. C., and Mrs. Hutchins in New 
Castle, Me. John B., another member of the fam- 
ily circle, was the inventor of the screw propellor, 
and had three contests in court with Ericsson, and 
each time the court awarded him the verdict, the 
last being in the Supreme Court of the United 
States. During the war with Mexico the Govern- 
ment paid him for the use of his patent on vessels 
sent to the gulf. He removed to New Orleans and 
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when the Civil War came on, debts were due him 
for which he refused to take Confederate money, 
He was called before the city authorities and there 
asserted that the money was not worth anything 
nor would it ever be. He was thrown in jail and 
kept until his wife begged him to take the worth- 
less money. Finally he became partially paralyzed 
and died about 1868 from anxiety and the damp- 
ness of the prison. In earlier life he was a sailor 
and rose to the captaincy of a packet ship to 
Liverpool. 

Mr. Emerson, of this sketch, was the ninth child 
and was reared on a farm until he reached the age 
of seventeen years, in the meantime attending the 
common-schools and acquiring a good practical 
education. He supplemented the instruction thus 
gained by attendance at the Reidfield Seminary, 
where the Washburns and Bishop Weston were 
educated. Later he was a student at Parsonfield, 
and there as elsewhere improved to the utmost the 
opportunities of literary culture. Before this he 
had decided to enter the legal profession and ac- 
cordingly at the age of twenty-two he commenced 
to read law with J. S. & J. Abbott, at Thomaston, 
Me. After being thoroughly initiated into the 
mysteries of Blackstone and gaining a knowledge, 
broad and deep, of the Stateand National laws, he 
was admitted to practice at the bar, in August, 
1840. 

Immediately afterward Mr. Emerson came West 
to Chicago, and from there to the territory of Wis- 
consin. Locating at Potosi, Grant County, he 
practiced his profession and soon became influen- 
tial in legal and political circles. He served as 
President of the town and in 1841-42 wasassistant 
Secretary of the Territorial Council. In May, 1844, 
he came to Racine, which then gave little evidence 
of its present prosperity, and at the courts of this 
plece he practiced until about 1855 when he com- 
menced to operate as a dealer in real estate. Busi- 
ness in this line was thriving as settlements werc 
being made and there was a constant increase in 
the population. At one time Mr. Emerson had 
thirteen thousand acres for sale or transfer. Upon 
the first organization of internal revenue in 1862 
he was appointed Collector of the first district, 
which consisted of Milwaukee, Waukesha Racine, 


Kenosha and Walworth Counties, and he served 
efficiently in this capacity until Johnson's admin- 
istration, or over four years. 

In 1872 Mr. Emerson started the Racine Linseed 
*Oil Mill which he has operated ever since and it is 
perhaps in this capacity that he is most widely 
known. ‘The mill isa large one, working up yearly 
about one hundred and twenty thousand bushels 
of seed, and with an output of about six thousand 
barrels of oil. Fifteen men are employed con- 
stantly and the great growth of the enterprise is a 
matter of pride to all the residents of Racine. 
However Mr. ‘Emerson has, amid all his heavy 
business cares, found time for the discharge of his 
duties as a citizen. In educational matters he al- 
ways takes a lively interest and in early days 
served as School Commissioner. His first vote was 
cast for Pierce, and later he became a Free-Soiler, 
but now casts his ballot for the principles and can- 
didates of the Republican party. 

In New Hampton, N. H.,in May, 1843, the cere- 
mony was performed which united in marriage 
Thomas J. Emerson and Eliza J. Woodman, a native 
of New Hampshire. This union, which has proved 
a very congenial one, has been blessed by the birth 
of three children, one of whom, a daughter is 
deceased. William T. is interested with his father 
in the oil business, and is a director in the Union 
National Bank. Charles W. is also interested in 
the business. Mrs. Emerson is a consistent member 
of the Presbyterian Church and is ever ready to 
aid in any charitabie or benevolent measure,which 
will help the needy or relieve the distressed. 


RIN MOE, a leading resident of Burlington, 
claims Ohio as the State of his nativity. He 
SF was born in Lorain County, March 16, 1843, 
and is the youngest child of Edwin and Mahitable 
(Case) Moe. His father was born in Plattsburg, 
N. Y., on the bank of Lake Champlain and to farm 
labor his boyhood days were devoted. His educa- 
tional privileges were limited and he began life 
with nothing but a pair of willing hands and a 
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Stato TER Haringrakovel | Almost his entire life hos bin: ani in this 


to Ohio, he then became acquainted with and mar- 
ried Miss Case, a native of Connecticut. For 
eighteen years they resided in the Buckeye State 
and then came to Racine County, Wis., in the au- 
tumn of 1844, locating in the town of Dover. 
Their home was a primitive log cabin with a mud 


| 
| 


ed by subsequent reading and study. 


county for he was only a year old when his par- 
ents settled here. His education was acquired in 
the Whiteschool and has been largely supplement- 
Asa boy, 


| he dearly loved his books and each spare moment 


and stick chimney and a ladder served as the | 


means of access to the upper room or loft. Some- 
shown by the following incident which our sub- 
ject relates. When quite a young lad, he was 
sleeping in a trundle bed when one night he was 


he could get he pored over them, thus gaining 
many valuable thoughts. He taught school for two 


| terms in Iowa but during the greater part of his 
thing of the wildness of the county at that day is 


awakened by his mother who arose from her couch | 


to kill what she supposed was some insect, but on 
striking a match she was horror stricken to see by 


| to Ft. 


the side of her son’s bed a large rattlesnake coiled | 


up. Awakening her husband, he cauglt up his ax 
which was near by and killed the reptile which had 


large cracks in the floor. The hardships and priva- 
tions incident to the pioneer life experienced by 
the family were many but time and energy over- 
came them and prosperity was the reward of their 


publican party, when he joined its ranks on ac- 
count of the stand which it took regarding sla- 
very. He was a stanch ebolitionist and his son 


life has followed the pursuit to which he was 
reared. On the 3d of September, 1864, he enlisted 
for the late war as a member of Company H, First 
Wisconsin Heavy Artillery, under Capt. Charies 
Taylor, and on being ordered to the front joined 
the Army of the Potomac. The regiment was ordered 
Lyons, nine miles south of Washington, D. 
C., where it remained until the close of the war. 
Mr. Moe served on detached duty for about five 


months in the Brigade headquarters and the Divis- 
undoubtedly entered the room through one of the | 


| the close of the service June 26, 


ion headquarters and was honorably discharged at 
1865. He was a 


| faithful soldier, never absent from duty. During 
the entire time of his enlistment he did not return 
| home on a furlough nor was he ever punished for 
labors. The father of our subject was an old-line | 
Whig in politics until the organization of the Re- 


disobedience. Looking ever on the bright side, 
he saw what was cheeriest in his army life and 


proved a faithful defender of his country. On 


| his return home he brought with him his musket, 


Orin used to spend his evenings reading the polit- | 


ical news to his father. Mr. Moe is still living at 


the advanced age of eighty-seven years and is one | 
of the honored pioneers end valued citizens of | 


Union Grove, Wis. 
al Church, to which his wife belonged. She died 
in 1865, and was buried in Union Grove Cem- 
etery. 

Unto this worthy couple were born the follow- 
ing children: 
cessful merchant of Buena Vista County, Iowa; 


He attends the Congregation- | 
| and two daughters: 


a memento of his army life. 

On the 15th of November, following his return, 
Mr. Moe and Lucinda Clark, a native of New 
York, were married. Her parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
N. M. Clark, are mentioned on another page of this 
work. Six children grace their union, four sons 
Linnie E., who obtained a 


| teacher's certificate but relinquished the idea of fol- 
| lowing that profession, is now engaged in dress- 


Miles, who is married and is a suc- | 


Clarissa, wife of Alvin Barrows, an agriculturist of | 


Union Grove; Stiles, whose sketch appears else- 
where in this work; Giles, now deceased; Zelia M., 
wife of Alonzo Bartholf, a successful farmer of 
Walworth County; and Orin of this sketch. 

Our subject spent the days of bis boyhood and 
youth under the parental roof of his father’s farm. 


| School; 


| 
| 


making in Chicago; Alan S., is a resident of Wal- 
worth County, Wis.; Clifford O., is a salesman and 
assistant foreman in a mercantile establishment of 
Chicago; Zelia L., is at home; Edwin N., fifteen 
years of age, is attending the Burlington High 
Ray W. and Roy S., twins, are the young- 
est children. Ray is at home, but Roy died in 
1880. 

In 1867, Mr. Moe removed with his family to 
Buchanan County, Iowa, where he engaged in 
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farming for seventeen years. He then sold out 
and went to West Plains, Howell County, Mo., 
but the health of his family was there so poor that 
he returned to Wisconsin. He went to Union Grove 
with the expectation of soon going West, but 
circumstances induced him to become a resident of 
Burlington, where he is now residing. In politics 
he is a stalwart advocate of Republican principles 
and while residing in Iowa served for two terms 
as Township Assessor. The cause 
finds in him a warm friend and socially he is a 
member of Luther Crane Post, No. 201, G. A. R. 
of Burlington. He and his family are well and 
favorably known throughout Racine County, 
where Mr. Moe has spent the greater part of his 
life. 
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TOHN RILEY is one of Kenosha County's 

sons of whom she may well be proud for 

| he has grown up an upright and honorable 
(O ısan, who ranks among the valued citizens 
of the community. He now follows farming on 
section 36, Pleasant 
farm on which he was born on the 23d of June, 
1852. He is a son of Thomas Riley, one of the 
pioneer settlers of the county and a brother of 
Thomas Riley Jr., whose sketch appears elsewhere 
in this work. The days of his boyhood and youth 
were spent in the usual manner of farmer lads. In 
the summer months he gave kis attention to farm 
work and in the district schools of the neighbor- 
hood, which he attended during the winter season, 
acquired his education. He remained under the 
parental roof until twenty-four years of age and 
then started out in life for himself. 

As a companion and helpmate, Mr. Riley chose 
Miss Jane Mooney, their union being celebrated in 
Kenosha, January 16, 1879. The lady was born 
in the town of Brighton, and is a daughter of 
John Mooney, one of the honored pioneers of 
that township, now living a retired life in Kenosha. 
The young couple took up their residence upon the 
farm, which is still their home. Three years pre- 
vious Mr. Riley had purchased sixty acres of land 
and now began its development and improvement. 


Prairie Township, near the 
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His labors are shown in the well-tilled fields and 
and the neat appearance of the place. He has 
since added twenty acres to his original purchase 
and now has a valuable farm, upon which 18 a good 
frame residence, all the necessary barns and out- 
building, and a thrifty young orchard of select 
fruits which supplies his table with luxuries in 
their season. Four children have come to bless the 
home by their presence, two sons and two daugh- 
ters, and the family circle remains unbroken. In 
order of birth they are as follows: Ida, Luella, 
Mark, and their baby boy. 

Mr. Riley is a supporter of Democratic principles, 
having been identified with that party since he be- 
came a voter. He has been honored with a num- 
ber of local offices, having served for one year as 
Treasurer of his township, was two years Chairman 
of the Town Board of Supervisors, has served as a 
member of the School Board and is now District 
Treasurer. The cause of education finds in Mr. 
Riley a warm friend and he also takes an active 
interest in every enterprise calculated to benefit 
the community or promote the general welfare. 
In his official career he has ever discharged his du- 
ties with promptness and fidelity, thus winning 
the commendation and high regard of all con- 
cerned. He has led a busy and useful life and 
both Mr. Riley and his estimable wife are highly 
respected throughout this community. 
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YT AMES MCLAREN, Clerk of the Circuit 
| Court of Racine County, residing in Racine, 
is a native of Canada, his birth having oc- 
SY curred near Portsmouth, Ontario, on the 
24th of June, 1855. His parents, John and Mary 
E. (Arthur) McLaren, were natives of County An- 
trim, Ireland, and the year 1850 witnessed their 
emigration from that country to Canada. The 
father died when our subject was only thrée years 
of age, after which the mother remarried. In 1861 
James left his native country and came to Wis- 
consin with his mother, locating in Milwaukee, 
where he attended the public schools of that city 
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until 1864, when he accompanied his mother and 
stepfather on their removal to Sheboygan County. 
They settled in the village of Hingham, where our 
subject resumed his studies in the publie schools 
of that place. At the age of eighteen years ho left 
home and to fit himself for a business career began 
serving a regular apprenticeship to the trade of a 
carriagesmith. Beginning in 1873, he worked for 
four years in Milwaukee, or until 1877, when he 
went to Kenosba, spending a year and a half in 
the Bain Wagon Works, of that place. 

On the 27th of November, 1879, Mr. McLaren 
was joined in wedlock, in Waukegan, to Miss Josie 
M. Hicks, who was born in Racine and is the 
daughter of C. D. Hicks. One child graces their 
union, a little daughter, Elsie M. 

On coming to Racine about 1879, Mr. McLaren 
entered the employ of the Racine Wagon and Car- 
riage Company, working on contract work. He 
soon became a well-known and popular citizen of 
this community, and in the fall of 1886 was nomi- 
nated for Clerk of the Circuit Court of Racine 
County on the Union Labor ticket and was en- 
dorsed by the Democrats. The returns showed that 
he was triumphantly elected by a majority of four 
hundred and thirty. He was renominated in 1888 
by the Democrats and was re-elected fora second 
term by a majority of twenty-five, being the only 
one elected on his ticket and the only Democrat 
elected to that office in Racine County in a Presi- 
dential year for a period of thirty years. He was 
nominated fora third term by the Democrats in 
the fall of 1890. and was elected by a majority of 
one thousand four hundred and thirteen, a flatter- 
ing compliment and a popular endorsement of his 
administration of the affairs of the office. No 
higher testimonial of his efficiency and faithful- 
ness could have been given, 

Mr. McLaren is a Knight Templar Mason, a 
member of Bell City Lodge, No. 92, K. F. & A. M.; 
Orient Chapter, No. 12, R. A. M.;and Racine Com- 
mandery, No. 7, K. T. He also holds member- 
ship with Racine Lodge, No. 32, K. P., and the 
Uniformed Rank of the same order. He belongs to 
the Royal Arcanum, Council. No. 220, also to the 
Robert H. Baker Council, No. 448, National Union, 
Racine Lodge, No. 26, A. O. U. W.; and Bell City 
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Lodge, No. 7, Fraternal Alliance. The parents of 
Mr. McLaren were Presbyteriansand he was reared 
under the auspices of that society and with his 
wife attends that church. He is now serving his 
third term as Clerk of the Court and his adminis- 
tration of the busines of the office has been uni- 
formly prompt and correct and very satisfactory 
to the publicas isevidenced by his large majority 
at the last election. The political success achieved 
by him has been entirely due to his own merits 
and the warm personal popularity, his ability and 
fidelity to the trust repose in him have inspired. 
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$ HILIP ZIRBES, deceased, was born near 
) Treves, Germany, April 16, 1818, and was 

a son of John Peter Zirbes. By trade our 
1 subject was a blacksmith, which occupation 
he followed in his native land. Ile was there mar- 
ried on the 6th of May, 1846, to Elizabeth Schmitz, 
also a native of Germany, born on the 18th of 
October, 1821. The same year Mr. Zirbes, accom- 
panied by his wife, left his old home and emi- 
grated to America, They spent a short time in 
Milwaukee, Wis., and in November, 1846, reached 
Racine, where Mr. Zirbes continued to make his 
home. Soon after his arrival here he secured em- 
ployment in running a stationary engine, after 
which he engaged in the grocery trade and subse- 
quently operated a brewery. He was engaged in 
business from 1851 until 1876, twenty-two years 
of which time he carried on the grocery and three 
years operated the brewery. His death occurred 
in February, 1886. 

Mrs. Zirbes departed this life on the Ist of No- 
vember, 1876. They were the parents of a family 
of thirteen children, of whom seven are now liv- 
ing—John, the eldest, was educated for the priest- 
hood, but died a year and a half after being or- 
dained; George married Catherine Kaiser and is 
now President of the Stecher, Webber & Huetten 
Manufacturing Company of Racine, a sketch of 
which is given elsewhere in this work; Margaret 
died at the age of twenty-eight years; Peter mar- 
ried Nellie Schweitzer and died at the age of 
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thirty-eight years; Katie died in childhood; Susan | first purchase of land comprised one hundred acres, 


is the wife of Nicholas Thomas, of Salem, Kenosha 
County; Mary is the wife of. Michael Wagner, of 


Racine; Michael married Josephine Schleich, of | 


Racine; Frank married Lena Nierman and died at 
the age of twenty-six years; Lizzie resides in San 
Francisco, Cal.; Katie, the second of that name, 
died at the age of twenty-seven years; Joseph 
married Maggie Doyle and is living in Racine; 
and William is single and makes his home near 
San Francisco, Cal. 

Mr. and Mrs. Zirbes were members of the Roman 
Catholic Church and their children were reared in 
the same faith. In political sentiment he was a 
Democrat. An active and zealous churchman, he 
was always liberal in its support and in company 
with two others purchased the lot for St. Mary's 
Church, the title standing in their names until 
after his death. Ile was also Trustee of the church 
for many years and was influential in its manage- 
ment. His neighbors and fellow-citizens regard 
him with much respect and esteem and he was 
both widely and favorably known throughout Ra- 
cine County. 


Ze 


HOMAS W. RILEY was born on the 9th 
6 of December, 1844, in Pleasant Prairie 
ZF Township, Kenosha County, and now re- 
sides in that town on section 25. His father, Tho- 


mas Riley, Sr., came to the Territory of Wisconsin 
from New York City in 1843, arriving in the 


on the State line in Pleasant Prairie Township, the 


place being but slightly improved and to the de- | 
velopment of a farm turned his attention, but dif- 


ficultics arose thick around him during the first 
few years. In connection with the usual hardships 


and trials which fall to the lot of a pioneer he 


suffered the misfortune of breaking a limb and for 
some six months was confined to his home. How- 


ever, as soon as possible, he resumed his labors, - 


fenced and plowed his land and made a comfort- 


able home, where he continued to reside until his 


death, which occurred in December, 1886. His 


ing worth and irreproachable character. 
| survived him a short time and passed away on 


but he afterwards extended the boundaries of his 


farm until two hundred and fifty acres paid tri- 
bute to his care and cultivation. He was a hard 
working, industrious and enterprising man of sterl- 
His wife 


the 11th of January, 1888. 

Our subject is the second in order of birth in 
their family of seven sons and two daughters who 
grew to mature years. Charles, the eldest, was 
born in New York and is now a resident farmer 
of the town of Pleasant Prairie. Thomas was fol- 
lowed by Margaret, who married James Kelley, now 
deveased; Richard is also engaged in agricultural 
pursuits in the town of Pleasant Prairie; Jaines, 
who followed his trade of carpentering in Kenosha, 
died when a young man; John is engaged in farm- 
ing in Pleasant Prairie Township; Susanna is the 
deceased wife of James Kelley; Joseph operates 


the old homestead; and Henry is also an agricul- 


turist of Pleasant Prairie Township. 

No event of special importance occurred during 
the boyhood of our subject. He gave his father 
the benetit of his labors until after he had attained 
to mature years and aided in the task of developing 
a new farm, He then worked by the month for 
about nine years, after which, with the capital he 
had acquired through his own industry and econ- 
omy, he purchased eighty acres of land in 
1869, upon which he located in March, 1871. In 
October of the former year in Lake County, IIL, 
he was united in marriage with Miss Matilda J. 


Stewart, a native of that State, and a daughter of 
month of June of that year. He made a settlement 


John Stewart, one of the honored pioneers of Lake 
County. Scotland was the land of her father's 
birth. Emigrating to this country, he became one 
of the early settlers of Lake County, where he 
made his home until his death in July, 1881. Unto 
Mr. and Mrs. Riley have been born four daughters: 
Eva J. and Alice E., both well educated young 
ladies, are now successfully engaged in teaching; 
Clara is at home and Maud attends the home 
school. 


For two years after his marriage Mr. Riley 
worked as a farm laborer and then removed to the 
| farm he had previously purchased. It is a rich 


and fertile tract of land, divided into fields of con- 
venient size by well kept fences and supplied with 
all the conveniences of a model farm. 


buildings necessary for the care of his stock and 
grain. 
lowing that pursuit he has achieved success and is 
recognized as one of the thrifty and enterprising 
agriculturists of the community. His entire life 
has been spent in Kenosha County, where he is 


well and favorably known. In politics he supports | 
the Democratic party on questions of national im- | 


portance but at local elections votes for the man 


whom he thinks best qualified to fill the office. | 
Highly respected by all who know him, he well de- | 
serves representation in the history of his native | 


ocunty. 
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MW. ON. WALTER L. DEXTER well deserves 


a y . . . . 
I) representation in this volume. He is one 
VA of Kenosha County’s sons and one of 


G whom she may well be proud. He now re- 
sides on section 34, Pleasant Prairie Township, on 
the farm where he was born December 19, 1842. 
The Dexter family is of English descent and was 
established in America during colonial days. Sam- 
uel Dexter, the great-grandfather of our subject, 


served asa Revolutionary soldier and John Dexter, 


the grandfather, who was born in Connecticut in 


1783, followed the American flag in the War of | 
When a lad of fourteeir years he removed | 


1812. 
with his father to the Empire State, the family be- 
coming pioneer settlers of Herkimer County. When 
a young man he went to Chautauqua County, 


where he was married and made his home forsome | 


time. In the fall of 1836, he determined to try 
his fortune in the West and located in what is now 


Kenosha County, Wis., upon the farm where our | 
He bought | 


subject is at present making his home. 
several thousand acres of land for himself and 
children, opened up a farm and built thereon a 
comfortable residence, which he made his home 
until his death in 1862. A public-spirited and 
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The home is | 
a pleasant and commodious residence, comfortably | 
furnished and there are large barns and other out- 


Farming has been his life work and in fol- | 
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valued citizen of the community he was well and 
favorably known throughout Southern Wisconsin 
and his death was mourned by many friends. 

John Jackson Dexter, the father of our subject, 
was born in Chautauqua County, N. Y., in 1816, 
and when a young man of twenty years came West. 
He was married in Kenosha County, to Sarah Love- 
joy, a native of Fredonia, N. Y., who when a young 
lady came West with her father, Bijah Lovejoy 
who settled in Lake County, III. The young 
couple began their domestic life upon the farm 
which is now the home of our subject. The father 
died January 1, 1845 when in the prime of life. 
Mrs. Dexter survived her husband a number of 
years and afterward became the wife of James C. 
Dowse, one of the pioncers and substantial farmers 
of the town of Pleasant Prairie. Her death oc- 
curred in December, 1877. 

Walter L. Dexter was the only child of his par- 
ents. He spent his youth upon the farm, being 
reared by his grandfather and since the death of 


| John Dexter, Sr., he has had charge of the old 


homestead. Possessing good business ability and 
being of an energetic and enterprising nature he 
has met with success in his undertakings and is 
now one of the wealthy citizens of the community. 
He owns a fine farm of two hundred and ten acres 
and the well tilled fields yield to him a golden 
tribute. There is a substantial residence, large 
barns and other outbuildings, the latest improved 
machinery, good grades of stock and all the other 
accessories to be found on a model farm. 

When eighteen years of age in June, 1860, Mr. 
Dexter led to the marriage altar in Pleasant 
Prairie Township, Miss Catherine Johnson, who 
was born on the Emerald Isle, and is a daughter of 
Charles Johnson one of the pioneer settlers of the 
county. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dexter have a family of six chii- 
dren, the eldest of whom, William H., is now em- 
ployed in Chicago; C. J., and Charles are at home 
and aid in the operation of the home farm; Walter 
S. who was graduated from the Kenosha High 
School, is also at home; Jennie is yet under the 
parental roof; Mary L. is the wife of E. C. Dewey 
of Kenosha; and Flora B. completes the famiiy. 

After attaining his majority, Mr. Dexter proudly 
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cast his first vote for George B. McClelland in 
1864, and has supported each presidential candi- 
date of the Democratic party since that time. In 
local elections, however, be is independent, voting 
for the man whom he thinks will best fill the office 
regardless of party affiliation. Several positions 
of public trust have been held by Mr. Dexter and 
always to the credit of himself and the satisfaction 
of his constituents. He first served as Town Treas- 
urer and afterward was Chairman of the Board of 
Supervisors, which position he held for nine con- 


secutive years. In 1883, he was elected Sheriff of 


Kenosha County and filled that office for two 
years. In the State Legislature Mr. Dexter repre- 


sented his district in 1877, and served as a mem- 


ber of the Committee on Ways and Means. While 
in public office he has ever striven to work for the 
best interests of the community which he repre- 
sented and has won commendation not only from 
his constituents but also those politically opposed 
to them. His entire life has been passed in Kenosha 
County and those who have known him from boy- 
hood are among his stanchest friends, a fact which 
indicates that his years have been well and worthily 
spent. His circle of friends and acquaintances is 
indeed large and in the regard in which he is held 
his estimable wife also shares, 
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FN R. WILLIAM T. WILLIAMS, D. v. S., lo- 

| ) cated at No. 909, Washington Avenue, 
Racine, claims Wales as the place of his 
nativity. He was born in Anglesey, North 

Wales, and is a son of William and Margaret 
(Roberts) Williams, both of whom were natives of 
North Wales. The date of his birth is August 26, 
1849. The Doctor attended school in his native 
country and there resided until 1870, when hav- 
ing attained his majority he crossed the Atlantic 
to Americ: and came directly to Wisconsin. 
After spending one summer in Sheboygan, he re- 
moved to Racine and a year later entered tlıe em- 
ploy of Richard Richards, a prominent horse 
grower of Racine County, residing in Mt. Pleasant. 


After spending eight years in the service of Mr. 
Richards, during seven of which he was in charge 
of his fine horses as trainer, in 1879 he went to 
Milwaukee, where he spent one year in the study 
of veterinary surgery. He than went to Cambria, 
Columbia County, Wis., where he was engaged in 
practice for a year, after which he located in Iowa 
City, Iowa, there continuing the practice of his 
chosen profession for one year. He then went to 
the Sherwood Stock Farm in Sioux County, Iowa, 
where he served as veterinary surgeon and trainer 
on a farm from 1880 until 1883. We next find 
Dr. Williams in Aberdeen, S. Dak., where he prac- 
ticed until the fallof 1884, being also interested in 
the real-estate business in that city. He then went 
to Kenosha, Wis.,and from there to Chicago, where 
he attended the Chicago Veterinary College, from 
which he was graduated in the Class of 86. 

In April of the same year Dr. Williams estab- 
lished business at Racine, where he has since car- 
ried on the practice of his profession with excellent 
success. He is now the veterinary surgeon for the 
large Uihlein stock farm of Kenosha County, is 
also acting in like capacity for Bonny Home farm, 
the property of Edward Bain of Kenosha, for 
Allen & Son of the same city and. is veterinary in 
care of the horses of J. 1. Case on Hickory Grove 
Farm, where are found the celebrated trotters, 
“Jny-Eye-See,'? “Phalias’’ and others of world 
wide reputation. Ile also has the care of the 
large number of horses owned by the J. I. Case 
Threshing Machine Company, and of Brewer 
Klinkert's horses. His practice in the country ad- 
jacent is extensive, and considering the time that 
he has been in business it is evident that he has 
built up a large and lucrative practice. He makes 
a specialty of veterinary dentistry in which branch 
he has an extensive practice, having taken a 
special course in this important branch of his pro- 
fession and is supplied with the best and most im- 
proved instruments for the work. He has also a 
large and well arranged barn with roomy box 
stalls for the accommodation of patients. 

Dr. Williams was married in the town of Mt. 
Pleasant, Racine County, January 4, 1881, to Miss 
Kate A. Griffiths, daughter of Hugh Griffiths, a 
native of Wales, who in an early day settled in 
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Mt. Pleasant AA where she was born. 
the Doctor and his wife have been born three chil- 
dren, two sons and a daughter—Addie May, 
James Bennett and Willie. The former was born 
in Sioux County, Iowa; James Bennett in Keno- 
sha, and Willie in Racine. The parents are mem- 
bers of the Welsh Presbyterian Church of Racine 
and in politics the Doctor is independent. Soci- 
ally he is a Knight Templar Mason, belonging to 
Racine Lodge, No. 18, A. F. & A. M., Orient Chap- 
ter, No. 12, R. A. M.; and Racine Commandery, 
No. 7, K. T. He also holds membership with St. 
David Society. 

Dr. Williams is the owner of the fast trotting 
mare, “Addie Hayes, which has won so many 
races and made so fine a record in the 
season of 1891. Her best time was 2.19}. The 
Doctor has been offered several thousand dollars 
for the horse but has refused to part with her. 
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mer- 
chant who now resides on section 6, Mt. 

J Pleasant Township, Racine County, and is 
numbered among its honored pioneers, was born on 
the 24th of February, 1815, in Bavaria, Germany. 
His parents, Sebastian and Maria Wustum, were 
also natives of Bavaria. In thatcountry the Cap- 
tain spent the days of his boyhood and youth 
and when a young man of twenty-three years 
crossed the Atlantic to America, arriving in New 
York City in 1838. He there made a location and 
the following year was united in marriage with Miss 
Barbara Ortner, who was also born in Bavaria. 
Soon after his marriage Capt. Wustum removed 
to Troy, N. Y., where he engaged in the butcher- 
ing business and carried on a meat market for sev- 
eral years. His desire to better his financial condi- 
tion by a removal to the West, led to his locating 
in Racine, he thus becoming one of its pioneers. 
This was in 1844 and with the exception of a short 
interval he has been numbered among the promi- 
nent business men almost continuously since. Open- 
ing a meat market for over twenty years he engaged 
in trade in that line and worked up an extensive 
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(a APT. GEORGE WUSTUM, a retired 
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Unto | 


racing | 


| Supervisor for one year. 
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business, receiving a liberal N from the 
people who regarded him as a trustworthy, and fair 
dealing man. In 1865, in connection with his sons 
he embarked in the butchering business in Chicago, 
but after iwo years retired from the firm although 
his sons continued operations in that city several 
years longer. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. 
lowing children 


Wustum were born the fol- 
John G., who was for some years 
a successful business man in Racine and Chicago, 
afterwards removed to Colorado, where he died a 
few years later, leaving a family; Sebastian, who is 
married, makes his home in Racine, but is engaged 
in the real estate business in Chicago; Mary is the 
wife of William Smieding whose sketch appears on 
another page of this work; Charles A. is postmaster 
at Billings, Mont., and is the owner of a large 
horse ranch; George is the manager of the home 
farm and dairy. A young man of excellent edu- 
cation and good business ability, he manages af- 
fairs with judgment and looks after his father 
with tender care. His high moral character and 
worth have won him a large circle of friends who 
esteem him highly. The home of the family is a 
pleasant farm on section 6, Mt. Pleasant Township, 
which was purchased by the Captain in 1856, al- 
though he continued to reside in the city while he 
carried on business there. 

In politics, Capt. Wustum has been a life long 
Democrat and the party find in him a stalwart sup- 
porter. His fellow citizens have called upon him 
to serve in several positions of public trust. He 
was elected Mayor of Racine in 1855, and proved 
an efficient and trustworthy executive officer. He 
has also served as Alderman of his ward and was 
During the late war he 
was commissioned by Gov. Edward Solomon to 
raise a company in 1862 for the Twenty-sixth Wis- 
consin Infantry which Mr. Wustum organized. 
He was then commissioned Captain but owing to 
poor health at the time was forced to resign. Every 
public trust reposed in him has been faithfully per- 
formed. He isa vatued citizen, was an upright 
business man, is a faithful friend and an honored 
pioneer. For almost half a century he has wit- 
nessed the growth and developement of Racine 
County and loves to meet with acquaintances of 
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days gone by and review with them the scenes of 
the years that are now passed and gone. He was 


devoted to his wife who proved to him a faithful | 
helpmate and companion through so many long | 
Capt. | 


years but has now gone to her final home. 
Wustum is only spoken of in words of esteem and 
praise and his life record will be received with 


great interest by his many friends throughout the | 
Capt. Wustum was the Captain and or- | 


county. 
ganizer of the first uniformed militia in Racine. 
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Z SHOMAS DRIVER, one of the old business | 
(ey men of Racine, who is both widely and | 


favorably known in this county, was born 
on the Isiand Westray of the Orkney Islands, June 
28, 1818, and is a son of Thomas and Mary (Dear- 
ness) Driver, both of whom were natives of the 
same island. 


father was a shoemaker by trade but later in life 
became a pilot on the sea 
merchandising. 


He also engaged in 
In his family were two sons. 


Andrew was bound as an apprentice on a vessel | 


and sailed for the East Indies, where he arrived 
but after his embarkation to return was never 
heard from. Both parents were members of the 
Presbyterian Church and highly respected people. 

After acquiring a common-schoo! education our 
subject began working at the age of fourteen at 
the carpenter's trade, which he followed for six 
years without receiving any compensation for his 
services. 
er and here again not only received no wages. but 
paid for his board, and after his apprenticeship had 
expired his employer said he would now charge 
him nothing for beard. Thinking that quite 
liberal Mr. Driver stayed some time longer. He 
then began to work on his own account and built 
splendid boats, some of which are still aficat 
When he decided to come to the United States 
some of his friends imsisted that be should stay 
where be was, and he said that if they would issare 
him eighteen pence per day he would remain, not 


supposing he could do better here. At length, 


| satisfactory 


Our subject, his father and his grand- | 
father were all born on the same premises. His 


| and give bim his time to pay for them. 


| $45,000; the officers being as follows: 
He then began to work for a boat build- | 
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having saved enough money to bring him to 
America, he sailed April 19, 1851, reaching Quebec 
after five weeks. He arrived at Racine June 4, 
1851. He had borrowed #50, as he wished 
to have some money on bis arrival here, but sick- 
ness consumed that. He had brought with him 
his wife and three children. The former was Marian 
Mainland, a native of Island Westray. 

Settling in Racine, Mr. Driver began working 


| at his trade for wages, being employed by L, 


Bradley, at work on which he could earn not to 
exceed fifty cents per day, but his work proved so 
that ere long he was given $1.25 
and after three years was made 
which position he held for twelve 
At the end of that time he bought a third 
interest in the concern, rented Mr. Bradley’s in- 
terest and carried on operations for twelve years 
After three years of successful effort the 
whole thing was burned, but some of the business 
men proved friends to him, especially Mr. Horlick, 
who proposed to furnish him stone and lime at 
bottom wholesale prices, so that he might rebuild, 
This was 
in 1870. Accepting the generous offer, he built 
where he now does business. The plant has been 


per day, 
foreman, 
years. 


longer. 


| enlarged until it is by far the best in the city 
| The office and store room is a three story brick 


70x70 feet. and the planing mill proper is also of 
brick, a three story structure with a basement, 150 
x70 feet, besides a dry kiln and engine house. In 
April 1886, the Thomas Driver & Sons” Manufac- 
turing Company was organized with a capital of 
Thomas 
Driver. President; Jobn M. Driver, Secretary and 


| Treasurer; Sinclair M. Driver, Superintendent; and 


Charles H. Driver. Accountant. This firm furnishes 
employment to about sixty men and is one of the 
leading indastries of Racine. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Driver have been born twelve 
children, nine of whom are still living, three having 
died in el childhood. Christina is the wife of 
John G. Keith, who resides in Chicago; John M.. the 
Secretary and Treasurer of the company; Andrew 
S. is an employe of the J. I. Case Threshing 
Machine Company; Barbara is the wife of L F. 
Lain, of Chicago; Charles H. is connected with the 


PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM. 


481 


firm; James H. is shipper for the firm; Walter A. 
is ite collector; and Philo R. isan employe of 
Kelley, Weeks & Co., of Racine. 

In his political affiliations Mr. Driver is a Re- 
publican, and in religious sentiment both he and 
bis wife are Presbyterians. Mr. Driver is a suc- 
cessful business man and typical Scotchman, pos- 
sessing all of the best characteristics of that 
country. He takes great pride in the achievements 
of his native land, but at the same time is truly 
loyal to the institutions and country of his adoption. 
For a number of years he has been one of the 
prominent and leading men of Kacine and well 
deserves a representation in his county’s history. 
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BRAM GILMORE. who is engaged in gen- 
eral farming and stock-raising on section 
5, Yorkville Township. was born in the 
town of Auburn, near Cleveland, Obio, 

May 7, 1840, and is the youngest child of Abra- 

ham and Phoebe Ann (Antisdale) Gilmore. They 
were parents of eight children, six sons and two 

daughters. The two eldest, David and George are 
both deceased; Hiram a widower, is pow proprietor 
of a hotel in Milwaukee; Lyman, who married 

Miss Carcline Stillwell,and resides ona farm ad- 

joining his brother Abram's. is represented on 

another page of this work; Wolcott N. is married 
and is a farmer and stock shipper of Mabel. Minn.; 

Dura became the wife of W. Adams who worked 

in the placer gold diggings in an early day and 

now resides in California; Mary A. is the wife of 

Ervin Waite, who follows the painter's trade in 

the state of Washington. The parents of this 

family emigrated from New York to the Buckcye 

State, and in the autumn of 1840, came to Racine 

County, livingfor a year upon a rented farm. 

Mr. Gilmore then purchased the homestead on 
which our snbject now resides, buying at one time 

forty acres, and afterwards twenty acres of land. 

He then gave his attention to agricultural pur- 

suits until his death, which occurred at the age of 

eighty-uine years. In politics be was a supporter 


of Democratic principles until the formation of 
the Republican party, when he joined its ranks. 
Upon his father’s farms in Ohio and Wisconsin, 
Abram Gilmore spent the days of his boyhood and 
youth and the common schouls of the neighbor- 
hood afforded the educational advantages which 
he received. No event of special importance in- 
terposed in the routine of farm labor until when 
about twenty-three years of age he donned the 
blue and went to the front in defense of his country. 
He enlisted March 14, 1861, * a member of Com- 
pany G, Second Wisconsin Cavalry and the com- 
mand was ordered to Rolla, Mo., to engage in 
warfare against the guerrillas and bushwhackers. 
The company was commanded by Capt. Edwin 
Skewes and the regiment by Col Stevens, but the 
battalion was under the direct command of Major 
Dale. Their principal work in Missouri was scout- 
ing and escort duty, and on their return to St. 
Louis they were ordered to Vicksburg. On the 
way the steamer in which they embarked was 
wrecked and about one hundred borses were lost. 
They reached their destination in August, 1864, 
and joined the fourteen regiments selected to start 
upon a raid through Arkansas, Louisiana, Misxis- 
sippiand Tennessee. During that time the 
troops engaged in several hard skirmishes and at 
Yazoo City, Col Dale was wounded. The first 
raid of importance after leaving Memphis, Tenn., 
was the famous Grierson raid, on which immense 
quantities of rebel supplies and miles of railroad 
were destroyed. They made a raid called the 
famous mud raid through Arkansas of sixteen 
days duration and that time there were 
only four days on which no rain fell. On one 
night sixteen of the horses were lost by drowning. 
The troops suffered severely through lack of food. 
Mr. Gilmore contracted a severe cold and was not 
permitted to accompany his regiment on the next 
raid, but was detamed fora light camp duty. 
His company was afterwards ordered to the city 
of Memphis as body guard to Gen. C. C. Wasb- 
burn, and Mr. Gilmore was appointed Orderly for 
the General. The next order took the regiment 
to Texas where they were under the direct com- 
mand of Gen. Custer, whose fame in fighting 
the Indians has spread all over country. A 


during 


the 
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hard and weary march of three hundred miles took 
them from Alexandria to Hempstead, Tex., from 
whence they went to Austin, where they remained 
a week, when they were ordered to return. Leav- 
ing their horses, they walked back, proceeding by 
water from Houston to Galveston, Tex..then on to 
New Orleans and the River to 
Ill. By rail they then proceeded to Madı- 
son, Wis., where our subject was honorably 
15, 1865, He saw some hard 
service, marched many weary miles and bore man y 
of the hardships of army life,yet was always found 
faithful and well deserves the praises rightfully 
bestowed on the boys in blue. 


up Mississippi 
Cairo, 
dis- 
charged December 


Un the 14th of November, 1867, Mr. Gilmore 
was joined in wedlock with Miss Abbie Ramsden, 
a native of Wisconsin, by whom he had two child- 
ren; Howard S., the eldest, who pursued his studies 
for five terms in the Rochester Seminary, and 
holds a teacher’s certificate, is now working at the 
carpenter's trade and makes 

father; Winnie died in infancy. 


called to her final 


his bome with his 
The mother was 
rest February 20, 1883. Mr. 
Mr. Gilmore was again married March 9, 1887, his 
second union being with Miss Lotttie Beaumont, 
of state. One child graces their 
union, Ralph B., aged eighteen months. Mrs. Gil- 
more was educated in the common schools and the 
Rochester Seminary, and for five vears was 
cessful teacher of this county. Her father, George 
Beaumont, was a native of Yorkshire, England, 
but was of French extraction. He married Ellen 
Howeth, who was born in Lancastershire, England. 
For some years they resided upon a farm in Wis- 
consin, but both are now deceased. They 
members of the Methodist church. 

Mr. Gilmore proudly cast his first vote for 
Abraham Lincoln, and continued to afliliate with 
the Re, ublican party until the rise of the Prohibit- 
ion party, which he now supports, 


a native this 


A SUC- 


were 


He is a man of 
sound temperance principles and believes tbat the 
cause can be best advanced through national jegis- 
lation. He isan honored member and the present 
Commander of Geo, B. Lincoln Post, No. 215, G. 
A.R., of Union Grove, he joined on its 
organization in 1885. It now has twenty-five 
members in good standing. Mr. Gilmore has 


which 


| 
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also held the oftice of Junior Vice-Commander and 
was Oflicer of the Guard. He is connected with 
the Farmers’ Mutual Insurance Company, and is 
accounted one of the leading and prominent agri- 
culturists of the community. The home farm of 
Mr. Gilmore is one of the best in this locality, and 
he has lately increased its value by the erection of 
one of the finest barns.in the northern part of the 
township. This structure is 32x57 feet, with 18- 
foot posts and an 8-foot stone basement. It fur- 
nishes stable room for eight horses and twenty 
head of cattle, and the mow will contain about 
sixty tons of hay. The total cost of the building 
31,200 and $1,500. The home of 
Mr. Gilmore with its entire surroundings indicates 
the thrift and enterprise of the owner, and its 
neat appearance tells that he is a careful manager. 
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OHN P. HEGNER, who is engaged in the 
grocery trade at the corner of Thirteenth 
and Villa Streets, in Racine, was born in 
Rhenish-Prussia, the now celebrated 

and 


was between 


c20 


— 


= n of Treves, on the 22d of July, 1841, 
is a son of John P. and Angelina (Liard) Hegner. 
He was reared and educated in his native land and 
in accordance with the laws of that country served 


at 


for three years in the Prussian army. He also 
served an apprenticeship to the trade of book- 
binding in his native land, after which he bade 
good-bye to his old home and emigrated from Ger- 
many to America. He crossed the Atlantic in 1863 
and the same year located in Chicago, working at 
his trade of book-binding in that city for about 
six years, when in 1869, he came to Racine and 
embarked in his present line of business—the gro- 
cery trade, which he has carried on successfully 
since. During the twenty-two years that has 
since elapsed he has succeeded in building up an 
excellent trade which is largely the result of his 
courteous treatment of his customers and fair 
dealing. He carries a full and complete stock of 
goods of excellent quality and richly deserves the 
liberal patronage which is accorded him. 

Mr. Hegner was married in Racine on the 30th 
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of October, 1866, when he led to the marriage al- 
tar Miss Angeline Weins. The lady, who was also 
born in Rhenish-Prussia, and is a daughter of 
Theodore Weins, with whom she came to America 
in 1851. By their own union have been born four 
children, three daughters and a son, namely: Abbie, 
Angeline, Mary and Theodore and also two chil- 
dren who died in infancy. The parents and chil- 
dren are all members of Holy Name Catholic 
Church of Racine. 

In political sentiment Mr. Hegner is a Democrat 
and keeps well informed concerning the issues of 
the day. He has served three years as a member 
of the Racine County Board of Supervisors, rep- 
resenting the Third Ward in that body. While on 
the County Board he favored the building of the 
Racine County Asylum for Insane, now one of the 
important institutions of the county and otherwise 
proved a useful member of that body. He is one 
of the representative and enterprising business men 
of the county and is a valued citizen. 
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2 FSAHOMAS EVANS, who has been identified 


Y is a well-known and highly-respected pio- 
neer, was born in Wales, in January, 1815. His 
parents, Evan and Mary Evans, were also natives 
of the same country. His early boyhood days 
were spent in that land, but when a lad of fifteen 
years he bade good-bye to home and friends, saıl- 
ing for America in 1830. He settled in Brooklyn, 
N. Y., where he remained for twelve years, when 
in 1842, he came to Racine, Wis., and located ona 
farm near the city. A few years later he discon- 
tinued his agricultural pursuits and engaged 
with Mr. Clark Spafford, a hardware merchant of 
Racine, as salesman, and continued with that gen- 
tleman whilé he remained in business. His surplus 
earnings he invested in Racine property and by 
industry, frugality and foresight has acquired a 
considerable competence. 

In 1850 Mr. Evans led to the marriage altar 
Miss Catherine Jones, daughter of Samuel and 
Catherine Jones, their marriage being celebrated in 


this city. On the day of their marriage he took 
his bride to the house which is now his home, No. 
940, Park Avenue, and in which they spent their 
enttre married life and died in Racine, October 7, 
1889, leaving five children, all daughters, namely: 
Mary, Eliza, Julia and Ella. Julia 
is now the wife of John H. Roberts, of the firm of 
Herzog & Roberts, millers, of Racine. 


Catherine, 


In his political views Mr. Evans is a supporter 
of the Republican principles, having long affiliated 
with that party, and in religious belief he is a 
Welsh Presbyterian. His wife was also a consist- 
Mr. Evans has 


now been a resident of Racine and vicinity for 


ent communicant of that society. 


nearly haifa century and deserves to be mentioned 
among the honored pioneers of the county. He 
has been an eye witness of the growth and progress 
has aided in 
its development and upbuilding to the best of his 
ability, proving a useful member of society. In 


which has here been carried on and 


these many years he has become widely and fav- 
orably known to his fellow-citizens of Racine and 
or de- 
sired political preferment, preferring to give his 


adjoining counties. He has never sought 
attention to his business and his course in life has 
ever been that of an honorable, upright man. Quiet 
and unassuming in manner he has lived an indus- 
trious and useful life and is now resting in the en- 
joyment of well-earned repose. He justly deserves 
to be enrolled among the founders of the county 
where he has so long made his home. 
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ON WADSWORTH, who is numbered 
among the early settlers of Racine County, 
is now living a retired life in Union Grove, 


JZ after having for many years engaged in 
agricultural pursuits, whereby he earned the hand- 
some competence which now enables him to lay 


aside all the duties and cares of business life. 

A native of Yorkshire, England, Mr. Wadsworth 
was born July 28, 1826, in Bingley Parish. His 
parents were also natives of that country and his 
wife’s uncle, a British soldier, served in the battle 
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of Waterloo, when Napoleon was over by 
the Duke of Wellington. His father, Joseph Wads- 
worth, was also born in Yorkshire, and farming 
was his chief occupation througi life. He married 


Miss Rose Leach, a native of thesame country and | 


in 1853 they crossed the Atlantic to America in a 
sailing vessel. From New York, where they landed, 
they came direct to Wisconsin by way of the Erie 
Canal and the Great Lakes, and while on Lake 
Michigan encountered one of the worst storms 
that ever swept across that sheet of water. Some 
of the passengers left the vessel at Sheboygan and 
walked to Racine. Mr. Wadsworth and his wife 
settled in Brighton Township, Kenosha County, 


where he purchased forty-three acres of land, from | 


which he developed a good farm. They made 


lives. Four sons and a daughter was born unto 
them, but the two oldest, Andrew and Abraham, 
are now deceased; Martha is the wife of Ellis 
Molding, a farmer of Kenosha County; and Will- 
iam, who married Miss Jane Shock, is an agricul- 
turist of Iowa. 

John Wadsworth, whose name heads this sketch, 
isa self-made man, for at the early age of seven 


years he began to earn his own livelihood, and his 
own efforts have since furnished him with means | 
of his support. At the time mentioned he began cabin two Indians, clothed in buckskin with toma- 
serving an apprenticeship as a twister in a woolen | 


factory, and worked from that time in England | 


until twenty-two years of age, when he bade good- 
bye to his native land, having determined to try 


his fortune in the New World. He sailed from | thing to eat. All of the food was in the cellar, or 


Liverpool to New York and during the voyage the 
vessel encountered many storms and he suffered 
much from sea-sickness. On landing he at once 


William and Aaron Leach, who were residents of 


Kenosha County. He had but twelve shillings in 


his pocket when he reached Southport., With a 
young man’s bright hope of the future anda de- 
termination to succeed he entered upon his career 
in thiscountry. For the four years succeeding 
his emigration, he worked for his uncle for #100 
a year. His first purchase of land consisted of a 
tract of one hundred and twenty acres in Kenosha 
County, which was bought for 51,000, and then 


| sdi it within three years for $250 300. He next pur- 


chased a quarter-section in the same county and 
devoted his energies to the cultivation and im- 
provement of that farm until 1878. when he came 
to Union Grove, where he has since lived a retired 
life. A man of good business ability, sagacious 
and far-sighted, he was quite successful in his un- 
dertakings and won a handsome property. 

On the 1st of December, 1852, Mr. Wadsworth 
formed at matrimonial alliance with Mrs. Rebecca 
Blackie, who was born February 9, 1820, and is one 
of five children, whose parents are Joseph and 
Mary (Whittaker) Whitley, both of whom are na- 
tives of Yorkshire, England. Her father was a 
butcher by trade, but became foreman and mana- 


ger in a large woolen factory. Their children 
their home thereon during the remainder of their | 


were Elizabeth, now deceased; Mrs. Wadsworth of 
this sketch, and Thomas; Alice and Uriah, also 
deceased. In 1843, Mr. Whitley came with his 
family to America, crossing to New York from 
Liverpool. His first location was in Racine County, 


| Wis., where he entered two forty-acre tracts of land 


from the Government, upon which he built a 


| board house 12x18 feet. Indian wigwams had 


previously stood upon their claim and the red men 
were still numerous in the neighborhood. On one 
occasion while Mrs. Whitley was alone in the 


hawks in their belts and long spears in their hands, 
came to the house and commenced talking Indian 


| jargon. Preceiving that the lady did not under- 


stand them, they made signs demanding some- 


an underground room, and she had to lifta trap- 


| door to go down. She was afraid to turn her 


back upon them for fear that they would toma- 
came to Wisconsin to the home of his uncles, | 


hawk her, but she finally descended into the cel- 
lar, returning with a pan of milk and loaf of 
bread. She gave them milk out of nice flowered 
and embossed pitchers, which she had brought 


from England. The Indians wanted to take them 


away, but she shook her head and they finally left 
without molesting anything. Such scenes were 
not uncommon during the pioneer days, and it re- 
quired great fortitude on the part of timid women 
to meet these experiences of the frontier. Deer 


and woives were quite numerous in those early 


The many and wonderful changes which have 


taken piace have indeed worked a great transfor- 
mation. 

Mrs. Wadsworth, as one of the early settlers, has 
witnessed the growth and development of the 
county, and with the family shared in the hard- 
ships and privations of pioneer life. On the 13th 
of July, 1844, she married John Blackie, a paper- 
maker, who was born in Scotland. His death oc- 
curred April 8, 1849, and he was buried in Union 
Grove Cemetery. In political sentiments he was 
an old line Whig and cast his first Presidential 
vote for Henry Clay; socially, he was an Odd Fel- 
low, and in religious belief he was a Scotch Pres- 
byterian. The marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Wads- 
worth took place in 1852, and unto them have 
been born three children—Joseph W., the eldest, 
after attending the common-schools, graduated 
from the Commercial College, of Milwaukee, and 
is now teller and book-keeper in the Kossuth 
County Bank, at Kossuth, Iowa. 
Emeline A. Watkins, a native of Wisconsin, and 
two children grace their union—Alice Rebecca 
and Alva J. Thomas H., who was educated in the 
common-schools and High School, at Rochester, and 
married Miss Elizabeth Metheringham, is a farmer 
and stock-raiser, of Kossuth County, Iowa. Mary 
Alice, who was a student in Rochester Seminary, is 
the wife of Charles Meredith, a farmer, and they 
have four children—Mary Alice, Herbert Henry, 
Ernest Wadsworth and Edna Rebecca. 

The children were all provided with good edu- 
cational advantages, Mr. Wadsworth being a firm 
believer in thorough school training. For many 
years he has served us a Member of the Board of 
Education, and acted as its Treasurer for several 
successive terms. He filled that position during 
the days of the wild-cat money, but affairs were 
safe in hishands, and he conducted the business of 
the board in an efficient manner. He has been a 
stanch Republican since the organization of the 
party, takes a deep interest in political affairs and 
keeps well posted concerning the issues of the day. 
Mr. and Mrs. Wadsworth expect to make Union 
Grove their home during the remainder of their 
lives and are numbered among its representative 
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and valued residents. They have lived well and 
worthily and the esteem of their fellow-citizens is 
their just due. As pioneers they are also entitled 
to representation in this volume and it is with 
pleasure that we present a record of their lives to 
our readers, 


,ERNHARD HINRICHS, dealer in china 
are, has the distinction of being the first 

to start a wholesale mercantile house in 

= Racine. He was born in Jever, Oldenburg, 
Germany, April 17, 1854, and is one of six chil- 
dren, whose parents are Bernhard and’ Lena 
(Cornellson) Hinrichs, who were also natives of 
Javer. Of their family, Jacob came to the United 
States, but returned and is now living in England; 
Gerhard and Edward are dealers in chinaware in 


| Davenport, lowa; Karl is a veterinary surgeon of 
He married Miss | Wolcott, lowa; Theodore also came to America 


| but returned to the Fatherland. 


Prior to his fifteenth year the subject of this 
sketch attended school, but at that age, accom- 
panied by a cousin, also a lad of fourteen years, 
he sailed for the United States. On landing he 
made his way to Chicago and found employment 
in the crockery store of his brother, where he 
remained until the great fire of 1871, which com- 
pletely destroyed the brother’s store. The follow- 
ing eight years he was in the employ of the 
Burley & Tyrrell firm, of Chicago, and with 
the exception of the first year spent in their 
service, he held the position of purchasing agent. 
In the interests of his employers, he made seven 
trips to Europe to purchase goods, visiting 
England, Germany and France. In 1880, on his 
return to this country, he brought with bim his 
parents, who are now living in Davenport, lowa. 
The following year Mr. Hinrichs embarked in 
business for himself as a dealer in chinaware at 
Racine, and though he started in a small way, 
befitting his limited capital, he now does a yearly 
business amounting to 550.000. His splendid 


double store, 40x115 feet is completely filled with 


fine ware, and everything is artistically arranged, 
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thus displaying the goods to an excellent 
advantage. Besides sending out traveling men, 
our subject also goes upon the road himself. 

While residing in Chicago, Mr. Hinrichs was 
united in marriage with Miss Josephine Oswald, a 
native of Stockholm, who came to the United 
States when about nine years of age. By their 
union have children — Joseph 
H. B. and Harry, but the latter was accidentally 
killed by a runaway horse. In religious belief, 
Mr. and Mrs. Hinrichs are members of the Univer- 


been born two 


salist Church, and ir. politics he is a Republican, 
while socially he is a Modern Woodmen, An 
energetic and progressive business man, he never 
begins anything that he does not carry forward to 
a successful completion, and the prosperity which 
has erowned his efforts, he richly deserves. 
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FO APT. JAMES EASSON, City Marshal of 

Racine, and an old-time lake captain, set- 
G tled in Racine, in the spring of 1843. He 
was born in the city of Perth, Scotland, Septem- 
ber 12, 1832, and isa son of Thomas and Mary 
(McAlphine) Kasson. His father was born in Aber- 
nethy, and his mother in Aberfeldy, Scotland, of 
Highland Scotch ancestry. Her death occurred 
in 1834, while her husband survived her half a 
century, dying in 1884,at the unusual age of 
ninety-four years. 

It was in 1843 that James Easson emigrated to 
America, in company with his elder brother, Law- 
rence, reaching Racine on the 9th of May of that 
year. He was then a lad of eleven years of age, 
and attended school in the Fourth Ward,in an 
old wooden building, situated on the present site 
of St. Luke's Chapel. While a lad he began work 
for Mr. McCrutcher, near Burlington, and in the 
spring of 1847, when in his fifteenth year, he 
shipped on the vessel “ Mary Ann Leopard,“ on 
which he sailed two seasons. Later he sailed on 
the Emeline Leonard,” and subsequently on the 
u Glenacker.'* In 1851 he was made mate of the 
schooner * Whirlwind,’ on which he sailed one 
season, and in 1853 was made master of the 
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schooner “Lydia Ann,” thus winning promo- 
tion by his faithfulness and meritorious conduct 
from the lowest position to the highest, 

On the 26th of June, 1852, Capt. Easson was 
married in Manitowoc, Wis., to Miss Harriet Rams- 
dale, daughter of Erastus and Sylvia Ramsdale, 
She was born in Shoreham, Vt., on Lake Cham- 
plain. By their union they became parents of six 
children, five of whom are yet living, as follows: 
Irving Lawrence,who married Miss Ada Hyde, and 
is engaged in the grocery businoss in Racine; Wal- 
ter, who married Miss May Green, and is employed 
as mailing clerk in the Racine postoffice; Wallace, 
twin brother of Walter, wedded Miss Emma Mill- 
stead, and is a photographic artist of Racine; 
Sylvia is the wife of Richard Burnham, a resident 
of Chicago; and Hattie, the youngest of the fam- 
ily, is employed as saleslady in the dry-goods 
house of Joseph Schroeder, of Racine. 

In 1854 Capt. Easson sailed in the revenue cut- 
ter “ Erie,“ not then in government service. In 
1855-56-57, he sailed the schooner Traveller,“ 
after which he was master of the schooner “Lib- 
erty ” for one season, and for four seasons sailed 
the schooner “Norway”' for Isaac Taylor. He 
next sailed the “Liddie Case’’ one season, and 
subsequently was master of the bark A. P. 
Nichols,“ following which he sailed the bark “Hun- 
garian;'” then commanded the “ F. M. Knapp,“ of 
which he was master for eight years, or until the 
fall of 1884. In 1888-89, he ran the steam barge 
„Seymour,“ and then laid off. While sailing the 
bark “ A. P. Nichols,“ he made the fastest time ever 
made by a sail vessel between Chicago and Buffalo, 
accomplishing the run from pier to pier in three 
days and fourteen hours, and sailed in without a 
tug. 

In political sentiment the Captain is now serv- 
ing his third term as City Marshal. He was first 
elected to that office in the spring of 1886, was re- 
elected in 1887, and again in 1891, a fact which 
indicates his efficiency in that position. He has 
also served as Health Officer, and when the water 
works were being put in he was inspector of the 
laying of the intake pipe. He and his family are 
members of the First Presbyterian Church of Racine, 
and when the Caledonian Society was organized 
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he was one of its constituent members and was 
elected Vice-President of the society, which posi- 
tion he still holds: For nearly half a century Capt. 
Fasson has been a resident of Racine and enjoys 
an extensive acquaintance among its citizens by 
whom he is held in high regard. For forty-two 
years he has sailed the great lakes, beginning 
before the mast while a boy and working 
his way up until he became master of a vessel. 
Thus for many years he has been known as a skill- 
ful and successful captain. 
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AN HEAD is numbered among the old 
settlers and successful business men of 
« Kenosha. He was born in Paris Town- 
ship, Oneida County, N. Y., April 25,1813, 
and is one of eleven children, nine sons and two 
daughters, whose parents, Jonathan and Hepzibeth 
(Livermore) Head, were both of English descent. 
His father was born in Rhode Island April 28, 
1775, and died February 10, 1866. His mother, a 
native of Massachusetts, was born October 11, 
1780, and died March 7, 1862. In early life both 
parents emigrated to Oneida County, N. Y., where 
they were married and spent the remainder of their 
days. The father was a contractor and builder, al- 
though he lived on a farm. Politically he was a 
Whig. Both he and his wife were pious people, be- 
ing members of the Congregational Church. Of 
their eleven children only four are yet living— 
Lysander, resides on the old home farm in Oneida 
County; Dan, of this sketch; George W., is mer- 
chandising in Utica, N. Y.; and Mrs. Maria Hunt- 
ley, of Oakland, Cal. 

Our subject is the seventh in order of birth. His 
education was acquired in the district schools and 
at the age of eighteen, his father having given him 
his time, he learned the wagon-maker's trade with 
his brother, at which he worked while in the Em- 
pire State. In 1843, Mr. Head came to Southport, 
now Kenosha, bringing with him a stock of 
clocks. At Henry Mitchell's wagonshop he fitted 
up a wagon with which to drive through the 
country and sell his clocks. When winter came 


on and the roads became impassable, he took the 
remainder of his clocks to a store in Antioch, III., 
where in the following spring he added astock of 
general merchandise, he remaining five years, do- 
ing a good business. 

It was there on the 4th of April, 1846, that Mr, 
Head married Miss Amelia E. Munson, a native of 
the same town as himself, who died April 4, 1861, 
in the prime of life, leaving four children, of whom 
two are yet living—Frank G., is engaged in the 
mercantile business with his uncle in Utica, N. Y., 
and Clara A., wife of Urban J. Lewis, cashier of the 
Dan Head & Co. Bank. Since the death of his 
wife our subject has travelled the path of life 
alone. 

In September, 1848, he returned to Southport 
and engaged in the mercantile business as a mem- 
ber of the firm of Head, Campbell & Head. This 
firm got a claim on the old foundry which it had 
to take in payment of a debt. Our subject, being 
a practical mechanic, then took charge of the foun- 
dry and ran it until 1864. During the war tbe 
Government issued a call for northern men to take 
charge of deserted plantations in the South. In 
consequence a company was formed in Kenosha 
and Mr. Head was sent down to stock a plantation 
and see to putting in a cotton crop. He first se- 
cured a plantation at Waterproof, but about the 
time he got his stock and negroes ready for busi- 
ness, the rebels came in and took away everything 
and would have taken his life had the negroes not 
told them that their master had gone away. When 
the rebels saw Mr. Head they asked who he was 
and what he was doing there. Mr. Head replied 
that he was a Virginian, and as his dress, talk and 
appearance seemed to suggest a man from that 
State, they never questioned the truthfulness. of 
the answer. However he gave up the idea of till- 
ing that plantation and fitted up one some seven 
miles from Natchez, on the Alexandria Road. He 
contracted with the Government to provide for the 
old negroes and hire the able-bodied ones. Every 
Saturday he issued the rations to the colored peo- 
ple, consisting of four pounds of pork, ten pounds 
of corn meal, and a pint of molasses for each ne- 
gro. He had one hundred and seventy hands on 
the pay roll and had succeeded in putting out 
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about seven hundred acres of cotton when on the 
Ist of May, 1804, the rebels made a raid on this 
plantation, carried off thirty-eight of the work 
hands, and made it necessary for Mr. Head to 
nbandon three hundred neres of the erop, The 
negroes were threatened with death if they worked 
any more for the Yankees, But the erop was 
rabod and the frst peking of his cotton —sixty- 
three bales, sold in New Orleans in three grados, re- 
spectively, at $1.05, 81,56 and 41,503 per pound, 
The service our subject performed for his company 
was far more dangerous than the life of a soldier 
in the fleld, 

Having returped, Mr. Hond disposed of the 
foundry, He has the distinetion of having manu 
factured the first cook stoves made in Wisconsin, 
He also put up threshing machines and plows, 
After disposing of the foundry, he spent some two 
or three years in closing up bis business, which had 
became very much scattered, and In so dung, be- 
come possessed of several farms, which he carried 
on some ten years, In 1875, the banking house of 
Dan Head € Company was established and he has 
since filled the office of president, He is also a 
director of the M. II. Pettit Malting Company. 

In 1889, Mr. Head's son, Frank G., went to 
Utica, N, Y, and engaged in the wholesale grocery 
and the wholesale and retail four and feed busi- 
ness with his uncle, G. W. Head, who had been 
connected with the business for thirty-one years, 
A company was formed under the style, G, W. 
Hoad Company with a paid up capital of $100,000 
and the following officers, G. W. Hoad, president; 
Frank G. Head, vice-president and financial man- 
ager; Mr. Dan Head and the other two mentioned 
above form three of the five directors of the com- 
pany. The large store in which the company does 
business is six story and extends one hundred and 
vighty-flve feet along the canal making it con- 
venient for shipping heavy goods, The building 
contains a mill for grinding feed and a bakery 
capable of consuming twenty-five barrels of flour 
daily. 

in politics Mr. Head was a Whig until the rise 
of the Republican party, of which he has been a 
stanch advocate since its organization. Ile has 
filled a number of official positions and has always 


| proved faithful to the trust reposed in him, "For 


twenty-seven years, he was a member of the Board 
of Supervisor and for ten years, was chairman of 
that Board, 

Mr, Head is one of the most esteemed citizens of 
Kenosha and it is generally conceded that his word 
in ns good as his bond, He began life a poor boy 
but is now numbered among the wealthy men of 
hin county. 


AN HEAD & CO., Kenosha, Wis, This bank 
ing house organized under the laws of W is- 
consin in May, 1875, is one of tho reliable 

financial institutions of the State, It has a capital 
of #75,000, backed by many of the leading busi- 
ness men of Kenosha, Since the organization of 
the bank there has not been a change in its execu- 
tive officers, At the first election, Dan Head was 
chosen president and Urban J. Lewis, cashier, The 
first Board of Directors were Dan Head, George D, 
Head, Edward Bain, L. B. Nichols, R. E, Suther- 
land, E, G, Hazelton and Urban J, Lewis, The 
officers are Dan Head, president; William Enge), 
vice-president; U, J. Lewis, cashier and F, W. 
Engel, assistant cashier, The Board of Directors 
is composed of Dan Head, William Engel, U. J, 
Lewis, I, G. Hazelton, Alf Miller and R. E, Suther- 
land, The bank has always been conservative in 
its business methods and has therefore won a high 
reputation for solidity, and general favor among 


the people, è 
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ECER C. VAN ALSTINE, whose residence 
in Kenosha County covers more than half 
a century, now carries on general farming 
on section 1, Salem Township. A native 

of New York, he was born in Onondaga County, 

November 28, 1800, and is a son of Peter and Jane 

(Watson) Van Alstine. His father was a native of 

Amsterdam, Holland and was a sword maker, In 
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the family were the foliowing children: Alonzo, 
James W., Katie A., Michael, Peter C., Leonard, 
Adeline, Daniel and Delos, 

Upon his father’s farm our subject passed the 
days of his boyhood and youth and until twenty 
years of age attended the common schools, acquir- 
ing a good English education, He learned the 
shoe-maker's trade and remained under the paren- 
tal roof until he had attained his majority, when he 
started out in life for himself, Purchasing eighty 
neies Of land he carried on farming in connection 
with work at bis trade and ns a belpmate and com- 
panion on life's journey he chose Miss liza Ann 
Foster, their union being celebrated July 17, 1834. 
The lady was a native of the Empire State and is 
of Welsh descent, her ancestors having emigrated 
from Wales to America in an early day, 

Mr. Van Alstine continued to reside in New 
York until 1830, when he came to the West, mak- 
ing the trip by canal to Buffalo, by the Lakes to 
Detroit and from thence overland by stage to Chi- 
cago, Finally he reached Brighton Township, 
Kenosha County, Win, and claimed one hundred and 
sixty serés, afterward purchased the land from the 
government, upon this he built a small iog house 
to hold his claim and then came to Kenosha in the 
spring of 1836, He sowed thirty acres of onts for 
the Northwestern Emigration Company where the 
largest business house of that city now stands and 
there remained until autumn, when he returned 
to the Empire State, In 1835 he moved his fam- 
ily to the West, this time making the trip by 
wagon all the way, journeying along the Canada 
route. He crossed the boundary line into the 
United States at Detroit and by way of Chicago 
came on to Kenosha County, renting a farm near 
the city of that name fur one year. In 1439 he 
purchased the farm on which he yet lives, compris- 
ing eighty acres of valuable land on section 1, 
Salem Township, which is under a high state of 
cultivation and well improved. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Van Alstine have been born 
two children, a son and daughter—Angeline, now 
the wife of Walter E. McVicar, a farmer residing 
in Salem Township; and James J., who is also en- 
guged in agricultural pursuits in this township. 

The first Presidential vote of Mr. Van Alstine 


was cast for Andrew Jackson and since the organ- 
ization of the Republican party he has been one 
of its supporters, In an early day he served as 
Treasurer of Salem Township but has never beon 
an office seeker, preferring to devote his attention 
to his busingas interests, In the fifty-four years of 
his residence here he has seen almost the entire 
growth and development of the county, bas been 
an eye witness of its upbuilding and aided in its 
development by transforming the wild land into 
rich and fertile farms, He has taken a commend- 
able interest in all that pertains to the welfare of 
the community and well deserves to be numbered 
among the honored pioneers, 
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(OWN B, SWENSON is one of the leading 
| merchants of Wilmot, Wis, He keeps a fine 
IN. stock of gents furnishing goods carrying on 
j the tailoring business, A native of Sweden, 
he was born on the I#th of June, 1832, and is a son 
of Neal and Catherine Swenson. His father was 


fi 


a farmer and followed that occupation throughout 
the greater part of his life. Our subject is one of 
four children, the eldest of whom, Aaron, is still 
engaged in farming in his native land; Andrew 
J, a farmer and carpenter of Sweden; Magdeline, 
the sister, is the wife of M. Onagerson, a farmer 
and shoemaker in Sweden, 

John Swenson, whose name heads this sketch, 
acquired a common schoo! education in his native 
land, pursuing his studies until fourteen years of 
nge, when he started out in life for himself and 
has since made his own way in the world, lie was 
bound out for five years to learn the tailor's trade 
and became an expert in that line, He remained 
in the land of his nativity until 1866, and traveled 
through Germany, Holland and Sweden, working 
at the tailoring business. The language of each 
country he learned and with it he is still conver- 
sant. In the year before mentioned be determined 
to week his fortune in the new world and came to 


America, crossing the Atlantic from Liverpool to 
New York City. Me continued his travels to Chi- 
cago, where he spent two or three months working 
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at his trade, after which he came to Wisconsin, lo- 
cating in Burlington, where he made his home 
until 1869. In that year he came to Wilmot and 
has now for almost a quarter of a century been en- 
gaged in merchant tailoring in this place. He also 
carries a complete line of gents’ furnishing goods 
and is doing an excellent business, enjoying a well 
deserved patronage. 

An important event in the life of Mr. Swenson 
occurred on the 13th of October, 1870, when he led 
to the marriage altar Miss Mary D. Burns, daughter 
of Richard and Phobia Burns. Their union 
has been blessed with a family of four children— 
Herbert, who is now at home and is learning the 
tailor’s trade with his father; Richard, who is at- 
tending college in Kenosha; Chauncey and Frank, 
who are still under the parental roof. 

In political affiliations, Mr. Swenson is a Repub- 
lican and has twice held the office of treasurer of 
the public schoolsof Wilmot. It was a fortunate 
day for him when he decided to come to America, 


for he has prospered winning a comfortable 
competence, the excellent work which he does 


having won him a liberal patronage. He isa 
valued citizen of the community and one who takes 
an active interest in all that pertains to the wel- 
fare of the town and county in which he lives, 
while his support is given to those enterprises 
which are calculated to prove of public benefit or 
for the promotion of the general welfare. 
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| Y. EONARD W. BULLOCK of Racine. Among 
10 the locomotive engineers of experience 
AX and of long service with the Chicago, 
Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad, mention should 
be made of the gentleman whose name heads this 
sketch. He is a native born citizen of Racine, 
his birth having occurred on the 5th of December, 
1846. His parents, John and Nancy (Mather) 
Bullock, were natives of England and became 
pioneer settlers of Racine of 1842. His father 
was born in the town of Ross, Hertfordshire, Eng- 


land, in 1810; and died in this city in June, 1859, | 
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when the subject of our sketch was but twelve 
years old. The mother, whose birth occurred in 
Bolton, Lancastershire, on the 8th of December, 
1819, departed this life in Racine, May 14, 1890. 
His parents emigrated to the United States in 
1839, locating first in Buffalo, N. Y., where 
they were married, whence they soon afterwards 
removed to Columbus, Obio, where Mr, Bullock, 
who was a carpenter and joiner, was employed at 
his trade and assisted in constructing the dome of 
the capitol of the State. 

In 1842, they removed to Wisconsin Territory, 
taking up their residence in Racine. Their famil y 
consisted of nine children, of whom but three are 
now living—Mrs. Rosa B. Ives whose home is in 
Davenport, Iowa; Leonard W., the subject of this 
sketch, and John S., a well known job printer of 
Racine. The last named was born in this city 
March 13, 1859, was educated in its public schools 
and learned the printer’s trade in the office of the 
old Racine Advocate, He set up in business for 
himself in 1887, and now has a well appointed job 
otlice and is doing a prosperous business. One 
son, Robert, was killed on the railroad at the age 
of seventeen years while serving as brakeman. 
William was drowned at the age of fourteen and the 
others died in childhood. 

Leonard W. Bullock attended school at Racine 
until twelve years of age, when, after his father’s 
death, he labored to support the family. From 
1861 to 1865 he was in the Union army—Fourth 
Wisconsin Regiment and Twenty-second Wis- 
consin Regiment. In 1865 he secured a position 
as fireman on the Western Union Railroad, now 
the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad, and 
was promoted to be engineer in 1869, since which 
time he has held that position. He supplemented 
his limited school advantages by a term in the 
Racine Business College. 

On the 10th of February, 1880, Mr. Bullock was 
united in marriage in Racine with Miss Annie E. 
Browne a daughter of James R. Browne of this 
city whose sketch appears elsewhere in this work. 
The lady is a native of Elkhorn, Wis..and by her 
marriage has one son—Robert Leonard, who was 
born in Racine, March 1, 1881. 

Mr. Bullock has always made his home in the 
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city where he yet resides, and there has a large | they employed some sixty hands and worked up 


circle of friends and acquaintances. He generally 
supports the Republican party by his ballot, but is 
rather independent in opinion. Socially, he is a 
member of Racine Division of the Brotherhood of 
Locomotive Engineers, the Royal Arcanum, Coun- 
cil, No. 220; and Racine Lodge, No. 363, Knights 
of Honor, also Savanna Lodge, No. 128, K. P. of 
Savannah, Ill. Mr. Bullock has now been in 
active service as an engineer of the Chicago, Mil- 
waukee & St. Paul Railroad fora period of 
twenty-two years and has been quite successful in 
his line of work. Indeed he is of the most 
trusted employes of the company as his long con- 
tinuance in the service well indicates. His pres- 
ent run is over the Racine & Southwestern Divis- 
ion, between Racine and the Mississippi River. 
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JA, ICHAEL HIGGINS, of the firm of Ansted 
| & Higgins, manufacturers of springs, of 

Racine, has been engaged in his present 
line of business for the past six years, 
He is a native of Oswego County, N. Y., bis birth 
having occurred on the 28th of June, 1855. In 
that locality the first six years of his life were 
spent and he then removed with his parents to 
Canada, where he received a good English educa- 
tion, such as would fit him for the practical duties 
of life. 
menced to learn the art of manufacturing springs 
and on reaching his majority returned to the 
United States, locating. in Kalamazoo, Mich., 
where he worked at his trade some five years. The 
succeeding four years of life he spent in 
Bridgeport, Conn., engaged in the same business. 
In January, 1885, he arrived in Racine, where he 
soon formed a partnership with Mr. Ansted, 
under the firm name of Ansted «€ Higgins, and 
they embarbhed upon their present business. They 
began operations in a room about forty feet 
square on Sixteenth Street and Junction Avenue, 
and in a small way began business, but by energy 
and industry they increased their business until 


At the age of seventcen years he com- 


his 


over one hundred tons of steel per month, but a 
disastrous fire swept away their plant causing them 
not a little loss. However, with that characteristic 
energy which has made their business a success, 
they rebuilt and increased their capacity to one 
hundred and fifty tons per month. In 1889, the 
firm established another factory in Indianapolis, 
Ind., and two years later removed it to Connors- 
ville, Ind. The plant there is first-class with a 
monthly capacity of one hundred tons. Mr. 
Higgins and his partner deserve great credit for 
their success in business, as both started in life 
without capital or influential friends, and have 
worked their way upward to an enviable position. 

On January 5, 1879, Mr. Higgins was united in 
marriage to Miss Mary Fitzgibbon, the wedding 
being celebrated in Kalamazoo, Mich. Unto them 
have been born a family of five children, Both 
he and his wife of the Catholic 
Church, of Racine. 

Mr. Higgins is connected with other enterprises 
in addition to the interest already named, being 
Secretary and Treasurer of the Racine Iron Fence 
Company, and President of the Bell City Bolster 
Spring Company. A wide-awake, enterprising 
man who attends carefully to all the details of 
business. and is sagacious and far-sighted, justly 
deserves the success he has won. He is a Demo- 
crat in politics, and has been honored with the 
position of Alderman of,the Sixth Ward, serving in 
that capacity from 1889 until 1891. 

January, 1892, the company at Racine was in- 
corporated for $50,000 paid up; the Connersville 
plant is also incorporated for $30,000. 


are members 
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ZNOTTLIEB SHECK, dealer in agricultural 
, implements in Raymond, and one of the 
QM enterprising citizens of that place, is of 
German birth. Ile first saw the light of day in 
Wurtemberg, Germany, January 9, 1843, and is a 
son of Gottlieb Sheck, Sr., who was born and reared 
in the same locality. 
gaged in teaming. 


In his native country he en- 
He wedded Mary Ann Grasle, 
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a widow whose maiden name was Miss Betcler. 
By her former marriage she had three children, 
two of whom are now deceased. George, the sur- 
viving one, is a farmer residing on section 5; Ray- 
mond Township. By her second marriage has been 
born the following children: Mrs. Mary Pfieffer, of 
Green County, Wis.; Catherine, wife of William 
Freedy, who also resides on section 5, and Gott- 
lieb, Jr., of this sketch. After crossing the Atlan- 
tic in 1847 with his family the father settled on 
section 6, Raymond Township, Racine County, 
where he purchased thirty acres of:land, whereon 
he and his wife and family lived for five years, 
then traded it for seventy-one acres on same sec- 
tion where they spent the remainder of their days. 
They were members of the Evangelical Church, 
and in politics Mr. Sheck was a Republican. 

The first four years of his life our subject passed 
in the Fatherland and then came to America with 
his parents. The remainder of his youthful days 
was spent upon his father’s farm in this county, 
and in the public schools he acquired his education. 
At the carly age of seventeen he assumed the man- 
agement of the old homestead, and it took but a 
short time to convince those interested that he was 
capable of performing the work undertaken. Mr. 
Sheck possesses excellent business ability, is far 
sighted, enterprising and progressive. He now owns 
two hundred and two acres of well-improved land 
but has rented his farm, all but thirty-nine acres, 
and is giving his entire attention to the manage- 
ment of his business interests in Raymond. For 
the past eleven years he has dealt in agricultural 
implements and has an excellent trade. Those 
who knew him previously and were acquainted 
with his reputation for fair and honest dealing 
gave him their patronage and in a short time he 
had succeeded in building up a good business. 

Mrs. Sheck was in her maidenhood Miss Cathe- 
rine Mitchel, a native of Milwaukee County, Wis., 
whose parents were of German birth. Unto them 
have been born four children—William, Lydia, 
Esther and Oscar, and the family circle vet re- 
mains unbroken. They have been educated in 
both English and German and are thus well-fitted 
for the practical duties and responsibilities of life. 
The parents are members of the Evangelical Asso- 
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ciation and are active workers for its upbuilding 
and interests. Mr. Sheck gives liberally of his 
means to the support of the church and is the 
present Superintendent of the Sunday-school. He 
cast his first Presidential vote for Abraham Lin- 
coln in 1864 and has since supported the Repub- 
lican party, of which he isa warm advocate, al- 
though he has never sought or desired public affice 
his business and other interests completely engross- 
ing his attention. However, at present, he is 
Chairman of the Township Board of Supervisors. 
Energy, thrift and industry have been the rounds 
of the ladder on which he has climbed to success. 
A truly self-made man, he may well be proud of 
his property as it is the reward of a busy and use- 
ful life. His home in Raymond is an elegant res- 
idence situated in the midst of beautiful grounds, 
weli laid out and nicely kept. He and his wife 
rank high in the social world and few have a 
larger circle of friends and acquaintances. 
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U the early settlers of Kenosha County, and 
Y for many years one of the leading hardware 
merchants of the city of Kenosha, was born in Mil- 
ton, Vt., January 25, 1831, his parenís being John 
M. and Lucinda (Cook) Dewey. His grandfather, 
Jedediah Dewey, was one of the first settlers of 
Milton and there John M. Dewey was born 
and reared to manhood and married Miss Cook, 
a native of Powlet, Vt. In 1849, accompanied 
by his family, he took passage on the old 
steamer, “Saranac’’ for Burlington, Vt., where 
they boarded the “Francis Salts” for White- 
hall, and from there went by rail to Schenectady, 
N. Y., and on by canal to Buffalo, where they 
took the steamer, “Hendrick Hudson.” In May, 
1849, they landed at Southport, which was soon to 
take the name of Kenosha. Locating in Paris 
Tewnship, the father improved a farm on which 
he spent the remainder of his days. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dewey endured the hardships and 
privations common to the early settlers of Wiscon- 
sin. They were honest pious people and left an 


O) OURTLAND ATWATER DEWEY, one of 
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exaniple of upright living, worthy of imitation. | 


Their days were prolongéd beyond the allotted 
time, Mr. Dewey reaching the advanced age of 


eighty-six, while his wife was in her eighty-second- 


year at the time of her death. Politically Mr. 
Dewey was a Whig until the rise of the Re- 
publican party, with which he was ever afterward 
identified. In Vermonthe served for a number of 
years as High Sheriff of his county and in the Ma- 
sonic order had taken a high degree. In their 
family were six children, five of whom came to 
this country although only three are now living: 
Titus C., of Eau Claire, Wis.; Mrs. Leonard of 
Kenosha; and Courtland A., of this sketch. 

The early life of Mr. Dewey, our subject, was 
divided between labor on the farm and attendance 
at the district schools, His early education was 
afterwards supplemented by study in an academy 
of Burlington, Vt., where he paid his tuition by 
taking care of the school room and his board 
by helping in a-store. The last thing he did be- 
fore he went on the boat to come West, was to 
sweep out thestore. Like a dutiful son he worked 
for his father until he had attained his majority 
and then hired out by the month for seven years, 
selling medicine on the road for J. M. Frost & Co, 
of Waukegan. His geniai disposition made hima 
good salesman, hence his long service with that 
firm. 

On the 27th of June, 1860, Mr. Dewey wedded 
Miss Delina, daughter of Obed P. Hale, one of the 


prominent old settlers of Kenosha County. The 
lady is a native of Geauga County, Ohio. Upon 


his marriage, Mr. Dewey turned his attention to 
farming and followed that pursuit until his re- 
moval to Kenosha in 
the hardware business, which he has followed con- 
tinuously since. Beginning in a small way he has 
gradually arisen to be one of the leading hardware 
merchants of the city. With him is associated in 
business his only child, Courtland Earnest, who was 
born in Kenosha County, educated in the city 
schools and married Miss Mamie Dexter, by whom 
he has two children—Perditta and Vivian. 
Politically, Mr. Dewey is a stanch Republican 
and has held a number of official positions. While 
in Paris Township, he took an active part in school 


1868, when he engaged in 
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affairs; serving as clerk. He was also Alderman of 
the First Ward in Kenosha and has held the posi- 
tions of President and ‘Treasurer of the Kenosha 
County Fair Association. Mr. Dewey has the sat- 
isfaction of knowing that both as to education and 
financial standing he is a self-made man. In man- 
ner, he is courteous and pleasant, having a cheerful 
word and a warm greeting for all. 


* TEPHEN BURROUGHS, one of the enter. 
prising and substantial farmers of Kenosha 
County, residing on section 2, in the town 
of Somers, was born on the 19th of May, 

1828, in Newburg, Cuyahoga County, Ohio, and is 
the fourth in a family comprising four sons and 
two daughters. He comes of one of the early New 
England families of English descent. His grand- 
named David, which was also the 
The latter was born in Ver- 
year 1791, and when a child 
went to New Hampshire, in which State he 
grow to mature years. Having learned the black- 
smith’s trade he emigrated to Ohio when a young 
man, taking up his residence in Cleveland, which 
at that time was a very small village. In fact it 
contained only five children of school age. Mr. 
Burroughs was married in Cleveland to Clara Ed- 
wards, a native of Ohio, and a daughter of Ru- 
dolphus Edwards, one of the prominent citizens of 
Cleveland who engaged in general farming and 
other business interests. The farm which he owned 
is still in the possession of his family, being owned 
and occupied by his son—Rudolphus, Jr. Mr. Bur- 
roughs carried on a shop in Cleveland for many 
years and in that county reared his family. Dur- 
ing the War of 1812, he served the Government as 
a teamster on the northern frontier. He was twice 
married. His first wife died in 1843, and his sec- 
ond wife survived her husband a number of years. 
Mr. Burroughs died in 1861, at the age of seventy. 
Of the children, Cyrus N. was reared and married 
in Cleveland and followed the carpenter’s trade. 
Emigraung to Wisconsin in 1845, he settled in 
Kenosha, where he engaged in contracting and 


father 
name of his father. 


was 
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building until his death, which occurred in 1861. 
Mary M. M. became the wife of Lyman J. Fay, who 


removed to Wisconsin and settled in Wheatland, | 
Kenosha County, where Mrs. Fay, now a widow, is | 
is still living; Alfred came to Wisconsin about | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


1841, and for some years was engaged as a bridge | 


builder and contractor in Kenosha; 
in Cazenovia, N. Y., but his wife has since died 
and he now resides with our subject. Lorenzo 
came to Kenosha in 1847, was married in Wal- 
worth County, Wis., and is now living in Iowa; 
Phoebe is the wife of O. B. Houghton, a resident 
of Hampton, Hamilton County, Neb. 
The-educational advantages which Stephen Bur- 
roughs received were such as the common schools 
afforded. Ile was a young man when in 1847 he 
came to Wisconsin and on the 5th of November set 
foot on Kenosha soil. Having learned the carpen- 
ter’s trade he engaged in contracting and building 


he was married 


until 1865, when he became bridge carpenter for | 


the Northwestern Railroad Company. 


From that | 


time for nineteen years he was in charge of the | 


construction of bridges and buildings on the Mil- 
waukee division. On the completion of the North- 
western Union that line was also added to his 
charge and he continued his connection with the 


railroad company until 1881. The previous year 


Mr. Burroughs had purchased the farm which is now | 
his home and in 1881 the family removed thereon, | 


but he continued with the railroad company for a 
year longer. 
gaged in agricultural pursuits. He bought an im- 
proved farm of one hundred and sixty acres, the 


greater part of which is under a high state of cul. | 


tivation and the place is well-improved with a 
substantial residence, good barns, ete. As a con- 
tractor and builder he made of life a success and 
in his present line of business is also meeting with 
a well deserved prosperity. 

On the 14th of December, 1853, in the town of 


Wheatland, Mr. Burroughs was united in marriage | 


with Miss Susan Newbury, a native of Michigan, 
who came to Wisconsin with her father—Martin 
Newbury. Unto them have been born two children 
—Clark, who now occupies a responsible position 
in Milwaukee, and Eben, now attending school in 
Racine. He will finish the commercial course of 


For about ten years he has been en- 
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study in June, 1892. They have also lost three 
children, two of whom died in infancy, and Lyman, 
their first born who was accidentally drowned in 
the river near Kenosha in 1868, when fourteen 
years old. 

In his political views Mr. Burroughs is a Repub- 
lican, having been identified with that party since 
he attained his majority. He has served as a mem- 
ber of the Board of Supervisors and was its chair- 
man for one term. Socially, he is a member of 
both the Masonic and Odd Fellows societies. He 
isa Royal Arch Mason and has filled all the offices 
in both the subordinate lodge and the Encamp- 
ment of the Odd Fellows fraternity. His residence 
in Kenosha County covers a period of forty-four 
years, during which time he hes become both 
widely and favorably known as a man of strict in- 
tegrity and sterling worth. His long connection 
with the railroad company indicates the trust re- 
posed in him by his employers and that their con- 
fidence was never misplaced. He has the respect 
of the community, and both he and his wife have 
man y friends in Somers Township. 


TI DWARD T. BILLINGS, a leading photo- 
| 8 grapher of Racine and a popular artist, was 
— born near Belleville, in the province of 
Ontario, Canada, on the 12th of April, 1852, and 
isason of Bradish and Eliza (Harry) Billings. 
His father was born near Rochester, N. Y., but his 
mother was a native of England. In 1860, Mr, 
Billings, Sr., came with his family to Racine County, 
and for six years was a resident of Yorkville Town- 
ship, after which he removed to Racine, where he 
yet makes his home. 

The subject of this sketch was educated par- 
tially in the country and city schools and whe. 
seventeen years of age he began working at 
his present business. After learning the trade le 
embarked in business for himself in 1874, and has 
continued it with marked success up to the present 
time, having now the finest art gallery in the city. 
With one exception, he has carried on business 


longer than any other photographer in Racine, this 
being now the eighteenth year of his work in that 
line. 

On the 20th of March, 1878, in Racine, Mr. 
Billings led to the marriage altar Miss Mary Easson, 
who was born and educated in this city and is a 
daughter of Capt. Lawrence Easson, of this city. 
Two children grace their union,a son and daughter 
— Henry Easson, now eight years of age and Edna 
aged five. Both were born in Racine. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Billings are widely and 
favorably known throughout this community and 
the lady holds membership with the First Baptist 
Church of this city. In politics he is independent 
and in his social relations is a Knight Templar 
Mason, holding membership with Racine Lodge, 
No. 18, A. F. & A. M.; Orient Chapter, No. 12, R. 
A. M.; and Racine Commandery, No. 7, K. T. Mr. 
Billings is an expert artist and throughout the 
many years he has been in the business in Racine 
his work has stood the test of sharp competition 
both in local and metropolitan galleries. He now 
has a liberal patronage and his constantly increas- 
ing business is a sure index to popular favor. 
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¢ ILLIAM HENRY LATHROP, of Racine. 
W Few men are better known among the old 

V settlers of Racine County than the gentle- 
man whose name heads this sketch. The Lathrop 
family in America traces its origin back seven 
generations to Rev. John Lathrop, who was born 
in Egerton, Kent County, England, September 29, 
1614, and with two brothers came to America, 
landing February 9, 1645. He settled in Barn- 
stable, Mass., from which place his descendants, now 
quite numerous, have scattered over many of the 
States. One of the number, Benjamin Lathrop, a 
native of Norwich, Conn., was the great-grand- 
father of our subject. Arunah Lathrop, son of 
_Benjamin, was also born in Connecticut, but 
emigrated about 1782 to Oxford, N. Y. He had a 
family of children—Hubbel, Simon, Chauncey, 
Benjamin, Lucinda, Lucy, Phebe and Sally. The 
first named was the father of W. H. Lathrop. 


23 
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Hubbel Lathrop was born January 28, 1779, in 
the Nutmeg State and was therefore but three 
years of age when his parents removed to Oxford, 
N. Y. When about twenty-one he was left father- 
less and thereupon went to visit his brother 
Benjamin, who had settled in Sunderland, Vt. 
There he became acquainted with, and on the 27th 
of March, 1802, married, Miss Laura, daughter of 
Col. Eli Brownson, who fought with honor under 
Gen. Stark in the battle of Bennington, Vt., 
August 16, 1777. Upon his marriage, Mr. Lathrop 
settled on a farm in Manchester, Bennington 
County, Vt., where he and his wife spent the 
remainder of their lives. She was born January 3, 
1786, and died January 13, 1841, Mr. Lathrop 
survived her but little more than a year, dying 
March 19, 1842. Both were consistent members of 
the Presbyterian Church, and in political sentiment 
he was an uncompromising Whig. Of their eight 
children, five are now living—Julia died when 
about four years old; Austin Harmon resides near 
Racine, at the advanced age of eighty-two years; 
Harriet died in September, 1885, at the age of 
seventy-two; William. H. is the next younger; 
Hubbel still resides in Manchester, Bennington 
County, at the age of seventy-two years; Eli 
Brownson died in Manchester, Vt., in September, 
1386; Laura A. lives in Sunderland, Bennington 
County, at the age of sixty-seven years; and 
Chauncey A., aged sixty-four years, now makes his 
home in Beloit, Wis. 

The subject of this sketch was born in Manches- 
ter, Vt., July 13, 1816, and until sixteen years of 
age worked on his father’s farm, in the meantime 
acquiring his education in the district schools and 
at Burr Seminary of Manchester, where he attended 
a half year. On attaining his seventeenth year, 
he left the farm to clerk in the dry-goods store of 
W. G. Henry, in Bennington. Ilaving become 
somewhat acquainted with the business, he and 
William E. Hawks formed a partnership, and Mr. 
Lathrop, with him, went to New York City to 
purchase a stock of goods, in the spring of 1837, 
While there he witnessed the arrival of the first 
steamer that ever crossed the deean— The Sirius.” 
The old men shook their heads, saying: * Well, she 
did look as if she had crossed the ecean, but that 
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was no sign that she would ever get back.“ After 
merchandising successfully for two years, Mr. 
Lathrop sold his interests and on the 6th of August, 
1840, with his brother Austin, started for the West. 
At Albany they were locked in a car, as was the 
custom in those days, and thus imprisoned rode to 
Syracuse, the end of the railroad. They then pro- 
ceeded by stage to Oswego and by way of the 
Niagara Falls to Buffalo, where they boarded the 
steamer “James Madison.”” 
at Ravine the boat could not land, so they were 
taken off in a scow. The river at that time ran 
into the lake at the old gas works, or just opposite 
the government building. Racine could boast of 
respectively by Chester 
White and Charles S. Wright. Mr. Lathrop thought 
of returning to Vermont, but was induced to 
remain and clerk for Mr. Wright, who was consid- 


As there was no harbor 


two stores, conducted 


ered the first man of the village, having the only 
horse and buggy in this section; and while with 
him Mr. Wright purchased the first load of winter 
wheat ever brought to Racine at fifty cents per 
bushel in trade, and stored it on the floor of a 
vacant store formerly occupied by J. C. Knapp « 
Co.,on the west side of Main Street between Second 
and Third Streets. Several loads were afterwards 
bought at the same rate and stored in the same 
place. During a severe north-east storm the front 
door was blown open and in the morning several 
hogs were found devouring the grain with all 
possible speed. In the spring Eldad Smith pur- 
chased the same, as agent for Mr. Howell, miller at 
Black Rock, N. Y., and stored it on the north side 
of Harbor and Main Streets in a warehouse built 
by Jacob Barker, but Mr. Howell failed and his 


assignee ordered Daniel Slauson to ship the wheat 


to Buffalo on the opening of navigation. This 
was the first wheat ever shipped from Racine. The 
splendid conveyance, which we have before mer? 
tioned as the property of Mr. Wright, was loaned 
to Mr. Lathrop and his brother to make a visit to 
Geneva Lake. On the way to Burlington they 
came near getting lost, inasmuch that they did not 
reach that place until night. The next day they 
passed through that beautiful scope of country 
called Gardner's Prairie, and reached Geneva. 
They put up at a hotel—rather a primitive affair— 
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covered with hard-wood clapboards. During the 
night a heavy wind and rain storm came on and 
they were led to question whether the house was 
covered with a roof or sieve. Coming back to 
Racine, Austin Lathrop returned to Vermont for 
his family. During his absence our subject had 
the refusal for him of one hundred and sixty acres 
of land near Racine at 89 per acre, and well known 
as the old Basie farm, which Austin purchased on the 
arrival of his family in June, 1841, and has lived on 
the same for fifty years. His wife died in May, 1891, 
at the age of seventy-seven years, leaving three sons 
and one daughter to mourn her loss. 

A few days ago an incident of those early times 
was recalled to Mr. Lathrop by an old settler, Mr. 
Mat Smith, of Mt. Pleasant, who spoke of the 
financial troubles and the little confidence in banks 
at the time. He was one of a club of farmers who 
reposing great confidence in Mr. Lathrop, made 
him agent for shipping through his warehouse fifty 
bushels of wheat to New York, and 
ordered the net proceeds returned to them in gold 
coin. This was the year before the war, and they 
afterwards sold some of the gold at about two 
hundred per cent, premium. Many have since 
spoken of this fortunate speculation which passed 
through the hands of our subject. 

In 1842 Mr. Lathrop was called back to Vermont 
to settie up his father’s estate, but before leaving 
he purchased sixty feet of land where the Manu- 
facturers’ National Bank now stands, for $550. He 
also purchased the old Fowler farm of two 
hundred and forty acres, a mile and a half 
beyond Racine Rapids, for 810 per acre, in- 
eluding the grain and grass on the farm, and 
several head of cattle. Leaving this in care 
of Mr. Fowler he went East, expecting large 
returns from his property, but when he again came 
to Racine he found the stacked grain spoiled, and 
his cattle mostly butchered. He fully realized the 
wisdom of Franklin’s advice: If you want a thing 
done, go; if not, send.“ But these annoyances 
were as nothing for his life had been made happy 
by marriage. In Shaftsbury, Vt., June 22, 1842, 
he wedded Miss Harriet A. Munroe, daughter of 
Lyman W. Munroe, whose sketch is given with 
that of H. B. Munroe on another page of this work. 


thousand 


Mr. Lathrop brought his bride to their Western 
home on the steamer Chesapeake.“ They arrived 
on a bright Sunday in July,1844. Cannons boomed 
and all the people shouted when the vessel came in. 


Mrs. Lathrop thought that she had been brought | 


to a country where they had no Sabbath, but the 
explanation of the demonstration was that the 
„Chesapeake was the first steamer that entered 
Racine Harbor. Mr. Lathrop and his wife located 
on the corner of Park Avenue and Sixth Street 
and he rode out to the farm daily. But one year 
satisfied him with farm life, and he sold two hun- 
dred acres of his farm for $3,000. In 1845, he 
entered the grain, commission and forwarding 
business with partners, under the firm name of 
King, Conroe & Company. Two years later the 
firm changed to Munroe, Lathrop & Company, and 
in the meantime Mr. Lathrop was carrying on the 
lumber business as a member of the firm of Lathrop 
& Conroe. In 1852 L. W. Munroe, above men- 
tioned, sold his interest in the forwarding business 
to his son, H. B. Munroe, and the firm assumed 
the style of Lathrop & Munroe. A year later our 
subject became sole proprietor and continued the 
business with his brother, C. A. Lathrop, as W. H. 
Lathrop & Co. In 1847 he built an elevator in 
Racine, at the foot of Main Street, which he sold 
to the railroad ‘company for $20,000, in 1855. 
Three years later he again engaged in the grain 
forwarding business with the owners, jointly, in 
the Norton & Durand elevator, where Emerson’s 
oil mill now stands. In 1865 Mr. Lathrop pur- 
chased and enlarged the elevator, which he con- 
tinued to run until the fire of 1870 swept it away. 
Since that time he has been dealing in real estate. 
In 1882 he built the W. H. Lathrop Block, one of 
the finest in the city, on the east side of Monument 
Square, where he had lived thirty-five years. 

To all public enterprises Mr. Lathrop has con- 
tributed liberally. I: 1854 he subscribed stock of 
$4,600 for railroad purposes. When the Rock 
River plank road was to be constructed he sub- 
scribed $2,500, and during the existence of the 
company was its Secretary and Treasurer. When it 
was proposed to extend the Chicago, Milwaukee & 
St. Paul Railroad on the north side of the river at 


Racine, he donated $1,000. Such was the oppo- 
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sition of certain parties that the track had to be 
laid on Sunday to prevent an injunction being 
placed on the project. With the banking interests 
of Racine he has been identified almost from the 
start. In 1855 he was madea Director in the 
Racine County Bank, which was the second bank- 
ing institution chartered in the city—1853. He 
continued to hold this position until 1864. when 
that bank became the First National, in which he 
served as Vice-President and director, until he 
withdrew in 1890. In 1856 he was appointed 
receiver for the Racine & Mississippi Railroad 
Company, and filled the position in a creditable 
and satisfactory manner. He also advanced $2,500 
to help settle and adjust the city railroad bond 
indebtedness. 

Politically, Mr. Lathrop was a Whig, until the 
rise of the Republican party, and since has affiliated 
with the latter, though he has never been an office 
seeker. However, one public trusthe has held de- 
serves mention. In 1845 the Village Board consist- 
ed of John A. Caswell, President; W. H. Lathrop, 
Charles Herrick, S. S. Dickinson and David Bradley, 
Trustees. One great service they rendered was 
the removing from the harbor an immense bowlder 
which was the terror of every vessel wishing to 
enter. At an expenditure of $1,000 the obstrue- 
tion was removed, and such was the rejoicing that 
Ira Dean snatched up a bell and ran through the 
streets ringing it and crying: “The rock is out of 
the harbor.”” 

In religious affairs, Mr. Lathrop is an Episcopal- 
ian, belonging to St. Luke's Church, of which he 
has been a Vestryman for many years. He is also 
a friend to education, and has served as a Trustee 
and Treasurer of Racine College. The last sue- 
cessful act of his life for the public benefit was an 
encounter with a desperate, hard-looking burglar 
who had recently served a term in Joliet State 
Prison. It was one Saturday evening and, with 
his sister, he was spending a few hours with his 
brother, Munroe, who lived opposite, when a 
servant ran over, terribly excited, saying some- 
thing awful had happened. She had heard the 
breaking of glass, which caused her to flee from 
the house. Mr. Lathrop started on the war path 
aud as he entered the front hall he grasped a good 
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hickory cane. By the rattling of glass he located | 
the thief on the back piazza, and; opening a door, 
met him getting out of the bathroom window, 
which he had broken to force his way in. Mr. 
Lathrop began to rain down blows upon his head 
until the man fell on the floor, begging not to be 
killed, and saying that he would give up. Mr. 
Lathrop was soon satisfied that he had him under 
control, and taking him by the collar, he dragged 
him down the back steps on the grass, telling him 
if he made any attempt to get away before the 
police came, he would pay for it by his life. As 
soon as they could be notified two police officers 
came and the thief was lodged in jail. The Court 
was at that time in session and he plead guilty, 
being sentenced to a term of five years in the 
penitentiary. He arrived in Waupun the follow- 
ing Tuesday, where he is now paying the penalty 
for his misdeeds. Mr. Lathrop was just in time to 
save his dress suit which the thief had thrown out 
on the floor, and would probably have appeared in 
the following day. Mr. Lathrop saved his clothes, 
and in them attended church the next day, where 
he received many congratulations and the assur- 
ance that in the spring he could be elected City 
Marshal. He was all the more desperate from the 
fact that the year before, while attending evening 
service, his house was burglarized and nearly 
$300 taken, together with two watches and other 
jewelry. 

In the loss of his family, Mr. Lathrop has been 
very unfortunate; his only daughter, Geneveive, 
died in her second year, and his only son, Frank, 
lived to be about five months old. On the Lith of 
December, 1887, Mrs. Lathrop was also called to 
her final home under circumstances narrated in 
her obituary as given below. 

“Died—by drowning, while suffering from 
melancholia, from nervous prostration, on the 
night of December 11, 1887, Harriet A., beloved 
wife of W. H. Lathrop, in the sixty-seventh year 
of her age. She had retired at an early hour and 
taken her goodnight leave of sister and nurse in 
the peculiarly affectionate and engaging manner 
habitual to her during the two and a half years of 
her illness. On going to her room about nine 
o’clock, her husband found her apparently ina 


gentle sleep. Awakening at one, he missed her 
from his side, and alarming the household, made 
an unavailing search, until going to the street 
door, where steps were traced in the light snow 
along Lake Avenue to the Goodrich dock, and 
there ended on the verge, with marks on the snow 
which her garments had brushed as she made the 
last step into the river. From the summer of 
1885, when her nervous malady ended in mental 
derangement, her constantly expressed longing had 
been to find rest by ‘going away to God,’ and the 
waters of the lake and river had been dreaded as the 
means by which she might seek relief from her suffer- 
ings; yet so assiduous and tender was the care with 
which she was guarded, so docile and yielding 
was she to the treatment adopted for her relief, 
and so responsive to the loving attentions lavished 
upon her, the tragic manner of her going hence 
was most unlooked for. With an extremely 
delicate physical organization, great elevation of 
character and spirituality of thought, she was 
ardently interested in the practical issues of every- 
day life, of a quickness and soundness of judgment 
which made her a valued counselor; strong in 
her convictions of duty and prompt to act upon 
them—above all, a sincere and humble Christian, 
ever seeking to touch ‘God’s right hand in the 
darkness,’ which over-clouded her last two or three 
years of life. Her two children died early, but a 
husband, two brothers and a sister survive to 
cherish her memory with the tenderest love and 
sorrow.” 

The body was found May 2, 1888, preserved in 
a wonderful manner, by three boys who, while 
fishing two miles north of Kenosha, discovered her 
garments floating upon the water under a shelving 
bank where it had been drifted by the current soon 
after being carried into the lake. After the funeral 
which occurred the next day, many of her old 
friends followed the remains to the cemetery, where 
they were laid beside those of loved ones gone 
before. The names of the young men who found 
the body were John Locke, Edward Weier and 
John Graf, who attended the funeral and received 
soon afterwards the reward of $500 offered by 
Mr, Lathrop. 

During the winter of 1856-57, Mr. and Mrs. 


Lathrop visited Havana, Cuba, returning home 
by way of Washington, to witness the inauguration 
of President Buchanan. They also spent nine 
months in California during 1872-73, during 
which trip Mrs. Lathrop’s health became partially 
re-established. She was born in Shaftsbury, Vt., 
June 11, 1821, and was a true helpmate and cher- 
ished companion to her husband for forty-five 
years. Though past seventy-five years of age, Mr. 
Lathrop retains much of the vigor of manhood, 
having never used tobacco or intoxicants, 

Mr. Lathrop is now engaged in creating a new 
industry on his sand beach, north side of the 
Government harbor pier, called sand brick, made 
by mixing some unknown chemicals with dry sand 
and pressed under a powerful hydraulic press. 
He will have the plant in operation about the Ist 
of May next, and will be known as Lathrop’s Sand 
Brick Industry, and may it continue the same long 
after he has joined the great majority. 


7 AVETT FREDENBURG, dealer in fine 
R horses of Union Grove, and one of the early 
AN, settlers of Racine County, claimed New 
York as the State of his nativity. He was born in 
Schoharie County, May 29, 1832, and is the second 
in order of birth in a family of five children, 
whose parents were James P. and Prudence A. 
(Simonson) Fredenburg, also natives of the Empire 
State. His father, a farmer by occupation, was 
born September 1, 1804, and died September 5, 
1860. The mother, whose birth occurred Novem- 
ber 19, 1811,.departéd this life June 9, 1887. 
Their remains are interred in Union Grove Ceme- 
tery. It was in 1844 that they left their home in 
New York, and emigrated Westward to Wisconsin. 
Mr. Fredenburg entered one hundred and twenty 
acres of land from the Government about eight miles 
west of Racine, on old Government road, and the 
first home of the family was a “shake,’’ while a dry- 
goods box served as a buttery. The hardships and 
privations which the pioneers underwent are un- 
known, save by recital, to the citizens of to-day. 
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These sturdy men and fearless women who un- 
complainingly met the difficulties of life on the 
frontier were the founders of this great common- 
wealth, and to them all honor is due. ‘The chil- 
dren of Mr. and Mrs. Fredenburg weie Mariette, 
who is married and resides in New York State; 
Lavett, of this sketch; Benjamin, who is married 
and is a farmer, stock raiser and extensive fruit 
grower of Nebraska; Lydia, now deceased and 
buried in Union Grove Cemetery; and Lebbeus, 
employed as a salesman in a store in Union Grove. 

The boyhood days of our subject were spent 
under the paternal roof on the old homestead 
farm. The parents were thrifty people and left 
their children in comfortable circumstances. They 
had also instilled into their minds lessons of in- 
dustry and enterprise, which enables them to make 
the most of their advantages. Lavett remained 
in this county until the 7th of August, 1862, 
when he enrolled his name with the boys in blue 
of Company A, Twenty-second Wisconsin Infantry. 
The regiment went into camp at Camp Utley, 
Racine, from whence it was ordered to Cincinnati 
and on to Covington, Ky., where frequently the 
boys camped without other shelter above them 
than the blue canopy of heaven. On down 
through Kentucky they went to guard the Ken- 
tucky River bridge, then to Nicholsville and to 
Lexington, where they remained until the spring 
of 1863. They went down the Ohio and up the 
Tennessee River just after the last battle of Ft. 
Donelson. The boys were in constant peril at all 
times, and found that glory was not all to a sol- 
dier’s life, for hardship formed a great part of it. 
Their transports had left them and they were thus 
forced to continue on their way as best they 
could. At Brentwood, Tenn., they did guard 
duty for some time, then met the enemy in battle 
at Thompson’s Station, March 5, 1863. There 
about one half of the regiment was captured, the 
others returning to Brentwood, but on the 25th of 
March a large force of confederates made captives 
of the rest and they were taken to Libby prison. 
After a short time they were paroled, and Mr. 
Fredenburg still has a copy of his 
souvenir of the old war days. He 


parole-—a 


then went 


witb his comrades to City Point, ta Fortress Mon- 
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roe and Annapolis, Md., then to St. Louis, Mos, 


where they received part of their pay and were 
ordered back to Louisville. At Murfreesboro Mr. 


Fredenburg was forced to go to the hospital, as 


his health was entirely broken down. An indom- 
itable wiil had hitherto sustained him, but he could 
not longer keep up. In the winter of 1864 he 
again joined his regiment on scouting duty, pos- 
sessed of a determination to accomplish like a hero 
the work he attempted to do. The officers again 
wanted to place him in the hospital but he would 
not go, so was detailed as train guard to Chatta- 
nooga, where he remained a short time. Joining 
his regiment he started on the famous Atlanta 
campaign,and the first battle in which he engaged 
after his imprisonment was at Resaca, Ga., May, 
15, 1864. Eleven of the 
killed and sixty wounded, two of Company A 
killed and eleven wounded. The night previous 
they had worked all night long in erecting breast 
works, marching the following day until noon, 
then threw away their knapsacks and entered into 
battle. The rebel bullets were flying thick and 
fast around, and Mr. Fredenburg received two 
scratches, his escape from further injury being 
very fortunate. On the 25th of May, occurred 
the battle of Dallas Woods, Ga., and on the 16th 
of June the engagement at Kenesaw Mountain. 


From the 18th to the 23d of June, was the en- | 


gagement of Powder Springs Road, the Twenty- 
second Wisconsin Infantry bearing its part in all. 
Our subject remained with his command until 
from the hill tops Atlanta, Ga., could be seen, 
when he was sent back to Chattanooga, Tenn., to the 
hospital, where he remained for a short time. His 
health was again completely broken down, and he 
was ordered to the hospital at Jeffersonville. Ind., 
known as Jo Holt Hospital, where he remained 
until transferred to Madison, Wis. 
however, he was taken to the hospital at Prairie 
du Chien, but the surgeon allowed him to remain 
until his discharge, May 14, 1865. Three days 
later he was paid off, and thus ended his army 
life. 

Mr. Fredenburg then returned to his home in 
Racine County and worked upon the farm with his 
brother, recuperating his health. 
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regiment were there | 


By a mistake, | 


After two years, | 


he made his home with Richard Goldsworthy, an 
old settler, for a while and in January, 1870, 
located permanently in Union Grove, where he 
has since been an honored and upright citizen. 
His mother kept house for him until her death. 


lle has engaged in the breeding and importation 


of fine horses, particularly Clydesdale, and has 
done much to advance the high grade of horses in 
this community. He now owns two very valuable 
horses and has some valuable real estate on Main 
Street. His possessions are such as place him in 
very easy circumstances and number him among 
the substantial citizens of the community. He is 
regarded as a valued citizen, a man of sterling 
worth, whose excellent war record and upright 
course throughout life entitle him to a place in 
this volume among the best of the county and its 
pioneers, of which he is one. 


S 


4 pILLIS E. HALL, agent of the United States 
Va Express Company, of Racine, has held that 

YW position since the company established a 
separate office in the city. As one must be not 
only a faithful, but a capable employe in order to 
continue in the service of that company, the fact 
of his long retention is a high testimonial in his 
favor. Mr. Hall is a native of the Badger State. 
He was born in Milwaukee, on the 24th of June, 
1860, and is a son of Benjamin W. Hall. His fa- 
ther is a native of Williamstown, N. Y., and after 
attaining his majority, married Miss Livina Y. 
Teed, who was born in Esopus, N. Y. Both are 
still living and reside in Racine. His father is an 
old employe of the United States Express Com- 
pany, at Racine from 1862 until 1879, subsequently 
he was route agent, and was agent for the same 
company, and is now employed at the company’s 
Chicago office. 

The subject of this sketch came to Racine with 
his parents in 1862, when only two years of age, 


| and was educated in the public schools of this city. 


In May, 1878, he became an employe of the United 
States Express Company, and was employed at the 
Racine office when the American and United States 


Companies had a union office at this place. In 
1885, when the United States Company established 
a separate office, he was appointed agent, and still 
holds that position. 

On the 1st of January, 1883, Mr. Hall was united 
in marriage in Racine with Miss Margaret M. 
Blow. The lady was born in this city, and is a 
daughter of James and Hannah C. Blow. Their 
union has been blessed with one child, a daughter, 
Hannah Chappelle. The parents are both mem- 
bers of St. Luke' Episcopal Church, and in the 
social circle in which they move, rank high.” Mr. 
Hall is a member of Racine Lodge, No. 32, K. P.; 
of Racine Division, No. 1, U. R.; and of the En- 
dowment Rank of that order. He has passed all 
the chairs in the several divisions of the order,and 
is now Treasurer of the Uniformed Rank Division. 
He is also a member of Racine Council, No. 220, 
Royal Arcanum; and of -R. H. Baker Council No. 
448, National Union. Racine Council No. 7, Fra- 
ternal Alliance. 

Mr. Hall has now been an employeof the United 
States Express Company for fourteen years, and 
local agent at Racine for six years. He has proved 
competent, prompt and faithful in the discharge of 
his duty, and enjoys the confidence and respect of 
the company’s managers. Nearly his whole life 
has been passed in Racine, where, by his uniformly 
and correct business habits and his courteous and 
genial manner he has won many friends. With 
the Knights of Pythias order he has been actively 
identified, and is held in high esteem by his breth- 
ren of that fraternity. 


SiR oso Ss—- 


TEPHEN HURLBUT SAGE is one of the 

very oldest surviving pioneers of Racine 

) he having been a resident of of the city for 
fifty-five years. He was born in Sandis- 

field, Berkshire County, Mass., August 1, 1818, 
and isa son of Joel and Bethia (Hurlbut) Sage, 
whose sketch appears on another page of this work. 
Our subject attended school in his native town in 
his youth and in 1833 spent several months as a stu- 
dentin Bennington Seminary, Bennington, Vt. He 
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came to Racine on the 7th of February, 1836, join- 
ing his father who had arrived in the spring of 
1835. From the time of his arrivalin what is now 
Racine, until the following September, he kept 
cabin with his father. He was in his eighteenth 
year when he reached his father’s log cabin in the 
woods near Root River. For several succeeding 
years he aided his father in clearing the claim and 
making a home for the family. About 1843 he 
engaged in the dry-goods business at Racine, but 
sold out after a short time and then soon engaged 
in business with R. M. Norton and I. R. Hurlbut 
in ware-housing, buying wheat, wool and pork, but 
in 1868 accepted the agency of the Washington 
Life Insurance Company. In politics Mr. Sage is 
a Republican and in 1869 was elected City Treas- 
urer, which position he held through six successive 
terms, a fact which proves his efficiency and the 
trust reposed in him. He has also served several 
terms as Supervisor and has been a member of the 
Board of Assessors three years. 
the draft in 1862, he was enrolling officer for the 
Government. His principal business has been that 
of real estate, loan and 
still engaged. 


Just previous to 


insurance, in which he is 
Mr. Sage was married at Racine, on the 27th of 
February, 1855, to Miss Helen M. Carpenter, who 
was born in the town of Virgil, Cortland County, 
N. Y.. May 18, 1833, and is a daughter of Eleazer 
and Fanny (Kinney) Carpenter. Two children, 
daughters, grace the union of Mr. aud Mrs. Sage 
Emma M., who is now engaged in teaching music 
and Fannie B., wife of Vincent S. Stone. of Fargo, 
N. Dak. 

The parents of Mr. and Mrs. Sage were born in 
Connecticut, moved to Preble, N. Y., in early life 
aud from there went to Southport, Wis., now Ken- 
osha, May 11, 1840. 
what is now the township of Pleasant Prairie and 
adjacent to the village of Southport. 


They settled on a claim in 


Mr. Carpen- 
ter was a farmer at Pleasant Prairie, Wis. His 
death occurred in 1849, and his wife died in 1867, 
at Racine, Wis. Mrs. Carpenter was a member of 
the Congregational Church and in politics Mr. 
Carpenter was a Whig. Their family numbered 
five children, three daughters and two sons—Car- 
oline, who is now the wife of Col. Frank, a pioneer 


2 


editor of Wisconsin, id in la Melissa, 
who married Rev. M. P. Kinney; Henry who wedded 
Henrietta Crane and is living in the State of lowa; 
Mrs. Sage of this sketch, and William I., who mar- 
ried Eva Shaw and resides in Racine. 

Stephen H. Sage is probably the oldest survivor 
of the first pioneers of Racine and is recognized 
as one of her most honored citizens. He has lived 
to see a large and prosperous city take the place 
of the wilderness of timber that cast its depths of 
shade across his path in the days when he wielded 
his ax to make the first clearing. The changes 
wrought in little more than half a century have 
been marvelous and many an incident of interest 
is recalled by its contemplation, while nearly ali 
of those who participated in the scenes of the 
pioneer days have one by one been numbered with 
the silent majority. 


Racine, should be mentioned the gentle- 
man whose name heads this sketch. He was born 
on the Island of Guernsey, September 11, 1832, 
and is ason of Peter and Mary (Lehurrey) Gra- 
ham. His father was born on the island but was 
of Scotch descent. His mother was a native of 
Guernsey and was descended from the old Nor- 
mans. The parents were both long lived, and the 
family was noted for great longevity. The father 
died at the age of eighty-seven, the mother aged 
eighty-three, and the paternal grandfather was 
one hundred and one years of age at the time of his 
death. 

The subject of this sketch learned the mason’s 
trade in his native country and emigrated to 
America in 1854, coming direct to Racine. The 
first year was spent in the country working at his 
trade, and in 1855, he began contracting and 
building in the city. He built the Gordon block, 
the Porter and Baker block, the first shop at the 
Junction for the Herri Manufacturing Company, 
all the later buildings of the J. I. Case Threshing 


REDERICK GRAHAM. Foremost among | 
Es the leading contractors and builders of 


| 
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Machine Company sad put up the first large five- 
story building on Lake street in Chicago after the 
fire. He first began working in Chicago in 1864, 
and was employed in that city for two years, after 
which he continued to work in Racine and vicin- 
ity until after the great fire in Chicago, in 1871, 
when he resumed his labors in that city, there 
erected several large buildings during that and 
the succeeding year, since which time he has work- 
ed at Racine, putting in many business buildings, 
residences und churches, including some of the 
finest in the city. As he is an expert workman 
and ever faithfully performs his part of the con- 
tract he has won a very liberal patronage. Chiefly 
through his efforts, the Belle City Opera House was 
built. All the interior work was done under his 
supervision. The Mechanic’s Association in rec- 
ognition of his valuable services said in their 
opening announcement: 

“Our thanks are extended to the different con- 
tractors who have furnished the materials and 
performed the work on the building, and especially 
to Fred Graham, without whose help we could 
not have succeeded. To his public spirit the citi- 
zens of Racine are indebted that the building 
stands, he having taken the contract when he 
knew we had no funds, and performed the work 
in such a thorough manner that the walls are like 
the walls of a fortres. He has also given his 
time to the superintendence of the whole work, 
and his assistance has been invaluable.” 

In the month of May, 1856, Mr. Graham was 
united in marriage with Miss Matilda LeMessurer. 
The lady is a daughter of Abraham and Mary 
(LePrevost) LeMessurer, and was born on the 
Island of Guernsey,of Norman ancestry. By their 
union Mr. and Mrs. Graham have become parents 
of six children, two sons and four daughters as 
follows—Eleanor Matilda, the eldest, is now the 
wife of James Cuzner, a resident of Racine; Fred- 
erick William is a carpenter by trade and also 
makes his homein Racine; Henry Edmund is a 
cabinet maker by trade and is now located in the 
state of Washington; Lillian Grace is the wife 
of Edward H. Hanson, who resides in Fond du Lac, 
Wis.; Ada Lisle and Verna Belle, the two young- 
est members of the family, are at home. 
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Mr. Graham; his wife ond children belong to 
the Episcopal church. In polities, he is independ- 
ent, voting for the man and not the party. He 
has served several years as Alderman from the 
Sixth Ward, but has never been an office seeker, 
preferring to devote his time and attention to his 
business interests. He has now been a resident of 
Racine for thirty-seven years, and for thirty-five 
years of that time, has made his home on the 
block where he now resides,at the northwest 
corner of Thirteenth and Racine streets. Mr. 
Graham has lived an honest and useful life, and 
has done much in the way of building up and im- 
proving the city. He is a man of sterling worth, 
progressive and public spirited, and has won the 
confidence of all with whom he has come in 
contact. 


Y Township, Racine County, was born Nov- 
ember 15, 1833, in Meiningen, Germany, and is 
one of six children whose parents were Charles and 
Margaret (Grossmann) Meissner. His father was a 
stone cutter by trade and both he and his wife 


were members of the Lutheran Church. The mem- | 


bers of their family still surviving are Christian 
F. of this sketch; 
mond Township; and Mrs. Danetta Puff of Mower 
County, Minn. 

Our subject spent the days of his boyhood and 
youth under the parental roof and for eight years 
attended the public schools, where he acquired a 
good practical education that has well fitted him 
for the duties of life. For six years he served in 
the army of his native land. With his father he 


Simon, a resident farmer of Ray- | 


learned the trade of a stone-cutter and mason, | 
which for some years he followed as a means of | 


livelihood. At the age of twenty-six years he mar- 
ried Fredericka Puff, who was born in the same lo- 


cality as her husband and after the birth of their | 


first child he emigrated with his family to America 
in 1864. Milwaukee was their first place of resi- 


dence but after a short time they came to Racine | 


County, whare Mr. Meisener purchase ~eigtity 
acres of wild land. It was covered with stumps and 
brush, not an acre having been cleared or other 
improvement made, but with characteristic energy 
he began its development and soon had well cul- 
tivated fields in the place of the barren 
tract. The boundaries of his farm he also ex- 
tended until he comprises one hundred and twelve 
acres, and the many improvements seen thereon 
stand as monuments to his thrift and enterprise. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Meissner were born four sons 
but Rudolph died in infancy. Charles S., who was 
bora October 15, 1860, in Germany, was only four 
years old when brought by his parents to America. 
He attended school between the ages of six and a 
half and eighteen years, in the neighborhood of 
his home and then for one term was a student in 
Morrison’s College, of Racine. For a mgnth he 


| was employed in a grocery store in that city, after 
| which he returned to his father’s farm. 
quently he spent six months in the Spencerian 


A HRISTIAN F. MEISSNER, who is ER | 
W in general farming on section 9, Caledonia | 


Subse- 


Business College of Milwaukee, and then returned 
to the home farm, upon which he has since resided. 
On October 9, 1883, he married Ida Smith, who was 
born and reared in Caledonia Township and isa 
daughter of Gothard Smith, a pioneer of the county, 
now deceased. Their union has been blessed with 
four children— Charles, Edwin, Arvie and an in- 
fant son, Elmer. Since his marriage Charles Meis- 
sner has resided upon his present farm, operating 
forty acres of land. Healso ownsandruns a steam 
thresher. He cast his first vote for Cleveland but 
is now independent in politics. He holds the office 
of Postmaster at Husher and is one of the well 
known and influential citizens of this community. 
Henry, the next son of Christian Meissner, was 
born in this country, and aids in the operation of 
the old homestead farm. He is also the engineer 
for the threshing machine owned by his brother. 
Adolph, at home, completes the family. 

Mr. Meissner, his wife and sons are members of 
the Lutheran Church. He gives liberally to its 
support, is interested in charitable work and is a 
friend of the needy. He has been a valued citizen 
of the community for many years and for nine 
years he served as School Treasurer. He cast his first 
vote for Gen. Grant but does not affiliate with any 
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political party, preferring to hold himself free Lo 
support whoever he pleases. 

Mrs. Charles S. Meissner, as alread y stated, is a 
native of Racine County. Her parents; Gothard 
and Wilhelmina Smith, were both natives of Ger- 
many, the father of Mecklenburg and the mother 
of Saxony, the former emigrating to America in 
1840, the latter some three years later. Politically 
in later life Mr. Smith was a Democrat. He died 
October 16, 1890, at the age of fifty-nine years. 
His wife still survives him. Both 
of the Lutheran Church. His family consisted of 
six children—Gothard, Edward, Mrs. 
Minnie, Lucy and Charles. 

At present Charles Meissner is School Treasurer 
of his district, a position that he has held nearly 
seven years. 


were members 


Meissner. 


This fact testifies to his worth and the 
estimatjon in which he is held by his fellow-citizens, 
He and his wife are of the Lutheran 
Church in Caledonia, and have always identified 
themselves with every good work in the commun- 
ity in which they reside. 


members 
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aĵ AMUEL REYNOLDS, foreman of the Bain 

Wagon Works of Kenosha, has held that 

position with several interruptions, since 

1853, or for a period of more than thirty- 

eight years, and is one of the trusted employes of 

the firm, as is attested by the fact of his long con- 

tinuance in that service. Watchful for the inter- 

ests of his employers, he has won their confi- 

dence and regard as well as the good wishes of all 
with whom he has been brought in contact. 

Mr. Reynolds was born in Montgomeryshire, 
Wales, March 22, 1834, and is the sun of Owen and 
Margaret (Owens) Reynolds, who were married in 
their native land, and emigrated to America in 
1842. Landing at New York they located near 
Utica, where Mr. Reynolds plied his trade of black- 
smithing. The year 1844 witnessed his arrival in 
Southport, now Kenosha, Wis. He purchased a 


small farm in Pleasant Prairie Township, built | 


thereon a little shop and in connection with bis 
farm duties did blacksmithing for the settlers. His 
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wife died in 1857 and his death occurred in 1861. 
Their remains were interred in the Pleasant Prairie 
Cemetery. Both held membership with the Meth- 
odist Church and were highly respected people. 

Mr. Reynolds was a man very much interested in 
the upbuilding of the county and was ever ready 
to lend a helping hand for its advancement, as far 
as his means would allow him to do so. In politics 
he was a Republican and cast his last vote for 
Abraham Lincoln. He was then in very poor 
health but friends took him to the polls and the 
ballot box was taken out to the carriage that he 
might vote. Uprightness and honesty were among 
his chief characteristics and he won the respect and 
good-will of all who knew him. The Reynolds 
family numbered eight children—John, of Pleasant 
Prairie Township; Margaret, deceased; Ann, wife 
of James Lane, who is now living retired in Keno- 
sha; Elizabeth, deceased; Owen, a farmer of Maus- 
ton, Wis.; Samuel; Jane, deceased; and Richard, an 
extensive rancher and lamberman, of Dillon, Mon. 

Samuel Reynolds was a lad of only ten summers 
when his parents to this country. 
Under the direction of his father he became an ex- 
pert blacksmith and had the distinction of assisting 
Joshua Davis to make the first boiler that was 
made in Kenosha, When twenty years old he was 
made foreman of the Bain Wagon Works, which he 
held some five years and then took charge of the 
home farm and to agricultural pursuits devoted his 
energies for eight years. In 1866 he went to St. 
Joseph, Mo., and there engaged in selling the Bain 
wagons until 1872 when he returned and again 
accepted the position of foreman of the works, 
which he has held continuously since. 

An important event in the life of Mr. Reynolds, 
occurred February 1, 1855, when was celebrated his 
marriage with Jennie Tymeson, who was born in 
New York in 1830, and was a daughter of John 
Tymeson of Sharon Springs, that State. They be- 
came the parents of two children—John T., now 
deceased; and Chester J., an employe in the Stud- 
ebaker Works, of Chicago. The mother died in 
April, 1871. Mr. Reynolds was again married Feb- 
ruary 2, 1879, his second union being with Miss 
Kittie Bisse, who was born in Kenosha, April 22, 
1854, and isa daughter of S. and Emma Bissell, 


brought by 


they have one child, Camilla. Mr. and Mrs. Rey- 
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nolds are members of the Methodist Church, and | abating energy and strict conscientious application 


in social circles they rank high. He is a stanch 
Republican in politics and for two years has served 


as Alderman of the First Ward of Kenosha. A | 


public-spirited and progressive man, he takes an 


active interest in everything pertaining to the, 


welfare of Kenosha, and is one of her valued resi- 
dents. 
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Racine, is by virtue of birth, a native 

of Canada, but by adoption, habits and 
characteristics is thoroughly a representative of 
that hardy brotherhood of pioneers who have 
made the Western States famous for the 
production of men who are successful in the 
various business lines. He was born in Vienna, 


T OHN GEORGE TEALL, Register of Deeds, | 
R of Racine County, residing in the city of | 


Ann (Dean) Teall. 
New York, born November 13, 


to Canada and erected a sawmill in 
carrying on the business until 
his death, which occurred March 27, 1851. 


Vienna, 


respected families of Ontario, and was born and 
reared in Elgin County. 
subject was but three years of age. 
was one of the successful farmers of his locality. 

Mr. Teall, whose name heads 
passed the early years of his life in his native 
town, and in 1857 came to Racine, being then 
just twelve years of age. He commenced a course 
of study in the public schools but in a short time 
circumstances made it necessary for him to sus- 
pend his attendance. The dark days of 1857 cast 
their shadows upon him and he was forced to 
commence the battle of life alone when a mere 
boy without the advantages which are so easily 
obtained in these days. It was then that the 
characteristics which have since become so marked, 


the time of | 
His | 
wife was a member of one of the oldest and most | 


She died when our | 


this record, | 


to duty were evidently his watchwords and their 


spirit seemed to permeate his whole being. Every 
thing he undertook, he considered sufficiently 
important to do well, and this sentiment has 
remained with him throughout his entire career. 


| Mr. Teall first served an apprenticeship to the 


carpenter's trade with Bradley & Co., of Racine, 
and remained in the service of that firm until 
1860, when he went to Chicago and found employ- 
ment in a sash and door factory. He remained 
there one year and then engaged in farming for 
a year in Caledonia Township. 

In the spring of 1862, Mr. Teall enlisted in 
Company H, Twenty-Second Wisconsin Volunteer 
Infantry and came to Racine prepared and anxious 
to go with that company which numbered within 
its ranks many of his friends and acquaintances, 
but through the influence of his guardian, his 
name was stricken from the list and he was there- 


_ by denied the satisfaction of going to the front 
Elgin County, Ontario, Canada, June 15, 1845, | 
and is the only son of John Beamer and Permelia | 
His father was a native of | 
1814, and was | 
a successful millwright. Early in life he removed | 


with his companions. Shortly after this occur- 
rance he moved to Northern Wisconsin, where he 
remained until December, 1863, when he returned 
to Racine and enlisted as a recruit in Company A, 
which he had before tried to enter. On January 
4 of the following year, he was mustered into the 
United States Service and remained with the 
company until the close of the war, a period of 
one year and eleven months, being connected 
with the Army of the Cumberland. He was with 


| Sherman on his celebrated March to the Sea, and 
Her father | 


was taken sick the day before reaching Alexandria, 
Va., and went through the Grand Review at 
Washington in an ambulance. While ill in that 
city, he was transferred to the Third Wisconsin 
Infantry, June 10, 1865, but never served with 


that company on account of sickness and was 


mustered out August 17, of that year. 
Mr. Teall then returned home and found em- 
ployment in Racine, running wood-working 


machinery, until May 26, 1880, when, while in the 
| employ of the J. I. Case Threshing Machine Co., 


running a shaper, he had the misfortune to lose 
all his fingers and thumb on his left hand. When 
he had recovered from the accident sufficiently to 
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resume work, he was given employment as supply 
clerk by the J. 1. Case Company, and continued as 
such until November, 1886, when he was elected 
Register of Deeds for Racine County. Mis popu- 
larity and efficiency isindicated by the fact that 
he was re-elected to that office in 1888 and again 
in 1890, now serving his third term. 

On October 10, 1873, Mr. Teall married Sarah 
M. Shepherd, daughter of William and Margaret 
M. Shepherd, pioneers of this county. She was 
born in Yorkville, Racine County, where her 
parents located in 1842, coming from Washington 
County, N. Y. Her father died March 16, 1889, 
at Racine, and her mother now makes her home 
with her daughter. 

At this writing, Mr. Teall is Commander of 
Gov. Harvey Post, No. 17, G. A. R-; a member of 
Racine Lodge, No. 32, K. of P.; Racine Camp, 
M. W. A.; Racine Council, No. 220, Royal 
Arcanum, and Racine Lodge, No. 26, A. O. U. W. 
He is highly respected by his brethren of these 
orders, and is a man whose sterling worth and 
ability have won him the honorable 
business and social which he 
oceupies. 


place in 


cireles to-day 


ARROLL S. FOSTER, who is the owner of a 
( (a beautiful home and valuable farm on sec- 
w tion 16, Mt. Pleasant Township, has spent 
almost his entire life in Racine County. He has 
thus become widely known and we are pleased to 
add his name to the list of old settlers whose lives 
we here record, thus perpetuating their memory as 
founders of the county long after they shall have 
passed away. 

Mr. Foster was born in Cayuga County, N. Y., 
in the town of Throopsville, August 14, 1846. His 
grandfather Foster was also a native of Few York, 
but of Scotch descent, and his father, William A. 
Foster, was born in Whitehall, N. Y.,in 1810. The 
latter grew to manhood in the Empire State, 
where he received a fair education and married 
Clarissa Hay, who was born in Vermont and reared 
and educated in Rupert. Mr. Foster continued 
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farming in New York for several years and in 
1847 cast his lot with the carly settlers of Mt. 
Pleasant Township, Racine County, Wis., where 
he bought a partially improved farm upon which 
had been built a comfortable house. He there 
reared his family and continued to engage in the 
cultivation of that farm for about thirty-seven 
ycars, when in 1884 he laid aside business cares 
and went to live with his son, with whom he made 
his home until his death, which occurred June 25, 
1890, Mr. Foster was a Republican in polities and 
held a number of local offices. Ile served as Asses- 
sor, Town Clerk, Supervisor and was a member of 
the Sehool Board fora number of years. 'To the 
cause of education he gave his hearty support and 
was a warm friend of good schools. He was also 
a prominent member and active worker in the 
First Baptist Church, in which he served as Deacon 
for a number of years and his consistent Christian 
life won him the confidence and love of all with 
whom he came in contact. Charitable and benevo- 
lent, the poor and needy found in him a friend 
and the excellencies of his character made his 
death sincerely mourned. 

Mr. Foster was twice married. His first wife 
died in 1864 and his second wife passed away in 
1884. By the former union were born two sons 
and a daughter who grew to mature years. The 
latter died when a young lady of cighteen summers, 
James M., the brother of our subject, spent his boy- 
hood and youth in Racine County, obtaining his 
education in the public schools. Returning to New 
York he was there married and returning to Racine 
County took up his residence on a part of the old 
homestead where he engaged in farming for a 
number of years. In 1876 he removed to Buena 
Vista County, lowa, where he bought a farm, but 
his death occurred in the fall of the same year. 

Carroll Foster isthe youngestand only surviving 
member of the family. He was brought to this 
county when a babe of a year and his home has 
since been in Mt. Pleasant Township. In the fall 
of 1864, when eighteen years old, he enlisted for 
the war as a member of Company G, Forty-Third 
Wisconsin Infantry, and served until its close. 
The regiment went south to Tennessee and did 
duty at Johnsonville, Clarksville and Decker 


Station, guarding railroads and government prop- | 


erty until the close of the war, when he was mus- 
tered out of service with his regimentin Nashville 
and received his discharge in Milwaukee, in July, 
1865. He then returned to his old home and re- 
mained òn the farm with his father for about four 
years. 

On the 26th of April, 1869, Mr. Foster wedded 
Mrs. Juelma H. Langlois, a widow lady and a 
daughter of the Hon. O. C. Monroe, one of the 
honored. pioneers of Racine County, who held a 
number of local official positions and represented 
the county in the State Legislature. Ile was one 
of the most prominent men in the community, 
honored and respected alike by young and old, 
rich and poor. Mrs. Foster was reared and edu- 
cated in Racine County, and isa lady of culture 
and refinement. Four children have been born of 
their marriage—Alice L., who is successfully en- 
gaged in teaching; Frank L., who assists in the 
operation of the home farm; Llewellan C. and 
Gertrude J., both of whom are still under the pa- 
rental roof. 

Mr. Foster and his wife began their domestic life 
upon a rented farm and in 1880 he purchased his 
present farm which comprises one hundred and 
sixty acres. This he has fenced and upon it has 
made many improvements, thereby greatly enhanc- 
ing its value. His home is a large and substantial 
brick residence, neatly and tastefully furnished, in 
the rear of which are good barns and outbuildings, 
which are models of convenience. There is also a 
fine bearing orchard, and the neat and thrifty 
appearance of the place indicates the management 
and care of an enterprising and progressive owner. 

In his political affiliations Mr. Foster is a Repub- 
lican, having been identified with that party since 
he attained his majority. He keeps well informed 
concerning the political issues of the day, but is 
no politician in the sense of office seeking. He is 
a warm friend of the cause of education, believes 
in having good public schools and competent 
teachers so that the children may be well qualified 


for the luties of life. He is connected with the 
Farmers Alliance, being President of the order in 
Western Union Junction, and he and his wife 


are lead ng members and active workers in the 
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Free Will Baptist Church at Mygatts Corner. As 
a citizen he is public-spirited and progressive and 
is widely and favorably known throughout Racine 
County, where almost his entire life has been 
passed. His untarnished character and sterling 
worth have won him the confidence and good 
wishes of his fellow-townsmen who speak of him 
in terms of highest praise. 


— eI tet oll 
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AVID F. GRISWOLD, city editor of the 
| Racine Journal, is a native of Racine, his 
birth having occurred on the 26th of De- 
1854. Four years previous, in 
1850, his parents, Nelson A. and Jane (Wilson) 
Griswold, had come to the city. 


cember, 


The father, whose 
death occurred in 1856, was born in the Empire 
State, was a ship carpenter by trade, and on com- 
ing to Racine was employed in the construction of 
some of the first vessels built at this place. His 
wife yet survives him, and is still a resident of 
Racine. 

“Dave” Griswold, as he is familiarly called, was 
reared ın his native city, and educated in the pub- 
lic schools. When it came time for him to enter 
into some line of work, he began learning the 
printer’s trade in the office of the Racine Weekly 
Argus, when eighteen years of age, and was on 
that paper until the Daily Argus was started in 
1880, at which time he changed to the office of the 
Racine Journal, working at the case until the 
Daily Journal was started, when he became its city 
editor, and has held that position continuously 
since, covering a period of ten consecutive years. 
Thus the employment on which he entered when a 
youth, he has made his life-work. In addition to 
his duties on the editorial staff of the Racine Jour- 
nal, he has been correspondent for the Milwaukee 
Sentinel for twelve years, for the Chicago Herald 
seven years and for the Evening Wisconsin of Mil- 
waukee for three years. He is also a stockholder 


and member of the Board of Directors of the Ra- 
cine Journal Printing Company. 

In his social relations Mr. Griswold is a member 
of Racine Lodge, No. 32, K. P., of Racine; Beta 
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Council No. 2, Royal League; Iroquois Club and 
Racine Lodge, No. 18, A. F. € A. M. He is an 
honorary member of the two military companies 
of Racine, aud also holds membership with the Ra- 
cine Business Men’s Association. In politics he is 


independent, and in his religious affiliations is | 


identified with St. Luke’s Episcopal Church. 


| three years, 


Mr. Griswold is one of the best known men in | 


the city of Racine, and is deservedly popular with 
all classes, notwithstanding the fact that his pen is 
often truly used in criticism of the acts of the pub- 


lic service of the commonwealth or in condemna- 


tion of individual wrong doing to the injury of 
the general public. Mr. Griswold is known as an 
indefatigable searcher after news, sagacious in his 
inquiries and usually accurate and reliable in his 
conclusions. Strictly impartial, he aims to give a 
fair and full account of current events of local im- 
portance calculated to interest his readers without 


bias or prejudice, and has succeeded so well that | 


the Journal has become a general favorite in the 
community and acknowledged authority on the 
subject of local news. 
writer, and has done much to insure the success of 
the paper he presents. 
lie-spirited citizen, he takes an active interest in 
the public welfare, and by his pen has done much 


He is a fluent and pleasing | 


As a progressive and pub- | 


| old. 


for the promotion of such enterprises as are calcu- | 


ted to benefit the community. 
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FSEORGE H. WARMINGTON owns and 
e operates a fine farm of one hundred and 
thirty acres, situated on sections 5 and 6, 


Rochester Township, Racine County. His life 
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River to Albany and by canal to Buffalo, they 
then came by way of the Great Lakes to Racine 
County, Wis., but Mr. Warmington made his first 
location in Walworth County, where he purchased 
an cighty-acre tract of land in Spring Prairie 
Township. After making that farm his home for 
he then purchased land in Roches- 
ter Township, Racine County, where he spent the 
remainder of his life, his death occurred February 
15, 1874. . 

Of the seven children of the Warmington fam- 
ily, William is now living in Rochester Town- 
ship, where he follows agricultural pursuits; 
Thomas died while crossing the ocean, five years of 
age; Georgiana is the wife of Samuel Prout, a resi- 
dent farmer of Racine County; Laura is the wife of 
Andrew Everett, who is engaged in agricultural 
pursuits in Rochester Township; George H., is the 
next in order of birth; Julia is the wife of Martial 
Huntington, also a farmer; Sarah wedded Edwin 
Morse, their home being in Waterford Township, 
Racine County, where Mr. Morse is engaged in 
farming. 

The subject of this sketch has spent almost his 
entire life in Racine County, having here resided 
the greater part of the time since he was a year 
He attended school until sixteen years of 
age and then began life for himself, following the 


| occupation to which he was reared. Renting land 


record is as follows: a native of England, he was | 


born in Warwickshire on the 14th of November, 
1847, and is one of seven children whose parents 
were James Warmington, born July 9, 1805 and 
Esther (Eden) Warmington, born May 14, 1815. 
They were also natives of Warwickshire. 
when our subject was only one year old, they emi- 
grated with their family to America, crossing the 
Atlanticin a sailing vessel, which reached New 
York after six weeks, Proceeding up the Hudson 


In 1848, 


he engaged in its cultivation for three years and 
the auccess which attended his efforts and enabled 
him to purchase eighty acres. This tract was lo- 
cated in Spring Prairie, Walworth County, where 
he carried on general farming for three years, at 
the end of which time he sold out and made pur- 
chase of one hundred and thirty acres of land on 
sections 5 and 6, Rochester Township—his present 
home. Mr. Warmington has there a good farm, 
well improved and highly cultivated. He has led 
a busy and useful life and as the result of his in- 
dustry and enterprise has acquired a comfortable 
competence which classes him among the substan- 
tial farmers of the community. 

On the 4th of January, 1881, Mr. Warmington 
was united in marriage with Miss Julia Sawyer, 
daughter of Jamesand Permelia Sawyer. By their 
union have been born a family of four interesting 
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| 
In his political aftiliations, Mr. Warmington isa | 
Republican and keeps himself well informed con- 


children, two sons and two daughters, namely; 
Melissa M., James A., Prentice G. and Florence E. 


cerning the issues of the day. lle is a man of 
strong temperance principles, who holds member- 
ship with the Good Templars’ society with his wife, 
and is a valued citizen insomuch as he gives his 
support to every enterprise calculated to benefit 
the community or promote the general welfare. 
His wife’s father, James Sawyer was born in Aus- 
terlitz, Columbia County, N. Y., October 13, 1810; 
he graduated at Wesieyan University, Middletown, 
Conn., in of 44. He was principal of the 
Spencertown Academy, in New York until 1846, 
he came to Wisconsin and was elected principal of 
Burlington Academy, but resigned on account of 
ill health and returned to New York, where he 
taught school for ten years, then he returned to 
Wisconsin and went to farming. October 20, 1856, 
he married Parmelia (Cummings) White, who was 
born in Vermont, January 31, 1830, and when 
thirteen years of age her parents moved to Wau- 
kesha County, Wis., where her father, Mr. Cum- 
mings wasa merchant for seven years. 


class 
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OEL SAGE (deceased), the pioneer settler of | 
Sagetown, now the manufacturing center 
ot Racine, took up his claim there in May, 
1835, prior to the making of the govern- 


ment survey of that region. This work would be 
incomplete without his sketch and we take pleas- 
ure in presenting this record of his life to our 
readers. He was born in Coldbrock, Litchfield 
County, Conn., in 1781, and was a son of Enos 
Sage. His parents were both descended from old 
New England families. The Sage family was 
founded in America in early colonial times by 


David Sage, who is supposed to have been of | 


Welsh birth. Enos Sage was a large farmer of 
Litchfield County and a man of prominence in his 
day. 

Joel, of this sketch, was reared on a farm and 
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was educated under the strict religious training of 
the Congregational Church of those early days. 
He began for himself by operating a sawmill at 
Coldbrook, and was married in that town in 1804 
to Miss Bethia Hurlbut, daughter of Samuel and 
Jerusha (Higgins) Hurlbut. Her father was born 
in Chatham in 1748, her mother in Haddam, 
Conn.,in 1750,and both were of English origin. 
Mrs. Sage was born in Westhampton, Mass., 
August 1, 1785, and by her marriage became the 
mother of two sons—-Sidney A., who was born in 
Coldbrook, Conn., in 1805, and Stephen H., born 
in Sandisfield, Mass., August 1, 1818. Both are 
represented in this volume. Mr. Sage died at 
Racine, Wis., in September, 1840, and his wife on 
the 16th of August, 1867. 

Soon after their marriage, this worthy couple 
located on a dairy farm in Litchfield, Conn., but 
afterwards Coldbrook of the same 
county, where Mr. Sage bought a place on which 
was a saw mill. He there engaged in milling for 
several years and then moved to Sandisfield, Mass., 


removed to 


where he carried on merchandising, but the busi- 
ness proved unsuccessful and was closed out in 
1833. About that time Sidney A. established 
himself in mercantile business at Hoosic Falls, N. 
Y., and in 1834, the father and the rest of the 
family followed. The succeeding autumn Joel 
Sage started for the West with the hope of better- 
ing his fortunes. The next winter he spent in 
Lenox, Ohio with his brother-in-law, Levi French, 
and in the spring of 1835 went to Chicago,then only 
a hamlet, where he met Capt. Gilbert Knapp who 
had but recently, on the back of a pony, come 
from the mouth of Root River, now Racine. Capt. 
Knapp, who had made a claim at the mouth of 
the river with a view of starting a town there, 
urged Mr. Sage to join him and take up a claim on 
the opposite side of the river from his own, and 
as an inducement offered the loan of the pony as a 
means of conveyance to that locality, he having 
made arrangements to go down on a vessel with a 
load of supplies and building material. Mr. Sage 
accepted the use of the pony and made his way to 
Racine. While en route, he spent the night pre- 


vious to reaching his destination with a Mr. E. 
Weed, who had made a claim to what is now known 
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as the N. D. Fratt farm, and the following day made 


his way to the mouth of the river, having to reach: 


the lake shore at a point at about the foot of 
Eighteenth Street, there being no road then cut 
through the woods on the school section. 


lying on the west side of the river and containing 
one hundred and seven acres, where he erected a cab- 
in. His claim was subsequently contested, but by 
prompt and decisive action he maintained his rights 
and perfected his title. On the 7th of February,1836, 
Mr. Sage was joined by his sons who had come 
West in company with two Hurlbut brothers, 
Lucius and James. In August of the same year 
his wife reached Racine, having come from Lenox, 
Ohio, in company with the Rev. Cyrus Nichols and 


tlearn whether 

or not the father brought home the washing. 
Judge Sage was an earnest Christian man, 

upright and honorable in all his dealings and his 


_ descendants have reason to revere the memory of 
Mr. Sage bought the claim to two fractional lots, 


family and was re-united with her husband from | 


whom she had been separated for nearly two years. 
Mr. Sage was appointed Territorial Judge and 
was known as Judge Sage during the remainder of 
his life. He was an old-line Whig in politics and 
was a strict Congregationalist, his wife being of 
the same faith. 

The Judge was peculiarly strict in observance of 


the Sabbath day, and astory is told of a funny expe- | 


rience he met with in the first days of his settle- 
ment at Sagetown through his forgetting the day 


of the week. He and his son Stephen H. had their | termined to seek his fortune in America, he bade 


clothes washed at the home of their relative, | 


Lucius Hurlbut, three miles distant in Mt. Pleas- 
ant, and 1t happened on Sunday morning that Mr. 
Sage, thinking it Saturday, told his son Stephen to 
do some chopping or splitting rails at a certain 
point in the timber, while he went after the linen. 
Stephen objected to the chopping on the ground 
that it was Sunday, but his father knew better and 
insisted on his getting to work, which he did. 
When Mr. Sage reached the Hurlbuts, his friends 
expressed great surprise at seeing him, as they 
knew it was not his way to visit on the Lord's 
Day. Explanations followed and Mr. Sage, being 
convinced that it was indeed Sunday, hastened 
home to stop Stephen from his violation of the 
Sabbath. As he approached the claim, his ears 
were shocked by the ringing strokes of that young 
man’s ax. Stephen ceased his labor on his father 
remarking “that he guessed he need not work any 


| York in 1876. 


the founder of their family in the great West. 
His death occurred in September, 1840, only a few 
years after locating in Racine and while compara- 
tively young, being only fifty-eight years of age. 
Mrs.Sage, who proved an estimable wife and mother, 
survived her husband twenty-seven years, dying 
at the age of eighty-two. 


SPA KB 
LFRED GROSVENOR, deceased, who was 


uN 
el one of the leading business men of 
R (Bb Kenosha, was born in Leek, Staffordshire, 
England, January 14, 1846, and was a son 
of Wilham and Emma A.Grosvenor, also natives 
of the same country. In their family were nine 
children, but our subject is the only one who ever 
ventured across the ocean. His education was 
acquired in his native land and he learned the 
trade of gardener at Trenton Hall, England, 
becoming an expert in that line. Having de- 


good-bye to home and friends and sailed for New 
For several succeeding years he 
engaged in traveling as a professional gardener, 
and at length took up his residence in Kenosha, 
On September 28, 1881, Mr. Grosvenor was 
united in marriage with Miss Elizabeth Ludwig, 
a native of Kenosha County, born in the town 
of Brighton, April 10, 1858, and a daughter of 


| William and Mary (Walter) Ludwig. A family of 


four children was born to our subject and his 
wife as follows: Lewis R., William L., Rose E., 
and Alfred C. 

For seven years Mr. Grosvenor was employed as 
gardener by Z. G. Simmons. In March 1885, he 
embarked in business in the city of Kenosha, 
keeping a general restaurant and also carrying 
a full line of cigars, tobacco, confectionery and 
fruits. In connection with this he was agent for 
the Wheeler & Wilson Sewing Machines. He was 


rr PP ͤö»é?W Sa ee 


quite. ene in his ee and in his | mands of the South. 


business prospered. He continued it until his 
death, which occurred on May 1, 1888. He was a 
member of the Odd Fellow's Society and Royal 
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Arcanum, Three times he crossed the ocean, but | 
was well content to make his home in his adopted 


country. His wife, who survives him, has since 
her husband’s death, carried on the business and 
displays considerable ability in the management of 
affairs. She is a lady well and favorably known 
throughout the community for her many excellen- 
cies of character. 


«00 


OL. WILLIAM LAWRENCE UTLEY, de- 
ceased, was born in Monson, Mass., July 10, 
1814, and was a son of Hamilton Utley, a 
woolen manufacturer, who was a descendant of 
Alexander Hamilton. When four years of age our 
subject removed with his parents to Ohio, and set- 
tled twenty miles east of Cleveland. He was 
reared in the woods of the Buckeye State and was 
educated by his father who was a college-bred man. 
After remaining in Ohio until he had attained his 
majority, he went to the Empire State and tried to 
perfect his education. He had an uncle who was a 
dancing-master and as our subject was .something 
of a vivlinist he played for him during the win- 
ter seasons and in the summers studied portrait 
painting. 

In New York, July 11, 1839, Mr. Utley married 
Miss Louisa Wing and with his wife came to Ra- 
cine in 1844. Here he engaged in work at his 
chosen art, also taught a dancing school and for a 
number of years was proprietor of the Racine 
House. When the Free-soil party sprang into exis- 
tence he identified himself with it and afterward 
joined the Republican party, by which he was 
elected the first Marshal of Racine. In 1850, he 
was elected to the Legislature and again in 1851. 
The following year he was appointed Adjutant- 
General of the State by Gov. Randall and until 
1860, held various positions of public trust. In 


k 


that year he was elected to the State Senate and 
rendered most effective service in opposing the de- 


24 
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In 1861, he WAS SES ap- 
pointed Adjutant-General, an important position, 
owing to the Civil War. When he entered office 
there was scarcely a soldier in the State but ere six 
months had elapsed he had thirty thousand in the 
field and received a complimentary letter from 
President Lincoln on account of his energetic 
action. Upon the election of Gov. Harvey he 
resigned as Adjutant-General and again took his 
seat in the Senate, 

At the close of the session. Mr. Utley received a 
Colonel’s commission from Gov. Solomon with 
orders to raise a-regiment in ten days, a seemingly 
impossible task, but within the required time he 
reported at Madison with men enough for two 
regiments. He was given command of the Twenty- 
second Wisconsin Infantry, was mustered into the 
United States Service, September 2, 1862, and left 
the State on the 16th with orders to go to Cincin- 
nati, Ohio, to assist in driving Kirby Smith and 
Gen. Bragg out of Kentucky. On the 22nd they 
crossed the river and took position in the entrench- 
ments three miles south of Covington, to the left 
of Ft. Mitchell, where they remained until October 
7, and then marched to Camp Smith, on Lexington 
Pike, where they joined Gen. Burbridge's Brigade. 
The regiment continued to move every few days, 
first to Camp Gilmore then to Eagle Creek, then to 
Georgetown and on to Lexington, where they re- 
mained six days, and on the 31st of October, they 
were assigned to the First Brigade. The experi- 
ences of the Twenty-Second in Kentucky in 1862 
were of such a character as to cause much attention 
and comment at the time. The order to return 
fugitives from slavery who came into camp was 
repugnant to the Colonel and his men. In response: 
to an order Col. Utley refused to be instrumental 
in returning the colored people to their masters. 
Judge Robertson of Louisville, Ky., had a dwarf 
negro whom he hired to an Irishman for a sum 
never received. The Irishman became vexed at 
the tricks of the negro and tried to whip the bad- 
ness out of him but the dwarf ran away and lived 
on nuts and other such food as he could obtain in 
the woods until he came to the Colonel’s regiment. 
By this time the negro had not enough clothes 
upon him to make a gun wad. When the Judge 
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came after him he was told by the Colonel that he 
could go if he wished but he did not. As the 
Twenty-Second marched through Louisville the 
citizens tried to take the negroes who had sought 
refuge with them, but putting the slaves in the 
midst of the columns and marching with fixed 
bayonets they got op board the boat. The Colonel 
was indicted, and at the close of the war, was tried 
in Milwaukee and a judgment of $800 rendered 
against him which the Government paid for him. 
The regiment went to Nashville and on the 3d of 
March, was ordered to make reconnoisance At 
Spring Hill, Tenn., the Twenty-Second was under 
Col. Cohurn who had charge of four regiments of 
infantry, a battery of six guns and five hundred 
cavalry. and about four miles from the city they 
met the enemy, the rebel battery opening fire upon 
the advance Union force. After a short skirmish 
Coburn silenced the enemy who abandoned their 
position and retired. The next morning he again 
advanced but the rebels avoided him until he 
reached the vicinity of Thompson’s Station, when 
the Union forces were assailed at the same moment 
from three different points. The supports of 


the Confederates were concealed in the timber | 


in the rear of the guns. Coburn, with his regi- 
ments on the right, charged upon the enemy’s 
guns but was driven back. The Twenty-Second 
Wisconsin and the Tenth Michigan, forming the 
left wing of the brigade, were attacked by the 
enemy and the other two regiments were again 
engaged. By this time the rebel force had been so 


discovered as to show Col. Coburn that he was | 
outnumbered. It is stated that he gave an order | 


for the Twenty-Second Wisconsin to fall back to 
protect the train in the rear but Coburn declares 
that he never gave such order. Whatever the order 


was only a portion of the Twenty-Second under | 


Lieut. Col. Bloodgood moved to the rear, the cen- 


ter and left remaining with Col. Utley and ad- | 


vancing against the enemy, fighting gallantly and 


desperately until the last, their stalwart commander | 
taking a musket and doing valiant service. ‘The | 
force under Coburn was at last compelled to sur- | 


render, the enemy turning all their guns upon 


them, thus surrounded. Bloodgood with about | 
one hundred and fifty of the Twenty-Second, made | 


his escape and got back to camp but of the three 
hundred and sixty-three men who went out on 
this expedition all but one hundred and fifty were 
killed, wounded or taken prisoner. Among the 
latter was Col. Utley and eleven other commissioned 
officers. They were sent to Libby Prison, where 
they remained two months, when they were ex- 
changed May 5, 1862. Shortly after his release the 
Twenty-Second was re-organized at St. Louis and 
on the 12th of June, returned to the field. Col. 
Utley was in the battle of Thompson's Station, 
Lookout Valley near Dailas, Pine Knob, Lost 
Mountain, Kenesaw Mountain, Peach Tree Creek, 
Turner's Ferry and others of less importance, in 
all of which he distinguished himself by bravery 
and coolness. On the 3d of July, he resigned his 
commission on account of impaired health. Dur- 
ing his service he had his sword shot off and his 
hat riddled with bullets, his horse shot from under 
him, yet he never received a scratch. 

After being restored, Col. Utley and his son 
Hamilton purchased the Racine Journal, which 
they published for nine years. In 1869, he was 
appointed Postmaster of Racine and again in 1878, 
and soon after leaving that office he established 
the New Deal, a Greenback paper, which was sus- 
pended about two years later. In 1874, he started 
the Racine Times and the Utley Dollar Weekly, 
with which he was connected until his death. In 
1884, he was the Greenback candidate for Gov- 
ernor. For some thirty years he was interested in 
raising fast horses, of which he was a great ad- 
mirer. Socially he was a Mason for many years 
and was also a member of the Grand Army of the 
Republic. 

The death of Mrs. Utley occurred April 10, 1864; 
she had become the mother of three children but 
only one is now living, Hamilton, editor of the 
Racine Times. On February 22, 1866, the Colonel 
married Mrs. Sarah J. Wooster, daughter of Samuel 
and Judah (Howe) French, both natives of Con- 
necticut, where the mother died. The father spent 
his last days in Racine. Mrs. Utley is a native of 
Old Milford, Conn., though reared in Derby, where 
she married Dr. Daniel P. Wooster, also a native 
of the Nutmeg State. When a boy he came to 
Racine County with his parents, prepared for med- 
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ical college und BEER at the Eclectic Medical 


College of Cincinnati, Ohio. Returning to Con- 
necticut, he was married May 8, 1854, and the fol- 
lowing year took up his residence in Caledonia 
Township, Racine County. His health failing, he 
removed to Racine and was elected Clerk of the 
Board in 1860, holding the office for two years, 
and in 1862,he was commissioned Assistant Sur- 
geon of Col. Hague’s regiment. On account of 
his bealth he resigned and returning to Racine 
died January 16, 1864, at the age of thirty-five 
years, leaving one son, Park Wooster, who is now 
engaged in the book business in Racine. Dr. 
Wooster was a Mason and a member of the Epis- 
copal Church. Mrs. Utley holds membership with 
the Episcopal Church and by her second marriage 
has one son, William L., a journalist of Racine. 

Col. Utley was a member of the Old Settlers 
Society and one of the most honored citizens of 
Racine County. He died March 4, 1887. Since 
his incarceration in Libby Prison be had never 
enjoyed good health and death brought an end to 
his sufferings. He occupied many of the most 
prominent positions in the State, was a faithful 
soldier of the late war and held the highest place 
in the estimation of the people who mourned his 
loss more than many are mourned. 


ES: EDERICK W. BECKER. Kenosha has 
K many young men of whom she may weil be 
proud for the prominent position they 
have taken in business, political and professional 
life. Among these should be mentioned the gen- 
tleman whose name heads this sketch, the junior 
member of the firm of Hansen & Becker, furniture 
dealers and undertakers of Kenosha. A native of 
this city, born October 14, 1865, he is also a worthy 
representative of one of the early pionecr families. 
His parents, Frederick and Wilhelmina (Bowman) 
Becker, were natives of Germany, and the year 
1852 witnessed the father’s emigration to America, 
and saw him located in Kenosha County, where he 
has since made his home. His wife crossed the 
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ocean in 1858, — settled in Waukegan, Til. 
They were married on this side of the ocean, He 
began working at blacksmithing and woodwork, 
which he has followed continously since. He is 
now actively engaged in the manufacture of car- 
riages and wagons and is doing a general black- 
smithing business. Among the well-known and 
influential citizens he is numbered, and also ranks 
among the old settlers of the county. In 1891, 
he was called upon to mourn the loss of his wife, 
who died on the 2d of February, in the faith of 
the Methodist Church, of which she was a consist- 
ent member. He also is a Methodist in religious - 
belief,and in politics isa Republican. The Becker 
family numbered eight children, but only four are 
now living—Edward, a blacksmith; Frederick of 
this sketch; Mary, wife of Charles Hansche, an em- 
ploye of the Chicago Brass Works; William, de- 
ceased; Frank resides at Phoenix, Ariz.; Charles at 
home; George and Minnie both deceased. 

The common schools afforded our subject the 
educational advantages which he received and un- 
der his father’s direction he learned the black- 
smith’s trade, Later on, he worked in the Keno- 
sha tannery for three years and on going to Mil- 
waukee was employed as shipping clerk about a 
year,and salesman some two years and collector for 
a year in the general house furnishing store of Fred 
W. Schneck. Returning to Kenosha that year he 
purchased an interest of Alex Huck in the busi- 
ness now represented by Hansen & Becker. Theirs 
is one of the largest, finest and best appointed fur- 
niture stores in the city and they do a satisfactory 
business, having won a liberal share of the public 
patronage through courteous treatment and fair 
and honest dealing. 

On the 5th of June, 1890, Miss Amelia Temple- 
man dropped her maiden name and assumed that 
of Becker. The lady was born in Germany, No- 
vember 14, 1863, and is the daughter of Gottlieb 
and Marie (Dambrecht) Templeman, of Germany, 
who became pioneer settlers of Kenusha. Unto Mr. 
and Mrs. Becker was born a daughter, Edith Marie, 
who died at the age of seven months. They are 
both members of the German Methodist Church 
and are widely and favorably known in the commu- 
nity where they make their home. Mr. Becker 1s 
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an aggressive Republican, pa in the support 
of the party principles, although he has never 
souglit or desired public office for himself. Soci- 
ally he is a member of the Knights of Pythias. 
An enterprising young man he is making his own 
way in the world by his own efforts and has al- 
ready gained an enviable position and reputation 
among his fellow-citizens. 


> EEEH E 


Y| OHN JAEGER, deceased, was a native of 
Prussia, Germany, born on the 1st of May, 
1826. His parents, Peter and Lena (Smith) 
Jaeger, were also natives of Prussia. The 
mother died when our subject was only three years 
old. He was the older of two children, and his 
sister, Margaret, is also deceased. The days of his 
boyhood and youth were spent in his natiye land 
and on the 8th of February, 1853, he was united 
in marriage with Annie M. Miller, who was born 
in Prussia, January 24, 1829, and is the daughter 
of John and Margaret (Turnis) Miller. In the 
Miller family were five children—John, who is 
now living in Prussia; Annie, wife of our subject; 
Nicholas, now deceased; Mattie, whose home is in 
Iowa; and Mary, a resident of Lowa. 

As before stated the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. 
Jaeger was celebrated February 8, 1853, and six 
days later they left their native land for America, 
crossing the Atlantic in a sailing-vessel, which after 
a vuyage of fifty-three days reached the American 
coast. In the latter part of April they arrived in 
Milwaukee, where they resided for twelve years, 
during which time Mr. Jaeger worked at the ma- 
son's trade, which he had learned in his native 
land, having served a seven years’ apprenticeship 
to thesame. During the progress of the late war 
he was twice drafted for service but sent substi- 
tutes in his stead. In 1865, he came to Kenosha 
with his family, and here carried on a boarding- 
house until his death, which occurred March 15, 
1878. He lived a quiet and unassuming life that 
won him the respect of those who knew him. In 
religious belief he was a Catholic and in political 
sentiment he was a Democrat. 
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Unto Mr. and Mrs. Jaeger was born a family of 
four children—Frank, now at home; Minnie, wife 
of John Germershausen, a foreman of Milwaukee 
Harvester Works; Herman; and Johnnie, a musi- 
cian, at home. Mrs. Jaeger still makes her home 
in Kenosha, where she has now lived for more 
than a quarter of a century. Her husband was a 
self-made man who by his own efforts gained all 
that he possessed. He came to this country with 
the hope of benefiting his financial condition nor 
was his hope unfulfilled. He kept a popular 
bourding-house in Kenosha and many will remem- 
ber him who partook of his hospitality. In all his 
efforts he was ably assisted and seconded by his 
wife. 


=== 


( te at-law and a member of the firm of Palmer 
NJ & Gittings, is a worthy representative of 
one of the early settlers of Racine County—Will- 
iam Gittings, whose record will be found on an- 
other page of this work. The subject of this sketch 
was born in Caledonia Township, on the 29th of 
October, 1862, and until sixteen years of age he 
diveded his time between farm labors and attend- 
ance at the country schools, where he acquired the 
rudiments of an education. Later he became a 
student in the Racine Academy and was graduated 
therefrom in 1881. In his early life the legal pro- 
fession had attractions for him, but it was some 
years before he gave his energies wholly to that 
work, as other interests necessarily engrossed his 
attention. 

In 1883 Mr. Gittings went to Faulk Couuty, 
S. Dak., where he entered a claim, spending the 
summers there and teaching during the winter sea- 
sons in the schools of Racine County. He was 
one of the pioneers of Faulk County and was a 
delegate to one of the first county Republican 
conventions there held. Returning to Racine, he 
commenced to read law with the firm of Fuller & 
Fuller. In the meantime he spent a year in Racine 


(E HRISTOPHER C. GITTINGS, Jr., attorney- 


College, to hetter fit himself for the profession which 
he wished to make his life work. 


On examination, 


_PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUN. 


523 


be was admitted to the Bar in Deceiber; 1889, 1 Piper, p. D.. rector of St. ye s sopas Church 


and it goes without saying that it is an honor to 


| 


any young man to be able to pass the examination 


and beadmitted to the Bar ın Wisconsin. However, 
he had devoted himself assiduousiy to his studies, 
and a thorough preparation won him success. 

In 1890 Mr. Gittings became associated with the 
law firm of Fuller & Fife, of Racine, remaining 
with those gentlemen until the month of January, 
1891, when he formed the existing partnership with 
Walter C. Palmer, and the firm assumed the title of 
Palmer & Gittings. This is accounted one of the lead- 
ing law firms of Racine, and its reputation has been 
well won. 


man, and the county has reason to be proudof him | 


as one of her sons. He is now enjoying a practice 
which many an older lawyer might well envy. 


{——- 5s +e 


ALLACE EASSON, photographer and 
crayon artist doing business at No. 
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| of Racine. 


The lady was born in Helsten, Corn- 
wall, England, and is a daughter of John and Eliz- 
abeth Millstead. With her parents she left her na- 
tive land and came to America in 1872, the family 
residing in the town of Yorkville, Racine County, 
Wis. Uuto Mr. and Mrs. Easson have been born 
five children but only two are now living. James, 


the eldest, died at the age of nine months; William 


and Elmer, aged six and cight years, are at home. 
The two youngest children were both named Wal- 
lace. The elder of the two died at the age of one 


and a half years and the second of the name died 
The subject of this sketch is a self-made | 


at about the same age. 

Mr. Easson exercises his right of franchise in 
support of the Republican party but has never 
been a politician in the sense of office seeking. He 


| isa Presbyterian in his religious views, while his 
— , 


| wife is a member of the Episcopal Church. 
| Racine Lodge, No. 18, A. F. & A. M. 


Monument Square in Racine, is a native | 
of the city in which he still makes his home, his 


birth having occurred on the 7th of April, 
His family is one of the pioneer families of Racine 
and his father, Capt. James Easson, the present 
City Marshal is n well known and popular lake cap- 
tain whose sketch is given on another page of this 
work. 

Our subject was reared in Racine and acquired 
his education in her public schools. When sixteen 
years of age he began learning photography. He 
also made a study of crayon portrait work and is a 


1860. | manner and he gives much attention to making 


With 
, he holds a 
membership and also belongs to the National Un- 
ion, an insurance order. Mr. Easson isa popular 
artist who keeps abreast with all improvements in 
his line and does excellent work in all styles of his 
art. His studio is fitted up in the most approved 


large crayon portraits, in which he has won an en- 
viable reputation. He has secured the confidence 
and well wishes of all with whom business or 
social relations have brought him in contactand isa 


+ well-known citizen of Racine, his native city. 


proficient artist in that line as well as an expert 


photographer. In March, 1887, he began business 
for himself in his present line in company with 
his twin brother Walter and Mr. P. Leonard, under 
the firm name of Easson Brothers & Co. A year 
later his brother withdrew from the firm and in 
June, 1891, Mr. Easson bought his partner's inter- 
est, since which time he has conducted the business 
alone. 

On the 31st of June, 1880, our subject was uni- 
ted in marriage with Miss Emily A. Millstead, the 
ceremony being performed by the Rev. Arthur 


EV. ROBERT THOMAS ROBERTS, pastor 
of the Welsh Presbyterian Chuch of Racine, 
was born in Cambria, Columbia County. Wis., 
on the 29th of October, 1851. His father, 
the Rev. Thomas H. Roberts, was born in Carnar- 
vonshire, Wales, was educated for the ministry in 
his native country and in 1844 emigrated to Amer- 
ica. On reaching this country he came direct to 
Wisconsin and settled in Cambria, where he was 
joined in wedlock with Maria Parry, the mother of 
our subject. She was also a native of Carnarvon- 
shire, and came to America a few years after her 
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occurred when Robert Thomas was but four years 
old. Mr. Roberts's father was an active and in- 


in Wisconsin, and attained to much 
among his people. He was pastor of the Racine 
Church, where his son is now in charge, in 1860 
and 1861, and for twenty-two years was pastor of 


the church of his people near Cambria, Wis., where | 
he was greatly beloved and revered for his noble | 


life. His death occurred on the 24th of April, 


1880, after a faithful service of thirty-five years | 
@ HARLES C. BROWN, holds the position of 


duration for the Master. 


The subject of this sketch was reared under the | 


parental roof. His early literary training 


with the degree of B. $. 


he spent as a student in the Lane Theological 
Seminary of Cincinnati, and was ordained a min- 
ister of the English Presbyterian Church in Cam- 
bria, Wis.,in June 1882, by the Madison Presbytery. 
He was then assigned to the church of that place, | 


(where his father had so long been known and in 
charge of a neighboring church) and after a service 


1886, to the position of Superintendent of the 


State Public Sehools for dependent children at | Frank L., is Secretary of the Stover & Walker 


Sparta, which he filled with marked success for five | 


years, during which time he had an average of two 
hundred and thirty children under his care. 


superintendents and Mr. Roberts retired. He then 
accepted his present position,to which he was called 
by the unanimous call of his congregation and 
entered upon his duties as pastor of the Welsh 
Presbyterian Church of Racine, on the 1st of Au- 
gust, 1891. 


Miss Maggie A. Hughes, the wedding being cele- 
brated on the 11th of May, 1881. The lady is a 


native of Wisconsin, her birth having occurred in | trade for two years under the firm 


| Simmons & Brown. The partnership, which had 


Cambria, and is a daughter of Thomasand Mary 
Hughes. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Roberts has been 
born an interesting family of three children, all 


daughters—Maria Valentine, Dora Mary and Han- | 


was | 
supplemented by a course in Ripon College, from | 
which he graduated in the class of June, 1879, | 
The following three years | 


ALBUM. 


bria, as were their parents, Mr. Roberts is reputed 


an abie and popular minister in his native town, 
fluential minister of the Welsh Presbyterian Church | 


popularity | 


contrary tothe adage which says “A prophet is 
never without honor save in his own country,“ 
and enters upon his duties in Racine with popular 
opinion, among his people, very strongly in his 
favor. 


A 


cashier in the First National Bank of 
v Kenosha, Wis. He is the oldest of four 
children born unto Charles C., and Katharine 
(Lampson) Brown, who were among the eariy 
settlers of this city, which was then called South- 
port, having emigrated from Ogdensburg, N. Y. 
The father engaged in the retail trade in Kenosha 


until 1858, when he removed to Milwaukee, and 


there continued the same business until his death, 


| which occurred very suddenly at Eau Claire, Wis., 


in 1879. His wife, who was a consistent member 


| of the Episcopal Church, passed away in Kenosha 
of six years as pastor at Cambria, he was appoint- | 


ed by the State Board of Supervision, in October, | 


in 1882. Their children are all living and are 
respected members of society. The second in 
order of birth is Mrs. H. K. Brooks, of Chicago; 


Manufacturing Company, of Portland, Ore.; and 


| Mrs. E. W. Shipley, is also living in Portland. 
The | 
change of administration resulted in a change of | 


Charles C. Brown is the only one now identified 


with the interests of Kenosha County. He was 


born in the city of Kenosha, May 20, 1854, re- 


ceived a good practical education in the public 


| schools of his native city and Milwaukee, and also 


attended an academy in the latter place, Having 


returned to Kenosha in 1868, he secured a position 


as clerk with Rouse Simmons, in whose employ he 
Mr. Roberts was married in Cambria, Wis., with | 


remained some seven years, at the expiration of 
which time he and Gilbert H. Simmons, purchased 
the stock of his employer aud were associated in 


title of 


been mutually pleasant, having been dissolved, Mr. 
Brown was for ten years a partner in the mercan- 
tile business with Seth Doan, the pioneer merchant 
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of does ort In 1890 dei their par aad 
good will to William Fisher, and Mr. Brown „was 
elected Cashier of the First National Bank. At 
the time he was not a stockholder in the bank, but 
his genial disposition and superior business ability, 
especially fitted him for the place. It is not too 
much to say that he comes as near having no 
enemies as one can, who has dealt with the public 
for twenty-two years. 

The first service performed in the new Episco- 
pal Church of Kenosha, celebrated the marriage of 
Mr, Brown and Miss Minnie B. Doan, daughter of 
Seth Doan, the ceremony being performed May 31, 
1877. Of that church Mr. and Mrs. Brown are 
members. Their union has been blessed with one 
daughter, Edith M. 

In political matters, Mr. Brown is independent, 
casting his vote for men and measures, rather 
than for any political party. On social, political 
and religious questions, he is a broad-gauge man, 
and to every worthy undertaking, he contributes 
liberally. He has the satisfaction of knowing that 
his financial, business and social standing has not 
been inherited or acquired by pandering to popu- 
lar whims, but is the reward of right living and 
doing. 


$$ SE SP 


r—=DWIN A. EDDY, deceased, was born in 
Williamstown, Mass., on the 5th of April, 
Lg 1812, and was a son of Alanson Eddy. 
With his parents when only three years oldhe went 
to Cleveland, Ohio, the journey being made by 
wagon and after attaining his majority, he was 
united in marriage in Portage County, that 
State, on the 12th of August, 1848, to Miss Ann 
P. Spires, a native of Buckinghamshire, England, 
and a daughter of John and Rebecca (Parker) 
Spires, who crossed the ocean in 1832, and settled 
in Deerfield, Ohio, where the mother died, and the 
father still lives, being now in his ninety-first 
year. 
When quite a young boy, Mr. Eddy showed 
considerable talent for building and learned the 
cabinet maker's trade. He also made many fine 
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ER de that day; After Bl 1 marriage =“ re- 
moved to Cleveland and accepted the position of 
pattern maker in the Cleveland & Pittsburg Rail- 
road shops, where he remained until 1854, when he 
was called to Racine to take charge of the shops of 
the old Racine & Mississippi Railroad, which were 
then located in an old tannery. When he got out 
the first platform truck car, the old cannon was 
brought out-and fired. Through all the changes 
of the road he retained his position as master car- 
builder and was thus serving at the time of his 
death. He was an expert mechanic, thoroughly 
familiar with the business in all its details and his 


long retention in one position indicates his fidelity 


andthe confidence reposed in him by his employers. 

In his social relations, Mr. Eddy was a Knight 
Templar Mason, belonging to Racine Lodge, No. 
18, A. F. & A. M., Orient Chapter, No. 12, R. A. M., 
and Racine Commandery, No. 7, K. T. In politics 
he was a warm advocate of Republican prineiples 
but declined ail offices, preferring to devote his 
undivided attention to his business. Both he and 
his wife were members of the Episcopal Church. 
He died March 8, 1884, respected by all who knew 
him. 

In their family was one son, George Leon Eddy, 
who was born in Cleveland, Ohio, May 10, 1854, 
and the same year was brought by his parents to 
Racine. In the public schools and High School of 
the city he was educated and when seventeen years 
of age he entered upon his business career in a 
clerical capacity in the old Western Union Railroad 
office in Racine. When the St. Paul Railroad Com- 
pany took possession of the Western Union, he 
went to Milwaukee in its employ in 1879. Two 
years later he accepted a position as book-keeper 
in the collection department of the J. I. Case 
Threshing Machine Company, which he has filled 
continuously since, or for a period of ten consecu- 
tive years. 

In Racine, on the 12th of December, 1878, Mr. 
Eddy was united in marriage with Amelia Kather- 
ine Bliss, who was born in this city on the 10th of 
of July, 1855, and is a daughter of Charles F. and 
Katherine (Closs) Bliss, whose sketch appears else- 
where in this work. Mr. and Mrs. Eddy attend 
the Episcopal Church and both are representatives 


= 


of early families of this county. 
affiliations he is a Republican and is a Knight 
Templar Mason, belonging to the Blue Lodge, 
Chapter and Commandry in which his father held 
membership. 


UGH MINNIS, 


the 


in 
operation of one hundred and sixty acres of 


who is engaged 


rich farming land on section 10, Salem 


K 2 
County since 1852. Scotland is the land of his 
birth and it was on the 17th of May, 1837, that he 
first opened his eyes to the light of day. His 
father, James Minnis, was born on a British man- 
of-war in the Denmark waters in the year 1809, 
and died February 28, 
brothers, namely: Samuel, James, John and George. 
He received a common-school education, after 
which he learned the weaver's trade. On the 14th 
of April, 1829, he was united in marriage with 
Miss Jane Grozette, daughter of Samuel and 
Martha Grozette, both of whom were natives of 
Scotland. Eight children grace the union of Mr. 
and Mrs. Minnis—James, Samuel, Joseph, George, 
Hugh, William, Isabella and Charles. 

The father of this family emigrated to America 
in 1849, and after eight weeks spent upon the 
bosom of the Atlantic, landed at New York City. 
By way of Canal and the Great Lakes, he made his 
way to Racine, from where he started out in search 
of employment. Walking to Burlington, he there 
hired as a farm hand, working as such for a year, 
when, in 1850, attracted by the discovery of gold 
in California, he joined a party en route for that 
State. The journey wasa long and tedious one, 
consuming three months. They first halted at a 
little mining village, then known by the name of 
Hangtown and from thence went into the mines. 
Mr. Minnis remained in the gold fields for three 
years and his trip was a successful one financially. 


| 


In his political | 
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this constitutes tho farm on wiiteh pan is — living. 
Mr. Minnis is now eighty-three years of age and is 
numbered among the honored and respected citi- 
zens of the community. He holds membership 
with the Methodist Church and in politics is a 


| supporter of the Republican party. 


Township, has been aresident of Kenosha | 


1892 and was one of four | 


.The Republican party finds in Mr. 


Hugh Minnis now owns the homestead farm. 
His early boyhood days were spent in his native 
land and at the age of thirteen, he came with the 
family to America. He acquired a fair education 
in the public schools, which he attended until six- 
teen years of age during the winter months, while 
in the summer he labored in the operation of- the 
home farm. He afterward learned the molder’s 
trade but agriculture has been his principal pursuit 
through life and he is recognized as one of the 
leading, enterprising and progressive farmers of 
Salem Township. He is a widc-awake business 
man and a glance at his home indicates his careful 
management. 

On the 22d of May, 1861, Mr. Minnis led to 
the marriage altar Miss Emma, daughter of John 
and Elizabeth (Herrod) Saville, both of whom 
were natives of England. Five children have been 
born of their union, one son and four daughters— 
Isabella, Edith, William, Nellie and Emma. The 
family is well and favorably known throughout 
this community and in social circles ranks high. 
Minnis a sup- 
porter and with the Odd Fellows Lodge he holds 


| membership. 


He returned to Wisconsin in 1853 and soon after- | 


ward purchased eighty acres of land on section 10, 
Salem Township, to which he afterward added a 


one hundred-acre tract on the same section and | 


While the father of our subject (James) was in 
California he sent for his family, who came to 
Kenosha, in 1852, where they remained until his 
return from California. 


Wis., is the oldest existing financial insti- 

tution in the county and one among the 
early established National Banks in the State. It 
was successor to the old City Bank of Kenosha. 
The organization of the First National Bank was 
effected in January, 1864, with a capital of $50,000, 
which has never been changed. The first officers 


6" FIRST NATIONAL BANK, of Kenosha, 
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chosen were Thomas Pricture, President; R. B. 
Towslee, vice-President and E. G. Durant, cashier. 
The first board of directors consisted of ‘Thomas 
Pricture, R. B. Towslee, E. C. Brown, F. H. Head 
and E. G. Durant. Mr. Pricture died in 1867, 
and was succeeded in office by B. F. Aldredge, who 
in turn was succeeded January 27, 1871, by Z. G. 
Simmons, the incumbent president. In the office 
of cashier several changes have occurred, E. G. 
Durant continued from 1864 until 1866; G. A. 
Burbank, from 1866 until 1867; John H. Vermilye, 
from 1867 until 1878; L.G. Merrill, from 1878 un- 
til 1888; G. M. Simmons, from 1888 until 1890, 
when upon the death of Mr. Simmons, Charles C. 
Brown was called to the cashiership. 

The present officers are Z. G. Simmons, President; 
F. Robinson, vice-President; Charles C. Brown, 
cashier and William P. Robinson, assistant cashier. 
It goes without saying that the affairs of this bank 
have been well managed and it may be seen from 
the fact that it has accumulated a surplus of $25,- 
000 and undivided profits of $30,000. 


OSEPH MILLER is one of the oid settlers as 
well as one of the prominent manufacturers 
3 | in this manufacturing city of Racine. The 
Sy record of his life is interesting and instruc- 
tive as itshows what an honest, industrious and 
persevering young man can accomplish without 
wealth or the assistance of influential friends. His 
father, Reiner Miller, was a native of Rhenish Prus- 
sia, Germany. where his mother, Elizabeth Miller, 
was also born. In 1847, with their five children, 
they crossed the Atlantic to this country and set- 
tled in Racine, where the parents died at the ages 
of eighty-four and eighty years respectively. Their 
children were as follows—Joseph of this sketch; 
Margaret, wife of William Peil, a resident of Mil- 
waukee; Henry J. who is represented on another 
page of this work; Constantine who was drowned 
in the Mississippi River in 1855; Clara, wife of C. 
T. Schweitzer, a member of the firm of J. Miller 
de Co.; and Rev. William G., a Catholic priest 
located at Waukesha. 


Joseph Miller was born in Niederzer, Rhenish 
Prussia, Germany, August 8, 1832. His education- 
al advantages were snch as the average German 
lad received in those days. In 1847, being then 
fifteen years of age, he came with his parents to 
the United States, reaching Racine on the 10th of 
November of that year. The next spring he ap- 
prenticed himself to McDonald & Roby to learn 
the shoemaker's trade, and having completed his 
apprenticeship, he worked as journeyman and fore- 
man uutil the fall of 1857, when he purchased the 
stock of his employer, using what little means he 
had and drawing on his credit for the balance. 
By pushing his business to the utmost capacity, he 
succecded in building up his trade and by faith- 
fully fulfilling his obligations strengthened his 
credit both at home and abroad. In a few years he 
found himself occupying one of the large stores in 
the old Titus Block at the head of the retail boot 
and shoe trade in Racine. But no sea is without 
its breakers. On the 5th of January, 1866, a disas- 
trous fire sweptaway a portion of the city. The 
Titus Block, supposed to be fire-proof went up in 
flame and smoke and with it the product of many 
years of toil and privation for Mr. Miller. Though 
financially crippled, he managed to continue his 
business butin a smaller way. Prior to his loss by 
fire, he had been manufacturing to some extent 
and doing something of a wholesale business. In 
1870, he admitted to partnership A. G. Peil, who 
had beena clerk in his employ. The purpose of 
Mr. Miller was to devote himself exclusively to 
manufacturing as soon as his circumstances would 
allow. In view of that fact he sold his interests 
in the store in 1872 tohis partner and embarked 
in the manufacture of boots and shoes. For three 
years he labored hard, introducing his goods with 
no visible profits. The business thus established, 
he admitted to partnership in 1875 two gentlemen 
who had been in his employ, respectively as fore- 
man and bookkeeper—Charles T. Schweitzer and 
Rush S, Adams, the latter having since withdrawn. 
The firm title adopted was the same as at present 
. Miller & Co. At first the trade increased 
slowly, butas the quality of the goods manufactur- 
ed became better known, the demand for them in- 
creased, From an annual business in 1873 of $40,000, 
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it has grown to $500,000. In 1875, the plant was 
removed to Dubuque, lowa, where Mr. Miller re- 
mained a year. A mistake was made in this 
removal. He found that Dubuque was not a 
manufacturing town and that skilled workmen 
were hard to secure and keep. A number of the 
leading business men of Racine talked it over and 
found they had made a mistake in letting as valu- 
able a business man and citizen as Mr. Maller go from 
their midst. They therefore offered him a building 
and grounds for his factory if he would return. 
The building still stands at the corner of Fourth 
and Lake streets and is yet owned by Mr. Miller. 
He paid for it long since, willing to accept it as a 
gift only until he could raise the means to purchase 
it. The wisdom of the business men in recalling 
Mr. Miller,as well as his decision to return, has 
been fully justified in the success hg made and in 
the benefit he has been tothe city and its business 
interests. The firm furnishes employment to three 
hundred twenty-five hands and the industry is 
one of the most important in the city. Mr. Miller 
is also president of the Racine Knitting Company 
and a director of the following—the Chicago Rub- 
ber Clothing Company, the Manufacturers Nation- 
al Bank, Racine Hotel Company and Racine Nail 
and Tack Company. 

On the 26thof October, 1854, in Racine, Mr. 
Miller wedded Miss Theresa Bauer, a native of 
Groetzinger, Baden, Germany, born December 15, 
1831. When sixteen years of age she accompanied 
her parents to the United States, locating in Mani- 
towoc, Wis., in May, 1851. Subsequently she 
came to Racine. Unto them have been born six 
children—W illiam who died at the age of five years; 
Elizabeth whose death occurred at the age of eight 
years; Frank J. who is a partner of his father and 
has charge of the office; Henry C. who is a mem- 
ber of the firm and superintendent of the mechani- 
cal department; George W. who is also a member 
of the firm and has charge of the shipping depart- 
ment; and Joseph F., an assistant in the mechani- 
cal department. 

Both Mr.and Mrs. Miller are members of the 
Catholic Church. Politically he is a Democrat and 
though not a politician has been honored with the 
following positions. He was Alderman ofthe Third 


Ward one term, Mayor of Racine in 1888, during 
which time the splendid system of water works was 
put on foot, and President of the Business Men's 
Association in 1889 and 1890. In all of his official 
al positions, he has proved faithful and efficient 
and by his many friends and acquaintances he is 
held in the highest regard as a man of sterling 
worth and integrity and a valued citizen. 
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Y EORGE H. DICKEY, who is associated with 
W. O'Harrow as manager of the A. P. 
2 Dickey Manufacturing Company, was born 
in Kenosha, Wis.. March 13, 1858. He received 
exceptionally good educational advantages and has 
been thereby well fitted for the duties of a practi- 
cal business life. After attending the schools of 
Janesville and Beloit he completed his literary ed- 
ucation in McMynn' Academy. Later he took a 
course of law at the State University at Madison 
and was graduated from that institution with the 
Class of 79. 

Thereupon, Mr. Dickey removed to North Dakota 
locating in Valley City, where he formed a law part- 
nership with Judge F. M. Fish, now of Racine. 
In 1879, though not yet of age, he was elected to 
the North Dakota Legislature. However he at- 
tained his majority before the Assembly convened, 
lt is more than probable that he is the youngest 
Representative that the United States has ever fur- 


| pished. The county of Dickey in that State was 


named in his honor, a fact which indicates his pop- 
ularity and the high regard in which he is held. 
He continued to practice law until 1886, when he 
abandoned that profession and came to Racine to 
engage in his present business, having since made 
his home in this city. 

In Fargo,.N. Dak., Mr. Dickey led to the mar- 
riage altar Miss Agnes Thompson, the wedding cer- 
emony being performed on the 26th of November, 
1885. The lady is a native of Michigan, and by 
their marriage has been born a daughter, Eliza- 


beth. 


In his political views Mr. Dickey is a Republican 
and exercises his right of franchise in support of 


the candidates of that warty. He is a veikin- 
formed man, both on political questions and other- 
wise. Socially he is an Odd Fellow and his wife is 
a member of the Presbyterian Church. - This young 
couple rank high in the social world, are held in 
high esteem by all who know them and although 
they have resided in Racine only a short period 
have already won many warm friends, Mr. Dickey 
is accounted one of the wide-awake and enterpris- 
ing young business men of the city, whose success 
in life is assured if he but continues to follow out 
the path which he has marked out. 


ER HARBRIDGE, has, with one 
P exception, engaged in the drug business 
in Racine longer than any other druggist 
in the city, and has thus become widely known to 
the public. He was born in Cheshire, England, 
June 19, 1837, and is a son of Joseph and Elizabeth 
(Lightfoot) Harbridge, botlı of whom were natives 
of the same county. By occupation his father was 
a farmer and engaged quite extensively in agricul- 
tural pursuits. 
April, 1838, at the age of fifty-five years and his 
wife died September 8, 1868, when about seventy- 
seven years of age, her birth having occurred July 
16,1791. Both were members of the Established 
Church of England. In their family were eleven 
children, five of whom are yet living. 

Our subject is the youngest child and the only 
one who crossed the Atlantic to America. The 
days of his boyhood and youth, however, were 
passed in his native iand and he acquired a good 
Englisheducation. He may truly be called a self- 
made man for he has made his own way in the 
world since he was fourteen years of age, at which 
time he was apprenticed to a druggist in Chester. 
He lived with his employer, receiving his board 
but had to clothe himself and pay for learning the 
business additional. His term of service at length 
having expired he followed his calling in Man- 
chester, Liverpool and London. The year 1864 
witnessed his emigration to America. Severing all 
business connection with the Old World he sailed 


His death occurred on the 28th of 
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for ew York ii ibamos went to aten W 
he secured a position ina drug store. His employer 
had acquired a half interest in a drug store in 
Racine and in November, 1864, sent Mr. Harbridge 
to this city to take charge of his share. The busi- 
ness was conducted on the site where our subject 
now has his own store. The firm changed several 
times but so acceptable were the services of Mr, 
Harbridge that he continued in the store through 
its various changes of Ownership. In 1872 he 
purchased a half interest in the business and some 
eight years later became sole proprietor. The 
building he also owns, having purchased it before 
he bought out the store. 

On the 15th of September, 1868, Mr. Harbridge 
wedded Miss Mary McRichie, the ceremony being 
performed in Racine. The lady was born Septem- 
ber 19, 1838, in Dundee, Scotland, and during 
her girlhood came with her parents to this-county. 
They have four children—George F., Delamere F., 
Stuart M. and Roy M. The political support of 
Mr. Harbridge is given to the Republican party. 
Mrs. Harbridge is a member of the Presbyterian 
Church and both are widely known throughout 
this community, having many friends among Ra- 
cine’s best citizens. For twenty-seven years Mr, 
Uarbridge has carried on business at No. 422 Main 
Street and is one of the most prominent druggists 
in the city. It took him only a short time to build 
up a good trade and a liberal patronage is yet ac- 
corded him. A pleasant event in his life occured 
in 1889, when he visited his old home in England 
and renewed many of his childhood’s acquaint- 
ances. 
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AVID PROSSER, who for forty-two years 
has resided in Kenosha County, is now liv- 
| ing a retired life in Silver Lake, enjoying 
the rest which he has so richly deserved. As he 
has a wide acquaintance throughout the community 
we feel assured that this record of his life will prove 
of interest to many of our readers, A native of 


Southern Wales, he was born March 4, 1822, and 
is a son of John and Ann (Bowen)Prosser, both 
of whom were natives of the same country. 


Their 


——— — 
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family numbered six children John, a farmer re- 
siding in Wales now deceased; Eliza, wife of 
Thomas Weil: Levia, wife of Lewis Watkins, a res- 
ident farmer of Wales; David our subject, and 
Thomas who is in Wales.; William, who follows 
farming in Herefordshire, England. 

David Prosser acquired a good education in his 
native land, attending school until seventeen years 
of age. The year 1850, witnessed his emigration 
to America. Bidding good-by to home and friends, 
he left the land of his nativity and crossed the 
briny deep to New York City, thence he came to 
Wisconsin by way of Albany, Buffalo and the 
Lakes. The vessel landed him at Southport and 
soon afterward he purchased forty acres of land on 
section 9, Salem Township, his limited resources 
preventing him from making a larger purchase. 
For three weeks his family lived in a log house 
with thatched roof until he could build their first 
house, which was a frame structure, 12x20 feet. 
With characteristic energy he began the develop- 
ment of the farm and had soon placed his land un- 
der the plow. In course of time it yielded to ‘him 
bounteous harvests and his financial condition was 
improved but though his career has been generally 
a prosperous one, in the early days there were 
many privations and hardships to be borne. A 
determined will and enterprise, however, overcame 
these and Mr. Prosser has now a competence which 
enables him to live a retired life. In 1888 he laid 
aside business cares and removed to the village of 
Silver Lake, where he now has a pleasant home. 
Ile still owns, however, his farm of 160 acres on 
section 9, Salem Township. 

On the 4th of December, 1849, Mr. Prosser was 
joined in wedlock with Miss Winnie F., daughter 
of Join and Elizabeth (Watkins) Price, and by 
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satisfaction of his constituents. He is a highly re- 
spected man who by his own efforts has worked 
his way upward from a humble position and there- 
fore deserves the greater credit for the success 
he has achieved in life. His friends are many, his 
enemies are few. 


CEL EOL 


PY) UFUS SMITH, deceased, was born in Fair- 
field County, Conn., April 26, 1819, and 
was one of three children who graced the 
YO) union of Joel and Nancy Smith, who 
were also natives of the Nutmeg State, and of 
English descent. Rufus, our subject is their eldest 
child; Phobia is now the wife of James Weeks, a 
farmer residing in Texas; and Julia, deceased. 

No event of special importance occurred during 
the boyhood days of our subject, which were 
passed in the usual manner of farmer Jads. In the 
snmmer months he worked upon the farm and in 
the winter season he attended school until twenty 
years of age, acquiring a fair knowledge of the 
English branches. In his twenty-third year he 
was united in marriage with Miss Julia A. Jessup, 
daughter of Jonathan and Sarah Jessup, both of 
whom were natives of Connecticut and were of 
English extraction. He took his young bride to 
the parental home, where they resided for a year, 
at the expiration of which time Mr. Smith engaged 
in teaching. He followed that profession for some 
time or until 1846, which year witnessed his ar- 
rival in the territory of Wisconsin. Hoping to 
better his financial condition he had come to the 
West to try his fortune on its broad prairies and 
settled in Salem Township, where he purchased 
eighty acres of partially improved land. Upon 


their union has been born a family of ten children:-~-tlket farm he made his home for seven years, de- 


John, now deceased; Ann Elizabeth, deceased; John 
A.; Mary L., deceased, Jennie, Lizzie, wife of F. 
S. Detenning; Mary who has also passed away; 
Winnie, Lincoln and David. 

In religious belief Mr. Prosser is a Methodist and 
belongs to the church in Salem. He supports the 
Republican party by his ballot and has held the 
office of Constable and Supervisor, discharging the 
duties of both with credit to himself and to the 


| 


voting his time and attention to its cultivation 
and then purchasing a quarter section of land that 
constitutes a part of the farm upon which his 
widow and his family yet reside. He labored hard 
and as his financial resources increased made ad- 
ditional purchases, from time to time until he 
owned at his death four hundred acres of fine land 
all in Salem Township, besides one hundred and 
sixty in Valley County, Neb. 
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The home of Mr. and Mrs. Smith was brightened path y, and he is numbered among the valued citi- 


by the presence of eleven children, but their first- 


born, Nelson, is now deceased. The other mem- 
bers of the family are, Emma, Ann, Jane, Seymour, 
Adeline, Frank, Harvey and George; the others 
are deceased. In political affiliations, Mr. 
Smith was a Republican but was never an active 
politician. of the 
Peace of his township for several years and was 
also Supervisor, His public and official duties he 
ever promptly and faithfully discharged and was 
alike true to every private trust. His excellencies 
of character were such as to win him high regard 
and his death was deeply lamented by many warm 
friends as well as his immediate family. He passed 
away August 12, 1886, and his remains were laid 
to rest in Salem Mound Cemetery. ‘Thus another 
honored pioneer was called to the home beyond, 
and each year they grow fewer who remain to us; 
but we can cherish their memory and remember 
with gratitude what they have done for the county 
and for us. 


his 


However he served as Justice 


| MA, ENRY DEBERGE, who is engaged in busi- 


2 ness in Kenosha, as the junior member of 
i, the firmof Pitts & DeBerge, dealers in 
6 paints, wall paper, stationery, etc., is a 
worthy representative of one of the pioneer fam- 
ilies of Kenosha County.- He was born in the 
town of Somers, on the 12th of December, 1866, 
and isa son of William and Sophia (Voisem) 
DeBerge, both of whom were natives of Germany. 
In early life they left the Fatherland and came to 
America, locating at Kenosha, Wis., where they 
were married in 1861. The father is now one of 
the most successful farmers of Somers Township, 
where he owns a beautiful home and farm that 
yields to him a golden tribute for the care and 
cultivation he bestows upon it. The more arduous 
duties of farm life, however, he «oes not perform, 
living practically retired. In politics, he is a 
stanch Democrat, and he and his wife are devout 
Catholics. A man of benevolent disposition, 
worthy enterprises receive his support and sym- 


zens of the community. Unto Mr. and Mrs. 
DeBerge were born eleven children, eight of 
whom are living at this writing, in the spring of 
1892. Peter makes his home in Chicago; Gotthardt 
also is a resident of that city; Henry is the next 
younger; Lewis is living in Chicago; John is at 
home; Lena is clerking in Racine; and Willie and 
Lizzie are still under the parental roof. 

Henry DeBerge reaped his early experiences in 
life from the farm, where his childhood days were 
passed midst play and work. He acquired his ed- 
ucation in the Catholic schools of Kenosha, which 
he attended until nineteen years of age, when he 
went to Chicago, where he took a course in book- 
keeping, penmanship, and mathematics. He fin- 
ished his studies in 1887, after which he remained 
in the city for four years, being employed as a 
salesman in a wall paper and stationery store. Re- 
turning to Kenosha on the expiration of that period, 
he purchased a half interest in the business of R. 
Griffiths, dealer in paints, wall paper and station- 
ery, and later the present firm of Pitts & DeBerge 
was established. These gentlemen are enterprising 
and successful business men,who are now enjoying 
a good trade. They possess the energy and wide- 
awake purpose which characterizes the American 
youth, and though a young man, Mr. DeBerge has 
already won an enviable place in business circles. 
In politics, he is a supporter of Democratic prin- 
ciples, and in religious belief is a Catholic. With 
the exception of the four years spent in Chicago, 
his entire life has been passed in Kenosha County, 
and those who have known him from boyhood are 
numbered among his stanchest friends. 


T= DGAR PENNOYER, President of the Pen- 

noyer Sanitarium Company, is one of the 
Au early settlers of Kenosha, having made that 
city his home for thirty-four years. Pennoyer is 
a French name, the progenitors of our subject 
having come to this country from France some 
two hundred and fifty years ago. His father, 
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Joseph, and his grandfather, Jonathan Pennoyer, 
were both farmers of Dutchess County, N. Y., 
where the former married Miss Anah Mason. Sub- 
sequently he emigrated with his family to Tomp- 
kins County, N. Y., where he and his wife passed 
the remainder of their days. 

Edgar Pennoyer is the sixth in order of birth in 
a family of nine children, three of whom are yet 
living. He was born in Tompkins County, N. Y., 
January 10, 1822, was reared to faim life and fol- 
lowed that calling until he came to the West. In 
Cayuga County, N. Y., he married Miss Huldah 
Weed, a native of that county, the marriage cere- 
mony being performed on the 10th of September, 
1845. Their union was blessed with three chil- 
dren—-Dr. N. A., a sketch of whom is given else- 
where in this work; G. M., a leading salesman in 
the employ of the J. V. Farwell Co.. of Chicago; 
and Alice, who is yet at home. The family are all 
members of the Episcopal Church. Their home is 
the abode of hospitality, and they rank high in 
social circles. s 

In 1857 Mr. Pennoyer came to Kenosha, where 
he has made his home continuously since. The 
work in which he has been engaged for nearly 
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thirty-four years, culminating in the sanitarium, | 


is of general interest, and deserves more than a 
passing mention. In 1858 Mr. Pennoyer became 
proprietor of the old Kenosha Water Cure, and as 
the years advanced, his resort became more widely 
known and more popular. In 1870 his son Dr. 
N. A. Pennoyer, became associated with him, and 
the two continued business under the original 
name until 1889, when the Pennoyer Sanitarium 


Company was incorporated with E. Pennoyer, as | 


President; G. M. Pennoyer, vice-President; and 
Dr. N. A. Pennoyer, as Secretary and treasurer. 
The ground selected for the institution contains 
seventy-five acres adjoining the northern city 
limits of Kenosha. A finer location could scarcely 
be found. 
drainage, the land gently slopes to the lake, which 
is abouttwo blocks distant, in unobstructed view. 


Sufficiently elevated to afford the best 


On the north and west is a delightful grove, | 


furnishing a splendid retreat from the sun’s 
scorching rays during the summer months. The 
new building just completed is large and roomy 


and is elegantly furnished. In architectural de- 
sign it is beautiful and is a model of convenience. 
Provided with artesian water, with a passenger el- 
evator, with bath rooms, heated by hot water, and 
lighted by gas, it is one of the most desirable re- 
sorts for invalids, or those desiring quiet and rest. 
to be found anywhere. Its homelike appointments 
and skillful management have made it deservedly 
popular, and guests from all of the 
country find here a home the year round. 


sections 
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»ILLIAM J. KNIGHT, who owns and oper- 
ates a good farm of one hundred and forty- 
VW four acres on section 31, Pleasant Prairie 
‘Township, pleasantly situated about six miles from 
Kenosha, is one of the worthy citizens of English 
birth of Kenosha County. He was born in Dor- 
setshire, England, October 26, 1847, and his parents, 
Isaac and Elizabeth J. (White) Knight, were also 
natives of the same shire. There they were reared 
and married and in 1853 they bade good-by to 
their old home and emigrated to America, sailing 
from Portsmouth on the “American Eagle,’’ which 
after six weeks dropped anchor in the harbor of 
New York. This was in the latter part of the 
month of October. They then started westward, 
going by way of the Hudson River to Albany, the 
Erie Canal to Buffalo, the Lakes to Detroit and by 
rail to Chicago, from whence they came to Kenosha 
County, Wis. Soon after Mr. Knight purchased 
eighty acres of partially improved land, which now 
comprises a part of the farm on which his widow 
yet resides. He afterward doubled it in extent, 
however, by the purchase of an additional eighty 
acres, making a quarter section of valuable land, 
which is placed under a high state of cultivation. 
A comfortable and pleasant residence was there 
built and Mr. Knight made his home on that farm 
until called to his final rest in April, 1889. He 
was a man of industry and enterprising habits and 
became one of the successful farmers of the town. 
He had a wide acquaintance throughout the com- 
munity and was held in high regard by all who 
knew him. The Knight family numbered three 
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sons and four daughters, all of whom were born in 
England with the exception of the youngest. 
Elizabeth, the eldest, is the widow of William 
Wilf, a member of the Seventeenth Wisconsin In- 
fantry, who gave his life for his country in the 
late war, and resides in Pleasant Prairie Township; 
Mary T. is the wife of Christian Nelson who also 
lives in this township; Isaac W.is living on the 
old homestead; Matilda A. is the deceased wife of 
John Miller; William J. is the fifth in order of 
birth; Archibald J. is farming on the old home- 
stead, and Clara J. completes the family. 

We now take up the personal history of our 
subject, who, when quite a young lad was brought 
by his parents to this country and in Kenosha 
County was reared and educated. His educational 
advantages, however, were very meagre but his 
training in farm work was not so limited. At the 
age of sixteen he began life for himself and has 
since made his Own way in the world. He was 
engaged in carpentering and railroading for a few 
years and then went on the lakes as a seaman. He 
followed that life and engaged in ship carpentering 
for about thirteen years, after which he embarked 
in the hotel business in Racine, where he carried 
on operations for one year, He then sold out and 
removed to his farm in the spring of 1876. Ile 
had previously purchased one hundred and forty- 

four acres of land on section 31, in the town of 
“ Pleasant Prairie, with money he had saved out of 
his earnings. Prosperity has attended his efforts 
since that time and he is now one of the substantial 
farmers of the community. For his success in life 
he deserves the entire credit as it is due to his 
own efforts alone. His life has been well and 
worthily spent and by fair and honest dealing he 
-has won the confidence and regard of those with 
whom he has been brought in contact. He has 
supported the Republican party since he cast his 
first Presidential vote for U. S. Grant and is one of 


its stalwart advocates, He is also an ardent worker | 


in the cause of temperance and is a warm friend 
of public schools. 
the School Board fora number of years he did 
effective service for the cause of education. 

Mr. Knight has been twice married. In Racine, 
in 1871, he wedded Anna Hanson, a native of 


While serving as a member of 
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Racine County, who died in 1877, leaving one 
daughter, Ethel A., who is still at home with her 
parents. The lady who now bears the name of 
Mrs. Knight was, in her maidenhood, Miss Emma 
Lofthouse. She was born in Racine County, and 
their union was celebrated in the town of Mt. 
Pleasant, that county, in 1878. Six children have 
been born unto them—Guy T., Byron S. and Daisy 
L., who are now attending school; Chester A., Isaac 
R. and Earl S. We know of no family more worthy 
of representation in this volume than the one whose 
history we have just given. Both Mr. and Mrs. 
Knight are people of sterling worth who have 
gained the warm regard of their many friends by 
their excellencies of character. He is a self-made 
man, who, from an humble position has worked his 
way upward step by step, and as he has mounted 
the ladder of success has also risen in the estimation 
of those who know him. 
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1 ACOB G. GOTTFREDSEN is one of the old 
l 


respected citizens of Kenosha. He was the 
® | eldest of four children born to Gottfred 
Sy and Maria Gottfredsen in Ribe, Denmark, 
near where still lives Christian, the second eldest, 
a farmer and capitalist. At fifteen years of age 
Jacob left home to learn the cigar-making trade, 
serving four years apprenticeship; after which he 
worked five years in a tobacco factory in a neigh- 
boring town where, by his merits and faithfulness, 
in one year his employer made him foreman, giv- 
ing him charge of one hundred and twenty men. 
After serving the four years with his employer he 
came to America with him, being then twenty-four 
years old. In April, 1846 he landed in Kenosha, 
then Southport. Some of its early settlers may re- 
call the time when he made vinegar, hauling it to 
Chicago by team and trading it there for merchan- 
dise, which he brought back in the same manner. 
Soon after this a cigar and tobacco store was 
opened with one John Ericksen as partner, six men 
being empioyed as cigar makers. The firm pur- 
chased a quarter-section of timber land on the Lake 
Shore six miles north of town and started a brick- 
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yard; to supply it and the town with fuel they 
both settled on this land and hewed the trees. 
From their own hewn timbers they built a scow 
that afterward bore the name of “Lady Anne,“ 
which was the first boat that entered the harbor of 
Southport. The land, brick-yard and scow were 
subsequently sold and in 1851 Mr. Gottfredsen 
purchased his partners’ interest in the tobacco store. 

In 1856 Mr. Gottfredsen married Matiida Voll- 
mer, a townswoman who was born in New York 
City May 11, 1837, and whose parents came from 
Swabia, Germany. Three children were born to 
them, of these Louis G., the second son died when 
nine years; Frederick Jacob, the eldest son, was 
born April 12, 1857. 
est daughter of O. S. Head, who was a widow with 
one son—Richard H. Wells. To them was born, 
May 21, 1887, Jacob Rudolph. Adjoining his 
home on the park is his son’s house on the corner 
stone of which is cut in German text, “Rudolphs- 


| 


| 


| of the oldest living settlers of Kenosha. 


He married Mary, the eld- | 


heim.’’ Son, grandson and home are a pleasure | 


and pride to him in his declining years. 


The good wife of our subject, who had nursed | 


him through thirty years of married life, being all 
his life a sufferer from asthma,was in her full health 
and happiness taken most suddenly. Her death 
was a shock and a sad loss, not only to her family 
but the town who knew and loved her. 

Mr. Gottfredsen continued in the cigar business 
until 1863, butin the mean time ran a flouring mill 
with a daily capacity of one hundred barrels until 
1856, when he purchased a half interest in the old 
Kenosha Malt House. 


| brother's interest in the store 
This he ran until 1858, at 


which time he sold his interest in the Malt House | 


and started a brewery, which was run in his own 
name until 1877 when he admitted his son to part- 
nership, the new firm running as J. G. Gottfredsen 
& Son. In 1890 they leased their buildings to the 
E. Griesbach Brewing Company, of which Mr. 
Fredrick J. Gottfredsen is President. Mr. J. G. 
Gottfredsen then retired from business, through 
which he has been successful and thoroughly re- 
spected. 

Carrie M. Gottfredsen married, when young, 
Herman C. Schulz then a traveling salesman for a 
New York firm but now a prominent hardware 
merchant and citizen of Kenosha. They had three 


PURTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM. > 


children, the eldest of whom died leaving Camilla 
and Charles the children of this union. 

Mr. Gottfredsen is a member of the Danish 
Lutheran Church and was one of the leading spirits 
in building the house of worship. He also helped 
build the German Lutheran Church. He is one 
And at 


seventy-one enjoys better health than at forty. 


„ 


yy EWIS BAIN is the oldest hardware mer- 
le chant of Kenosha, having been continu- 
AS, ously in the business in this line for thirty- 
seven years. He has a high standing in business 
circles and is also accounted one of the leading 
citizens. Mr. Bain was born in Kinderhook, 
Columbia County, N. Y., on February 24, 1833, 
and is a son of Bastian and Moyca (Burgher) 
Bain, a sketch of whom is given in connection 
with that of Edward Bain on another page of this 
work. 

In early life, our subject received a good practi- 
cal education at the district schools and at an 
academy In 1851 he came to Kenosha, a youth 
of eighteen years and in 1854, on attaining his 
majority, he became a partner of his brother 
Edward in the hardware business, which was car- 
ried on under the firm name of Bain & Brother. 
Some six years later, Lewis Bain purchased his 
and has continued 
the business ever since. He carries a full and 
complete stock and has a liberal patronage which 
he has secured through fair and honest dealing 
and courteous treatment of his customers. From 
year to year his trade has increased until it has 
now assumed goodly proportions and the income 
derived therefrom places him in comfortable cir- 
cumstances. 

In Milwaukee, Wis., in 1862, Mr. Bain was uni- 
ted in marriage with Miss Sarah G. Frary,a na- 
tive of the Empire State, who during her girlhood 
came with her parents to Wisconsin. Three chil- 
dren have been born unto Mr. and Mrs. Bain, 
daughters, Nellie S., Hattie F. and Frances L. The 
mother is an active member of the Episcopal 


- 
cen pa a lady of many excellencies of char- | started on foot to seek a location. 


acter who is held in high esteem by her many 
friends. 
In political sentiment, Mr. Bain is a stanch sup- 


porter of Republican principles, but has never | 
been in any sense a politician, or would he ever | 


accept any official position. He possesses the in- 
dustry and enterprise necessary to success and isa 
sagacions and far-sighted business man who at- | 
tends closely to his business and meddles with no 
outside affairs. As the result he has been very 
successful and his prosperity is certainly richly 
merited. He is well known and held in high re- 
gard throughout the county which has now been 
his home for forty years. 


ESF ENGER | 


ON. ALEXANDER BAILEY, who is now 
living a retired life in Salem, Kenosha | 
County, was born in Jefferson County, N. 
WS) Y., June 20, 1824, and is a son of George 
and Olive (Kasson) Bailey, the former born in 
Rhode Island of English lineage, and the latter a 
native of Montgomery County, N. Y. Their fam- | 
ily numbered seven children as follows: Marvel, | 
a farmer residing in Watertown, Jefferson County, 
N. Y.; Clark, who was a farmer of the Empire | 
State, and died in 1882; Harvey, who also died in 
1891,in the village of Adams, Jefferson County, | 
where he followed harness-making; Jane, wife of 
Levi Lamson, died in 1859; George is a farmer of 
Webster County, Neb.; and Henry resides 
Adams, N. Y. 

The subject of this sketch, who is the youngest 
of the family, attended the district schools until 
thirteen years of age, and completed his education 
in Adams Seminary. He taught his first school 
the winter he was seventeen years of age and fol- | 
lowed that profession for two years, when, in 1848, | 
he came to the West to try his fortune on its 
broad prairies. Just previously he had married 


in 


f 
a 
| 
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He walked all 
the way to Kenosha County, and purchased one 
hundred and sixty acres of land on secton 33, 
Brighton Township, paying for it at the Govern- 
ment price of $1.25 per acre. On the claim a 
small frame cabin had been built 10x10 feet, and 
for four months this was the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Bailey. They lived in true pioneer style and ex- 
perienced many of the privations and hardships 
incident to life on the frontier. For fourteen con- 
secutive winters our subject engaged in teaching 
school, while in the summer season his energies 
were devoted to the cultivation and improvement 
of his land that in course of time yielded him 
abundant harvests. 

In 1857, Mr. Bailey removed to the village of 
Salem and purchased one hundred and forty-five 
of land on section 10, Salem Township, 
which he operated until 1859. He then accepted 
the position as station agent at Salem with the 
Chicago & Northwestern Railroad Company, and 
served as such until 1889, or for thirty long years, 
a fact which indicates his faithfulness and the 
the company. Much of 
this time he held the office of Postmaster, to which 
he was appointed in 1860. No other filled the 
position until the election of President Cleveland, 
when, on account of his political views, 


acres 


trust reposed in him by 


he was 
Other official posi- 
tions he has also-held, having served as Constable 
in Brighton Township in 1844-45, and was Asses- 
sor in 1850-51. In 1858 he was Superintendent 
of schools in Salem Township; from 1862 to 1869, 
was Town Treasurer, and in 1870 was elected to 
the State Legisiature, where he served with dis- 
tinction. He was one of the organizers of the Old 

Settlers’ Club of Salem Township. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Bailey were born seven chil- 

ren—Ellen J., wife of Andrew Booth, a retired 
farmer of Salem; Frances, wife of Jerome Palma- 
tier; Eugene M., of Chicago, an employe of the 
Northwestern Railroad Company; George G., who 
died in November, 1889; Lillie, wife of Adelbert 


superseded by a Democrat. 


Miss Betsey L., daughter 2 of Eon — Cornwell; a twin brother of Lillie, whe died-in— 


Haws. By canal and lakes they journeyed West- | infancy; and Rose M., 


ward, landing in October, 1843, in Milwaukee, 
where the young wife remained, while Mr. Bailey 


25 


to her final rest August 27, 


wife of Robert W. Tait, of 
The mother of this family was called 
1891, and her remains 


Milwaukee. 
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were interred in the Liberty Cemetery of Salem 
Township. 

Mr. Bailey is now living a retired life after 
many years of faithful labor. He has a wide ac- 
quaintance throughout this community and is held 
in high esteem for his sterling worth and integrity. 
His public and private life are alike above reproach 
and he well deserves representation in this vol- 
ume. 


Sn = 


4 piLLIAM F. BOSE engages in general 
Wall | farming on section 6, Somers Township, 
0 Kenosha County. He can boast of a fact 
which is true of few, that he is living on the farm 
which was his birthplace. He first opened his 
eyes to the light of day on the 17th of May, 1855. 
His father, William Bose is represented on another 
page of this work. In the usual manner of farmer 
lada our subject spent the days of his childhood 


and received the advantages afforded by the pub- | 


lic schools of the neighborhood. Under the pa- 
rental roof he remained until he attained his 
majority, giving bis father the benefit of his ser- 
vices and when he had reached man's estate he 
aided in carrying on the home farm until his mar- 
riage. 

On April 9, 1878, Mr. Bose was joined in wed- 
lock with Miss Nellie Breaid, daughter of John 
Breaid,whose sketch appears on another page of 
this volume. The lady is also a native of Kenosha 


County, and the young people, boys and girls to- | 


gether, were reared in the same neighborhood and 
attended the same school. Mr, Bose brought his 
bride to the old home farm which he rented for a 
few years until he was able to purchase one hun- 
dred acres. His land he now has under a high 
state of cultivation and the improvements, which 
are many,are both useful and ornamental and 
stand as monuments to the enterprise of the 
owner. The howe is a large and substantial resi- 
dence, there is also a good barn and other neces- 
sary outbuildings and a fine bearing orchard. 
Four children have come to brighten the home 
by their presence and the family circle yet remains 
unbroken. ‘They are two sons and two daughters 
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and in order of birth are as follows: Jennie 
Belle, Anna Margaret, William Frederick Jr., and 
Charles Clarence, the youngest. 

In religious belief Mr. and Mrs. Bose are Meth- 
odists, holding membership with the Lake Shore 
Church. To its support they contribute freely 
and in its work and progress take a deep interest. 
They are also liberal witb their means for charit- 
able and benevolent purposes and are highly re- 
spected people whose social qualities have won 
them many friends, The Bose household is the 
abode of hospitality and the members of the fam- 
ily rank high in social circles. Mr. Bose is an en- 
terprising and progressive farmer and a public- 
spirited citizen who is ever read y with his influence 
and co-operation to aid in the advancement of 
those interests which are calculated to upbuild and 
benefit the town and county. In politics he is a 
Republican, having supported that party since he 
cast his first Presidential vote for Rutherford B. 
Hayes. He isa warm advocate of its principles 
aud astanch believer in its policies. He has taken 
quite an active part in local politics and is now 
serving as a member of the Town Board of Super- 
visors, also as a member of the School Board. 


IDNEY A. SAGE, the most extensive dealer 

in hay in Southeastern Wisconsin, is a na- 

tive of Racine and is descended from one 

of the earliest pioneer families of that city. 

He was born December 26, 1852, and is the only 

son of Sidney A. and Susan (Whitney) Sage, 

whose sketch appears elsewhere in this work. His 

father settled on Root River at a point which is 

now the manufacturing center of Racme. The 

settlement on that side of the river was known 

for many years as Sagetown, taking its name from 

the family name of our subject and is still so de- 
nominated by old settlers. 

Sidney A. began his education in the schools of 
his native city which he attended until fifteen 
years of age, when he entered Beloit College, tak- 
ing a partial course of study at that institution. 


In 1874 he began pressing and dealing in hay at 
Western Union Junction, Racine County. His 
venture was a success from the start and the rapid 
growth of the business necessitated an increase of 
facilities aud enlarged storage room until Mr. Sage 
now has the largest and most complete establish- 
ment in his line of any within the State of Wiscon- 
sin. The permanency and extent of his business 
at Western Union Junction has had the effect of 
increasing the acreage of meadow land in Eastern 
Racine and Kenosha Counties and has brought 
much money into circulation in those counties on 
account of the increased hay crop in each, His 
market is largely at the Union Stock Yards of Chi- 
cago and the output of his works averages about 
six thousand tons yearly. In addition to this al- 
ready extensive hay business, Mr. Sage has just 
added new machinery for the purpose of handling 
flax straw and manufacturing it into the best 
grades of tow. This affords a great market to 
the farmers, who raise a large acreage of flax an- 
nually in this vicinity, and the excellent quality 
of straw when manufactured into tow makes a 
grade superior to that manufactured in other 
parts of the country. 

On February 24, 1887, Mr. Sage was united in 
marriage in Kilbourne City, Wis., to Miss Ella D. 
Bowman, a daughter of the Hon. Jonathan Bow- 
man of that city whois one of the most prominent 
and influential men of Central Wisconsin. Her 
mother’s maiden name was Hannah Davis. Mrs, 
Sage was born in Newport, Sauk County, Wis., 
where her family were among the early settlers. 
One child, a daughter, Marion, was born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Sage but died in infancy. 

In political sentiment our subject was in sym- 
pathy with the Republican party until the pro- 
nounced views in favor of a high protective 
policy by that party became the main plank in 
its platform, since which time he has been inde- 
pendent in politics, with a positive inclination to 
favor a reduction of the tariff. In the fall of 1880 
he was elected to the Lower House of the Wiscon- 
sin Legislature and served one term as Represent- 
ative from the Second District of Racine County. 
Socially he is a member of the Racine Lodge, No. 
32, K. P. and the Racine Lodge, No. 220, Royal 
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Arcanum. Mr. Sage has always made his native 
eity his home and has been identified with its in- 
terests since youth. He possesses a wide circle of 
acquaintance in Eastern Wisconsin and his business 
and social relations have won him many friends. 


. ——— 


| has been identified with the development 
NOA and growth of Racine County, now resides 
on section 21, Raymond Township. He was born 
in Simcoe County, Canada West, in April, 1835, 
and is one of eleven children, born unto Thomas 
and Hannah (Phillips) West. His father was a 
native of Montpelier, Vt., and when young went 
with his parents to Canada, where he grew to man- 
hood in the midst of a wild country. His educa- 
tional advantages were limited. He married Miss 
Phillips, a native of the Buckeye State, whose peo- 
ple belonged to the Society of Friends, and during 
their residence in Canada they became parents of 
ten sons. They resided upon a farm and in bis 
business undertakings, Mr. West was quite success- 
ful, accumulating considerable means. In 1848 he 
came to Racine County, Wis., purchasing seven 
hundred and ten acres of unimproved land which 
he broke with cattle. He built a house and then 
began the development of the farm. During the 
first winter he built seven miles of rail fence. Many 
hardships and inconveniences incident to frontier 
life were the lot of the family during those early 
days but prosperity came with passing years 
as the result of the industrious efforts of the in- 
mates of the West home. The father became a 
prominent citizen of this community and repre- 
sented his district in the States Legislature in the 
session of 1853-4. In politics he was a Democrat 
for some time but later became a Republican, and 
in his social relations he was a Mason. It was in 
1868 that he left his farm in this county and re- 
moved to Iowa. His wife died in 1875, and he 
was called to his final rest in 1887, at the age of 
seventy-three years. As before stated there were 
ten sons and one daughter in the family. ¿ 

The subject of this sketch was the fourth in or- 


(5 EORGE W. WEST, who for forty-three years 
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der of birth. His early boyhood days were spent 
in Canada, and when a lad of fifteen summers he 
came to Wisconsin. The advantages of the public 
schools were afforded him and the education there 
acquired has been largely supplemented by reading 
and study, which have made him a well informed 
man. He bore his share in the work of developing 
a new farm, breaking prairie, making rails, etc. At 
the age of fifteen years he began studying veter- 
mary surgery with his father and when eighteen 
years old entered upon the practice of that pro- 
fession. 

An important event in the life of Mr. West oc- 
curred in Raymond Township, February 22, 1858, 
when was celebrated his marriage with Miss Ann 
M. Davis, a daughter of Capt. Davis, who is num- 
bered among the pioneer settlers of this county of 
1848. Her father was a native of South Wales and 
won his title upon the seas. In New York he 
wedded Margaret Owen of North Wales. For forty 
years he sailed upon the lakes, his family residing 
in Raymond Township. His death occurred in 
1887. Whena maiden of eleven summers Mrs. 
West became a resident of Raymond Township, and 
upon her marriage did not leave it but was taken 
by her husband to the old homestead farm of the 
West family, where they have passed thirty-three 
years of happy wedded life together. They have 
a comfortable home situated in the midst of one 
hundred and twenty-one acres of arable land which 
yields a golden tribute to the care and cultivation 
of the owner. The household is the abode of 
hospitality and the members of the family rank 
high in the social world. 

George A., the only son, is a real-estate dealer 
of Milwaukee. He was a student in the High 
School of Racine and afterwards graduated from 
the MeMynn Academy. He was the youngest 
Register of Deeds in the State, which position he 
held three terms. He married Edith M. Richards. 
Edith A. West became the wife of Newton S. Waite, 
who is also engaged in the real-estate business in 
Milwaukee and owns a farm in Yorkville. 

In politics, George W. West is a stanch Repub- 
lican, having advocated the principles of that party 
with enthusiasm since casting his first Presidential 
vote for Fremont in 1856. His opinions are al- 


| 
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ways received with deference in the conventions 
and his prominence in the party is well known. 
For fifteen years he was a member of the County 
Board of Supervisors, was Superintendent of the 
Poor and had charge of the County House for four 
years. He isa valued and worthy citizen whose 
interest in the welfare of the community has been 
of much profit tothe town. Forty-three long years 
have passed since he located here and time has 
brought many changes. Few of the landmarks of 
pioneer days yet remam and the county has been 
transformed from a wild region to one of the most 
important in the State. Mr. West has been an eye 
witness of its progress, has seen the prairies trans- 
formed into beautiful homes and farms, its villages 
changed into cities, the building of * railroads 
and the introduction of the telegraph and tele- 
phone, together with countless industries and com- 
mercial interests. He may well feel a just pride in 
all this, knowing that he is one of the founders of 
the county. 
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HARLES FRANTZ, Postmaster of Kenosha, 
and a wholesale and retail dealer in tobacco, 
cigars, ete., was born in Minden, Westpha- 
lia, Germany, June 24, 1840, and is a son of Fred- 
erick and Dora Frantz. His father was a teacher 
in the public schools of Minden for fifty-five years 
and at the age of eighty-six, is now living a re- 
tired life on haif pay in Minden, where his wife 
died. Their family consisted of five children: 
Fritz resides in Germany; Herman, a twin brother 
of Charles, now deceased; Dora, wife of Henry 
Reinholt, of Kenosha; and Julia, also in Ger- 
many. 

In 1855 Charles Frantz and his sister Dora sailed 
for New York City, where they landed in Feb- 
ruary, coming directly to Kenosha. After work- 


ing on a farm for a short time, our subject went to 
Chicago, and engaged as a clerk in a grocery store. 
He subsequently followed the same business in 
St. Louis, Mo., and Davenport, Iowa, and in 
the year 1859 returned to Kenosha, where he 
When recruiting for 


clerked for R. B. Winsor. 
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the Wivónsin RE was bares in ‘Wesco 
sha, he was appointed recruiting officer for the | 
Ninth Wisconsin, and enrolled forty-eight Ger- | 
man-Americans for that regiment. On the organi- 
zation of the regiment he was made Second Lieu- 
tenant of Company C, his commission dating Sep- 
tember 7, 1861, and was mustered into the United 
States service on the 29th of October. The regi- 
ment left this State January 22, 1862, for Ft. | 
Leavenworth, Kan., where it took part in the ex- 
peđition under Gen. Lane, and a long march to 
Ft.*Scott resulted in little gain. Later, when it | 
moved to Baxter’s Springs, the boys had plenty of | 
miscellaneous military duties in the way of fight- | 
ing guerrillas and rebel Indians. Through diti- 
culties with Col. Weir, the regiment suffered need- 
lessly from marching. 

When the Army of the Frontier was organized, 
the Ninth Regiment was tranferred to the First 
Brigade under Gen. Salomon, and on the 19th of | 
March, 1862, Mr. Frantz was promoted to be First | 
Lieutenant of Company A. A part of the regi- | 
ment was in the fight at Newtonia, and suffered 
severely. The command afterward moved to re- | 
enforce the troops fighting at Prairie Grove, Ark., 

I 
| 
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marching on the double quick, a distance of fifty- 
five miles in twenty hours, only to reach there at 
nightfall, expecting to resume battle in the morn- 
ing, but it proved that the rebels had muffled their 
wheels and retreated under cover of darkness. The 
command remained at Prairie Grove or Rhea’s 
Mill, and was in various expeditions. Later the 
regiment went to St. Louis, where the troops re- 
mained some time on provost duty, going to 
Helena, Ark., thence to Little Rock. On Christ- 
mas Day of 1862, our subject was commissioned | 
Captain of Company G, and was in an expedition 
to Duvall's Bluff. After several raids and skir- 
mishes through the winter, they remained in the 
vicinity of Little Rock. Having been assigned to 
the Seventh Army Corps under Gen. Steele, who 
was ordered to join Banks in the Red River expedi- | 
tion, our troops were constantly under assault from 
guerrillas, and fought in skirmishes which partook 
of the character of battles in importance. An ac- 
tion with the troops of Marmaduke detained them 
until news was received of the failure of Banks, 


Wie Gen, Steele set out on his return to Little 
Rock with every promise of battle on the way. An 
engagement scemed imminent at Jenkins Ferry, 
Ark., April 30, 1864, and the enemy under Kırby, 
Smith and Price engaged the Union troops. While 
the troops were crossing the Saline River at Jen- 
kin's Ferry, the brigade to which the Ninth Regi- 
ment belonged was ordered to hold the position 
until all troops, ammunition and provision trains 
had crossed the stream. Fighting began before 
seven o’clock in the morning and lasted until five 
o'clock in the evening, when the order was given 
to retreat. A short time before Capt. Frantz was 
shot in the left arm with a minie ball and retired 
to a log house, where the wounded were taken to 
have their wounds cared for. The house was soon 
surrounded by the enemy who had advanced while 
our forces were retreating. All were taken prison- 
ers, and for about three days Capt. Frantz was 
without care or surgical aid. On the first morn- 
ing a dozen were found dead. The rest were 


| marched to Princeton, where our Captain suffered 


the amputation of his arm, by the regiment sur- 
geon who had been retained with the wounded. 

Four weeks later Capt. Frantz went with the 
others to Tyler, Tex., to the stockade prison, where 
he remained until exchanged in February, 1865, 
when the troops, bare-footed, under strict guard, 
were marched to the mouth of the Red River. 
fare consisted while in prison, of about à pint of 
corn meal daily, and a small amount of meat once 
a week. Some times they had only unground corn. 
They then went to New Orleans and four wceks 


| later rejoined their regiments in Little Rock, Ark. 
| As he was very feeble, Capt. Frantz received a 


furlough and after his arrival home, was dis- 
charged under general order, No. 15, May 15, 1865. 
which discharged all officers on furlough. 

The following year the Captain was elected City 
Treasurer of Kenosha, and held the office for three 
terms. In 1868 he was elected Register of Deeds, 
serving as such one term, and in 1869 was ap- 
pointed Postmaster of Kenosha, which position he 


filled for seventeen years or until 1886. In Jan- 


uary of the following year he was appointed book- 
keeper in the land office at Madison, and served 
until August, 1888, when he was injured by a cable 


544 


attached to a gravel train. The cable, catching in 


PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM. 


| 
| 


a frog of the railroad, was drawn tight and gave | 


way just as the Captain was passing, striking him 
in the back, and throwing him into the air. So 
severe was the injury received, that he lay for sev- 
eral days unconscious, and was disabled for life. 


i 


On the 17th of February, 1870, in Kenosha, | 


Captain Frantz was united in marriage with Miss 
Angeline, a daughter of Joseph and Angeline 
(Brooks) Martin. The lady was born in Massachu- 
setts, but her parents died when she was a child. 


Since her third vear she has resided in this city. | 


Unto them have been born the following children: 
Charles G., Albert W., Ralph H., who died at the 
age of seven years; Mamie C., Lulu B. and Cora 
M. 
Church, and his wife holds membership with the 
Congregational Church. He is a stalwart Repub- 
lican in politics, and does all in his power to pro- 
mote the interests of his party, and insure its suc- 
cess. Socially he is an Odd Fellow, and a member 
of the Grand Army of the Republic. In March, 
1890 he established business as a wholesale and re- 
tail dealer in tobacco, cigars, etc., and has already 
built up an excellent trade in that line. On Jan- 
uary 19, 1892, he was again appointed Postmaster 
of Kenosha for a term of four years, taking charge 
of the office February 3. Capt. Frantz is not only 
popular as an official, but also as a business man 
and a citizen. 
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ANIEL B. MAYNARD, who is engaged in 
general farming on section 11,Salem Town- 
ship, Kenosha County, claims New York as 
the State of his nativity. His birth occurred on 
the 19th of May, 1830, in Orangeport, and he is a 
son of John Maynard, a New York farmer of En- 
glish descent. Inthe family were twelve children: 


Needham, Abigail; Almeda, wife of D, C. Burgess, 
a farmer and one of the pioneer settlers of Wis- | 
consin; Addison, a druggist now deceased; Ade- 
line, wife of Eveson Maynard, and Jedediah, a 
druggist of Fredonia, N. V., all of whom were born 
The children of Mr. Maynard’s 


of the first union. 


Capt. Frantz is a member of the Lutheran 


| second marriage were: John H., Harriet, wife of 


James Lacore: Daniel B.; Mary E., wife of Joel 
Fletcher; Martha A., wife of Job Reynolds, and 
Perry. The father of this family died February 7, 
1861, and the mother of our subject passed away 
November 16, 1870; they were both members of 
the Christian Church and Mr. Maynard also be- 
longed to the Masonic order. 

Our subject was reared in the usual manner of 
farmer lads and attended the district schools until 
about seventeen years of age. On attaining his 
majority he left the paternal roof and started out 
in life for himself. Having learned the black- 
smith’s trade he followed that occupation until 
his emigration Westward in 1854. Coming to Keno- 
sha County, Wis., he purchased one hundred and 
thirty-three acres of land on section 11, Salem 
Township, there following general farming until 
1868, when he purchased one hundred and ninety- 
two acres, a part of his present farm,the boundaries 
of which have since been extended until it now 
comprises two hundred and forty acres of valuable 
land which yields him a golden tribute. In con- 
nection with its cultivation he was also interested 
in the cheese factory which was erected in Salem 
in 1869, and of which he was one of the stock- 
holders. 

On the 30th of July, 1851, Mr. Maynard was 
joined in wedlock with Miss Mary A., daughter of 
David and Electra King, natives of Massachusetts. 
Unto them was born one son, August 24, 1856. 
He attended the district schools, afterward pursued 
his studies in Kenosha and completed his literary 
education in the Oshkosh Norma! School. He was 
afterward Principal of the Union Grove schools 
for three years and taught for a similar period in 
the Genoa schools. In 1885 he began the study of 
medicine in the office of Dr. Marvin, of Sioux 


| City, lowa, where he pursued his researches during 


the summer months, while in the winter season he 
attended the Hahnemann Medical College of 
Chicago. Having been graduated from that insti- 
tution in the Class of 86, he returned to Sioux 
City and formed a partnership with his preceptor, 
the connection continuing until the death of Dr. 
Maynard, December 1886. He was then in the 
prime of life and his untimely death was deeply 
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mourned. His remains were brought back to his 


| 


native county and interred in Liberty Cemetery | 


of Salem Township. 


In his political affiliations Mr. Maynard is a Re- | 


publican, but has never been a very active politi- 
cian. As he began life with no capital save the 
endowments of nature he deserves all the more 
credit for the success which has made him one of 
the well-to-do citizens of the community, Over- 
coming the obstacles in his path by industry and 
perseverance, he has worked his way upward to an 


enviable position and carried with him the high | 


regard of all. 


— — 


4 
A the firm of Lentz & Funck, dealers in dry- 
goods and groceries of Kenosha, has been 
y engaged in his present line of business 
for a period of about sixteen years, or since 1876, 
when the firm to which he yet belongs was estab- 
lished. Two years later a change was made by the 
admission of William Fisher and they did business 
under the title of Fisher, Lentz & Co. 


business for himself as above 


AURICE N. FUNCK, junior: member of | 


The firm | 


carried on two stores, a dry-goods and a grocery | 


store and they did business in this way for about 
three years when Mr. Fisher withdrew, taking as 
his interest in the business the dry-goods stock. 
Again the firm became Lentz & Funck and soon 


these gentlemen added a dry-goods department, | 


making their store one of the largest and most 


complete in the city. They carry an excellent line | 


of goods in both departments and have secured a 
liberal patronage. 


As Mr. Funck is a well-known business man of | 


Kenosha we feel that further mention of him will | 


be of interest to our readers. A native of Ger- | 
many, he was born in Luxemburg, September 22, | 
1846, and is one of a family of twelve children | 
whose parents were Michael and Agatha (Christen) 


Funck. The father was a contractor. Of the fam- 


ily but three crossed the ocean. The first to come | 
to the United States was Pierre,who landed in 1855 | 


and for a quarter of a century has been a general 


salesman for Marshall Field & Co., of Chicago; | 


John came to this country in 1867, and is now a 
bricklayer of Waukegan, III. 

Maurice N. Funck was the last to leave the Fa- 
therland. He grew to manhood in Germany and 
received a good education in the mother tongue, 
and also learned the French language. In 1869 
he bade good-bye to his old home, and after reach- 
ing this country went directly to Chitago where he 
lived for a time with his brother. He came to 
Kenosha in September, 1870,and was employed as 
a salesman with Lee, Fellows & Co. for a year, after 
which he returned to Chicago and was salesman 
for Marshall Field & Co. for about a year. He 
then returned to this city and clerked five years 
for William Ernst, after which he embarked in 
stated. Mr. Funck 
was married in Kenosha, April 17, 1877, Miss Ger- 
trude Meyer becoming his wife. The lady isa na- 
tive of Prussia, Germany, and came to the United 
States with her parents when about fifteen years 
of age. Three children have been born unto Mr. 
and Mrs. Funck, but two died in infancy. Their 
living son is Joseph. The parents are both mem- 
bers of the German Catholic Church, aud in polit- 
ical sentiment, Mr. Funck isa Democrat. In his 
business relations he is genial and pleasant, and he 
has the satisfaction of knowing that his own in- 
dustry has made every dollar he possesses. He is 
now numbered among the substantial citizens of 
Kenosha and is held in high esteem both in busi- 
ness and social circles. 


K pILLIAM A. COLBY, the veteran ex-editor 
W of the Burlington Free Press, and at 
VN present the eflicient and popular Postmas- 
ter of Burlington, is one of the most prominent 
citizens of this community. As he is widely known 
we feel that a sketch of his life will prove of inter- 
est to many of our readers. Mr. Colby was born 
at Fall River, Mass., December 17,1846, and is a 
son of Nathan D. and Sybil W. (Pease) Colby. 
His fathor, a native of Maine, was born October 1, 
1810, and was reared in the piny woods of that 
State as a lumberman. His education was acquired 
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in the common sohools and he was carly inured to 
hard labor. Three times was he married, his sec- 
ond union being with Sybil Willard Pease, who 
was born in Norridgewock, Me., and was a relative 
of the celebrated Washburns. She had been liber- 
ally educated and for some time followed the pro- 
fession of teaching. Their marriage was celebrated 
in the Pine Tree State and unto them were born 
four sons and two daughters as follows: William 
A. of this sketch; A. P. of Union Grove, who is 
represented elsewhere in this volume; Ida J., wife 
of Nelson R. McKee, general agent of the Life In- 
surance Company of the Odd Fellows society, re- 
siding in Beloit, Wis.; Nate L. who married Miss 
Ella Smith, a native of Freeport, III., and is the 
efficient editor of the Pecatonica News, a Republi- 
can paper, published in Pecatonica, III., Frank L., 
who married Miss Lorena Drury of Union Grove, 
Wis., is manager and part owner of the electric 
light plant in Pecatonica, III., and a progressive 
citizen of that place; Emily, the youngest, is now 
deceased. 

In 1847, Nathan Colby and his family emigrated 
westward by way of the Great Lakes to Wisconsin, 
the landed in Milwaukee, from whence they made 
their way to Beloit, where they became honored and 
respected citizens and spent the remainder of their 
lives. The Burlington Free Press, speaking of Mr. 
Colby, soon after his death, said, “He was born in 
Maine, October 1, 1810, and came to Wisconsin 
while it was yet a Territory, locating in Beloit, in 
November, 1847, which city continued to be his 
home until his death, which occurred July 12, 1891. 
The funeral was held from the Pleasant Street 
Methodist Church of which he was an honored 
member, and he was borne to his last resting place 
by his five sons and his son-in-law and laid by the 
side of the mother who departed this life in 1885. 
He was one of the oldest residents of Beloit and 
was widely known and esteemed as a good citizen 
and neighbor. He had exceeded the allotted days 
of man, having finished his four-score years.”” 

The subject of this sketch spent his boyhood days 
in Beloit and at the age of twenty began learning 
the printer’s trade in the offive of the Free Fress. 
After a year he went to Davis, III., and took en- 
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III., in December, 1872. 
| partnership with his brother, Nate I., and together 


tire charge of the Davis Gazette, where he remain- | 


cd for over a year and then removed to Pecatonica, 
He there entered into a 


they published a paper until January, 1881, when 
he sold out to his brother and became a resident of 
Burlington, Wis. He here established the Bur- 
lıngton Free Press, the first issue of which was dated 
February 22, 1881. It has had a successful career 
and its prosperity is attested by its liberal patron- 
age, which it now enjoys under the management 


) of his successor to whom he sold December 3, 1891. 


It is a stanch Republican journal, published in the 
interest of that party and is filled with articles, 
editorials and local news calculated to prove of in- 
terest to its readers. A bright, well edited sheet, 
it certainly deserves the patronage accorded it, 
Mr. Colby possesses the energy and ability to be- 
come a successful business man and has won a place 
among the leading and prominent citizens of this 
community. 

On the Ist of January, 1873, Mr. Colby led to 
the marriage altar Miss Millicent Isabel Quaile, a 
native of New York City. Her father, Thomas 
Quaile, was an editor by profession and both he 
and his wife are now deceased. The daughter was 
educated in the city schools of New York and also 
was a student in the German language. By their 
union have been born five children—Jessie E. will 
graduate from the Burlington High Schoolin June 
1892, and has also been liberally educated in music, 
as was her sister Effie May, who is now acting as 
her father’s clerk in the post-office. Alice F. is 
attending the High School and the three daughters 
are members of the Christian Endeavor Society. 
Clara and William A. Jr., are both deceased. 

Mr. Colby cast his first vote for Gen. U. S. Grant 
for President, and has since been a stalwart Repub- 
lican. While in Illinois he served as Clerk in 
Pecatonica for one term and there and in Wiscon- 
sin has been repeatedly chosen as a delegate to the 
county, congressional and senatorial conventions 
of his party. He is now the efficient Postmaster 
of Burlington, the duties of the office are faithfully 
discharged and his courteous treatment of its 
patrons has made him a favorite officially. In 
Illinois he served for several terms as Noble Grand, 
Vice-Grand and Secretary of the Odd Fellows Lodge 
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and has filled the same offices in Burlington Lodge, | 


No, 11, I. O. O. F., being at the present time Noble 
Grand and his own successor. His wife has taken 
the Rebecca Degree and Mr. Colby is also the Ven- 
erable Counsel of the Modern Woodmen Lodge, 
and a member of the Temple of Honor. His sup- 
port is ever given to that which will best advance 
the interests of the community and in his position 
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For long years he made it his home and upon it 
reared his family, but in 1890, he sold out and, 


| laying aside all business cares, removed to Coila, a 
little village six miles from the old farm, where he 


of editor he has always exerted much influence in 


behalf of worthy objects and enterprises. 
his wife rank high in social circles and it is with 
pleasure that we thus present them to our readers. 


In... 122 
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) ) on section 34, Somers Township, is not only 


He and | 


and his estimable wife are now living retired. 
They are highly respected people and the esteem 
of the entire community is accorded them. In 
their family were six sons and four daughters who 
grew to manhood and womanhood and with one 
exception all are yet living—Mary is the wife of 
Hon, Robert Graham, ex-State Superintendent of 


Schools, residing in Oshkosh, Wis.; Elizabeth is 


the wife of William Eldridge of Cambridge, N. Y.; 
Walter $. is the next younger; Hon, Robert A. of 
Batavia, N. V., is a prominent politician and the 


l only member of the family who advocates Demoe- 
a ON. WALTER 8. MAXWELL. who resides | 


one of the well-known citizens of Kenosha | 


N County, but has also a wide acquaintance 
throughout the State, his official career having 
brought him in contact with many of the most 
prominent men of Wisconsin. He now devotes 
his time and attention to agricultural pursuits and 
to business connected with the operation of a 
stone quarry in Superior, Wis., owned by the 
Arcadian Brown Stone Company, of which he is 
manager and treasurer. Mr. Maxwell was born in 
Washington County, N. Y., September 12, 1836, 
and his father, Alexander Maxwell, also claimed 
that county as his birthplace. He was born Jan- 
uary 24, 1809. In his native county he married 


racy. He was one of the State Commissioners of 
New York and also served as State ‘Treasurer, being 
the only one clected on the Democratic ticket: 


| Catharine C., wife of J. II. Alexander, who is a 


| eupation; 


resident of Huron, S. Dak. He isa merchant by oc- 
William J. is a real-estate denler of 


| Omaha, Neb.; Jennie is the wife of Horton Barber 


of Greenwich, N. Y.; George H. is living in Ames, 
Iowa; Alexander grew to manhood and came to 
Kenosha County, where his death occurred; Mar- 
tin B., a resident of Washington County, has 
been a most successful teacher, 

We now take up the personal history of our 
subject, who in his native county spent the days 


| of his boyhood and youth. upon his father’s farm, 


Jane Alexander, a native of Glasgow, Scotland, | 
who when a maiden of ten summers came to this | 
country with her father, Robert Alexander, who | 


was one of the early settlers and substantial 
farmers of Washington County, N. Y. 


In the common schools and the State Normal he 
acquired his education, and after completing his 
studies engaged in teaching for a few years, 
Believing the West furnished better opportunities 


| for young men, he came to Wisconsin in 1860, 


On the paternal side, our subject is also of 


Scotch descent. His grandfather, Walter Maxwell, 


was born in Scotland, and on crossing the Atlan- | 
tie took up his residence in Washington County, | 
N. V., which was then an almost unbroken wilder- | 


ness. His son Daniel served as a soldier in the 


War of 1812. The father, Alexander Maxwell, | 


resided upon the old family homestead after his 


marriage and purchasing the interest of the other | 


heirs, succeeded to the ownership of that estate. | 


locating in Kenosha County. He bought a half 
section of fine prairie land, which has since been 
his home, and although then unimproved, he has 
made it one of the most valuable and desirable 
farms in the county. It is situated three miles 
west of Kenosha and with all its improvements, 
accessories and conveniences it is a model farm. 
Mr. Maxwell has been three timos married. In 
Easton, N. V., he wedded Miss Anna A, Robinson, 
a native of the Empire State, who died in Kenosha 
County, leaving one son, Elmer A., who is now 
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operating the home farm. He next wedded Anna 
A. Greenbaum, who was born in Connecticut, and 
survived her marriage only two years. The pres- 
ent Mrs. Maxwell was in her maidenhood Miss 
Cornelia McLean. She was born in Washington 
County, N. V., is a daughter of John C. McLean 
of Greenwich, N. Y., and their marriage was cele- 
brated in 1880, 

In 1860, Mr. Maxwell proudly cast his first vote 
for Abraham Lincoln and at each Presidential 
election since that time has supported the candi- 
dates of the Republican party. He takes great 
interest in the triumph of its principles and 
has been frequently honored with positions of 
public trust. For ten consecutive years he served 
as Supervisor of the Town Board, was elected 
its Chairman and for one year was Chairman of the 
County Board of Supervisors. In 1877, he was 
elected to the State Legislature as the representa- 
tive from his district and so well did he fill the 
oflice that he was re-elected in 1881, and again in 
1883, He Chairman of the Educa- 
tional Committee, and upon a number of other 
important committees. When his term as Rep- 
resentative had expired he State 
Senator in 1884, serving four years with credit 
to himself and to the satisfaction of his 
stituents. He wns again on several important 
committees and was Chairman of the Agricultural 
Committee. Mr. Maxwell has ever endeavored to 
use his influence and power for the advancement 
of those interests which will bring the best good to 
the greatest number. His public life is above 
reproach and he proved himself to be an honor- 
able and trusted official. 

Purchasing an interest in the Arcadian Brown 
Stone Company, of Superior, Wis., he was made 
its manager and Treasurer, serving as such for the 
past four years. The quarry turns out a very 
superior quality of brown sand stone for building 
purposes and the company is now doing a good 
business, working about thirty men. Mr, Maxwell 
gives that interest his attention during the sum- 
mer months and with the snows of winter returns 
to his home in Kenosha County. He and his 
estimable wife are members of the Congregational 
Church of Kenosha and in social circles rank 


served as 


was elected 


con- 
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| high. We have said, and truly, that Mr. Maxwell 


is one of the most prominent citizens in this part 
of the State. The honors conferred upon him 
have been merited by his ability and true worth, 
and every trust reposed in him has been faithfully 
discharged. 


OSEPH ALEXANDER HORLICK, Super- 
intendent of the Horlick Lime and Stone 
Company, of Racine, is a descendant of one 

SY of the worthy pioneer families of Racine 
County. His parents are Joseph A. and Arabella 
(Ladiard) Horlick, whose sketch appears on an- 
other page of this work. He was born in this city 
on the 10th of July, 1853, and here his entire life 
has been passed. (Good educational facilities were 
given him and after completing the High School 
course of study he pursued a commercial course in 
Howard 's Business College of Racine, thus being 
well fitted for the practical duties of life. From 
boyhood he made himself useful about his father's 
stone quarry and lime kiln, and in 1877, when the 
Horlick Lime and Stone Company was incorpor- 
ated, he became a stockholder and Superintendent 
of the works, which position he has held continu- 
ously since. Mr. Horlick is well acquainted with 
his business in all of its various details, is enter- 
prising and progressive and is numbered among 
the prominent young business men of his native 
city. 

On September 22, 1875, in Saugatuck, Mich., 
was united in marriage with Miss Frederica, daugh- 
ter of Capt. Frederick Clauson, who in earlier life 
was a Captain on the high seas and made many 
trips across the ocean. Settling in Michigan, the 
Captain became an extensive owner of lake vessels 
largely engaged the lumbering trade. Ile was 
drowned with all on board, from his schooner, 
“ Euphemia,” May 16, 1859. By the union of 
Mr. and Mrs. Horlick two children have been born 
—Joseph A. Jr., and Bessie M., both of whom are 
attending school. 

The parents are members of the 
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Church, and in political sentiment he is a sup- 
porter of liberal Democratic principles. In 1883, 
Mr. Horlick made a trip to England to visit his 
aged parents who had returned thither in 1874, 
While in Europe he also traveled through Ireland, 
Scotland, Wales, Germany and France, visiting 
many places of note and historical interest, thus 
making the trip a source of education as well as of 
great pleasure. For thirty-eight years, or through- 
vut his entire life, his home has been in Racine, 
and for fourteen years he has been numbered 
among its wide-awake business men. His long re- 
tention in the position of Superintendent of the 
Horlick Lime and Stone Company, indicates the 
faithfulness and promptness with which he has dis- 
charged his duty and managed the works. He 
and his wife are widely and favorably known 
throughout the community, 


tmn 


|. FRANK M. FISH, of Racine, has 


the distinetion of being the youngest Cir- 

cuit Judge in the State. His father. John 

Tracy Fish, who was for twenty-eight years 
a leading attorney of Racine County, is repre- 
sented elsewhere in this work. The Judge is a na- 
tive of McHenry County, III., where he was born 
July 4, 1858. The next year his parents removed 
to Sharon, Walworth County, Wis., and in 1867 
went to Burlington, Racine County, where they 
resided for about two years, when his father, hav- 
ing been elected District Attorney, removed to 
Racine in 1869. 

In the public schools of Sharon, Burlington and 
Racine, Frank Fish received his earlier scholastic 
training, and subsequentiy he pursued his studies 
in Racine Academy, completing his literary educa - 
tion in the State University of Madison. Having 
been reared in his father’s office he had become 
more or less conversant with the legal profession 
and determined to make it his life work. In 1876, 
he began a systematic course of reading under the 
direction of his father, and three years later, in 
1879, was admitted to the bar and began the prac- 
tice of law in the city of Racine, as a member of 
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the firm of J. T. and F. M. Fish. Thinking the 
Northwest offered better opportunities for a young 
attorney, he afterward established himself in 
Fargo, S. D., and later opened an office in Valley 
City, in the same State, where he held the position 
of City Attorney for some two years. 

On January 2, 1884, Judge Fish was joined in 
wedlock with Miss Mary A. Stowe, daughter of 
Major Lewis Stowe, of Waterville, Minn. The 
lady is a native of Massachusetts. They have one 
child, a son—Frank S. The same year of their 
marriage the young couple came to Racine, where 
they have since made their home. 

Upon his return to this city Judge Fish became 
a member of the law firm of Fish, Dodge & Fish, 
and on the senior member retiring the firm became 
Dodge & Fish, and so remained until May, 1891, 
when, by Gov. Peck, Mr. Fish was appointed 
Judge of the First Judicial Circuit, a position 
made vacant by the appointment of Judge J. B. 
Winslow to the Supreme Bench of the State. He 
had previously served for two years as District 
Attorney of Racine County, having been elected 
to that position in 1888, 

Sociall y, Judge Fish is a member of the Masonic 
order and of the Knights of Pythias. Both he 
and his wife belong to the Episcopal Church, and 
in political sentiment he advocates the principles 
of the Republican party. Iu every official capac- 
ity, Judge Fish has conscientiousiy performed his 
duty without fear or favoritism. Inthe words of 
another“ Judge Fish isa young man of recog- 
nized talent and ability—a son not unworthy of 
an illustrious futher,” 
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+71 DELMER A. GRAVES, a sub-contractor in 
ef} the separator department of the J. I. Case 
| 1 Threshing Machine Works, in Racine, has 
® been a resident of Southern Wisconsin for 
forty-eight years. He was born in Cortland 
County, N. Y., November 19, 1831, and is a son of 
Austin and Sophronia (Cowles) Graves. His fam- 
ily came originally from Granville, Mass., whence 
they removed to Cortland County, N. Y., and in 
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1844 came to Wisconsin, locating in Walworth 
County. In the spring of 1846 they removed to 
the town of Leroy, Dodge County, Wis., where the 
parents of our subject spent the remainder of their 
The father died February 13, 1879, and the 
mother on the 17th of January, 1888. There 
were four sons in the family. Those living are: 
Lorenzo H., now residing in Seattle, Wash.; Myron 
G., who served as a soldier in the late war, belong- 
ing to Company K, Tenth Wisconsin Infantry, and 
on the 


days. 


now resides old homestead in Dodge 
County; Russell C., who was also a member of Com- 
pany K, Tenth Wisconsin Infantry for two years 
and a half and is now residing in Santa Cruz, Cal. 

Adelmer A. Graves, the eldest son of the family, 
came to Wisconsin with his parents in 1844, and 
lived near Darien, Walworth County, until the 
spring of 1846, when with the family he removed to 
Dodge County and attended its public schools, 
Afterward he returned to his native State, where 
he spent the years 1852 and 1853 in learning the 
carpenter’s trade. On again coming to the West 
he made a location in the town of Somers, Kenosha 
County, Wis., in the early spring of 1857. 

On the 26th of May of that year, Mr. Graves 
was joined in wedlock with Miss Mary E. Bishop, 
daughter of Jacob and Fannie Bishop, who were 
pioneers of Kenosha County. Mrs. was 
born in Columbiana County, Ohio, and with her 
parents came to Wisconsin in 1839, 


Graves 


By her mar- 
riage she became the mother of six children, three 
sons and three daughters—George A., who married 
Eliza Gregg and resides in Racine; Minnie, at home; 
John C., who died at the age of two years; Jacob 
B., who married Katherine Dischler, and makes his 
home in Racine; Alice M. and Fannie L., who are 
residing with their father. Mrs. Graves, the mother 
of these children, died July 14, 1885, and on the 
18, of July, 1887, in Racine, Mr. Graves married 
Miss Anna S. Cary, who was born in that city and 
is the only surviving child of Alfred and Mary L. 
(Knight) Cary, a sketeh of whom appears elsewhere 
in this work. Her parents were among the earliest 
pioneers of Racine and their marriage, which was 
celebrated on the 29th of December, 1836, was the 
first wedding which took place in that city. 


~ On retuming from New York Mr. Graves per- 
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fected himself in his trade and has since pursued 
that occupation. In 1864, he came to Racine and 
has since been employed by the J. I. Case Threshing 
Machine Company, being now one of the oldest 
employes in years of service connected with that 
company. In politics he has usually voted with 
the Republican party but has now identified him- 
self fully with the Prohibition party, which has 
had his sympathy since its organization. Himself 
and wife are members of the Presbyterian Church 
of Racine, in which Mr. Graves has served as Dea- 
for ten years, and in January, 1892, was 
elected an Elder. He is an earnest and consistent 
Christian gentleman and a faithful and zealous 
supporter of his church. He is also enthusiastic in 
defense of the temperance cause and in support of 


con 


the cause of prohibition and by his upright and 
honorable life has won the confidence and good 
wishes of all with whom he has been brought in 
contact. 


EORGE HALE, one of the early settlers of 
> Kenosha County of 1842, and a son of 
Obed P. Hale, whose sketch appears else- 
where in this volume, was born in the town of 
Hampden, Geauga County, Ohio, May 19, 1840, and 
was therefore only two years old when he came to 
Kenosha County. His father’s farm and the dis- 
trict schools furnished him both employment and 
enjoyment. Ile had not quite attained his majority 
when Fort Sumter was fired upon, but if he could 
not vote he was ready to fight forhis country. Ac- 
cordingly on the 12th of August, 1862, he enlisted 
in Company H, Thirty-Third Wisconsin Infantry 
under Capt. Lindsley of this county. 

Young Hale went out as Orderly of his company. 
He was in the battle of Coldwater, in which the 
Captain lost his life: This disaster was the occasion of 
Mr. Hale being promoted to be Second Lieutenant. 
In the famous siege of Vicksburg, in the brilliant 
raid on Meridan, Miss., and in the inglorious Red 
River expedition under Gen. Ranks, he took an 
active part. In the pursuit after Gen. Price through 


the ny swamps of Atma, whee’ the file | efforts. For ahalf century Mr. 


leaders put punk wood on their backs by night, so 
that they might be seen, he contracted typhoid 
fever which brought him so near to death’s door 
that he was reported to have died in the Jefferson 


Barracks Hospital and his successor in office was | 


appointed. Upon his recovery, however, he was 
restored to his position of First Lieutenant, to 
which he had been promoted just after the siege 
of Vicksburg. At Madison, Wis., he was detailed 
as Post Adjutant and was chosen as a member of 
the Board of Military Court Martial. In 1865, 
he was ordered to rejoin his regiment, but the sur- 
render of Gen. Lee practically closed the war and 
he was discharged on the 30th of August. 

Returning to Paris Township, Mr. Hale was 
elected Chairman of the Board of Supervisors,which 
position he held for three years. 
the farm and removed to Kenosha, where he has 
since been engaged in the general grocery and 
crockery business, being the oldest grocery mer- 
chant in the city. 
was continued until 1879, when he purchased his 
partner’s interest and ran the business alone until 
1884, when he admitted to partnership C. S 
son, the firm becoming Hale & Bronson. They 
have an excellent trade such as they have merited 
by their fair and honest dealing and courteous 
treatment of their patrons. In 1889, Mr. Hale was 
elected a member of the County Board of Super- 
visors and the following year was appointed Deputy 
Collector of Customs, which position he still holds. 

The lady who bears the name of Mrs. Hale was 
in her maidenhood Miss Ellen M. Leonard. She 
is a native of the Green Mountain State and on the 
11th of May, 1862, gave her hand in marriage to 
our subject. This union has been blessed with six 
children, four of whom are yet living—Samuel, 
Myron II., Goorge L. and Marion B. 

Politically, Mr, Hale is a Republican and his 
wife isa member of the Episcopal Church. 
was who organized the Grand Army Post of Keno- 
sha. Being chosen its first Commander, he held 
the position for two years. In his business affairs 
he has been successful. He began work at twenty- 
five cents per day and is now in comfortable cir- 


cumstances as the result of his own industrious 
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In 1870, he left | 


The firm title of Drom & Hale | of fourteen years. Soon after the death of his 


5. Bron- | 


He it 
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Hale has made 
Kenosha County his home and his loyalty to coun- 
try and duty has won for him the highest regard 
of his fellow-men, both as a soldier and citizen. 
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— ENRY CADY, deceased, was one of the 
most prominent citizens of Rochester 
Township, and was an early settler of 
Racine County. In Rutland, Vt., he was 

born on the 21st of August, 1809, and came of a 
family of English origin, which was established 
in the United States during colonial days. His 
parents, Thomas and Elizabeth (Delano) Cady, 
were also natives of the Green Mountain State, 
from whence they emigrated to Ohio, in an early 
day, locating near Chillicothe where both the 
father and mother died in 1823. 

Our subject was thus left an orphan at the age 


parents he entered the drug store of an uncle in 
Chillicothe and learned the business. For thir- 
teen years he continued to make his home in that 
city, when in 1836, he went to Michigan, where 
he spent one year, working at the carpenter’s 
trade. In 1837 we find him in Two Rivers, Wis., 
and in the following spring he came to Racino 
County, Wis., among its earliest settlers. Very 
wild and unimproved was the county at that 
time, many of its towns had not yet sprung into 
existence and there was little promise of the 
great progress which it was to achieve within the 
next few years. Mr. Cady purchased one hundred 
and twenty acres of land in Rochester Township, 
upon a part of which the village of Rochester now 
stands, and there engaged in agricultural pursuits, 
when he removed to the village and once more 
resumed his old business as druggist, opening a 
store in Rochester. Not long afterwards he was 
appointed Postmaster, which position he held 
until his death or for a continuous period of 
twenty-two years, a fact which indicates the 


| efficiency with which he discharged his duties and 
| his popularity with the patrons of the office. 


In 1830, Mr. Cady wedded Mertia Hickox, and 
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unto them were born the following children: 
—Edwin, deceased, Erwin; George, deceased; 
Thomas, who is now living in Muskegon, Mich.; 
William, deceased; and Mertia, wife of Charles 
Caley, a resident of New Marshall, Minn. The 
mother of this family died in 1848, and on the 
3d of October, 1850, Mr. Cady was united in mar- 
riage with Miss Sarah Whitman, daughter of David 
and Rachel (Barrett) Whitman. 
blessed with two children—Luella, who is now 
Postmistress of Rochester; and Lizzie S., who be- 
came the wife of Alonzo Titus, of Marshall, Minn., 
August 24, 1889, and died on the 8th of May, 
1891, at her home in Rochester, and was interred 
in Rochester Cemetery. 


Their union was 


The people of this community attested their | 


confidence in Mr. Cady by frequently calling 


upon him to serve in some position of public | 


honor or trust. In an early day he was one of 
the town Board of Supervisors, Deputy 
Sheriff of the county when Wisconsin was yet a 
Territory, and was Justice of the Peace for a num- 
ber of years. In every office which he was called 
upon to fill he discharged his duties with a prompt- 
ness and fidelity that won him the commendation 
of all concerned. Socially, he was an Odd Fellow, 
being a charter member of the lodge at Rochester; 
in politics was a stanch supporter of Republican 
principles; and was a member of the Congrega- 
tional Church. He lived a busy and useful life, 
was upright and honorable in all his dealings, and 


was 


at a ripe old age was called to his final rest August | 


6, 1889. 
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AMUEL M ANDERSON, contractor in the 
cylinder department of the J. I. Case 


Thresing Machine Company, has held that 
position for the past twenty years. He | 


first became an employe in those works in 1854, 
when the business was owned individually by Mr. 
Case. The life record of our subject is as follows: 


He was born near Belfast, in the North of Ireland, 
September 9, 1836, and is a son of Franklin and 
Isabella (Campbell) Manderson. 


On both the 


paternal and maternal sides he is of Scotch descent. 
The days of his boyhood and youth were spent in 
his native land and at the age of eighteen he bade 
good-by to his old home and emigrated to America, 
coming at once to Racine, where he secured a posi- 
tion in the J. I. Case Threshing Machine Works. 

Mr. Manderson there continued to be employed 
until the breaking out of the late war, when, among 
the first to respond to the President’s call for troops, 
he enlisted on the 11th of June, 1861, as a member 
of Company H, Second Wisconsin Volunteer In- 
fantry, under Col. Peck, of Milwaukee. He par- 
ticipated in the battle of Blackburn Ford, the first 
battle of Bull Run, Slaughter Mountain and Gaines- 
ville. The last named, which occurred June 27, 
1862, brought a wound to Mr. Manderson. He 
received a gun-shot wound in the right thigh and 
for ten days was left on the field of battle in the 
hands of the enemy. ‘The Federal loss in this en- 
gagement was eight thousand, including killed, 
wounded and prisoners. At the expiration of ten 
days our subject was paroled and with the others 
of the Federal wounded was placed in the hospital 
of the Union troops at Washington, from whence 
he was sent to Baltimore. The ball was cut from 
his leg above the knee but left him unfit for active 
service. He was given an honorable discharge on 
the 12th of May, 1863. on account of wounds re- 
ceived in battle. 

On his return home, Mr. Manderson was ap- 
pointed to a position in the provost marshal’s 
office at Milwaukee, in charge of clothing for 
troops fitted out from Wisconsin, and served in 
that capacity until the close of the war. He then 


engaged in business in Milwaukee, but in 1867 re- 


moved to Chicago where he remained until 1870, 


| when he returned to Racine and resumed work 


with the J. I. Case Threshing Machine Company 
as a machinist. In 1871, he began in his present 
line of work as contractor and has continued it 
without interruption to the present time. 

On the 7th of February, 1865, Mr. Manderson 
and Miss Anna S. Burch were married in Racine. 


| The lady was born on the Island of Guernsey, and 


in childhood came to Racine with her parents, 
Alexander and Jane Burch,a sketch of whom 
appears elsewhere in this work. Two children, 


daughters, have been born to our subject and his 
wife—Jennie B. and Laura A. Both were born in 
Chicago and the latter is a teacher in the Racine 


city schools. All of the family are identified with | 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, although Mr. | 
In politics | 


Manderson was reared as a Unitarian. 
he is a Republican and is a member of Council No. 
220, Royal Arcanum of Racine. He made a good 


record as a brave and patriotic soldier, a competent | 
and faithful officer in the provost marshal’s de- | 


partment, and asa mechanic in the great thresh- 


ing machine works of Racine, he is highly regarded | 
for his skill and the faithful performance of his | 


contracts. 
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fancy groceries, provisions, fruits and confection- 
ery. 

Our subject is a native of Racine, bis birth hav- 
ing occurred in this city on the 11th of November, 
1855. His parents, William F. and Margaret 
(Miller) Peil, ere natives of Prussia, and while 
single came to America. They were joined in 
wedlock in Racine in 1852, and about 1865 re- 
moved to the great Catholic Seminary of St. 
Francis De Sales, in South Milwaukee, where they 
still make their home. Leo A. was educated at 
St. Francis, taking a collegiate course under the 
strict discipline of that institution. Beginning 
his studies at the age of eleven years, he finished 
the course at sixteen years, after which he cngaged 
in teaching, following that profession until nine- 
teen years of age, when he accepted a position in 
the State Hospital for the Insane at Madison, 
where under the preceptorship of Dr. Ranney, he 
engaged in the study of medicine. His experience 
in the hospital, however, prejudiced bim against 
the profession as a life occupation, and after about 
fifteen months of study and hospital duty, he gave 
up the idea of being a doctor and resumed teach- 
ing. He then taught school for four consecutive 
years and during that time served two terms as 


EO A. PEIL, a leading grocer of Racine, is | 
| e located at No. 321 Sixth Street, and carries | 


a full and complete line of staple and | 
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Town Clerk of the town of Westport, Dane 
County. He next turned his attention to mercan- 
tile pursuits, and was employed as manager for a 
time of the produce purchasing establishment in 
Sun Prairie, Dane County. In 1879 he returned 
to Racine and engaged with his uncle, Henry J. 
Miller, as clerk in his general store at a salary of 
$400 per year. He had determined to make mer- 
chandising his business and to that end worked 
early and late, leaving his surplus wages with his 
employer. ‘Thus he accumulated some capital,and 
in 1884 was admitted to a partnership in the bus- 
iness, owning a quarter interest. Years later he 
became an equal partner, and their business so 
prospered that in 1889 Mr. Peil bought out his 
uncle’s interest and conducted the business alone. 
Not long afterwards he established a grockery and 
novelty store in the last room of his double store, 
this being the first novelty store of the kind in 
Racine. After a successful business of one year 
he sold out that department. 

Mr. Peil has made a success of his venture from 
By using good judgment in buying, by 
energetic and prompt dispatch of business and fair 
dealing, he soon won a foremost place in his line of 
trade in the city which he continues to hold. 
That his success, has been of a permanent and 
marked character is conceded by those who have 
observed his course in business, and it is all the 
more creditable, as itis well known that he started 
with nothing in the way of capital. A good edu- 
cation and vatural business ability of a high order, 
indomitable energy and industry, together with 
strict integrity, were the essential elements in his 
success. 

Mr. Peil was married on the 8th of June, 1887, 
to Miss Lizzie C. Fyans, a native of Milwaukee, 
Wis., and a daughter of Edward Fyans. Two 
children have been born of their union—Leone C. 
and Marguerite M. The parents hold a high posi- 
tion in the social world, and have a large circle of 
acquaintances in the city. In politics, Mr. Peilisa 
pronounced Democrat, but has never sought or 
desired public office. He and his wife belong to 
the St. Rose Catholic Church, of which he is an 
active and influential member. 

Mr. Peil owns the fine brick block of two stores, 
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where he does business, the dimensions. of which 
are 44 feet front and 110 feet deep and two stories 
in height with basement. He also owns his resi- 
dence and another dwelling house. Thus it is ap- 
parent that what has been previously said of his 
success in life is well founded and that he is en- 
titled to be classed among the self-made young 
business men of Racine. 


Gatas A — = I) 
=k ne 


ICHOLAS J. BUCHMANN, junior mem- 
ber of the firm of Theleen & Buchmann, 
J. furniture dealers and lındertakers, of Ren- 
osha, is a native of this city, his birth having 
oceurred on the 22d of July, 1865. His parents, 
Mathias and Catherine (Leik) Buchmann, were 


both born near Trier, Germany and there resided 
until after their marriage. In 1857 they bade 
good-bye to the Fatherland and crossed the At- 
lantic to America, locating in Kenosha, where they 
have since made their home. Their family num- 
bered eleven children, six of whom are yet living 
—Lena, wife of Frank Terry, a resident farmer of 
Paris Township; Mathias who is engaged in black- 
smithing in Kenosha; Susan, wife of Herman 
Brockhaus; Katie, wife of Michael P. Funck; 
Andrew and Nicholas. Upon coming to America 
the father of this family engaged in curpentering, 
which he has since followed in connection with 
agricultural pursuits. Both he and his wife are 
members of the Catholic Church and in political 
sentiment he is a supporter of Democratic prin- 
ciples. 

We now take up the personal history of our 
subject who is known to many of our readers as a 
young man of sterling worth and principle. No 
event of special importance occurred during his 
childhood. He was educated in the Kenosha 
schools and entered upon his business career as an 
employe in the Bain Wagon Works, where he con- 
tinued forfour years. At the expiration of that 
period he went to Chicago, where he learned up- 
holstering, spending two years in that line in the 
city. On his return to Kenosha he entered the 
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employ of R. Nelson, a furniture dealer, with 
whom he remained for six months, when he went 
to Milwaukee and was engaged fora similar period 
with Matthew Brothers of that city. Subsequently 
we find him employed as clerk for three years in a 
grocery house, after which he again spent two 
years in an upholstering establishment in Chicago. 
On his return to the city of his birth he entered 
the employ of Theleen & Co., furniture dealers and 
undertakers and after three years became a part- 
ner in the business, purchasing the interest of Mr. 
Yule, while the firm name was changed to Theleen 
& Buchmann. 

A man of energy, determination and good busi- 
ness ability, Mr. Buchmann has led an active and 
useful life and has met with good success in his 
undertakings. He is now a partner in one of the 
leading furniture establishments of the county 
and the liberal patronage which is accorded the 
firm secures him a good income, of which he is 
deserving. In his political views Mr. Buchmann 
is independent and has never sought or desired 
public office. Religiously he isa member of the 
Catholic Church and also belongs to St. Michaels 
Society, Catholic Order of Foresters. 


ee 


UCIUS J. ELLIOTT,a well-known business 
man of Racine, was born in Rosendale, 
Fond du Lac County, Wis., on the 19th of 
February, 1855, and when three years of age was 
brought to Racine by his parents, James T. and 
Mary Elliott, who gre represented elsewhere in this 
volume. His education was acquired in the Racine 
public schools and at Beloit College, where he 
pursued a regular course of study. His business 
efforts have all been in the line of commercial 
work. When twenty years of age he went upon 
the road for the Racine Woolen Mills as one of its 
traveling salesmen, and for fourteen years was a 


representative of that house, his long continuance 
in its service being a high testimonial of his faith- 
fulness to the interests of the firm and of goud 
work done. 

While thus engaged Mr. Elliott became ac- 


_PORTRAIT AND ‘BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM. 


— — — — 


n in Mansfield, ‘Ohio, with Miss Ida Joes, 
a resident of that city, to whom he was married 


| 


on the 10th of February, 1886. The young couple | 
began their domestic life in Racine and their union | 


has been blessed with two daughters— Kathleen N. 
and Ruth. ‘The family attend the Congregational 
Church, of which Mrs. Elliott is a member and 
their social standing is high. 


trust, nor has he ever offered himself as an official 
candidaté. 
tion to his business and let those who desire, con- 
test in the political arena for the so-called prizes. 
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moved to Gratien, Senki Mr. Kellogg was a 
cabinetmaker by trade and followed that business 
for many years. He died in Livingston County, 
whither he had gone a few years previous. 

The subject of this sketch spent his youth in 


| the county of his nativity, where he acquired an 


excellent education. He then followed teaching 


| fora number of years and also taught penman- 
In his political views Mr. Elliott is a Republican, 
but has never had aspirations for places of public | 


He prefers to devote his entire atten- | 


| practice. 


In his social relations he is a Knight of Pythias | 
and also belongs to the Royal Arcanum and to the | 


Royal League. 


In his business affairs, Mr. Elliott | 


is connected with many of the manufacturing in- | 
dustries of Racine and with several enterprises of | 


the kind outside of the city. Looking after his 


various interests makes him one of the busiest | 


men in the city. 


He has thus formed a wide ac- | 


quaintance and is held in high regard in business | 


circles, 


AMES MADISON KELLOGG, who is en- 
gaged in farming and stock-raising on sec- 


ship. When a young man of twenty he went to 
Orleans County, where he engaged in teaching and 
employed his leisure hours and his vacations in 
reading law. Returning to Steuben County he 
was there admitted to the bar and engaged in legal 
The year 1841 witnessed his emigration 
Westward. On the ist of September, accompanied 
by his brother, Franklin Kellogg, and his family, 
he started with two wagons and five horses and 
after a long and tedious trip arrived the Ist of 
October in Chicago, then a small hamlet. Our sub- 
ject had.given considerable time and attention to 
the study of phrenology and after coming West 
engaged in lecturing on that science through Illi- 
nois and South Wisconsin for about fifteen years. 

In 1854 Mr. Kellogg was united in marriage 


| with Mrs. Lemira Fowler, a highly educated lady, 


widow of Prof. Sereno Fowler, the pioneer teacher 
of Kenosha County, who at a very early day set- 


| tled in the town of Bristol, and in 1836 opened a 


tion 3, Bristol Township, is one of the | 
| energies to agricultural pursuits and hotel keep- 


prominent citizens of Kenosha County, and 
also has a wide acquaintance throughout Southern 
Wisconsin. His sketch we wish to add to the old 


settlers’ record for he is one of the honored pio- | 


neers identified with the history of the county at 
an early day. 

Mr. Kellogg was born in Montgomery County, 
N. Y., September 25, 1812, and is the youngest in 
a family of six sons and three daughters that grew 


sell Kellogg, served in the War of 1812. The 


12 
ing. 


private school. After his marriage, Mr. Kellogg 
settled upon the farm where he now resides, the 
place then being owned by his wife, devoting his 


He followed the latter for a number of years 
or until the building of the branch of the Chicago 
& Northwestern Railroad. He has since engaged 
exclusively in farming and stock-raising and has 


become one of the well-to-do citizens of the com- 


munity. His progressive spirit has led him to do 
much for the county in the way of development 


| and improvement. He has labored particularly 
to manhood and womanhood. One brother, Rus- | 


parents, Seth and Naomi (Parsons) Kellogg, were | 


both natives of Connecticut, where their childhood 
days were passed and they were married. 


Remov- | 


ing to New York they became early settlers of | 


Montgomery County, whence they afterward re- 
26 


for the advancement of the agricultural classes 
and was one of the first to advocate the principles 
and join the Grange, an organization for the 
benefit of the farmer. He was appointed Deputy 
Organizer by the State Grange and established 
some thirteen societies in Kenosha County. He 
was instrumental in securing a free public library 
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in Bristol Township, called Bristol Grange Library, 
which now contains about seven hundred volumes, 
Z. G. Simu ons gave $500 of the amount necessary 
for its establishment and the remainder was con- 
tributed by the Grange. Mrs. Kellogg was ap- 
pointed Librarian and acted as such until her death 
January 28, 1888, 

In polities Mr. Kellogg is a stalwart Democrat, 
having been identified with that party since he 
cast his first Presidential vote for Andrew Jackson. 
Me has taken quite an active part in local politics 
and was the candidate of his party for State Sena- 
tor, and made a good race against a strong Repub- 
lican candidate in a strong Republican district. 
He has held a number of minor positions of honor 
and trust, the duties of which he ever faithfully 
performed and for a number of years was Magis- 
trate of his town. At the time of the Mexican 
War he raised a company in Illinois, of which he 
was elected Captain but the organization was ef- 
fected too late for the troops to be called into 
active service. Socially, Mr. Kellogg is a Royal 
Arch Mason, belonging to the Blue Lodge of 
Bristol, of which he was a charter member, which 
he has represented in the Grand Lodge and the 
Chapter of Kenosha. His farm, the boundaries of 
which he has extended by purchase, now com- 
prises four hundred acres of valuable land under 
a high state of cultivation. Mr. Kellogg is a man 
of prominence in this community and is highly 
respected by those who know him. 
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\ AURICE L. AYERS, deceased, was long a 
prominent citizen of Racine County, hav- 
ing for many years been connected with 
some of its leading business industries. He 

was born in Monroe County, N. Y., December 4, 
1819, and died at his home in Walworth County, 
June 11, 1874, respected by all who knew him. 
The Ayers family was probably founded in Amer- 
ica at an early day and is of Scotch origin. The 
parents of our subject were Josiah and Clarissa 


Ayers, and their family numbered seven children, | 
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five sons and two daughters, but only one is now 
living. They were as follows: Joseph, Benjamin, 
Frank, Maurice, Mary, wife of George Willard; 
and Henry, who is the surviving member of the 
family, 

The educational advantages of Maurice Ayers 
were limited. For a time he attended the district 
schools, but at the age of fourteen years had to 
begin to earn his own livelihood, which he did by 
working as a farm hand at 84 per month. He 
continued to reside in the State of his nativity for 
some time and then started for the West to seek 
his fortune upon its broad prairies. Traveling by 
way of the lakes, he landed at Chicago and soon 
after went to Rochester, Racine County, Wis., 
where he first engaged in hotel keeping. Two 
years he followed that business in Rochester and 
then carried on a hotel which he had purchased in 
Burlington, for five years. At the expiration of 
that period he became a farmer, having purchased, 
in 1852, one hundred and sixty acres of land in 
Rochester ‘Township, to the cultivation of which 
he now turned his attention. After making it his 
home for five years he again took up his residence 
in Burlington on account of his connection with 
the Fox River Valley Railroad Company, of which 
he was one of the stockholders, the road being then 
in process of construction. A year later he pur- 
chased and removed to a farm on section 9, Roch- 
ester Township. 

On the 5th of May, 1847, Mr. Ayers wedded 
Luthera Aiken,a daughter of Edward and Lucinda 
Aiken, who were natives of New York, born of 
Scotch parentage. By this union seven children 
were born: Althea, Frank, Edward, whose sketch 
appears elsewhere in this work; Henry W., Clara, 
who died in infancy; Jefferson, who also died in 
infancy; and Pearly, deceased. 

Mr. Ayers was a man quite prominent in business 
circles, being connected with various enterprises. 
He owned considerable real estate in Burlington 
and vicinity, having made judicious investments 
in land, as his financial resources were increased; 
was a partner in the malt house of Burlington and 
owned the controlling interest in the. Burlington 
flour mills. Fora number of years he was vice- 
President of the First National Bank of that city, 


holding tho office | at the time of his death. He | 
was both prominent in Masonic circles and in pol- | 


itics. By his ballot he supported the Democracy 
and was himself elected to the General Assembly 
of Wisconsin in 1849, where he ably represented 
his district. He wasa man of broad and liberal 
views, genial in manner and of a benevolent dispo- 
sition. The poor and needy found in him a friend 
and he gave his support to every enterprise calcu- 
lated to prove of benefit to the town or county. 


He passed away in 1874 and his remains were | 


interred in Honey Creek Cemetery. Thus another 
old settler was called home and the county and 
many warm friends mourned his loss. 


SS 


Island of Guernsey,in the English Channel, 
February 26, 1836, and is a son of Hillary and 
Elizabeth (Gilbert) Du Four, both of whom were 
also born on the same island. His father was a 
blacksmith by trade and followed that business for 
a livelihood. He died in 1851, in the old country, 
after which his widow came to Racine, where she 
spent her last days. Unto them was born a family 
of four children, the eldest of whom is Joseph; 
Hillary is now engaged in business in Chicago; 
Peter is also a business man of that city; Mrs. 
William Bull, the youngest of the family, died in 
Racine. 


The privileges afforded by the common schools | 
were the educational advantages which Joseph Du | 


Four received, and at an early age he was inured 
to hard labor. 
began to swing the hammer in his father’s shop, 
where he worked until 1854. He then resolved to 
try his fortune in America, and after thirty-eight 
days spent upon the Atlantic, the vessel in which 
he sailed dropped anchor in the harbor of New 
York. In that city he worked for nineteen months 
and in 1855 he cast his lot with the early settlers 
of Racine. He was in limited circumstances when 


he came here and worked for others at seventy-five | 


— AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM, 


| Julia. 


OSEPH DU FOUR, foreman of the black- | 
smith department of the J. I. Case Thresh- | 
ing Machine Company, was born on the | 


When a lad of twelve years he 


ave 


cents radar. In April, 1860, ‚tie . me np ot 
J. I. Case, with whom he remained four years, when 
in 1864 he went to work in the shops of the old 
Racine & Mississippi Railroad Company. He there 
remained three years and ten months, and at the 
expiration of that time, in 1867, was made foreman 
of the blacksmithing department of the J. I. Case 
Threshing Machine Company, in which position he 
has served continuousiy since, being one of the 
oldest employes of that company. He has some 
eighty men under his charge. 

In Racine, Mr. Du Four was joined in wedlock 
with Mrs. Amelia C. Peterson, whose maiden name 
was Foemel. She was born near Hesse Castle, Ger- 
many, in September, 1840, and when a maiden of 
six summers came to the United States. By her 
first marriage she had two children, Edward N. and 
Six children grace the union of Mr. and 
Mrs. Du Four, four sons and two daughters, as fol- 
lows: Walter G., Charles W., Arthur G., Lizzie A., 
Laura and Herbert. Both of the parents are zeal- 
ous members of the First Methodist Church of 
Racine, take an active part in 1ts work and mani- 
fest a commendable interest in its growth and wel- 
fare. In politics he is an unflinching Prohibitionist 
and both by influence and example does all in his 
power to suppress the liquor traffic. He is a man 
of sterling worth and strict integrity and his long 
continuance in his present position is a high testi- 
monial of his faithfulness and character. 
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A RS. CATHERINE BROWN. This work 
would be quite incomplete without a 
sketch of the estimable lady whose name 
heads this sketch, for she is one of the ear- 
liest settlers in the county, and has been an eye 
witness of almost the entire growth and upbuild- 
ing of the community. The rugged experiences 
of pioneer life brought out her best qualities, and 
she may weli be proud of her share in making the 
county the grand success which it is to-day. 
In December, 1838, she and her husband, the ¡ate 
Jefferson Brown, came to the county and pur- 
chased one hundred and sixty acres of the present 


YA 
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homestead, on section 6, Waterford Township, to 
which they added another forty acres in 1866. Mr. 
Brown came of Mohawk Dutch 
parents, and was born September 25, 1807, in 
Greene County, N. Y. His father went South,and 
is supposed to have died in New Orleans of yellow 
fever. His son then became the adopted child of 


and Yankee 


\ 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Silas Stanard, who gave him a good common- | 


school education. 


At the age of twenty-one, 
Jefferson began life for himself, in the capacity of 
a farmer. On the 17th of September, 1831, he led 
Miss Catherine Simmons to the marriage altar. 

Mr. Brown was an old line Whig and afterwards 
a stanch Republican, but although an active mem- 
ber of the party, he never sought office, however, 
he held the office of Pathmaster for several years, 
and the present fine roads attest to his energy and 
ability. A Methodist in belief, he gave all Chris- 
tian hand. A lover of fine 
horses, he did much to improve that stock. In 
1886 he became blind from acute rheumatism, and 
on the 23d of November, 1890, he died at the ripe 
age of eighty-three years. 

Their only child, William A. Brown, was born 
February 5, 1833, in Oak Hill, Greene County, 
N. Y.,and was educated in the common schools of 
Waterford Township, and became a farmer. His 
marriage with Miss Almeda Slater, of Waterford, 
was celebrated September 17, 1854. The lady was 
born in Rutland, Vt., October 13, 1836, and her 
education was acquired in the Green Mountain 
State and the graded schools of Wisconsin. 
Her father, G. W. Slater, was a native of Essex 
County, N. Y., born June 5, 1809. As a travelling 
minister, he labored from 1854 until 1864, when 
he located upon a farm in Coloma, Waushara 
County, where he now resides. He was thrice 
married, his first union being with Miss Harriett 
Trumbull, by whom he had two children; his 
second with Miss Janet Wyman; and his third 
wife was Miss Arabella C. Temple. Three children 
graced their marriage —lIlarriett J. and Abbott II., 
being the brother and sister of Mrs. William H. 
Brown. The former is the wife of Chancy Case, a 
farmer of Coloma, Wis. Abbott H. followed in 


effort a helping 


in 


his father’s footsteps by marrying three times. He | 
first wedded Miss Emma Hutchinson, of Hancock, 
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Wis., afterward married Lina Hollister, of Coloma, 
and his present wife bore the maiden name of 
Rose Jones. They make their home in Coloma. 

By the marriage of W. A. Brown and Almeda 
Slater, two sons and two daughters were born as 
follows: Emma A., born September 16, 1855, was 
educated in the common schools and in music, and 
on the 11th of November, 1875, became the wife 
of W. H. Vanderpool, a railroad man, who died 
September 21, 1889, leaving two children, who re- 
side with their mother in St. Paul, Minn. Jose- 
phine V., born September 30, 1859, was educated 
in the common schools and at Rochester Seminary. 
On Christmas Day of 1880, she gave her hand in 
marriage to J. H. Heimbach, and with their three 
children they reside in Duluth. W. Lozelle, the 
elder son of W. A. Brown, was born March 19, 
1862, and after completing his education, married * 
Miss Mattie Talcott, of Waterford, July 2, 1885. 
A son was born unto them July 24, 1887. Lozelle 
is the manager of his grandmother’s farm of two 
hundred acres, and is a wide-awake and enterpris- 
ing young business man, respected by all who 
know him. Although young, his neighbors have 
acknowledged his worth by calling him to the 
duties of Pathmaster. His excellent judgment and 
the tender solicitude with which he cares for a 
widowed mother and grandmother, promises him a 
warm place in the hearts of all who admire true 
manhood. Elbert A., the youngest of the family, 
born November 25, 1871, is a bright and promis- 
ing young man who seconds the efforts of his 
brother in the management of the farm. 

W. A. Brown, father of the children just men- 
tioned, took an active interest in the cause of ed- 
ucation, and served as a member of the School 
Board. His children he also provided with good 
advantages. A Republican in politics, and a 
Methodist in religious belief, be was broad gauged 
in all his dealings with his fellow-men. On the 
22d of April, 1886, he died of consumption, and 
left a widowed wife and mother to mourn his 
His widow still remains on the old home, 
and finds her journey down life’s pathway made 
pleasant by the love and attention of her noble 
sons. 

Grandma Catherine Brown 


loss. 


is also an honored 
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member of the family. Her parents were New 
York State people, noted for longevity, and her 
father lived to the age of one hundred years, On 
the 5th of March, 1813, she was born in Greene 
County, N. Y., but her eighty-seven years of active 
life have lightly taxed her body. She has lived a 
noble and useful life ¿nt has made of her ac- 
quaintances friends and her friends lovers, We 
join with all those who know her in wishing that 
she may be spared to this earth for many years to 
come and that eternal peace shall be her lot here- 


JOHNSON, one of the extensive 

owners of Bristol Township, Keno- 

t sha County, residing on section 12, 
claims New York as the State of his 
nativity. He was born in Dutchess 
February 7, 1830, coming of one of the old 
families of that county. His grandfather, Rev 
Moses Johnson, was born in the Empire State and 
served as a soldier of the War of 1812. His son, 
Nehemiah Johnson, was born in Dutchess County, 
in 1801, and married Sarah, daughter of William 
Stark, who was also a defender of his country in 
the War of 1812. After their marriage they 
removed to Steuben County, N. Y., and after- 
wards to Allegany County, where they made their 
home until 1844, in which year they emigrated 
westward, arriving at Racine on April 29. A 
location was made near the city but afterwards 
they came to Kenosha County, and settled in the 
town of Paris. Mr. Johnson purchased a place 
with slight improvements and made it his home for 
a number of years, when in 1866, he removed 
to the town of Bristol, where he resided until the 
death of his wife. He then made his home with 


our subject until called to his final rest on April 8, | 


1880, Mrs. Johnson having passed away on Janu- 
ary 17, previous. 
birth in their family of five sons 
daughters, came Esther, a teacher, now deceased; 
Rachel, also deceased, followed teaching in this 


| 


County, | 


allowing Moses in order of 
and three | 
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county and in Chicago; Martha, died in childhood; 
Lyman, is a farmer of Oregon, who served in the 
late war as a member of the One Hundred and 
Seventieth New York Infantry; Norman, en- 
listed in the Thirty-Third Wisconsin Infantry, 
and died in the while the other mem- 
bers of the family died in infancy or early child- 
hood, 


service, 


The only surviving members of the family are 
Moses and Lyman, Our subject gave his father 
the benefit of his services until he had attained to 
mature years, and the labors which occupied his 
time in childhood he has made his life work. As 
a companion and helpmate on life’s journey, he 
chose Miss Maria, daughter of James Bullamore, 
their wedding being celebrated in June, 1857. 
The lady isa native of England, and with her 
father came to this country. of the 
early settlers of Cayuga County, N. Y., and became 
a pioneer of Pleasant Prairie Township, Kenosha 
County. 


Ile was one 


Unto Mr. and Mrs, Johnson were born 
two children—flora, who is now the wife of 
Charles Marsh, a substantial farmer of the town of 
Bristol, by whom she has two sons — Alvin J., and 
D. Royal; and Mabel, who became the wife of 
William Packman and died in June, 1883, leaving 
one child, Martin J., who resides with his grand- 
parents. 

The first home of Mr, and Mrs. Johnson was an 
eighty-acre farm in the town of Paris, but after a 
few years he purchased two hundred acres of 
partially improved land in Bristol Township. The 
boundaries of his farm he has since extended until 
it comprises four hundred acres under a high 
state of cultivation. Upon it is a commodious 
and substantial residence, large barns and other 
outbuildings, and all the other necessary improve- 
ments und conveniences which go to make up a 
model farm. The owner is recognized as one of 
the progressive and enterprising agriculturists of 
the community, -who 


by the exercise of good 


business principles and industry has acquired a 
handsome competence. 


He began life empty- 
exertions have resulted in 
property. Himself and wife are 
members of the Methodist Church and are widely 


and favorably known throughout this community, 


but his 
a handsome 


handed, own 
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being held in high esteem by their many friends, 
while their social status is also high. The life 
of Mr. Johnson is in many respects well worthy of 
emulation, and should serve to encourage those 
who like himself have to start out in the world 
empty handed. 


4 —e SES * 


HILIP LENTZ, who is numbered among 
) the early settlers of Kenosha and is one of 
its leading eitizens, was born in Bittburg, 
| in the Rhine Province of Prussia, Ger- 
many. August 25, 1829. He is the only child of 
Peter and Elizabeth Lentz. His mother died when 
he was quite small, after which his father was 
again married and by the second union had four 
daughters. 
a baker. 

Our subject being an only son, received liberal 
educational advantages and when about fifteen 
years of age he began to learn the baker’s trade in 
his father’s establishment, after which he traveled 
as a journeyman in that business. Later he served 
for about six months in the regular army in ac- 
cordance with the laws of the country. Ere leav- 
ing his native land, he was united in marriage on 
January 23, 1849, with Miss Catherine Smith, who 
was born in the same locality as her husband. 
Soon after the wedding festivities were over Mr. 
Lentz established a bakery in his native town, but 
the Revolution broke out and he, sympathizing 
with the revolutionist, was advised to come to the 
United States. 

It was in 1850, that Mr. Lentz crossed the At- 
lantic. A voyage of forty-five days brought him 
to the shores of the New World and in May of 
that year he landed in Southport, now Kenosha, 
Wis. After working for others for some years, he 
began farming for himself in 1859, and although 
he had never had any experience he succeeded 
fairly well in his undertaking. In 1862, however, 
he abandoned the farm and returned to Kenosha, 
where he worked at various employments for a 
time, after which he secured a position as book- 
keeper with William Ernst, in whose employ he 


Ile did quite an extensive business as 
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remained for nearly ten years. In 1875, in com- 
pany with M. N. Funck he began business for him- 
self as a merchant and in 1878, admitted to part- 
nership William Fisher, who remained in the firm 
some three years and then withdrew. 

Three children were born unto Mr. and Mrs. 
Lentz but none are nqw living. Elizabeth, the 
eldest, became the wife of Fritz Scholer and died 
in 1884, leaving four children, Catherine, Lena, 
Frederick and Otto; Henry died in bis fifth year; 
and the youngest died in infancy. The parents are 
members of the German Catholic Church and in his 
political affiliations, Mr. Lentz is a Democrat. His 
fellow-townsmen have conferred upon him several 
positions of honor and trust, the duties of which 
he ever faithfully and promptly performed. He 
was for three years City Clerk of Kenosha, served 
several terms as Alderman and was a member of 
the Board of Supervisors for two terms. 

Mr. Lentz is numbered among the early settlers 
and prominent merchants of Kenosha, having 
long been identified with the business interests of 
the city. For sixteen years he has been in mercan- 
tile life and his honorable dealing and upright life 
have won for him, among his fellow-citizens, a 
name without reproach. 


SE HESS * 


{N TIS G. KING, (deceased) was born in Suf- 
0 field, Conn., March 14, 1827. In early life 
be went to Lorain County, Ohio, where he 
grew to manhood, and started outin the world for 
himself. For much of his life he engaged in mer- 
chandising; he opened a store in Elyria, Lorain 
County, which he carried on for several years, but 
in 1849, sold his stock of dry goods, preparatory 
to coming West. He locatedin Kenosha, Wis., then 
known as Southport, and established a dry-goods 
store, which he carried on for four years, when in 
1853, he returned to the Buckeye State, and in 
Lorain County, resided until 1868. 

During that time on September 3, 1867, Mr. 
King was united in the holy bonds of matrimon y 
with Mrs. Sarah J. Brockway, widow of Luman 
Brockway, and a daughter of David and Achsah 
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(Dodge) Crosit, both of whom were natives of the | citizen and was highly respected by all who knew 


Empire State, but the former was of Scotch descent 
and the latter was of English extraction. With 
the John Bullin Colony, they came to the Terri- 
tory of Wisconsin in 1836, and established a vil. 
lage, to which was afterward given the name of 
Southport. Mr. Crosit was one of a party who 
surveyed the greater portion of this State. He 
was born in Ogdensburg, N. Y., in 1812, and in 
Hannibal, Oswego County, N. Y., married Miss 
Dodge, a native of that county, born in 1814. He 
took quite a prominent part in public affairs, and 
built the first frame house in Kenosha. Ile and his 
family on coming to the county lived in covered 
wagons for six weeks until a cabin could be erected, 
Their journey to Wisconsin by vessel consumed 
six weeks, and on their arrival Mr. Crosit found 
that he had but six cents in money remaining. In 
connection with farming he was also interested in 
the manufacture of wagons, and in the building of 
the Kenosha & Rockford Railroad. He lcd an ac- 
tive and useful life and was one of the well-known 
and prominent citizens of this community. In 
politics he was a stanch Republican and served 
both as Mayor and Alderman of the city. He died 
in 1880, in the faith of the Universalist Church, 
and his wife was a member of the Episcopal 
Church. They reared a family of five children 
but only two are now living—Sarah J. widow of 
our subject, and Mary F. who is the wife of Lee 
Fellows, President and Secretary of the Chicago 
Dental. Association. 

Upon the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. King, they 
began their domestic life in Kenosha, where he 
continued to make his home until his death and 
where his widow still resides, After his return to 
Wisconsin in 1868, he engaged in business as a coal 
dealer and also carried on the insurance business. 
A well-known and influential citizen he was quite 
prominent in public affairs and was honored with 
several positions of trust. He served as Mayor of 
the city for one year and filled the office of Alder- 
man for several years. In 1886,he was appointed 
Postmaster of Kenosha by President Cleveland 
but only served six months, as his life was ended 
February 27, 1887. His death was a loss to the 
entire community for he was a faithfuland valued 


him. In religious belief he was a Universalist. 
His widow who still survives, makes her home in 
Kenosha, and is a lady of many excellencies of 
character who has the warm regard of a large circle 
of friends and acquaintances. Unto Mr. and Mrs. 
King was born a daughter, Minnie Belle, who re- 
sides at home. Mrs. King and daughter are Epis- 
copalians. 


RANK G. TICKNOR, a member of the 

) Racine County Board of Supervisors, rep 
resenting the Sixth Ward of the city of 
Racine, is a native of Kenosha, Wis., where his 
birth occurred on the 8th of June, 1859. His 
parents are Charles B. and Martha (Burgess) 
Ticknor. His father was an early settler of Ken- 
osha, and is now a prominent citizen of Racine, 
his sketch appearing elsewhere in this work. 

Our subject, whose name heads this record, came 
to Racine with his parents in 1863, when a child 
of four summers, and was educated in the public 
schools of that city. He learned the painter's 
trade in the shops of the J. I. Case Threshing 
Machine Company, and has been employed there 
ever since. In 1881, he formed a partnership with 
his father in contract work with that company in 
the line of his trade, which connection has been 
continued to the present time, covering a period 
of ten consecutive years. The work turned out 
by the firm is first-class in every particular, and 
employment is furnished by them to twenty 
hands. 

An important event in the life of Mr, Ticknor 
occurred on the 22d of September, 1881, when, 
in Ravine, he was joined in wedlock with Miss 
Mary A. Browne, a daughter of James R. Browne, 
of this cily, who is represented on another page 
of this work. The lady is a native of this city, 
where she has spent her entire life. One child, a 
daughter, graces the union of Mr. and Mrs. Ticknor, 
Mattie E., now aged eight years. 

In his political affiliations, our subject is a Re- 
publican, and was elected a member of the County 
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Board of Supervisors from the Sixth Ward in the 
spring of 1891. He is a member of Racine Lodge 
No. 32, K. P.; holds membership in Division No. 
1,U. R. K. P., and a member of the Endowment 
Rank of the same order. He also belongs to 
Racine Camp, No. 379, Modern Woodmen of 
America, and of Racine Conclave of the Fraternal 
Alliance, all of Racine. 


— . — =~ 


Gs HARLES W. LOOMIS, who, it is said, was 
(O, the first male child born in Burlington 
NY Township, Racine County, Wis., is located 
on section 4, Burlington Township, on the old 
homestead which his father secured from the Gov- 
ernment. He was born May 1, 1838, and is a son 
of Herman and Elizabeth (Toombs) Loomis. His 
father, a native of Oneida County, N. Y., was born 
August 24, 1807, and was a son of Alvin and 
Weltha Loomis, who were of English extraction. 
It is said that three brothers of English birth 
came to this country soon after the landing of the 
Pilgrims at Plymouth Rock and founded the 
Loomis family. 

The father of our subject was reared to man- 
hood in the county of his nativity on a farm and 
on the 3ist of August, 1835, wedded Miss Eliza- 
beth Toombs, daughter of Thomas and Anna 
Toombs, of England, where the birth of Mrs, 
Loomis occurred April 6, 1818. She was a maiden 
of only seven summers when with her parents she 
came to this country, the family locating in Oneida 
County, N. Y., where her father engaged in agri- 
cultural pursuits. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Loomis were 
born one son, our subject and three daughters: 
Catherine L., wife of Frank Amos, a lumberman of 
Oshkosh, Wis.; Charlotte, wife of Alonzo Wort- 
man, a prominent agriculturist of Walworth County, 
and Mary, wife of Morris Earle, a teamster and 
lumberman of Oshkosh. ‘The Loomis family came 
to Wisconsin in October. 1835, traveling overland 
to Racine County, and locating upon the farm 
which is now the home of our subject. They 
were among the earliest settlers and shared in the 
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usual experiences of pioneer life. The death of 
Herman Loomis occurred in October, 1847, having 
survived his wife only about a month. Their re- 
mains were interred in the old cemetery of Bur- 
lington and they left a family of four small chil- 
dren to battle with the cold and pitiless world but 
the uncle of our subject, A. Loomis, of Oneida, 
came to the home of his deceased brother and took 
Charles back with him to his own home, at the 
same time finding suitable places for the other 
children, all of whom became useful men and 
women, 

Our subject remained with his uncle in New 
York until he had attained his majority, when he 
returned to Wisconsin and the home of his child- 
hood, taking charge of the old homestead of one 
hundred and fourteen acres, which he operated 
until his youngest sister became of age, at which 
time he purchased it. He has now one of the 
most beautiful homes and finest farms in the 
county, its well-tilled fields and the many improve- 
ments there to be seen indicating the thrift and 
enterprise of the owner who has spent the greater 
part of his life within its borders. 

On the 27th of December, 1865, in Honey Creek, 
Walworth County, Mr. Loomis was joined in wed- 
lock with Miss Hannah Brittain, the wedding cere- 
mony being performed by the Rev. H. W. Brown. 
The lady was born in Lincolnshire, England, July 
16, 1843, and is a daughter of William and Eliza- 
beth (Sutton) Brittain, who were also natives of 
England. In March, 1855, they bade good-by to 
their old home and sailed for America, landing in 
New York in June, after a voyage of six weeks’ 
duration, ‘They immediately came to Wisconsin, 
where Mr. Brittain engaged in general labor 
throughout the remainder of his days. His death 
occurred November 10, 1865, and his widow now 
resides with her children. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Loomis has been born one 
child, a daughter, Lottie Irene, who was born No- 
vember 11, 1866, was educated in the Burlington 
High School and is now employed as bookkeeper 
by her uncle, Frank Amos, of Oshkosh, Wis. The 


Loomis household is the abode of hospitality and 
our subject and his estimable wife both rank high 
In politics he is a Republican, 


in the social world. 


a 
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having supported that party since he cast his first 
Presidential vote for Abraham Lincoln. He is one 
of the most prominent of Racine County’s farm- 
ers and is classed among the valued citizens of 
Burlington ‘Township, where he has so long re- 
sided. He is also numbered among the honored 
pioneers and has been an eyewitness of the greater 
part of the growth of the county, while in its de- 
velopment and upbuilding he has ever borne an 
active part, 


GN 


TL. ON. HIRAM DAVID MORSE, who resides 
Jon section 30, Waterford Township, is one 

t Y of the most prominent and widely known 
) citizens of Racine County. With the ad- 
vancement of the county’s interests his name is 


inseparably connected, and for long years he has 
aided in its upbuilding and progress. He claims | 


New York as the State of his nativity, his birth 
having occurred in Hamburg County, January 29, 
1815. His father, William Morse, was a native of 
the Green Mountain State, and came of an old 
New England family which traces its ancestry back 
through three hundred years, Farming was his 
life occupation and he accumulated quite a fortune. 
He was one of the heroes of the Revolutionary 


War, who took an active part in that struggle for | 


Independence. He wedded Lydia Ford, who was 
born in Herkimer County, in the Mohawk Valley. 
Their wedding was celebrated in the Congrega- 
tional Church, of which they were capable and 
efficient members. Mr. Morse was an old-line Whig, 
and upon the organization of the Republican 
party, joined its ranks. He died at the age of 
eighty-eight years and his remains were interred 
in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. His family numbered 
eight sons and three daughters, but only four are 
now living. Mary A., widow of John McGregor, 
has one son, and resides in Hampton, Iowa; 


Olney N., is a wealthy landlord of Seattle, Wash., | 
and in the great fire in that city lost $75,000, but | 


so successful has he been in his undertakings that 
he hardly felt his loss; Rozella is the wife of Mr. 


Harvey, a successful banker of St. Paul, Minn.. | 


| extensively 


and their sons, Clarence, Charles and Eugene, are 
extensive real-estate dealers. 

The primary education of our subject was 
supplemented by a course in Chautauqua County, 
N. Y., and at the age of nineteen he went to 
Canada, where he was engaged as an accountant 
in a mercantiic establishment for about two years, 
In 1836, he bade good-by to his old home and 
started for the far West. The trip was made over- 
land by wagons to Sandusky, Ohio, and from 
thence by steamer to Toledo. He then left his 
trunk for the steamer to deliver at Racine, but he 
never saw it again, and following the lake shore, 
arrived at Chicago, footsore and weary. His 
disgust at that place however was so great that 
notwithstanding his worn-out condition he con- 
tinued his journey to Racine, which was then a 
small village of more promising appearance than 
Chicago. Here at the age of twenty-one he really 
entered upon life. With a farmer in Caledonia 
Township he secured employment, receiving $225 
for the first year’s service, and an increase of $25 
for the second. With his savings, he purchased 
an unimproved claim of one hundred and sixty 
acres, and his brother began its development. 

On May 31, 1843, Mr. Morse wedded Marilla 
Beardsley, who was born September 20, 1822, and 
is a daughter of Ezra Beardsley, a native of 
Connecticut. He married Mrs. Mary (Chatfield) 
Niblick, who was born in Rhode Island, but was 
reared in Pennsylvania. ‘They were both Metho- 


| dists in religious belief and had the love and 


respect of all who knew them. Mr. Beardsley 
died in Waterford Township in 1849. By the 
union of our subject and his wife have been born 
children, of whom three and three 


seven sons 


| daughters arc yet living, while one daughter is 


now deceased. Herman Olney, the 
engaged in various branches of 
business in Rushville, Neb.. He is an extensive 
landowner and large capitalist. He has been 
quite successful in life, altogether due to his own 
business energy and ability, as the sum with 
which he started in life is insignificant compared 
with his present means. His friends lament that 
he is still a bachelor; Rosella, is the wife of Alfred 


Harden, a prosperous lumber merchant of Muk- 


eldest, is 
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wonago; Edwin, a prominent farmer who resides 
in an elegant residence on High Street, just 
opposite his father, married Sarah Warmington, a 
lady of English extraction. He is recognized as 
a gentleman of strict integrity and sterling worth, 
and is a stanch Prohibitionist and an untiring 
worker in the temperance cause; Emma, is the 
wife of George Lapham, a respected farmer of the 
community; Walter, wedded Mary Bennett, and is 
a prosperous of Waterford Township; 
Idella, is the of William L. 
carpenter and contractor, and they reside with her 
father. The lady is an artist of more than 
ordinary ability. Her landscape, animal 
flower paintings elicit the highest praise of all who 
walls of her father’s 


farmer 


wife Cooper, a 


and 


see them, and adorn the 
home, adding to its beauty and attractiveness. 
Mr. Morse made his first location in Rochester 


Township, and to his first purchase of land, 
added forty acres, the whole two hundred acres 
now being known as the Blackburn estate. The 
15x18 feet, in which he and his wife 
began their domestic life, still stands on the farm, 
and around it cluster many happy memories of 


the past. 


cabin home, 


What is now known as the Morse home- 
stead originally comprised four hundred acres of 
rich and productive land, but to his children Mr. 
Morse has given farms, retaining only one hun- 
dred and sixty acres, to the care of which he 
gives his personal attention. This is one of the 
most beautiful homes in Waterford Township, 
and its neat appearance indicates the thrift and 
enterprise of the owner. While in 
Township he was elected a Road Commissioner, 


Rochester 


and for nearly thirty years he has served on the 
Board of County Supervisors, and for more than 
half of which was Chairman, which is 
probably the longest term of service of any Super- 
No higher testimonial could 


time he 


visor in the State. 
be given of his ability and efficient work, than 
the statement of this fact. In 1867, Mr. Morse 
was elected to .represent his district ən the State 
Legislature, and during his term served on 
several important committees and was instrumen- 
tal in securing the charter for the Rochester 
Seminary. For some years he was School 
Treasurer and filled that position with the same 


faithfulness that has characterized his entire 
official career. Socially he is a member of Water- 
ford Lodge, No. 96 F, & A. M.; Racine Chapter 
Royal Arch Masons and Commandery, Knights of 
Labor; also belongs to the Farmers’ Grange. 
During the Rebellion he was appointed a com- 
missioner to raise troops and in 1862 drafted a 
resolution to expedite the raising of bounties for 
volunteers. When a draft was threatened, and 
Waterford’s quota was fifteen men, Mr. Morse 
gave to the family of each of those who volun- 
teered, ten bushels of wheat and had it ground 
into flour. 


his many 


This however is among the least of 
benevolent acts, but it illustrates the 
way in which he aided the Government and loyal 
The the abode of 
hospitality, and a warm welcome is ever extended 
to friends of the family. Our subject and his 
estimable wife have a wide acquaintance through- 
out Southern the regard of 
rank high. His 
public and private life is above reproach, and the 


soldiers. Morse household is 


and in 
them, they 


Wisconsin, 


these who known 
part which he has taken in the upbuilding of the 


county, numbers him among her most valued 


citizens. 


ON. ROBERT HALL BAKER, deceased. It 
is no discredit to the many able, worthy 
and successful citizens of Racine to say that 

Nas a business man and banker, he whose 
name heads this sketch, stood without a peer in 
this community. In enterprise, energy, financial 
and executive ability, he was a recognized leader, 
while his talents, broad views on Governmental 
matters and purity of character, won for him an 
enviable State and National reputation. He was 
born in the city of Lake Geneva, Walworth County, 
Wis., on the 27th of June, 1839, and was a son of 
Charles M. and Martha L. Baker. His parents were 
originally from Larrabee's Point, Vt., and settled 
in Walworth County, in the pioneer days of the 
settlement of Wisconsin Territory, whither they 
came by team. 

The primary education of our subject was ob- 
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tained in the public schools, after which he pursued 
a collegiate course of study in Beloit College. In 
March, 1856 he came to Racine, where for two 
years and a half he was employed as clerk in a 
hardware store, after which he spent a year in the 
employ of Thomas Falvey, reaper manufacturer of 
that town. In 1860 he accepted a position with 
J. I. Case, as general book-keeper and accountant 
and continued to act in that capacity until Jan- 
uary 1, 1863, when he purchased a fourth interest 
in the business, and was one of the incorporators 
of the existing J. I. Case Threshing Machine Com- 
pany. 

In politics Mr. Baker was an earnest Republican, 
prominent and influential in the councils of his 
party. He was 
1867, an Alderman in 1865 and 1868, and again 
in 1871. In 1872 he was elected to the Wisconsin 
State Senate, where he served on important com- 
mittees, and proved a hard-working and influen- 
tial member of that body. In 1873 he was the Re- 
publican candidate for Lieutenant Governor of 
Wisconsin, but was defeated as was also the entire 


elected School Commissioner in 


ticket of his party by the so-called Granger move- 
ment of that year. 
of the city of Racine, and was elected to the Wis- 
consin State Senate during the sessions of 1873, 
1875 and 1876. During the Garfield campaign 
Mr. Baker was Chairman of the Republican State 
Central Committee, and held that position at the 
time of his death. He was Chairman of the Wis- 
consin Delegation tothe National Republican Con- 
vention that nominated James A. Garfield for 
President, and led off with his vote after the long 
dead lock, and was the primary cause of his nomi- 
nation. His support of Garfield was most enthu- 
siastic and substantial, and the strain of his not 
over strong condition of health at that time was 
no doubt the cause of his death. Ile was offered 
important positions under the Government, but 
would accept none save that of Government Di- 
rector of the Union Pacific Railroad, which at that 
time was in the beginning of its reconstruction 
period, and held that position at the time of his 
death. 

Besides his interest in and connection with the 
J. I. Case Threshing Machine Company, Mr. Baker 


In 1874, he was chosen Mayor 
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was prominently identified with other important 
industries of Wisconsin, and with one of the heav- 
iest banking institutions of the State, the Manufac- 
turers National Bank of Racine, of which he was a 
large stockholder, and for many years an influen- 
tial member of its Board of Directors. He was also 
a stockholder in the First National Bank of Crook- 
ston, Minn., and in the First National Bank of 
Burlington, Wis. He was a Director of the Racine 
Hardware Manufacturing Company, also of the 
National Iron Company of DePere, Wis., and 
President of the Hampton Coal Mining Com- 
In the representation of Wisconsin in the 
Centennial Exposition in 1876, at Philadelphia, 
Pa., Mr. Baker took an active interest, and was ap- 
pointed by the Wisconsin State Board of Centen- 
nial Managers as a sub-committee to supervise and 


pany. 


arrange the products of or interests specified in 
Class 16, to-wit, agricultural machinery and imple- 
ments. His superior executive ability, extensive 
acquaintance and thorough knowledge of the line 
of exhibits entrusted to his care, gave assurance of 
a creditable display in that important branch of 
Wisconsin’s products which was fully justified by 
the results. Through his instrumentality Racine 
was specially represented in the art department of 
the Exposition. Ile was Wisconsin's Representa- 
tive at the Exposition Universal at Paris in 1878. 

On the 20th of December, 1859, Mr. Baker was 
united in marriage in Racine, with Miss Emily M., 
daughter of John Carswell, Esq., a well-known 
early settler of Racine, who was several times 
Sheriff of the county. By this union was born 
four sons and a daughter, Mary Louise, who is the 
wife of Clarence J. Richards, zn attorney-at-law of 
Racine; George C., who died in Europe at the age 
Edward L., who married Miss 
Frances L. Pratt, and resides in Racine; Robert H., 


of twenty-one; 


at home; and Charles, a student in Andover Pre- 
paratory School. 

In the prime and vigor of manhood, at the age 
of forty-three, Mr. Baker was called from the field 
of his achievement and successes, his hopes and as- 
His death occurred on the 5th of Octo- 
ber, 1882, at his home in Racine, and his loss was 
deeply felt, not only by his family and immediate 
friends, but by a wide circle of acquaintances and 


pirations. 
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associates in the business and political world. His 
funeral was conducted under the auspices of the 
Episcopal Church and the Masonic fraternity, and 
is said to have been attended by a larger concourse 
of sincere mourners than that of any ever held in 
Racine. The Rev. Arthur Piper, rector of St, 
Luke" Church, recited the impressive Episcopal 
service, after which the Rev. Dr. E. Corwin, of the 
Presbyterian Church of Racine, delivered an elo- 
quent and feeling address, from which the follow- 
ing is an extract. 

“Of no man in the community could it be said 
that his friendships were so numerous or so wide- 
reaching, including those of every class, creed and 
condition. This arose not from the lack of posi- 
tivity of manner or of opinion, but was the natural 
outcome of his whole-souled manners, his personal 
candor and quick appreciation of what was worthy 
or winning in all classes. This vast concourse of 
sincere mourners is a sincere tribute not to wealth, 
but to worth. Of magnetic temperament, he made 
fast friends and made them just as readily when 
he was comparatively poor as when diligence was 
crowned with affluence. 
neutral nature. 


His was not a cold and 
I have often noticed the quick- 
ness of his sympathy when the weak and helpless 
were wronged, and the heat of his indignation 
when some meanness was meditated toward those 
whose worth he highly esteemed. He had large 
plans for the improvement of the city where he 
dwelt, which his death must delay, if not wholly 
thwart, and was not backward in affording the 
Church of Christ financial support.’’ 

After the closing of the church services, the fun- 
eral was taken charge of by the Knight Templar 
Masons of Racine Commandery, and the procession 
was formed on Main Street in the following order. 
Garfield Guards, Light Guards, employes of the J. I. 
Case Threshing Machine Company,fire department, 
Racine Club, Racine Lodge, No, 18, A. F. & A. M., 
Bell City Lodge, No. 92, Racine Commandery No. 
7, K. T.; Wisconsin Commandery, No. 1; and Con- 
sistery, No. I, of Milwaukee; hearse with Guard of 
Honor, mourners, City Council and citizens in car- 
riages. The bod» was consigned to dust with Ma- 
sonic rıtes, Prelate Arthur Piper, officiating. 

Appropriate and feeling resolutions were adopted 


by the Masonic bodies to which the deceased bo- 
longed, and by the Board of Directors of the Man- 
ufacturers National Bank of Racine, of which Mr. 
Baker had been a member. At the bank meeting 
which was presided over by the President, J. I. 
Case, Judge William C. Allen, 
spoke as follows: 


since deceased, 


“Few men possessed the rare qualities of a banker 
equal to Mr. Baker, which always lead to success. 
His mind had a powerful intuition as well as 
great powers of analyzation, enabling him at 
a glance to separate the spurious from the gen- 
uine, so that he was seldom, if ever, deceived. 
His long experience with business transactions 
of great magnitude, to the smallest detail 
thereof had so developed his mental powers as a 
banker and as a business man, it may be said of 
him with truthfulness, he had attained the emi- 
nence that raised him among the most elevated of 
business men, and as he went up, he took his in- 
tegrity with him, a quality he never surrendered 
and has never been questioned. While Mr. Baker 
was an ambitious man, he loved justice more than 
money. His word or obligation was never broken 
but faithfully kept and maintained. He religiously 
believed in the divinity of a man’s word and con- 
tract, and if not kept and maintained, mankind 
must go back to barbarism. While I speak of him 
as a banker and business man, I may justly add 
that he was equally so as a gentleman, and none 
are more willing to bear witness of the fact that 
the Board of Directors of the bank as well as its 
employes. 

“Mr. Baker was a kind man, whether in business 
or out of it, he was ever the same genial gentle- 
man. lle was free from miffs and resentments 
without a good cause, and never with a revengeful 
spirit. Ile regarded that the fairest action of man 
was scorning to revenge an injury. By the death 
of Mr. Baker, it is not the bank alone that has met 
with a great loss, but the Nation. Mr. Baker, by 
instinet and education was a Statesman, ranking 
with the most eminent. 


He had clear and com- 
prehensive views of national affairs, and his in- 
fluence was felt outside the bounds of his native 
State, where he was so favorably known. He took 
a deep interest in all public affairs for the county 's 
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good, and to this end it may be said he was gen- 
erous with his money and labor to accomplish at 
the same time without any sinister motive. 

“It is true, Mr. Baker has left us to return not, 
but he has not left us comfortless, He left his 
good character with us, a legacy above all price, 
on which there is not a spot or blemish; it belongs 
to his family and the public in common. Indeed 
the loss of Robert H. Baker reaches far and wide, 
and people mourn itas a calamity, and well may 
they, for Mr. Baker was a benefactor; the world 
was made better and the people have been blessed 
for his having lived in it. We all deplore his 
death. He was entirely free from ostentation, 
and mingled with bis fellow-citizens as one of 
them, apparently unconscious of his superiority. 
But it was in his home, surrounded by his family 
and friends, if any place more than another, he 
excelled. He was a kind, affectionate and appre- 
ciative husband; equally so as a father, and had a 
faculty in receiving and entertaining his friends 
in a way that endeared them all to him. Indeed, 
he was a general favorite everywhere, and had the 
love and confidence of all who knew him. He 
was the same courtly gentleman to all classes, the 
poor as well as the rich, and was equally approach- 
able by all, and none now speak of him except to 
praise.“ 


PRANCIS PADDOCK, M. D., now deceased, 
) was for many years a well-known physician 
1 ot Kenosha County. Ile was born in New 
York, September 15, 1814, and died at his home in 
the town of Salem, on the 29th of March, 1889, 
respected by all who knew him. His parents were 
William D. and Mary Paddock and both were of 
Welsh descent. They had a family of six children, 
of whom the Doctor was the eldest. The next two, 
Hannah P. and Emily, are both deceased; Zachariah, 
a merchant in San Diego, Cal.; Mary J. is the wife 
of William Coon, an attorney of Mankato, Minn., 
and Wallace is a retired farmer living in Mankato. 

At a very early age Francis Paddock began life 


| 
| 
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for himself and ever afterward made his own way 
in the world. By his own application and efforts 
he managed to acquire a good education and at the 
age of seventeen taught his first school. For some 
years he followed that profession through the win- 
ter months, while in the summer season he at- 
tended medical college, having determined to en- 
gage in the practice of medicine as a life work. 
He also studied with Dr. Hamilton, of Auburn, 
N. Y. With his parents he came to the Territory 
of Wisconsin in 1839, the trip being made by team, 
and in Salem Township, Kenosha County, the fam- 
ily settled, locating on a farm where the widow 
and children of Dr. Paddock still make their home. 
About four hundred acres of land on section 2, was 
purchased from the Government, It was the Doc- 
tor’s intention on coming West to aid his parents 
in locating in Wisconsin and then go to Michigan, 
where he expected to establish an oflice and engage 
in practice but his father was taken sick and he gave 
up the plan, remaining at home to manage affairs. 
He also engaged in the practice of medicine, which 
he continued within a few years of his death. 

On the 19th of August, 1841, Dr. Paddock was 
united in marriage with Miss Martha, daughter of 
Lewis and Betsey Munson, who were natives of 
Oneida County, N. Y., and were of English descent. 
Fourteen children were born unto them as follows: 
Ambrosia, wife of Lewis Burgess, a real-estate 
dealer of Tacoma, Wash.; Cecelia, who died at the 
age of six years; Francis, who is living near Brown- 
ville, Mitchell County, Iowa, where he carries on 
farming; Cassandria, a practicing physician of Ke- 
nosha County; Gay, wife of Edward D. Bailey, a 
resident farmer of Steele County, Minn., May P., 
wife of William Davenport, who is living near 
Osage, Iowa; Claire, wife of Daniel A. Mahoney of 
Kenosha Wis.; Dora, wife of Dr. Corbin,a practic- 
ing physician of Clinton, lowa; Munson,an attor- 
ney-at-law, and five children who died in infancy. 

In his political affiliations Dr. Paddock was a 
Republican and his fellow-townsmen testified their 
confidence in his ability by electing him to various 
official positions. Aside from minor offices he 


served as Justice of the Peace for several years 


and also represented his district in the State Leg- 
He was a member of the Masonic fratern- 


islature. 


nn me — 


r — 


576 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM. 


ity and aided in the organization of the Old Set- 
tiers’ Club of Salem Township. He was recognized 
as one of the prominent and influential citizens of 
the community as well as one of the honored pio- 
neers, and was laid to rest in Salem Cemetery. His 
life was well and worthily spent and he left to his 
family the priceless heritage of an untarnished 
name. 


— i bet — 
— DH 


| ceased, was one of the early members of 
the First Baptist Church of Racine, as 
Both lived to a 
ripe old age and were widely known as devout and 
worthy Christian people. 
born in Stanstead, County of Quebec, Canada, on 
the Ist of April, 1804. With his father, Jedediah 
Griswold, he came to the United States and settled 
in Geneva, N. Y., where he spent five years. They 
then removed to Buffalo of the same State, where 
they made their home for fourteen years. In Sep- 
tember, 1834, the subject of this sketch was united 
in marriage, in Ithaca, to Marcia, daughter of 
Charles Cutler. She was born in New Hall, Vt.,in 
1804, and joined the Baptist Church in girlhood. 

Deacon Griswold united with the same church in 
Buffalo in 1830. In that city he was engaged in 
teaching for several years, and for a time was 
Principal of the High School of that city. In Sep- 
tember, 1843, with his wife, he emigrated to Wis- 
consin Territory and settled in Racine, then but a 
little hamlet in the woods near the mouth of the 
river. Mr. Griswold opened the first hat and cap 
store at this place, and dealt in furs. He also en- 
gaged in tanning in company with Messrs. Burcham 
d Bishop and continued business until shortly be- 
fore the war, when he suffered heavy losses and 
was forced to close up his mercantile affairs. In 
the year 1861 he was appointed Deputy Collector 
of Customs under President Lincoln, which posi- 
tion he held for the long period of twenty consec- 
utive years, and the office he filled with credit to 
himself, ever discharging his duties with prompt- 
ness and fidelity. He was elected Deacon of the 


was his worthy wife. 


Deacon Griswold was 


i 


First Baptist Church in 1850 and filled that posi- 
tion until his death, which occurred on the 7th of 
February, 1884. His wife survived him but a few 
years and died on the twenty-second of January, 
1890, at the advanced age of eighty-six years. 
Deacon Griswold was the first Treasurer of the 
First Baptist Church of Racine, to which oflice he 
was elected in 1845. He performed the duties of 
the oflice with fidelity and was prominently iden- 
tified with the church in various ways for all the 
years of his connection with it, which numbered 
thirty-four in all. He was an original Abolition- 
ist, and in the days of slavery agitation was 
widely known as a warm sympathizer with the col- 
ored bondage and was active in the 
underground 


people in 
so-called railroad, by which many 
slaves found freedom in Canada. On the organi- 
zation of the Republican party he joined its ranks 
and was always a warm advocate of its principles. 
Ilis life was that of an earnest Christian and he led 
others by example as well as precept toward that 
high standard of morality he deemed essential to 
a perfect life. 
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AMES FLETT, one of the early settlers of 
Kenosha County, and a respected citizen of 
Somers Township, owns and operates a val- 

unable farm of one hundred and twenty 

acres on section 29. Ile is a native of Scotland, 
born April 22, 1822. His father, James Flett, Sr., 
who was also born in that country, there married 

Jane Annel, likewise a native of Scotland, and in 

that land they spent their entire lives, 

Our subject was reared to manhood under the 
parental roc fand received such educational advan- 
tagés as the common schools afforded. In 1845, 
he married Miss Ann Heddle, a daughter of David 
Heddle, and a native of Scotland, where the days 
of her maidenhood were passed. Fora number of 
years Mr. Flett followed the life of a sailor and 
became a quarter-master in the employ of the 
Oriental Navigation Company. 


For three years 
he served in that capacity, after which he re- 
signed. During that time he had made a trip 


around the world and visited many of the great 
cities and other places of importance on the face 
of the globe. After severing his connection with 
the company mentioned, he made a trip to Aus- 
tralia at the time of the gold discoveries in that 
country aud spent a year and a half in the mines, 
meeting with fair success. In 1855, he returned 
and after spending a few weeks in England and 
Scotland, bade good-by forever to the land of his 
birth and from Liverpool sailed to New York. 

On the 9th of September, 1855, Mr. Flett ar- 
rived in Kenosha and purchased eighty acres of 
wild land, turned his attention to agricultural 
pursuits. Upon that farm he has since made his 
home, though its boundaries have been extended 
until now one hundred and twenty acres pay a 
golden tribute to his care and cultivation. For 
thirty-six years it has been his home, and during 
that time it has been transformed fron, a barren 
tract to one of the best cultivated places in this 
part of the country. The fields are well tilled 
and the improvements, which are many, are both 
useful and ornamental. A commodious and sub- 
stantial residence is situated on a beautiful lawn 
and surrounded with evergreen trees, shrubs and 
flowering plants. In the rear are good barns and 
other outbuildings. There is also a large orchard 
and the whole appearance of the place indicates 
the thrift and enterprise of the owner, who in 
following farming has won success and become a 
substantial resident of Somers ‘Township. 

In politics, Mr. Flett is a Republican, having 
been identified with that party since he cast his 
first vote for John C. Fremont. He has held a 
number of local offices of honor and trust, has 
been a member of the Board of Supervisors and 
for the long period of twenty-two years has been 
a member of the School Board, eighteen years of 
which time he has served as Clerk of the district. 
He believes that to all the means of securing an 
education should be extended and his labors in 
behalf of the schools have been instrumental in 
advancing their excellence. He and his wife were 
among the first members of the Somers Presby- 
terian Church, in which they are still faithful 
workers and Mr. Flett is one of its Elders. 

Unto this worthy couple have been born nine 
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sons, six yet living, namely: David H., who is 
now a prominent lawyer of Racine; James, a 
farmer of Wright County, Iowa; John who died 
in early childhood; William H., who is engaged in 
the practice of law in Merrill, Wis.; Henry S. who 
graduated from Rush Medical College, engaged in 
the practice of his profession in Merrill, Wis., for 
two years and died at that place; A. L. who is en- 
gaged in teaching in ‘Tower, Minn.; Robert who 
died at the age of nineteen years; George C., who 
is now pursuing a course of law in Madison, Wis., 
and Charles, a teacher of recognized ability, re- 
garded as one of the ablest instructors of Kenosha 
County. 

Mr. Flett has lived a busy and useful life, 
thirty-six years of which have been passed in 
Kenosha County. Ile is a progressive and enter- 
prising farmer, weil entitled to the esteem of his 
fellow-townsmen and with pleasure we present his 
sketch to our readers. 


XA, ATTHIAS AHRENS, proprietor of the 
IAN Orchestrain Hall of Racine, and one of the 
well-known citizens of the community, is 
of German birth. His parents, John and 
Anna (Hanson) Ahrens, spent their entire lives in 
Germany, their native land, and the father engaged 
in farming on a small scale. In their family were 
four children, all of whom came to the United 
States. John Ahrens lived to be seventy years of 
age, but his wife died at the age of forty-eight. 
The subject of this sketch was born in Holstein, 
Germany, February 16, 1824, aud was reared to 
manhood under the parental roof. In 1848, accom- 
panied by his brother John he sailed for the United 
States. The latter enlisted for the War of the 
Rebellion and was killed in the service. In 1853 
the two sisters crossed the Atlantic and Anna is 
now the wife of Fred Forst, of Green Bay. Dora 
died in Racine. 
Matthias had very limited educational privileges 
and on his father’s farm learned the blacksmith’s 
trade, after which he worked two years for another 
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without compensation as he could not go out as a 
journeyman without a certificate and this he could 
not get by working in his father’s shop. When his 
country would haye pressed him into the army 
service, he ran away to America and on the 9th of 
June, 1848, arrived in Racine. He had only #35 in 
He went 
to a Yankee farmer who was also a blacksmith and 


his pocket and could not speak English, 


that gentleman told Mr. Ahrens that he would 
give him work on the farm if he could get nothing 
else to do but he would rather see the young man 
earn wages at his trade. 
tional kindness and the man to whom he had ap- 


This was certainly excep- 


plied sent some one with Mr. Ahrens to Racine to 
geta job. He work with Mr. 
Putnam, where the plant of the J. I. Case Thresh- 


secured Thomas 
ing Machine Company now stands at #10 per 
month. Later he worked for six months with T. 
Wright, after which as 4 partner of Samuel Bau- 
man he engaged in blacksmithing on his own ac- 
count, but in four months they broke up. He then 
worked for twelve years in the shop of A. P. 
Dickey, and for nine years of that time was fore- 
man. 

In 1861, Mr. Ahrens and a partner began run- 
Together they had 
In 1869, 
they built a brick store which is now a part of the 
office of the J. I. Case Threshing Machine Company 


ning a grocery and saloon. 
$300 but their capital rapidly increased, 


and kept groceries, crockery and liquors. The 
same year our subject established a music store, sel- 


1876 
his partner divided their possessions, having at 


ling all kinds of instruments. In he and 
that time seven store buildings and our subject 
continued alone in business for three years, when 
he sold out to J. I. Case & Co. In 1879 he re- 
moved to 622 State Street and opened the Orches- 
train Hall, into which he has put the very best 
of musical instruments, pianos, organs, etc., at a 
cost of $10,000. 
fondness for music and delights to entertain the 
the same art. He 
interested in the banks and is a member of mamy 
manufacturing interests. 

On the 18th of February, 1862, Mr. Ahrens wed- 
ded Mrs. Mary Marquardsen, nee Clauson, who is a 
native of Schleswig-Holstein, and came to the 


lic has always possessed a great 


friends and lovers of is also 
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| United States in 1853. 


They began their domes- 
tic life in the city which has since been their home. 
In polities, Mr. Ahrens is a Republican. He is a 
man of benevolent principles, has been liberal to 
charities and assisted in building up the material 
interests of the city. It was an accident that caused 
Racine but 
had occasion to regret that he did so. 


he has never 
He and his 


* 


Mr. Ahrens to come to 
brother were on the old steamer “Patchin’’ which 
ran aground near Racine and could not get off. 
For three days they lived on potato parings and 
other such food, so they decided to land and the 
result is that Mr. 
Racine for over forty-three years. 


Ahrens has been a resident of 
He has been 
He began. by sawing wood 


and working on the street at fifty cents per day, 


a hard working man. 
being paid in city serip. For six years he kept 
bachelor’s hall, making his own clothes, knitting 
He is 
well off, having stock in banks 
and a number of manufacturing enterprises, be- 
He certainly 
certainly deserves great credit for his success, 


his own socks and wearing wooden shoes. 
now accounted 


sides a great deal of other property. 


E 


ERMAN PROEHL, dealer in pianos and or- 
gans and other musical merchandise at No. 
120 Main Street, Racine, has been engaged in 


business in this city for the past eight years, 
and has worked up a good trade, becoming one of 
the leading merchants in his line, in the county. 
He is 
a native of Germany, his birth having occurred in 
the Kingdon of Saxony on the 4th of May, 1850, 
In the land of his nativity, his boyhood days were 


The life record of Mr. Proehl is as follows. 


spent and in the schools of that country he acquired 
his education. Bidding good-by to home and 
friends, he sailed for America in 1866, and at length 
arrived safely in New York. However, he spent 
little time in the eastern metropolis, going to Utica, 
In that 
year he determined to try his fortune in the West, 


N. Y., where he made his home until 1878. 


and came to Racine, Wis., where he hassince made 
his home. Mr. Proehl has built up a good trade 


in musical instruments and musical merchandise, 


MRS. A. S. BARBER, 
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and also dot nf nd repairing. 
instruments made by the most popular manufac- 
turers in this country, beside importing European | 
made stook. 

Mr. Proehl came to America when sixteen years 
of age, and has since made his own way in the 


He kandle 


world. He may truly be called a self-made man, 
for whatever success he has achieved in life is due 
to his own efforts. He is enterprising and progress- 


ive, and by his courteous treatment and fair deal- 
ing has won a liberal patronage, which he richly 
merits. 


P LBERT S. BARBER, who is engaged in 
general farming and dairying on sections 
14 and 15, in the town of Salem, is num- 
( bered among the early settlers in Kenosha 
County, of 1855. In the Green Mountain State he 


was born, bis birth occurring in Rutland County, | 


on the 21st of October, 1826. His father, James 
W. Barber, was also a native of Vermont. He 
followed school teaching in his early life and 
afterwards engaged in farming. He married Lo- 
raine Parker and their union was blessed with five 
children, the eldest of whom 18 our subject. Barton 
W. and William P, are both engaged in farming 
near Gardner, III.; John P. follows agricultural 
pursuits in Iowa, and Charles died in infancy. 

We now take up the personal history of Albert 
Barber, the only member of the family residing in 
Wisconsin. No event of special importance oc- 
curred during his childhood, which was passed in 
the usual manner of farmer lads, he attending the 
district schools in the winter season until about 
seventeen years of age, while in the summer 
months he worked upon the farm. Remaining 
under the parental roof until twenty-five years of 
age he then left home and was united in marriage 
with Miss Eliza Selleck, of Lawrence County, 
N. Y. Having learned the carpenter's trade he 
followed that pursuit in order to provide for their 
maintenance and continued to make his home in 
the Green Mountain State until 1854, when he 
came to the West, traveling from 9 to 


27 


t 


581 


Buffalo, and thence by way of the Lakes to 
Milwaukee. Soon afterwards he went to Janes- 
ville, where he spent the winter working at carpen- 
tering and in the spring of 1855 he came to 
Kenosha County, where he purchased one hundred 
and six acres of land on sections 14 and 15, Salem 
Township. ‘To farming he now devoted his time 
and attention and soon had the wild land trans- 
formed into rich and fertile fields. His financial 
resources having increased he afterwards made 
another purchase of a one hundred-acre tract in 
1867, and has since made his home thereon, carry- 
ing on the dairy business in connection with gen- 
eral farming. He has good improvements upon 
his place and keeps some fine milch cows for dairy 
purposes. 

Mr. and Mrs. Barber suffered the loss of their 
only child in 1887. J. Charles was born on the 
12th of October 1853, and while crossing the Cen- 
tral Railroad track, near Camp Lake, Wis., was 
killed on the 13th of October, of the year above 
mentioned, at the age of thirty-four. As he was 
an only child the blow was all the heavier to the 
bereaved parents. 

In his political views Mr. Barber is a Republi- 
can, and as every true American should do, feels 
an interest in the success of the party, whose prin- 
ciples he advocates. For four years he has served 
as Constable of his township. He is a member of 
the Good Templars society, being a stanch advo- 
cate of temperance principles and also holds mem- 
bership with the Congregational Church. His life 
has been well and worthily spent and from a finan- 
cial standpoint, also, it has been successful. 


— — — 59 
5 AL er a 
— ENRY ANDERSON, who is numbered 


D) among the enterprising young farmers of 
Z Norway Township, resides on section 23, 
He is a native of the county, his birth 
having occurred on the 7th of April, 1846. His 
father, Rev. Andrew Jacobson, became one of the 
most prominent citizens of this community. He 
was a native of Norway und after attaining to 
mature years wedded Christie Henderickson. They 
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emigrated to this country in 1846, and the same 
year came to Racine County, Wis., locating in the 
town of Norway. Mr. Jacobson was a self-edu- 
cated man, yet well informed, possessing superior 
intelligence. He here purchased raw land and 
opened up a new farm upon which he reared his 
family. He became a local preacher of the Metho- 
dist church, being one of the pioneer ministers of 
Southeastern Wisconsin. He died July 18, 1866, 
in Dodge County, Wis., where he was engaged in 
missionary work. A prominent and influential 
citizen of the community, his loss was sincerely 
mourned, His life was a noble one and he left to 
his family an untarnished name. His wife sur- 
vived him twenty-three years, passing away July 
22, 1889. Our subject is the fourth in order of 
birth in their family of five sons. Hanse, the 
eldest, served through the late war, as a member 
of Company C, Fifteenth Wisconsin Infantry, 
and now resides with his wife and seven children 
in Howard County, Iowa, where he follows farm- 
ing; Jacob, who formerly served as treasurer of 
Racine County, is now custom collector in Racine, 
and an influential citizen; John, aman of superior 
education and ability, is a successful teacher resid- 
ing with his family in Iowa; Henry is the next 
younger; and Christian is a farmer and teacher, 
residing in Pierce County, N. Dak. 

Henry Anderson spent his boyhood days on his 
father’s farm and was early inured to hard labor. 
The common schools afforded him educational 
privileges and on the death of his father he took 
charge of the old home farm, of which he became 
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the owner by buying the interests of the other | 


heirs. 
and the improvements consist of a pleasant resi- 
dence, good barns and other outbuildings and an 
excellent orchard. He also has good machinery 
and raises fine stock. His business dealings have 
been characterized by fairness and he has thus 
secured the confidence of all with whom he has 
been brought in contact. 


which numbers him among the well-to-do farmers 
of Norway Township. 

On the 22d of March, 1877, Mr. Anderson was 
joined in wedlock to Miss Eliza Isaacson, who was 
born in Dodge County, Wis., January 7, 1859 and 


He now owns one hundred and twenty acres | 


is a daughter of Isaac Isaacson. The three 
brothers, Henry, Jacob and Christian Anderson, 
married daughters of that gentleman. Four 
children grace the union of our subject and his 
wife, as follows: John E., Emma C., Freddie 5. 
and Henrietta E. The parents are both members 
of the Methodist Church and take an active inter- 
est in its growth and work. Mr. Anderson exer- 
cises his right of franchise in support of the Repub- 
lican party and keeps himself well informed on the 
issues of the day. His fellow-townsmenyrecogniz- 
ing his worth and ability, have called upon him to 
serve in official positions; he has three times been 
Town Treasurer and his efforts to advance the inter- 
est of the public schools have been productive of 
much good. Mr, Anderson is numbered among 
the pioneer settlers of his native county and dur- 
ing the forty-five years of his residence here has 
witnessed much of its growth. He has aided in 
developing the wild lands, has seen many of its 
villages spring up and noted the introduction of 
railroads, the telegraph and many other important 
inventions of the age. Ile has also seen the pro- 
gress of Racine from a small town to a flourishing 
city, and become recognized as the leading manu- 
facturing center of Southeastern Wisconsin. 
These innovations have placed Racine county in 
the front rank in Wisconsin and Mr. Anderson 
feels a just pride in her advancement and progress, 


Bik Barrier 


Vi) APT. ALFRED ACKERMAN, one of the 
( enterprising citizens of Randal Township, 


V residing on section 21, has been a resident 


| of Kenosha County since an early day, and its his- 


He has also won success | 
County, Conn. 


tory would be incomplete without his sketch. He 
was born in Jefferson County, N. Ys, August 8, 
1826, and isa son of John and frene (Meigs) 
Ackerman, the former a native of Saratoga 
County, N. Y., and the latter of Rhode Island 
Their marriage was celebrated in 
Oswego County, N. Y., and unto them were born 
fourteen children, four sons and ten daughters as 
follows: Sheldon, now deceased; Mary, the wife of 
John Crandall, of New York; Sarah, deceased; 
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Irene, wife of William Burlingame, a farmer re- 
siding near Lansing, Mich.; Harriet R., Laura, 
Clarinda and Alvira, all deceased; Martha, widow 
of C. P. Davis, of Henry County, III.; Esther and 
Cornelia, both deceased; Albert, who makes his 
home in Minnesota; Alfred, whose name heads 
this record; and Theodore, who has also passed 
away. The father of this family died in Jefferson 
County, N. Y., Novemoer 5, 1855, and his remains 
rest in the family vault in that county. The year 
following her husband’s death, Mrs. Ackerman 
came to Wisconsin with our subject, residing with 
him until she was called to the home beyond in 
March, 1865, at the age of seventy-four years. Her 
remains were interred in Kenosha Cemetery. Both 
were members of the Methodist Church, and in 
politics, Mr. Ackerman was a Whig. He was a 
man of sterling worth and upright in principles. 
In the War of 1812, he served as a soldier and was 
present with the American army at the battles of 
Sackett’s Harbor and Oswego. By occupation he 
was a farmer and mason. 

Our subject acquired his education in the com- 
mon schools and when a lad of fourteen years 
years started out in life for himself. It was in 
1840 that he shipped before the mast on the ves- 
sel Rainbow,“ commanded by Capt. Seymour 
Barney. ‘The following season he was employed 
on two vessels, the “Whig’’ and “Dexter.” In 
the spring of 1844, he formed one of the crew on 
the brig Hampden, which sailed from Lake On- 
tario to Chicago, and was thus employed for four 
seasons as a common sailor. In the fifth season 
he was mate and pilot and from that time rose suc- 
cessively step by step. He was afterward mate 
on the schooner, “Herald,’’ of which he after- 
ward became captain and in the same official 
capacity was connected with several other vessels. 

In Jefferson County, N. Y., on the 11th of Jan- 
uary, 1855, Capt. Ackerman was united in marriage 
with Jane C. Adams, who was born in the same 
county, April 28, 1839, and is the daughter of 
Henry and Emily (Dickenson) Adams. Her 
father belonged to the Adams family so common 
in Massachusetts and was a cousin of the two 
Presidents of that name. His wife was a native of 
New Jersey and both were of English descent. 


Their family numbered two children—Jane C., 
wife of our subject; and Edwin R., who is living 
on the old homestead with his parents, who are 
now eighty-five and eighty years of age, respect- 
ively. Both are members of the Methodist Church 
and in politics, Mr. Adams was a Republican. He 
was a stanch Abolitionist in slavery days and 
through life has been a worthy citizen. 

Four children grace the union of Captain and 
Mrs. Ackerman, but Harriet, the eldest, died in 
December, 1859; Edwin T. Z. is an engineer of 
Chicago; Alfred is also a railroad employe, and re- 
sides in that city; and Martha N. is the wife of 
George A. McLean, a merchant in Chicago. The 
Captain and his wife have a pieasant home. Upon 
his marriage he located in Kenosha, where he re- 
sided until 1865, when he removed to a farm of 
one hundred and forty-nine acres on section 21, 
Randal ‘Township, where he and his wife lived un- 
til 1877, when they built a cottage upon the pres- 
ent hotel grounds. It continued to be their place 
of abode until 1882, when the splendid hotel was 
built. It contains thirty-six nicely furnished rooms 
and the building is a structure, 40x70 feet. Be- 
ing complete in all its appointments, it is a favor- 
ite resort with summer boarders. In politics, 
Capt. Ackerman is a Republican and is recognized 
as one of the prominent citizens of this coınmu- 
nity. 


~ ENRY O. EDWARDS, an enterprising far- 
mer and stock-raiser, residing on section 6, 
3 je Mt. Pleasant Township, is a worthy repre- 
KO) sentative of one of the pioneer families of 
the county. His father, Hugh Edwards, a native 
of Wales, was born in 1819, and was a self-made 
man both from a financial and educational stand- 


point. In his native land he married Miss Mary 


Jones, also a native of Wales, as were her parents, 
Hugh and Anna (Richards) Jones. After his mar- 
riage Mr. Edwards worked on a farm for several 
years and for one year sailed on a river boat ere 
emigrating to America. In 1849, he bade good-bye 
to his native land and with his family crossed the 
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Atlantic, arriving at New York on the 3d of July 
of that year. Proceeding up the Hudson River to 
Albany he made his way from there by canal to 
Bufalo, and on a steamer plying on the Lakes, 
came to Racine County, Wis. For a short time 
after his arrival Mr. Edwards worked on a farm, 
and then engaged in the stone and lime' business 
for other parties. When he had acquired a suflic- 
ient sum of money he engaged in the same line of 
trade on his own account for a number of years, 
but in those early days he and his family had 
many hardships and trials to endure. Sickness 
came among them; their means were limited, and 
there was much to discourage; but Mr. Edwards 
worked hard, and by the assistance of his estimable 
wife, their means gradually increased, and in the 
course of time he was enabled to purchase a small 
farm of forty acres, to which he added from time 
to time. In 1870, he purchased and located upon 
the farm where his wife and family now reside. 
It comprises one hundred and fifty-three acres, and 
many of the improvements seen thereon stand as 
monuments to his thrift and industry. It has now 
become a valuable farm, is pleasantly situated 
within three miles of Racine, and has all the acces- 
sories which thrift and enterprise have introduced. 
The home is a substantial brick residence, and con- 
tinued to be the abiding place of Mr. Edwards 
until he was called to his final rest on the Sth of 
June, 1879. He is one of the original and also a 
prominent member of the Welsh Calvinist Metho- 
dist Church, and lived a truly good life. He died 
respected by all who knew him, and his loss was 
mourned by many friends. H 

Mrs. Edwards, who still survives her husband 
and yet resides on the home farm, has been an in- 
valid since 1866. A fall in that year caused an 
injury to her hip, and the loss of the use of her 
limbs resulted. In the family are but two children, 
the elder of whom, Anna, is now the wife of Evan 
J. Jones, a resident farmer of Mt, Pleasant Town- 
ship. 

The only son, Henry O. Edwards, was born in 
the town of Caledonia, September 9, 1852, and 
under the parental roof was reared to manhood. 
In the common schools he acquired his primary 
education, which was supplemented by a course in 


Hoard’s Commercial College of Racine. Upon his 
father’s death he took charge of the home farm, 
which he has since operated, and in its management 
displays excelient business ability. He is an enter- 
prising young man of good habits and unblemished 
character, and is both widely and favorably known 
throughout Racine County, where he has spent his 
entire life. In political sentiment he is a stalwart 
Republican, having supported that party since 
attaining his majority, yet he has never sought 
office, preferring to devote his entire time and 
attention to his business. 
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ANDREW FAY, one of the enterprising and 
| well-known citizens of Kenosha County, 

) who is engaged in farming on section 33, 
Wheatland Township, claims Ohio as the 
State of his nativity. He was born in Cuyahoga 
County, on the 4th of February, 1833, and belongs 
to the same family of which Lyman and George 
Fay, who are represented elsewhere in this work, 
are members. With his parents he came to Wis- 
consin in an early day, and amid the scenes of 
pioneer life was reared to manhood. In the com- 
mon schools of the neighborhood he acquired his 
education, and upon the farm was early inured to 
hard labor. 

After attaining to mature years, Mr. Fay left the 
parental roof and made a home for himself. As a 
helpmate and companion on life’s journey, he 
chose Miss Cynthia M. Newbury, the union being 
celebrated on the 31st of December, 1858. The 
lady was a native of Racine County, and a daugh- 
ter of Jonathan and Nancy (Showers) Newbury, 
who were of German extraction. Two children, 
daughters, graced this union—Ida R. and Mina E. 
The latter is now the wife of Herman Elfers; a far- 
mer of Salem Station. In 1882, Mr. Fay was 
enlied upon to mourn the loss of his wife, who 
died on the 25th of May, of that year. She was a 
lady of many excellencies of character, a faithful 
friend, a kind and loving wife and mother, and 
was highly esteemed by all who knewher. On the 
12th of February, 1883, Mr. Fay was again married, 
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his second union being with Harriet M. Brainerd, 
daughter of Elmo and Beulah (Brainerd) Brainerd, 
who was of English extraction. The lady was 
born in Racine County, January 14, 1844. 

Mr. Fay has been quite successful in all of his 
business undertakings, and is now the owner of a 
beautiful farm of fifty-four acres, which is under a 
high state of cultivation and well improved with 
good buildings. The well-tilled fields and neat 
appearance of the place, which will bear close in- 
spection at every point, denotes the thrift and in- 
dustry of the owner. By continued labor, enter- 
prise and the exercise of correct business principles, 
his success has been achieved. For ten years he 
also engaged in running a threshing machine. In 
political sentiment, he is a supporter of Republican 
principles, and keeps weil informed concerning 
the issues of the day, but has never sought or 
desired the honors or emoluments of public office. 
He is a man of sterling worth, and a valued citizen, 
who takes an active and commendable interest in 
all that pertains to the upbuilding of the commun- 
ity and the promotion of the general weifare. 
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D APT. WILLIAM B. VANCE, who for twen- 
G ty-seven years has resided in the house 
XY which is still his home, claims New York as 
the State of his nativity, his birth having occurred 
in Bangor, Ireland, November 22, 1833. His par- 
ents were David and Jane (Wilson) Vance, both 
natives of Dublin, Ireland, and the mother was 
educated in an excellent female seminary of that 
city. They came to the United States with their 
respective families and were married in their native 
country. ‘The father followed a sea-faring life and 
became captain of a vessel which he controlled for 
many years. He took a cargo to Chicago, when he 
had to take sand back for ballast, there being noth- 
ing else to take away. In 1850, he removed with 
his family to Milwaukee and for some time was 
connected with lake vessels, but finally retired from 
active business life. Both parents died in Mil- 
waukee, and lie buried in Forest Home cemetery. 
Both were members of the Episcopal Church and 
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in politics, Mr. Vance was a Democrat. His death 
occurred at the age of sixty years and his wife 
passed away when seventy-three years of age, In 
their family were eight children, six sons and two 
daughters, of whom five are yet living— William 
B., of this sketch; David, a member of the firm of 
David Vance & Co., vesselmen of Milwaukee; 
Frank L., also of that firm; L. R., who is Captain 
of the “David Vance,’’ and resides in Milwaukee; 
and Harriet L., alsoa resident of Milwaukee. All 
of the sons have run on the Lakes 

The subject of this sketch acquired his education 
in the district schools of New York and Wisconsin, 
where he arrived in June, 1847. Two years pre- 
vious he became cabin boy on the “Orion,’’ where he 
remained two years aná from that he rose step by 
step. Before he attained his majority he took 
charge of the brig, “Ocean,’’ a ten thousand-bushel 
vessel—one of the large crafts at that time—which 
he ran from Buffalo to Chicago and Milwaukee. 
From 1854 until 1879, Le ran different vessels, 
some ten in number and the last one which he 
commanded was the “David A, Van Valtinburg,”’ 
about a sixty thousand-bushel vessel. The only 
vessel which he ever lost was the “Fontinelle,”” 
which burned at Chicago during the great fire of 
1871. He has owned shares in a number of dif- 
ferent vessels. After leaving the Lakes he wasin- 
spector of hulls for the Great Western Marine In- 
surance Company, with headquarters at Chicago, 
though his home has been through all this time in 
Racine. 

In this city on the 16th of April, 1862, Mr. 
Vane. was united in the holy bonds of matrimony 
with Miss Bernice A. Spencer, daughter of Watson 
and Julia (Fuller) Spencer. She was born in Penn- 
sylvania, on Christmas Day of 1844, and when only 
five years old came to Racine with her parents who 
still live in this city. One child has been born 
unto Captain and Mrs. Vance, Charlie W., who is 
now with Jenkins, Cree & Co., wholesale dry goods 
commission merchants. Upon their marriage this 
worthy couple took up their residence in the house 
which is still their home. Here they have won 


many friends and are held in high esteem by their 
acquaintances. 
The Captain is a Democrat in politics and cast 
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his first Presidential vote for James Buchanan. He | 
was appointed and on the 5th of January, 1891, | 
became assistant Superintendent of public property 
at Madison, Wis. Socially he is a Royal Arch 
Mason, and also a member of the Knights of Pythias 
fraternity and the Royal Arcanum. He is a self- 
made man who had almost no educational facilities 
but by travel and reading has gained a store of 
useful knowledge. Those who know him esteem 
him highly for his sterling worth. 
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FSHOMAS STOCKWELL, deceased, was born 
“(GN in Bainbridge, N. Y., on May 26, 1803, and 
N JF was a son of Aaron and Lucretia (Field) 
Stockwell, both of whom were natives of Vermont 
and were of Scotch descent. Our subject received 
a good English education in the common schools, 
which he attended through the winter season until 
seventeen years of age, while in the summer 
months he worked at home upon the farm. He 
remained in the Empire State until 1836,in which 
year he determined to try his fortune in the West 
and emigrated to Michigan, where he spent two 
years. He then came to Wisconsin and took up 
his residence in Salem Township, Kenosha County, 
September 20, 1837. 

On the 20th of September of that year, Mr. 
Stockwell was united in marriage with Miss Ann 
S. Parsons, daughter of Augustus and Lydia Par- 
sons, her parents being natives of Connecticut. 
By their union was born a family of four children 
as follows—Mary J., who is now the wife of Charles 
D. Reed, a resident of Springfield, III.; Augusta, 
who died in infancy; George H., a farmer living on 
the old homestead in the town of Salem, who mar- 
ried Miss Agnes, daughter of John M. and Margaret 
Kull, of Bloomfield, Walworth County, Wis., she 
is a sister of John P. Runkel; and Sophia, 
deceased. Five children have been born unto 
Jorge and his wife, three sons and two daugh- 
ters—Ivie A., Philip K., George W., Verne P. and 
Agnes 1. 

On coming to this county, Mr. Stockwell pur- 
chased one hundred and sixty acres of land on 


section 9, Salem Township and a small log cabin 
which was the home of the family for several years. 
The county was then wild and unimproved, the 
work of civilization and progress having been 
scarcely begun; nearly all of the land was in its prim- 
itive condition and the settlements were few and 
far between. With his characteristic energy our 
subject gave his attention to the development of 
the farm and carried on the work of improvement 
until rich and fertile fields took the place of the 
once wild land and yielded him a ready return for 
his labors. At the time of his death he owned two 
hundred and fifty acres all in Salem Township. 
This farm isnow occupied by his son George, who 
is a wide awake and enterprising young business 
man and a successful agriculturist. In his political 
affiliations, Mr. Stockwell was a Republican and 
served his Township as Justice of the Peace for a 
number of years. Ile died on the 8th of August, 
1886, after a fifty years’ residence in this county 
and his remains were interred in the Salem Mound 
Cemetery. Thus another old pioneer passed away, 
leaving few totell the story of frontier life in 
Kenosha County. 
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)) zens of foreign birth, commenced life in the 
New World with nothing but his own 
(6) skilled hands and active brain to aid him, 
yet has worked his way upward from a position of 
comparative poverty and obscurity to one of inde- 
pendence and prominence. Mr. Gunther is a na- 
tive of Germany, born October 19, 1826, and is 
the fourth in a family of nine sons and three 
daughters who grew to mature years. There were 
also three children who died in childhood. The 
parents, William G. and Elizabeth (Probst) Gun- 
ther, were also natives of Germany, in which 


| country they spent their entire lives, 


The subject of this sketch spent the days of his 
boyhood and youth in his native land and in the 
common schools acquired his education, after 
which he served an apprenticeship to the lock- 


smith's and blacksmith’s trade. He then worked 
for several years at that business in Germany, after 
which, having determined to try his fortune iu 
America, he crossed the briny deep in 1850, land- 
ing in Quebec, Canada, in June of that year. In 
the same month he came on to the United States 
and took up his residence in Buffalo, but after a 
short time he went to the country and learned the 
business of horse-shoeing, which he followed. for 
aboutsix months, when he returned to Buffalo and 
sought and obtained employment in the boiler and 
machine shops of that city, where he worked for 
some two years. 

While in Buffalo, in 1853, Mr. Gunther was 
joined in wedlock with Miss Caroline Power, 
daughter of Fred Power and a native of Ger- 
many, where her girlhood days were spent. By 
their union have been born five children, the eldest 
of whom, W. Fred, is a partner in his father’s 
business; Pauline is the wife of John Horner -of 
Racine; Emil, a young man of excellent education 
is also associated with his father in business; Eliz- 
abeth, a young lady of superior accomplishments 
is at home; and Anna is a successful teacher in the 
Racine schools. 

It was in the fall of 1855, that Mr. Gunther 
came to Wisconsin, locating in Racine in Septem- 
ber. Hesoon afterward went to work in the ma- 
chine shops, where he remained until 1859, when 
he commenced business for himself. He opened a 
little shop where he did blacksmithing and repair 
work and as his business increased from year to 
year he increased his facilitics and also engaged in 
the manufacture of special articles. He has now 
a manufactory of fair proportions. A large shop 
is well fitted up with engine and machinery for 
various kinds of work and he is now doing a large 
and prosperous business, manufacturing agricul- 
tural implements, post augurs and doing general 
repair work. ‘The lots and the buildings are both 
his property and he has carried on operations at 
his present location since 1870. Mr. Gunther also 
built a factory and put in an engine and machin- 
ery for the manufacture of sauer kraut and in that 
line also has an extensive business, having made in 
the year 1890, two thousand three hundred barrels 
of kraut. ‘This business is managed and carried 
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on by his eldest son. Besides his two factories and 
machinery he also owns a nice residence on Wash- 
ington Avenue, which is the home of his family. 

Mr. Gunther certainly deserves great credit for 
his success in life as by his own unaided efforts, he 
has won prosperity. He is a good financier, is both 
enterprising and progressive and is now at the 
head of two of the leading industries of Racine. 
Fairness and honesty have characterized ali his 
dealings and he is known throughout the com- 
munity as a man of unblemished character. Al- 
though he is now sixty-five years old he still works 
at his trade, devoting his entire time to his busi- 
ness, 
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ARRISON DOUD, one of the honored pi- 

) oneers of Racine County, who now resides 

on section 7, Burlington Township, has 

long been identified with the history of 

this community, and has taken an active part in 

its upbuilding and progress. The early settlers 

who were the founders of the county deserve the 

gratitude and regard of all who come after them, 

and it is but meet that their lives should be per- 
petuated by written record. 

Our subject was born in Lewis County, N. Y., 
September 27, 1818, and isa son of Benjamin and 
Flavy (Taylor) Doud, both of whom were natives 
of Connecticut, in which State they were married 
in 1810. Four children were born of their union— 
Flavy, now deceased; Harrison, of this sketch; 
Mary, wife of Mr. Simpkins, of Woodville, Ohio; 
and Sybil, wife of William Mansfield, both of 
whom are deceased. After his marriage, the father 
began farming in Lewis County, N. Y., where he 
remained until 1833, when he removed te Cuya- 
hoga County, Ohio, where he became a prominent 
and influential citizen. He served for about 
twenty years in an official capacity as Justice of 
the Peace, Deputy Sheriff, Constable, and in other 
minor positions. He afterwards came to Wiscon- 
sin and spent his last days in the home of our sub- 
ject, dying on the 20th of December, 1871. His 
wife had passed away in Brooklyn, Ohio, in 1835, 


588 


He was a faithful and consistent member of the 


Methodist Church, and in politics voted with the | 


Republican party. 

Harrison Doud acquired his education in the 
common schools, Possessing an industrious and 
energetic nature, he did not wish to live in idle- 
ness, and began work on the Cleveland & Ohio 
Canal, where he was employed for three years. 
The same enterprising spirit has attended him 
through life and won him success, making him a 
prosperous citizen. 

On the 2d of January, 1843, Mr. Doud was 
united in the holy bonds of matrimony in Brook- 
lyn, Ohio, with Lavina A. Brainard, whe was born 
in Cuyahoga County, March 11, 1818, and is a 
daughter of Job and Mary (Clark) Brainard, na- 
tives of Connecticut. Her parents were married 
in the Nutmeg State and from thence removed to 
Ohio, where they spent the remainder of their 
lives. Mr. and Mrs. Doud began their domestic 
life in the Buckeye State, where they remained for 
one year and then came to the far West, locating 


south of Burlington, Wis., where he purchased | 


forty acres of land at $5 per acre. He then built 
a log house upon it, 18x20 feet, and for one year 
it was their home, they living in true pioneer 
style. In 1844 a part of their present home was 
erected, but additions have since been made to it, 
making it a commodious and pleasant residence. 
The boundaries of the farm have also been ex- 
tended until it now comprises one hundred and 
thirty-four acres which pay tribute to the owner. 
It is well improved with good buildings and under 
a high state of cultivation. 
busy and useful life, and since 1886 has lived re- 
tired. His wife still has in her possession the old 
spinning wheel, and in memory she goes back to 
the days when she spun and wove her own cloth. 
It is a cherished memento of that early time. 


With spider webbing tattered 
In transversities of lace 
Mid treasured years have scattered, 
Once miracles of grace. 
Imploring time to spare it, 
With rusty tongue of steel, 
Behold it in the garret— 
The old spinning wheel, 
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Mr. Doud has led a 


With slow and pensive fingers 
I wipe the webs away, 
While loving fancy lingers 
To paint an olden day; 
When youth and beauty crowned it, 
What gay songs used to peal! 
Now crickets wail around it— 
The old spinning wheel. 


I softly touch the treadle, 

It gives a plaintive squeak; 

It begs me not to meddle, 

In murmurs sad and meek. 

Alas! the foot that lightly 

Once twinkled through the reel, 

No more shall pat it blithely— 
The old spinning wheel! 


How oft its noisy twining 
Hath served a lover’s need, 
And kept Age from discerning 
What only Youth should heed; 
Twould drown both vows and kisses 
That lovers love to steal; 
A dear old treasure this is— 

The old spinning wheel. 


For fear of house adorner, 

In search of bric-a-brac, 

Far in the garret corner 

With sighs I put it back, 

And there just as I found it, 

I leave for woe or weal, 

With ghosts to glide around it, 
The old spinning wheel. 
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| =(6) claims New Hampshire, as the State of his 
J ~ nativity. The place of his birth is Eppin-, 
Rockingham County, and the date the ist of 
August, 1857. His parents were Alonzo B. and 
Mary A. (Webb) Clifford, the former a son of 
David and Martha (Kelly) Clifford, and the latter a 
daughter of Jonathan C. and Lydia W. (Bartlett) 
Webb, both belonging to the well-known families 


Es RANK L. CLIFFORD, D. D. S., of Racine, 
q 


, of the White Mountain State. 


When our subject was a lad of four summers he 
removed with his parents to South Bend, Ind., 
where after attending the primary and intermediate 


schools, he completed his education in the High 


School of that city. On laying aside his literary 
studies he began learning telegraphy, and was em- 
ployed in that way forabout four and a half years. 
On attaining his majority he began the study of 
dentistry and in November, 1879 came to Racine, 
where he opened an office, establis:ied himself in 
business and has continued to practice his profes- 
sion up to the present time, covering a period of 
twelve consecutive years. He has commodious and 
well furnished office rooms at the corner of Monu- 
ment Square and Sixth Street and by his skill and 
prompt attention to his business, has won a leading 
place in his profession in Racine. He is a close 
student of dentistry and his work is performed in 
such a capable manner that he has won a liberal 
patronage among the best class of citizens. Dr. 
Clifford is a member of Racine Lodge, No. 32, K. 
P.,and is held in high esteem by the brethren of 
thatorder. He is also a member of St. Luke’s 
Episcopal Church. ô 


ILLIAM HUNT. Among the business men 
of Bristol should be mentioned the gentle- 
man whose name heads this record, for he 

is one of her leading general merchants and a 
prominent and influential citizen. Removing to 
the village in 1876, he purchased a stock of goods 
and embarked in general merchandésing which he 
has since followed. From the beginning his trade 
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has constantly increased, and he is now doing a 


good business. 


Mr. Hunt was born in the town of Cambridge, 


Washington County, N. Y., July 26, 1810, and is 
descended from an old New England family. His 
grandfather was James IIunt, of English descent, 
and his father was Elihu Hunt, a native of Wash- 
ington County, N. Y. The latter married Thank- 
ful Larrabee, a native of the Green Mountain State 
and they removed to Madison County, N. Y., set- 
tling in the wilderness, where Mr. Hunt developed 
a farm and reared his family. He afterward sold 
and came to the West, purchasing a farm in the 
town of Bristol, Kenosha County, upon which he 


spent his last days. He died at the age of seventy- 
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five years, while his wife passed away in New York 
a number of years previous. Ile had again mar- 
ried and his second wife died in the East. In the 
family were four sons and two daughters, who 
grew to manhood and womanhood, the eldest of 
whom was William. Himself and sister Anna, 
widow of Clark Burdich, of the town of Bristol, 
are now the only survivors. 

In Madison County, N. Y., our subject attained 
to man’s estate, and the occupation to which he 
was reared, that of farming, he followed until 
about 1840, when he removed to the village of 
Derniter, N. Y., where he engaged at the stone ma- 
son’s trade, and in moving buildings until 1849. 
In the autumn of that year he came West in search 


| of a location, and in 1850, with a team he moved 


his family to Wisconsin, accompanied by two other 
families, that of Samuel Allen and Sylvester Har- 
ris, both of whom now reside in the town of Bris- 
trol. For two years Mr. Hunt rented land, and 
then purchased forty acres on the school section, 
which he improved and afterward added to it an- 
other forty-acre tract. Subsequently he rented 
the farm and bought two hundred and forty acres 
of land, which he sold on his removal to the vil- 
lage of Bristol. He also sold his original farm and 
purchased some improved village property. Since 
1876 he has been a resident of Bristol, and as be- 
fore stated is one of her leading general mer- 
chants. 

In Madison County, N. Y., on the 15th of June, 
1834, Mr. Hunt was united m marriage with Miss 
Amy Allen, a native of that county. For fifty- 
four years she was a true and faithful wife and 
helpmate to her husband, but death at length sep- 
arated them, Mrs. Hunt being called to her final 
rest on the 18th of October, 1890. They were the 
parents of three children, two of whom grew to 
mature years. Mary became the wife of Philo 
Curtis, and is deceased; William died March 24, 
1875, at the age of thirty-nine years; and the third 
child died at the age of five years. 

Mr. Hunt is a man who takes an active interest 
in all that pertains to the welfare cf the county, 
and its upbuilding and in the long years of his 
residence here has done not a little for its advance- 
ment, Since the organization of the Republican 
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party he has been one of its stanch supporters, but 
has never sought or desired public office. Pre- 
vious to its formation he voted with the Whig 
party. A well and worthily spent life has won 
him the esteem and well wishes of all with whom 
he has come in contact, and he is both widely and 


favorably known throughout the community. 
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| DOLPH HILKER is a member of the 


widely known firm of Hilker Bros., manu- 
) facturers of brick in Racine. They 
trol a most extensive and important busi- 


con- 


ness, furnish employment to many hands and thus 
have one of the leading industries of the city. In 
giving a record of the prominent business men of 
Racine, this work would be incomplete without 
mention of them. 

Adolph Hilker, a native of Germany, was born 
October 1838. His father 
same name and was likewise born 


the 
(sermany, 
where he married Henrietta Smidthort, also a na- 
tive of that country. By occupation Mr. Hilker 
Sr., was a farmer and followed that business 
throughout his life. Ile died the Fatherland. 

The subject of this sketch attended the public 
land for several years and 
afterward learned the trade which he has made his 
life work. He spent eight years in the brick 
yards of Germany, and in that time became master 
of the business in all its details. The year 1867 
witnessed his emigration to America. Bidding 
farewell to home and friends he sailed for the 
United States, arriving in New York in Septem- 
ber. The same year he took up his residence in 
Racine and at once secured a position in the brick 


15, also bore 


in 


schools in his native 


yard, continuing to serve in the employ of others 
for five years. In 1872, in connection with his 
brother William, and in company with three other 
gentlemen, he began the manufacture of brick. 
The first year this firm made about one million 
five hundred thousand brick and the business in- 
creased from year to year, growing to gigantic 
proportions, In 1890, the Hilker Brothers bought 


I 


AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM. 


out the last of the three partners, thus becoming 
sole proprietors of one of the most extensive con- 
cerns in Racine, They now own three yards and 
are doing an business. In 1891 they 
brick, a large pro- 
portion of which are pressed brick of their well- 
known make, for which they find a market all over 
the United States. 

Ere leaving his native land, Mr. Hilker was mar 


immense 
manufactured five million of 


ried on the 7th of December, 1866, to Caroline 
Brocker, daughter of Frederick and Minnie 
(Brand) Brocker. They were both natives of 


Germany and died during the childhood of their 
daughter, Eight children graced the union of 
Mr. and Mrs. Hilker, six sons and two daughters— 
Adolph, of Racine, who assists his father in his 
business; August, who is now employed as a sales- 
man in a large wholesale house in Chicago; Henry, 
Pauline, Gustave, Emma, Eddie and John. ‘The 
parents are both members of the First Evangelical 


Church, of which Mr. Hilker is one of the Trus- 


tees. They have a beautiful residence situated at 
No. 1412 West Sixth Street, and the Hilker house- 
hold is the abode of hospitality. The friends of 
the family are many and their social status is 
high. Mr. Hilker is one of the honored and 


worthy citizens of Racine. His sterling worth and 
Christian character have won him the confidence 
of all and the respect of those with whom he comes 
in contact is freely accorded him. 
s 
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A. DICKHAUT, architect and 
„ designer and one of the enterprising and 
prominent young business men of Kenosha, 
still makes his home in the city of his birth. He 
was born on the 26th of November, 1862, and is a 
son of Adam Dickhaut, a sketch of whom appears 
elsewhere in this work. . Under the parental roof 
the days of his boyhood and youth were passed 


and he acquired his literary education in the pub- 
If he had pursued his studies for an- 
other year he would have been graduated from 
the High School, but he gave up the idea to enter 
Going to Milwaukee he 


lic schools. 


upon a business career, 


PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM. 593 


secured a position as traveling salesman with 
Allis € Co., mill furnishers, with whom he re- 
mained one year, selling in Kansas, Missouri, IIli- 
nois, Indiana, Ohio and Wisconsin. In the mean- 
time he had made choice of a life work, and in 1882 
he went to Chicago, where he entered the College 
of Technology, where he pursued his studies for 


two years, leaving the school with an excellent | 


knowledge of the business. Ile then came to Ken- 
osha, where he established business as an archi- 
tectural and mechanical designer. Already he is 
meeting with excellent success and his patronage is 
constantly increasing. 

On January 20, 1891, Mr. Dickhaut led to the 
marriage altar Miss Emma Kaiser, who was born in 
Racine, June 20, 1871, and is a daughter of 
Stephen and Mary Kaiser, of that city. One child 
was born unto them but died in infancy. 

Mr. Dickhaut has followed in the political foot- 
steps of his father and supports the Republican 
party. He has a wide acquaintance in this com- 
munity where he has passed his entire life and is 
classed among the enterprising, progressive busi- 
ness men and valued citizens of Kenosha. 


Be 


tler of Racine, who has served three terms 
, as a member of the County Board of Super- 
visors and at this writing is one of the City Assess- 
ors, is a native of Otsego County, N. Y. Ile was 
born in the town of Butternut, May 10, 1824, and 
is a son of Calvin and Harty (Hill) Mann. His 


f ARNARD MANN, a well-known early set- 


father was born in Connecticut, August 17, 1788, | 


and died in the town of Rome, Bradford County, 
Pa., in 1869, at the age of eighty-one years. His 
mother, who was born in New York, March 9, 1788, 
departed this life in Rome, in 1845. 

Our subject, Larnard Mann, accompanied his pa- 
rents on their removal to the Keystone State, where 
he learned the trade of a millwright, and in 1845 
he came to Wisconsin, which was then a Territory. 
He decided to cast his lot with the early settlers of 


Racine, and in this city has since made his home, | 


with the exception of four years spent in Walworth 


— — — A 


County, and in travelling and erecting mills. In 


} Darien, Walworth County, Wis., he was married on 


the 15th of September, 1857, the lady of his choice 
being Miss Janet Taylor, a daughter of George and 
Lydia Taylor. Mrs. Mann was born in Genesee 
County, N. Y., and in her maidenhood accompanied 
her family to Walworth County, her parents there 
settling in 1844. They were natives of Otsego 
County, N. V., and on coming westward located 
near Darien, Wis. They subsequently removed to 
Portage County, of the same State, and died near 
Stevens Point. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Mann has been born a family 
of six children, all of whom are yet living, with 
one exception. Maryette, the eldest, is the wife of 
Edwin C. Mann, who is now residing in St. Joseph, 
Mo.; Orin Frank is married and makes his home in 
Chicago; Clara Annette is the wife of William Asby, 
Jr., a resident of Racine; Ada Eziida is now Mrs. 
Simon J. Hogan, of the town of Norway, Racine 
County; George C. died at the age of twelve years; 
and Nellie Irene, the youngest, is the wife of J. H. 
Updale, of St. Andrew’s, Fla. 

For some time Mr. Mann worked at his trade in 
Racine and other towns in Wisconsin and spent 
four years in manufacturing patent flour. Of late 
years he has done considerable jobbing in carpen- 
tering and other wood work. In_ politics he 
is a Democrat and from 1886 until 1889, inclusive, 
served as a member of the Racine County Board of 
Supervisors from the Fifth Ward. His course as a 
member of that body was distinguished by his zeal 
and activity in securing the construction of the 


| county asylum for the hopelessly insane, thus 


taking them out of the county jail and poor house 
and placing them where they can have suitable 
care. There was strong opposition to the project 
and it was with great difficulty that it was carried 
through to successful completion. Mr. Mann was 
Chairman of the Committee on Site for the asylum 
and the location reported by the committee was 
finally adopted, after considerable opposition and 
delay. The asylum has now been in successful ope- 
ration for several years and is regarded with pride 
by the citizens of the county as their most import- 
ant benevolent institution. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mann are members of the Univer- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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salist Church and he is a prominent member of the 
Odd Fellows’ society, belonging to Racine Lodge, 
No. 8, and Star Encampment, No. 4, I. O. O. F. 
He was initiated into the order July 4, 1847, and 
has passed all the chairs, and is the oldest member 
of his lodge and of the order, in this section of the 
State. Mr. Mann has proved faithful to every trust, 
públic or private, and is highly esteemed among 
his fellow-citizens as an upright, honorable man, 
whose life has been a useful and busy one. His 
intercourse with his fellow-men has always been 
characterized by candor and fairness, consistent 
with the principles of the great order of which he 
is n devoted member. 


na iS EDS 


\EORGE H. FAY resides at Slade’s Corners, 
, where he has a wagon and repair shop and 


| is doing a general business in that line. He 


- has the honor of being a native citizen of Kenosha 


County, his birth having occurred in Wheatland 
Township, on the 17th of September, 1844, Ile is 
a brother of Lyman Fay, whose sketch appears 
elsewhere in this work, 
portance occurred during the childhood of our 
subject. He acquired his education in the common 


No event of special iw- 


sehools of the neighborhood and his experiences of 
early life were gained from the farm. Under the 
parental roof he remained until twenty-four years 
of age, when, on the 19th of April, 1869, in Wil- 
mot, he was united in marriage with Miss Caroline 
S. Wilcox, a daughter of Levi P. and Eliza Wilcox. 
By their union were born three children—Carrie 
E., who is engaged in school teaching in Iowa; 
Ellis M., a resident farmer of Spencer County, Iowa; 
and one child who died in infancy. 

Mr. Fay has been engaged in various business 
enterprises. For a time he carried on cheese mak- 


ing, was also engaged in the butchering business, 
and for one year was travelling salesman for 
Blake, Beebe & Co., fanning mill manufacturers, 
his route being in indiana and Illinois, He also 
worked with the Bain Wagon Company of Kenosha, 
in whose employ he remained five years. On leay- 
ing that city he removed to Slade’s Corners, where 


he now resides, and established a wagon and gene- 
ral repair shop. To that business he now devotes 
his time and attention and has worked up an ex- 
cellent. trade. He is possessed of considerable 
mechanical genius and as he thoroughly under- 
stands his business and is fair and honest in all his 
dealings, to secure a liberal patronage was not with 
with him a great difficulty. 

In 1874 Mr. Fay was called upon to mourn the 
loss of his wife, who died on the 13th of October. 
Ile was again married on the 18th of October, 
1879, his second union being with Miss Susan M. 
Runkel, who was born in Burlington Township, 
January 29, 1857, and is a daughter of Henry and 
Ann (Steinway) Runkel, who were natives of Ger- 
many. Her father isa brother of John P. Runkel, 
whose sketch is given on another page of this vol- 
ume, & son and daughter have been born of this 
second marriage— Mabel C., born October 19, 1880; 
and Milton G., on the 30th of November, 1886. 

Mr. Fay exercises his right of franchise in sup- 
port of the Republican party and as every true 
American citizen sould, feels an interest in poli- 
tical affairs. He has held the office of Township 
Clerk for one year and was Constable for ten years. 
Socially he is a member of the Odd Fellows society, 
and his wife is a member of the Methodist Church. 
They are people of sterling worth, honest and up- 
right and their friends esteem them highly for 
their excellencies of character. 


ICHARD ELLIS has resided on his farm on 
section 34, Pleasant Prairie Township, Ken- 
osha County, since 1876. Ile is a native of 


Wales, his birth having occurred in Angle- 
seyshire, December 25, 1843, His parents, Richard 
and Margaret (Williams) Ellis, were also natives 
of the same county, where the father is still living, 
a hale and hearty man of four-score years, The 
mother of our subject died when he was an infant 
and Mr. Ellis again married. He belongs to the 
class of honest yeomanry who are the mainstay 
and support of the nation. 

Richard Ellis, whose name heads this record, 
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spent the days of his boyhood and youth upon his 
father’s farm and ‘was early inured to hard labor 
but thereby developed a self-reliance and force of 
character which have proven of incalculable benefit 
to him in later years. In his native shire in Au- 
gust, 1868, he was joined in wedlock with Miss 
Mary Parry, a native of that county, and a daugh- 
ter of Richard Parry, who was a stone mason by 
trade and also engaged in gardening. After his 
marriage Mr. Ellis carried on the bakery business 
for one year, and in 1869, accompanied by his 
young wife, bade good-bye to-his old home and 
sailed from Liverpool to New York. He had deter- 
mined to try his fortune in this country, of whose 
advantages he had heard such favorable reports. 

Regarding the West as the most promising field 
of labor, Mr, Ellis came to Wisconsin and spent six 
months in Racine County, working upon a farm, 
after which he was employed in the same capaeity 
for a few months in Columbia County. The year 
1870 witnessed his arrival in Kenosha County, 
where he spent the first summer at work with his 
team on the constructicn of the St. Paul Railroad. 
He then gave his attention to agricultural pursuits 
and was employed as a farm hand until February, 
1876, when he purchased sixty acres of improved 
land. Locating thereon he has since given his 
attention to its cultivation. An additional pur- 
chase has increased the boundaries of that place 
until it comprises one hundred acres and a sixty- 
eight acre tract situated across the road in Lake 
County also pays to him a goiden tribute. 

The life of Mr. Ellis has been a busy and useful 
one. As he started out in the world empty-handed, 
hard toil was his lot but by ceaseless activity and 
good management he has acquired a comfortable 
home and property and is now regarded as one of 
the substantial and progressive farmers of Kenosha 


County. To his business interests alone he has 


devoted his attention, having no time to engage | 


in political affairs, although he is well informed on 
the issues of the day and by his ballot supports the 
Republican party. Many have longer been resi- 
dents of the county than Mr. Ellis, but during the 
period in which he has resided here the people have 
had time enough to recognize and appreciate his 
true worth and give him their honest regard. 
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The union of Mr. and Mrs. Ellis has been blessed 
with four children—Thomas H., who was born in 
Racine County, a young man who aids his father 
in the operation of the home farm; Lizzie, wife of 
Charles H. Potter, a painter residing in Waukegan, 
III.; and Mamie and Lula, the two youngest daugh- 
ters, who are still under the parental roof. 


— — 


most prominent citizens and leading far- 

mers and an honored pioneer of Rochester 

X ) Township, Racine county, who owns a fine 
farm of five hundred acres on sections 8. 9, 10, 15, 
16 and 17, well deserves representation in this 
volume and it is with pleasure that we present a 
sketch of his life to our readers, many of whom are 
numbered among his warm personal friends, He 
was born in the town of Cabot, near Montpelier, 
Vt., March 16, 1824, and was the second in a- 
family of four children. He has two sisters yet 
living, Emeline. wife of Nathaniel Moulton, a 
stone and brick mason, now retired; and Fidelia 
M., wife of N. M. Simonds, a merchant doing busi- 
ness in Chicago and St. Louis, the volume of which 
amounts to $100,000 annually. The father of our 
subject, William S. Hoyt, was a native of New 
Hampshire but spent his boyhood days in the 
Green Mountain State, where he learned the trade 
of a carpenter and joiner. He married Miss Lucia 
R. Russell, a native of Vermont. In 1837, he pro- 
spected in Wisconsin and located a claim of four 
hundred acres of wild land, after which he returned 
to his home in the East. Again in 1841 he came 
with his family to this State and they began their 
domestic life in the West in a small frame house 
14x20 feet. The nearest market at that time was 
Racine and very wild and unsettled was the 
county. Farming was carried on with very crude 
implements as compared with the improved ma- 
chinery of to-day and when the harvests were 
gathered and taken to market, the prices obtaiued 
fos the grains were often very low. Many exper- 
iences, such as make frontier life a difficult and 
wearisome one, were borne by the family. In poli- 
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tics Mr. Hoyt was a staunch Democrat, supporting 
every candidate of the party from Andrew Jackson 
to Grover Cleveland. He held the office of Super- 
visor and other local positions yet cared little for 
public life, being content to devote his energies to 
his business. lle died March 4, 1887, at the age of 
nearly eighty-seven years, and was interred in 
Rochester cemetery by the side of his wife who 
had passed away September 15, 1853. 

The early education of Franklin E. Hoyt, 
acquired in the common schools, was supplemented 
by a course in the Cabot High School. By subse- 
quent reading and study he has become a gentle- 
man of superior intelligence and keeps himself 
well informed on all the questions of the day, At 
the early age of fourteen years he began life for 
himself as an apprentice to the stone and brick 
mason's trade and the first wages he received was 
$6 per month. Not long after attaining his majo- 
rity he married Miss Eunice D. Emerson, a native 
of Vermont. Their wedding was celebrated 
December 30, 1847, and unto them were born two 
children: William E., the elder, was educated in the 
Jefferson Institute, Jefferson, Wis., and is now a 
prominent farmer of Rochester Township. In 
1886, he was elected Town Clerk on the Democratic 
ticket over a very strong opponent and for the 
three succeeding years was again unanimously 
chosen for that office, receiving every vote in the 
township. This not only indicates the efficiency 
with which he discharged his duties, but also attests 
his great popularity among his fellow-townsmen. 
In the spring of 1891 he was unanimously elected 
chairman of the town Board of Supervisors, which 
position his father vacated, and he is now dis- 
charging the duties of that office. William E. 
Hoyt is one of the most prominent citizens of this 
community and is a young man whose worth and 
ability commends him to the confidence and trust 
of all with whom he comes in contact. Socially he 
is a member of Temple Lodge, No. 96, A. F. & 
A. M., of Waterford, and was a charter member of 
Rochester Camp, No. 1158, M. W. A. He married 
Miss Irene Jackson, a native of Rochester Town- 
ship and unto them have been born a son and two 
daughters—Carrie 1., M. May and E. William. 
The only daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Frank E. 


Hoyt, is Kittie M., wife of William Dalton, a 
farmer and extensive stock-raiser of Rochester 
township. She was graduated from Jefferson Insti- 
tute and is a lady of culture and refinement. 

Mr. Hoyt, our subject, has ever been one of the 
leading and influential citizens of Racine county. 
When his country needed troops to aid in putting 
to put down the rebellion, as he was physi- 
cally unable to go, he sent a man bis in stead. He 
has always affiliated with the Democratic party, his 
first Presidential vote being cast for Franklin 
Pierce, and in the positions he has been called upon 
to fill, he has proved a valued and faithful officer. 
No man in the county, with one exception, has so 
long served on the Board of Supervisors, and while 
connected therewith his efforts for the public good 
have given to the county some institutions of 
which she may well be proud. During the first 
year of his service as a county Supervisor there 
were two or three insane people in the jail and Mr. 
Hoyt offered a resolution recommending the build- 
ing of a suitable asylum for the insane. His idea 
was carried out, he being made a member of the 
building committee and the insane asylum of 
Racine county became the first refuge of the kind 
in the State. Ile was also chairman on the com- 
mittee on the building and furnishing of the 
court house, and was a member of the committee 
which erected a home for the county sheriff. The 
work which he bas done for the county can hardly 
be estimated. His township, Rochester, has the 
finest roads in the State, and Mr. Hoyt was actively 
interested in the construction and repair of these 
for twelve years. Near his home runs the old 
plank road, which was once the principal highway 
between Janesville and Milwaukee. In 1859 and 
1860, he represented his district in the State Legis- 
lature and formed ınany warm friendships among 
the most prominent men of the State. His official 
career has ever been such as to win him even the 
respect of his political enemies and in all instances 
he has endeavored and did act for the best interests 
of the people in general. 

In 1850 Mr. Hoyt became a member of Friend- 
ship Lodge, No. 18. I. O. O. F., of Rochester, and 
is the only one now living who held membership 
with the lodge at that time. He filled all of its 


various offices and for eighteen years was a mem- 
ber of the Grand Lodge. On the evening succeed- 


ing President Lincoln's assassination, he was ini- | 
He holds 


tiated into the mysteries of masonry. 
membership with the Blue Lodge, of Waterford 
and the Chapter of Lake Geneva. Both Mr. and 


Mrs. Hoyt are members of the Universalist church, | 
to the support of which they contribute liberally, | 


and are people of benevolence, freely aiding chari- 
ties and ever ready to extend a helping hand to the 
poor and needy. ‘They have a beautiful and com- 
modious home in Rochester Township, where hos- 
pitality reigns and where the many friends of the 
family delight to gather. The residence is situa- 
ted in the midst of lovely grounds, beautifully im- 
proved and the estate comprises five hundred acres 
of highly improved land which yields a golden 
tribute to the care and cultivation of the owner. 
The public and private life of Mr. Hoyt is alike 
above reproach. He has the confidence and esteem 
of all with whom he has come in contact, wins 
friends wherever he goes and in all circles is 
regarded as an upright and honorable man. 


ee a A e 
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_ENRY J. BOSE, one of the progressive and 

) enterprising farmers of the town of Somers, 
Kenosha County, resides on section 6, 

where he has a valuable and highly im- 
proved farm, one of the best in the community. 
The well-tilled fields, substantial residence and 
good outbuildings all indicate the thrift and in- 
dustry of the owner who is justly classed among 
the representative agriculturists of the township. 
Mr. Bose was born in Prussia, Germany, Decem- 
ber 15, 1837, and isa son of Conrad and Mary 
Ann Bose, who were also born in Prussia. For 
several years after their marriage they resided on 


a farm in that country and then with their family | 
| The home has been blessed by the presence of six 


emigrated to America, arriving in New York in 
November, 1846. Shortly afterward by way of the 
Hudson River to Albany, the Erie Canal to Buffalo 
and the Great Lakes, they arrived in Racine where 
they were met by the eldest son of William Bose, 


who had located in Wisconsin some three years 
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previous. The first winter was spent on a farm on 
the county line and the following spring the fa- 
ther rented land in Racine County, where he made 
his home for several years. When he had accumu- 
lated a sufficient sum he purchased a farm on the 
lake shore in the town of Somers, which was then 
but partially improved. —Ilowever, by industry 
and enterprise a transformation was soon wrought 
and he became the owner of one of the best farms 
in the locality. It continued to be his home until 
his death, which occurred in 1880. Mrs. Bose sur- 
vived her husband several years and departed this 
life in 1890. They were faithful members of the 
Lake Shore Methodist Church, and their consistent 
lives won them the regard of all with whom they 
came in contact. 

Our subject was a lad of nine summers, when 
with his parents he came to Wisconsin. His edu- 
cation had been begun in his native land and after 
coming here he at once entered the public schools. 
So assiduously did he apply himself to his studies 
that by the following spring be had learned to 
both speak and read English. In the summer 
months he aided his father in the farm work, re- 
maining under the parental roof until after he had 
attained his majority. 

It was in Somers Township, on the 7th of April, 
1865, that Mr. Bose was united in marriage with 
Miss Fredericka Hansche, a native of Prussia, and 
a daughter of Ernest. Hansche, an honored settler 
of Racine County, and now one of the substantial 
farmers of the town of Mt. Pleasant. When a 
young maiden Mrs. Bose had been brought to this 
country and was here reared to womanhood. Upon 
their marriage the young couple began their do- 
mestic life upon the farm which is still their home 
and which had previously been purchased by Mr. 
Bose. It was then covered with timber but the 
ceaseless activity of the owner has converted the 
broad acres into rich and fertile fields and his la- 
bors have been thereby crowned with prosperity. 


children, three sons and three daughters Ernest 
II., Amelia K., Matilda S., Lydia M., Henry W. and 
Benjamin F. The family circle yet remains un- 
broken and the three youngest children are attend- 
ing school. 
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In the fall of 1862 Mr. Bose responded to the 
country’s call for troops, and enlisting among the 
boys in blue of Company D, Thirty-fourth Wiscon- 
sin Infantry, served until his discharge in the fall 
of 1863. He was with his regiment at Memphis, 
‘Tenn., where the troops did guard duty until mus- 
tered out. In politics he is a Republican, having 
supported that party since he attained his majority. 
He and his ostimable wife are prominent members 
of the Lake Shore Methodist Church and are peo- 
ple whose worth and ability win them the recognı- 
tion of the best eitizens of the community. They 
shave both long made their homes in Racine and 
Kenosha Counties and have been witnesses of their 
growth and progress, while with their improve- 
ment and advancement they have been closely 
identified, 


tive of one of the pioneer families of the 


(© 

¡y county, now resides on section 31, Pleasant 
PrairieTownship. His father came to Wisconsin when 
it was yet a Territory in 1843, and settled on a farm 
on theState line in Pleasant Prairie Township in June 
of that year. He had come to the West from New 
York via the Hudson River to Albany, the Erie 
Canal to Buffalo, the lakes to Milwaukee and 
thence to the Southern part of Kenosha County 
with a team. He first bought a one hundred-acre 
tract of land and in the early years of his residence 
here suffered all the hardships and trials of pioneer 
life. His health was much broken down with the 
fever and ague and he also met with an accident, 
breaking his leg. ‘This confined him to his home 
for about six months. The difficulties which beset 
his path seemed many but by indomitable energy 
he overcame these in course of time. From the 
wild prairie he developed a good farm and made 
a comfortable home for his family. His death oc- 
curred in December, 1886, and was sincerely 
mourned by many friends for he was a valued cit- 
izen of the community and a kind and true neigh- 
bor possessed of many excellent traits of character. 


| 


| 


His wife was called to the beyond on the lith of 
January, 1888, 

Their family numbered nine children who grew 
to mature years and became heads of families. 
Charles, born in New York, was reared in Kenosha 
County, and is now a prosperous farmer of 
Pleasant Prairie ‘Township; Thomas W., a native 
of this county, is also a substantial agriculturist of 
the same town; Margaret, deceased wife of James 
Kelley, Richard is a well known citizen of the town 
of Pleasant Prairie; James became a carpenter and 
builder, which trade he followed in Kenosha until 
his death; John is also engaged in agricultural pur- 
suits in Pledsant Prairie Township; Susan became 
the wife of James Kelley after the death of her 
sister and she is also now deceased; Joseph operates 
the old homestead; and Henry,a farmer of Pleasant 
Prairie Township, completes the family. 

We now take up the personal history of our 
subject who was born in New York City, Novem- 
ber 26, 1842, and during his infancy was brought 
by his parents to Kenosha County, where under 
the paternal roof he grew to manhood and in the 
district schools acquired his education. He re- 
mained with his father until after he had attained 
his majority. It was in 1864 that he left Wiscon- 
sin ona trip to California. Going to New York 
City he went by way of the Aspinwalland Panama 
route and arrived at San Francisco in April. He 
went to Placerville and from there to Gold Hill, 
Nev. After a year spent in the mines at that 
place he engaged in mining forsix months at Idaho 
City, Idaho, after he returned to Gold Hill,where 
he resided until 1866, when by way of the Nica- 
raugua route he returned home, arriving in Keno- 
sha County on the 12th of July. In the succeed- 
ing autumn he purchased a half interest in a thresh- 
ing machine and engaged in its operation for a 
number of years. In connection with a brother 
he spent the season of 1867 in farming in Juneau 
County but returned in the fall of the same year 
and in 1868 embarked in farming in Kenosha 
County. 


On the 24th of February of that year in Brighton 
Township, Mr. Riley wedded Miss Mary, daughter 
of Hugh Riley, one of the honored pioneers of that 
town, where the lady was born. Her father was a na- 


consin, renting a farm in Kenosha County forsev- 
eral years, Unto Mr. and Mrs, Riley have been 
born five children—Thomas P., who is section fore- 
man at Spring Bluff; James E., an employe in the 
Brass Works of Kenosha; Charles C., who aids his 
father in the operation of the home farm: Joseph 
Frank and Mary,who are yet attending school. Mr. 
Riley and his family are all members of the Cath- 
olic Church. 

In 1883, he purchased the farm on which he now 
resides and located thereon in the spring of 1885. 
It was a timbered tract of land, but he cleared it and 
already has the greater part of it under a state of 
cultivation. By well kept fences it is divided into 
fields of convenient size. There is a good residence, 
barnsand other necessary outbuildings, and an or- 


chard of select fruits. These improvements are mon- | 


uments to the thrift and enterprise of the owner, 
who is regarded as one of the substantial farmers of 
the community. He exercises his right of franchise in 
support of the Republican party but has never been 
an aspirant for the honors or emoluments of oM- 
cial life. Ile has made his home in the county for 


a half century,has witnessed almost its entire growth, | 


has aided in its development, borne his part in its 
upbuilding and none are more worthy of represen- 
tion in this volume than Charles A. Riley, the 
honored pioneer. 


JOBERT B. WHITAKER, President of the 
Whitaker Engine & Skein Company, is num- 
d bered among the early settlers of Kenosha, 


whose parents, Nicholas and Sarah (Lord) Whita- 
ker, were natives of Heywood, Lancashire. Wish- 
ing to bring his famıly to the United States but 
not having sufficient means, the father sent his son 
William to this country in 1840. By industry and 


economy, William accumulated enough to pay the 
passage of his brother John, who came in 1841. 
These two in turn earned enough to bring the rest 
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| six and seventy-two years. 
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of the family over in 1843. After a voyage of 
six weeks atid two days they arrived at New York 
and settled in Middlebury, Vt., where the father 
worked in a cotton factory. About 1849, both 
parents joined their son Robert in Kenosha, where 
they spent their last days and now lie buried in 
the Kenosha cemetery. They died in 1872 within 
six weeks of each other, aged respectively seventy- 
Of their children all 
but three have passed away. ‘The living are Mrs. 
Mary Dixon of Union Grove, Wis.; James W.,a ma- 
chinist of Racine; and Robert B. of this sketch, who 
is the fifth child in order of birth. 

Literary schools, Mr. Whitaker attended but 
little in his native land and only a few days after 
coming to this country, but in business affairs he 
has received a long and somewhat severe course of 
training. When in his tenth year, he began work- 
ing in a cotton factory, which he continued after 
locating in Middlebury, Vt. At the age of six- 
teen, tired of the monotony of factory life, he and 
two of his comrades who worked in the same fac- 
tory decided to become seafaring men, though it 
would not do to let parents or friends know their 
intentions. On a bright Fourth of July morning 
they started on foot for Lake Champlain; very 
anxious were they to see the lake as their parents 
supposed,and in truth they were, but for a far 
different purpose than the one assigned. They 
found a tow boat ready to make the trip from 
to Albany. Young Robert got a 
position as driver, one of his companions that of 
steersman and the other that of bowsman. His 
companions knew littte about managing a boat and 
he less about handling horses, but brimful of boy- 
ish enthusiasm, they got along tolerably well. The 


, 
. 


tow path was deep in mud from long continued 
He was born in Duckenfield, Cheshire, Eng- | 
land, March 16, 1831, and is one of eight children 


rain and we can easily picture the condition of the 
driver when they reached Albany; but he was soon 
in a better and cleanlier outfit. The good captain 
took the boys on to New York City without charge 
and after spending two days in trying to get them 
positions in the navy, and in the merchant marine 
service, without success, he returned them to Al 
bany free of charge. The boys walked to Cohoes 
Falls, where a coolness sprang up among them and 
Mr. Whitaker parted their company, going to Me- 
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chanicsville, 


Penniless and hungry, he applied 


for work to the owner of a cotton factory who 
treated him with great kindness, which has never 
been forgotten. After working some three months. 
he was again seized with the seafaring fever, but 
after going to New York City and trying for a 
position without success, he returned to Cohoes 
Falls, and then worked in a factory until he came 
to Wisconsin. After being employed there some 
time, his sister, who now lives in Union Grove 
joined him. 

At Southport, Wis., Mr. Whitaker had a brother 
engaged in the cabinet business so he and his sis- 
ter decided to join that brother as soon as they 
could save money enough to bring them to the 
West. On the morning of July 2, 1847, when the 
brother came down to his shop to begin the day's 
work. he was surprised to find Robert and the sis- 
ter sitting on the steps. Until 1850, our subject 
was employed at cabinet making, printing, carpen- 
tering ete. 

On the 20th of October of that year Mr. Whita- 
ker and Miss Frances H. Bell were united in mar- 
riage. ‘The lady was a native of Lincolnshire, 
England, and with her parents came to the United 
1849, settling in Kenosha. Three 
dren have been born to Mr. and Mrs, Whitaker— 
Robert S.and Thomas B., who are 
business with their father; and Fannie 
the wife of C. II. Leach, Principal of the Ogden 
School of Chicago. 

Soon after quitting the cabinet business, Mr. 


States in chil- 
interested in 
B., who is 


Whitaker began work in a threshing machine fac- 
tory in at 81 a Not 
with being a common laborer, he read works on 


Kenosha day. satisfied 
mechanics and tried to make himself master of his 
His efforts were soon rewarded by being 
made foreman of the shops. In 1865, he bought 
the Wheeler Plaining mill, which he soon disposed 


business. 


of and with John Nichol and Frederick Robinson, 
purchased the old Gravel Foundry, which they ran 
until 1875, when the Whitaker Engine & Skein 
Company was organized. ‘The present officers of 
the Company are R. B. Whitaker, President and 
‘Treasurer; R. S. Whitaker, Vice-President and 
Superintendent; II. C. Dodge, Secretary; T. B. 
Whitaker, assistant Superintendent. The works 
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are located on South and Exchange Streets and 
give employment to some thirty men. 
Mr. Whitaker is a member of the Masonic and 


Odd Fellow fraternities and in political sentiment 
His home on Park Avenue is a 
pleasant one and he has the satisfaction of knowing 


is a Republican, 


that it, as well as the competence he has acquired, 
is the product of his own hands in many years of 
toil. 


È <= Cans 
ETH DOAN, an early settler of Kenosha, 
isa native of the Buckeye State. He was 
born in Medina County, Ohio, March 14, 
1820, and is a son of Timothy and Polly 
(Pritehard) Doan, both of whom were natives of 
Connecticut, whence they went to Ohio in an early 
day. The Doan or Doane family (as some write 
the name) was founded in New England during 
early Colonial days. It sprang from the DeOanes, 
Norman Frenchmen who went to England with 
William the Conqueror, in 1066, The coat-of- 
arms of the family is a shield surmounted with a 
bound bunch of arrows and bearing the motto 
“Omnia Mei Dona Dei.” 

John Doane, the founder of the family in Amer- 
ica, came to England in one of the first three ships 
that crossed the Atlantic to Plymouth, Mass., in 
1630. He was quite prominent in colonial affairs 
and in .1633, was selected as assistant to Gov. Win- 
slow. In 1642 he was again chosen to the same 
position and at various times held other oflices of 
less importance. He died in 1685, at the advanced 
age of ninety-five years. In direct line 
scent the ancestors are as follows: 


of de- 
Daniel; 
Joseph, who married and had twelve children and 
was Deacon in the church at Eastham for forty 
years; Joseph, the second of the name who re- 
moved to Little the Connecticut 
River; Seth, who Seth was taken 
prisoner by the British from a merchant vessel on 
which the father was mate during the Revolution- 
ary War, and was released in 1777; and Timothy, 
removed from 


John; 


Haddam on 


with his son 


grandfather of our subject. He 


Connecticut to Herkimer County, N. Y., about 
1794, and in 1801, emigrated to Cleveland, Ohio, 
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From Fairport he and his family, consisting of 
wife and seven children, made the journey on 
horseback. 

The father of our subject, Timothy Doan, was 
born in Connecticut in 1787, and ın Columbia, 
Ohio, married Miss Pritchard, who was also a na- 
tive of Connecticut and was some three years his 
junior. He cleared a farm in that county, Me- 
dina, and afterward cleared another farm, but in 
1830, returned to the old homestead near Cleve- 
land, where he died in 1847. His wife passed away 
eight years previous, in 1839, In an early day he 
served in the Legislature, session of 1832 and 1833, 
and in politics was a strong Democrat. His wife 
was a member of the Episcopal Church. In their 
family were eight children but only three are now 
living: Seth of this sketch and George and Nor- 
ton, farmers of Cleveland, Ohio. 

Our subject was the fourth in order of birth. 
He received very limited educational advantages 
and was reared on a farm until sixteen years of 
age, when he began clerking in a country store, 
being thus employed for two years, when he re- 
turned home and again attended school fora year. 
In 1839, Mr. Doan aided in the survey of the 
Wabash & Erie Canal, which work continued for 
two years and on his return to Cleveland he was 
united in marriage on November 24, 1842, with Miss 
Frances Burton, a native of Ohio, and a daughter 
of Dr. E. Burton, a pioneer physician. In 1845, 
they emigrated to Southport, Wis., where Mr. 
Doan has since made his home. His wife died in 
1857, and on May 31, 1860, he wedded Mary Mur- 
ray, a native of New York, who is of Scotch de- 
scent. By the first marriage four children were 
born: Lucy, now the wife of E. C. Newbury, a 
resident of Romeo, Mich.; Ella, wife of Charles F. 
Newbury, also a resident of Romeo; Minnie, wife 
of Charles C. Brown, Cashier of the First National 
Bank of Kenosha; and Ada F., deceased wife of 
E. J. Bentley. By the second marriage Mr. and 
Mrs. Doan have one son, Charles Seth, who is now 
merchandising in Shoshone, Idaho. 

Soon after his marriage, Mr. Doan decided to 
come West. He had saved #300 and his father 
told him he would give him a similar amount or 
fifty acres of land. He chose the former and hav- 
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ing traded a cow to the captain of the vessel for 
his passage, sailed for Kenosha. The lake was so 
rough that they had to go on to Chicago, but re- 
turned on a steamer to Southport. In June, 1843, 
Mr. Doan opened a store in a small building 12x20 
feet, and lived in the upper story, having a nice 
clean dry-goods box for a table, while the other 
furniture was almost as primitive in character. 
From that time he was identified with commercial 
interests until 1889, being the oldest living mer- 
chant in the place. 

Mr. Doan was formerly an anti-slavery man and 
cast his first Presidential vote for John P. Hale. 
Since its organization he has supported the Re- 
publican party. His wife and children are mem- 
bers of the Episcopal Church. Mr. Doan is one of 
the few very old settlers in Kenosha. He has un- 
dergone the experiences of pioneer life in the days 
when postage on a letter was twenty-five cents and 
has seen the town grow from a village to a city. 
Ever manifesting an interest in all that pertains to 
the welfare of the community and its advance- 
ment, he has proved a valued citizen and is both 
widely and favorably throughout the 
county. 


known 


— f 


* 


- ENRY HOLBROOK TARBELL, who was 
one of the pioneers of Kenosha County, 
was born at Brimfield, Mass., April 6, 1819. 
W He sprang from one of three brothers who 
emigrated from Wales to Salem, Mass., in 1660. 
John Tarbell removed from Salem to Sturbridge 
where he died aged ninety-four years. He married 
Sarah Grosvenor of Pomfret, Conn., and had 
three sons, one of whom, Elijah by name, married 
Hannah Upham who had eight children. Subse- 
quently he removed to Brimfield, Mass. Samuel, 
son of Elijah, was born September 10,1784, married 
Alice Oaks by whom he had four children, of 
whom our subject was one. 

The early life of Henry H. Tarbell was spent on 
his father’s farm. After attending the common 
schools he went to the North Wilberham Academy, 
then conducted by Rev. Miner Raymond, now of 
Evanston, Ill. Having secured a good education 
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Mr. Tarbell taught in Stafford, Conn. In the sum- 
mer of 1837 he came to Wisconsin prospecting for 
lands and looking about located on section 3, Bris- 
tol Township, Kenosha County, though then it be- 
longed to Racine County. In 1840 he returned to 
Massachusetts, re-entered the academy, pursuing 
his studies and teaching at the same time. August 
22, 1842 he married Cynthia J. Griggs a native of 
Brimfield, Mass., born November 22, 1821. She 
was a daughter of Orlando and Cynthia (Janes) 
Griggs. Mrs. Tarbell’s grandfather, Joseph Griggs, 
emigrated from Union, Conn., to Brimfield, Mass., 
in the year 1800. Her father was born at Union, 
Conn., prior to the removal of the family, the date 
of his birth being March 30, 1789. At Brimfield 
he married, April 26, 1810, Miss Janes a native of 
that place who was born February 19, 1789. 

The Janes family are descended from William 
Janes who came from England in 1637, settled at 
New Haven, Conn., where he was a teacher seven- 
teen years. In 1756 he removed to North Hamp- 
ton, Mass., where he filled the positions of recorder, 
school teacher and teaching elder. In 1671 he 
was one of the petitioners for, and joined the 
company that settled Northfield, Conn. In the 
discharge of his duty as teaching elder he preached 
to the settlers congregated under the old North- 
field oak. After the destruction of the settlement 
by the Indians in 1675 he returned to North 
Hampton where he died in 1690. ilis son Abel 
removed to Lebanon, Conn., in 1706, and William, 
son of Abel, removed to Brimfield where he owned 
five hundred acres of land. William, Jr., was the 
son of William and Peleg C.; the son of William 
Jr. was the father of Cynthia Janes. 

Soon after his marriage Mr. Tarbell returned to 
Wisconsin and kept what was then known as the 
Fowler Hotel in Bristol Township, some three 
years. Having removed to his farm he devoted his 
energies to its cultivation until 1859 when he was 
elected Register of Deeds for Kenosha County, 
serving in that office acceptably for three terms. 
He served in a number of minor offices, but was 
never a man to put himself forward. Possessed of 
a remarkable memory and well posted in regard to 
the history of Kenosha County from the be- 
ginning he put in manuscript form a complete 


SS 
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record of the county, which it is hoped will be 
preserved in more permanent form. In educational 
affairs he took an active interest and for several 
terms was School Commissioner. Unostentatious, 
buta man of sterling worth he won the friendship 
of the best people, which was ever accorded him. 
In early life he was a Whig and on the rise of the 
Republican party joined its ranks, casting his last 
vote for Ben. Harrison. Both he and his wife 
supported the Congregational Church in which he 
was chorister for many years. 

For a time Mr. Tarbell manufactured wagons 
under the firm name of Bath & Tarbell, but in 
1883 he hetame associated in the abstract and real 
estate business with D. B. Benedict, continuing 
until his death, February 17, 1890. His widow 
still lives in Kenosha. Socially he was a Royal 
Their family consisted of eleven 
children, five sons and six daughters, of whom six 
are yet living namely: Adella, wife of S. C. Nellis 
of Chicago; Samuel H. of the same city; Sarah A. 
is at home; Jennie A., wife of A. B. Curtis of 
Kenosha; Ada M., a teacher in the public schools 
of Kenosha; Charles A., junior member of the real 
estate and abstract firm of Benedict & Tarbell, 
completes the family and is the only one identified 
with the business interests of the city. He 
born in Kenosha March 17, 1862. After acquiring 
a good practical education in the public schools of 
his native city employed in the Bain 
Wagon Works some five years. For about a year 
he had charge of his father’s business and upon 
his death succeeded him in business. He is 
also Deputy County Clerk. Politically he affili- 
ates with the Republican party, and socially be- 
longs to the Royal Arcanum and the Knights of 
Pythias. 


Arch Mason. 


was 


he was 
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ON. JAMES TINKER, a pioneer and promı- 
Y nent citizen of Racine County, now de- 
E ceased, was born near Huddersfield, York- 
shire, England, on the 11th of April, 1817, 


and was a son of Christopher and Martha (Brown) 
Tinker, who were also natives of Yorkshire. 


Our 


subject, in his youth, learned the trade of a spinner 
at which he worked in his early life. Ere he left 
his native land he was united in marriage in the 
cathedral in Hudderstield, December 23, 1838, with 
Miss Jane MeMillan, a daughter of Robert and 
Mary (Robinson) McMillan. ‘The lady was born 
in the parish of Keer, Dumfrieshire, Scotland, on 
the 26th of July, 1814; was educated in her native 
country, and while still a maiden, went to England 
where she was engaged in teaching school until 
her marriage. 

In 1842 Mr. Tinker emigrated from England 
to the United States with his family, and settled 
in the town of Burlington, Racine County, Wis., 
where he engaged in farming, and was also mer- 
chandising in Rochester, near by. He was an 
original anti-slavery man, and a Whig in politics, 
In 1850, he was elected a member of the Wisconsin 
Legislature on the Free-soil ticket, and in 1851 was 
sent as delegate from this State to the World's 
Fair in London, leaving this country in April of 
that year, and returning in October following- 
He became a Republican on the organization of 
the party in Wisconsin, and was elected in 1855 
on that ticket as County Treasurer of Racine 
County; was re-elected and served four years in 
that office from 1856 until 1860. He was also 
elected County Clerk in 1884, and served two 
years. While a resident of the town of Burling- 
ton he served several years as Justice of the Peace. 
In 1859, he removed to Racine, and made that 
his home until his death, which occurred on the 
20th of February, 1886. 

Five children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Tinker 
Mary Jane, who became the wife of George 
Brown, of Eagle Point, Ore.; George R., who is 
married, and resides in British Columbia; Martha, 
now the wife of Capt. John L. Gallien, whose 
sketch appears elsewhere in this work; Sarah, a 
resident of Racine; and Christopher, who married 
Helena Carey, and resides in Chicago. Mrs. 
Tinker survives her husband, and makes her home 


in Racine at the old family homestead. She was 


reared in the Presbyterian Church and still attends 
its services. 

Mr. Tinker was a member of the Methodist 
Church, and was an active workerin the cause of 
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temperance both in England and in America. He 
was one of the original members of the first 


Teetotaler Society organized in Huddersfield, Eng- 
land, and was prominent as a lecturer on the subject 
of temperance. After coming to this country he 
lectured and did much good work in that cause. 
His sympathies were immediately enlisted in favor 
of the abolition of slavery after his emigration to 
America, and he talked and labored to build up 
abolition sentiment in the minds of the people. 
He supported Van Buren and Adams in the Presi- 
dential campaign in 1848; Fremont in 1856, and 
Lincoln in 1860 and 1864, continuing to affiliate 
with the Republican party until his death. 


ON BREAID, who is engaged in general 


ji 

| farming on section 6, Somers Township, 
i 

t 

1 


Kenosha County, has for forty-one years 
2 Ile was 
born near Edinburg, Seotland, November 20th, 
1820. 
native of that land and a man of superior intell- 
igence, well educated. 


made his home in this locality. 
His father, Thomas Breaid, was also a 


By occupation he was a 
contractor. He married Ellen Greig, also a native 
of Scotland and they crossed the Atlantic to 
America in 1853, joining our subject in Kenosha 
County, where they spent the remainder of their 
lives. 

John Breaid, whose name heads this sketch, was 
also well educated for the times and when a youth 
learned the flax dresser’s trade, which he followed 
for several years. He was married in Scotland in 
1845, to Jane Whitelaw, daughter of John and 
Anna (Drummond) Whitelaw, who was born in 
Scotland. The young couple began their domes- 
tic life in that land but after years Mr. 
Breaid came to America, leaving his family behind. 
Hearrived in New York in May, 1850, and by 
way of the Hudson River to Albany, Erie Canal 
to Buffalo and the (+reat Lakes Kacine, he 
reached the State which has since been his home, 
in June of that year. Nearly all of his means had 
been exhausted in paying the expenses of his 


several 


to 
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journey and he was willing to engage in any 
honest labor. He stopped fora short time with a 
Scotch family on the lake shore near Racine and 
worked by the day at anything he could du. By 
industry and economy he had saved enough to 
send for his family at theend of a year and Mrs. 
Breaid crossed the Atlantic with her three children, 
the oldesta lad of six and the youngest a child of 
eighteen months, joining her husband in the fall 
of 1851. 

Mr. Breaid had built an humble dwelling for 
his wife and family inthe shape of a log cabin, 
located in the town of Mt. Pleasant, Racine County, 
and they began life in the New World in true 
pioneer style. The husband and father engaged in 
cutting cord-wood and also raised a few vegetables 
for the market. He there made his home for two 
years, during which time his financial condition 
was somewhat improved, after which he located on 
a farm on the county line, where was a comfort- 
able home. He cleared and fenced about forty 
acres of land and upon that farm made his home 
for about three years; duriug which time he saved 
about $800. In Kenosha County we next find 
him after his purchase of twenty acres of land on 
section 6, Somers Township. This was a timbered 
tract but with characteristic energy he began to 
clear and improve it and where once stood the 
monarchs of the forest were soon seen fields of 
waving grain. From time to time he made add- 
itional purchases until he now has a valuable 
farm of one hundred acres, the greater part of 
which is under a high state of cultivation. It is 
improved with a commodious briek residence, an 
orchard, good barns and all the other accessories 
of a model farm. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Breaid have been born seven 
sons and three daughters; Thomas, a railroad en- 
gineer, is married and resides in Savanna, III.; 
John is married and’engages in merchandising in 
Waukesha, Wis.; Andrew was married and went 
to North Carolina, where he did an extensive 
business, shipping lumber to the North. Ile is 
now deceased. The three children just mentioned 
were born in Scotland and the remaining members 
of the family were born in Wisconsin. Katie is 
the wife of Charles Windsor, of Racine; Nellie is 
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the wife of William Bose, a farmer of Kenosha 
County; James who is married and lives in Sa- 
vanna, is also a railroad engineer; William died 
in infancy; George is a telegraph operator and 
real estate dealer of Chehalis, Wash.; William, 
the second of that name, is married and resides on 
the home farm; and Maggie is the wife of Chester 
Barrows, an agriculturist of Mt. Pleasant Town- 
ship, Racine County. 

Mr. and Mrs. Breaid are prominent members of 
the Methodist Church and in politics he is a 
stanch Republican. He has supported cach Presi- 
dental candidate since casting his first vote for 
John C. Fremont, but has never sought or desired 
public office for himself. However he served for 
two years as Assessor and has been an efficient 


member of the School Board for a number of 
years. In the carlier days, he and his family en- 


dured many hardships and privations but indus- 
try, perseverance and good management on the 
part of Mr. Breaid have secured him a comfort- 
able competence and he is numbered among the 
well-to-do farmers of the community. 


na 


7 TEPHEN D. GETHEN, a retired farmer 
living at his pleasant home on section 27, 

Bristol Township, deserves representation 

in this volume among the pioneer settlers 

of Kenosha County, for almost half a century has 
passed since he located within its borders. As he 
is widely and favorably known we feel assured that 
this record will be received with interest by many 
of our readers. A native of Schenectady County, 
N. Y., Mr. Gethen was born November 21, 1817. 
His father, John Gethen, was a native of England, 
and with his parents came to America during his 
childhood. The entire family were stricken with 
yellow fever and all died wıth the exception of 
John, who grew to manhood in the Empire State, 
and there married Abigail Bennett, of Connecti- 
cut. He wasa tanner and currier by trade and 
followed that business throughout his life. From 
Schenectady County he removed to Schoharie 
County, N. Y., where his death occurred at the 
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age of seventy-eight years. His wife survived 
him a number of years and passed away at the 
advanced age of ninety-six. 

In the Gethen family were two sons and two 
daughters who grew to mature years, the former 
being twins. The elder sister, Mary Ann, became 
the wife of Alvin Hollenbeck, and resides in New 
York, in the town where she was reared; Kate, 
widow of John Ladd, resides in Schenectady 
County, N. Y.; and Jesse, the brother, a farmer of 
New York, is now deceased. 

The subject of this sketch spent the days of his 
boyhood and youth upon his father’s farm in 
Schoharie County, and after attaining to mature 
years worked on a farm by the month. 
panion and helpmate on life’s journey he chose 
Miss Louisa, daughter of Josiah Gates, and a na- 
tive of Schoharie County, where their union was 
celebrated April 4, 1842. Together they have 
traveled life’s journey for almost half a century, 
sharıng with each other its sorrows and joys, ad- 
versity and prosperity. After residing for two 
years upon the farm in New York on which they 
began their domestic life, they came to the West 
in 1815, by way of the Erie Canal and Great 
Lakes, landing at Southport, on the 21st of May. 
Soon afterward Mr. Gethen purchased one hun- 
dred and sixty acres of new land in the town of 
Bristol and began the development of a farm. Not 
a furrow had been turned or an improvement 
made and it is no easy task to transform the wild 
land into rich and fertile fields. They bore many 
of the hardships and privations incident to pioneer 
lite but as the yeats passed prosperity smiled more 
kindly upon them and the united efforts of hus- 
band and wife were blessed with abundance. Mr. 
Gethen has now laid aside business cares and they 
are living in the enjoyment of a well-earned rest 
upon their pleasant farm of one hundred and 
twenty acres, where they have a comfortable home, 
supplied with all the necessaries and many of the 
luxuries of life. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Gethen born three 
children: Edwin R., an agriculturist of Pleasant 
Prairie Township; John Wesley, a farmer residing 
in South Dakota; and Frank rents a farm adjoin- 
ing his father’s. They have lost three children in 


As a com- 


were 


early childhood: John, Sidney and Mary. They 
have one grandson and three granddaughters. One 
of the latter is the wife of William C. Crosby, a 
man of good education and business ability who 
carries on the old homestead and in the winter 
season engages in teaching. 

Mr. Gethen cast his first Presidential vote for 
Martin Van Buren and was a Democrat until the 
organization of the Free Soil party, with which 
he aftiliated until the Republican party sprang 
into existence. Its banner he has since upheld, 
voting for each of its Presidential candidates 
from John C. Fremont. He has taken quite an 
active part in local politics and has held several 
positions of honor and trust, including that of 
Road Commissioner, Supervisor, Treasurer and 
Assessor. He held the latter office for seven years 
and his public duties have been discharged with 
promptness and fidelity, thus winning him the 
commendation of all concerned. He has also 
served on the School Board, was for ten consecu- 
tive years District Treasurer and has ever done all 
in his power for the promotion of the cause of edu- 
cation. The upright lives of Mr. and Mrs. Gethen 
have won them high esteem and it is with pleasure 
that we record this sketch. 


EWIS P. JOHNSON, who resides on section 

18, in the of Mt. Pleasant, Racine 

E County, is one of the representative citizens 
and progressive farmers of this community. As 
he is both widely and favorably known his sketch 
will prove of interest to many of our readers. Mr. 
Johnson is a native of Denmark. He was born on 
the 27th of January, 1846, and is the second in order 
of birth in a family of four children, two sons and 
two daughters, all of whom are yet living and are 
residents of Racine County. ‘The father, James 
Johnson, was born and reared in Denmark, and 
after attaining to mature years wedded Mary Peter- 
son, a native of the same country. 


town 


He engaged 
in farming as a means of livelihood and his death 


occurred in the land of his nativity. The mother, 
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with her four children, subsequently emigrated to 
America, landing in New York in May, 1866. They 
immediately came West to Wisconsin, arriving at 
Milwaukee in June of that year, and in autumn 
made a permanent location in Racine County upon 
the farm which Mrs. Johnson then purchased and 
is still her home. The members of the family are 
Hannah, now the wife of Peter Lamp, a resident 
farmer of the town of Mt. Pleasant; Lewis P. whose 
name heads this sketch; John who resides with his 
mother and operates the home farm; and Anna 
also at home. The family is one of worth, its mem- 
bers being held in high regard by those who know 
them. 

Our subject passed the days of his boyhood and 
youth in his native land where be acquired a good 
education in the mother tongue, but after crossing 
the Atlantic at the age of twenty years, he had to 
learn the English language. For a few years after 
his arrival in Racine County, he and his brother 
engaged in operating the home farm which his 
mother had purchased. They then bought another 
tract of land which they operated together until 
1884, when Mr. Johnson purchased his brother's 
interest. Henow owns a valuable farm of one 
hundred and seventy-two acres, the greater part of 
which is under a high state of cultivation and well 
improved. It is supplied with good buildings 
such as are found on a model farm, has a fine 
bearing orchard and other accessories which denote 
the thrift and enterprise of the owner. Mr. John- 
son is an industrious and energetic man who began 
life with little capital yet has worked his way up- 
ward until he now oceupies a position among the 
substanlial farmers of the community. 

On the 23d of December, 1885, Mr. Johnson and 
Miss Christina Peterson were married in Racine. 
The lady is a native of Denmark as is also her 
father, Peter Jenson. Her parents now reside with 
their daughter. By this union of Mr. and Mrs. 
Johnson have been born three children, a son and 
two daughters—Clara, Arthur P. and Alma Rebecca, 
The parents are members of the Lutheran Church 


his first Presidential vote for Gen. Grant. The 
cause of education finds in him a warm friend and 
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| serving a one year's apprenticeship. 


he is now serving as a member of the School Board. 
He is a man of sterling worth, a valued citizen of 
the community and is held in high esteem by a 
large circle of friends and acquaintances, 


7 DAM DICKHAUT, a barber of Kenosha, 
has heen engaged in business in this city 
since 1857 or for a period of about thirtv- 

Q five consecutive years. A native of Ger- 
many, he was born in Hesse-Darmstadt, on the 
14th of July, 1839, ånd isa son of John A. and 
Catherine (Pfeifer) Dickhuut, who crossed the 
briny deep to America in 1855, and located in 
Kenosha; on the 27th of June of that year. The 
father engaged in shoemaking until 1859, and 
then worked at general labor until his death, 
which occurred in 1870. His wife survived him 
about eleven years and passed away in 1881. They 
were both members of the German Lutheran 
Church and in politics the father voted the Repub- 
lican ticket. In their family were three sons and 
a daughter, the eldest of whom is Adam of this 
sketch. Peter died in 1855, Mary became the wife 
of Henry Wahchenfelt and William J. is also a 
barber of Kenosha. 

Our subject spent the days of his boyhood and 
youth in hisnative land where he learned his trade, 
He accom- 
panied his parents on their emigration to America 
and after locating in Wisconsin was for two years 
employed by others. He then embarked in busi- 
ness for himself in 1857, as before stated. He was 
the first white barber in Kenosha. Success has at- 
tended his efforts throughout these years and he 
has secured a liberal patronage which brings him 
in a good income. 

In Kenosha, on the 31stof October, 1861, Mr. 
Dickhaut was joined in wedlock with Miss Maggic 
Stemm, a native of Canada, born January 27, 1844, 


| and a daughter of Carl and Caroline (Vollnir) 
and in politics he is a stanch Republican, having | 
supported that party since the time when be cast | 


Stemm. Her parents, both of whom are now de- 
ceased, were natives of Germany. By their union 
have been born four children, three sons and a 
daughter, the eldest of whom, Charles A., is men- 
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tioned neh in this work. Bey is now 
engaged with his father in the barber shop; Minnie 
is the wife of A. Paulich; and Frederick is engaged 
in elerking in a drug store. 

Mr. Dickhaut is a stanch Republican in polıtics, 
having long supported that party. When a young 
man, in fact just before he attained bis majority, 
he went to St, Louis in 1858 on a visit to his uncle 
who requested him to take a trip down the Missis- 
sippi River. He went as far south as Vicksburg 
and during the journey saw much of slavery and 
its practices. It was abhorrent to him and he join- 
ed the Republican party formed to suppress it, 
casting his first Presidental vote for Abraham Lin- 
coln. In religious belief he is a German Lutheran 
and his wife is a member of the Episcopal Church. 
Socially he holds a membership with the Odd Fel- 
low's society. Mr. Dickhaut has been active in 
the upbuilding of Kenosha, has worked for her 
best interests and has taken an active part in pro- 
moting those enterprises calculated to proye of 
public benefit. Surely he is one of the valued 
citizens of the community and well deserves repre- 
sentation in this volume. 


— 


ILLIAM BOSE, a retired farmer living on 
section 7, Somers Township, is one of the 
honored pioneers of Kenosha County; and 

with pleasure we present his sketch to our readers. 
A native of Prussia, Germany, he was born Feb- 
ruary 13, 1824, and is a son of Conrad Bose. His 
father was born in Westphalia, where he grew to 
manhood and wedded Mary Ann Bose, daughter 
of Henry Bose, a landowner of Prussia. The 
father of our subject was an agriculturist and upon 
his farm all of the children were born. In 1849, 
he emigrated with his family to the new world 
and in Kenosha County, Wis., joined his son Will- 


iam, who had come to the United States two years | 


before. He located in the town of Somers on a 
very slightly improved farm which he cleared and 
fenced and upon which he made many improve- 
ments. It continued to be his home until his 
death which occurred about 1880. His wife sur- 
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vivi him some time and died in 8 1890. 
In their family were five sons and two daughters 
who grew to mature years. 

The subject of this sketch was reared to manhood 
in his native land and when twenty years of age 
crossed the Atlantic to America, arriving in New 
York in August, 1846, He made his first location 
in Cleveland, Ohio, where he joined William 
Hansche and with that gentleman came to Wiscon- 
sin, reaching Racine in January, 1846. With Mr. 
Hansche he went to the farm of Huron Beebe, and 
for the first few years after his arrival worked as a 
farm hand by the month. When the family came 
he joined his father and aided in the arduous task 
of opening up a new farm. He afterward bought 
a piece of wild land on section 6, Somers Town- 
ship, and began farming on his own account. As 
his means were limited he could purchase only 
eleven acres but this he cleared and improved, 
building a comfortable log house upon it. In this 
way he got a start in life and climbing higher and 
higher has at length reached a position amóng the 
substantial citizens of the community. 

In Racine County, in 1852, Mr. Bose was united 
in marriage with Mrs. Mary Ann Hansche, a native 
of England, and a daughter of Richard Canvin, 
who spent his entire. life in England, his native 
land. Mrs. Bose came to this country in 1840, 
with her brother, Matthew Canvin. She gave her 
hand in marriage to Herman Hansche, their union 
being celebrated in Cincinnati, Ohio. Mr. Hansche 
died in Racine County, in 1849, leaving one child, 
John W., a resident farmer of Kenosha County. 
There were also two other children, one who died 
in infancy and Herman, who grew to manhood and 
went to Salisbury, N. C., where he died in 1888. 
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Bose have been born three 
children—Edward, a prosperous farmer now oper- 
ating the old homestead; William F., who is also 
a substantial farmer of the town of Somers, and 
Mary, wife of John Wensing, a substantial agri- 
culturist of Somers Township, by whom she has 
three children— Anna, Emma and Willie. 

As the years passed and the financial resources 
of Mr. Bose increased he made additional pur- 
chases of land and is now the owner of an excellent 
farm of one hundred and seven acres, which his 
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son William operates. He resided thereon until 
1879, and then bought an improved farm on sec- 
tion 7, which has since been his home. He here 
owns one hundred and sixty acres and another 
tract of forty acres situated on the same section 
yields to him a golden tribute. The farm is well 
improved having all the accessories and conven- 
iences furnished by the nineteenth century and 
gives evidence of the thrift and industry which 
have been among the owner’s chief characteristics 
through life. 

He has done much for the develepment of the 
county, has aided in its upbuilding and been an 
eyewitness of its growth for the long period of 
forty-five years. In politics Mr. Bose is a Repub- 
lican. He cast his first vote for James Buchanan 
but ere the next election his views had undergone 
a change and he supported Abraham Lincoln. 
Every enterprise calculated to prove of public 
benefit receives his support and hearty co-operation 
and he is indeed a useful and valued citizen of the 
community. After long years of labor he is now 
living a retired life, residing with his daughter in 
the enjoyment of the rest that he has so well earned 
and so truly deserves. His sterling character and 
integrity have made him a trusted man among his 
fellow-men and his children and grandchildren 
will have reason to cherish his memory long after 
he has passed away. 


— — 


A, ATTHEW BLACKBURN is the owner of 
a fine farm of two hundred and eighty 
acres on sections 4 and 5, Rochester Town- 
ship,Racine County. This valuable place is 
supplied with all the appointments and conven- 
iences of a model farm of the nineteenth century. 
In the rear of the commodious stone residence 
are good barns and other necessary outbuildings 
and the eye gazes upon fields of waving grain 
which indicate the thrift and enterprise of the 
owner and bespeak plenteous harvests. 

Mr. Blackburn was born on the 6th of Febru- 
ary, 1822, in Yorkshire, England, and is a son of 
John Blackburn, also a native of Yorkshire. His 


y 
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father had to begin life in limited circumstnces 
and learned the trade of a weaver that he might 
thereby provide for his own support. He married 
Miss Frances Moore, an English lady and after 
several years they determined to try their fortune 
in this country, sailing from Liverpool to New 
York. Mr. Blackburn endeavored to secure work 
in Philadelphia, Pa., but was unsuccessful and in 
consequence resumed his Westward journey. 
Traveling by way of the canal to Buffalo and 
the Great Lakes, he at length arrived in Chicago. 
It was his intention to landat Racine but on ac- 
count of the rough weather the passengers had to 
be taken to the former place. Mr. Blackburn then 
walked to Racine and purchased eighty acres of 
wild land in Rochester Township. A primitive 
log cabin was the first home of the family and 
they lived in true pioneer style. So unsettled was 
the county at that time that between their home 
and Racine were only six habitations. Many 
hardships were borne by the family in earlier days 
but the labor of Mr. Blackburn at length met with 
a just reward and as his financial resources increased 
he increased his possessions until he owned a fine 
farm of two hundred and eighty acres and was in 
very comfortable circumstances. In politics he 
was astanch Democrat, but never sought or de- 
sired public office. He preferred to spend his 
leisure time in the enjoymentof the pleasures of 
the home and in social intercourse with his friends. 
His life was a busy and useful one, in many re- 
spects worthy of emulation. Both Mr. and Mrs. 
Blackburn have passed away and their remains 
were interred in Honey Creek Cemetery. 

This worthy couple had twelve children, eight 
sons and four daughters, of whom seven are yet 
living. Anna, widow of Robert Ankerson; 
Matthew of this sketch; James, who is mining at 
Silver City, Nev., but makes his home in Colorado; 
Abram, a successful farmer residing in the fruitful 
Willamette Valley of Oregon, where he has made 
his home since 1862; Ann, wife of John Sallitt, a 
wealthy contractor and builder; Frances, wife of 
David Healy, a farmer; and Elizabeth, wife of 
George Hurlbut, a farmer of the town of Water- 
ford. 

We now take up the personal history of Mat- 
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thew Blackburn who was educated in the schools 
of his nativeland and at the age of twenty-one 
began life for himself with no capital save a strong 
right arm and a determination to make his life a 
success. He may truly be called a self-made 
man. With his family he had come to Racine 
County and for two years worked as a farm hand, 
receiving $100 per year. In company with his 
brother he then purchased a threshing machine of 
J. I. Case, which he ran for four years. We next 
find him en route for California with the hope of 
making a fortune in that land of gold. In April, 
1850, with a horse team, he started with Messrs. 
Heinbaugh, Drover € Fraser and in the follow- 
ing July they arrived at what is now Placerville, 
Cal. For three years Mr. Blackburn remained on 
the Pacific slope and his trip was very successful 
financially. He returned with his exchequer 
greatly replenished. By way of the Nicaraugua 
route and New Yoık he again came to Wisconsin. 
His recollections of California are very pleasant, 
its delightful climate, fertility and his many in- 
teresting experiences there having left to him 
pleasurable reminiscences. 

In July, 1865, Mr. Blackburn married Miss 
Caroline Anderson, a native of Middlesex Co.. 


_ Democrat, whose name heads this sketch. 


welfare and upbuilding of the community and is 
accounted one of the leading agriculturists in 
Rochester Township. His farm is one of the 
best in this locality and its broad acres yield to 
hima golden tribute in return for his care and 
cultivation. 


E 
2. 


ZIMMERMANN. 


JL. ENRY 
e prominent and enterprising young business 
2 men of Burlington, Wis., is the well-known 
©) 


Among the 


the Standard 
He is a 
native of Oconomowoc, Waukesha County, Wis., 
His birth occurred October 27, 1865, and he is the 
fourth in a family of five children, whose parents 
are Henry and Ernestina (Wolfgram) Zimmermann. 


The father was born at Settin, on the Oder River, 


editor and proprietor of 


in Germany, March 31, 1823, and his boyhood 


| prenticeship to a tailor. 


England, fifteen miles from London and their | 


union has been blessed with three sons and three 
daughters, all yet living. Clarence, who was ed- 
ucated in Rochester Seminary; Walter at home; 
Isabel, wife of Arthur Hurlburt, a farmer; Kate 
who for several years successfully 


engaged in 


days were spent upon the farm until he was old 
enough to learn a trade, when he served an ap- 
His wife was born in 
Settin, May 4, 1827, and they emigrated to 
America, reaching New York after a voyage of 
six weeks duration. Coming direct to Wiscon- 
sin, they located near Oconomowoc, but after two 


| years removed to the city where they stili reside, 


teaching and is now further fitting herself for | 


that work in a course of study in the Milwaukee 
Normal, Arthur M. and Carrie at home. The 
Blackburn household is the abode of hospitality 
and over it presides a lady whose admirable 
social qualities and excellent characteristics have 
won her many friends. She is also a member of 
the Episcopal Church and takes considerable in- 
terest in home missionary work. 

Since casting his first Presidential vote for 
Franklin Pierce, Mr. Blackburn has been a Dem- 
ocrat but though frequently solicited to become a 
candidate for public office, has ever declined. A 
public spirited and progressive citizen he manifests 
a commendable interest in all that pertains to the 


highly respected by all who know them. Mr. 
Zimmermann is a stanch supporter of Democratic 
principles, having ever cast his vote with that 
party since becoming an American citizen. The 
four sisters of our subject are Matilda, wife of 
Edward Goetsch, a farmer of Algona, Iowa; 
Ernestina, deceased wife of Adolph Gendrich; 
Martha, wife of J. A. Derse, a boot and shoe 
dealer of Crete, Neb.; and Laura, wife of Charles 
F. Hinz, a miller of Oconomowoc, Wis. The 
parents are both members of the Lutheran Church, 
and are worthy people who have many friends in 
the community where they make their home. 

The boyhood days of our subject were spent in 
his native city. He began his education in the 
German Lutheran parochial schools, and after 
attaining the age of twelve years also attended the 
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English publie schools. Having a natural inclina- 
tion toward journalism, it was the labor toward 
which he turned his attention, and on the 27th of 
June, 1881, he entered the office of the Free Press 
in Oconomowoc; where he remained until Novem- 
ber, 1884. The following year he went to Juneau, 
Wis..where he entered the employ of ex-Senator C. A. 
Pettibone, as foreman of the Telephone, a popular 
journal of that city. He continued to serve in 
that capacity until November, 1886, when com- 
bining a pleasure with a business trip, he travelled 
through Kansas, Nebraska, Indian Territory and 
Colorado, returning to Wisconsin in July, 1887. 
Mr. Zimmermann now went to Milwaukee but 
remained there only a short time, as in September, 
1887, we find him in Waukesha, acting as foreman 
of the Journal at that place, where he remained 
until his removal to Burlington. In January, 
1889, he took sole charge, as editor and proprietor 
of the Standard Democrai, a stanch Democratic 
paper, which was established by Lathrop E. Smith, 
its first editor. It appeared under the name of 
the Burlington Standard as a Republican paper, 
and the first issue was placed on the market 
October 14, 1863. ‘The success of the paper was 
assured when Mr. Zimmermann became its pro- 
prietor, for he is a man of push and energy and 
excellent business ability. Already he has doubled 
the subscription list and has made the paper a 
bright, newsy sheet, filled with news of local and 
national importance. Heis a true and forcible 
writer and the liberal patronage accorded the paper 
is richly merited. He also does all kinds of job 
work, having all the appointments of a first-class 
job office. 

On the 28th of March, 1888, Mr. Zimmermann 
was united in marriage with Hattie A. Warner, 
daughter of William D. and Ermina (Brown) 
Warner. She was born near Winona, Minn., and 
with her parents came to Wisconsin. Her educa- 
tion was acquired in the Public Schools of Juneau, 
and also received some instruction in the art 
of music. Unto this happy union were born a son 
and a daughter—Louis H., and Lorena Hattie. 
The latter died at the age of six months. 

Mr. Zimmermann is a warm advocate of the 
principles of Democracy, and cast his first Presiden- 


tial vote for Grover Cleveland. He has been an 


active and fearless worker for the interests of the 
party measures, has served as delegate to the 
county conventions and was the efticient secretary 
of the Democratic Convention of Racine County. 
In May, 1889, he was elected as Village Clerk of 
Burlington, and so ably did he fill the office that it 
led to his re-election the following year. He was 
the people’s choice as Supervisor of the village in 
May, 1891, and is now holding that office. Of the 
Teutonia Society, he is an honored member, and is 
now President. The mission of this society is to 
provide Burlington with musical and dramatic 
entertainments of a bigh order. The society owns 
the Teutonia Opera House, which is well equipped 
with scenic effects, and might be a credit to a city 
of five times the population of Burlington. The 
building is 46x100 feet, is seated with opera 
chairs and supports a full orchestra. The mission 
of the society is certainly a commendable one as it 
furnishes the people with refined and classic enter- 
tainments. In his religious views, Mr. Zimmer- 
mann is a Lutheran, belonging to St. John’s 
Church, and his wife is a member of the Plymouth 
Congregational Church. In social circles they 
rank high, and none are more widely or favorably 
known than the genial editor of the Standard 
Democrat. 


— K = — nn 
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AMUEL SKEWES, the proprietor of Gro- 

vene, a fine farm of three hundred acres, 
) situated on section 14, Yorkville Town- 

ship, is classed among the prominent eiti- 
zens of this community. His home is a neat and 
commodious residence in the rear of which are the 
farm buiidings. Many improvements, both use- 
ful and ornamental are found upon the place and 
among the good farms of Racine County is num- 
bered Grovene. 

Mr. Skewes was born within four miles of Lizard 
Point, in Cornwall, England, July 10, 1811. His 
father, Henry Skewes, was an English yeoman, 
whose philanthropic nature and true nobility of 
character won him the esteem and confidence of a 
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large circle of friends. He was a devoted member 
of the Church of England and lived a peaceful 
and happy life. In his business relations he was 
fairly successful. He married Jane Retallac, who 


| 
| 
| 


was born about 1769, and they became the parents | 


of eleven children, though only one is now living. 
Eleanor, who was the wife of William Love, a 
resident farmer of Victoria, 
ber 24, 1891. Our subject was the tenth in order 
of birth. The father, who was born in 1753, died 
in 1831, and the mother departed this life in 1853. 
They never left England. 

In the usual manner in which farmer lads spent 
their time Samuel Skewes spent the days of his 
boyhood and youth, und the occupation to which 
his life work. His 
school privileges were not of the best, but desiring 


Australia, died Octo- 


he was reared he has made 
to obtaina practical education he made the best of 
his opportunities, which have been greatly supple- 
mented by reading and study later years. 
When about thirty years of age he chose as a com- 
panion and helpmate on life’s journey Miss Cath- 


erine Lugg, a native of Cornwall, England, their | 


union being celebrated March 21, 1841. Four 
children were born of their marriage, the eldest of 
whom, Samuel, was born February 9, 1842, in 
England. His education was acquired in the com- 
mon schools and High School of Racine and his oc- 
cupation is that of farming. He 
operates eighty acres of land, well-improved with 
buildings, and is regarded as one of the good 
farmers of the community. He married Miss 
Elizabeth Phillips, a native of this State, and they 
had six children, four of whom are yet living. 
The parents are both consistent members of the 
Methodist Church, and in politics he is a Prohibi- 
tionist. George, who was educated in the Racine 
High School, is now an accountant in the Manu- 
facturers National Bank of that city, where he 
makes his home. He had previously followed the 
profession of teaching, and held the position of 
County Superintendent of schools. The Repub- 
lican party finds in him a supporter, and he is also 
a firm believer in prohibition principles. 
riage with Miss Ruth Hoyt, a native of Wisconsin, 
has been blessed with two children, a son and 
daughter, Jessie C. and Howard H., both hold 


now owns and 


His mar- | 
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membership in the Methodist Church of Racine. 
Sarah, who was the third in order of birth, died at 
the age of twelve years. The youngest of the fam- 
ily, Margaret Ann, is living in Yorkville Town- 
ship. 

In 1842, accompanied by his wife and eldest 
child, Mr. Skewes sailed from the port of Fal- 
mouth, England on the bark, “Cornwall’’ for Que- 
bec. The vessel was delayed by calms and it was 
seven weeks before they arrived ut their destina- 
tion. From Quebec they made their way to Mon- 
treal and on to Lewiston, N. Y., by way of the 
Uttawa River and Rido Canal, from whence they 
proceeded to Buffalo, where they boarded the 
steamer, “Wisconsin,” which bore them on their 
They found that city to be an in- 
significant hamlet with no piers and the freight 
and passengers were landed ona scow that was 
pulled to shore by means of a rope. The improve- 
ments at Milwaukee were a little better. The river 
was crossed by a ferry-boat drawn by a rope. In 
company with his brother-in-law, Mr. Skewes pur- 
chased three forty-acre tracts of land, and then en- 
tered land from the Government adjoining that 
farm. Indians still passed through the neighbor- 
hood and wild animals were quite plenty. At one 
time he saw thirteen deer in a grove. These and 
wild fowls furnished many a meal for the early 
settlers. Mr. Skewes spoke of the danger from 
prairie fires which oftentimes threatened their homes 
so that they were compelled to plow all around their 
premises to protect their buildings. Out of the 
land which he secured only six acres had been 
broken, and it was no easy task to develop the 
raw land but he labored untiringly until he had 
developed a good farm. 

Everything was moving along nicely and the 
promises of better times were bright when in Au- 
gust, 1854, the wife and mother was called to her 
final rest. About three years later, in March, 1857, 
Mr. Skewes wedded Miss Ruth Bottomley,a native 
of Yorkshire, England, who came with her parents 
to Milwaukee, in 1842. They have become the 


way to Racine. 


parents of four children, whom we take pleasure 
mentioning—.Edwin B., the eldest, who was 
educated in the common schools, the Racine High 
| School and Beloit College, and graduated from tlie 


in 
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Lawrence University, at Appleton, Wis., with sec- 
ond honors, is now operating the homestead farm 
in Yorkville Township. He is a finished scholar, a 


natural mathematician and his high intelligence | 


and ability rank him among the best citizens of the 
county. He married Miss Alice Collier, a native 
of this State, and unto them has been born a little 
son. He and his wife are members of the Metho- 
dist Church and take an active part in its work 
and in Sunday-school. In politics, he is a Prohi- 
bitionist. Emma, who graduated from the Beloit 
High School, and for four years was a teacher of 
recognized ability in the schools of Milwaukee, 
is now the wife of A. Eugene Hoyt, of Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn., who is connected with the celebrated 
Gates Iron Works. Mr. Hoyt is a member of the 
Baptist Church and his wife belongs to the Metho- 
dist Church. She takes an active part in Sunday- 
school work, and her labors in that direction have 
resulted in great good. She is also a graduate of 
the Chautauqua Course and is a lady of intelli- 
gence and culture. 
household duties for her father and mother. She, 
too, was a student in the Beloit High School and 
a graduate of Chautauqua Literary and Scientific 
Circle. She belongs to the Methodist Church and 
is a teacher in the Sunday-school. Thomas H., the 
youngest of the family, was a student in Beloit 
College, and afterwards taught succeesfully in this 
county for two years. 
study of civil engineering in the State University, 
at Madison, Wis. 
in him a warm advocate, and in politics, he isa 
Prohibitionist. Mr. Skewes has certainly reason 
to be proud of his children, all of whom are useful 
and respected members of society. They have 
made the most of their opportunities and are ris- 
ing step by step to responsible positions. 

On coming to America, Mr. Skewes first afhli- 
ated with the Free-soil party and cast his first vote 
for John P. Hale; he joined the Republican party 


Eleanor Jessup attends to the | 
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| half-century. 


as Clerk of the School Board, and for five years 
has been one of the Supervisors of his ‘Township, 
being two years Chairman, but has never sought 
public office, preferring to devote his time and at- 
tention to his business interests. His sympathy 


| and support, are given to all interests calculated 


to be of public benefit, and charitable and benevo- 
lent enterprises find in him a friend. Such deeds 
of kindness, however, are performed unostenta- 
tiously. Mr. Skews has lived nearly fifty years at 
his present home, and with his wife are numbered 
among the few settlers who have been here for a 
Mr. Skewes may truly be called a 


| self-made man, for he came to this country with 
| small capital and by his own efforts has worked 


He has now taken up the | 


The cause of temperance finds | 


his way upward. 


AVID J. BREESE, a representative farmer 
) and stock-raiser of Mt. Pleasant Township, 

Racine County, residing on section 7, 

claims Wales was the land of his nativity. 
He was born on the 2nd of March, 1828, and is a 
son of Joseph Breese, also a native of Wales, in 
which country he was reared. After attaining to 
mature years he wedded Elizabeth Jones, daughter 
of John Jones, a farmer of Bringrun, Wales. Both 
the parents of our subject spent their entire lives 
in their native land. 

Our subject was thirteen years of age when he 
bade good-bye to his home and friendsand with 


an uncle, Morris Jones, crossed the briny deep to 


on its organization, voting for John C. Fremont | 


and has supported each successive candidate since. 
Altuough of foreign birth, America has no truer 
citizen than our subject, who is a stanch friend of 
free institutions and a lover of the land which 
gave hima home. He has served for many years 


| and made asettlement in Racine. 


America in 1841. He landed in New York and 
travelled westward by way of the Hudson River 
and the canal to Utica, where he arrived on the 
4th day of July of that year. Going to Lewis 
County, N. Y., he secured a position as a farm 
hand and in that capacity worked for several 
years. In 1849, havingarrived at man’s estate, 
Mr. Breese came to Wisconsin by way of the Lakes 
In the summer 
season he was now employed as a sailor and in the 
winter worked at anything which he could get to 
do. For some fifteen years he was upon the Lakes 
and during that time returned to Wales, spending 


the winter with his family and friends 
had left behind. The following spring he again 


whom he 
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came to Wisconsin and continued life as a sailor | 


until after the war. He met with a great many 
hardships and dangers and on one occasion almost 
met his death. It was late in the fall of 1866, 
when one night he fell from the gallant yard on 
the schooner Knapp into the water some eighty 
feet below. It was during a storm and it was a 
cold, rough night. With some difficulty he was 
rescued by the captain and the crew but was very 
much bruised and injured so that several months 
were passed away ere he had recovered. This 
ended his experience asa seafaring man and he 
now turned his attention to other pursuits. 

On the 22nd of September. 1860, 


Mr. Breese | 


was married in Racine, the lady of his choice being | 


Miss Ann Jones, a native of Wales, and a daughter 
of Evan and Catherine (Owen) Jones. Her father 
emigrated to this country and after here residing 
for several years was joined by his family in 
cine in 1858. He engaged in the butchering busi- 


Ra- | 


ness for a number of yearsand made a trip to Cal- | 


ifornia, during which he there carried on the same 
line of business for some time. Subsequently he 
returned to Racine County where he resided until 
his death. By the union of Mr. and Mrs. Breese 
was born one child, Elsworth J., who died Novem- 
ber 12, 1866, at the age of four years and seven 
months. 

After abandoning the life of a sailor Mr. Breese 
resided in Racine County until 1870, when he re- 
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terprising and progressive agriculturists of the 


| community and in his life work is meeting with 


success as the result of hisindustry and well di- 
rected efforts. His estimable wife is a member of 
the Welsh Calvanist Methodist Church. They 
well deserve a representation in this volume, 
where are recorded sketches of the lives of the 
honored pioneers and prominent citizens of the 
country. 


4 
5 


PEAS 


N = a 
Scams 


OBERT JONES, a prominent farmer of 
Raymond Township, Racine County, re- 
siding on section 23, has spent his entire 
& life in this community. He was born on 
the old Jones homestead in February, 1849, and is 
a son of Solomon and Ellen (Lewellyn) Jones, 
both of whom were natives of Wales. His father 
was reared to manhood upon a farm and became 
an extensive cattle dealer. He married his wife 
in their native land and there two children were 
born unto them. In 1846, they bade good-by to 
their old home and sailed for America, landing in 
Quebec, Canada, from where they made their 
way to Racine County, Wis. Mr. Jones at first 
worked a farm on the shares and when he had ac- 
quired a sufficient sum he purchased one hundred 


T 
N 
\ 


| and sixty acres of land in Raymond Township. 


moved to Colorado and near Denver, twelve miles | 


down the Platte River, engaged in ranching. 
After two years he bought a farm of 340 acres, 
which he operated for a similar period and then 
sold, realizing quite a profit on his investment. 
With the proceeds he then returned to Racine 
County, and in connection with his brother-in-law, 


E. O. Jones, purchased the farm on which he yet g 


resides. 
located within two miles of Racine, 


It is a valuable tract of land, pleasantly | 
has upon it 


several springs of living water and has been im- 


proved by the ereetion of a fine brick residence, 
good barns, ete. In connection with general farm- 


ing he engages quite extensively in raising stock 
of good grades. 


He is regarded as one of the en- 


It was in 1866 that he became owner of the farm 
on which our subject now resides, purchasing the 
same of Washington Weber. He was in quite 
limited circumstances when he came to this country, 
having lost a good property in Wales by endorsing 
a note for another. He now devoted his energies 
to farming and stock raising and in a great measure 
retrieved his lost possessions. He became owner of 
two hundred and fifty-five acres of land which 
he placed under a high state of cultivation, and in 
return for his care and labor well tilled fields yielded 
him a golden tribute. He was a member of the 
Methodist Church and lived a noble, consistent 
life. In politics he’was a supporter of Republican 
principles and held minor offices. After a long 
and useful life he passed away in 1881, at the age 
of seventy-eight years. His wife survived him 
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some time, dyi ing February 7, 1889, at the age of | 
seventy-seven. | 
Of their family Morris L., who was born in 
Wales, is now operating the old homestead; Robert 
died at the age of three years; Jane is.the wife of | 
George S. Haven, who for many years has been a | 
blacksmith in Racine; Katie is the wife of Joshua 
Kellops, of Prospect Hill; Robert is the next 
younger, and Ellen completes tlie family. With 
the exception of the two eldest, all of the children 
were born and reared in Raymond Township. 
Under the parental roof our subject wás reared 
to manhood, his time being spent in the usual 
manner of farmer lads. In the summer months | 
he aided in the farm work and during the winter 
season attended the public schools. He aided his 
father until his death, since which time he has had 
charge of the homestead of one hundred and three | 
acres, Well tilled fields and the neat appearance 
of the place indicate the thrift and enterprise of 
the owner, who, in addition to general farming, 
engages quite extensively in the raising of horses, 
having followed this business for about eighteen 
years. He raises only the best grades and has done 
not a little to advance the grade of horses in this | 
neighborhood. Mr. Jones is also a horse fancier 
and is well known as such in Racine County. He 
has a wide reputation as a horse trainer, being 
drilled in this line by Jennings, the noted English- 
man, and Gleason, also equally famed. Ile has 
spent the greater part of his life training horses, 
having been very successful and has broken many 


for Messrs. Erskine, Case and other lovers of the | 


noble steed. During the years of 1890-91 he has 
kept or boarded line horses. When he commenced 
the business he had Black Hawk and Western 
Chief from Fannie J., old Swigert, four colts all 
alive, Phallas and others. Mr. Jones raised thirteen 
colts from the old mare Fannie J., who is yet liv- 
ing and is the mother of Gov. Rusk, which famous 
horse Mr. Jones raiscd. He raised four colts from 
Daisy Swigert, two from old Alden, one froın Rus- 
sell MeGregor, and during 1891, raised one colt 
from J. I. Case’s Elyton Wilkes and sold the same 
to Mr. Case. These four colts are all yet alive. 
Mr. Jones can say that he has never yet lost an | 
animal which proves that he is a man that under- 
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stands his business. He has now in his possession 
| Daisy Swigert and will keep her till her death. In 
his business affairs he is quite successful, being 


| numbered among the well-to-do citizens of the 


community. 

In public affairs Mr. Jones manifests a commend- 
able interest and is ever ready to aid in the pro- 
motion of those enterprises calculated to upbuild 
and benefit the community. He is a member of 
the Horse Owners Protective Association and is an 
active member and faithful worker in the Baptist 
Church of Thompsonville. He cast his first Presi- 
dential vote for Gen. Grant in 1872,and continued 
to affiliate with the Republican party until 1884, 
when he supported St. John for the Presidency 
and has since been one of the leading Prohibition- 
ists of Southeastern Wisconsin. Mr. Jones has 
always lived in Racine County and by his upright 


| course in life and strict integrity and sterling worth 


has placed himself among the respected and in- 
fluential men of the county. 


—— 2868 nt ne —— 


DANIEL A. MAHONEY, Ex- Postmaster of 
Kenosha, is a representative of one of the 

7 early pioneer families of Kenosha County, 
and well deserves representation in this volume. 
His grandfather, Daniel Mahon“ y, and his family 
emigrated from County Cork, Ireland, in 1833, to 
Quebec, Canada, where but a short stop was made, 
their first settlement being in Rochester, N. Y. 
Two years later they arrived in the village of 
Chicago, which at that time gave no promise of 
ever rising to the dignity of a city. Here the 


| grandfather took a contract on the Illinois Canal. 


In 1839 he removed to what is now Brighton 
Township, Kenosha County, though it was then 
embraced in Racine County, and there he spent 
the remainder of his life, dying in 1865. 

The father of our subject, whose name was also 
Daniel Mahoney, was born in County Cork, Ire- 
land, on the 16th of August, 1816. With his fa- 
ther, he made the several moves before men- 
tioned, arriving in Kenosha County in 1839. 
After coming here he gave his entire attention to 


farming. He was not a man that sought official 
recognition or notoriety in any way. In Brighton 
Township he married Miss Elizabeth Farrell, the 
ceremony being performed January 1, 1848, by 
Father Etchmann. The lady was born near Bur- 
lington, Vt., March 4, 1834, and came to Kenosha 
County about 1847, with her parents, who were 
natives of the Emerald Isle. Having farmed in 
Kenosha County until 1878, Mr. Mahoney re- 
moved to Cherokee County, lowa, where he and 
his wife are still living. Both are faithful mem- 
bers of the Catholic Church and in political sen- 
timent he is a Democaat. 

This worthy couple were the parents of ten 
children, one of whom, Daniel A., has taken a 
prominent part in the affairs of his native county. 
He was born in Salem township, December 27, 
1849. His early educational advantages were 
such as the district schools afforded, and his 
higher education was acquired by two years’ at- 
tendance at the Kenosha High School, and a 
year’s training in a commercial college at Chi- 
cago. When eighteen years of age he began 
teaching in the public schools of Kenosha County, 
and after successfully following that profession 
for ten years was elected in 1877, by the voice of 
the people, to the office of County Superinten- 
dent of Schools, which he held uninterruptedly for 
seven years, a longer period than any one else 
has had the distinction of filling it. During these 
years Mr. Mahoney had been reading law, and in 
1883 was admitted to the bar. The following 
year he was elected District Attorney, which 
position he filled acceptably until 1887, when he 


was appointed by President Cleveland as Post- | 
master of Kenosha, and notwithstanding the | 


change of administration he has been permitted 
to continue in the office for nearly five years. He 
is also Superintendent of the public schools of 
Kenosha, having held that position three years, 
and his ability as an instructor is widely recog- 
nized. In every official capacity he has dis- 
charged his duties impartially, and has thereby 
won a large circle of friends throughout the en- 
tire community. 

Mr. Mahoney was married in Salem, September 
19, 1878, to Miss Claire, danghter of the late Dr. 


29 
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Paddock, one of the early settlers and prominent 


physicians of Kenosha County, where the lady 
They have had three children—Mark, 
who died at the age of three years; Cecelia and 
Parnell. 

Socially Mr. Mahoney is a member of the Odd 
Fellows fraternity, being Past Grand, and of the 
Masonie order, belonging to the Council. His wife 
is a member of the Episcopal Church. In his po- 
litical affiliations Mr. Mahoney has always been a 
Democrat, though not a rank partisan. He is 
strictly a product of Kenosha County and one of 
which the county is not ashamed. 


was born. 


IZ. ANNIBAL LUGG. Among the few sur- 

| á viving English emigrants who were pioneer 
BA settlers of Racine County, is the gentle- 
man whose name heads this sketch. He 

was born in the Parish of Ruanmajor, Cornwall, 
England, on the 11th of October, 1819, and isa 
son of James and Sarah (Lyne) Lugg. His par- 
ents were also natives of Cornwall as were his 
ancestors for many generations remote. However 
a touch of French blood was introduced into the 
family about the beginning of the eighteenth 
century through a thrilling adventure that befell 
a citizen of Cornwall, named Col. Sands. Brief 
mention of the adventure may prove of interest to 
the descendants of our subject. In the year 1704, 
Col. Sands, who lived at the Parish of Kevern, 
Cornwall, England, owned and sailed a small coast- 
ing sloop of about thirty tons burthen. 1t hap- 
pened one market day at Falmouth that the 
Colonel ran up to that town for a cargo of salt, 
but being unable to secure the cargo he came for, 
he kindly undertook to take as passengers to his 
home, a number of his neighbors who were at Fal- 
mouth, attending the market. The weather was 
fair when they set out on their return voyage but 
before they had quite made half the distance a 
terrific northwesterly gale struck them, blowing 
with such force that their only safety lay in run- 
ning before it out to sea. The gale increased in 
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violence during the night and the huge billows | 


threatened to engulf the frail craft but by good 


fortune, and no doubt much baling of water, they | 
The storm continued a great part of 


kept afloat. 
the following day, while they were still being 
driven before it in great danger. The land had 
long since been lost to view. They were without 
provisions or water and were unprovided with 
compass or nautical instrument of any kind. The 
second night, the storm abated and on the follow- 
ing morning, the sun rose clear and bright, whilea 


fair sailing breeze was blowing. During the storm, | 
Mr. Sands’ passengers lay in the bottom of the | 


boat sea-sick, only one proving of any use in assist- 
ing in sailing the boat. Thirst and hunger as- 
sailed them, when fair weather gave them hopes of 
life, making their fear of perishing by want of 
food and water the more terrible. As soon as Mr. 
Sands could get his tattered sails and rigging in 
order he put about, as he supposed, in the direc- 
tion of the coast of Cornwall, but on coming in 
sight of land sooner than he expected, he effected 
a landing and he and his party found themselves on 
the coast of France and in the hands of enemies, 
for England and France were at war as usual in 
that age of the world. While the shipwrecked 
party of Englishmen were soon relieved of their 
hunger and thirst, they were all made prisoners 
and Mr. Sands saw his boat confiscated. They 
eventually, after the use of much red tape, and 
having endured several months’ imprisonment, 
were returned to their friends in Cornwall who 
had long before given them up for lost. During 
Mr. Sands’ residence in France, he had made the 
acquaintance and gained the friendship of a young 
Frenchman named Greenlaw, who subsequently 
made his English friend a visit in his Cornwall 


home and becoming enamored of one of his daugh- | 


ters, made her his wife. He made his home in the 
land of his wife’s people and was blessed with a 
family of children. 
came the wife of the great-grandfather of the sub- 
ject of this sketch. This incident explains how 
the strain of French blood occurs in the Lugg 
family. 

Hannibal Lugg was reared and educated in his 


native Cornwall and learned the trade of a car- | 


A daughter of this family be- | 
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penter and joiner. In the spring of 1842, he emi- 
grated to America, leaving Falmouth on a sailing 
vessel, on the 3d of April, bound for Quebec, 
Canada, where he arrived on the 12th of May, 
after a voyage of thirty-seven days. He spenta 
short time in Canada, and then made his way by 
river, canal and the Great Lakes to Racine, Wis., 
reaching that village on the 6th of August, of the 
same year, 1842. To Yorkville, he went to visit 
some English friends, who had just settled there, 
but found their houses so crowded by a party of 
emigrants but newly arrived, that he returned to 
Racine the same day. He then secured work with 
Alanson Filer,a builder in the early days of Ra- 
cine, when the village contained but three hundred 
people. A month later, Mr. Lugg went to Ray- 
mond, where he worked a short time for William 
Cole, the father of his present wife. He next 
joined his brother-in-law, Samuel Skewes, in York- 
ville, and having obtained a little money, entered 
eighty acres of Government land in the town of 
Yorkville. 

In the winter of 1842-43, memorable for its 
intense cold and deep snow, Mr. Lugg began to 
prepare and improve his farm. That winter, the 
snow fell early in November, to the depth of two 
feet and was increased laterin the season to nearly 
four feet on a level over the prairies and in the 
woods and held on until the warm suns of May 
dissolved it. Such an experience struck terror to 
the hearts of the new settlers, who being unused to 
the climate of Wisconsin believed they „were 
doomed to suffer the rigors of such winters as long 
as they remained in the Territory. Being very 
favorably impressed with the soil and many natu- 
ral advantages of their new home and being of res- 
olute and courageous spirit they heid on and have 
since had reason to believe that they have been so 
fortunate as to secure land in a most favored 
region. 

In the spring of 1844, Mr. Lugg returned to 
Canada, which explains his gomg there on first 
coming to America, instead of direct to Wisconsin. 
He was married in Belleville, Canada, on the 21st 
of May, 1844,to Miss Mary Harry, daughter of 
John Harry, to whom he was engaged in old Eng- 
land before they crossed the ocean. Mrs. Lugg 


was born in Mullion, Cornwall, and came to 
America in 1841. Six children were born of their 
union: James, who married Martha Wait and is a 
carpenter, of Ives Grove; Martha, wife of Adelbert 
Beach, of Ives Grove, died at the age of twenty- 
eight years; John is single and resides in Ives 
Grove; Thomas Hannibal and William Edward 
were twins and died in infancy of scarlet fever; 
Sarah is the wife of William Evans, of Yorkville. 
Mrs. Lugg, who was a faithful and devoted wife 
and mother, died August 16, 1875. Mr. Lugg was 
again married on the 16th of May, 1877. in Racine, 
to Mrs. Virginia A. Barry, widow of Melville 
Barry, and a daughter of William and Sarah (Gor- 
lin) Cole. She was born in the town of Raymond, 
Racine County, where her parents, who were Eng- 
lish emigrants from London, were pioneer settlers 
of 1841, Three children, daughters, grace the 


second marriage—Lydia C., Alexa V. and Martha | 


Louisa, all born in Racine. 

Mr. Lugg continued to reside on his farm, in 
Yorkville, devoting much of his time to work at 
his trade as carpenter and builder until January, 
1874, when he returned to Racine, where he has 
since made his home, his time being devoted to 
carpentering and jobbing. In politics, he is a Re- 
publican and while living in Yorkville, served one 
term as Town Clerk and three terms as Justice of 
the Peace. Under the auspices of the Episcopal 
Church, he was reared but is not now afliliated 
with any religious denomination. His wife and 
daughter belong to the Emanuel Church (Episco- 
pal) of Racine. His parents never left their na- 
tive Cornwall but were buried there. He had three 
sisters, who came to America and are now living 
in this country. 

It is now nearly half a century since Mr. Lugg 

‘first set foot in Racine County, then almost a 
wilderness, 
well settled and highly improved region, contain- 
ing one of the largest and most prosperous cities 
in the State. 
provement and development and enjoys the res- 


Kenosha Counties, Mr. Lugg says: 
“John Fox Well, an English emigrant from Corn- 
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| The 


| 2; John Deditch, Captain of 
He has lived to see it develop into a | 


He has borne his part well in its im- | 
| Jones manufacture. 
pect and esteem of a wide circle of friends. In | 
speaking of the English settlement in Racine and | 


wall, was the pioneer settler of his nationality in 
this region. He settled in what is now the town 
of Yorkville, in 1840, and being enchanted with 
the beauties and natural advantages of Racine 
County, he wrote back a most glowing account of * 
the country to his friends. The following year 
two families of his friends joined him and they 


| also wrote to their friends in the same strain, so in 


the spring of 1842, a large party left Cornwall for 
Racine County and settled in Southern Wisconsin. 
first comers had written their friends of the 
climate as they found it, so mild in winter that 
they could work with comfort in their shirt sleeves 
a great part of the time. Imagine their surprise 
and horror, when the winter of 1842-43,ever mem- 
orable as the “hard winter”? found them with 
cabins and houses too open to exclude the cold 
winds and snow. Much suffering resulted and 
some were nearly discouraged. Mr. Lugg stated 
that it was so cold at times that the coffee cups 
froze to the saucers while in use at breakfast, and 
a deal table being washed with hot water became 
cased with ice in the operation. These undoubt- 
edly are the cold facts, although in the life of the 
comforts of modern homes, it may require a little 
stretch of the imagination to accept them. 
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Z>HE RACINE FIRE DEPARTMENT, of 
SN, Which the citizens of Racine are justly 
— proud, has for its officers, Daniel S. Abesser, 
Chief; James Cape, Assistant; Edward Flinn, 
Captain of chemical engine, No. 1; William 
Hartnell, Captain of hose company, No. 1; Will- 
iam Butterfield, Captain of hose company, No. 
hose company, 
No. 3; Joseph Bohn. Captain of hose com- 
pany, No. 4; and Charles Cape, Captain of hook 
and ladder company No. 1. The department 
has three steamers, one Tilsby and one Clapp & 
They are first-class engines, 
weight, seven thousand seven hundred pounds, 
and have a capacity of five hundred gallons 
per minute. The chemical engine is called the 
Champion Single Tank, with a capacity of one 
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hundred gallons, and was built by the Fire Extin- | cabin he went before the mast and was promoted to 


guisher Company of Chicago, and was also the hook 
and, ladder truck. They have eight thousand 
feet of two and a half inch hose. The force 
comprises twenty-nine men, divided 
companies, and they have five stations. The 
Gamewell Fire Alarm Electrie Telegraphy system 
has been in use by the city since 1877. They 
have three hundred thirty-three hydrants and 
thirty-three miles of pipe, and use direct pressure 
of one hundred and twenty pounds to the square 
inch. The first regular paid men were put on in 
1877. P. A. Hertzog was the first engineer of a 
steamer in Racine, P. J. Tracy, Emil Guenther, 
Julius Foster (now engineer at pumping station) 
William Dross, Charles Wensel, Daniel King and 
Robert Barlow were the next in succession. The 
Department is very 
favorably 
in the West. 
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ANIEL S. ABESSER, Chief of the Racine 
Fire Department, claims Germany as the 
Us land of his birth, and is the son of Michael 
and Margaret (Harding) Abesser, also natives of 
that country. He was born on the 16th of No- 
vember, 1839, in Saxony, and in 1844, when five 
years of age, emigrated with his parents to Amer- 
ica, coming directly to Milwaukee, Wis. Very 
soon after their arrival in that city, they removed 
toa farm in the town of Caledonia, Racine County, 
where they remained until 1846, which year wit- 
nessed their arrival and location in the city of Ra- 
cine. Mr. Abesser was killed in a railroad acci- 
dent at the age of fifty-nine years. His wife sur- 
vived him many years, dying in February, 1891, 
at the age of eighty-five. 

Daniel S. Abesser, whose name heads this sketch, 
attended the Racine schools in early boyhood and 
when a lad of thirteen years shipped as cabin boy 
on the Lakes. He continued sailing in the sum- 
mer months and attended school in the winter sea- 
son, also learned the carpenter’s trade, at which he 
worked when not upon the water. From the 


into six | 


| erine (Sullivan) Clancy. 


efficient and compares very | 
with that of any city of the same size | 


| Camp of Modern Woodmen. 
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be second mate, was finally made captain and was 
part owner of and master of the schooner, “Gen- 
eral Sigel,’’ continuing on the Lakes until 1875. 

Mr. Abesser was married in this city on the 16th 
of November, 1862, the lady of his choice being 
Miss Julia A. Clancy, daughter of John and Cath- 
She is a native of the 
Emerald Isle, and came to America when eight 
years of age. They have one son, William M., 
who was born May 13, 1864. 

Mr. Abesser became connected with the Racine 
Fire Department when a child of ten and was a 
member of the old volunteer force. In 1873, he 
was made chief, and after three years was suc- 
ceeded by Benjamin Sebastian, who filled the po- 
sition for two years. At the expiration of that 
time our subject was re-appointed and served two 
years, when James McElrath was made his sue- 
and was the chief for seventeen months. 
Mr. Abesser was then again appointed and has held 
the position continuously since, covering in all a 
term of eleven years. He has proved a very 
capable and faithful officer of the fire department, 
and is one of the oldest in years of service con- 
nected with it. In politics, Mr. Abesser is inde- 
pendent, yet keeps himself well informed on the 
issues of the day. Socially, he is a member of Bell 
City Lodge, No. 92, A. F. & A. M.; of the Royal 
Arcanum, Council No. 220; and of the Racine 
He is widely and 
favorably known throughout Racine and is ranked 
among the valued citizens of the place. 


cessor 


'OHN P. RUNKEL, who is one of the most 
enterprising farmers of Wheatland Town- 

ship, Kenosha County, resides on section 2. 

He was born near Bingen on the Rhine, in 
Germany, October 7, 1827, and is a son of An- 
thony and Susan (Karcher) Runkel, both of whom 
were born in the same locality. In 1841, they 
crossed the Atlantic to America and after a voy- 
age of fi rty-five days reached New York in Aug- 
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ust of that year. Thence they went to Buffalo 
and then to Milwaukee, and with ox-teams con- 
tinued the journey to Burlington, where Mer. 
Runkel purchased two hundred and twenty acres 
of land in its primitive condition and began the 
development of a farm. He built a temporary 
house, which was replaced the following spring by 
a more substantial residence. Upon his farm on 
section 29, Burlington Township, they reared a 
family of five children: Quirin died in 1875; Bar- 
bara is the wife of F. Newbury,a farmer of Wheat- 
land Township; Margaret was the wife of John 
Kull, of Walworth County, died November 28, 
1891; John P. is the next youngest; and Agnes is 
the wife of Julius Reed, an agriculturist of Bu- 
chanan County, Iowa. Throughout life Anthony 
Runkle followed farming and met with a fair de- 
gree of success in his labors. He was a stanch 
Democrat in politics and in religious belief was a 
Lutheran; he also served as a soldier under Bona- 
parte eight years. He died March 15, 1855, and his 
wife departed this life on January 25, 1870, 
were highly respected citizens and had 
friends throughout this community. 

Our subject was a lad of thirteen vears when 
with his parents he came to America and on the 
old home he remained until his marriage, which 
was celebrated on June 11, 1855, Miss Mary Riet- 
brock becoming his wife. The lady was born in 
Germany, September 11, 1834, and is a daughter of 
Adolph and Christina (Koch) Rietbrock. Her fa- 
ther was one of the most prominent citizens of 
this county. He was born in Langerich, West- 
phalia, Germany, February 17, 1804, and in 1827 
wedded Christina Koch, who dicd in 1883, and 
was laid to rest in Burlington Cemetery. In 1834, 
Mr. Rietbrock came to the United States and for 
two years traveled extensively over this country, 
going as far west as Missouri and as far south as 
Georgia. He then returned to the Fatherland, and 
in 1837, with his family, consisting of wife and 
four children, crossed the Atlantic to New York, 
where he spent a short time and then emigrated 
Westward to Green Bay, Wis. As he did not like 
that locality he started for Chicago. When the 
vessel reached Kenosha he stepped ashore and 
asked about farming lands, and was informed bya 


They 
many 


young man that the country twenty-five miles 
west of Southport was excellent. On leaving for 
Chicago he promised to return and investigate 
and the distance to Southport, some sixty miles, 
he accomplished on foot. In Kenosha County he 
purchased over five hundred acres. Although a 
jeweler by trade he embarked in farming and 
stock-raising and met with most excellent success. 
After a short time he again went to the Fatherland 
and about fifty families from Westphalia returned 
with him to Kenosha County. He did much to 
assist emigrants and in this way was largely in- 
strumental in upbuilding the county, and was the 
founder of the large German settlement in this lo- 
cality. Fora quarter of a century he engaged in 
agricultural pursuitsin Wheatland Township, when 
in 1862 he retired from active labor and spent his 
remaining days in Milwaukee, Burlington and Los 
Angeles. One by one the early pioneers are pass- 

Mr. Rietbrock was also called to his 
final rest and many were the friends who mourned, 
his loss. His life was indeed a busy and useful 
one and his name is inseparably connected with 
the history of Kenosha County. 

Mr. Rietbrock left at his death four daughters: 
Eliza, wife of John Kercher; Mary, wife of our 
subject; Ann, wife of Andrew Kull, Jr.; and Mrs. 
Emma Peters, a widow. 


ing away. 


There is also one son, 
Frederick, a prominent member of the bar of Mil- 
waukee. The honored pioneer of whom we have 
been writing aiso left seventeen grandchildren and 
five great-grandchildren tocherish his memory. 

After the marriage of our subject and his esti- 
mable wife Mr. Runkel purchased the old Rietbrock 
homestead of three hundred and seventy-three 
acres and upon that farm they have since resided. 
The place isunder a high state of cultivation and 
its neat appearance gives evidence of the industry 
and enterprise of the owner. The home has been 
blessed by the presence of six children but only 
three are now living: Frederick died April 5, 1887; 
Christine, died August 22. 1862; Adolph died 
August 20,1873. Amelia is the wife of George 
W. Smith, a real-estate dealer and banker of North 
Loup, Neb.; and Emma and Henry are yet with 
their parents. 


“Mr. Runkle exercises his right of franchise in 
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support of the — party and has held the | 
office of Township Clerk for many years. He 
filled that position from 1869 until 1875, and after 


an interval was again elected in 1891. Although 


he was in limited circumstances when he started | 


out in life for himself by the exercise of correct 


business principles, good management and fair | 


dealing he has won a handsome competence and is 
numbered among the wealthy citizens of this 
community. His life has indeed been well and 
worthily spent and in many respects is worthy of 
emulation. 


reee —— M 
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WOSEPH THOMAS, who resides on section 4, 
Paris Township, is a representative of one 

of the pioneer families of Kenosha County. 

@ He was born in the county,February 24, 1856, 


=> 


his parents being Peter and Mary (Sheuer) Thomas. | 


His father, a native of Germany, followed farming 
throughout his entire life. He crossed the Atlan- 


tle to America about 1844, and took up a claim of | 


one hundred and sixty acres in Kenosha County. 
All around his home the land was wild and unim- 


proved and the work of civilization and progress | 


seemed scarcely begun in the county at that time. 
He bore his share in its upbuilding and develop- 
ment and was ever regarded as one of the promi- 
nent citizens of the community. 


ciples and both heand his wife were devoted 
Catholics, Mr. Thomas being one of the founders 
of the church in Paris Township. He died in 
1875, and was laid to rest in the cemetery of Ra- 
cine, Wis., where by his side now sleeps the mother 
of our subject, who passed away 
1886. 

Their family numbered four sons and four 
daughters, the eldest of whom, Mary, is now the 
wife of Mathias Ross, a manufacturer of Chicago; 
Kate is the wife of Michael Hensgen, a farmer of 
Paris Township, whose sketch appears elsewhere 
in this work; Peter is married and engages in 
hotel-keeping in Franksville, Wis.; Nicholas is 
married and follows farming in Somers Township, | 


In politics he | 
was an inflexible adherent of Democratic prin- | 


in December, | 
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Konoha c ito ponm is the next younger; 
George is married and follows farming in Wash- 
ington; Louiša is the wife of John Terry, an agri- 
culturist of Paris Township and Josephine is the 
wife of George Miller, a boot and shoe manufac- 
turer of Racine. 
In the usual manner of farmer lads Joseph 
Thomas spent the days of his boyhood and youth 
and his cducation was acquired in the public 
schools. When he started out in life for himself 
| he began working by the month and later pur- 
| chased a farm with the money which he had 
| acquired through his own industry and economy. 
| Steadily has he worked his way upward, overcom- 

ing the obstacles which encumbered his path and has 

now gained a position among the substantial citi- 
| zens of tbe community. A farm of one hundred 

and seventy-nine and one-half acres pays a golden 
| tribute to his careand cultivation, and the neat ap- 
| pearance of the place and the many substantial 
improvements there to be seen indicate his thrift 


‚| and enterprise. 


On the 13th of November, 1879, Mr. Thomas 
led to the marriage altar Miss Emma Myers, a na- 
tive of Kenosha County, and by this happy union 
| have been born four children, ason and three 
daughters: Ada, Frances, Josephine and Harry, the 
oldest two of whom are attending school. Mrs. 
Thomas also received good educational advantages 
and is a cultured lady. Her father, Franeis G. 
Myers, is a native of Germany, and has followed 
farming and mining. He has been a great traveler 
and has five times visited California. He was one 
| of those who in 1849, on the discovery of gold, 

crossed the plains to the Pacific slope with an ox- 
| team. His extensive travel and the experience 
acquired thereby has made him a well-informed 
man and an entertaining conversationalist. He 
| and his wife were the earliest German settlers of 

Kenosha County. They were in very straightened 
| circumstances when they located here but by their 

united efforts gained for themselves a comfortable 

home. Mrs. Myers was in her maidenhood Miss 

Emma Gill, and she too is a native of Germany. 

Both parents are still living, the father being now 


sixty years of age, while the mother has attained 


the age of fifty-seven years. Of the four brothers 


and one sister of Mrs. Thömss, all are nvies in 
California, with the exception of one brother. 
Jacob wedded Mary Pratt and is a farmer of Grand 
Island, Cal.; Emma, wife of our subject, is the 
second of the family; Kate is the wife of John 
Schleich, a resident farmer of California; Frank 
married Anna Middlecamp and is also engaged in 
agricultural pursuits in that State; Charlie married 
Anna Litzenburg and follows farming; Andy, the 
youngest, resides in the city of Kenosha. Both 
Mr. and Mrs, Myers are members of the Catholie 
Church and in politics he is a supporter of Repub- 
lican principles. 

Mr. Thomas exercises his right of franchise in 
support of the Democratic party, with which he 
has affiliated since he cast his first vote for Gen. 
Hancock. Several public positions of honor and 
trust have been conferred upon him, he having 
served as Town Treasurer for two years and was 
also.a member of the Town Board of Supervisors 
for two years. He and his wife are members of 
the Catholic Church of Paris Township, and Mr. 
Thomas holds membership with Grove Camp, No. 
370, M. W. A., of Union Grove. He is a friend to 
all moral, educational and social interests and the 
county finds in him a good citizen who is true to 
every duty and aids in the advancement of those 
interests calculated to prove of benefit to the com- 
munity. His entire life has here been passed and 
he has therefore witnessed much of the growth and 
development of the county and is a worthy repre- 
sentative of one of the pioneer families. 


GA — 


ing, stock raising and dairying on section 

32, Bristol Township, Kenosha County, 
where he owns three hundred and twenty acres of 
valuable land under a high state of cultivation 
and well improved. Upon it is a commodious 
and substantial residence, large barns and all the 
other accessories of a model farm. The fields are 
well tilled and the neat appearance indicates the 
thrift and enterprise of the owner. The stock 
which he raises is of good grade and he keeps on 


Oe n B. GAINES is engaged in farm- 
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hand a aber of fine milch cows * dairy pur- 
poses. Among the representative, substantial and 
progressive farmers of Konesha County is our 
subject numbered. 

Mr. Gaines was born in Berkshire County, Mass., 
June 5, 1847, and comes of an old family of 
English lineage, which was established in New 
England at an early day. His father, Harvey 
Gaines, was born in Springfield, Mass., January 3 
1809, and in Columbia County, N. Y., married 
Adeline Lawrence, a native of that county and a 
daughter of Christian Lawrence. By trade Mr. 
Gaines was a blacksmith, which he followed for a 
number of years before and after his marriage. 
He had served a five years’ apprenticeship, and 
was a most expert workman. With the hope of 
bettering his financial condition he removed west- 
ward in the spring of 1850, arriving in Kenosha 
on the 22d of May. The town was then called 
Southport, and the county was but sparsely settled. 
Many hardsbips and privations incident to pioneer 
life fell to their lot, but after a few years, finan- 
cial resources were increased and comforts were 
added to their home of which they had before 
been deprived. To his first purchase of forty 
acres in the town of Bristol, Mr: Gaines added an 
eighty-acre tract adjoining, and improving it 
made a good farm. He also built a comfortable 
house and good shop. He was a man of unblem- 
ished character, a valued citizen and helped to 
make Kenosha County what it is to-day. He died 
November 14, 1888, in his eightieth year, and 
Mrs. Gaines departed this life on the 4th of 
November, 1889. 

Our subject is their only son, and the youngest 
of three children. Maria, the eldest, became the 
wife of Silas D. Smith, and died in Waterville, 
Kan., August 9, 1883. Harriet wedded Rev. Will- 
iam T. Williams, a Methodist minister, and died 
in Michigan. 

We now take up the personal history of our 
subject, who was still in his infancy when the 
family came to Wisconsin. Hence almost his en- 
tire life has been passed in this locality. The 
common schools and the Waukegan High School 
afforded him his educational advantages, while his 
lessons of labor were reaped from the home farm. 
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He ia with his father until his death, and 


helped to carry on the old homestead, which he 


still owns, although it is now rented. He removed 
to his present farm about 1888. His time has been 


well taken up by his business interests yet he has | 


found time to devote to public affairs. He has 
always given his hearty support to the public 
schools, and for a number of years has served as 
an efficient member of the School Board, having 
been District Treasurer since 1872. He votes 
with the Prohibition party of late years, having 
formerly been a Republican, but his views on the 
temperance question led him to espouse the cause 
of the former. Ile was for two years Town Super- 
visor. Every public duty that he has been called 
upon to fill has been faithfully and promptly dis- 
charged, and such a course has characterized his 
entire life. 

In the town of Bristol, October 26, 1869, Mr. 
Gaines and Miss Emma Haycock were united in the 
holy bonds of matrimony. She was a native of 
Lake County, III., and died in 1873. 
which is yet his home, on the Ist of October, 1874, 
Mr. Gaines wedded Miss Mary Raynor, who was 
born in Washington County, Wis., and is a 
daughter of David B. Raynor, one of the early 
settlers of the State. 
with five children, and the family circle yet re- 
mains unbroken. 
follows: Emma A., Harvey B., Arthur D., Nettie 
M., and Charles Willard. 
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ON. JAMES COOPER McKESSON, one of 
the honored pioneers and oldest citizens of 
Randal Township, Kenosha County, has 
been a man of prominence in this com- 

munity since 1843. He now resides on section 20, 
where he has a beautiful farm. He was born in 
Lycoming County, Pa., December 28, 1813, and 
is of Scotch and English descent. His father, 


In the house | 
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who was born in Locator ponce pesan 1, 
1777, and came of an old Friend family. From 


| Chester County they removed to Milton, Pa., 


where Mr. McKesson was employed as a surveyor 
and boat builder. Later they became residents of 
Lycoming County, where he carried on a distillery 
and also operated a farm. In 1811, he was 
elected County Sheriff, which position he filled for 
three years. The year 1824 witnessed his emigra- 
tion to Huron County, Ohio, where he engaged in 
farming and also worked at his trade. His death 
there occurred in 1839, and his wife passed away 
in September, 1834. They had a family of 
thirteen children, but only two are now living— 
our subject and his sister Sarah, who is now the 
wife of Dr. James Hunter, a prominent dentist of 
Richmond, Mich. 

James McKesson remained with his parents 
until seventeen years of age, when he served a 
three years apprenticeship to John Bull, a carpen- 
ter of Sandusky, Ohio, and after having learned 
that trade he followed it for several years. For 


| one year he was engaged in building locks and 


bridges on the old canal, but his health failed him 
and he had to abandon that occupation. He now 


| sought a home in the west, locating in Utica, 


Their union has been blessed | 


Mich., where he opened a grocery store, which he 


| carried on for two years. At the expiration of 


In order of birth they are as | 


that period he came to Wisconsin, making the 
journey with horse team from Detroit. He had 
only $26 in his pocket at the time of his arrival 
and thus he practically began life in Wisconsin 
empty handed. Purchasing one hundred and 
twenty acres of land in its primitive condition, he 
with characteristic energy began the develope- 


ment of a farm, and has succeeded in making it 


Arthur McKesson, was born in Lancaster County, | 
| we append below; Andrew J. who enlisted for the 
| late war and laid down his life for his country at 


Pa., January 1, 1773, and in Chester County, on 
the 8th of March, 1797, married Hannah Cooper, 


one of the most productive and attractive places 
in the neighborhood. 
On the 4th of March, 1847, Mr, McKesson was 


| joined in wedlock with Miss Mary Trip, who was 


born in Waterloo, N. Y., May 2, 1819. Her 
parents, Zina and Ruth (Bowdish) Trip, were 
farming people and the family is of English 
extraction. Five children have been born unto 
Mr. and Mrs. McKesson— William A. whose sketch 


r 


PORTRAIT anp BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM. 633 


the battle of Fan villa; re wko home is in 
Randal Township; George, a dealer in horses in 
Burlington, and James S. a livery man of Chicago. 

Mr. McKesson has led a busy and useful life yet 
has found time to devote to public interests, and 


has aided largely in the advancement or those | 
enterprises calculated to prove of benefit to the | 
He has frequently been called upon | 


community. 
to serve in public positions of honor and trust. 
In 1846 he was clected Treasurer of his township, 
and for eight years he held the office of Justice of 
the Peace. In 1852 he wasa member of the State 
Legislature and ten years later was again elected 
to the General Assembly, becoming a well known 
and honored member of that body. 
Chairman of the town Board of Supervisors for 
many years and the same fidelity and faithfulness 
which characterized his other official acts was 
shown in the discharge of his duties in that 
period. He was a strong opponent of slavery and 
is likewise opposed to high tariff, being an advo- 
cate of the Democratic party. Socially he is a 
member of the Masonic fraternity. Mr. McKes- 


He was also | 


son is a man of more than ordinary ability, and in | 


the community where he has so long resided, is 
recognized as one of the most prominent and in- 
fluential citizens. Mr. McKesson has brought into 
this state some of the best bred horses in the West, 
purchased in Kentucky. He certainly deserves 
representation in this volume and it is with pleas- 
ure that we record his sketch. 


S oso Se——- 


OL. MICHAEL FRANK, the father of the 
G free school system in Wisconsin, is an hon- 
ored pioneer of Kenosha. One might eu- 
logize his public services with eminent propriety, 
but it is not necessary as they are already too well 
known. The following brief sketch was gleaned 
in part from the life of Col. M. Frank already 
published. 

Col.Frank was born December12,1804,in the town 
of Virgil, Cortland County, N. Y. His father, John 
M. Frank, who was an educated German, emigrat- 
ed from the principality of Brunswick, Germany, to 


the United States i in the easly piet of the Revolu- 
tionary War. To engage in trade was his object 
in coming to this country, but the disturbed con- 
dition of affairs caused him to abandon that idea. 
Espousing the American cause he enlisted in the 
army and for over five years, helped by force of 
arms to maintain the Declaration of Independence. 
In recognition of his services, he in common with 
others, received a patent for six hundred and forty 
acres of land, which proved to be located in central 
New Y ork,then an unbroken wilderness. Until 1796 
he resided in the Mohawk Valley, where he married. 
At that date he removed to his land, a half of 
which he gave to pay for moving his family and 
for a year's provisions. For two years the life of 
John M. Frank and wife was almost solitary, for 
they had no neighbors nearer than eight miles, but 
the toils incident to opening a farm in the woods, 
and the raising of a family kept their hands, 
hearts and minds well employed. They lived to 
enjoy a comfortable home and a richly merited 
rest from hard labor. 

Col. Frank is the youngest of four sons, and 
the only one surviving. Though raised on a farm 
destiny had not cut him out for a farmer. With 
a natural fondness for books and reading, he made 
use of such material as those days furnished to 
boys and girls. Through the newspapers—then a 
rare luxury—he kept well informed on the current 
events, being ever ready to discuss the political 
issues then foremost in the public mind. Such 
was his liking for the newspaper, that in boyhood 
he and two others went into an arrangement to 
issue a weekly manuscript paper called the Spec- 
tater. It was well named for its object was to 
check profanity, vulgarity, and unmannerly con- 
duct which was common with young men then, 
and more common now. ‘Two copies of the paper 
were deposited at a business house in the village, 
where all might read. The names of the writ- 


| ers were concealed, and the persons criticised were 


not mentioned by name but were so referred to 
that one could readily infer who was meant. 
Some of the offenders laughed, others got angry 
but all behaved better. At select schools, Col. 
Frank acquired a good English education, and 
for some time was engaged in teaching and book- 
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keeping in a mercantile hots. A talented young | | in 1840, and the first er of Kenosha after its 


man, and ever ready to take hold of that calculat- | 


ed to beiter society, Col. Frank was looked upon 
as a lcader. A prime mover in organizing the 
first Sunday school, and the first temperance so- 
ciety in his native town, and an intense hater of 
human slavery, he threw all the force of his young 
manhood in favor of the former two, and in op- 


position to the last, notwithstanding the fact that | 


in those days, to advocate temperance or the ab- 
olition of slavery required courage of the highest 
order, both moral and physical. Early in life Col. 
Frank became identified with the school interests 
of his native town, being elected inspector of com- 
mon schools as soon as he had attained legal age. 
Subsequently he was chosen County Supervisor, 
being the youngest man who had held that posit- 
ion up to that time. 


Before leaving his native State, Col. Frank mar- | 


ried Miss Caroline J. Carpenter, September 19,1837. 


The fiftieth anniversary of this event was duly | 
commemorated by a surprise party given at the 


home of Mrs. Theodore Newell, in Kenosha. 
October 1839, witnessed the arrival of Col. 
and wife at Southport. He had scarcely 
the village two months till he had organized a 
lyceum. He found the question of temperance 


a needed agitation in the territory of Wisconsin 


Walworth County. At this meeting Col. Frank 
was appointed chairman of a committee to prepare 
an address to the people of Wisconsin, 
task was laid upon him. 
his eloquence and his pen in advocating the great 
cause of temperance. 


Col. Frank has had a very extended experience | 
In June, 1840, he be- | 


in the field of journalism. 
came joint editor with C. L. Sholes, of the Southport 


Telegraph, which is, without doubt, the oldest con- 


tinuously weekly published paper in the State, 
though Col. Frank has not been connected with 
the paper all the time. 


ber of official positions both local and state. He has 
the distinction of having been the first President 
of the village of Southport after its incorporation 


| State organization, but knowing that Col. 


| respondent. 
as well as in the East. In 1840 the first territor- | 
ıal temperance convention was held in East Troy, 


and the | 
Ever since he has used | 


incorporation in 1850. During his term of service 
as Mayor, Kenosha was unfortunate in having to 
pass through the trying ordeal of the “Wheat 


| Riot,” and the scourge of cholera, but was for- 


tunate in having a man so cool-headed and of 
such undaunted courage as Col. Frank for chief 
executive. During the years 1843-44-45 and 46 
Col. Frank served as a member of the Territorial 


_ Council, corresponding to our present State Sen- 


ate, and in 1861, was a member of the State As- 
sembly. While in the Council in 1844, Col. 


| Frank made the first official move toward the for- 


mation of State government; the chair of the com- 


| mittee on State government in the House of Rep- 


resentatives, was indifferent on the subject of 
Frank 
was anxious to be heard on that question, gave 
him the opportunity of preparing a report to 
which the chairman signed his own name, thus 
giving it the appearance of a report from the 
House Committee. Though State organization was 


| not an immediate result, this first report advocat- 
Frank 
been in | 


ing statehood, agitated the question and hastened 
the time of its adoption. 

Since his boyhood days Col. Frank has been 
identified with journalism either as editor or cor- 
During his twelve years’ stay in the 
treasury department at Washington, D. C., he, 
from time to time, wrote letters for the Kenosha 
papers, full of interest and instruction. His his- 
tory of the early settlement of Kenosha, which is 
found in the third volume of the State Historical 
Society collections, is the most complete and re- 
hable account covering that ground that has ever 
been written, and will live as long as the common- 
wealth of Wisconsin stands. 

But it isin connection with the free school sys- 
tem that Col. Frank has rendered the State and the 
people the most valuable service. As early as 1840, 


| through the Telegraph, he commenced to agi- 


tate the question of free schools. In 1843 he 


| introduced the first bill in the legislature, hav- 
Col. Frank has been called upon to fill a num- | 


ing in view the establishment of free schools in 
Wisconsin. Considered impracticable by most of 
the members, the bill received no due considera- 
tion. In 1845, he secured the passage of a law 


authorizing the establishment of free schools with- 
in the corporate limits of the village of South- 
port (Kenosha). The law was passed with the 


proviso that it be submitted and accepted by a 


majority of legal voters of the town before taking 


effect. At the first meeting for voting on the ac- 
ceptance of the law the excitement prevented 
voting and the meeting broke up in confusion. 
The injustice of taxing those who had no children 
to educate, to pay for the education of their 
neighbors’ children wasso strongly pressed that 


own children, thought such a law unreasonable. 
At a second meeting the law was accepted. 
were immediately taken to secure vacant rooms in 
which to open school. 


until it was merged into the free school system 
under the State constitution. At the legislative 
session of 1848 three commissioners were elected on 
joint ballot to revise thelaws of Wisconsin and 
adapt them to the State government, Col. Frank 
being one of the number. 
that he was a strong advocate of free schools, he 
was assigned the work of formulating a free school 
code in pursuance of the intent of the new con- 


mitted to the legislature in January, 


notwithstanding some strong opposition it was 


adopted substantially as it came from the commiss- | 
ioners. Hon. W. C. Whitford, formerly State | 
\ ILLIAM ARTHUR McKESSON, is the eld- 
| W est son of Hon. James C. McKesson. He was 
ever established in Wisconsin was organized in | 


Kenosha in 1845. The leader in this movement | 
was Col. Frank, of that city, to whom the state is 


Superintendent of schools, in his history of edu- 
cation in Wisconsin,says: “The first free school 


indebted more than to any other citizen for its 
excellent system of free schools.“ 

In December 1850, Col. Frank was chosen by 
the editorial committee of the Wisconsin State 
Teachers’ Association to edit the Wisconsin Journal 
of Education. 


editor. 
thought a permanent editor would be selected, but 
period on the same conditions. In 


1861, Col. 
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| appointment of the Governor. 
people of Kenosha County two terms as Treasurer, 
| besides being City Superintendent of schools 


Steps 

with that party. 
Thus the first free school | 
established in Wisconsin began, and continued | 


It being well known | 


He consented to serve three months 
on condition that his name should not appear as | 
By the expiration of that time it was | 
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Frank was appointed Postmaster at Kenosha and 
served fiveand a half years. He was chosen by the 


State legislature a member of the Board of Regents 


for the State University, holding four years and 
subsequently held the same position two years by 
He served the 


and holding minor offices. In every place of 


| public trust Col. Frank has discharged his duty 
with a conscientious fidelity that has won him 
even poor men unable to pay for schooling their | 


the highest praise. 

Since the organization of the Republican party 
at Madison in 1850, Col. Frank has been identified 
His church membership is with 
the Congregational Church, but he is a man of t00 
broad gage to be either a sectarian in religion or 


| a partizan in politics. 


At the age of eighty-seven, Col. Frank is well 
preserved, especially in mental faculties. It is 
well worthy of mention that through all those 
years, in regard to the great questions of slavery, 
temperance, education and Christianity, he has 
ever cast his influence on the right side. 

Through the kindness of friends we are per- 


| mitted-to present the readers of this work an ex- 
stitution. The report of the free-school code was sub- | 
1849, and | 


cellent portrait of Col. Frank. 


— Ä — 


born in Utica, Mich., September 6, 1741, 
and has never left the parental roof, but since 
attaining his majority has taken much of the rare 
and management of the farm upon himself. He 
was married in Kenosha, on the 17th of February, 
1884, to Maggie S. Hargis, who was born in Nio- 
brara, Neb., and is a daughter of William H. and 
Rebecca (Serbor) Hargis, who were of German and 
English extraction. Three children bless this 
union—Mary Isabelle, born February 11, 1885; 
Samuel, born December 11, 1886, and Nellie, born 


June 8, 1889. 
as is was not done he consented to serve an equal 


Mr. McKesson is a Democrat in political faith 


‚ and is now holding the office of Surveyor, to 
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which he was elected in 1890. He served as 
Township Clerk from 1865 until 1874, again in 
1881 and 1882 and in 1886 and 1887. It is 
evident from his many re-elections that he has 
proved himself a capable officer and that his 
duties have suffered nothing at his hands. His 
upright life and sterling worth win him the respect 
of all who know him and esteem once gained is 
never forfeited. 


¿TH P. PHELPS resides upon his farm 

on section 20, Mt. Pleasant Township, but 

is now living a retired life. The history of 

Racine County would be incomplete with- 
out his sketch for he is one of its earliest settlers, 
having here located in 1839. With the development 
and upbuilding of the county he has been identi- 
fied, has borne his part in its advancement and 
has ever manifested a commendable interest in its 
progress and prosperity. 

Mr. Phelps was born in Cayuga County, N. Y., 
February 25, 1816, and is a son of Benjamin 
Phelps who was born in Connecticut but was reared 
in the Empire State, the grandfather of our sub- 
ject, Friend Phelps being one of the early settlers 
of Cayuga County. The Phelps are of English 
origin and the family is one of the early New 
England families which was founded in America 
during colonial days. The father of our subject 
was married in New York to Melinda Hoskins, a 
native of Cayuga County, where they lived upon 
a farm for many years. He was a man of super- 
ior intelligence and engaged in teaching for a 
number of years in New York. He reared his 
family in Cayuga County, and there resided until 
his death which occurred. in 1844. Our subject is 
one of four sons and seven daughters, all of whom 
grew to mature years and became heads of famil- 
ies. His three brothers are all now deceased, him. 
self and four sisters being the survivors of the 
family. 

Seth P. Phelps grew to manhood in his native 
county, acquiring his education there and in Os- 
wego County. He remaincd under the parental 
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roof until his marriage which occurred in the fall 
of 1838. The lady who is now Mrs. Phelps bore 
the maiden name of Olivia Patchin. She was 
born in Oswego County, N. Y., and is a daughter 
of Samuel H. Patchin, who was born near Lake 
George, in Washington County, that State. The 
Patchin family is of English descent. Her father 
married Olivia Potter who was also born and reared 
in the vicinity of Lake George. Both the paternal 
and maternal grandfather of Mrs. Phelps were 
soldiers in the War of 1812. and Samuel Patchin 
was captured and sent as a prisoner to Canada. 

The year following his marriage Mr. Phelps 
came West to the Territory of Wisconsin, arriving 
in Racine County on the 5th of November of that 
year. He settled on land in the town of Caledonia, 
his home being a log cabin and the family lived 
in true pioneer style. Many of the hardships and 
trials of frontier life were borne by them during 
the first few years of their settlement. Mr. Phelps 
performed the arduous task of developing the 
wild land into a rich and fertile farm and has 
ever borne his partin the upbuilding of the county. 
To those pioneers who came here in an early day 
and laid the foundation upon which the county 
has been reared, is due a debt of gratitude which 
can never be repaid. Mr. Phelps and his family 
lived with a brother-in-law for six weeks after 
coming here before their own house was ready. 
This brother-in-law, Orsamus Joy, came to Wiscon- 
sin in 1835, and at time when the red men far out- 
numbered the white settlers. His home was a 
small cabin twelve feet square and in addition to 
the family, numbering himself, wife and five chil- 
dren there were almost always some friends stop- 
ping there. Although the quarters were limited 
hospitality abounded and a warm welcome was 
given each guest. Mrs. Joy was the second white 
woman that landed at Kenosha. She is still living 
and resides in Lyons County, Minn., at the age of 
eighty-five years. 

Mr. Phelps cleared and fenced his land, built a 
house upon it and in the course of time developed 
a fine farm. He had purchased eighty acres of 
land at the Government price of $1.25 per acre 
and resided thereon for two years. He made sev- 
eral purchases and sales and prior to 1843 owned 
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five different farms in the Township of Caledonia. 
In November of that year he drove a span of Ind- 
ian ponies back to New York, where he spent the 
winter with his parents. In the spring of 1844, he 
returned in the same way in which he had gone | 
and was accompanied by two families who here 
made settlements. Mr. Phelps took up his resi- 
dence upon a farm in Mt. Pleasant Township, three | 
miles west of Racine, where he made his home 
until 1852, at which time he purchased the farm | 
on which he yet resides. It was still wild and un- 
cultivated, but he soon placed it under the plow 
and making many improvements thereon soon | 
became owner of a valuable place. He now has 
one hundred and five acres of good land, pleasantiy 
situated about eight miles west of Racine, that con- | 
stitutes a desirable farm. Our subject does not | 
now engage inits cultivation, it being operated by 
his son, but lives a retired life, resting after many 
years of labor. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Phelps have been born seven | 
children: Barton H., who enlisted in 1862, for the 
late war as a member of the Twenty-second Wis- | 
cousin Infantry, participated in many of the most 
important engagements of that struggle, was with 
Sherman on his celebrated March to the Sea and 
when the war was over was honorably discharged. | 
He was a man of good education, had successfully | 
taught in Iowa, and in that State had married on 
the 17th of September, 1866. He brought his 
bride to Racine County, and just one month later, 
on the 17th of October, he met his death by acci- | 
dent. Emily S. is the wife of Charles M. Reed, a 
farmer and carpenter of Mt. Pleasant Township, by 
whom she has five children: Viola is the wife of | 
Alonzo DeRemer, a farmer and carpenter of Mt. 
Pleasant Township and they have six children; 
Byron P. is married and resides in Fairbury, Neb., 
where he is engaged in business as a stock-dealer; 
Hortense is the wife of Albert Beveir, of Mitchell 
County, Iowa; Helen is the wife of John B. Smith, 
of Moline, III.; J. Bert married Jennie Horton, an 


Iowa young lady and is now operating the home | 
farm. He is an enterprising and successful young | 
farmer and is widely and favorably known 
throughout the community. 

In his political affiliations Mr. Phelps is a Repub- | 


Y 


Honk and * pesh ned a his fellow t towns- 
men with several local offices, including that of 
Town Treasurer, Highway Commissioner, ete. The 
cause of education has ever found in him a warm 
friend and for many years he served on the School 
Board. Every enterprise calculated to benefit the 
community finds in him a supporter and among 
the worthy and valued citizens of the community 
is numbered Mr. Phelps. His life has been well 


and worthily spent and has been a busy and useful 


one. In connection with general farming he has 
engaged quite extensively in breeding and selling 
blooded horses and is considered an excellent 
judge of fine stock, being often called upon to 
award the premiums upon the horses at the county 
fairs. There are few living in the county who 
have so long resided here as our subject whose 
residence covers a period of more than fifty-one 


| years. Surely he deserves representation in this 
| volume and this sketch of his life will be cherished 


by his children and grandchildren long after he 
shall have passed away. 
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UCIUS W. THAYER, one of the well 
| e known citizens and leading farmers of Paris 


Township, has resided in Kenosha County 


| since 1852, and has made his home on his present 


farm on section 34, since 1866. 
family is of English descent. 


The ‘Thayer 


In 1640, two 


brothers of the name of Thayer crossed the Atlan- 


tic and settled at Braintree, Mass. Lucius Thayer 
is of theseventh generation descended from one 
of the brothers—-Richard, by name. His father, 
William A. Thayer, was born among the Berkshire 
Hills,in Lee County, Mass., August 5, 1792, and 
acquired an academic education. His life was a, 
varied one. He engaged in teaching and regard- 
ed education as the means of civilizing the nations. 
He was also a missionary among the Seneca tribe 
of Indians in New York, In 1818, he married 
Susan Whiting, a native of Conneticut. who was 
born in the same locality as Harriet Beecher Stowe. 
The mother died in the old Bay State, in August, 
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1838. The year PRE the emigration of our 
subject to the West, the father came to Wisconsin. 
He was a strong Abolitionist, ever firm in support 
of what he believed to be right and was a con- 
sistent and faithful member of the Congregational 
Church. He died in 1867, and his remains were 
interred in Erie County, N. Y. 

Our subject was born in New York City, on 
the 20th of December, 1828, and is the eldest of 
seven Children, three sons and four daughters. 
William M., the second child, is married and now 


lives a retired life in Washington, D. C.; Mary J. 


is the widow of Theodore Jones, and resides in 
Riverdale, Christian County, Mo.; Nathinel C., 
whois married, is a successful merchant of Chi- 
cago; Caroline E. who graduated from a medical 
college in New York City, resides in Washington, 
D. C.; Ann Louise died at the age of eighteen 
years and at that time was principal of the Ladies 
Seminary in Washington, Ga., having graduated 
from Leroy Seminary in New York; Susan died in 
infancy. 

The early education of our subject, acquired in 
the common schools, was supplemented by a course 
in an academy. He commenced life at the age of 
eighteen years, although he was away from home 
much of the time from his tenth year. 
not always been smooth sailing for him, in fact 
no other member of the family has had to meet 
the obstacles which Mr. Thayer has encountered, 
but he had a pair of willing hands and an indus- 
trious disposition and has made of life a signal 
success. 

Asahelpmate on life’s journey Mr. Thayer secur- 
ed Miss Sarah G. Elisworth, a native of Windsor, 
Conn., their union being celebrated September 5, 
1848. Unto them have been born two sons and a 
daughter. The eldest, Lucius M., who resides in 
Paris Township, possesses much natural genius as 
a mechanic and isa man of more than ordinary 
ability. He married Miss Martha Loomis, a 
native of Conneticut and they have two sons— 
Ralph and Raymond. Previous to her marriage 
his wife had been a teacher in the schools of Ken- 
osha County. He is a Republican in politics, 
having voted with that party since he cast his 
first ballot for R. B. Hayes, and himself and wife 


| ship, constituting a good farm. 


It has | 
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are members of the puc Church. The 
second child and only daughter of his family, 
Ella L., resides at home, Leverett, E., the young- 
est, died at the age of four years. 

Mr. Thayer can well remember the campaign of 
“Tippecanoe and Tyler too”. On attaining his 
majority he joined the ranks of the Whig party, 
but since the organization of the Republican 
party has upheld its banner. Ile has long been 
connected with the educational interests of this 
community and the cause of the schools have 
found in him a warm friend. Himself and wife 
hold membership with the Congregational Church 
in Paris Township, and he was one of those who 
went into the woods and cut timbers for the 
erection of the house of worship. In the work of 
the Sunday School Mr. Thayer has taken an active 
interest and for twenty-five years served as Sun- 
day school librarian. As before stated he came 
to the county in 1852, and made his first location 
in Bristol Township, where he purchased one hun- 
dred and five acres of land. In 1866 he removed 
to his present farm, which comprises a quarter 
section of land on section 34 Paris Town- 
There may 
be seen all the appointments of a model farm 
with its many improvements, its well filled fields 
and good grades of stock. When we take into 
consideration the fact that Mr, Thayer started out 
in life empty handed we at once recognize him as 
a self-made man and honor and esteem him for 
the success which has crowned his efforts. 


> GE HEE < 


| ar AN R. SNYDER owns and operates a 
Eo fine farm of two hundred and eighty-four 

acres on section 12, Bristol Township and 
in connection with its cultivation engages in the 
dairy business, In Kenosha County he has made 
his home since an early day and is numbered 
among its honored pioneers. He was born in Co- 
lumbia County, N. Y., April 13, 1837, and is a son 
of Capt. Abram Snyder, who was born in that 
county in 1811. The grandfather, Adam D. Snyder, 
was born in the Empire State in 1786, and comes 


of an old family of German origin, his father, 
Deidrich Snyder, having been born in Hesse-Cas- 
sel in 1875. He became one of the early settlers 
of Columbia County, N. Y., where Abram Snyder 
grew to manhood and married Sally Williams, a 
native of that county and a sister of the Hon. Cor- 
nelius Williams, whose sketch appears elsewhere ın 
this work. Her father, John C., Williams, and 
grandfather, Cornelius Williams, were also natives 
of Columbia County, but her great-grandfather, 
Aaron Williams, was born in Wales, and with his 
father, William Williams, came to America in Col- 
onial days. The latter was killed in the French 
and Indian War. 

After his marriage Abram Snyder located on a 
farm in Columbia County, which he operated for 
several years and then engaged in milling for a 
few years. In July, 1868, he emigrated Westward, 
locating in Lake County, III., where his death oc- 
curred in 1882. In New York he served as Cap- 
tain of the State Militia. On the dissolution of the 
Whig party he joined the new Republican party, 
but was never an office seeker. His widow still 
survives him and is living with her daughter in 
Waukegan, a lady well preserved for one of her 
years. Our subject is the second in order of birth 
in their family of two sons and two daughters, all 
of whom are yet living and are heads of families. 
Charity is the wife of Albert Raught, of Volo, 
Lake County, Ill.; Ira is a carpenter, of Fox Lake, 
and Hannah is the widow of Frank Kines and 
makes her home in Waukegan. 

In recording the sketch of F. R. Snyder we pre- 
sent to our readers the life work of one of the 
promenent citizens of the county. At the age of 
thirteen he left the parental roof and went to live 
with his grandfather Williams, with whom he re- 
mained until twenty-two years of age. He then 
came West, a young man, in 1859, and made a lo- 
cation in the town of Bristol, Kenosha County, 
where he worked upon a farm for two years. He 
then went to Chicago where for a similar period he 
held the responsible position with the American 
Express Company, after which he engaged in the 
commission business in that city until 1866, when 
he returned to Kenosha County. 

On the 28th of February of that year Mr. Sny- 
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der was joined in wedlook with Miss Taare Kidia- 
breaker, a native of Cattaraugus County, N. Y.who, 
when a maiden of eleven summers came to Wis- 
consin with her father, Peter Stonebreaker. Unto 
them have been born three children—Addie, Gor- 
don and Edith. The parents began their domestic 


lífe upon a farm which Mr. Snyder had purchased 


the preceding fali and itis still their home. It 
first comprised one hundred and forty acres, but 
by additional purchase it has been extended until 
two hundred and eighty-four acres pay tribute to 
his care and cultivation. About 1881 he embarked 
in the dairy business in a small way but is now 
extensively engaged in operations in that line and 
the products of his dairy find ready sale in the 
market. He is a man of good business ability and 
by his own efforts has made a handsome compe- 
tence. 

Since casting his first Presidential vote for 
Abraham Lincoln, Mr. Snyder has never swerved 
in his allegiance to the Republican party on ques- 
tions of national importance, but at local elections 
votes for the man whom he believes to be best 


| qualified for the office. For four consecutive years 


he has served as a member of the Board of Super- 
visors, proving a competent officer. 


UCIUS OTIS WHITMAN has been a resi- 
le dent of Burlington since 1862, and few 
have longer lived in Racine County than 
he, for the year of his location here is 1836. He 
is therefore numbered among its most honored 
pioneers, having witnessed the growth and devel- 
opment of the county from its early infancy and 
aided in its progress and upbuilding. To her 
early settlers the county owes a debt of gratitude 
which can never be repaid, yet their memory 
should be perpetuated by written record, and to 
this end we record the sketch of Mr. Whitman, one 
of the most widely and favorably known of Bur- 
lington’s citizens. 
Our subject was born in Hiram, Ohio, June 5, 
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1820, and is a son of Martin and Diana (Mosher) 
Whitman, the former born in Westmoreland 


County, N. H., in 1791, and the latter in Tiver- | 


ton, R. I., May 6, 1794. Their marriage was cele- 
brated in 1818, and unto them were born twelve 
children, three sons and nine dauglıters. 
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| fifty deer grazing on the prairie. 


Our sub- | 


ject was the fourth in order of birth, and is the | 


eldest of the three now living. Quincy DeWitt, 
the brother, who was one of the boys in blue and 
served throughout the late war, is now married 
and resides in Creston, Iowa. Merchandising has 


been his business much of the time, and during | 


President Grant's administration, he served as a 
revenue officer. 


Ann, the only surviving daugh- | 


ter, was the youngest of the family, and is now | 
the wife of J. G. Dyer, a successful merchant of | 


Chicago. The father of this family followed the 
occupation of farming and also engaged in mer- 
chandising and milling. He likewise taught school 
in the early days when the teacher boarded round 
among the scholars and also served as janitor of 
school, making and tending the fires. He fought 
in his country’s service during the War of 1812, 
and in 1871 a pension was granted his widow in 
recognition of his services. The death of Mr. 
Whitman occurred in Ottawa, Ills., in April, 1865. 
Mrs. Whitman survived her husband about twenty 
years. She died on the 6th of August, 1885, and 
her remains were interred in Rochester Cemetery. 


removed with his parents to Cass County, Mich., 
where he resided from 1828 until 1836. He then 
accompanied his father to Racine County and they 
selected a location for a home in Rochester Town- 
ship. On the way they passed through Chicago, 


then a small town of twenty-three hundred inhab- | 


itants, and after three days reached Racine, which 
contained not more than twelve buildings. Con- 
tinuing on to what is now Ives Grove, they there 
found a single log shanty. Both Mr. Whitman 
and his father entered a claim of one hundred and 
sixty acres of wild land in Rochester Township 
and the following year returned to Racine County 
to live. Their first home was a log cabin, and 
they began life on the frontier in true pioneer 
style. The traveler of to-day can scarcely imagine 
what was the unsettled condition of the country 


| the Placer gold diggings. 


| steamer reached that city. 


at that time. Indians were still numerous in the 
neighborhood, wild game of all kinds was plenti- 
ful and Mr. Whitman tells of secing as many as 
The nearest 
neighbors were miles apart and one had to go long 
distances to market. Many are the hardships and 
privations endured by the early settlers, expe- 
riences of which the younger generation can con- 
ceive no definite idea, 

When a young man, Mr. Whitman learned the 
trade of a carpenter and joiner, at which he worked 
at intervals for fifty years. He also engaged in 
operating his land until 1846, when he sold and 
devoted his entire energies to his trade. In 1850, 
attracted by the discovery of gold in California, 
he crossed the plains with his brother-in-law, 
Benjamin Morton Soule, going by the way of 
Salt Lake City, where they remained three weeks. 
At length they arrived at Sacramento and entered 
Mr. Whitman remained 
for a year and a half engaged in mining and met 
with a fair degree of success. At length he re- 
turned by way of Graytown, Central America and 
arrived at New York two days before the mail 
Aside from all pecu- 
niary benefit he received, Mr. Whitman will ever 
look back upon his California trip with pleasure, 
for interesting was his experience in the far West 


| and the journey is one never to be forgotten. 
When our subject was a lad of nine summers, he | 


He located in Burlington in 1862, and has since 
been a valued citizen of that place. For some 


years he continued to engage in carpentering, but 


as he is now in tie decline of life, he is living 
retired. 

Mr. Whitman was united in marriage February 
12, 1846, with Miss Charlotte Marie Soule, who 
was born in Berkshire County, Mass., but was 
reared in the Empire State. They have five 
children, a son and four daughters, and the family 
circle yet remains unbroken. Harriet is the wife 
of M. B. Wightman, a mason of Burlington; Ches- 


| ter Morton, who is married and resides in Irving 


Park, one of the suburbs of Chicago, is a printer 
and publisher, now carrying on a good business; 
Ann Eliza is the wife of George O. Rumbold, a 
printer residing in Chicago; Florence Belle is the 
wite of Lawrence M. V. Miller, son of Judge 
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Miller, an eminent jurist. He owns a large orange | upon a farm in New York, where they made their 
grove in Florida, but they make their home in | home until 1840, when they came to Wisconsin, 
Chicago. Minnie Luella, the youngest of the | locating in the town of Mt. Pleasant, Racine 
family, is still with her parents. She was educated | County. The father of our subject then purchased 
in the High School of Burlington and is a young | a claim of prairie land and therefrom developed a 
lady of culture and superior attainments. farm upon which he reared his family. 'There were 

In politics, Mr. Whitman was first an old-line | many privations and hardships to be borne during 
Whig, but joined the Republican party at its | the first few years, but in course of time their la- 
organization, and has since been one of its stanch | bors met with a reward. Mr. Barrows helped to 
supporters. For twelve years he held the office of | subdue the wilderness and to make Racine County 
Justice of the Peace in Rochester Township, and | what it is to-day. He resided upon his first farm 
was town Supervisor for several years. No trust | for about forty years and then removed to what is 
is ever reposed in him but what is faithfully dis- | now the home of our subject, where he lived retired 
charged, and the word of Mr. Whitman is as good | from the active duties and labors of life until 
as his bond. His estimable wife is a member of | called to his final rest, December 29, 1888, at the 
the Congregational Church. This worthy couple, | ripe old age of eighty-two years. He had lost his 
who have so long resided in Racine County, have | first wife soon after locating in Racine County. 
the confidence and regard of all with whom they | His second wife survives him and is living with 
come in contact, and their friends are many. our subject. Mr. Barrows was a member of the 
Free-will Baptist Church and a man whose many 
excellencies of character won him many friends 
and secured him their high regard. His family 
numbered four sons and three daughters, the eldest 
of whom, Alvin, is now a farmer of Union Grove, 
Wis.; Lydia became the wife of H. P. Sleeper and 
died December 13, 1887; Lucretia is the wife of 
Theodore Hubbard, a resident of Spokane County, 
Wash.; Mary V. is the wife of M. Fuller, of Chau- 
tauqua County, N. V.; Rensselaer resides in Ed- 
munds County, S. Dak.; Jacob J., who enlisted in 


farming on section 6, Somers ‘Township, 
Kenosha County. We are pleased to add to 
the list in this old settlers’ record the name of our 
subject, who is one of the leading agriculturists | 
and prominent men of the community. He was 
born in Chautauqua County, N. Y., August 26, | Company K, Eighth Wisconsin Infantry, in 1861, 
1835, and is a son of La Prelate Barrows. His | died in the hospital at Keokuk, Iowa, in 1862. 
father, a native of Massachusetts, was born in 1806, Charles L. Barrows was a lad of only six years 
and when four years of age, accompanied the grand- | when with his father he came to Wisconsin. In 
father of our subject, Capt. David Barrows, whose | the usual manner of farmers’ sons he was reared to 
son he was, to Cattaraugus County, N. Y., which | manhood in the same county and had the advan- 
was then an almost unbroken wilderness. In the | tages of the public schools. With his father he re- 
Empire State he was reared to manhood and after | mained until he had attained his majority and with 
attaining his majority wedded Mary Jackson, a | the duties and labors of farm life became familiar. 
native of that State, and a daughter of Jacob Jack- | On the 22d of April, 1858, in Kenosha County, he 
son,a soldier of the War of 1812. In an early day | was united in marriage with Miss Rhoda Rogers 
Mr. Jackson removed to Wisconsin and his second | Sammis, who was born in the town of Florence, 
wife, a widow lady, now eighty-three years of age, | Onondaga County, N. V., and is a daughter of Jesse 
resides with our subject. She receives a pensionin | and Maria (Hollenbeck) Sammis, both of whom 
recognition of her husband’s services as a soldier | were natives of the Empire State. Her father died 
in his country’s service. in New York in 1845, after which her mother came 
Mr. and Mrs. Barrows began their domestic life | to Wisconsin in 1850. She has been three times 


Gem L. BARROWS engages in general 
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married and is now a widow residing in Santa | 
Anna, Orange County, Cal., at the age of eighty- | 
seven years. Mrs. Barrows was a maiden of only 
ten summers when she came to Wisconsin and in 
Racine and Kenosha Counties her entire life has | 
since been passed. 
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Soon after his marriage Mr. Barrows bought a | 


part of the old homestead in Mt. Pleasant Town- 
ship, Racine County and devoted his energies to 
farming for a number of years. When the country 
was in peril, however, he enlisted in her service on 
the 15th of August, 1862, as a member of Company 
H, Twenty-second Wisconsin Infantry, and wore 
the blue until the close of the war, in June, 1865. He 
was promoted to be Corporal and with his regiment 
participated in eight important battles. At Spring 
Hill he was captured and held in Libby prison for 
fifteen days, when he was paroled and returned to 
Nashville. He then took part in the Atlanta cam- 
paign and participated in the battles of Resaca, Ga., 
New Hope Church, Chattahooche River and Peach 
Tree Creek. With other troops the Twenty-second 
Wisconsin captured a rebel gunboat on the Savan- 
nah River. 
Averysboro, Bentonville, N. C., and a great many 
skirmishes. Mr. Barrows was ever a faithful soldier, 
who was ever found at his post of duty. He par- 
ticipated in the Grand Review at Washington, and 
after being mustered out at Milwaukee, Wis., re- 
turned to his home and family. 

Mr. Barrows continued to engage in agricultural 
pursuits until October, 1875, when he removed to 
Santa Anna County, Cal., where he made his home 
for abont fourteen months, during which time he 
engaged in carpentering. He then returned to 
Racine County, and in November, 1876, located 
upon the old farm where his boyhood days had 
been passed. Since 1882 he has resided upon the 
farm, which is yet his home. . It is under a high 
state of cultivation and well improved, and the 
neat appearance of the place indicates the thrift 
and enterprise of the owner. In politics Mr. Bar- 
rows is a Republican, having supported that party 
since he attained his majority. Various positions 


of honor and trust he has filled and the duties of 
these offices he has ever discharged with prompt- 
For two years he served as 


ness and fidelity. 


| children, who are yet living: 


They also took part in the battles of | 
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Treasurer of Mt. Pleasant Township, was elected 
and served as Supervisor of Somers Township for 
five years, being for two years Chairman of the 
Town Board, and for twenty years has been an effi- 
cient member of the School Board. A warm friend 
is he to the cause of education and his labors have 
done much for the advancement of the schools and 
their best interests. Both he and his wife are active 
and faithful members of the Free-will Baptist Church 
and with Gov. Harvey Post, G. A. R., of Racine, 
he is also connected. 

Unto this worthy couple have been born four 
Chester J., who 
is a farmer on the old homestead in Mt. Pleasant 
Township, is married and has two sons; Jacob J., 
with his wife and daughter Edna also resides on 
the farm in Mt. Pleasant Township; Maria and 
Hiram are now both attending school. Mr. and 
Mrs. Barrows have also lost five children: James 
Harland, who died in the spring of 1877, at the 
age of seventeen years; Clara L., who died Janu- 
ary 28, 1886, at the age of twenty-four years; 
Mary Eliza,who died in California February 9,1875, 
at the age of eighteen months; Laura La Prelate, 
who died in California on the 1st of August, 1875; 
and Sarah J., who died September 5, 1876, when 
six months old. The Barrows family is well and 
favorably known throughout Racine and Kenosha 
Counties. Our subject is considered as a man of 
unblemished character and sterling worth and is 
one of the honored farmers of Kenosha County. 
He has helped to make the county what it is to- 
day and well deserves mention in this volume. 
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D ASMUS ORSTED GOTTFREDSEN, dealer 
a f in watches, clocks and musical instruments 
N 


a and music, is a native of Denmark. He 
NO) was born in Ribe, January 17, 1828, and is 
a son of Gottfred and Maria Gottfredsen. He at- 
tended the public schools of his native land until 
fourteen years of age, when he went to Haders- 
laben in Schleswig-Holstein, where he spent six 
years as an apprentice to the watchmaker’s trade. 
He then worked in Copenhagen at his trade for 
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some six months, after which he was employed by 
a manufacturer of ship chronometers—Frederick 
Work. The revolution broke out and he went to 
Hamburg, German y, where he worked in the office 
of a wholesale house. It was in 1850, that he left 
the old country and sailed for the United States as 
a passenger on board the bark, “North America.“ 
After twenty-eight days the vessel dropped anchor 
in the harbor of New York. 

The first few months after his arrival in Amer- 
ica, Mr. Gottfredsen worked in Albany, N. Y., for 
$9 per week and board. On April 12, 1850, he 
arrived in Kenosha, Wis., here he made a contract 
with W. O. Buch, who was to furnish him board and 
half of all he could make. His wages on these 
terms were $10 for the first week. In 1851, he 
and his brother bought the stock of his employer 
for $400 and in course of time our subject became 
sole proprietor. He had just paid off his brother 


for his interest in the business when a robber broke 
into his store and carried off $400, which in those 
days seemed almost a fortune to Mr. Gottfredsen. 
G. W. Pratt, a man from whom he had previously 


bought goods, upon hearing of our subject's bad 
luck, sent him $900 worth of goods. So success- 
ful was he that year that he sold $6,000 worth of 
goods and on an investment of $500 in wheat 
cleared $350. Prosperity now seemed to smile 
upon him once more and with excellent success he 
has since carried on operations. For over thirty 
years he has engaged in the jewelry business, be- 
ginning first in a little rented store containing one 
window. As trade increased he enlarged his fa- 
cilities and in 1855 bought where he now does 
business. In 1888, he builta fine brick store 20x80 
feet and two stories high. Since 1853, Mr. Gott- 
fredsen has bought his gocds of Haden W. Wheeler 
& Co., of New York, and in 1889, they presented 
him with a fine gold watch. 

In Kenosha, on February 5, 1856, Mr. Gottfred- 
sen was unitedin marriage with Henrietta V. Fry, 
a native of Canada. Unto them were born two 
children, Ersted R., who assists his father in the 
business; and Alice B., wife of Robert Nicholl, who 
is also connected With the business. The mother 
of these children died in 1861, and the following 
year Mr. Gottfredsen married Josephine G. Ter- 
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buse, a native of Ohio. "They 1 have a pleasant 
home in Kenosha whieh was built in 1859, the 
husband trading watches for the material and 
work to the number of forty-five. Heis a Danish 
Lutheran and heiped to build that church, also 
aided in the erection of the German Lutheran 
house of worship. In politics he is a Republican 
and socially is a Mason belonging to Kenosha 
Lodge No. 47, in which he was raised in 1852,and 
an Odd Fellow. The cause of education finds in 
him a warm friend and he gives his support to all 
enterprises calculated to prove of public benefit. 
For fifty years he has engaged in the jewelry busi- 
ness and in that period has gained a handsome 
property which numbers him among the substan- 
tial citizens of Kenosha. 


i ARTIN G. PRASCH, proprietor of the Eagle 
Drug Store of Burlington, and a member 
of the firm of Prasch Bros., was born in 
Racine County, November 11, 1853. His 
father, Jacob Prasch, a native of Bavaria, Germany, 
was educated in the schools of that country, after 
which he learned the trade of a carpenter and 
joiner. In 1848 he crossed the Atlantic to Amer- 
ica and after residing in New York for about six 
months, came to Racine County, Wis. Locating 
in Burlington, he became one of its first pioneers. 
His wife, whose maiden name was Catherine Keiling, 
is also a native of Bavaria. They yet reside in Bur- 
lington, the father being now seventy-three years 
of age, while his wife is one year his junior, Al- 
though they began life in America in limited cir- 
cumstances, by their united efforts they have ac- 
quired a comfortable competence. Ten children 
were horn unto them, three sons and seven 
daughters, of whom seven are yet living—Anna, 
wife of W. B. Dietrich, a cabinet maker; Mary, who 
is married and resides in Burlington; Kate, who is 
married and makes her home in Geneva Lake; Mar- 
tin of this sketch; Anna Mary who is also married 
and lives in Cassville, Wis., and Frank J. Prasch 
the junior partner of the firm of Prascb “tros. 
Our subject spent the days of his boyhood and 
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youth under the parental roof, no event of special 


importance occurring during his childhood. He 
was educated in the parochial school and the High 
School and finished his course of pharmacy under 
the direction of Dr. Cooper, the well-known drug- 
gist and medical practitioner of Burlington. Asa 
helpmate on life’s journey, he chose Miss Lizzie 
Kahs, who was born in East Dubuque, III., and 
they have now a family of seven children, four 
sons and three daughters, of whom six are now 
living, as follows: Herbert, Ella, Otilia, Rudolph, 
Florence and Martin. 

Mr. Prasch is quite a prominent citizen of this 
community. In politics he is a Democrat and has 
heen called upon to fill several public offices. For 
two successive years he was town Treasurer of Bur- 
lington and is at present President of the Catholic 
Parish School Board. He has been prominently 
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standard perfumes and a lanes line of stationery 
and wall paper. In fact, their store might well 
rival some metropolitan establishment. From the 
beginning their business has constantly increased 
and now amounts to $15,000 annually. Especially 
in the line of prescriptions they have a large trade. 
The excellent goods which they carry, their court- 
eous treatment of their patrons and their earnest 
desire to please their customers have won them a 
liberal patronage which is certainly well deserved. 
Mr. Prasch, whose name heads this sketch, is an 


| active member of the benevolent society of the 


connected with several Catholic societies and has | 


been very active in furthering all organizations 
formed to cultivate a taste for good music. 
twenty-three years he has served as organist of the 
Catholic Church, was instrumental in organizing 
Brownson’s Cornet Band, of which he was leader, 
and when it was changed to the Burlington 
Brass Band he also served as the leader for 
two years. The Prasch family were all gifted 
with musical ability and our subject has done 
much to develop and cultivate the musical talent 
in Burlington. He is also an active member of the 
Teutonia Society, the mission of which is to pro- 
vide first-class musical and dramatic entertain- 
ments. 

The business career of Mr. 
prosperous one. 
learning the drug business with Dr. Cooper, and 
was also Postmaster of Burlington at that time. 
For eight years he remained with the Doctor and 
when the business was sold out to Charles W. 
Wood, continued with him for about a year and a 
half, when wishing to engage in business for him- 
self Mr. Prasch bought the store of his employer 
and has since carried it on. For about two years 
he was sole proprietor and then formed a partner- 
ship with his brother Frank in 1881. The Eagle 
Drug Store is one of the finest in the county. The 
partners carry a large line of pure and fancy drugs, 


Prasch has been a 


At the age of fourteen he began | 


For | 


Mutual Benefit Association and he and his wife 
are devoted members of St. Mary's Catholic Church. 
They have a beautiful and comfortable home whose 
hospitable doors are always open to their many 
friends. 
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firm of Holderness & Loomis, contractors 
and builders, of Kenosha, claims Illinois as 
the State of his nativity. He was born in Paw 
Paw, Lee County, on the Ist of August, 1856, and 
is the second in order of birth in a family of three 


{ 
| 
J 


Pe sen B. LOOMIS, junior member of the 
> 


| ehildren, whose parents are James R. and Maria R. 


(Greene) Loomis. A sketch of their lives is given 
on another page of this volume. 

Our subject was a lad of but four summers when 
his parents came to Kenosha, Wis. His education 
was acquired in the city schools but his advantages 
were meagre as at the age of thirteen years, he had 
to leave the school-room and begin life for him- 
self. Since that time he has made his own way in 
the world and therefore deserves entire credit for 
the success that has crowned his efforts. At the 
age of twenty, he began to learn the trade of a 
millwright, at which he worked for a number of 
years, traveling over a number of States, though 
all the time he made Kenusha his home. From the 
millwright’s trade, he turned his attention to that 
of carpentering and in 1885, cómmenced contract- 
ing, in which year the firm of Holderness & Loomis 
was formed. These gentlemen are accounted among 


the leading contractors of the city and well deserve | 


the reputation. 

A marriage ceremony performed at Lake Zurich, 
Lake County, III., on the 6th of October, 1889, 
united the destinies of Mr. Loomis and 
rian Gainer. The lady is a daughter of Edward 
and Eliza Gainer and a native of Cook County, 
Ill. 
a son, Roy. Mr. and Mrs. Loomis have many 
warm friends throughout this community and are 
highly -respected people. 
of the Knights of Pythias fraternity and in politi- 
cal faith isa Republican. He keeps himself well 
informed on the issues of the day but has never 
been a politican in the sense of office seeking, per- 
ferring to give his time and attention to his busi- 
ness interests. He is a wide-awake and enterpris- 
ing young business man. 
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DWARD JONES, a retired farmer residing 
in Bristol, has for almost half a century 
y made his home in Kenosha County. He 
was born in South Wales, July 25, 1827, and isa 


son of Edward Jones, who was born Radnorshire | 


about 1795. His father there grew to manhood 
and married Jane Morgan, a native of the same 
shire. In 1842, when our subject was a lad of fif- 


teen years, he emigrated with his family to the | 
New World, crossing the Atlantic in a sailing-ves- | 


sel from Liverpool, and after a voyage of five 
weeks arrived in New York abont the Ist of July. 


In the latter part of the month he reached South- | 


port, now Kenosha, and made purchase of an eighty- 


Their union has been blessed with one child, | 


Socially, he is a member | 
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and successful farmer, well and favorably known 
in Southern Wisconsin for his sterling worth and 
integrity. With the Methodist Church he held 
membership and gave liberally to its support. 

Mr. Jones died September 27, 1879, at the age 


| of eighty-four years, and his wife passed away on 


acre tract of land in Pleasant Prairie Township, | 


which he developed from its wild condition intoa 
rich and fertile farm. He and his family bore the 
hardships and privations of pioneer life, but as the 
years passed his financial resources increased and 


he was enabled to add comforts and luxuries to his | 


home. The boundaries of his farm he extended 


until it comprised two hundred and forty acres of | 
valuable land, upon which was a comfortable resi- | 
dence, good barns and outbuildings, and other | 
necessary improvements. He was an enterprising | 


the 12th of August, 1875. In their family were 
four sons and six daughters who grew to mature 


| years, but four of the daughters are now deceased 


Edward was followed by John, a farmer of South 
Dakota; Isaac, a ranchman of Colorado; William, 
a farmer who served for four years in the late war; 
Mary, wife of Reese Evans, who resides on the old 
homestead in South Wales; Sarah, wife of James 
Rankin, of Alamakee County, lowa, and Eliza, 
Hannah, Maria and Ann,all of whom are now de- 
ceased. 

The subject of this sketch came with his father 
to Kenosha County, where he grew to manhood, 
His early education, acquired in the common 
schools, was supplemented by a course in Fowler’s 
Academy in Bristol Township. At the age of sev- 
enteen he began life for himself working as a farm 
hand during the summer months,while in the win- 
ter season he pursued his studies. With the hope 
of rapidly acquiring wealth he started for Califor- 
nia in 1849, going to St. Louis, thence to New 
Orleans, to Aspinwall and across the Isthmus, 
where he spent four months in the winter of 1849- 
50, working in a hotel. In the spring of the lat- 
ter year he proceeded to San Francisco and went 
into the mines, where he worked about eighteen 
months. In the fail of 1852 he crossed the broad 
Pacific to Australia in a sailing-vessel and for two 
months was upon the bosom of the ocean. Arriv- 
ing at Sidney, he went to New South Wales and 
joined a company starting for the mines. That 
occupation Mr. Jones followed for some time and 
on one occasion as the result of fifty days’ labor 
he secured 85,000 worth of gold dust. The rainy 
season setting in all mining operations were then 
impossible and he went to Melbourne. Two months 
later he took ship for London, where he spent 
eight days,and a similar period was passed in Liv- 
erpool. He then returned to this country, arriv- 
ing in January, 1853. 

To farming operations Mr. Jones now turned 
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his attention. He bought land in Bristol Town- 
ship and greatly improved the place, which he 
continued to operate until 1859 when he rented it 
and went to Colorado,where he spent the summer. 
Farming was again his occupation for_a period 
of ten years, when, in the year 1869, he sold 
his place and in the spring of 1870, removed to 
the village of Bristol, where he has since made his 
home. For about ten years he engaged in the liv- 
ery business but since that time has lived a retired 
life, In his dealing he has met with excellent suc- 
cess and by his industry and enterprise won a 
comfortable competence. 
estate and loans money. 

In political sentiment Mr. Jones is a Republican, 
having supported that party since he cast his first 
Presidential vote for John C. Fremont. The first 
Republican caucus of Bristol was held in his home. 
Never an office-seeker, he was elected, however, 
and served for thirty consecutive years as Magis- 
trate of his town. He isa member of the Old Set- 
tlers’ Society, and for about half a century has 
been a resident of Kenosha County, where he is 
widely and favorably known asa man who well 
merits the esteem in which he is held. His life has 
been a varied one. He has crossed both oceans 
and seen much of this land. 

Evan Powel, grandson of our subject’s father, 
now owns and occupies the old homestead farm in 
Pleasant Prairie Township, Kenosha County. 


He now owns some real 
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AVID ROWLAND, a contractor of Racine, 
was born in Dinas Moudowy, Montgomery- 


son of Rev. David and Sarah (James) Rowland. 
His father was a Congregational minister and ac- 
companied by his wife and family of three children 
he crossed the Atlantic to America, landing in New 
York City, in 1840. Soon afterwards he sickened 
and died. The mother was also taken sick and was 
sent to Bellevue Hospital. During her illness two 
of the children died and thus our subject was the 
only one living. ‘The mother ultimately recovered 


and afterwards removed to Utica, N. Y., where she 
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shire, North Wales, June 18, 1836, and is a | 


With 


married David Morgan. her husband she 
came to Racine and in this city her death occurred 


in 1880, at the age of seventy-three years. By her 


| second marriage she had three children, but the 


eldest, Robert, died in childhood. John D., who 
was Second Sergeant of Company F, 'Twenty-sec- 
ond Wisconsin Infantry, was wounded at the bat- 
tle of Brentwood, Tenn.,and died in the Nashville 
Hospital. Sarah J., the only daughter, is now the 
wife of William P. Spafford, a resident of Butte 
City, Mont. 

The early boyhood days of our subject were 
spent under the parental roof but at the age of 
ten years he began life's battle and has since made 
his own way in the world. Therefore, whatever 
success he has met with must be attributed to his 
own efforts and he may truly be called a self-made 
man. Until seventeen years of age he worked as 
a farm hand and then spent the next three years 
as a whaler in the Pacific and Arctic Ocean. While 
on the seas the vessel was wrecked and went to 
pieces but Mr. Rowland succeeded in climbing on- 
to a large rock about a mile in circumference and 
some three hundred feet high, where he remained 
for fourteen days living mostly on fish, seal and 
wild birds” eggs. On a vessel he returned to San 
Francisco, from whence he proceeded to New York, 
where he arrived in 1856 after twice doubling 
Cape Horn. The month of June of the same year 
witnessed his arrival in Racine, and he began work 
at the carpenter's trade, of which he soon became 
master. In 1859 he entered the employ of J. I. 
Case, still continuing to labor at his chosen voca- 
tion. About the same time, on the 15th of Octo- 
ber, 1859, he married Elizabeth Davies, a native of 
Pembrokeshire, Wales. She was born September 
14, 1840, and her parents, John and Jane (Brace) 
Davies, were natives of the same locality. Her 
mother died in Wales, and in 1853 the father and 
daughter crossed the Atlantic to America, locating 
in Texas. Three years later they came to Racine, 
where Mr. Davies died February 9, 1892, at the 


| age of eighty-seven years. 


On the 2d of September, 1862, Mr. Rowland 
hade good-by to his young wife, having enlisted 
in the service of his adopted country, as a member 


of Company F,Twenty-second Wisconsin Infantry. 
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He went to Cincinnati, Ohio, from thence to Lex- 
ington, Ky., and on to Danville. Later we find 
him in Louisville and afterwards southward to 
Nashville. The first engagement in which he par- 
ticipated was at Thompson Station, March 5, where 
part of his regiment were taken prisoners. At 
Brentwood Station the remainder were taken and 
he with most of bis command were sent to Libby 
Prison, from whence a few days afterwards they 
were exchanged at City Point, where they were 
paroled. Mr. Rowland then went to Annapolis 
and on to Camp Benton Barracks, St. Louis. Re- 
turning to Nashville, he proceeded with the regi- 
ment to Franklin and on to 
Tenn., where the troops spent the winter of 1863-4. 
The following spring the command joined Sher- 
man and participated in all the battles of the At- 
lanta campaign, the Twenty-second Regiment 
being the first to enter Atlanta. After the capture 
of the city, came the celebrated march to the sea, 
followed by the battles of Goldsborough, Benton- 
ville, Salina and Greysborough. At length the 
South fell, and when the war was over Mr. Row- 
land participated in the Grand Review at Washing- 
ton, where he was discharged June 12, 1865. He 
was a valiant soldier, ever faithful to duty, and 
bravely bore his share in the hardships and toils 
which were the lot of the boys in blue. 

On his return Mr. Rowland again began work 
for the J. I. Case Threshing Machine Company. 
with which he continued until 1874, when he be- 
gan contracting to build separators for the above 
named company, in partnership with Thomas D. 
Howell. They now build some cighteen hundred 
yearly, employing about fifty men, and their bus- 
iness is the most extensive manufactory of the 
kind in the West. His life has been well taken up 
with bis labors, yet he has found time to devote 
to public interests, having for four years served as 
Alderman from the Third Ward, while for six 
years he was an efficient member of the School 
Board. His ballot supports the Republican party, 
and socially, he is connected with the Odd Fellow’s 
Society and the Grand Army of the Republic. He 
is a member of the Welsh Congregational Church, 
and his wife is a member of the Baptist Church. 

This worthy couple have had five -children— 


Murfreesborough, 
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Elizabeth, who died in her fourth year; Anne,who 
died at the age of seven years; David, who died 
when sixteen months old; Jolm D., an attorney, 
of Phillips,Wis.; and Sarah J., wife of E. E.Cahoon, 
of Racine. graduate of McMynn’s 
Academy and from jhe Law department of the 
State University of Wisconsin. He married Lizzie, 
daughter of Judge E. ©. Hand, and is a prominent 


John is a 


lawyer. 
Racine 
period of thirty-five years, during which time he 


Mr. Rowland's residence in covers a 
has not only won success in business life, but has 


also made many warm friends who esteem him 


highly. 
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ELSON H. PALMER, a worthy and pro- 
minent citizen of Racine County, residing 

in Waterford, claims New York as the 
State of his nativity. He was born in Chenango 
County, March 12, 1819, and is of English and 
Irish descent. In a family of six sons and two 
the youngest. Their father, 
Andrew Palmer, was born in Connecticut, October 


daughters, he is 
23, 1775, acquired a common-school education and 
became a farmer. He married Rachel Tracy whose 
father was a prominent agriculturist of Connecti- 
cut. Her eldest brother, Zebadiah, became a sue- 
Bela, the 


prosperous 


cessful merchant, of Durhamville, X. Y. 


second son, became a merchant and 
iumberman, of Fredonia, Chautauqua County. N. 
Y. John became a prominent lawyer, of Oxford, 
Chenango County, and in 1834, served as Lieuten- 
ant Governor of the State. Ulysses went to New 
York City to complete a business education but 
Harriet 


married a successful manufacturer, of Ithaca. N. Y. 


died before accomplishing his purpose. 


Susan became the wife of James Williams, an enter- 
prising farmer, of Chautauqua County. Emily be- 
came the wife of a merchant, of New York City 
but died soon afterward. 

Mr. Palmer, father of this family, died in New 
York, in 1822, and bis wife died in Waterford, in 
1852. Their family numbered two sons and two 
daughters. John Tracy, the eldest, born April 30. 
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1812, in Columbus, u County; N N. . V., en- 
gaged in school teaching for man y years, and after- 
ward became a successful farmer. In 1836, he 
came to Waterford, Wis., where on the 12th of 
October, 1845, he married Miss Angennette Will- 
ard. He was elected to the State Legislature in 
1884, and died in Hollenburg, Kan., May 26, 1887; 
Emeline, born in Mansfield, Conn., May 19, 1808, 
was married in 1836, to Samuel Allis, who was a 
missionary and Indian trader in Nebraska in 1834. 
Their eldest son was the first white child born in 
Central, Neb., and he himself, the first white man 
in Mills County, Iowa. He was well versed in the 
Indian languages and several times was called to 
Washington to act as interpreter. Fair and just in 
all his dealings he had many stanch friends among 
the red men, who lost a friend when he died in 
December, 1883. His wife had died in Mills 
County, Iowa, on the 9th of March, previous. 
‘They were the parents of two sonsand two daugh- 
ters. Catherine M., born June 12, 1810, in 
Columbus, N. Y., was three times married. Her 
last union was with John W. Chandler, becoming 
his wife in Waterford, Wis., May 17,1855. He 
died in July, 1862, and her death occurred April 6, 
1873. 

Nelson Palmer, whose name heads this sketch, 
began life for himself when only twelve years of 
age and for seven years was employed in a cotton 
factory in Ithaca, N. Y. Failing eye-sight then 
obliged him to abandon that work but from what 
then appeared to be misfortune prosperity has 
come. He determined to seek a home in the West 
and in 1838, located in Waterford, where he fol- 
lowed the trade of a millwright and carpenter. He 
is a natural mechanic and built several of the 
largest mills in the State at that time. In 1847,he 
became a partner in a general store with Jones & 
Sproat, in Waterford, which connection contiuned 
for three years, when in 1850, he embarked in the 
milling business with Charles Moe as a partner. In 
1860 and 1861, he was Warden of the State prison 
in Waupun and so satisfactorily did he discharge 
the duties of that office, he was again called upon 
to fill the same position from 1864 until 1867. 
the latter year in company with Charles Moe, he 
opened up a general store at his present place of 
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bonner and | tugetiier anii o on -opeestions until 
1882, when they divided the stock, Mr. Moe re- 
moving his goods elsewhere. Mr. Palmer’s up- 
rightness and business qualifications are recognized 
by all and the prosperity, which has crowned his 
efforts, has been well merited. 

On the 16th of June, 1847, Mr. Palmer wedded 
Miss Esther Jones, but a few months later his bride 
was called away. She died on the 20th of Novem- 
ber. On the 5th of September, 1853, Miss Sarah 
Curtis became his wife. She was a native of New 
York, and a daughter of William Curtis, an 
extensive contractor and builder, uf Oswego. For 
five years he was engaged in building old Ft. 
Ontario. His wife was in her maidenhood Miss 
Betsy Galpin, daughter of James Galpin, of Meri- 
dan, Conn. They were married in 1820, and unto 
them were born nine sons and four daughters, of 
whom four sons and three daughters are yet living. 
William Curtis, the eldest, a large contractor and 
builder, of New York and Illinois, wedded Miss 
Mary M. Fuller, by whom he has one daughter, is 
living with his daughter, Mrs. Higgins at Otsego, 
Mich. Emily is the wife of Charles Moe and they 
have four sons and three daughters. Ela married 
Ruth Buskirk in Paw Paw, Mich., where he carries 
on asuccessful business as a contractor and builder. 
Three sons grace their union. Alverson wedded 
Mary Jane Meeker in Oswego, N. Y., where he also 
has a most liberal patronage as a contractor and 
builder and had charge of public works for several 
years. His family numbers three sons and three 
daughters. He enlisted ina New York regiment 
during the late war and had a large portion of his 
jaw carried away by a shot that passed entireiy 
through his neck at the battle of Gettysburg. 
Emeline is the wife of Amasa Harden, an attend- 
antin the Racine County Insane Asylum, and 
they have two daughters. De Witt C., a promin- 
ent merchant of Kansas City, served as a drummer 
in a New York regiment in the Civil War. He 
married Miss Carrie Churchill and unto them was 
born a son, who is now married. 

The other member of the Curtis family is Mrs. 
Sarah Palmer, the esteemed wife of our subject. 
She was born in Oswego, N. Y., April 12, 1837, 
was educated in the common schools and in Falley 


3 of Fulton, N. Y., and came West with 
Mrs. Charles Moe in 1852. She is a refined lady 
of pleasing manners and has many warm friends 
throughout the community. A family of two sons 
and five daughters grace the union of Mr. and 
Mrs. Palmer, and the mention we make of them 
below shows that they are an honor to their par- 
ents. Charles N., born in Waterford, October 9, 
1854, was educated for the medical profession, re- 
ceiving diploma from Eastman Business College, 
of Poughkecpsie, N. V., and his diploma from Rush 
Medical College, of Chicago. On the 26th of Octo- 
ber, 1876, Miss Ella F. Robinson became his wife. 
They have three sons and a daughter—Charles R., 
Sarah F., Edgar W. and Claude N., and their home 
is in Raymond Township. Walter Curtis, born 
October 8, 1858, is a graduate of the law school in 
Madison, and for three years he studied with 
Judge John B. Winslow. ‘Thus well fitted for his 
chosen work he is regarded as one of the most 
promising young lawyers, of Southern Wisconsin. 
In 1886, he was elected County Clerk, serving with 
credit to himself and satisfaction to his constitu- 
ents. He was married March 25, 1889, to Miss 
Abbie H. Williams. As a member of the firm of 
Palmer & Gettings, he is now practicing law and 
the liberal patronage extended him attests his 
ability. Minnie E., born in Waterford, April 20, 
1862, was educated in the common schools and in 
Rochester Seminary and also obtained a musical 
education. For some time she engaged in teach- 
ing music. She became the wife of J. F. Melene, 
Superintendent of Insane Asylum; she being ma- 
tron. Nellie B., born in Waupun, October 19, 
1865, was a student at Rochester Seminary, and is 
on attendant in the Racine County Insane Asylum. 
Sarah K., born in Waupun, December 1, 1867, en- 
gaged in teaching for several terms and on the 
28th of June, 1888, became the wife of Samuel E. 
Chapman, a station agent in Cokeville, Wyom. 
Their children are Irving H. and N. Mildred. 
Mattie E., born December 5, 1871, in Waterford, 
has been well educated in music, and is still at 
home with her parents. Lelia B., born July 20, 
1874, in Waterford, is still attending school. The 


children have all received excellent educational | 


advantages, thereby being well fitted for the practi- 
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er duties of life nd are , respected members of 
society in the various communities were they re- 
side. 

For forty years Mr. Palmer has been a member 
of the Masonic order and was one of the charter 
members of Waterford Temple, No, 96, A. F. & A, 
M., in which he has held many offices, serving 
three terms as Master. He is also a member of 
Orient Chapter, of Racine and Racine Com- 
mandery. Several positions of honor and trust 
he has been called upon to fill, having served as 
Chairman of the Town Board of Supervisors, was 
clerk of the School Board and also a member of the 
County Board of Supervisors. Whatever success 
he has achieved in life is due to his own efforts 
and he may truly be called a self-made man. At 
the age of twelve, he started out for himself and 
to an enviable position he has worked his way up- 
ward, rising successively step by step by his own 
enterprise and industry. He is now proprietor 
of one of the leading mercantile establishments of 
Waterford and is held in high esteem by all whe 
know him for his sterling worth. 
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EN. LEVI GRANT was born in New Berlin, 
{| = Chenango County, N. Y., April 25, 1810, 
N XA and is the only child of Joshua and Esther 
(Naramore) Grant, both of whom were natives of 
Stonington,Conn. The grandfather of our sub- 
ject was a native of Scotland, who emigrated to 
America prior to the Revolution and was a near 
relative of an ancestor of President Grant. 

Joshua Grant, a farmer, removed from Connec- 
ticut to New York about the beginning of the 
present century and there spent his life. Physically 
he was a man of massive frame, and possessed 
uncommon energy; in boyhood, a greit wrestler 
and noted for feats of strength and agility. He 
was, moreover, a man of sterling qualitics of head 
and heart—plain, honest, upright, and although 
not a member of any church was a firm believer in 
Christianity and its institations, habitually read 
the Bible in his family and set a good example to 
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his children. The mother of our subject was de- 
scended from English ancestors, a robust, active 
"and energetic woman, industrious, intelligent and 
conscientious, of strong sympathies and deep feel- 
ings. Her name is associated in the memory of her 
son with the most happy and hallowed recotlections. 
Through life she was an exemplary member of the 
Methodist Church. Both had been previously 
married and the parents of families, who survive 
them, but our subject was the only child of this 
union. The father died in the sixty-ninth year of 
his age when the son was young, but the mother 
survived her husband many years, dying at the 
age of seventy-five. 

Levi Grant received a fair English and mathe- 
matical education at the district schools of his na- 
tive town and at the age of fifteen was apprenticed to 
learn the art of paper manufacturing,at which he 
served until twenty-one. He subsequently pur- 
sued the same craft, was foreman of a paper mill in 
Greene County, N.Y. for a period of five years, but 
like many other young men of his day, possessed 
of a spirit of adventure, and the West offering a 
wider and more promising field for its development, 
he removed to Wisconsin in 1836 and scttled on a 
three hundred acre tract of land in Kenosha Coun- 
ty, some twelve miles west of the present city, which 
under his strong and industrious hands soon put 
on the habiliments of civilization and became one 
of the most beautiful and highly cultivated farms 
in the West, the most exquisite taste being displayed 
in the style and arrangement of the dwelling and 
in the gardens, orchards, fences and general features 
of the surroundings. As a farmer, he was emi- 
nently successful and accumulated considerable 
capital. In 1856, however, becoming weary of 
agricultural pursuits, which required constant care 
and unremitting attention, he sold his beautiful 
homestead and removed to Kenosha, where he made 
his home until his death, and embarked extensively 
in the lumber trade, to which his attention was 
mainly devoted until 1887 with very satisfactory 
results. He was not only a successful business man, 
but patriotic and public spirited as a citizen. The 
Grant House, the leading hotel in Kenosha,which he 
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his good taste and public beneficence. His industry, 
prudent business qualities and high moral character 
made him one of the most substantial, as well as 
one of the most highly esteemed citizens of this 
State. In his youth and early manhood he de- 
veloped a taste for military tactics and gave some 
attention to the science of arms. Accordingly in 
1855, he was commissioned by Gov. Barstow to the 
rank of Brigadier-General of the State Militia and 
from this circumstance derived the title of General, 
which ever afterward clung to him and by which 
he was known long before his distinguished kins- 
man, bearing the same title, was heard of beyond 
the confines of. West Point or the environs of 
Galena. Like his father he was a man of great 
physical development, of majestic mien and fine 
stature, being six feet, four inches in height, with 
a frame and muscle development in propor- 
tion; and had he devoted his life to the profession 
of arms, would undo tbtedly have become a dis- 
tinguished soldier, 

In politics, Mr. Grant was always a Republican, 
and though naturally of a modest and retiring na- 
ture, he was several times elected to oflices of trust 
and responsibility by his fellow-citizens. In 1843, 
he served one session in the lower branch of the 
State Legislature and in 1853 was elected to serve 
for a period of two years in the State Senate, be- 
side which he held numerous local offices, always 
discharging the duties with consummate ability and 
the most rigid integrity. Ile carried through life 
a spotless character and an unblemished reputation, 
which was the richest legacy he could bequeath to 
his children. 

On the 25th of April, 1832, the General married 
Miss Frances E., daughter of Nathaniel Etheridge 
of Greene County, N. Y.,an extensive farmer and 
a soldier of the War of 1812. He died in Sackett's 
Harbor before the end of that struggle. He was 
the son of a native Englishman. Mrs. Grant was 
a lady of superior mental endowments and liberal 
culture, of refined taste and high moral aspirations; 
of an amiable and kind spirit and much beloved 
by her neighbors and all who knew her. Both she 
and her husband had been exemplary members of 


built, not so much as a speculative investment, as | the Methodist Episcopal Church since 1830, and 
a source of benefit to the city, is a monument to 


were prominent members of the congregation of 
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EEE Their union was and with two chil. 
dren—Emory L. and Julia, the widow of Julius 
Durkee, who makes her home in Kenosha. Gen. 


Grant died April 12, 1891, and his wife died in | 


August, 1886. Thus one by one the pioneers pass 
away but are not forgotten, for in the weli-de- 
veloped and fertile farms,in prosperous cities, in 


ments to their toil and sacrifice. 
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MORY L. GRANT isa representative of one 
of the pioneer families of Kenosha County 
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ing, anything like aggressivences en distasteful 
to him, but no citizen in Kenosha stands higher in 
the estimation of the people than he. The very 
unostentatious manner of his life has won him 
friends who appreciate his worth because they have 
discovered it and not because it was make known 


| unto them. 
school house and church, and better than all, in a | 
Christian civilization, we have imperishable monu- | 


and the only son of Gen. Leviand Frances | 


E. . (Ethridge) Grant, whose sketch precedes this 
biographical notice. He now resides 
city of Kenosha. Mr, Grant isa native of Bristol 


April 9, 1844. Until twelve years of age his days 


in the | 


$+ It 


lington, was born near Akron, Ohio, 
Ü March 3, 1838, and is the eighth in a fam- 
ily of nine children, five sons and four 


| daughters, of whom one son and three daughters are 


yet living. ‘The parents are Noah and Lucinda 
(Westcott) Tryon. Their eldest child now living, 
Ezra, who served both in the Mexican War and 


| the War of the Rebellion, is now married and fol- 
Township, this county, his birth having occurred | 


were spent midst play and work as is the usual ex- | 


perience of farmer lads. 
removed to Kenosha, where he enjoyed the advan- 
tages of public schools. -Having prepared himself 
for college, he completed the classical course of 
study in Michigan University at Ann Arbor in 
1866. Soon afterwards, he became associated with 
his father in the lumber business and continued 
operations in that line until 1887, when he engaged 
in the hardware and implement business in Phoenix, 
Ariz. 

On the 29th of November, 1870, Mr. Grant was 
united in marriage with Miss Mary A. Thomas, 
daughter of Walden Thomas, a prominent citizen 
of Chicayo. 
lowing children: Frances Etheridge, Ethel Julia 
and Walden Thomas Grant—the last died when 


Unto them have been born the fol- | 


At that time his parents | 


| moved to St. Louis about the year 
| gaged in the hardware business, but on account of 


six years of age. Both Mr. and Mrs. Grant hold | 


membership with the Methodist Episcopal Church 
in Kenosha to the work of which they give of 


their time, talents, and means. He exercises his | 
right of franchise in support of Republican prin- | 


ciples, keeps himself well informed on the issues 
of the day, and hasserved as Mayor of Kenosha 
for one term. 


lows farming in Garrettsville, Ohio; Elizabeth is 


| the wife of Philip Grant, a retired farmer of Lake 


Geneva, Wis.; Mrs. Gardner is next younger; and 
Almeda is the wife of John Luck, a farmer of 
Janesville, Wis.; Lucinda, the eldest daughter, 
died in 1883; Noah died in 1867; William died in 
1882, and Charles 1865. 

J. Rockwell, the eldest (half) brother, one of the 
oldest and best-known citizens of Akron, Ohio, re- 
1878, and en- 


failing health, was,a few years afterward, com- 
pelled to give up his business there and remove to 
New York, where he continued in the same busi- 
ness for two or three years longer, when he died 
of heart failure. The business is now continued 
by his eldest son, Camden O. Rockwell, who is 
well known to the country on account of his re- 


| lationship to the late Gen. James A. Garfield, they 


having married sisters. During the last illness of 
Gen. Garfield he and his wife, were called to his 
bedside to assist in his care, and were with him at 
the time of his death. 

Mr. Rockwell was commissioned as a Lieuten- 


ant in the Sixth Ohio Battery at the outhreak of 


I 


the War of the Rebellion, and continued in the 


In manner, Mr. Grant is very retir- | service throughout that struggle. 
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In October, 1859, during the lifetime of her 
first husband, Mrs, Gardner removed with him to 
Delhi, La., opposite Vicksburg, Miss., so celebrated 
in history for the part it took in that great stuggle 
—the War of the Rebellion—Mr. De Zotell being 
a railroad engineer on the Vicksburg & Shreve- 
port Railroad. His strong union sentiment in- 
duced him to endeavor to get out of the hotbed 
of treason and come North. But they were pre- 
vented by the batteries at Memphis firing on the 
boat, the “ H. D. Mears,“ 
steamer, 
Cairo. 


a large Mississippi River 

had taken passage to 
They were thus required to land at Mem- 
phis, where they made their residence during the 
entire war. Upon the capture of the city by the 
Union gunboats, Mr. De Zotell engaged in the Un- 
ion service as a railroad engineer, and was once 
captured by Rebel guerrillas under the command 
of Gen. Chalmers, but after being held a prisoner 
three months he was exchanged, and returned to 
his duty. He was killed in 1868 by the explosion 
of his engine, whereupon Mrs. De Zotell returned 
to Wisconsin shortly after, since which time she 
has made that State her home. 

The girlhood days of the lady whose name 
heads this sketch were passed in her native city 
until twelve years of age, when she accompanied 
her parents to Wisconsin. They landed at Mil- 
waukee, then a town of small pretensions. and 
there spent the winter, after which a farm of one 
hundred and sixty acres of partially improved 
land was purchased. About three years later they 
removed to Beloit, Wis., where the father died. 
He was born near Long Island Sound in Connecti- 
cut and was a blacksmith by trade, following that 
occupation throughout his life as a means of live- 
lihood. In political sentiment he was an old-time 
Whig, who warmly advocated the party princi- 
ples. His wife was born in Rhode Island, but was 
reared in Connecticut. Her death occurred in 
Burlington, Wis., in 1874, but her remains were 
laid by the side of her husband in Beloit Ceme- 
tery, and a beautiful monument marks the spot. 

Leantine Tyron grew to womanhood under the 
parental roof, and at the age of nineteen, in 1859, 
gave her hand in marriage to Alexander De Zotell, 
who was born in New York of French parentage. 


on which they 


Í 


a stalwart supporter of Republican principles and 


PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM. 


They had one daughter—Linnie, who was edu- 
cated in the Burlington High School, graduated 
from St. Mary’s College in Memphis, Tenn., and is 
now the wife of Edward Ester, who is extensively 
engaged in the dairy business. They reside with 
her mother, The death of Mr. De Zotell occurred 
in 1868, and he was buried in Brloit Cemetery. 

On April 12, 1872, his widow became the wife 
of Palmer Gardner, one of the most prominent 
citizens of Burlington. A native of Hancock, N. 
H., he was born February 23, 1803, and his early 
boyhood days were spent in the Empire State. 
Ile was college-bred and was a man of superior in- 
telligence and many endowments. Extensive 
reading kept him well informed and he had an ex- 
cellent knowledge of current events and the best 
literature, By profession he was a civil engineer 
and did much work in that line in Pennsylvania 
and Virginia. His parents were natives of New 
York, there spent their entire lives. His 
father, Sylvester Gardner, was a farmer by occupa- 
tion, and married Miss Wells, by whom he had 
five children, three and two daughters, 
though only one is now living—Sarah, wife of 
Rev. Appleton, who was an Episcopal clergyman 
of New York, but is now deceased. The entire 
family was noted for its brilliancy and intellectual 
attaininents. 


and 


sons 


In 1835, Mr. Gardner first came to Wisconsin, 
staking off a claim in the fall of that year, on what 
is known as Gardner’s Prairie, in Walworth 
County. The following year he located thereon. 
So was the country at that time that 
the were still numerous in the settle- 
ment, game of all kinds was plentiful and bears 
and wolves were frequently seen. His first home 
was a log cabin with a mud and stick chimney, 
but hospitality there reigned, and no one in need 
of aid was ever turned from his door empty- 
handed. Mr. Gardner possessed a truly philan- 
thropic spirit, was generous and benevolent, and 
was ever ready to extend a helping hand. Gard- 
ner’s Prairie, of which he was the owner, com- 
prises about six hundred acres of fine land. In 
his business interests he was very successful and 
won a handsome competence. In politics he was 


wild 
Indians 


was honored with two elections of the State Legis- 
lature, serving as the Representative of the peo- 
ple in this district with credit to himself and to 
the satisfaction of his constituents. However, he 
never made it a point to seek office yet his duties 
were efficiently discharged when he was called 
upon to fill public positions. He lived a truly 
noble life, full of good deeds and kind acts, and 
his memory is cherished not only by 
wife, but by many warm friends. He passed away 
January 19, 1888. 

Mrs. Gardner still resides in Burlington, occu- 
pying the beautiful home known as Gardner's 
Hall. It brick structure, ele- 
gantiy designed and standing upon an eminence 
in the south part of the city where is obtained a 
commanding view of the surrounding country. 
The members of the household are the lady just 
mentioned, Mr. and Mrs. Ester, and their little 
son. Hospitality there reigns and the privilege of 
being a friend of the family seems well appre- 
ciated if we judge by the many visitors who par- 


his loving 


is a commodıous 


take of the good will and cheer there so freely be- 
stowed. Mrs. Gardner has long resided in this 
county, and like her hushand, is classed among its 
most prominent citizens. 


| tired life in Burlington, Wis., was born in 

the town of Rupert, Bennington County, 

Vt., August 12, 1807. His father with the family 
removed thence to the town of Sandgate, in the 
winter of 1809. The following summer they were 
visited by an uncle of our subject, Demmon Whit- 
ing. and Mr. Sheldon relates what was to him, a 
three-year old boy, a most interesting experience, 
the killing of a woodchuck. The animal was dis- 
covered in a field of clover not far from the house 
and his uncle securing a handspike or billet of 
wood which was used in rolling logs together, pre- 
paratory to burning them, managed to get between 
the chuck and his hole and drove him in a cleft 
in a rock near by, from which there was no escape 
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except at the entrance where he wentin. Mr. 
Whiting then began to punch the animal, and 
young Orson thought he had never heard such a 
screeching before. It was not long before the 
woodchuck was killed, and triumphantly displayed 
to the little fellow. 

In the month of January, 1812, the Sheldon 
family consisting of the parents, two sons and a 
daughter, removed with a span of horses and 
sleigh to Warsaw, Genesee County, N. Y., carrying 
with theim what household goods they could put 
into the sleigh. They settled on a heavily timbered 
farm, their home being a one-roomed log cabin, 
the floor of which was made of basswood logs split 
in halves and laid closely together with the bark 
side down. They had no cellar, but a smail hole 
had been dug for the potatoes and other garden 
vegetables. A large open space was sawed out of 
the loys in one end of the room and filled up with 
stones for a fire-place with no jambs, the chimney 
being made of sticks of wood, and plastered on 
the inside with clay. A loft or low room above 

served as a sleeping apartment. On the fire was 
placed the customary backlog and backstick, to- 
gether with another log for a forestick and all 
three were hauled into the house by a horse. Three 
years were pleasantly passed there and then the 
father purchased one of the two hotels in the vil- 
lage, to which he removed, carrying it on for four 
years, when it was exchanged for a farm in an ad- 
joining town, upon which our subject resided until 
seventeen years of age, working at farm labor with 
no intermission except his three months’ attend- 
ance at school in the winter. Then he did the 
chores night and morning, and supplied the wood 
for the household fires. 

Mr. Sheldon then felt that he was competent to 
teach a district school, and after passing what he 
considered a searching examination, obtained a certi- 
ficate from the Board of Inspectors. He succeeded 
well in this enterprise, and the only acts of diso- 
bedience of much importance, were soon quelled. As 
was the custom, he boarded round among the schol- 
ars, but as he did not like teaching, began serving 
an apprenticeship to the cabinet-maker's trade with 
Howard Bosworth, of Warsaw, N. Y. He boarded 

| with his employer, and during the year he staid 


—— ee 
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with him was nearly starved, so he decided to leave 
and went to another cabinet-maker in the same 
town, with whom he remained until he had at- 
tained his majority, Going to LeRoy, N. Y., he 


there worked at his trade until the following Jan- | 


uary, when he went to Buffalo, but as he found no 
suitable employment there, continued on to Nia- 
garn Falls, and crossed the river on the ice below 
the Falls to Canada, a perilous venture, but for- 
tunately safely accomplished. Until the following 
spring he worked in a shop at Lundy’s Lane, when 
he returned to Warsaw and formed a partnership 
with Horatio N. Farnham, they building a shop in 
Pike, Allegany County. After a year, Mr. Sheldon 
bought out his partner, continuing the business 
alone for two years, when he sold out. 

In the meantime he had married Miss Rose Ann 
Lippit, and they kept house in the rear end of the 
shop, occupying sleeping rooms in the second 
story. On selling «ut, his wife returned to her 


parents in Otsego County, N. Y., while he went to 


Detroit, Mich., and worked as a journeyman until 
the next spring, when he returned to the East and 
brought his wife and child to Detroit, where he 
worked at his trade for a few months. He finally 
decided to locate in Utica, Macomb County, Mich., 
where he engaged in cabinet-making for two years, 
and then followed merchandising in company with 
Lewis D. Owen, under the firm name of Sheldon & 
Owen for two years, when the business was dis- 
posed of. 

Mr. Sheldon remained in Utica ten years, and 
held the oftice of Justice of the Peace nearly all of 
that time. He was elected a member of the House 
of Representatives the first year after the admis- 
sion of the State to the Union, and received the 
nomination for the next year and would doubtless 
have been elected but declined to run, as he in- 
tended removing to Wisconsin. In the following 
January a sicigh was fitted up with a heavy can- 
vas cover and in it Mr. Sheldon, his wife and 
three children and James C. McKesson and his wife 


tion. He went to Lake Geneva, Darien, Emerald 
Grove and Janesville. There was then no way of 
crossing the river except in a canoe, as there was 
then no way of settlement on the other side. Re- 
turning through Delavan he there met William C. 
Allen, an attorney-at-law located there, and formed 
a pleasant acquaintance with him which lasted 
during Mr. Allen's life-time. Our subject next 
went to Elkhorn, to Spring Prairie and thence to 
Burlington. Rochester and Waterford, after which 
he returned to Burlington, where he unexpectedl y 
met Benjamin Forbes, an old acquaintance of War- 
saw, N. Y., by whom he was urged to locate at that 
place. 

Mr. Sheldon finally decided to do so and soon 
afterward removed his family to Burlington, rent- 
ing the upper story of Mr. Forbes’ brick house. 
He now had only #2 left and a chopping ax and 
hoe. After cutting up a tree to supply fire wood 
for his family, he obtained work at chopping wood 
for fifty cents per day with Mr. Gregg, a brick- 
maker and subsequently did the same work at the 
same price for Oregon Perkins through the winter. 
In the spring he helped Mr. Perkins put in the 
crops on a fine farm now owned by the gentle- 
man’s son, Frederick S. Perkins. 

In the meantime Mr. Sheldon had spoken to the 
mercantile firm of Perkins & Son, with reference 
to obtaining a clerkship, as their present clerk did 


not suit. The oid gentleman said “we want a 
| clerk, but we don’t want to be mistaken in our 


and child started for this State. They stopped at | 


Mound Prairie, and Mr. McKesson located on a 
farm that is still his home. 

Mr. Sheldon left his family with a settler on the 
prairie while he started out on foot to seek a loca- 


man.“ Mr. Sheldon then wrote to Mt. Clemens, 
Mich., and to Robert P. Eldridge, then Secretary 
of State, and from him and all the county officers 
and leading business men of that city received let- 
ters of recommendation which he presented to Mr. 
Perkins, who expressed himself pleased with them, 
and in consequence employed our subject. 

At the expiration of three years, as the firm was 
largely engaged in farming and the milling busi- 
ness, they desired to close out, and made Mr. 
Sheldon a proposition to buy their stock and rent 
their store, which he did, continuing the business 
alone for a year, when he formed a partnership 
with James A. Stevens, who was formerly a mer- 
chant of Michigan. This connection continued a 
year and a half, when Mr. Sheldon sold his interest 
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to Andrew Bayer, and dog a lot upon which | a Christian s hope in his 3 he will meet t death, 


he built a brick store and continued business suc- 
cessfully for some years. The financial panic of 
1857 then came on, bringing failure to many large 
business houses throughout the country. 

In the course of his business, Mr. Sheldon had 
invested largely in railroad stocks and in real 
estate, both regarded as profitable investments and 
thus the money panic found him encumbered with 
indebtedness which he could not meet, and he was 
compelled to make an assignment, thus losing his 
entire possessions. Mrs. Sheldon fortunately had 
a homestead residence in Scottsville, Monroe 
County, N. Y., which she sold, using the proceeds 
to redeem the family home which was sold on the 
foreclosure of mortgage. The store was sold on 
two mortgages, but was finally redeemed by the 
son, Hiram A. Sheldon, who now owns and occu- 
pies it as a hardware store. 

In 1845 Mr. Sheldon had been elected a member 
of the Territorial Legislature, and re-elected the 
following year, serving two terms with credit to 
himself and satisfaction to his constituents. After 


he was forced to dispose of his business he engaged 
in clerking with Messrs. Parsons & Conover, dry- 
goods merchants of Burlington, with whom he re- 
mained two years, after which in connection with 
his son, H. A. Sheldon, he engaged in the hardware 
business remaining in charge during the Civil War, 
while the son fought at the front. Soon afterward 


he went to Mt. Carroll, Ill., where another son, H. 
E. Sheldon, was engaged in the drug and medicine 
business, remaining with him a portion of the time 
for three years, during which time he spent two 
months on a trip to Oregon, and settled up the 
estate of his deceased brother William, who had 
long been a resident of Oregon. Some time after- 
ward we find Mr. Sheldon in Madison City, Dak., 
where for three summers he worked upon a farm 
that was owned conjointiy by his two sons before 
mentioned, and T. M. Martin, containing several 
hundred acres of land. 

Mr. Sheldon then returned to Burlington, where, 
in the midst of his family he is now living a retired 
life, and here expects to spend the remainder of 
his days. He is now in his eighty-fifth year, and 
feels that his life journey is almost over, but with 


and crossing the dark river, join the dear kindred 


| and friends gone before and dwell with them in 
| happy 


unity before the throne of the Heavenly 
Father through a never ending eternity. 


Sat 


AMUEL WEBBER, who resides on section 

23, Raymond Township, is one of the hon- 

ored pioneers of Racine County. He has 

r made his home in his township than any 
other of its citizens, fifty-four years having passed 
since the time, when with his father, he settled 
upon a wild and unbroken tract of land and began 
the development of a farm. He has been an eye- 
witness Of the entire growth of the county, has 
seen the pioneer cabins replaced by substantial 


| homes, while the prairies were made to bloom and 


blossom as the rose, has seen the entire upbuilding 
of many of the towns of the county, knew Racine 
in the days of its infancy and the part which he 
has taken in the work of development and 
progress well numbers him among the founders of 
the county. 

Mr. Webber was born in Hampton County, 
Mass., in July, 1822, and is a son of Loren and 
Sarah (Upham) Webber, who were also natives of 
the old Bay State, where their entire family of ten 
children were born. In 1837 the father started 
for Wisconsin, accompanied by his wife and chil- 
dren, traveling by way of the lakes and when he 
had arrived in Racine County, entered a claim 
from the government, comprising a section of 


land in Raymond Township. All was wild and 


the entire country round about was in its primitive 
condition. He turned the first furrow upon the 
section, built the first rod of fence and erected the 
first house. As the years passed by his labor and 
perseverance developed a good farm upon which 
he made his home until his death in 1885, at the 
advanced age of ninety-four years. His estimable 
wife passed away the following year at the age of 
ninety-two. Four of the ten children are yet liv- 
ing— Lucy, who resides in Minnesota; George 


_ Washington of Delavan, Wis.; Samuel of this 
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sketch; and Loren of Spring Prairie, Walwortli 
County. The father became a prominent citizen 
in this locality and took quite an active part in 
public affairs. In his early life he was a Whig, 
then became a Republican and served as Supervisor 
of his township. He was a zealous member and 
active worker in the Baptist Church and his life 
was such that the world is better for his having 
lived. 

Until fifteen years of age Samuel Webber was 
reared in Massachusetts. His education was ac- 
quired in the public schools and for three years 
ere he left his native State he was employed in a 
factory. After coming to Racine County, the 
arduous task of developing a new farm became 
familiar to him and the experiences and hardships 
of pioneer life were also not unknown. He 
remained under the parental roof until he had 
attained his majority when he left his home and 
started out in life for himself. He has resided 
upon his present farm for forty-eight years and 
now has a comfortable dwelling, good barns and 
other out buildings and many other improvements 
both useful and ornamental. The well tilled fields 
comprising seventy-seven and a half acres pay to 
him a golden tribute for the care and cultivation 
he bestows upon them. 

As a companion on life’s journey Mr. Webber 
chose Miss Sabra Bailey, a native of New Hamp- 
shire, and in 1842, they were united in marriage. 
Almost fifty years they have lived as man and 
wife, sharing with each other the joys and sorrows 
of life, its adversity and prosperity. By their 
union were born four children all are yet living, 
except the first born,—-Marshall, a practicing law- 
yer of Winona, Minn., who graduates at Hillsdale, 
Mich; Annetta, wife - of William Chatman of 
Nebraska; and Warren, who was educated in the 
public schools and aids in the operation of the 
home farm. Further mention should by made of 
Mrs. Webber, who is a genial and affable lady. 
She was born in Unity, Sullivan County, N. H., 
about forty miles from Concord, and is the young- 
est of two sons and two daughters. The eldest, 
Agnes M., is the widow of Albert Smith, a farmer, 
and resides in Racine County; Dexter B., a suc- 
cessful agriculturist, married Harriet Shumway and 


__ PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM. 


died in Minnesota at the age of seventy, leaving 
a wife and four children; David P., who married 
Harriet M. Strowe, was a prominent Universalist 
clergyman and died in Aurora, III., at the age of 
thirty-three, leaving a wife and three children. 
Mrs. Webber completes the family. The father, 
Jonathan Bailey, was born in Weare, N. II., 
January 19, 1792, and in connection with farming 
followed teaching. He made his way in life un- 
aided but success crowned his efforts. On the 7th 
of March, 1816, he married Sarah Marshall, a 
native of Deerfield, N. H., born January 28, 1790. 
In polities he was a stanch Whig until the organiza- 
tion of the Republican party when he joined its 
ranks. Ile was a stalwart abolitionist and when 
the news reached him that Lincoln had written 
the Emancipation Proclamation, he exclaimed with 
tears in his eyes, “Thank God, I expected it would 
come but did not think I would live to see the 
day of its fulfillment.“ In 1841, with his family, 
he came to Wisconsin, reaching his destination 
after three weeks of travel by way of the Erie 
Canal and Great Lakes. Mrs. Webber who was 
then a maiden of fifteen summers, graphically tells 
of the trip and how they were landed from an old 
scow as there was then no pier. Mr. Bailey pur- 
chased eighty acres of wild land and in a little log 
cabin the family began life on the frontier. Every 
thing was wild and uncultivated, Indians still 
visited the neighborhood and prairie fires often 
struck terror to the hearts of the settlers. Mrs. 
Webber spent her girlhood days under the parental 
roof amid the wild scenes of frontier life. She 
taught in the schools of Raymond Township and 
fitted herself for this work largely through her 
own efforts. To her husband she has proved a 
valuable helpmate and isa lady well and favor- 
ably known throughout the community. Her 
father died in Clifton, Wis., June 11, 1866, and 
his wife passed away January 17, 1865. They are 
now sleeping side by side in Prescott Cemetery, 
where a beautiful monument marks their last resting 
place. He was a warm friend to education and 
had seven brothers, all of whom were school teach 
ers. Among the prominent citizens of this com- 
munity he was numbered and is well deserving of 
mention in this volume. 
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Mr. Webber cast cn first vote for Henry Clay | 


in 1844, and since voting for Fremont in 1856 has 
been a stalwart Republican. Without capital he 
began life, a young man's bright hope of the 
future and a determination to succeed being his 
stock in trade. The energy, industry and good 
management which have characterized his efforts 
have won him success and secured him a good 
competence. 


F 


G 8} EORGE GORTON, deceased, late a promi- 
nent manufacturer of Racine, was born in 
Rochdale, Lancastershire, England, on 
herean day of 1825, and was a son of James 
and Betty Gorton. The subject of this sketch was 
educated in his native country and served a term 
of apprenticeship with an apothecary. In 1850, 
he emigrated from England to America and took 
up his residence in Southport, now Kenosha, where 
he engaged as a drug clerk with Mr. Robinson. 
About a year later he came to Racine and formed 
a partnership with Philip Thorpe in the drug 
and grocery business. 

It was not long after this that Mr. Gorton was 
united in marriage in Lake County, III., to Miss 
Ann Buffham, the wedding being celebrated on 
the 6th of July, 1854. The lady was born in 
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His connection with Mr. Thorpe, Mr. Gorton con- 
tinued until Jannary, 1864, when he sold out and 
soon after his marriage, he returned the following 
spring with his family to bis old home in England, 
where he spent a year and a half and then again 
came to America, locating once more in Racine, 
Shortly afterward he engaged in the paint, oil and 
paper trade in this city in company with his 


| brother-in-law, William S. Buffham, under the firm 


) name of Gorton & Buffham. 


‘ot long afterward 


| he made a loan of a considerable amount of money 
| to the Racine Basket Manufacturing Company and 
| on the failure of the parties to make payment, he 


Rochdale, Lancastersmre, England, and with her | 


parents, William and Eliza Buffham, came to Amer- 
ica in October, 1850, locating in Lake county, Ill. 
She was called to her final rest in October, 1862, 
leaving three children, daughters, Minnie, Eliza 
and Annie. Eliza has since died, her death hav- 
ing occurred May 12, 1889. Mr. Gorton was again 
married on the 9th of May, 1864, his second union 
being with Miss Lizzie Buffham, a younger sister 
of his first wife. She, too, was born in Rochdale. 
Lancastershire, England, and with her family came 
to America in 1850. By the second marriage 


were born three children, twosons and a daughter, 


George, Charles and Helen Dorothea. Mrs. Gor- 
ton's father died in Racine, in February, 1866, and 


her mother, who still survives, makes her home : 


with her daughter in Racine. 
31 


ona 


was obliged to buy up the establishment, which he 
did and then engaged in the manufacture of bas- 
kets. He made substantial improvements in the 
plant and was doing a good business, when in 1878. 
the works were destroyed by fire. With character- 
istic energy, Mr. Gorton immediately rebuilt the 
factory of brick and stone, enlarging it and put in 
improved machinery. He conducted the business 
successfully until his death, when the family suc- 


| ceeded to the business, which is now being managed 


by his sons. 

In politics Mr. Gorton was an earnest Republi- 
can, and warm advocate of the party principles, but 
never sought or desired public office. He attended 
the Baptist church with his family and while in 
Engiand was a leading worker in the Sunday- 
schools. His widow, the eldest daughter and two 
sons are members of the First Baptist Church of 
Racine. A man of great tenacity of purpose, Mr. 
Gorton was industrivus and painstaking in every- 
thing he undertook. He possessed superior business 
ability and unquestioned integrity and was liberal 
and public-spirited. By his energy and enterprise 
he built up an important industry of Racine which 
since his death has been ably managed and exten- 
ded in its proportions under the care of his sons. 
A brief description of the works erected by Mr. 
Gorton will not be inappropriate in this place. 

The Racine Basket Manufacturing Company 
stands first in line of its manufacture. The plant 
consists of substantial brick buildings, equipped by 
the best of special machinery, built by the firm in 
their own machine shop. A better idea of their 
capacity may be obtained from a description of the 
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buildings oceupied. These consist of a machine 
room 60 x 80 feet; bending room, 65 x 75 feet; 
cutting machine room, 112 x 50 feet; nailing room, 
115 x 50 feet; stock room, 115 x 50 feet; two 
shipping rooms 120 x 80 feet, besides a storage capa- 
city of 359,000 cubic feet, where are kept a full line 
of every style of baskets so that an order forany size 
in any quantity may be filled without delay. In the 
cutting room is a cutting machine which does the 
finest work of anything in its line in existence; 
also veneer machines of various sizes and other 
machines used on this class of work. The supplies 
to these machines are all handied by a five ton 
power traveling train running the full length of 
the building, so that no time is wasted in hand- 
ling the heaviest timbers. This department turns 
out the finest veneering ever manufactured. The 
factory makes an endless variety of baskets (over 
four hundred different sizes and styles) both splint 
and rattan, with an average daily output of fifteen 
thousand baskets, besides an endiess number of 
berry boxes and other goods of this type, all of 
which are disposed of without a man on the road. 
It is no wonder that a “Racine basket should be 
recognized as the standard article of its line. 
During the season of 1891, the daily output was 
fifteen thousand baskets and forty thousand berry 
boxes and crates and the average force employed 
numbered two hundred. 
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/_ ENRY B. ROBERTS, who is now living a 
) retired life in the village of Frankville, is 
numbered among the pioneer settlers of 
y the county, having for more than a half a 
century made his home in Racine County. With 
its history he bas been prominently identified and 
his name is inseparabiy connected with the record 
of its growth and upbuilding.- He was a leading 
business man, who by his industry and ability won 
Tor himself a competence which now enables him 
to live a retired life. 
Mr. Roberts claims New York as the State of his 
nativity, his birth having occured in Wayne 
County, N. Y., April 4, 1816. He is the grandson 
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of a Revolutionary hero. His grandfather Free- 
love entered the Colonial service at the age. of 
seventeen years and became a Lieutenant in Wash- 
ington’s Life Guard. He died in Vermont. 
George B. Roberts, the father of our subject, was 
a native of Connecticut, in which State he grew 
to manhood and was educated. He married Eli- 
zabeth Shelton, afterwards removed to Vermont 
and later to Western New York. By trade he was 
a ship carpenter and builder. The year 1838 
witnessed his emigration to Wisconsin and in 
Caledonia Township, a mile east of Frankville, he 
settled upon a farm where he spent the remainder 
of his life, dying at the age of ninety-two years. 
Mis death occured about eighteen years ago. His 
wife had passed away several years previous. 
They were parents of two sons and a daughter— 
Elizabeth, who died at Stevens Point; George F., 
who died in Frankville about ten years ago; and 
Henry B. of this sketch. 

Our subject is the youngest of the family. His 
early life passed uneventfully in the usual manner 
in which farmer lads spend their time and he 
remained in bis native State until he had attained 
his majority. He acquired his education in the 
district schools and afterwards learned the car- 
penter’s and joiner’s trade. He came West in 
1837, spent a year in Michigan and then came 
again to this State with his parents, his father liv- 
ing with him. Purchasing land from the Govern- 
ment he engaged both in general farming and in 
carpenter work and many of the buildings in this 
neighborhood stand as monuments to his skill and 
enterprise. From the raw land he developed a good 
farm and by his industrious efforis and persever- 
ance acquired a handsome property which now 
enables him to live a retired life. In 1885 he 
removed to Frankville, where he has since made 
his bome. He has a handsome residence and is 
surrounded with many of the comforts and 
luxuries of life. 

Mr. Roberts has been four times married. He 
first wedded Sallie Acker and unto them was born 
one child—George H., who is now a farmer of 
Minnesota. His second union was with Miss 
Reynolds and they had three children—-Delos, 
Jerome and Charles H., all of whom are now 
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Pe In 1882, be was joined in wedlock 
with Mrs. Gilbert Adams, who by her former 


farmer of Caledonia Township. Mrs. Roberts was 
born oy Long Island and is a daughter of George 
and Abigail (Wells) Parshall, both of whom died 
on Long Island. The mother with her family re- 
moved to Seneca County, N. Y., where Mrs. 
Roberts married Gilbert Adams. In 1845 they 
came to this county, becoming one of the early 
families of the neighborhood. 

As before stated, Mr. Roberts is prominently 
connected with the early bistory of this commun- 
ity. He owned the first team of horses in the 
neighborhood and has always paid a great deal of 
attention to the breeding of fine horses. He was 
among the first to import them to this county. 
He is a great lover and one of the best judges of 


l 
i 
| 


the summer season. 


| jority began life for himself. 
marriage had one son, Terrey T. Adams, now a | 


Sa 


to manhood and when he had attained his ma- 
His educational ad- 
vantages were very limited as he had the privi- 
lege of attending school only in the winter 
months for bis services were needed at home in 
In the year 1830, he left the 


' Green Mountain State and removed to New York, 


borses in this community and has owned a number | 


of fine animals. In polities Mr. Roberts has been 


a life long Democrat and his first vote was cast | 


for Martin Van Buren when about nineteen years 
of age. He is a man of good business ability, 


| there developed he has since made his home, 


sagacious and far-sighted and by his fair and honest | 


dealings in all the relations of life has won the 
confidence and regard of all with whom he has 
come in contact. 


O 


PF PHADDEUS EARLE, one of the oldest pio- 
y, Beers and most respected citizens of Roches- 
FY ter Township, Racine County, his home 
being on section 6, where he owns a farm of two 
hundred acres, was born in the village of West- 
ford, Chittenden County, Vt., December 4, 1509, 


His father, Calvin Earle, was a native of Massa- | 


chusetts, and was of English extraction. He mar- 
ried Eunice Whipple, and unto them was born a 
family of nine children, the eldest of whom is 
Thaddeus; Eunice and Calvin are both deceased; 
Jonathan A. is the next younger; Silas is an emi- 
nent physician; Moses is engaged in farming; Har- 
riet and Marietta, twins, are both now deceased: 
and John H. completes the number. 


Under the parental roof our subject was reared | 


where he engaged in the Jumber business for four 
years. At the expiration of that time he deter- 
mived to make his home in the West, and in 
1834 went to Michigan, locating in Cass County, 
where he purchased two hundred and forty acres 
of Government land at the usual price of $1.25 
per acre. For two years he made his home 
thereon and then sold out, after which he made 
an overland trip to Racine County, Wis. The 
year 1436 witnessed his arrival here, and he is 
classed among its earliest settlers. In Rochester 
Township he purchased a quarter-section of Gov- 
ernment land on section 6, the purchase price 
being $1.25 per acre, and upon the farm which he 
Not 
had been turned or an improvement 
had been made, but with characteristic energy 
Mr. Karle began the transformation of the wild 
land into rich and fertile fields. He now owns a 
valuable farm of two hundred acres under a high 
state of cultivation and well improved. When 
he located here bis was the only cabin between 
Honey Creek and Rochester, which fact indicates 
to some extent the unsettled condition of the 
country at that time. 

In 1843 Mr. Earl was united in marriage with 
Miss Saral Jones, and unto them have been born 


a furrow 


four children— John, who is a resident farmer of 


Rochester Township; Lyman, who was educated 
at Beloit and Lawrence University, engaged in 
teaching for several years in Union Grove, for 
two years was Superintendent of the schools of 
Racine County, and gained an enviable reputa- 
tion as an instructor; Eunice, wife of J. H. Lewis; 


| and Harriet. who was also a successful teacher in 


Racine County 
ing in Kansas. 

Mr. Earle has been honored with a number of 
local offices and has long been classed among the 
leading men of the community. With the his- 


for several years, but is now liv- 
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tory of the county in the carly days he was promi- 
nently connected and ever bore his share in the 
work of upbuilding and progress. He was one of 
three commissioners who laid out the roads in 
Rochester and Waterford ‘Townships, continued 
to serve as Road Supervisor for several years and 
was also Justice of the Peace for a number of 
years. In politics he is a stanch Republican and 
is a faithful member of the Methodist Church. 
Mr. Earle is now in his declining years and is prac- 
tically living retired after a long and well-spent 
life. He has the confidence of his neighbors and 
the warm regard of many friends who esteem him 
highly for his sterling worth. 
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¡OHN PUGH DAVIES, of Racine, is a repre- 
sentative of one of the early Welsh fami- 
lies of the city. His father, William J. P. 
Davies, was born in 1819, in Caernarvon- 
shire, Wales, where he grew to manhood and ac- 
quired a common-school education. In 1843, he 
bade good-by to his old home and sailed from his 
native land to America, being the only one of his 
family tocross the ocean. He came direct to Racine 
and in the city made his home until his death 
which occurred April 12, 1871. He devoted his 
energies to various occupations until he learned to 
operate a stationary engine and the last seventeen 
years of his life he ran an engine at the round 
house. 

William Davies’ marriage with Miss Ann Pugh 
was celebrated in Racine in May, 1850. The lady 
was born in Merionethshire, Wales, in October, 
1826, and ís a daughter of Arthur and Margaret 
(James) Pugh, who were natives of the same 
county and were among those who emigrated from 
Wales to Racine in 1843. In the city where they 
located Arthur Pugh and his wife spent their last 
days, the mother being fifty-three years of age at 
the time of her death, while the father reached his 
seventy-ninth year. Both were active members of 
the Methodist Church and were highly respected 
people. They had eleven children, five of whom 
are yet living and are mentioned elsewhere in this 


| 
| 
| 
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volume. Mrs. Davies now resides with her son 
whose name heads this sketch. She is a lady highly 
esteemed and is a member of the Congregational 
Church. 

Our subject was an only son, but he had three 
sisters, He was the second in order of birth and 
on January 31, 1853, he first opened his eyes to 
the light of day in Racine. During his boyhood 
he completed a course of study in the public and 
High, School of his native city, after which he 
began to learn telegraphy in the Western Union 
office, there keeping books at the same time. 
Though only sixteen years of age, he applied him- 
self so diligently that he soon mastered the busi- 
ness and for three years was employed as operator 
at Racine, resigning to accepta position in Chicago. 
A year later he returned to his native city and 
served as operator for the Western Union until 
the panic of 1873 caused him to be laid off. Sub- 
sequently he was made cashier of the Racine office, 
which position he filled for eight years,a fact 
which attests his faithful performance of duty and 
the trust reposed in him by his employers, In the 
meantime he also carried on the transfer business 
and on leaving the Western Union he held the 
position of book-keeper for the Fish Brothers 
Wagon Company for several months. About this 
time a Swede by the name of Jens Jenson was 
running a blacksmith shop and doing an insigni- 
ficant business in manufacturing from maleable 
iron. Being financially embarrassed, the business 
was on the verge of a collapse when Mr. Davies 
joined him as a partner, bringing the capital which 
he had saved into the business. In 1884, the Jen- 
son Manufacturing Company was organized with 
Mr. Jenson as President, but under his manage- 
ment the enterprise proved non-dividend-paying, 
hence re-organization took place January 22, 1887. 
Since that time Mr. Davies has been Secretary, 
Treasurer and manager. The business has in- 
creased four-fold and is now one of the substantial 
manufacturing industries of Racine, giving em- 
ployment to one hundred and eighty hands, In 
1891 the Superior Malleable Iron Company of South 
Superior, Wis., was established, the capacity of the 
plant being about the same as the one above re- 
ferred to and of this Mr. Davies is President. 


Our subject has been twice married. In 1884 

he wedded Miss Cora Crane who lived but ten 
“months. On September 17, 1889, he was united in 
marriage with Miss Lillie, daughter of D. Case and 
unto them has been born a son, John Pugh Jr. 

In politics Mr. Davies is a Republican but has 
taken no very active part in political affairs, pre- 
ferring to devote his entire attention to his busi- 
ness interests. Socially he is a Thirty-second De- 
gree Mason, belongs to Racine Lodge, No. 18, 
A. F. & A. M.; Orient Chapter, No. 12, R. A. M.; 
Racine Commandery, No. 7, K. T., of which he is 
Past Eminent Commander; and Wisconsin Con- 
sistory of Milwaukee. He also holds membership 
with the Modern Woodmen. In business circles 
Mr. Davies is well and favorably known and is a 
member of the Board of Directors of the Business 
Men's Association of Racine. He is deserving of 
special credit as a young man who started in life 
without a doilar but by untiring industry, perse- 
verance and excellent management has worked his 
way up to the head of a good business. 
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E IRAM E. BLACKMON, who 1s engaged in 
; general farming and also extensively carries 
on the dairy business, on section 26, Som- 
ers Township, is one of the highly respected 
citizens of Kenosha County, who deserves repre- 
sentation among its leading agriculturists. A na- 
tive of the Empire State, he was born in Erie 
County, May 2, 1842, and is a son of Eleazer and 
Elmira Blackmon. His father was born about 1799, 
and his mother was also a native of New York. 
Locating in Erie County, N. Y., Mr. Blackmon en- 
gaged in farming and lumbering, there residing 
until his death, which occurred in 1859. [lis wife 
passed away about 1845, after which Mr. Black- 
mon again married, his second wife surviving him 
some years. In their family were two sòns and 
three daughters, who grew to mature years, and 
another son died at about the age of twelve. 
Our subject was the fourth in order of birth, and 
is now the only surviving brother. The days of 
his boyhood and youth were spent in Erie County, 
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where he acquired his education. After attending 
the common schools, he was for some time a stu- 
dent in Lima Seminary, and then took a commer- 
cial course of study in Buffalo, N. Y. Subse- 
quently he went to Brooklyn, N. Y., and engaged 
in teaching, in Bryant and Stratton's Commercial 
College of that city for nearly one year. Wenext 
find Mr. Blackmon among the oil regions in Penn- 
sylvania. He accepted a position as book-keeper 
at Petroleum Center, and for eight years was em- 
ployed, during which time he served for four years 
as Postmaster at that place, being appointed to the 
position by President Lincoln. Turning his at- 
tention to other pursuits, he then embarked in the 
hardware business, which he carried on for about 
three years. Selling out in the spring of 1871, 
Mr. Blackmon then came to Wisconsin, locating 
in Kenosha County in 1872, where he bought a 
farm, the same upon which he yet resides, and 
turned his attention to agriculture. He now owns 
one hundred and sixty acres of arable land, the 
greater part of which is under a high state of cul- 
tivation and well-improved, and his farm, which 
is a desirable piece of property, is pleasantly lo- 
cated about three miles from Kenosha. in con- 
nection with general farming, Mr. Blackmon also 
engages quite extensively in the dairy business, 
which he has carried on since 1886. He now has 
on hand about thirty-five milch cows and a ready 
market is found for the products of his dairy. 

While at Petroleum Center, Pa., on the 11th of 
October, 1886, our subject was joined in wedlock 
with Mary Hart, daughter of William P. Hart,and 
a native of Massilion, Stark County, Ohio, where 
she was reared and educated, and where her father 
engaged in the machine business, By their union 
has been born four sons: Frank Willard and John 
Morris, both of whom aid their father in the culti 
vation of the home farm; Hiram Clarence who is 
yet attending school; and one son died in infancy, 
William H. 

In local politics Mr. Blackmon is independent, 
voting for the man of his choice, regardless of 
party afliliations, but on questions of national im- 
portance he is a stalwart Republican. For about 
twenty years he has now resided in Kenosha 
County, during which time he has become welland 
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favorably known throughout the community. He 
is regarded as a man of sterling worth, whose un- 
tarnished character entitles him to universal con- 
fidence and the esteem of all. 
has prospered, being now numbered among the 
well-to-do farmers of Somers Township. 


> DGAR A. JENKS, a well-known contractor 
e and builder of Racine, has the honor of | 
1 | 


being a native of the city. His father, W. 
H. Jenks, whose sketch appears on another page 
of this volume, is one of the early settlers of the 
county. Our subject was born November 20, 1852 


In his business he | 


and in his youth attended the public school where 


he acquired a good education and was. thereby 
fitted for the practical duties of life, His trade 
a carpenter he learned with his father, working 
with him until eigbtecn years of age when 
commenced contracting and building for himself. 
In 1871, he went to Michigan and engaged as fore- 
man fora building firm, in Batile Creek for two 
years, at the end of which time he decided to re- 
turn to his native city and has since been number- 
ed among the business men of Racine. Many of 
the business houses and some of the fine residences 
with which the city abounds display the architec- 
tural and mechanical ingenuity of Mr. Jenks. In 
the summer of 1891, he made a contract with the 
Malleable Iron Company to erect an extensive build- 
ing for that firm in Superior. He is considered an 
excellent workman and has the reputation 
faithfully performing whatever he promises. 

Mr. Jenks has been twice married. 
of December, 1879, he wedded Miss Minnie Ander- 
son, daughter of Peter Anderson of this city. She 
was born in New York City but was reared and 
educated in Racine. A most estimable lady, she 
had many friends and her death, which occurred 
June 3d, 1882, was deeply lamented. Mr. Jenks 
was again marricd November 24, 1884, to Miss 
Ella Anderson, sister of his former wife, being the 
lady of his choice. She too was born in New York 
but has spent the greater part of her life in Racine. 


of | 


he | 


for | 


On the 4th | 
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By the second union have been born two children 
a son and daughter, Edna and William H., the 
latter named after his paternal grandfather. 

E. A. Jenks is well known as a contractor and 
builder and receives a liberal patronage from the 
public which he well deserves as he is an expert 
workman who fulfills his contract to the letter. 
Many buildings in Racine standas monuments to 
his thriftand enterprise. Asa citizen he is pub- 
lic-spirited and progressive, manifesting an in- 
terest in all that pertains to the welfare of the 
community, and his sterling worth and integrity 
have won him universal regard. Ile is deserving of 
favorable mention in this volume. 


> EAN < 


f wi RANCIS A. BRODSKY, M. D., who is en- 
Ho gaged in the practice of medicine in Racine, 
was born in New York City, September 17, 
1861, and is of Bohemian (Austrian) lineage. His 
parents, Frank and Elizabeth (Kohout) Brodsky, 
were both natives of Bohemia (Austria) and emi- 
grated to America in 1851, making their home in 
New York City. The father of our subject fol- 
lowed the sea as cooper of a whaler, and in the 
couse of six years visited the principal countries of 
both hemispheres. In 1889, he removed with his 
family to Racine, where he now resides, 

The subject of this sketch received his primary 
education in the schools of his native city, and of 
Columbia College, from whence he was graduated 
in the Class of 80. Four years later he was 
graduated from the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons, a department of Columbia College, and 
entered upon the practice of his profession in that 
city. In 1871, when ten years of age, he accom- 
panied his mother to Europe. He entered the 
Bohemian University in Prague when twelve 
years old as protege of Profs. Breisky and Weis,and 


| after taRing a classical and medical course, at his 


bi-annual visits was graduated at the age of twenty- 
four from clinical departments. 

On the 16th of May, 1884, Dr. Brodsky was 
married in New York, to Miss Jennie E. Toepfer, 
a daughter of William Toepfer, of Milwaukee, 


Wis., and a native of that city. The Doctor con- 
tinued in practice in New York until 1887, when 
he removed with his family to Racine, Wis., which 
has since been his home and where he has built up 
a large and lucrative practice, On Mrs. Brodsky's 
health being seriously impaired, her husband went 
with her to Europe in the hopes of improving it 
by a sea voyage and change of climate, but all in 
vain, the flame of life continued to burn lower 
and lower and at last flickered and went out. 
She died at Gorbersdorf, Ireland, on the 26th of 
July, 1890, leaving two children, daughters, Bertha 
and Jennie, the former born in New York and the 
latter in Racine. After death Dr. 
Brodsky returned to the United States and re- 
sumed practice in this city. His present wife was 
in her maidenhood, Miss Dora Rechling, a native 
of Germany, and a daughter of Herman and Eliza- 
beth Rechling. 

The Doctor is a Republican in politics, and is a 
member of the Odd Fellows’ order and of the 
Bohemian Society, C. 8. P. S. He also 
membership with the American and Wisconsin 
State Medical Society, and is recognized as a 
thoroughly educated physician, experienced in his 


his wife's 


holds 


profession and possessed of superior skill and 
ability, both in the practice of medicine and 
surgery. Although he has resided in Racine for 
but a few short years, he has succeeded in building 
up a successful practice, which he richly merits. 
tHe has also many warm friends among the citi- 
zens owing to his gentlemanly deportment, pleas- 
ing manner and conversational powers. 


AZARES o 


RANK O. KILPATRICK, one of the wide 

) awake and enterprising young farmers of 
1 Rochester Township, Racine County, resides 
on section 4, where he has a fine home and valuable 
farm of hundred eighty-two acres. A native of Ohio, 
he was bornin GuernseyCo., on the 5th of May,1862. 
His father, William Kilpatrick, was born on the 
Emerald Isle in 1826,and was of Scottish descent. 
In 1861, he was joined in wedlock with Miss Sarah 
Owens, who was born in Ireland in 1833, but was 
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of Welsh extraction. Immediately after their 
marriage, Mr. Kilpatrick brought his bride to this 
country, they landing at Castle Garden, N. Y., 
from whence they went to Ohio, and for thirteen 
years were residents of Guernsey County, at the 
expiration of which time they came to Wisconsin 
and located in Waukesha County. Mr. Kilpatrick 
had a capital of only %200 when he came to the 
United States, but he has been very successful in 
all of his business undertakings and is now num- 
bered among the wealthy citizens of Rochester. 
Farming has been his life work and he followed it 
in pursuit of fortune until the fickle goddess 
rewarded him with a handsome competence. At 
length he laid aside all business cares, left his farm 
and removed to Rochester, where he is now living 
a retired life in the enjoyment of the fruits of 
the toil of his former years. In politics he is a 
Republican and in religious faith a Presbyterian. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Kilpatrick were born four 
children, all sons, and the family circle yet remains 
unbroken. James, the eldest, is a resident farmer 
of Rochester Township; Frank, whose name heads 
this sketch, is the second in order of birth; Henry 
is engaged in agricultural pursuits in Rochester 
Township; and William who was graduated from 
the Normal College of Valparaiso, Ind., is now a 
successful school teacher. He is also the youngest 
of the brothers. 

Under the parental roof, our subject was reared 
to minhood and to his father gave the benefit of 
his labors until eighteen years of age, when he 
begun doing business for himself, working the old 
homestead on the shares. Thus was he employed 
until his marriage which was celebrated on the 
14th of November, 1889. The lady who then 
became Mrs. Kilpatrick was in her maidenhood 
Miss Josephine Kier, one of Racine County’s 
daughters. She was born on the 3d of April, 1866, 
and is a daughter of A. L.and Elizabeth (Drought) 
Kier, the former of Danish descent, while the 
latter comes of Irish parentage. Unto Mr. and 
Mrs. Kilpatrick has been born two children, 
Florence, born on the 7th of November, 1890; 
Mabel J., born Feb. 16., 1892. 

The parents are both members of the Congrega- 
tional Church of Rochester and in politics our 
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subject is a Prohibitionist. They have a beautiful 
home and their pleasant residence is situated in 
the midst of a highly improved faim, one hundred 
and eighty-two acres in extent. There are seen all 
of the accessories found on a model farm of the 
nineteenth century, including good buildings and 
the latest improved machinery, The neat appear- 
ance of the place indicates the thrift and enter- 
prise of the owner who is classed among the 
progressive and respected agriculturists of Ro- 
chester Township. 


OUN M. ROBERTS, an enterprising farmer 

of Caledonia Township, residing on section 

32, is a representative of one of the early 
4 


families of Racine County. He has made 
agriculture his life work and in his business un- 
dertakings has been very successful, being now 
the owner of one of the finest farms in this local- 
ity. Broad acres pay tribute to the care and culti- 
vation bestowed upon them and the man y improve- 
ments upon the place all denote the thrift and 
enterprise of the owner. 

Mr. Roberts is a native of North Wales. He was 
born on the 22d of May, 1828, and is a son of 
John P. Roberts, who was born in February, 1798, 
and died in 1891, at the advanced age of ninety- 
three years. He was reared upon a farm in Wales 
and acquired his education in London. He was 
engaged in agricultural pursuits in his native land 
and in Wales was married November 25, 1826, to 
Margaret Richards. The dates above given are all 
obtained from an old bible, two hundred and 
seventy-one years old. Twelve children were born 
unto this worthy couple, eight of whom are yet 
living—Mrs. Elizabeth Williams, a resident of Cali- 
fornia; John M., the subject of this sketch; Mrs. 
Margaret Jones, of lowa; Mrs. Winnie Green, of 
Minnesota; David, who is also living in Califor- 
nia; Catherine, a resident of the same State; Jane, 


whose home is in Minneapolis; Mrs. Matilda Jones, | 


of Waukesha, Wis.; Ellis, who is living on the old 
homestead in Dodge County; and Robert, who is 
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a resident of the same county. In 1850, the father 
emigrated with his family to America, settling 
first in Utiea, N. Y., where the mother died. He 
then came on with his children to Wisconsin and 
spent three years in Raymond Township, Racine 
County, after which he removed to Dodge County 
and purchased a tract of wild land upon which he 
resided until his death, which occurred on the 27th 
of January, 1891. In connection with general 
farming he carried on quite a business asa cattle- 
dealer and became owner of three hundred acres of 
land. He was quite well-to-do at the time of his 
death. ‘Throughout his life he was a supporter of 
Republican principles and was a member of the 
Welsh Presbyterian Church, to which his family 
also belongs. After the death of his first wife he 
married Mrs. Lewis, of Waukesha and the son, 
Robert, was born of their union. 

Our subject remained in his native land until he 
had attained his majority, and after coming to this 
country, in connection with his uncle, purchased 
a farm of one hundred and fifteen acres on section 
32, Caledonia Township, his present home. It was 
then in its primitive condition, but the wild tract 
was soon transformed into a good farm, well- 
improved with all the necessary buildings. As 
time passed by and his financial recources were in- 
creased he extended the boundaries of his farm 
until at one time it comprised four hundred acres. 
By industry, good management and perseverance 
he has acquired a handsome competence, and is 
numbered among the wealthy citizens of the com- 
munity. In addition to general farming he raises 
an excellent grade of horses and also good grades 
of cattle and ships milk to Milwaukee. 

In 1851, in Racine County, Mr. Roberts was 
joined in wedlock with Miss Mary Davis, a native 
of North Wales, who came to America two years 
after her husband crossed the Atlantic. Unto 
them have been born five children, who are yet 
living, and they have lost two—Margarct Jane is 
the wife of James Baker, a resident farmer of 
Raymond Township; Lewis married Fannie Ander- 
son, a native of New York, and operates the home 
farm, they have two sons—Frank L. and John A.; 
Mary A. is the wife of Grif Ellis, of Caledonia 
Township; John was drowned at the age of nine 
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years; Evan, who married Carrie Bailey, is a most 
succeessful veterinary surgeon, having graduated 
from the Chicago College; and David, who 1s a vet- 
erinary surgeon of Waukesha, has also gained con- 
siderable prominence in that line, and married 
Miss Mary Naoman, a native of Racine County; 
Ellis died at the age of fourteen The 
children were all born and reared on the old 
homestead and have become useful men and wo- 
men who do honor to the parents’ name. 

Since the organization of the party, Mr. Roberts 
has been a Republican and has often attended its 
con ventions. 


years. 


He is a worthy and valued citizen, 
public spirited and progressive and is respected by 
all who know him. His wife is also an estimable 
lady of superior intelligence, and few can quote 
from memory more passages from the bible than 
che. In a log cabin this worthy couple began 
their domestic life, living in true pioneer style, 
but now they have a comfortable and commodi- 
ous brick residence and upon its walls hangs a pic- 
ture of the old cabin home, where many happy 
days were passed. Prosperity has smiled upon 
their united efforts, and they are now enabled to 
surround themselves with the comforts and many 
of the luxuries of life. 


— — 
SS Bi 


jim Williamstown, Vit., on the 2d of July, 
1840, and was a son of George D. and 
Louisa (Olds) Fellows. His was an old 

New Engiand family on both sides, originally from 
Connecticut, where they had settled prior to the 
War of the Revolution. In the fall of 1840, while 
the subject of this sketch was but an infant, his 
parents emigrated from Vermont to Wisconsin by 
team, bringing him with them, and settled in 
Racine, where Mr. Fellows, Sr.. had been a resident 
for two or three years previous. He had built a 
bridge and dock and ran a saw-mill, owned some 
vessels and bought and shipped wood to Chicago. 
His death occurred February 26, 1557, at the age 
of forty-four years, six months and twenty-four 
days. His estimable wife survived him only about 
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two years, passing away on the 10th of April, 1859, 
aged forty-seven years and five months. Mr. 
Fellows was a Whig in politica in early life and 
joined the Republican party atits formation. When 
the city of Racine was incorporated in 1848, he 
was elected an Alderman and served as a member 
of its first council. His father, Adolphus Fellows, 
came to Racine with his family about the same 
time that his son did and died in this city on the 
29th of November, 1849, aged eighty-four years 
and six months. He was a native of New England 
and was a lad of eleven years when the War for 
Independence broke out. 

Harrison Fellows, the subject of this sketch, was 
reared and educated in the city of Racine and 
when nineteen years of age went as a seaman on 
the lakes, continuing to follow that life until 1873. 
He then embarked in the wood and coal business 
in company with a Mr. Higgie, who withdrew from 
the business some time later. The same year A. 
W. Cogswell became his partner and remained un- 
til the spring of 1854, but Mr. Fellows continued 
in that line of trade until his death. On the Ist 
of April, 1887, he departed this life at the age of 
forty-ix years and nine months. In addition to 
interests, he was interested in 
shipping and was two-thirds owner of the schooner, 


his other business 


“Z. G. Simmons, ', also owned half of the schooner, 
“J. B. Newland” and was sole owner of the seow, 
Forest.“ He was also owner of the scow, “Sea 
Star, which was lost prior to his death and was 
without insurance. E 

On the Ist of August, 1861, in Kacine, Mr. 
Fellows married Miss Jane M., daughter of Frank 
and Mary (McQueen) Higgie. The lady was born 
ín Newbury, Scotland, and when but five years of 
age emigrated to America with her parents, the 
family settling in Kenosha, Wis, from whence 
three years later they came to Kacine. Her father 
who was a sailor and vessel owner, died September 
16, 1859. Her mother had died September 5, 1852, 
only four years after coming to America. Three 
children—two daughters and a son were born to 
Mr.and Mrs. Fellows. Viola Jane, the eldext, married 
June 20, 188%, James Kent, of Racine, and has a 
son, Wm. Harrison; Harrison A., who was born in 
this city August 22, 1565, and educated in the 
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1888, to Miss Augusta Majewske, by whom he has | 


two daughters, Alice Louise and Edith Irene. On 
the death of his father in 1887, Harrison A. suc- 
ceeded to the business and in the spring of 1888, 
by purchase, admitted George S. Bliss to an equal 
partnership under the firm name of Fellows & Bliss, 
dealers in wood and coal, which connection has 
continued until the present time. In politics he 
is a Republican. Plennie Louise, the youngest 
child of our subject resides with her mother. 

Mrs. Fellows and her daughter, Viola are mem- 
bers of the Congregational Church. Mr. Fellows 
was reared under the auspices of the Methodist 
Church but did not atliliate with any denomina- 
tion. Socially he was a member of Racine Lodge, 
No. 8, I. O. O. F., and was a consistent Republican 
in his course and politics. In all his business re- 
lations he was respected aud esteemed for his up- 
right and manly ways and his integrity was above 
reproach. He died in the prime of life lamented 
by alarge circle of warm friends. 
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PSHE 
A; Wis., is the youngest financial institution of 
tue city, yet is one of the strongest. It was 
organized November 7, 1881, with a capital 
of $100,000, which was subsequently increased to 


UNION NATIONAL BANK, of Racine, 


$150,000, which, with a surplus of $75,000 makes | 


the Union National one of the substantial banks of 
the State. The first president was Henry Mitchell 
and the first cashier, E. B. Kilbourn. The first 


board of directors cònsisted of the following | 


named gentlemen: A. Fixen, J. C. Lukes, Charles 
Herrick, James R. Slauson, E. B. Kilbourn, Henry 
Mitchell, H. W. Hurlbut, H. E. Smieding and T. G. 
Fish. 

For some two years after the organization the 
bank had a precarious existence, but since the clec- 
tion of the present officers on the 7th of March, 
1883, it has enjoyed the people's confidence in a 
high degree. The present officers are O. R. John- 
son, President; F. K. Buli, Acting-President; H. 


E. Smieding, Vice-President; E. C. Deane, Cashier. | 


: 
public schools, was married on the 10th of October, | The Board of Directors includes the above named 


gentlemen together with J. E. Dodge, W. T. Emer- 
son, J. W. Hurlbut, J. V. Quarles and G. A. Ricke- 
mann. A novel feature of this bank is the system 
of issuing certificates of deposits on the amounts of 
* and upwards, thus affording small depositors 
the advantages of a savings bank with the security 
of a National Bank. The success of the Union 
National Bank is an illustration of the triumph of 
business principles and courtesy. 
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| UDGE JOHN BRADLEY WINSLOW, As- 
sociate Justice of the Supreme Court of 
¡ Wisconsin, has made a record so exceptional 
— for one of his years that a sketch of his life 
is of more than passing interest. The time-worn 
adage, “Old men for council and young men for 
war,“ has proved to be unsound. Young men pos- 
sessed of vigorous thought and action are gaining 
places of the first rank in the world of science, art, 
education, theology, statescraft and law, Racine 
County has furnished a goodly number of talented 
young men, but none of whom she may more justly 
be proud than the well-known gentleman, whose 
name heads this sketch. 

Judge Winslow was born in Nunda, Livingston 
County, N. Y., October 4, 1851, and is the only 
son of Horatio G. and Emily (Bradiey) Winslow, 
a sketch of whom appears elsewhere in this vol- 
ume. He was but four years of age when the fam- 
ily moved to Racine. After attending the High 
School of that city, at the age of fourteen he en- 
tered the Racine College and was graduated in 
1871, with the degree of A. B. The following 
year he began to read law in the oflice of Judge 
E. O. Hand, and continued until 1873, when he 
became a clerk and student to the law firm of 
Fuller & Dyer, where he remained until Septem- 
ber, 1874. He then entered the law department of 
the State University, in Madison. Having gradu- 
ated from that institution in 1875, we find him 
at Racine again occupying the position of clerk in 
the office of Fuller & Harkness. Ill health caused 


the latter to withdraw from the firm and Judge 
Winslow was admitted to his place. In the year 
of 1876, the Democratic party made Mr. Winslow 
standard-bearer for the position of District Attor- 


ney, but the Republican majority was too strong to | 


be overcome. The following year the firm of 
Fuller & Winslow was dissolved by 
sent. 
elected City Attorney and re-elected in 1880, 
1881 and 1882, In the meantime he had formed 
a partnership in January, 1880, with Charles A. 
Bronson, now deceased, which connection con- 
tinued two years, when he became a partner of J. 


mutual con- 


V. Quarles, the distinguished attorney, now of | 


Milwaukee, which continued only a year, as Mr. 


Winslow was elected Circuit Judge of the First | 


Judiciai Circuit, comprising the counties of Racine, 
Kenosha and Walworth. So ably did he fill the 
position that in 1889 he was re-elected without op- 
position and continued to hold the office until his 
appointment to the Supreme Bench of the State, 
by Gov. Peck, in 1891. 

At Racine on the 19th of January, 1881, Judge 


Winslo~ wedded Miss Agnes Clancy, daughter of | 
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In the spring of 1879, Mr. Winslow was | 
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so we gladly present this record of his life to the 
readers of the Arsum. 

A native of the EmpireState, Mr. Jenks was 
born in Watertown, N. Y., April 28, 1824, The 
family is originally of English descent and was 
founded in America by three brothers of English 
birth who braved the dangers of an ocean voyage in 
the seventeenth century to make homes in the New 
World. Two of them settled in Virginia, the third 
in Rhode Island and the latter is the progenitor 
of the branch of the family to which our subject 
belongs. Bonner Jenks, the grandfather of Wil- 
liam II., was a soldier of the Revolution and 
fought throughout the entire war for American 
Independence. The father of our subject, Hon. 
Thomas Jenks, a native of Vermont, served in the 
War of 1812, and rose to the rank of Major. In 
an early day he removed to New York and became 


one of the pioneer settlers of Jefferson County. 


| erected in Jefferson County. 


Martin Clancy,and unto them have been born five | 


children, two sons and three daughters. In politi- 
cal sentiment he is a stanch Democrat, having cast 
his first vote for Horace Greeley. 

As a counsellor and advocate, Mr. Winslow has 
won a reputation that is far more than local, but it 


is as a judge of law that he has gained the greatest | 


celebrity. Of a judicial turn of mind and well 


versed in law, his decisionscarry with them weight | 


and respect. 


10003 ==- 


fierce H. JENKS, a contractor and 


* builder of Racine and Chairman of the | 
VW Board of Public Works, is not only deserv- | 


ing of mention in this volume because he is 
one of the leading business men of the city but 
also from the fact that he is one of its honored 
early settlers. For years he has been identified 
with the history and growth of Racine and none 


| 
| 
| 
| 


He was a millwright and contractor by trade and 
built the first mill—known as Smith’s mill—ever 
He continued to 
make his home in that county until 1865, when 
he removed to Walworth County, Wis., and in the 
home of a daughter spent his remaining days. He 
died at Spring Prairie in 1876, in the ninety-fifth 
year of his age. 

Our subject was the sixth in order of birthin a 
family of nine children, five sons and four daugh- 
ters, all of whom grew to mature years, while six 
are yet living. The eldest, Anna, is now the wife 
of Benjamin Weaver of Richland, N. Y.; Thomas 
C. is now living a retired life in Racine County ; 
William H. is the next younger; Lucy P. is the 
wife of Samuel Cary, of Franklin County, Ky.; C. 
P. resides in Howard City, Kan.; and Lydia A. is 
the wife of Myron A. Clark, of Spring Prairie, Wis. 
The deceased members of the family are James W. 
who was a soldier in the late war, as were also 
three of his sons. Hedied atFort Leavenworth, 
Kan., in 1864. David W., who for a number of 
years was a prominent contractor and builder in 
Illinois, died in 1845. 

The days of his boyhood and youth our subject 


spent in his parents’ home and in the Jefferson 
County Institute he acquired a good education. 
are more favorably known in this locality then he, | He learned the carpenter’s trade under the direc- 
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tion of his father and with him and an elder brother | 


worked for a number of years during the summer 
months, while in the winter he would engage in 
teaching school. Believing that the new and 
rapidly growing West would furnish a better field 
for his labors than the older and more thickly set- 
tled States of the East, he came to Racine, Wis., 
in April, 1850. Buying property, he made a per- 
manent location and has since been numbered 
among the leading citizens of the place. For forty 
years he has here engaged in business as a con- 
tractor and builder and many of the business houses 
and residences are his handiwork.’ A taste for the 
occupation seemed to be inherent with the family 
and Mr. Jenks is endowed with considerable me- 
chanical ability. His work is generally pleasing 
and he has therefore built up a good trade. 

Mr. Jenks had not been long in the city before 
his ability and talents in other directions were re- 
cognized and he has frequently been called upon 
to serve in position of public trust. [le was a 
member of the County Board of Supervisors for 
several terms, one of the building committee of the 
Insane Asylum, for two terms was City Assessor 
and also City Marshal. He has ever given the 
cause of education his hearty support and sym- 
pathy and the schools of the city have found in 
him a friend, while for twelve years he has oceu- 
pied a place upon the board of education. He 
was appointed chairman of the Board of Public 
Works in 1891, which position he now holds. 
Promptness and fidelity to duty have character- 
ized his official career and won him the support of 
ali concerned. 


On the 27th of June, 1852, in Racine, Mr. Jenks | 


was united in marriage with Miss Rachel Ann 
Dewey, who was born in Jefferson County, N. Y., 
and is a daughter of Amos Dewey. Three chil- 
dren were born of this union-Edgar A., who is rep- 
resented on another page of this work; Nel- 
lie, who died in the fall of 1888 at the age of thirty- 
two years; and William A. who is married and 
resides in Portland, Ore., where he carries on busi- 
ness as a contractor. 

Mrs. Jenks is a member of the Baptist Church. 
Mr. Jenks is a prominent member of the Odd Fel- 


1 


lows Society with which he has been connected for | 
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forty-two years and has filled all the chairs in the 
subordinate lodge and Encampment. As early as 
"59 he represented his lodge in the Grand Lodge and 
has served as District Deputy and as Grand Pat- 
riarch. Since an early day he has been an eye 
witness of the development and advancement made 
by the city and has ever borne his part in the 
work of progress. Among his friends he bears an 
unblemished character and is regarded as a man of 
sterling worth. 


EWIS WILLIAMS, one of the extensive 
(D land owners and stock dealers of Kenosha 

AY County, resides on section 29, Paris Town- 
ship. He is one of the most widely known of its 
citizens and is held in high regard by his many ac- 
quaintances. We feel assured that this record of 
his life will prove of interest to many of our 
readers and itis therefore with pleasure that we 
present it. 

Mr. Williams was born in Radnershire, Wales, 
April 27, 1820, and is a son of Lewis Williams 
who was born in the same country and was 
reared to farm life. In the spring of 1842, the 
father emigrated with his family from Liverpool 
to America, landing on the shores of the New 
World after a voyage of six weeks. Locating in 
Kenosha County he entered a quarter section of 
Government land, for which he paid the usual price 
of $1.25 per acre and as his financial resourses in- 
creased he also made other purchases. Believing 
that the Northwest would be rapidly developed he 
with wonderful foresight invested his capital in 
real estate. He spent most of his life in Paris 
Township, and aided in the erection of its schools 
and churches and the promotion of all interests 
calculated to benefit the community. He died in 
1873, having survived his wife several years. 

Mrs. Williams was a member of the Baptist 
Church and a lady whose excellencies of character 
won her the love of all. Of their four sons and 
two daughters, three are yet living— William, a 
farmer residing in Paris Township with his family; 
Lewis of this sketch and Daniel a farmer and 


stock-raiser who is married and also resides in Paris 
Township... Elizabeth was the wife of Richard 
Davis, a farmer of that township; Thomas and 
Sarah have also passed away. 

Lewis Williams, whose name heads this record 
was a young man of twenty-two years when he ac- 
companied his parents on their emigration to 
America. His school privileges were very limited 
but appreciating the advuntages of education he 
has done much toward the establishment of good 
schools in his community. His children he has 
provided with the best educational advantages, 
thus fitting them for the practical duties of life. 

The wife of Mr. Williams was in her maidenhood 
Miss Margaret A. Evans. She was a native of 
Wales and during her childhood crossed the Atlan- 
tic to America, The marriage was celebrated June 
4, 1852, and by this union have been born eight 
children, the eldest, of whom, Charlie, died at the 
age of ten years; Sarah, who attended the High 
School of Kenosha, is the wife of Gomer Rob- 
erts,a farmer of Paris Township, by whom she 
has two children-—Blanche and William G.; Frank 
died at the age of eight years; Julia died at the 
age of two years; Belle who was educated in the 
Kenosha High School, is the wife of Ernest Moe, 
an attorney at law of Milwaukee; L. C. who was 
educated in Ripon College and at Brandon, 
Wis., and wasalso a student of the law department 
of the State University of Ann Arbor, Mich., now 
devotes his energies to agriculture; Nellie N., who 
was educated in the Brandoa High School and in 
Burlington, Vt., and was a student in Evanston, 
III., has successfully taught for several years in this 
county; Margaret A., who was a student at the 
Northwestern University at Evanston and took a 
course in the Conservatory of Music is yet at home. 
The mother of this family was called to her final 
rest October 26, 1875, after a happy married life of 
twenty-three years and her remains were interred 
in the cemetery at Paris Corners, where a beauti- 
ful monument markes her last resting place, 

Mr. Williams is a stanch supporter of the Demo- 
cratic principles but has never been a politician in 
the sense of office seeking. He has served as Sup- 
ervisor of his townshipand has been officially con- 
nected with its schools, but has never sought poli- 
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tical preferment. His time and means however 
are liberally given for the advancement of enter- 
prises calculated to prove of benefit to the com- 
munity and for the promotion of the general wel- 
fare. His duties of citizenship are ever faithfully 
discharged and none are more worthy the esteem 
in which they are held than our subject. From a 
financial standpoint the career of Mr. Williams 
has also been one of marked success. After com- 
ing to America he worked by the month for $13 
but he was ambitious and industrious, and poss- 
essed good business ability so that he has worked 
his way steadily upward to wealth and affluence. 
His landed possessions now aggregate fourteen 
hundred and eighty-three acres and in connection 
with this he owns fine herds of cattle, his machin- 
ery is all of the latest improved style and the 
buildings there seen are such as are found on the 
model farm of the nineteenth century. His exam- 
ple is certainly worthy of emulation and may 
well serve to encourage young men, who, like him- 
self, have to begin life’s battle with the world 
empty-handed, depending only on their own exer- 
tions. To trickery or unfairness he has never 
resorted but by honest dealings has won his 
wealth and at the same time secured the confidence 
and regard of all with whom he has come in con- 
tact. 


K AEORGE H. BOOTH, who is extensively 
engaged in stock raising and is a large 
land owner of Salem Township, Kenosha 

County, residing on section 34, well deserves rep- 

resentation in this volume. His father, Lemuel 

Booth, was one of the honored pioneers of the 

county. The family is of English descent. He 

wedded Mary Ann Addington, and unto them 
were born five children, the eldest of whom is 

George H.; Addison, born October 3, 1833, died 

on the 7th of August, 1834; Lyman, born June 5, 

died February 16, 1836; and Andrew, born Au- 

gust 3, 1837, is now a retired farmer residing in 

the village of Salem; Lathrop died November 29, 

1888. 
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The father of this family was a carpenter and 
also carried on farming. He pursued the dual 
occupation in Oneida County, N. Y. until 1839, 
when he brought his family Westward, going by 
team to Buffalo, and thence by boat to Detroit, 
whence he drove through Michigan to Chi- 
cago and on to Kenosha County in the Territory 
of Wisconsin. Here he purchased three hundred 
and twenty acres of land on section 34, Salem 


at $1.25 per acre. He then carried on general 
farming until his death, which occurred September 


25, 1885, and his remains were interred in Lib- | 


erty Cemetery of Salem Township. In religious 
belief he was a Congregationalist, and ın politics 


was a Republican, and served as Township As- | 
His wife survived him about nine months 


sessor. 
and passed away on the 17th of July, 1886. 


Our subject began his education in a private 
school held in the house of Mrs. Louisa Brown in | 
Salem Township, for in those early days no school | 


houses had yet been built. 


training at farm labor was more extensive than 
that he received in the school room. At the age 
of twenty-two he left the parental roof and started 
out in life for himself. It was not his intention 


to travel the journey alone,so he secured as a 


companion and helpmate Miss Ann Garland, 
daughter of Thomas and Jane (Marsh) Garland, 


who were natives of Dorsetshire, England, and | 
After 


crossed the Atlantic to America in 1844. 
a voyage of nine weeks they landed at Quebec 
City, and proceeding by way of Buffalo and the 
Great Lakes came to Kenosha County. Mr. Gar- 
land purchased a hundred and sixty acres of land 
on section 23, Salem Township, and to farming 
devoted his energies until his death. He died in 
the faith of the Methodist Church in 1849, His 
wife survived him some years and was called to 
her final rest in 1871. A family of ten children 
graced their union—Charles, now a ranchman of 
Colorado; William who died in infancy; Mary, 
wife of John Burhgette, a hotel keeper of Trevor, 
Wis.; George, who is engaged in agricultural pur- 
suits in Lancaster County, Neb.; William, a resi- 
dent of Lincoln, Neb.; Thomas who follows farm- 
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| sheep. 


Amid the wild scenes 
of pioneer life he was reared to manhood and his | 
1 


ing in Bristol Township, this County; Jane who 
died in infancy; Harriet, wife of James Walsh, a 
resident farmer of Lancaster County, Neb.; and 
Frank, who is living on the old homested in Salem 


| Township. 


Mr. Booth owns the farm on which his father 
first settled on coming to the county in 1839. It 
is one of the valuable places of the community 


and its neat appearance indicates the supervision 
Township, buying the same of the Government | 


of a careful manager. He carried on general 
farming until 1861, when he commenced buying 
and selling stock, dealing in horses and cattle, but 
now he devotes his attention to the feeding of 
He is a sagacious and far-sighted business 
man who by the exercise of correct business prin- 
ciples and fair and honest dealing has acquired a 
handsome property. He exercises his right of 
franchise in support of the Republican party. 


| general farming on section 17, Norway 

2' Township, Racine County, was born in the 
land of Norway, on the 2d of November, 1842. 
His father, Peter Jacobson, was born in 1801, and 
became a wagon-maker by trade, which business he 
followed in the old country. He there married 
Gunhilda Larson, a native of Norway, and a 
daughter of Hans Larson. The year 1844, wit- 
nessed his emigration to America, and in the 
month of August, he reached Milwaukee, locating 
in the town of Norway, Racine County. He pur- 
chased wild land and began the development of 
the farm on which our subject yet resides. His 
means then were very limited, and he bought only 
twenty acres. For a shorttime the family lived in 
a dug-out, which was an old Indian tomb, and 
there one son, John, was born. 

Mr. Jacobson not long afterward built a com- 
fortable log cabin, but much suffering and many 
hardships were borne by the family. For nearly 
the whole of the first year the father had the fever 
and ague, which prevailed to a considerable extent 
at that time. Having recovered his health, the 


C HARLES L. JACOBSON, whois engaged in 
\ 
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second year he bought more aid, aud with cease- 
less activity engaged in its cultivation. He built 
some of the first wagons in the county, but his 
principal attention was given to farming,in which 
he became quite successful. From time to time he 
extended the boundaries of his farm by additional 
purchases, and at his death was the owner of one 
hundred and forty acres which he had placed un- 
der a high state of cultivation. The log cabin had 
been replaced by a commodious residence, good 
barns and other outbuildings had been built and 
the improvements which added to the value of the 
place were many. 

For about two years Mr. Jacobson also kept a 
general merchandise store on his farm, and for 
twenty-five years was Postmaster at this place. He 
possessed excellent business ability, was a success- 
ful financier, and was held in high esteeın by all 
who knew him. He became active and prominent 
in the Lutheran Church, in which he served as 
Deacon for twenty-five years and to its support he 
contributed liberally, neither was his aid ever with- 
held from any enterprise calculated to promote the 
general welfare. The public schools found in him 
a friend for he believed that excellent educational 
advantages should be afforded the children. He 
died in June, 1880, at the age of eighty years and 
twenty days, and left behind him the memory of a 
well spent and honorable life. His wife survives 
him and resides with our subject. Although she 
is now eighty-four years of age, she is still enjoy- 
ing good health. 

In the family were six children—Hans, who is 
married and resides on the farm adjoining the old 
homestead; Charles L., of this sketclf; John P., a 
business man of St. Paul, Minn.; Andrina, wife of 
Rev. T. Larson, of Wurtemburg, Wis., a finely edu- 
cated man who has charge of the Indian school 
at that place; Caroline, wife of Hans A. Jacobson, 
of the town of Norway; and Bertha, wife of Louis 
Johnson, of Kandiyohi County, Minn. 

The subject of this sketch grew to manhood on 
the old homestead farm, and his educational ad- 
vantages were limited to those of the early public 
schools. He remained with his father on the farm 
until his death, and agriculture has been his chief 
occupation through life. In the early days of this 
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Wend he alos doga in hunting nd trapping, 
in this way capturing mink, musk rats and other 
animals valuable for their fur. He aided in open- 
ing up a new farm, and after the death of his fa- 
ther purchased the old homestead. He now owns 
two hundred and fifteen acres of fine land, having 
purchased seventy-five acres subsequently. This 
is in three divisions, one hundred and fifty acres 
lying in the home farm. It has been placed un- 
der a high state of cultivation, and its many im- 
provements and neat appearance indicate the at- 
tention of a careful manager, 

In 1868 Mr. Jacobson was joined in wedlock 
with Miss Sophia Wood, daughter of Christian 
Wood. She was born and reared in Norway, and 
died in 1877, leaving one son, Peter L., who is 
now learning the machinist’s trade in Milwaukee. 
In Norway Township, Mr. Jacobson was again 
married in February, 1879, his second union being 
with Minnie M. Engebretson, a native of Norway, 
and a daughter of Mathias Engebretson. Four 
children grace Pepe union — Sophia, Martin, Good- 
win and Amanda T., who died January 28, 1892. 

The parents are both members of the Lutheran 
Church, and their family holds a high position in 
the social world. In politics, Mr. Jacobson is a 
stalwart Republican, who never swerves in his alle- 
giance to that party. He has served as Supervisor 
for several terms, but has never been an office- 
seeker, preferring to devote his entire time and at- 
tention to his business interests, in which he has 
met with such excellent success. He isa man of 
unblemished character and sterling worth, whose 
every act is open and above board, and in him his 
fellow-townsmen place the utmost confidence. 


-— EAS - 


| BRAM GULICK, one of the self-made men 
and a well known agriculturist of Kenosha 


a | 


County, residing on section 34, Paris 
Township, deserves representation in this 
—— for in the lives of its inhabitants the his- 
tory of a county is told. He was born in Seneca 
County, N. Y., October 7, 1829, and is the young- 
est of three sons and seven daughters, although 
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only three are now living—Ann, wife of Milton 
Everetts, a painter by trade, residing in NewYork; 
and Catherine, a tailoress, of the Empire State. 
The father, Gilbert Gulick, was a native of New 
Jersey, and throughout his life followed the occu- 
pation of farming. After his marriage, he emi- 
grated to the Empire State, locating in Seneca 
County. In political sentiment, he was first an 
old-line Whig, and on its organization, joined the 
ranks of the Republican party. He served as a 
soldier throughout the War of 1812, and was 
stationed as guard on the New Jersey coast, after 
which he was given a land warrant in recognition 
of_his services. He and his wife were worthy and 
benevolent people. Her death occurred in 1853, 
and about 1863 Mr. Gulick was called to his final 
home. 

In the district schools of the neighborhood 
Abram Gulick acquired his education, and when a 
young man determined to make a home in the 
West. He came to Wisconsin on a prospecting 
tour in 1852, and in 1855 made a permanent loca- 
tion in Kenosha County. The country round was 
almost entirely unimproved, and Racine then con- 
tained only four thousand population. For a 
time he resided with his brother, C. M. Gulick, in 
Paris Township, after which he made a home for 
himself, further completing his arrangements by 
his marriage with Miss Malana Moe, their union 
being celebrated February 3, 1861. 

Mrs. Gulick is also a native of Seneca County, 
N. Y., and belongs to one of the honored pioneer 
families of Wisconsin. She is also descended from 
good old Revolutionary stock, her great-grand- 
fathers having served in the War for Independ- 
ence. Her great-grandmother Moe shared in the 
patriotism of her husband, and was also very 
bitter_against the Tories. On one occasion with a 
large shovel and tongs, which usually stood in the 
chimney corner, she fought back a band of the 
enemy from her doorway. ‘The utensils which she 
made the implements of warfare are still in the 
possession of Mrs. Moe, mother of Mrs. Gulick. 
The father of Mrs. Gulick was born in Cayuga 
County, N. Y., January 24, 1810, and died April 
26, 1878. He was an educated man, and engaged 
both in school teaching and in teaching music. In 


whatever community he resided he was a promi- 
nent citizen and took an active part in all public 
affairs. In April, 1842, accompanied by his fam- 
ily, he came by way of the Great Lakes to Wis- 
consin, landing in Milwaukee. It required two 
wecks to make the voyage, as the vessel was fre- 
quently becalmed, and during these times the gen- 
tlemen on board would take their fowling pieces 
and hunt along the shore. Mrs. Moe says at that 
time one could walk all over Milwaukee in about 
ahalf hour. They made their first location on a 
partially improved farm of eighty acres west of 
Racine, and while their home was being built 
lived with a family in the neighborhood and 


| cooked in a tent. Later they sold out and re- 


moved to Green Lake County, where Mr. Moe 
entered two hundred acres of wild land. The 
Winnebago Indians were still numerous in the 
settlement, and deer and wolves were very plen- 
tiful. Their nearest neighbor was five miles 
away, and the country was indeed little improved. 
In those early days the home of the Moe family 
was used as a church, hotel and school house. Mrs. 
Moe is still living at the age of eighty-four years, 
and makes her home with her daughter, Mrs, 
Gulick. In the family were four sons and three 
daughters—David, who served in the late war, 
and became a Lieutenant, died in Indiana, where 
he was acting as general insurance agent; Abram, 
who was also one of the boys in blue, is now mar- 
ried, and engages in business as a dealer in musical 
instruments, in Beaver Dam, Wis.; Asa died at 
the age of nine years; Mary Ann is the wife of 
Austin Hake, a successful stockdealer of Omaha, 
Neb.; Sarah died at the age of three years; James, 
who married Ella Doue, of Wisconsin, is a dealer 
in paints, in Iron Mountain, Wis.; and Mrs. Gulick 
is the fourth in the family. She grew to woman- 
hood amid the wild scenes of pioneer life, and 
with her family shared in many of its hardships 
and trials. As before stated, she became the wife 
of our subject in 1861, and four daughters have 
blessed this union— Lena A., who was educated in 
the Ladies’ Seminary of Rockford, III., is the wife 
of Willis Upson, a grocer of Racine; Jennie died 
at the age of eighteen months; Henrietta is pre- 
paring herself for teaching, in the Wayland 
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Academy, at Beaver Dam. She has also received 
some instruction in music, She is a popular young 
lady, and holds membership in the Woman's 
Christian Temperance Union, and the Young 
Woman's Christian Association, Frankie M. died 
at the age of six months. 

The farm which Mr. Gulick owns and operates 
comprises three hundred and sixty acres of val- 
uable land which is under a high state of cultiva- 
tion and well improved, having upon it good out- 
buildings, and a comfortable home, which is the 
abode of hospitality. This yields him a bandsome 
income, and numbers him among the substantial 
citizens. His success in life is all due to bis own 
efforts, and he therefore deserves not a little credit 
for the same. He is a stanch Republican in poli- 
tics, but has never sought or desired official pre- 
ferment. His wife is a member of the Congrega- 
tional Church and also belongs to the Ladies’ 
Missionary Society. 


A SEA y 


| RNE FIELD, who is engaged in business 

as a merchant tailor in Racine, is of 
Norwegian birth. His parents are men- 

tioned in the sketch of M. S. Field on 
another page of this work. Our subject opened 
his eyes to the light of day December 25, 1840, 
and in his youth he received a common-school 
education. When fifteen years of age he went to 


Christiana and served a three years’ apprenticeship | 


to the tailor's trade, receiving in return for his 
services his bed and board. When his term had 
expired he worked as a journeyman for two years 
and then served for five years in the army of his 
country. On leaving the service, he opened a 
tailor shop in his native village, where he followed 
his chosen occupation until 1871, when he crossed 
the Atlantic to this country and came directly to 
Racine, Wis. For three years after his arrival, he 
was employed in the line of his trade by others, 
and in 1874 in company with H. Rozell he opened 
a shop and they carried on business for three years, 
at the expiration of which time Mr. Field sold out 
to his partner. Since 1878 he has done business 
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for himself, and in the thirteen years which have 
since elapsed has received a liberal patronage 
worthy of the excellent work which he turns out, 

On the Ist of October, 1872, Mr. Field was 
married in Racine, Miss Carrie E. Thompson be- 
She was born in Norway and 
came to the United States when a child. By their 
union have been born five children—Samuel, who 
is employed as a stenographer by S. Freeman & 
Sons; Arthur; Eva who died at the age of thirteen 
years; Walter and Cora. The parents are both 
members of the Scandinavian Methodist Church, 
Mr. Field serving as one of its trustees, and in the 
work of the church they take an active interest. 
Mrs. Field is a daughter of O. J. and Elizabeth 
(Peterson) Thompson, who came from Farsund, 
Norway, in 1848, and settled in Racine, where her 
father died two years later at the age of forty 
years. After the death of Mr. Thompson, his 
widow married N. S. Oleson and her death oc- 
curred August 12, 1772, at the age of fifty-five 


| years. She was the mother of eight children, five 


by her first marriage, of whom two lived—Charles 
of Eagle, Mich., and Mrs. Field; and three by 
her second husband—Charles O., a resident of 
Chicago; Henry A. who is living in Kansas City, 
Mo., and Julia who makes her home in Racine. 

In political sentiment, Mr. Field is a Republican 
but has never sought or desired public office. He 
has done well in business. has one of the leading 
tailoring establishments in Racine and received 
patronage from the best class of citizens. 


SHOMAS DROUGHT, who is now practi- 

, cally living a retired life at his home on 

A section 12, Norway Township, js one of the 
honored pioneers of Racine County. Few have 
longer resided here than our subject, who came 
here in the fall of 183%, and has since been iden- 
tified with the history of the community, He has 
aided in the development of the wild lands, has 
seen the work of advancement and progress car- 


ried forward, and has watched with interest the 
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growth of the county. He certainly deserves to 
be enrolled among its pioncer settlers and promi- 
nent citizens, and as such we present him to our 
readers, 

Mr. Drought is a native of the Emerald Isle. 
He was born in Kings County, Ireland, August 
13, 1817, and is a son of George Drought, also a 
native of that country. He was a man of good 
education and after he had attained his majority 
wedded Mary Ann Short, who was also born in 
Kings County. In 1826 the parents of our sub- 
ject emigrated with their family to Canada, where 
the father engaged in farming 
years. 


for a number of 
When his son came to Wisconsin he also 
left Canada, and in the winter of 1838 located in 
Racine County, where he made his home until 
his death, which occurred iu the fall of 1860, at 
the age of seventy-seven years. His wife sur- 
vived him several years and passed away at the 
age of eighty-four. 

Thomas Drought is the eldest in a family of 
twelve children, numbering four sons and eight 
daughters, all living with the exception of two 
daughters. He grew to manhood in Canada, 
where he had but limited educational advantages, 
but his mothcr, who was an educated lady, taught 
him and thus overcame his lack of school train- 
ing. She was also the first school teacher in this 
part of Racine County, and two sisters of our 
subject also followed the same profession for a 
number of years. It was while a young man that 
Thomas Drought emigrated to Wisconsin, being 
accompanied by a marned sister and her daugh- 
ter. He drove a yoke of oxen, and although he 
left Montreal, Canada, in July, did not arrive in 
Milwaukee until the 10th of September. His 
route lay through a dense forest most of the way 
and the wagon broke down a number of times, 
but at length the journey was safely ended. Mr. 
Drought located in the town of Norway, on the 
farm where he yet resides, obtaining a claim from 
the Government. In the midst of the forest he 
hewed out a farm, erected a log cabin and began 
the improvement of his land. Many hardships 
and privations were borne during the first few 
years; the county was full of wild game and Mr. 
Drougnt has killed many deer, lynx, wolves and 
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foxes. Game of all kinds, including prairie 
chickens, quails, etc., supplied the table with 
meat, where otherwise it would have been desti- 
tute of that article of food. ‘The Indians were 


still numerous in the settlement but were dis- 
posed to be friendly. In the spring of 1839, when 
the land came into the market, our subject 


bought his claim at the Government price, and 
developed it into a 
beautiful home, upon which are many excellent 


his untiring labors have 


improvements in keeping with the progressive 
and enterprising spirit of the owner. The farm 
comprises one hundred and twenty acres, which 
yields to him a golden tribute. 

On the 10th of April, 1842, Mr. Drought led to 
the marriage altar Miss Caroline Matilda Howard, 
who was born in Ohio, and at the age of twelve 
years came West with her father, John W. Howard, 
who was a native of the-Green Mountain State. 
He located in Milwaukee County in 1836, and 
afterward removed to Waukesha, where his death 
occurred several years later. Unto Mr. and Mrs. 
Drought have been born twelve children, and with 
the exception of two all have reached maturity 
and eight become heads of families. Mary H., the 
eldest, is the wife of Hugh MeConnohy, a resi- 
dent farmer of Milwaukee County; Thomas M. is 
engaged in business in the city of Milwaukee, as 
is his brother, George Oscar; John H. has charge 
of the home farm and throughout the commu- 
nity is recognized as a young man of excellent 
business ability and sterling worth; Lucy Ann is 
the wife of Christian Thronson, of Racine; Caro- 
line 1s the wife of Fred Cezas, a farmer of Mari- 
ionette County, Wis; Martha J. is at home; 
Lizzie is the wife of Charles Solo, of Racine; 
Helen M. is the wife of William Clark, of Mil- 
waukee; Josephine H. is the wife of John B. 
Drought, of Milwaukee; a daughter died in in- 
fancy; and Lucinda died in Washington, in April, 
1890, at the age of thirty-one. 

Mr. Drought cast his first Presidential vote for 
James K. Polk, and since the organization of the 
Republican party has supported its candidates at 
State and National elections, but at local elec- 
tions he votes for the man whom ke thinks will 
best fill the office, regardless of party affiliations. 


He has been honored by several positions of trust, 
having served as Assessor, Town Treasurer and 
Supervisor. He has never been an ollice-seeker, 
yet when called upon to serve has discharged his 
various duties with promptness and fidelity. Mr. 
Drought built the first schoolhouse of his district 
and has done everything in his power to advance 
the excellence of the schools and promote the 
cause of education. His life has been a busy and 
useful one, well spent in honest pursuits, and he 
is now enjoying the rest he so richly deserves. He 
has been identified with the history of the county 
since the days of its infancy and his aid has never 
been refused to those interests which are calcu- 
lated to benefit and improve the community. 

Their union has been blessed with three chil- 
dren—Jessie M., George G. and Carrie L., and 
the family circle yet remains unbroken. Its mem- 
bers hold a high position in the social world, and 
are widely and favorably known throughout this 
community. 


Y Wis., now deceased, was born May 4, 1836, 


{ at Cardigan, Wales, and accompanied his 

parents, William J. and Jane (Turnor) 
Lewis, to America when two years old. The fam- 
ily resided for a time at Utica, N. Y., and there 
the son attended schools of the elementary class, 
and afterward was a pupil at Whitesboro (N. Y.) 
Academy. In 1855 the family removed to Racine, 
Wis. For a time James was manager in the tele- 
graph office at that place,and being a scholarly, 
reflective youth, he determined to fit himself for 
contact with the world by studying the profession 
of law. He found an opportunity to prosecute 
his studies under the direction of Hon. C. S. Chase, 
of Racine, and after a thorough course was ad- 
mitted to the Bar of that county, 
brilliant examination in open Court. He engaged 
for a short period in practice at Racine when, 
believing that he might find a wider and more 
profitable field in some part of the opening West, 
he determined to go to California to test his fate. 


passing a 
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He sailed for the Pacific coast in April, 1862, and 
on reaching San Francisco, found the Nevada 
miningexcitement atits height. He went to Washoe 
City, where he formed a law partnership with 
Judge North, and pressed his business as an attor- 
ney there two and a half years, during which time 
his abilities and exalted character brought him 
into conspicuous prominence, and hc became a 
candidate for the position of Judge of the Supreme 
Court and of the then new State of Nevada and 
was triumphantly elected, although but twenty- 
cight vears of age and then the youngest Judge in 
the United States. On the organization of the 
Court in December, 1864, he took his seat on the 
Bench. He served his term, was elected his own 
successor and remained upon the Bench until 
January, 1873. The volumes of Court reports 
published during this period contained his decis- 
ions, which are marked by clearness, conciseness 
and learning, and attest his ability, industry and 
conscientious performance of duty. His services 
were of great value to the State, reflecting the 
highest credit on his character and winning for 
him an enduring reputation as a jurist, 

When he retired from the Bench in 1873, he 
resumed practice as an attorney, entering into a 
partnership with W. E. F. Deal, of Virginia City. The 
qualities that had distinguished him on the Bench 
characterized him at the Bar, where his success as 
a lawyer was attributable to industry and a mind 
richly stored with legal principles and under the 
guidance of innate and comprehensive intuitions 
of the higher law. In private life he was justly 
esteemed for his purity of character and his many 
acts of unostentatious charity. It may be said of 
him briefly, that as an able and upright judge, a 
conscientious citizen and an honest lawyer, he 
commanded and retained the confidence and re- 
spect of his fellow-men. 

In 1880 he left Virginia City for Tombstone, 
Ariz., whence, after two years of practice as an 
attorney, he went to San Francisco and formed 
a partnership with Judge Dibble, their relations 
continumg to exist until the death of Judge 
Lewis. His reputation as an attorney and his 
well-known reliable character extended his rela- 
tions in his business and he was frequently called 
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to distant fields to conduct prominent and import- 
ant cases, and on one of these occasions, his severe 
labors, with the extreme heat, proved fatal. 

He had been to Yuma, Ariz., at a period 
when the “washouts’’ on the routes of travel in- 
terfered with the movements of the public and 
in one of the delays on this account he was seized 
with congestion of the brain and passed away 
August 18, 1886, after a few hours of suffering. 
He was at the zenith of successful manhood, of 
fame and usefulness, and his death was a loss that 
can never be repaired to a broad cirele of personal 


and professional friends, who had watched his 
earecr with the intensest satisfaction and love. 
In November, 1864, he was married in San 


Francisco to Elizabeth, daughter of Seneca and 
Susan (Bentley) Raymond, who is his survivor. 
Her father was a pioneer of Eastern Wisconsin. 
He was born in Lewiston, Niagara County, N. Y., 
and in September, 1836, was married to Susan 
Bentley, of Onondaga County, N. Y. In October 
following they sought a home in the West, locating 
on a farm about twelve miles from the city of 
Racine, and there Mr. Raymond became the pos- 
sessor Of a beautiful tract of land under high 
cultivation. After some years of farm life, he 
removed with his household to the City of Racine, 
where he passed un esteemed and honored old age. 
Raymond Township and village preserve his 
name and the remembrance of his life of useful- 
ness and honor. 

William J. Lewis, father of Judge Lewis, was 
the representative of a long line of ancestors of 
the highest character in his native country, be- 
longing in successive generations to the professions 
and obtaining distinction in intellectual circles. 
He was educated for a divine of the Episcopal 
Church, and was graduated from Christ’s College, 
Oxford, England. He wasa man of decided views, 
and in his administration of his parish duties, 
his sermons on infant baptism were of such liberal 
type as to elicit the disapprobation of the Bishop, 
and he resigned his charge. He finally withdrew 
from the church and became an adherent of the 
Baptist denomination. He removed to the United 
States and died at Utica, N. Y., in 1868. 

The mother of Judge Lewis was a woman of 
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deeply religious character, refined and cultivated, 
and came of + family of wide relations in her 
native country, which dates from 1670 in direct 
line. The earliest traceable ancestors were in high 
with the Government and sustained the 
record in succeeding generations. Between the 
years 1790 and 1835 three of the brothers of Mrs. 
Lewis received appointments under the crown, in- 
eluding a position as Post 
Commandant at Liverpool or London, and a Cap- 
taincy in the Royal Navy, and for their united, 
meritorious deeds the family received a crest, em- 
blematic of the “The Army, The Navy and The 
Judiciary.” 

Mr. Lewis returned to Utica, N. Y., and died 
not long after, in 1879, at the home of her 
daughter, Mrs. Margaret Garlock, wife of Dr. 
Garlock, now of Racine, leaving three children— 
Mrs. Garlock, James F. and Wiiliam Turnor Lewis, 
of Racine. 

The latter was born at Utica, N. Y., March 10, 
1840, and went with his parents to Racine in 1855, 
He 
learned the business of a carriage trimmer which 
he abandoned for telegraphy, which was taught 
him by his brother James, who resigned the posi- 
tion of manager of the Racine office in his favor, 
but he soon became dissatisfied with his compara- 
tive inactivity under the stress of National affairs 
which left their weight on every conscientious son 
of the Republic. William T. Lewis is par ex- 
cellence, the son of his father, and no issue affect- 
ing the interests of the Republic escapes his atten- 
tion. He could not remain inert and resigned his 
situation to engage in the service of the Govern- 
ment in such capacity as would enable him to 
render the best aid in his power in the emergency. 
He accepted a position as a telegraph operator 
first at Etowah, Ga., after the completion of a 
bridge across the Etowah River, which the con- 
federates destroyed on their retreat south. Young 
Lewis was afterward placed on duty at head-quar- 
ters of the Third División of the Fifteenth Army 
Corps, Cartersville, Ga., where he was taken sick 
with jaundice. He remained until he became disa- 
bled for duty and asked for leave of abscence, 
which was granted by Capt. Van Duzen, Superin- 


esteem 


Chancellorship, a 


and he has since been a resident of that city. 


tendent of Military Telegraph Lines. The fall of 
Atlanta and the march to the sea changed all 
plans in the Western Army and did away with 
the necessity of telegraph operators, except such 
as accompanied the columns of the force that 
crossed to the Atlantic. 

On the 27th of October, 1864, Mr. Lewis wedded 
Miss Mary I. Mitchell, daughter of Henry Mitchell, 
Sr., whose sketch is found elsewhere in this volume. 
The lady is a native of Kenosha, Wis., De- 
cember 20, 1843. Mr. and Mrs. Lewis became 
parents of four children—Minnie, who graduated 
in the Racine home school, and at Gardner's In- 


born 


stitute, of New York City, married A. H. Fexen, 
and resides in Los Angeles, Cal.; William M., 


graduated with high honors from the law depart- 
ment of Yale College in 1891; Helen T. is a 
student in Racine Academy; and Henry J. died 
when eight months old, 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Lewis are active members in 
the Baptist Church, of which he is Deacon, and to 
which they give liberally. He is well known in the 
church conventions and councils,and was elected 
President of the Baptist State Association in 1890. 
Politically he is a Republican but not a politician. 
In 1864, he became the partner of Henry Mitchell 


PORTRAIT AND — — ALBUM. 


| 
| 


in the wagon factory, as successor to T. G. Fish, 


the firm Mitchell & Co. Since that 
time the business has grown from small dimensions 
to one of the leading industries in Wisconsin. 
1866 C. D. Sinclair purchased an 
the business, when the name changed 
Mitchell, Lewis & Co., and upon incorporation i 
1884, it assumed the style of the Mitchell & 
Lewis Company, the sons of Mr. Mitchell, Henry 
G. and Frank L., becoming members of the firm. 
Mr. Lewis has been Vice-President of the company 
since its organization. But not alone to manu- 
facturing has he given his time and best thought. 
He takes a deep interest in the Young Men's 
Christian Association work, was the first President 
of the Racine Association and was re-elected sev- 
eral times to that position. He has made liberal 
donations to the work, and was on the building 
committee that erected the Y. M. C. A. Hall of 
this city. The old soldicrs give him much credit 
for securing such a magnificent monument to their 


becoming 
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memory as stands in the heart of Racine, at so 
reasonable a cost. Mr. Lewis took an active part 
money for it, and when it was nec- 
lose all that had been 
M. B. Erskine, Dr. J. G. Meacham, Sr., 
and himself stood responsible for that amount, 
notwithstanding they all had contributed largely. 
He is President of the Beebe Manufacturing Com- 
pany, and Vice-President of the J. I. Case Imple- 
ment Company, of Minneapolis, Minn. He helped 
organize, and until his resignation of the office, 
was President of the Badger Electric Light Com- 
pany, which makes Racine one of the best lighted 
cities in the State. Ile was one of the originators 
and the first President of the Anti-Convict Contract 
Association, out of the labors of which grew the 
Anti-Convict Contract Law of Congress. Socially, 
Mr. Lewis is a Thirty-second degree Mason. That 
which he has done for Racine cannot be estimated 
in words, for there is not a person living in the 


in raising the n 
essary to raise $1500 or 
subseribed, 


city that does not, in a greater or less degree, reap 
the benefits of his labor. His life has been an 
eminently successful one. 
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\ ¿TER LIPPERT. We are pleased to add 
») the history of this gentleman to those al- 
ready given in this volume for he is an 
| honored pioneer and respected gentleman 
well worthy of representation. After a busy and 
useful life asa farmer he is now living retired in 
the city of Kenosha. 

Mr. Lippert was born in Prussia, Germany, Oc- 
tober 27, 1837. He remainedin his native land 
until nineteen, acquired a fair education in his 
native tongue and then served a four years’ appren- 
ticeship to the butcher’s trade. In his twentieth 
year he bade good-by to home and friends and 
emigrated to America, crossing the briny deep 
from Antwerp to New York, where he arrived 
after a long and tedious voyage of seven weeks. 
For a few months after his arrival, Mr. Lippert was 
employed in a butcher shop in Albany, N. Y., but 
spent the greater part of the year on a farm in that 
State. In 1857 he went to Chicago, and in the 
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fall of that year took up his residence in Racine 
County, Wis., but after a short time came to Ke- 
nosha County, where he engaged as a farm-hand 
in the town of Somers, working by the month for 
four years. 

He purchased a tract of fifty acres of partially 
improved land on which he located and began 
farming in his own interests. He has from time 
to time made additional purchases until now two 
hundred and forty acres of valuable land pay 
tribute to his care. He removed to Kenosha, where 
he now resides, enjoying the rest which he has so 
truly earned and richly deserves. 

He and his family are members of the German 
Catholic Church. Mr. Lippert is a public spirited 
citizen and has the high regard of all those who 
know him. For fourteen years lie served as a mem- 
ber of the School Board and did much ‘toward 
promoting the exellence of the schools in the com- 
munity. 


W OHN C. RICHARDS, deceased, was one of 
the leading farmers of Burlington Town- 
ship, Racine County. Being both widely 

@ and favorably known throughout this com- 

munity, his death was mourned by many friends 

and acquaintances, and it is but meet that he 
should be represented in the history of his adopted 
county. Of English birth, Mr. Richards was born 


in Cornwall, on the 15th of June, 1837, and was | 


there reared to manhood, acquiring his education 
in the common schools. When a young man of 
twenty-three years, he bade good-by to his old 
home, and in the spring of 1860, sailed for Amer- 
ica. He came at once to the West and located in 
Racine County, Wis. Not long afterward his 
adopted land became engaged in Civil War, and 
responding to the country’s call for troops, he en- 
listed among the brave boys in blue as a member 
of Company G, Second Regiment of Wisconsin 
Cavalry, in which he served for about six months. 

On receiving his discharge, Mr. Richards re- 
turned to the North and located in Yorkville 
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Township, Racine County, where on Christmas 
Day of 1866, he was united in marriage with Miss 
Mary Jones. one of the fair daughters of the 
county, who was born in Burlington Township, 
November 17, 1849. Her parents, Matthew and 
Mary (Hudson) Jones, were of English extraction. 
By the union of our subject and his estimable wife, 
a family of six children was born, the eldest of 
whom, Isadore, is now the wife of Albert Toombs, 
a prominent agriculturist of Burlington Township; 
Rosa B. died September 26, 1870; Adelaide is yet 
at home, George II. departed this life on the 10th 
of September, 1873; Hesperus and Don C., who 
complete the family, are still living with their 
mother. 

Mr. Richards was a telegraph operator by pro- 
fession, but was obliged to discontinue it on ac- 
count of health some two years before his death 
As the result of his enterprise, perseverance and 
good management, he accumulated a handsome 
competency, which at his death left his family in 
comfortable circumstances. He was true to every 
duty of citizenship, in politics was a supporter of 
Republican principles, and was a member of the 
Methodist Church. His upright life and fair deal- 
ing won him the confidence and regard of all with 
whom he came in contact, and the sympathy of the 
community was extended his family in their be- 
reavement. Mrs. Richards and her children still 
reside upon the old home farm in Burlington 
Township, where they have a comfortable home. 
The members of the family rank high in the social 
circles in which they move. 


080 is 


L AN LONZO DE REMER, who resides on section 
21, Mt. Pleasant Township, is one of the 
D honored pioneers of the county, and with 

its progress and upbuilding he has long 
identified. He was born ia the town of 


been 


Sharon, Schoharie County, N. Y., on the 1st of 
August, 1837, and the family is of French origin. 
His father, Michael De Remer, was also a native 
of New York, in which State he grew to manhood 
and acquired his education in its common schools, 


PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


He there married Nellie Scott,also a native of the 
Empire State and a daughter of Walter Scott, who 
was likewise born in New York, nnd was of Ger- 
man descent. The young couple began their 
domestie life upon a farm which continued to be 
their home for a number of years or until 1841, 
when they emigrated Westward to the Territory 
of Wisconsin, driving through with three horses 
and two wagons. The trip was a long and tedious 
one but at length they arrived in Racine County 
in the month of June, and made a location in 
the town of Caledonia, where the family resides 
for two years. Mr. DeRemer then remeved to 
Mt. Pleasant Township, purchasing four eighty- 
acre tracts of land at the Government price of 
$1.25 per acre. It was all in its primitive con- 
dition, and the work of developing and improving 
it formed the labors of the father and sons in 
those early days. Many hardships and privations 
were borne by the family, such as fall to the lot of 
the pioncer settlers. After residing upon that 
farm for a number of years Mr. De Remer sold out 
half of it and removed to Waterford, Wis., where 
he spent one winter. He then returned, built a 
house upon the land of which he retained possess- 
ion and made it his home until his death, which 
occurred the following year on the 8th of July, 
1849. His wife survived husband about 
twenty years, and after his death married again. 
He was one of the prominent early settlers of this 
community and was highly by 
neighbors and friends. 

In the family were eight children, four sons and 
four daughters, all of whom grew to mature years. 
Lydia, the eldest, now resides on the old home- 
stead; Lorenzo is married and follows farming in 
Raymond Township; Robert is also married and 
engages in agricultural pursuits in the town of 
Mt. Pleasant; Peter resided upon the old home- 
stead until his death, which occurred October 5, 
1891; Alonzo is the next younger; Mary is the 
wife of Alexander Miller who resides near Port- 
land, Ore.; Margaret is the deceased wife of James 
Clark; and Derilla is the wife of Thomas Caley, 
also of Oregon. 

Alonzo De Remer, whose name heads this sketch, 
was a lad of only four years when his parents came 


her 


respected his 
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to Racine County. In the usual manner of 
farmer’s sons the days of his boyhood and youth 
were passed, and in the distriet schools of the 
neighborhood he acquired bis education. When a 
young man learned the carpenter's trade 
which he has followed more or less throughout his 
life. Ile remained at home with his mother until 
his marriage, which was celebrated on Christmas 
Day of 1860, the lady of his choice being Miss 


he 


Viola J. Phelps, who was born, reared and educa- 
ted in this county, and is a daughter of S. P. 
Phelps, a native of New York, and an honored 
pioneer settler of this community. 
Mr. 
other improvements upon his farm, which isa part 


Previously, 
DeRemer had built a house and made some 


of the old homestead, and upon their marriage he 
and his wife took up their residenee there, and 
The farm 
improved place, a good residence, barn, granary 
and other outbuildings, adding to its value and 


it has since been their home. is a well- 


indicating the thrift and enterprise of the owner, 
with the cultivation of his 
land, carries on contracting and building. He has 
many of the houses 
and barns in the town of Mt. Pleasant, and as he is 


who, in connection 


built and improved a great 


an excellent workman, his services are always in 


demand. In its season he has all the work that 


he can do and furnishes employment on an 
average of from four to six men. 
Unto Mr. and Mrs. De 


six children who are yet living and they lost 


Remer have been born 
three. The eldest, a daughter, died at the age of 
fourteen years; Charles died at the age of six 
years; Warren P., a young man of superior educa- 
tion and intelligence, who graduated from Roch- 
ester Seminary, engaged in teaching for one year 
in this county, and also taught in the High School 
in Townsend, Mont., where he is now engaged in 
merchandising; the next child died in infancy; 
Harvey E., who was educated in Valparaiso Nor- 
mal Institute of Indiana, is successful 
teacher of this county; Edgar L., Ross, J. Grant 


now a 


and Hortense B., are still at home. 

Mr. and Mrs. De Remer are members of the Free- 
will Baptist Church of Mygatt’s Corners. In 
polities he isa stanch Republican, warmly advo- 
cating the principles of that party, yet he has 
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never sought public office. For about twenty 
years he has been a member of the School Board, 
and has done much to advance the excellence of 
the schools in this locality. He has ever been a 
warm friend to the cause of education, and has 
given his children good advantages, thus fitting 
them for the practical duties of life. A half 
century has passed since Mr. De Remer came to 
Racine County and he therefore deserves special 
mention among her honored pioneers. His life 
has been such as to win him the confidence and 
regard of his fellow-citizens, and it is with pleasure 
that we present his sketch to our readers. 


|] SE 


'NDREW C. JOHNSON, a manufacturer 
and dealer in furniture, who also carries 
on an undertaking establishment, is a na- 
tive of Porsgrund, Norway, his birth hav- 

ing occurred January 10, 1852. His parents were 
John and Anna (Amenson) Johnson. His mother 
died when our subject was only eleven years of 
age, leaving seven children, of whom the eldest 
was about twenty. Mrs. Otto Oleson, the first in 
order of birth, came to the United States in 1866 
and settled in Racine, where her death occurred 
some years later. In 1868 our subject and his 
sister, Olive, now the wife of John M. Hagen, of 
Racine, crossed the Atlantic in a sailing vessel and 
after a voyage of seven weeks reached (Quebec, 
Canada, from whence they made their way to 
Montreal, to Detroit, to Chicago, and then on to 
Racine. Some years later Mrs. I. Peterson, of 
Milwaukee, and Mrs. Charles Jackson, now of Ra- 
cine, left their old home for the New World. 
Andrew ©. sent for his father and brother, John 
A., and the latter is now living in Milwaukec, 
while the father makes his home with our subject, 
being now in his seventy-fourth year. 

A.C. Johnson is the fourth in order of birth in 
the family. His education was confined to the 
opportunities afforded by the common schools, 
and then was necessarily limited, as at the age of 
eight years he had to begin life for himself. He 
began herding cattle and working asa farm hand, 


and since that time has been dependent upon his 
own efforts. During the last six months he spent 
in the old country, he worked for u liveryman in 
Sken, and on coming to Racine he spent one year 
in the employ of Miner & McClurg, owners of a 
sash, door and blind factory. Not liking this work, 
and hearing that W. A. Porter wanted a boy, 
he applied for the position and accepted it, 
though he only received sixty cents per day 
while previously his wages had been $1. He re- 
mained with Mr. Porter for eleven years, and the 
faithfulness with which he attended to his work, 
won him the confidence of his employer and se- 
cured to him an increased salary. The last five 
years he had charge of the undertaking depart- 
ment. 

On the 6th of October, 1880, Mr. Johnson 
wedded Anna Larson, the marriage being cele- 
brated in Racine. The lady is a native of Racine 
County, and a daughter of Lars Larson, one of 
the early settlers of the county. Unto them have 
been born two children—Julia A. and Lottie J., 
but the former died in her third year. Both Mr. 
and Mrs. Johnson are members of the Trinity 
Methodist Church, of which he is one of the 
trustees, and in the work of which they take an 
active interest. 

In 1880 our subject opened a furniture store on 
Fourth and Main Streets, as a partner of B. C. 
Thronson, the firm being known as Johnson & 
Thronson. The business was continued two years, 
when they failed. Mr. Johnson then took what 
was left and began business for himself, but soon 
afterwards admitted to partnership D. R. Evans, 
under the firm name of Evans & Johnson, but after 
two years he sold out to his partner. In 1886 he 
began the undertaking business on asmall scale on 
State Street, but soon moved to Main Street, and 
in the same frame building which he occupied put 
in a stock of furniture. As his business grew, 
larger quarters were needed, and he removed to 
where he could have two rooms. In 1889 he made 
another removal to Nos. 311 and 313 Main Street, 
where he has since carried on an excellent business. 
On the 13th of October, 1890, the firm of A. C. 
Johnson & Co. was formed, with E. Anderson as a 
partner, and these gentlemen carry one of the 


largest stocks of furniture in town, their goods 
occupying a building 40x105 feet and three stories 
in height with basement. Mr. Johnson 
with reverses in his business career, but is now 
doing well, and is classed amcng the substantial 
citizens of Racine. In politics he is a Republican, 
and for two years has served as Alderman from 
the Fifth Ward. Asa citizen, he is public spirited 
and progressive, and manifests a commendable in- 
terest in all that pertains to the welfare and ad- 
vancement of the community. 

leading undertakers of the city. 


He is one of the 
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IMON F. GATES is one of the substantial 
citizens of foreign birth who commenced 
life in Racine with small capital, yet has 
accumulated a competency if not wealth. 
Mr. Gates, who for many years has engaged in the 
transfer business is widely known throughout this 
community. He was born in Wurtemberg, 
Germany, June 27, 1831, and is a son of Jacob 
and Catherine Gates who were born in 
Wurtemberg and there spent their entire lives, 
respected by all who knew them. 


also 


In the family 


were two sons and five daughters who grew to | 


mature years, but the latter are all now deceased. 
The brother of our subject, Fred Gates, is now 
living in Racine. 

Simon Gates, when a youth, attended the schools 
in Wurtemberg and acquired a fair education in his 
native tongue. When a young man of twenty- 
two years he bade good-by to home and friends 
and crossed the Atlantic to America, arriving in 
New York in November, 1853. His first employ- 
ment was as a farm hand in New Jersey. In 1856 
he came West and has since made Racine his 
home. For some time he engaged in the brewery 
business and then ventured upon his present voca- 
tion. With small capital, he entered into the 
transfer business; which he has now followed for a 
number of years with excellent success. He is a 
man of good business ability, a capable manager 
and financier and has rapidly accumulated a hand- 
some competency. In addition to his business he 
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has made some judicious investments in real estate 
and is now the owner of three good business 
houses on the south side in the heart of the city, 
together with two nice residences and other 
property. 

In the fall of 1859, in Racine, Mr. Gates led to 
the marriage altar Miss Caroline W. Kaiser, 
daughter of Jacob Kaiser, who was born in Wur- 
temberg. She came with her parents to this 
country when a child of five years, and the greater 
part of her life has been spent in Racine. Four 
children were born of their union who are yet 
living—Rosa, the eldest, is a young lady of super- 
ior attainments who has won considerable .promi- 
nence as a teacher of music; S. H. is assisting his 
father, and is a capable young business man; 
George W. and A. F. are also at home and the 
children are all an honor to their parents. Mr. 
and Mrs. Gates also lost three children in early 
childhood—Louisa, Josephine and Charles, who 
died in 1870 within a week of one another uf 
scarlet fever. 

Mr. Gates and his wife are members of the 
German Lutheran Church, and in politics he is 
independent, supporting the best men to whatever 
party they belong. He has held several local 
positions, having been Supervisor one term and 
Alderman of his ward for several years. In what- 
ever capacity he has served, he has been a faithful 
officer and fulfilled every trust reposed in him 
with a conscientiousness which has won him 
many friends. The family have a pleasant home 
at No. 915 Milwaukee Avenue. 
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I AMES THOMAS ELLIOTT, deceased, a pio- 

neer settler of Wisconsin, who for many years 
& was a prominent citizen of Racine County, 
N was born in Battle, England, February 10, 
1825, and was a son of Joseph Elliott, who with 
his wife and six children came to the United 
States, and after spending about a year in Buffalo, 
N. Y., continued on their journey to Racine. 
They arrived in 1835 and settled in Raymond 
Township, where Joseph Elliott owned a farm, al- 
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though he was a blacksmith by trade. Both he and 
his wife lie buried in the cemetery of Raymond 
Township and all of their children have passed 
away. 

James T., whose name heads this sketeh, was 
the youngest. His education was acquired mostly 
in night schools. 
relatives in 


He was sent by his parents to 
were to care for and 


to school, but he 


London, who 
work 
during the day and in the evening he pursued 
his studies. 


send him was made to 
When his parents learned this they 
were very indignant and took him home. With 
his father he learned the blacksmith's trade. On 
the 1st of August, 1846, he secured as a helpmate 
Miss Mary Elliott, 
bern in Siddiesham, Sussex, England. December 
24,1827. Her parents, William and Sarah (Ireland) 
Elliott, were also natives of Siddlesham, and on 


on life's journey who was 


crossing the Atlantic in 1841, came direct to 
Racine County, Wis., locating in Raymond Town- 
ship. He had followed landscape gardening in 
England, but after coming to the United States 
engaged in farming. They were among the sturdy 
pioneers and endured all the hardships incident to 
frontier life. William Elliott died at the age of 
sixty-three years, and his wife passed away in her 
eighty-eighth year. They were members of the 
Episcopal Church, and highly respected people. 
Of the nine children in their family only two are 
now living—Mrs, Lucius S. Blake and Mrs. Elliott. 

Soon after their marriage, James T. Elliott and bis 
wife removed to Rosendale, Fond du Lac County, 
Wis., where he engaged in agricultural pursuits, de- 
veloping a fine farm, and acting the capacity of 
Justice of the Peace. In 1858 they returned to 
Racine and with Lucius S. Blake he engaged in the 
fanning mill business, which they operated sue- 
cessfully. They also established the Racine Woolen 
Mills, which he operated for some time but the 


strain upon Mr. Elliott was too great, and some 
years before his death he sold his interest in the 
fanning mill business to his partner. He was a 
thorough business man, honest and upright in all 
his dealings,and had the confidence and respect of 
all with whom he came in contact. He 
member of the Free Baptist Church and his wife 
holds membership with the Episcopal Church. 


was a 
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When they were married they had but $350, of 
which Mr. Elliott expended #300 for land. On 
moving to their place, they took a quantity of 
pork with them, a part of which they traded for 
a plough and oxen. When a wagon was needed, 
Mr. Elliott would hire one at fifty cents per day. 
The place he purchased had eight acres of wheat 
on it, and after the harvest he exchanged his flour 
for a new wagon. By industry and economy he 
became quite well off. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Elliott were born five children, 
three now living, as follows: Rosetta, wife of 
Charles Ingersoll, who resides in Monrovia, Cal.; 
Lucius J., a business man of Racine; Louisa M., 
wife of F. W. Deacon, of Racine 

Mr. and Mrs. Elliott have shown their kindness 
to the unfortunate in various Miss 
Nellie Elliott, whom they adopted in infancy, 
they have been parents indeed. The young lady 
still makes her home with Mrs. Elliott who lives 
in a handsome residence on Lake and Seventh 
Streets. On the 19th of December, 1884, Mr. 
Elliott was called from the scenes of earth after 


ways. To 


an active, honorable and well spent life. Stand- 
ing high in the business, social and religious 


world, his death was a real loss to the community, 
bis many friends and his family. 


— e 


FRA WEN J. EVANS, who engages in general 
farming on section 18, Mt. Pleasant Town- 
ship, is not only widely known in Racine 

County, where he has resided for forty-two years, 

but also has an extended acquaintance throughout 

Southern Wisconsin. A native of Wales. he was 

born May 18, 1821, and the educational privileges 

afforded him were those of the common schools, 

When he had reached the age of twenty-eight, he 

determined to try his fortune in the New World 
and in consequence crossed the Atlantic to New 

York, arriving in June of that year. He imme- 

diately came to the West, locating in Racine. On 

the voyage an accident had occurred in which Mr. 

Evans had his foot badly scalded. Some of the 

doctors who attended him thought it necessary to 


amputate the limb, but he would not submit, and 
aftera long time it healed. When he had partially 
recovered he began work asa farm hand in Racine 
County and the following year he began sailing 
on the lakes, where he remained for seven years. 
He was on two vessels that were wrecked. The 
first, the “Rocky Mountain’’, commanded by Capt. 
Linn, was wrecked in 1844, near Manistee, Mich., 
but no lives were lost. The wreck of the “Flying 
Cloud” commanded by Capt. Brown, occurred near 
Racine. Mr. Evans had some very rough experi- 
ences during these years and when he quit the 
lakes he worked for some time in the ship-yards of 
Racine. Later he turned his attention to agricult- 
ural pursuits and in 1858 purchased land im the 
Town of Mt. 
Racine, upon 
cultivation for one year. 


Pleasant, about four miles from 
which he located, engaging in its 
He then out and 
removed to his present farm on section 18, in the 


same town. 


sold 


He first purchased one hundred and 
sixty acres which wassomewhat improved and had 
asmall residence upon it. He there built, placed 
the land under a high state of cultivation and soon 
a rich and fertile farm was paying to him a golden 
tribute. 

Mr. Evans commenced life empty-handed but is 
now a wealthy man. He has met with many re- 
verses and had many obstacles to overcome, but 
these have been used by him as stepping stones to 
something higher, and he has thus steadily worked 
his way upward. He is now one of the most sub- 
stantial farmers of Racine County. His home farm 
comprises five hundred and twenty-five acres of 
valuable land, much of which is under a high state 
of cultivation and forty acres are valuable tim- 
bered pasture. He also has large landed interests 
in Antelope County, Neb., his possessions there 
consisting of some seven hundred acres and also 
improved city property in the village of Oakdale, 
Neb. 

In Racine County, Mr. Evans was united in 
marriage with Mrs. Elizabeth Pugh, a native of 
Wales, where she was born and reared and a daugh- 
ter of Bennett Jones. By her first husband, Hugh 
Pugh, she had two children, Hugh now living in 
Arizona and Eliza, a resident of Chicago. Unto 
Mr. and Mrs. Evans have been born seven children 
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as follows: William, who went to Oakdale, Neb., 
where he was drowned in 1883, at the age of twen- 
ty-eight years; Mary, who resides in Chicago; John, 
who aids his father in the operation of the home 
farm; Sarah at home; Deborah a well educated 
youug lady and teacher of marked ability; Bennett, 
who also aids in carrying on the home farm; and 
Deborah, wlio died at the age of two years. 

This family is widely known throughout Racine 
County and its members rank high in the social 
world. Among the most prominent members is 
numbered Mr. Evans, who for forty-two years has 
been identified with the history of this community. 
Politically he is a Republican and a staunch advo- 
cate of the party principles but has never sought 
public office, preferring to give his entire time and 
attention to his business, although he has held 
several local positions. He is a director of the 
Mutual Fire Insurance Company of Yorkville and 
Mt. Pleasant Townships. who know Mr. 
Evans, hold him in high regard and few have a 
more extended acquaintance in this part of the 
county. 


Those 


His success from a financial standpoint 
is marvelous, yet it is due entirely to his own 
efforts, and being truly earned is richly deserved. 


D ENRY G. POWLES is one of the promi- 
Y nent citizens of Union Grove and an hon- 
ored veteran of the late war. 


No citizen 

Ke) in Racine County probably took a more 
active part and participated in more of the impor- 
tant battles of the Rebellion than our subject, who 
from the time of the first call for troops until the 
South laid down its arms, was found at the front 
valiantly defending the Union. Praise may be 
heaped upon praise, yet the debt of gratitude due 
the brave boys in blue can never be repaid. 

Mr. Powles,who so long fought for his country’s 
preservation, was born in Wales, in 1844, and of 
that land his parents, William G. and Ann (Ed- 
wards) Powles, were also natives. His father was 
a brick and stone mason and a stone cutter. With 
his wife and seven children he left Liverpool, Eng- 
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land, for New York, arriving at his destination 
after a voyage of seven weeks, during which time the 
vessel came in contact with a large iceberg. The 
travelers at once continued their way to Kenosha, 
Wis., and settled upon a farm nine miles west of 
that place, but Mr. Puwles was not long permitted 
to enjoy his new home. While working in the hay 
field he received a sunstroke from which he died, 
leaving a widow with seven small children to sup- 
bort. It was an arduous task, the care of so many 
little ones, but her duty was faithfully performed. 
She made her home 


Union Grove until her 


death, which oceurred in 1886,and the parents now 


in 


lie side by side in the Union Grove cemetery. The 
eldest of their nine children, John, is now deceased. 
Mary A. became the wife of John Bibsby, who was 
accidentally killed, and afterwards married Aaron 
Brick, who is engaged in railroading, and resides 
in Union Grove. Sarah married for her first hus- 
band Henry Colon, and is now the wife of Irvin 
Conner, a carpenter and joiner of Yorkville Town- 
Elizabeth is the wife of George Price, a suc- 
William G. is 
Henry is the 
next younger. Charles, a painter, is married and 
resides in Rock County. 


ship. 
cessful farmer of Kenosha County. 
represented elsewhere in this work. 


James is married and 
also lives in Rock County, and Peter died in 
Wales, 

A poor boy left fatherless at an early age, Henry 
Powles had to start out in life for himself when 
only ten years old, and to farm work he devoted 
his energies until he entered the service of his 
adopted country April 18, 1861, as a member of 
Company F, Second Wisconsin Infantry, under 
Capt. William Strong and Col. Coon. The com- 
pany was organized at Racine and at Madison 
joined the regiment which was ordered to Wash- 
ington, D. C., and assigned to the Army of the Po- 
tomac, which was then in command of Gen. Mce- 
Dowell, while Gen. Sherman was Brigade Com- 
mander. After a month spent in Camp Peck, the 
troops were ordered to be ready for battle. They 
had previously been under fire at Blackburn’s Ford 
on the 18th of July, and on Sunday, the 21st, took 
part in the battle of Manassas Junction. The 
Second Wisconsin Infantry reached the scene of 
action about sunrise and was in the thickest of the 
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fight until the retreat at four o’clock in the even- 
ing. Mr. Powles received a slight gunshot wound 
in the left knee during the charge of the Black 
Horse Cavalry, a rebel brigade, and was kept from 
duty for two weeks. Next came the battle of Ce- 
dar Mountain, but the Union troops sustained little 
loss as the rebels fired high and the balls flew over 
them. On the 28th of August, 1862, in the terri- 
ble battle of Gainesville, the Second lost heavily, 
one hundred and seventeen being killed and two 
hundred and fifty-four wounded in three-quarters 
of an hour. Its duty with the remainder of the 
brigade was to hold Gen. Jackson's division in 
check. The following day the battle of Bull Run 
began and Mr, Powles received a bad wound in the 
leftside, He was leaning up against a low stone wall 
when a rebel oflicer sprang in front of him, whipped 
out his revolver and with an oath aimed for the 
heart, but the ball struck one of his ribs and 
glanced into the muscles of the stomach, where it 
It was at the battle of Gainesville he was 
aken prisoner, but soon paroled. 


yet lies, 
The army was 
ordered to follow Gen Lee, who was then making 
a raid in Maryland, and the engagements at South 
Mountain and the bloody battle of Antietam were 
there fought. It was here that the Second, Sixth 
and Seventh Wisconsin Regiments were christened 
the Iron Brigade by Gen. George B. McClellan, 
who saw their charge across the flats and up a hill 
to the enemy's batteries, which, with all the sup- 
plies they took by storm. They made their way 
to the place amidst a rain of lead, but evening was 
falling and the dusk made their danger compara- 
tively little. The batteries captured and the old 
Third Virginia Regiment was part of Gen. Long- 
streets Army of Southern fire eaters. 

The Union troops now marched back to Alex- 
andria and Belles Plainesand the command passed 
out of the hands of Gen. McClellan to Gen. Burm- 
The latter planned the battle of Fredericks- 
burg, which occurred December 13, 1863, and was 
a total loss. Mr. Powles’ regiment made the first 
charge and captured sixty-four rebels, but victory 
favored the Confederates that day. Gen. Burn- 
sides withdrew his forces and the next engagement 
into which he led the troops was known as the 
Mud March. The rain came down in torrents. 


sides, 


They started with the entire artillery and supplies, 
but at the end of the march not more than half a 
dozen cannons had reached Fredericksburg, and 
many of the boys had dropped out of the ranks. 
About this time Gen. Hooker took command of the 
Army of the Potomac and Col. Fairchilds of the 
Second Wisconsin was on his staff. He led the 
troops into the battle of Chancellorsville, May 3, 
1863. The result was indecisive, but Gen. Lee re- 
marked, that “if Fighting Joe Hooker had been al- 
lowed to let his Fifth Corps still advance on his 
rear, he (Lee) would have been compelled to have 
retreated into Richmond.” It was at the battle of 
Chanvellorsville that the brave Stonewall Jackson 
was killed by a mistaken volley from his own 
troops. Gen. Hooker retreated to Rappahannock 
and for ten days prevented Lee from crossing the 
river. It was Lee’s object to cross farther down 
and make his way through Maryland to Pennsyl- 
vania. ‘The rebels cut up railroad iron into pieces 
about eighteen inches long and used as shot, 
These made a terrible screech and it was some time 
bofore the Union troops discovered what it was, 
At length the scene of battle changed to the North 
and Gettysburg was fought. Mr. Powles’ brigade 
was the first to open fire at sunrise on July 1, 1864. 
About three o’clock in the afternoon his head was 
cut open by a piece of shell and for thirty-seven 
days he lay unconscious, For four days he lay on 
the battle-field without water or food, and then 
was carried to the old tavern and laid upon the 
porch for dead, but a movement in his foot at- 
tracted the attention of a nurse, some rude ser- 
vices were rendered him and he was then sent to 
a hospital in Harrisburg, Pa., where he lay for 
four months. There Dr. Wood, of Alleghany City, 
Pa., performed an operation, placing a three-inch 
piece of silver in his skull. A piece of his skull 
had been pressed down upon his brain which 
caused his long unconsciousness, and when it was 
removed he at once recovered his senses. When 
he came to he saw sitting near him Thomas Lyons, 
one of his comrades, and Mr. Powles asked, “Tom, 
is the battle over?’’ Lyons immediately answered, 
“Good God, Hank, the battle has been over a month, 
and Lee is in Richmond with our troops close at 
his heels. When he was partially convalescent, 
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Mr. Powles was told he might be discharged, but 
replied: “I volunteered to serve through the war 
and propose to remain until it 1s over.’’ 

He rejoined the regiment at Culpeper Court 
House and on veteranizing, February 14, 1864, re- 
ceived a thirty days furlough and returned home. 
He took part in the battle of the Wilderness from 
the 5th to the 9th of May, one of the most hotly 
contested engagements. On the 7th his gun was 
lying in a fork of a tree, when a rebel yelled out 
“surrender.’’ Mr. Powles’ reply was to fire. He 
then dropped his gun and ran, and in the race a 
minie ball cut the hair from his head, from the 
forehead to the apex of his cranium. The rebel, 
however, was killed. The battle of Spottsylvania 
occurred May 10, 1864, and a minie bail here 
pierced Mr. Powles’ right lung, breaking his shoul- 
der blade in four pieces. He was taken to Camp- 
bell Hospital, D. C., where he was confined till 
July 10, 1864, when he was granted a sixty days” 
furlough to regain his health. He then returned 
and after serving for three months as a nurse in 
Campbell Hospital was placed in the Second In- 
valid Corps at Washington, D. C., as Provost 
Guard, where he remained until the war ended. 
He was on duty as Sergeant of the Guard at Ford’s 
Opera House when Lincoln was assasinated and 
saw Booth as he jumped on the stage and shouted 
Sie Semper Tyrannis. Ue witnessed the Grand 
Review in Washington, and on the 15th of July, 
1865,a scarred but honored veteran was discharged 
from the service. 

After his return home Mr. Powles secured a po- 
sition as fireman on the Racine and Mississippi 
Railroad, and after serving in that capacity for a 
year and a half, worked in a gasfitting establish- 
ment in Chicago for eight months. About this 
time he was united in marriage June 17, 1867, 
with Miss Martha Whitcher, who was born in Wis- 
consin, November 1, 1845. They have two sons. 
Frank Sherman, the elder, is employed as book- 
keeper and general manager in a wholesale mer- 
cantile establishment in Chicago, a position of 
trust and honor. He is a member of the Sons of 
Veterans. Charles Alexander is a butcher by trade 
but is now working as a mechanic in Racine. 

Mr. Powles is a stalwart Republican and cast his 
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first Presidential vote for Abraham Lincoln. He 
was an organizer of the G. A. R. Post of Union 
Grove and has been Officer of the Day since it was 
mustered in. He has the good will and esteem of 
ali who know him, his upright life having won 
him universal confidence. 


| OHN D. JONES, a resident farmer residing 
on section 11, Mt. Pleasant Township, is a 
Alil worthy representative of one of the pioneer 
Dd) families of Racine County, which county he 
has the honor to claim as his birthplace. He first 
opened his eyes to the light of day on the 3d of 
September, 1848, His father, David Jones, wos 
born, reared and educated in Wales, and in that 
country married Margaret Thomas, also a native of 
Wales. In 1846 he bade good-by to his old home 
and emigrated to America. Landing first in Can- 
ada, he was detained at Quebec some three months 
by sickness, during which time he was in a hospital 
in that city. He then continued his journey to 
Wisconsin and spent the first two years of his res- 
idence in America as a citizen of Thompsonville. 
He then moved to Mt. Pleasant and purchased 
sixty-five acres of land upon which only some 
slight improvements had been made. He turned 
the first furrow on nearly the whole amount and so 
improved and developed the place that it ultimately 
became one of the best farms in Mt. Pleasant Town- 
ship, but in the meantime much privation and 
hardship was borne by the family and wearisome 
were the labors which transformed the raw prairie 
into fertile fields. However, as the years passed, 
his financial resources were increased and from 
time to time as he found it possible Mr. Jones ex- 
tended the boundaries of his farm until it now 
comprises one hundred and sixty-four acres. It is 
lacking in no particular of improvement but is 
complete in all its appointments. He has also 
given to his sons farms in the vicinity of his own 
and they are now all prosperous agriculturists of 
Mt. Pleasant Township. Mr. Jones is a man of 
sterling worth and throughout the county is well 
and favorably known. His residence here covers 


( 


) 


I 
i 


nearly half a century and he certainly deserves 
mention among the honored pioneers. 

Our subject is the eldest of two sons and two 
daughters who grew to mature years. The next 
younger, Daniel; resides at home and aids in the 
operation of the farm; Jane Ann is still under the 
parental roof, and Susan, a highly educated young 
lady, is a successful teacher of Milwaukee. 

John D. Jones, whose name heads this sketeh, 
spent the days of his boyhood and youth upon 
his father’s farm and was reared to habits of in- 
dustry and enterprise. His primary education, 
acquired in the common schools was supplemented 
by a course in the Racine Commercial College, and 
he also spent one term as a student in Rochester 
Seminary. When his school life was ended he en- 
gaged in teaching for about ten years in Racine 
County and as an instructor was very successful. 

On the 7th of July, 1881, Mr. Jones was united 
in marriage in Mt. Pleasant Township with Miss 
Kate Gittings, who was born in Racine County 
and isa daughter of Edward and Margaret (Evans) 
Gittings, who were among the pioneer settlers of 
of Racine County, where they located in 1855, 
Four years previous they had left Wales, their 
native land, and during that interval had been 
residents of the Empire State. Mr. Gittings made 
a farm in Racine County and here resided until 
his death which occurred July 15, 1887. Unto 
Mr. and Mrs. Jones have been born a family of 
three children—Mabel, Margaret and John D., all 
of whom are now attending school. 

For a year after his marriage Mr. Jones continued 
teaching and then located upon the farm on which 
he has since resided. The success which attended 
his efforts as an instructor has also been with him 
as a farmer and he is numbered among the enter- 
prising and progressive agriculturists of the com- 
munity. ‘The valuable tract of one hundred acres 
which pays tribute to his care and cultivation is 
pleasantly and conveniently located within three 
miles of Racine and isa very desirable farm. The 
improvements consisting of a good residence, ex- 
cellent barns and other outbuildings. Although 
his life has been a busy one, Mr. Jones has yet 
found time to devote to public interests and has 
served in a number of official positions of honor 


and trust. He was elected and served as Town 
Clerk for three consecutive terms, was also Justice 
of the Peace and served two terms as Magistrate. 
In every public office he has been called upon to 
fill he has discharged his duties with promptness 
and fidelity, thus winning the commendation of 
all concerned. Since becoming a.voter he- has 
been identified with the Republican party and of 
its principles is a stanch advocate. For twenty 
years he has been a member of the School Board 
and his labors have done much for the advance- 
ment of the grade of schools in this community. 
He and his wife are members of the Welsh Presby- 
terian Church, which he serves as Secretary, and 
in social circles they rank high as they also do in 
the esteem of their many friends and acquaintances. 


— 


| LBERT BRITTON, of Norway Township, 
Racine County, has resided since 1846, 

upon his farm on section 25, which is 
pleasantly situated near North Cape. He 

He was born August 9, 

1831, and his parents, Harvey and Maria Britton, 
were also natives of Norway, where they were 
reared and married. It was in 1813, our subject 
being then a lad of twelve years, that the family 
bade good-by to their old home and crossed the 
briny deep. They arrived in New York in July 
of that year and at once resumed their journey, 
going up the Hudson River to Albany, and by 
canal to Buffalo, whence they proceeded by way 
of the Lakes to Milwaukee, Wis. They made 
their first settlement in the town of Paris, Kenosha 
County, and after three years came to Racine 
County, Harvey Britton purchasing a tract of raw 
land in the town of Norway. This he cleared of 
trees and brush. plowed the hitherto unbroken 
tract, divided it into fields of convenient size by 
fences and his labors soon were rewarded by plen- 
tious crops provided for the wants of the family. 
The parents resided upon that farm through the 
remainder of their lives. Mr. Britton died in 
June, 1882, at the advanced age of eighty-seven 
years, and his wife died in North Cape, in Febru- 
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ary, 1883, at the age of seventy-eight. Their 
union was blessed with ten children, seven sons 
and three daughters, seven of whom grew to ma- 
ture years. Albert is the third child; Harvey, who 
enlisted in 1861, in the Fifteenth Wisconsin In- 
fantry for the late war, died in the service, Octo- 
ber 11, 1864, at Camp Sumter; Erick died in 
Wisconsin about 1846; Andrew, who was one of 
the boys in blue of the Forty-third Wisconsin In- 
fantry, is now married and resides in Michigan, 
where he is engaged in the lumber business; Ann 
is the widow of Torres Anphinson, who died in 
1854, and she now resides in Chicago; Mary is the 
wife of Hans Jacob Anderson, of Portland, Ore.; 
and Inger, who is the wife of A. Stabford, of 
Chicago. 

Under the parental roof our subject was reared 
to manhood, remaining at home with his father 
until his marriage. In the town of Norway, 
March 22, 1862, he wedded Christina M. Simpson, 
who was born in the land of which he is a native 
and came with her parents to this country when 
eight years old, being reared and educated in Chi- 
cago, where her father, Simon Erlandson, located 
in 1854, and resided until his death. Previous to 
his marriage Mr. Britton had purchased and im- 
proved forty acres of land upon which the young 
couple began their domestic life and their home 
was blessed by the presence of three children: 
Harvey E., Ida A., and Martin, but the last-named 
died April 2, 1891, at the age of nineteen years. 

The home farm of the family comprises one 
hundred acres of valuable land and of this one 
hundred and twenty acres is under cultivation. 
Few farms are better improved and the owner is 
accounted one of the successful and progressive 
agriculturists of the community. In polities he is 
a Republican and a warm supporter of the party 
principles. He has served as Supervisor of his 
township and for fifteen consecutive years has 
been Town Clerk. His long retention in that office 
is a high testimonial of his ability and shows that 
the people place in him the utmost confidence. 
When any enterprise is on foot that tends to benefit 
the community or promote the general welfare his 
aid and support are never withheld as he desires 
to perform his part in the advancement of every 
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good work. He and his wife, together with their 
son and daughter are members of the Lutheran 
Church, and in the social world they rank high, 
their circle of acquaintances in this community 
being extensive. 


OHN WESTON O’HARROW, who is associ- 
ated with George H. Dickey in the manage- 
ment of the A. P. Dickey Manufacturing 

Company of Racine, was born in Albion, 

Orleans County, N. Y., February 28, 1854, and is 

one of three children whose parents were Ardle 

and Sarah (Weston) O'Harrow. Ilis father was a 

native of Putnam County, N. Y., though his an- 

cestors came from the Emerald Isle. His mother 
was born near Bath, England, and when fourteen 
years of age came to the United States. They 
were married in Orleans County, N. Y., where Mr. 

O'Harrow was for many years a merchant miller, 

having learned his trade in early life. He took 

an active interest in the triumphant of Democratic 


principles but never strove for the emoluments of 
public office. His death occurred in Orleans Coun- 
ty, N. Y., in 1869, at the age of fifty-two years. 
His widow lives with our subject and is now sixty- 
nine years of age. 

J. W. O'Harrow, though a young man, has had 
quite an experience in business. Having attended 
school until fifteen years of age, he then entered 
the Orleans County National Bank at Albion, N. Y., 
in the position of an assistant book-keeper and 
two years later was made book-keeper, in which 
capacity he served until 1885, when he came to 
Racine, Wis., to assist in managing the affairs of 
the A. P. Dickey Manufacturing Company. 

Mr. O'Harrow had previously visited Racine and 
had found a wife in the person of Lucy D., daugh- 
ter of A. P. Dickey. Their marriage was celebrated 
on the 3d of June, 1884. A native of Racine, she 
was born on the 7th day of April, 1859, and is a 
member of the Presbyterian Church. By her mar- 
riage she has become a mother of two children— 
Lawrence Dickey and John Weston Jr. 

In political matters, Mr. O’Harrow is not com- 
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mitted to any party but holds himself free to sup- 
port the man whom he thinks best fitted for the 
position, regardless of party affiliations. In his 
social relations he is a Knight Templar Mason, be- 
ing Junior Warden of Racine Commandery. He 
is one of the most prominent business men of the 
city and standsat the head of one of the oldest 
manufacturing establishments in Racine. The 
factory still turns out the celebrated A. P. Dickey 
farm fanning mills, warehouse elevators and separ- 
to 
Mr. O’ Harrow possesses excel- 
lent business ability, is sagacious and enterprising 
and the success of the business of which Le 


ators and employment is thereby fu.nished 
some forty hands. 


is one 
of the managers has during the past six years been 
largely due to his exertions. 
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JOUN H. WILLIS, business manager for the 
Times Publishing Company, Racine Daily 
Times and Utley's Dollar Weekly of Racine, 
Y) was born in Weymouth, Mass., March 16, 
1825, and is the youngest of eight children, three 
sons and five daughters, whose parents were Tilley 
and Elizabeth (Stetson) Willis. Both were natives 
of the old Bay State, and the father followed me- 
chanical pursuits fora livelihood. He was au strong 


Whig and in religious faith was a Congregational- 
ist as was also his estimable wife. She died at the age 
of sixty-three years, of Asiatic cholera and Mr. 
Willis reached the advanced age of four-score years. 
Only three of their children are now living name- 
ly: Mrs. Elizabeth Curtis, whose home is in Wey- 
mouth, Mass.; Ruth Blanchard, also of that State; 
John H. of this sketch. 

Our subject received a common-school educa- 
tion and at the age of seventeen left home to make 
his own way in the world. He went to Boston, 
where for five years he engagedin clerking, after 
which he was engaged in conducting a market and 
grocery store for some ten years in his native 
town and in Bridgeport, Conn., for ten years. In 
the last named town an important event in his life 
occurred. It was his marriage, in April, 1870, 


with Rey. Olympia Brown, a sketch of whom is 
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two children, Henry P., now in college and Gwen- 
dolen. 

In 1878, Mr. Willis removed to Racine, where 
he engaged in trude for some two years. Since 
1884, he has held his present position as manager 
of the Times Publishing Compan y and the Racine 
Daily Times, and Utley’s Dollar Weekly. He possess- 
es excellent business ability and is well qualified to 
serve in that position. In politics he is independ- 
entand in religious belief both he and his wife are 
Universalists. In his business relations, Mr. Willis 
treats every caller so courteously that the caller, 


if not himself a gentleman, goes away impressed, 


with the fact that Mr. Willis is. With the poor 
and suffering, he is in sympathetic touch and his 
position as President of the Racine Relief Associa- 
tion has given him an opportunity to know and 


| 
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pra on another page of this work. They have | wife was Rebecca Chass, de given above, a by 


their union were born four sons and three daugh- 


ters: Sylvia died when a young lady; Nehemiah 


relieve their distress. Charitable and benevolent, his 
kindness wins many friends and his excellencies of 


character have secured him high regard and con- 
fidence, 


8b 


TA LONZO BURGESS, a pioneer of Kenosha 


( 
J Ib Racine County, now a resident of the city 
j of Racine, was born in East Bennington, 
Bennington County, Vt., August 27, 1820. His 
parents were Benjamin and Rebecca (Chase) Bur- 
gess, who were also natives of Bennington County. 
His father was a farmer by oecupation and was 
married in his native county. In 1825 he moved 
with his family to Oswego County, N. Y., and set- 
tled in the town of Hannibal where he resided un- 
til the spring of 1836, when he emigrated from 
New York to Wisconsin Territory. He located 
on a tract of Government land adjacent to the 
village of Southport, now Kenosha, March 5, of 
that year. At that time the Territory in which 
Southport was situated was in Milwaukee County. 
In 1836 1t was set off as Racine County, and the 
later division left it Kenosha County as it now ex- 
ists, 

Benjamin Burgess was twice married. 

33 


County of 1836, and an early settler of | 


His first | 


married Sophia Hulbut and both are now deceased; 
Benjamin wedded Sophia Gardner and is a farmer 
of Brighton Township, Kenosha County; Alonzo 
comes next; Joel married and is now deceased; 
Patience, widow of Peter McNulty, resides in 
Brighton ‘Township; Julia, widow of Nicholas Le 
Poidvine, resides in Beatrice, Neb. After the death 
of the first wife the father married Amanda Foster 
by whom he had four children, as follows: William 
E., a successful farmer of Somers Township, Keno- 
sha County; Martha, deceased, was the wife of 
Charles Tieknor; Belinda, widow of Thomas Dow, 
resides in Racine; Cyrus was drowned at the age 
of eighteen. Mr. Burgess was engaged in the 


| saw-mill business until his death, which occurred in 


March 1838, only two years after locating in South- 
port. 

Alonzo Burgess removed to Oswego County, 
N. Y., with his parents when five years of age and 
came to Wisconsin with them in March, 1836, be- 
ing then a lad of fifteen years. Soon afterward he 
went to work wiih his uncle, William Foster, with 
whom he remained five anda half years. He then 
engaged in the manufacture of brick near Kenosha 
and bought a farm of eighty acres in the town of 
Somers. On the 6th of July, 1844, he was married 
in that town to Miss Artemesia Kellogg, daughter 
of Arthur and Armena (Howe) Kellogg. She was 
born near Oswego Falls, N. Y., and was an earnest 
Methodist in religious faith. Five children were 
born of their union: Adelia A., wife of Richard 
Wagner, of Beatrice, Neb.; Emeretta who wedded 
L. Cook, of Somers, Kenosha County; Frederick 
A., who married Cordelia Foster and isa farmer of 
Mt. Pleasant; Carrie A., wife of E. L. Cook, of 
Somers, and Martha, who died at the age of eight- 
een years. Mrs. Burgess died on the 8th of May, 
1863, in the prime of womanhood. 

On the Ist of July, 1867, Mr. Burgess was mar- 
ried, in Kenosha County, to Miss Mary A. Bus- 
well, who was born in Hopkinton, N. H., February 
16, 1829, and is a daughter of Ezra and Judith 
A. (Judkins) Buswell. She became a teacher in 
girlhood, teaching in a High School in Ohio and 
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also in the Kenosha and Racine High Schools, Her 
career as a teacher included an experience of many 
years and was distinguished by superior ability and 
a conscientious discharge of duty. She came to 
Kenosha County with her parents in 1842 when 
thirteon years of age. Her father was a highly re- 
spected pioneer of that county, was born in Gran- 
tham, N. II., April 27, 1793, and died in Paris 
Township, Kenosha County, November 14, 1863, 
Her mother was born in Concord, N. H., Decem- 
ber 19, 1800, and died in Mt, Pleasant ‘Township, 
Racine County, February 14, 1876, 

Mr. Buswell was a man of more than ordinary 
ability and of fair scholastic training. After com- 
ing to Wisconsin he took an active part in local 
affairs, serving several years as ‘Township Super- 
visor. His marriage to Miss Judkins occurred in 
Warner, N. H. Until his removal Westward he 
was engaged in conducting a tannery and shoe es- 
tablishment. His object in coming to Wisconsin 
was to locate his sons on farms. He therefore left 
New Hampshire in 1842 for Southport, now Keno- 
sha, but the lake was so rough the vessel could not 
land and hence went on to Chicago. By team Mr. 
Buswell came to Paris Township, where he entered 
three hundred and twenty acres of land from the 
Government, to which he added by purchase. He 
gave the eldest three sons farms, and lived to see 
all his children become respected members of soci- 
ety. He had tive children, as follows, Moses C., : 
farmer of Somers Township; Edmund D., a farmer 
of Whiting, Kan.; George, who removed to Iowa, 
died in 1885; Mary X.; John S., a veteran of the 
late war, who lost his health in the service, resides 
in Union Grove, Wis. In politics Mr. Buswell was 
a Democrat until the rise of the Republican party, 
to which he afterward adhered. Both were mem- 
bers of the Baptist Church, to which society their 
daughter also belongs. Two children were born 
to Mr. and Mrs. Burgess in the town of Mt. Pleas- 
ant, Racine County; M. May, born May 17, 1869, 
and E. Roy, born September 13, 1872. 

Mr. Burgess made his home in the part of Racine 
County since made into Kenosha County until 
1842, when he removed to the present Racine 
County and purchased a farm of one hundred and 
sixty acres, which he imereased by subsequent pur- 
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chase to four hundred and twenty acres. He be- 
came one of the leading farmers of Racine County 
and was an extensive grower of sheep aud Dur- 
ham cattle. He continued to conduct his farm 
until April, 1880, when he removed to Racine City, 
partly on account of securing better educational 
advantages for his young children. He still owns 
his farm of two hundred and fifty acres which is 
situated near the southwest corner of the town of 
Mt. Pleasant and which is one of the most valua- 
ble farms in the county. He began for himself in 
life a poor boy and has become one of the substan- 
tial men of his township. His start ip life was 
made by molding brick, at which he worked most 
industriously. 

Mr. Burgess is a Republican in politics and has 
served two years as Supervisor of Mt. Pleasant 
Township, He is a thoroughly practical farmer 
and has by industry and judicious management 
accumulated a fine property. It is now fifty-six 
years since he became a resident of Wisconsin and 
his course in life has been distinguished by integ- 
rity, honor and fairness in all his relations with 


his fellow-citizens. 


Kenosha County, and a resident of the 
city of Kenosha, is one among the oldest 
living settlers of the county, having made 
his home here nearly a half century. He sprang 
from a Connecticut family which was of German 
extraction. His grandfather Benedict was a far- 
mer of Fairfield County, Conn., and his father, 
John Benedict, was also a native of Fairfield 
County, where he grew to manhood and married 
Anna Barnum, a distant relative of the late P. T. 
Barnum. She, too, was born in Fairfield County. 
While in the East, John Benedict carried on a 
merchant tailoring business. In 1842, believing 
he could better his condition in this new country, 
he came to Kenosha, which then bore the name of 
Southport, and was one of the most important 
towns in the Territory of Wisconsin. After run- 


ning a ‚hotel for some timo, he removed to a farm 
and spent some nine years in tilling the soil, after 
which he returned to Kenosha, where he and his 
estimable wife passed their last days, the former 
reaching the age of seventy-two years, while Mrs. 
Benedict was called to her final rest at the age of 
sixty. Both were members of the Christian 
Church, and in political sentiment Mr, Benedict 
wasan old-line Whig until the rise of the Repub- 
lican party, to which he ever afterwards gave his 
support. 

The family consisted of but three children, of 
whom Daniel B. is the youngest. He was born in 
Danbury, Fairfield County, Conn., March 22, 1831, 
and was therefore eleven years old when he first 
became a resident of Kenosha. His educational 
advantages were very meagre, as were those of all 
the boys who grew up here in an early day. Un- 
til twenty-three years of age he gave his father 
his services. Having remained othe farm until 
1856, he then returned to Kenosha, and was for 
eight years engaged in merchandising, at the ex- 
piration of which period he engaged with the firm 
of Sweet, Dempster € Co., of Chicago, in whose 
employ he remained for three years. 

From the time he attained his majority, Mr. 
Benedict identified himself with the Republican 
party, to the principles of which he has ever been 
a stanch adherent. In 1870 he was elected Reg- 
ister of Deeds for Kenosha County, which office 
he held uninterruptedly until 1881, when he suc- 
ceeded Hon. E. G. Timme as County Clerk, which 
position he has held continuously since, covering 
a period of eleven consecutive years. If retention 
in places of public trust is a fair measure of capa- 
bility and faithfulness, the election of Mr. Ben- 
edict for twenty-one years to county ollices, is a 
compliment not to be despised. During the war 
he served three years as Deputy Collector of In- 
ternal Revenue, for three years he was City Clerk 
of Kenosha, and other positions of minor import- 


ance he has been called upon to fill. For five 
years he has been Secretary of the Old Settlers’ 


Society, and has taken an active interest in col- 
leeting the photographs of pioneers for the society, 
now having some two hundred. 

Mr. Benedict was married on the 23d of March, 
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1856, Miss Anna ‘Tarbell becoming his wife, and 
unto them was born one child—Nellie. Mr. Ben- 
edict and his daughter are members of the Baptist 
Church. His wife, who was a member of the 
Congregational Church, was called to her final 
rest March 11, 1890. Socially, Mr. Benedict is 
connected with the Masonic and with the Odd 
Fellow’s fraternity. From his long residence in 
the county, from the active part he has taken in 
all old settler gutherings, and through his ex- 
tended public career he has become known to al- 
most every resident of the county. In all that 
tends to advance the city or county of Kenosha, 
Mr. Benedict takes an active interest and so far as 
his circumstances will allow lends substantial as- 
sistance. 
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| AMES CALLEN, present Supervisor of Cale- 

donia Township, whois engaged in farming 

on section 17, is a native of the Emerald 

Isle. He was born in County Land, on the 
14th of March, 1833, and is a son of Nicholas and 
Mary (McKeever) Callen, who were also born in 
the same locality. His father had limited educa- 
tional advantages and was early inured to the 
hardships of farm life. Throughout his life he 
followed agricultural pursuits. In August, 1850, 
he accompanied by his wife and three children, 
two sons and a daughter he sailed for America 
and on arriving in Wisconsin took up his resi- 
dence in Caledonia Township, Racine County. His - 
financial resources were indeed very limited and 
for a time, he worked the farm on shares. After- 
ward he becaine more prosperous and had a home 
of his owu. He died in April, 1887, at the age of 
seventy-six years at his home in Raymond Town- 
ship. His wife had previously been called to her 
final rest. ‘They were members of the Catholic 
Unto 
born four children— 


Church and in politics, he was a Democrat. 


Mr. and Mrs. Callen were 


Patrick, who was an early settler of this county, 
is now a resident farmer of Kansas; Nicholas died 
in Ireland; James is the next younger and Bridget 
is now deceased. 

Upon the Emerald Isle, James Callen spent the 
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days of his boyhood, where he acquired a good 
education and worked upon his father’s farm. He 
was a young man of seventeen years when he 
crossed the Atlantic to this country. The follow- 
ing day after his arrival, be began working in a 
harvest field. He made his home with his parents 
until twenty-one vears of age and then began life 
for himself. After operating a rented farm for 
two years, he was enabled, through his industry 
and economy, to purchase a forty-acre tract of 
land and subsequently. he soid this and bought 
eighty acres, which he owned and operated for six- 
teen years. At the expiration of that time. he 
opened a store and saloon in Raymond, which be 
carried on for eight years with good success. Once 
more purchasing forty acres of land, he again 
turned his attention to farming and has now re- 
sided on section 17, Caledonia Township for three 
years. He owns sixty-seven acres of land. His 
bome has been recently erected and the improve- 
ments are all in keeping with a model farm. 

In February, 1854, Mr. Callen was joined in 
wedlock with Miss Mary Duffey, a native of Jre- 
land, and unto them have been born twelve chil- 
dren, all of whom are living at the time of this 
writing in 1891. It is wonderful that in a family 
so large the circle has never yet been broken. 
Thomas, the eldest, is a resident of Milwaukee; 
Mary also makes ber home in that city; James is 
an employe of a cable car company in Chicago; 
William there makes his home; Lizzie is a resident 
of Milwaukee; Patrick is working for a car com- 
pany in Milwaukee; Annie. Kate and George are 
residents of that city; Ella, Jane and Agpie are 
yet at home. 

Mr. Callen and his family are all members of the 
Catholic Church, and in politics, be is a Democrat. 
having supported that party since casting his first 
vote for President Buchanan. He has been a mem- 
ber of the Board of Supervisors for three years 
and yet fills the position, being an efficient public 
servant. Mr. Callen may well be spoken of as a 
self-made man, as without capital, save a young 
man's bright hope of the future, be began life for 
himself and upon his own efforts alone has since 
been dependent. The industry. perseverance and 
enterprise, which have characterized his life, have 
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won him success and he has now a comfortable 
competence. The forty-one years of his residence 
in Racine County numbers him among its pioveers 
and the part which he has borne in its upbuilding 
and advancement classes him among its founders. 
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EVI S. BUSH owns and operates a good 


farm of eighty acres on section 20, Somers 
2 Township, Kenosha County, conveniently 
and pleasantly situated about two miles from 
Somers Station. He is truly a self-made man for 
by his own efforts he has acquired his present de- 
sirable property. His home has all the modern 
improvements; the dwelling is a neat and substan- 
tial one and in keeping with it are all the other 
necessary buildings. He also a good orchard in 
which are fruit of all varieties that supply his 
table plentifully in their season. 

A native of Cortland County, N. I., Mr. Bush 
was born on the 24th of May, 1835. Bis parents, 
Simon and Nellie Bush, are mentioned in the 
sketch of William R. Bush on anotber page of this 
work, The educational advantages of our subject 
were limited and to bis father he gave the benefit 
of his labors upon the farm until twenty years of 
age. Jn the county of bis nativity, in his twenty- 
first vear be wedded Miss Betsy Wileox, who was 
also born in Cortland County, and is a daughter 
of one of the farmers gf that county, Benjamin P. 
Wilcox. Their union was celebrated September 
25.1855; and unto them has been born one son— 
Emery D., who now aids his father in the opera- 
tions of the home farm. He was married in the 
town iu town of Somers, June 24. 1891, the lady 
of his choice being Amelia, daughter of Abram 
Ozane. one of the thrifty agriculturists of the 
town of Somers. 

The year of 1856 witnessed the arrival of Mr. 
Bush and his wife in Wisconsin. He joined his 
brother William in Kenosha County and for sev- 
eral years lived upon a rented farm. When by 
industry, economy and good management he had 
acemulated a sufficient sum of money he made 
purchase of eighty acres of land and upon that 
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farm has since resided. There is little resemblance 
in its appearance to-day and at the time it came 
into his possession, for the many improvements he 
he have placed thereon have wrought a great trans- 
formation. 

Mr. Bush exercises his right of franchise in 
support of the Republican party, with which he has 
been identified since its organization and since at- 
taining his majority. He has never sought or 
desired the honors or emoluments of public office, 
however, desiring to give his entire time and at- 
tention to his business interests, His residence in 
Kenosha County covers a period of thirty-five 
years and he is a worthy representative of one of 
the pioneer families. 


ES Ez 


DOLPH GUICHARD, who is now living 

a retired life in Kenosha, was born in the 

city of Lyons, France, on the fourth of 

3) March, 1820, and is the eldest of four 
children who were born unto Ethan and Mary 
(Danbryant) Guichard. 


ELITE) 


They also were natives 
of France, where they grew to manhood and 
womanhood and were married. The year 1849 
witnessed their emigration to America. They 
crossed the Atlantic in a sailing vessel and after 
coming to Wisconsin took up their residence upon 
a farm in Pleasant Prairie Township, Kenosha 
County, where the mother died, May 10, 1884, in 
her ninetieth year. Not liking this country as well 
as the land of his birth, Mr. Guichard returned to 
Paris, France, in 1862, and there his death occurred 
eight years later, at the age of eighty-three years. 
Of the children, our subject is the only one now 
living. The youngest died unnamed. 
two were Justin and Adele. 

Adolph Guichard received the educational ad- 
vantages afforded by the common schools of his 
native land and he was reared to manhood under 
the paternal roof. For fifteen years he resided in 
the city of Paris, where he was employed in a 
whalebone factory. Coming with the family to 
this country he has since been a resident of the 
Badger State. He turned his attention to farming 


The other 


and for thirty-five years engaged in agricultural 
pursuits, meeting with good success in his under- 
takings. He was industrious and enterprising and 
by good management and the exercise of correct 
business principles won a handsome competence, 
After many years of toil and labor, he determined 
to lay aside business cares and removed to the city 
of Kenosha in November, 1884, where he yet 
makes his home. At one time he owned consider- 
able real estate. He now has property which ena- 
bles him to live at ease and classes him among the 
well-to-do citizens of the county. 

Ere leaving his native land Mr. Guichard was 
united in marriage with Miss Celine Douchement, 
the marriage being celebrated in Paris, France. 
The lady is a daughter of Charles S. and Reine 
(Dunnis) Douchement. At the polls, Mr. Guichard 
supports the Democratic party, but has never 
sought or desired official preferment, being content 
to devote his energies to his business, in which he 
has met with signal success, Himself and wife are 
members of the Catholic Church. They have now 
been residents of Kenosha County for more than 
forty years and have made many friends within 
its borders. They have also witnessed its growth 
and development, have seen its progress and aided 
in its advancement. They feel a just pride in 
everything pertaining to its welfare and are num- 
hered among its honored pioneers. 


e | RNOLD ROBENS, one of the leading 

| citizens of Racine who for many years 
has been actively engaged in business in 
this city, was born in France, November 28, 


His father, David Robens, was alsoa native 


i812. 
of that country, but his mother, whose maiden 
name was Susan Bann, was born in Germany. 
The subject of this sketch spent the first three 


of his life in France and then removed 
with his parents to Germany, where he grew to 
manhood and received a good education in the 
language of the Father-land. He also learned the 
chandlers trade. When a young man he determin- 
ed to try his fortune in America aud crossed the 


years 


he 


Atlantic in 1844, ‘landing | in New York, in Octo- | 
ber of that year. The following year he became a | 
resident of Ft. Wayne, Ind., where he worked at 
his trade for ten months, after which he went to 
Cincinnati. In that city and Dayton he worked 
for a number of years, and as he was a faith- 
ful employe was never long out of a position. 
When his adopted country became engaged in 
war with Mexico, Mr. Robens enlisted in 1846 as 
a member of the First Ohio Regiment, under com- 
mand of Col. Mitchell, while the company was in 
charge of Capt. Giddings. He remained in the | 
service until the close of the war and was promot- 
ed from a private to the rank of Sergeant-Major. 
He participated in the storming of Monterey and 
the battle of Buena Vista, and was twice wound- 
ed, receiving a lance thrust in the hand and a 
sword cut across the face. After the close of 
hostilities Mr. Robens went to New Orleans with 
his regiment and was there honorably discharged 
and mustered out of the service. Soon afterwards 


he returned to Ohio and located in Cleveland | 
but a few months later removed to Mansfield, | 


where he established a business of his own, carry- 
ing it on with excellent success at that place for 
five years. At length selling out, he went to 
Sandusky, where he carried on business for two 
years. 

It was during his residence in Sandusky that 


Mr. Robens was united in marriage November 20, | 


1852, with Mary Louisa Cartland. To Mr. and Mrs. 


Robens were born four children only one of whom | 


is now living. 

On the day succeeding his marriage Mr. Robens 
turned his face Westward and after journeying some 
time arrived in Chicago, where he remained four 
years working asforeman ina factory. He then 
engaged in business for himself in that city for 


two years and in 1856 became a resident of Wis- | 


consin. After living for some time in Waukegan 
and Kenosha, he came to Racine in 1859, built a 
factory here and has since engaged in the manu- 
facture of soap. He commenced business in a | 


small way, his means being limited, but was soon 
obliged to increase his facilities to meet the de- 
mands of his growing trade, and in the course of 
time he had an excellent patronage. His success has 
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made bie one of the subhantial.ı citizens of Racine 
and he is the owner of some real estate in the city 
besides his comfortable residence property at No.806 
La Salle Street. 

In his social relations Mr. Robens is an Odd 
Fellow and has filled all the Chairs in his order. 
In politics he is a Republican, but has never taken 
an active part in political affairs although often 
urged to become a candidate for office. In spite 
of hisadvanced years he is yet energetic and en- 
terprising and manages a good business. By those 
with whom social or business relations have 
brought him in contact he is esteemed as an upright, 
honorable man, one who is worthy the regard of 
his friends. 


ON. 
State, resides in Kenosha, Wis. 
a citizen of any county, through worthy 


ERNST G. TIMME, ex-Secretary of 


Lo 

A Y Whenever 
A achievement, becomes distinguished, he 
not only adds luster to his own name but aiso 
reflects credit on that locality, the citizens whereof 
delight to do him honor. Kenosha County has 
produced a number of men of whom she is justly 
proud, and among that number should be men- 
tioned the gentleman whose name heads this 
sketch. 

Mr. Timme is a native of Werden, Rhine Prov- 
ince, Prussia, born June 21, 1843. He springs 
from a family possessed of martial spirit. As far 
back as authentic records reach his ancestors have 
taken part in the wars in which the Fatherland 


| has been engaged, both his paternal and maternal 


grandfathers serving in the war against Napoleon. 
Different members of the family have held offices 
from the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel down to 
Captain. 

Theodore Timme, the father of our subject was 
foreman in the finishing department of a woolen 
factory, in which position he succeeded his father. 
Theodore Timme inherited the sterling virtues of 
the old German forefathers, and was ever held in 
high regard in the community in which he lived. 
At Werden he married Miss Henrietta Sturz- 
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nickel, and of this union were twelve children, the office of County Clerk of Kenosha County 


of whom nine are living. Prior to his removal 
to the United States Mr. Timme served in the 
Prussian army. Wishing to leave his children in 
a country where they could rise by worthy effort, 
he sailed for the United States in 1848, and after 
a long and tedious voyage arrived in Southport, 


now Kenosha, Wis. Locating on a farm in Wheat- | 


iand Township, he devoted the remainder of his 
life to agriculture. 

of sixty-cight years. 
in her seventieth year. 


His wife still survives and is 
Both in early life became 


members of the Lutheran Church and ever ad- | 
In political sentiment he was | 


hered to that faith. 
a Republican. 
Ernst was the eldest in his father’s family. 
Until the breaking out of the war he spent his 
time very much as other farmer boys, laboring 
nine months of the year and attending the dis- 
trict school the other three. In July, 1861, he 


enlisted as a private in Company C, First Wiscon- | 
| an active worker in the Grand Army of the Re- 


sin Infantry. He participated in the battles of 


Perryville, Stone River, Hoover Gap, and all the 


minor engagements in which his regiment took 
part until the battle of Chickamauga. In the 
first two battles named he received slight wounds, 
and on the second day of the battle of Chicka- 
mauga, September 20, 1863, while resisting an 
attempt to take a battery, he lost his left arm 
from a gunshot wound. For gallantry displayed 
on this occasion he was honored with 
sion as Captain by brevet. After remaining in 


the hospitals at Nashville, Tenn., and Madison, | 
Wis., for eight months he was honorably dis- | 


charged, though his wound did not heal for a 
year. 

Feeling that his education was insuflicient, and 
being generously offered a home while he should 
attend school, by an uncle in Cleveland, Ohio, 


Mr. Timme accepted the offer and was a student | 
in the High School and Bryant & Stratton’s | 


Commercial College until 1866, when he returned 


to visit his parents. While here he was nomi- | 


nated as an independent candidate for Township 


Clerk, and notwithstanding the fact that Wheat- | 
land Township was Democratic, he was elected by | 
| lives in that land. 


large majority. From 1867 until 1882 he held 


Mis death occurred at the age | 


| staff. 
| build, and well preserved for one who has en- 
| dured the hardships of army life. While words of 


a commis- | 
| ability and trustworthiness has already been paid 


without interruption, and such was his popularity 


asa county official that it was a recognized fact 


that when Mr. Timme was nominated for any 
office within the gift of the people of the county 
it was equal to an election. In the year 1877 he 
was a prominent candidate before the Republican 
convention for Secretary of State, but not until 
1881 was he a candidate for that office before the 
people. From January 1, 1882, until January 1, 
1891, he filled the office most acceptably, having 


been three times re-elected. 


Mr. Timme was married in Kenosha County, 
March 25, 1867, to Miss Carrie J., daughter of 
Francis and Christina Maas, She is a native of 
Kenosha County, and by their marriage were born 


| eight children, but live have been called to their 


final home. The living are: Albert F., an employe in 
the works of Phil Armour, of Chicago; Lena and 
Elizabeth. 

In politics Mr. Timme is a Republican and is 


public, having been sent as delegate from the 
Fred S. Lovell Post, No. 130, to the State En- 
campment ever since its organization. He has 
also served as Aide on the National Commander’s 
In appearance Mr. Timme is erect, of stout 


praise might appropriately be bestowed upon the 
record he has made, the highest tribute to his 


by the people who retained him for fifteen years 
in a county office and nine years in one of the 
highest positions in the State. 


MA RS. ELLEN B. NOBES, who resides on 
WN section 24, Yorkville Township, Racine 
County, was born on the Emerald Isle, in 
County Cary, February 2, 1842. Her 
parents, John and Ellen (McCarthy) Shaughnessy, 
were also natives of Ireland and spent their entire 
In their family were five chil- 
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dren, but only two are now living— Mrs. Nobes, 
and Patrick, who married Miss Ellen Marshall, and 
is engaged as foreman in the Fire Department at 
Racine. 

When a maiden of nine summers, Ellen Shaugh- 
nessy crossed the Atlantic to America with her 
uncle. They settled in New York where they 
spent three years, and then came to Racine in 1854. 
Mrs. Nobes acquired her education in the common 
schools, and remained in Racine until her marriage, 
which was celebrated July 4, 1864, wlien she be- 
came the wife of Robert Nobes. He was born in 
Erie County, Ohio, August 2, 1838, and was a son 
of John and Mary (Overton) Nobes, both of whom 
were natives of England. On emigrating to Amer- 
ica the father settled in Ohio, whence he came 
to Racine County about 1854, where both he 
and his wife spent their last days. They were 
the parents of seven children, namely:—Maria, 
now a widow residing in Cleveland, Ohio; Susan, 
deceased; Robert, husband of our subject; Samuel, 
who wedded Mary Pike, and is a farmer of Mis- 
souri; Jennie, deceased; Josephine, wife of Elijah 
Chadwick, a machinist of Racine; and Willard, 
now deceased. 

Robert Nobes began life for himself a poor boy 
with nothing but a pair of strong and willing 
hands. He worked upon a farm for a time, and at 
the age of twenty-three responded to bis country’s 
call for troops, enlisting in September, 1861, as a 
member of Company K, Eighth Wisconsin Infantry. 
The regiment was assigned to the Army of the 
Mississippi, and the first battle in which he par 
ticipated was at Frederickstown. He also took 
part in the battles of luxa, Holly Springs, Jackson, 
the famous siege of Vicksburg, the Red River 
expedition lasting one hundred days, the battle of 
Sabine Cross Roads, and the expedition under 
Gen. Smith through Tennessee. At the battle of 
Nashville the Eighth Wisconsin suffered a heavy 
loss. The troops afterwards went to Mobile, Ala., 
and marched thirteen hundred miles to New Orleans. 
In Alabama, while on a foraging expedition, he 
was accidentally shot through the palm of his 
right hand disabling it for life. Then came the 
battles of Spanish Fort and Ft. Blakesley, which 
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ation of his three years’ term of service, Mr. 
Nobes veteranized and received a thirty days’ 
furlough. It was during his home visit that 
he was married, and when his leave of absence 
had expired he bade adieu to and 
again joined his command. He was only once in 
the hospital during the entire time, never in the 
guard house, never captured, and did not receive 
a furlough except at the time of his re-enlistment. 
He entered the service as a private, and was after- 
wards promoted to the drum corps. He traveled 
in all over fourteen thousand eight hundred and 
fourteen miles, going on steamboat seven thousand 
one hundred and sixty-five miles, by railroad three 
thousand six hundred and forty-five miles, and on 
foot four and four miles. No more 
faithful soldier was found in the ranks of the blue. 
Always at his post of duty he valiantly defended 
his country and won for himself an honored sol- 
dier’s record. 


his bride 


thousand 


When the war was over Mr. Nobes returned to 
his home, and for some time engaged in farming 
in Mt. Pleasant Township, after which he moved 
to Yorkville Towaship, where his widow yet resides. 
He was an industrious and progressive citizen, and 
the beautiful home farm indicates his thrift and 
enterprise. He became an inflexible adherent of 
Republican principles, supporting that party from 
the time when he cast his first Presidential vote for 
Abraham Lincoln. He never sought office, prefer- 
ring to devote his entire attention to his business 
interests and the enjoyment of his home, but was 
always well informed on the questions of the day, 
political and otherwise. An honored member of 
the Grand Army Post of Union Grove, he had the 
respect of his army comrades among whom he had 
fought through four long years of warfare. He 
departed this life July 30, 1891, dying of heart 
disease. A faithful friend, a valued citizen and a 
loving husband and father, his death was mourned 
throughout the community. His funeral services 
were conducted at his home, and it was probably 
the largest gathering of the kind in Yorkville 
Township. The remains were then interred in 
Sylvania Cemetery. There is a vacant chair in the 
household, but the memory of the husband and 


were among the last of the war. At the expir- | father is ever present with the family. 
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Mrs. Nobes and her children still reside on the 
old homestead, where they have now lived for 
some years. She is a lady of many excellencies of 
character, known and esteemed throughout the 


community and, as did her husband, shares in the“ 


regard of a large circle of friends and acquaintances. 
Oscar, the eldest son of the family, still resides 
with his mother, caring for the home farm. He 
is a young man of good business ability, now but 
little past his majority. In 1888, he cast his first 
vote, supporting Benjamin Harrison, our present 
Executive. Erminie, who has successfully taught 
in the schools of this country, is also living on the 
old home farm; and Ellen is the wife of John 
Bowers, a farmer residing in this community. 


ee — y — > 
HEAR 


ON. PHILO BELDEN, one of Racine 


* Y County’s earliest pioneers and most re- 
a spected citizens, was born in the town of 


N Canaan, Litchfield County, Conn., October 
22, 1815. Ina family of seven children born unto 
Jonathan and Love (Dean) Belden, he was the 
sixth in order of birth. His education was acquired 
in the public schools of his native town, supple- 
mented by a course in the academy at Litchfield, 
and in the spring of 1838, he came to Wisconsin 
Territory, locating in Rochester, Racine County, 
where he was one of the very earliest settlers. As 
he was at that time a single man, he did not then 
become a permanent resident of the place. He 
was married in La Porte, Ind., on the 6th of June, 
1839, to Miss Mary F. Belden, the second daughter 
of Henry and Fannie Belden. His wife was born 
in Monroe, Ashtabula County, Ohio, September 23, 
1818, and removed with her parents to La Porte, 
Ind., when sixteen years of age. 

Immediately after their marriage, Mr. and Mrs. 
Belden came to Wisconsin, taking up their resi- 
dence in Rochester, where he had previously pur- 
chased property. On the 26th of October, 1839, 
in company with Martin C. Whitman, Levi God- 
frey, Obed Hulburd and Hyland Hurlbut, Mr. Bel- 
den caused to be platted all the village property 
in Rochester on the west side of Fox River and 
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that portion on the east side of the river south of 
Main Street. In 1840 he built and carried on a 
saw mill on the Muskegon River and in 1842 the 
present water power on the Fox River was located 
and established by Philo Belden, Timothy E. Green 
and Jeremiah Ford. In the same year and the 
following one our subject built the first flouring 
mill at Rochester—a frame building costing $13,000. 
He operated the mill as sole proprietor until 1846, 
when he sold out to Messrs. Hurlbut & Abraham 
Hogeland. In connection with his sawmill he 
also owned and operated an iron factory, wherein 
he made castings for his mills. The first brick 
chimney in Rochester was built by him and he 
brought the bricks for that purpose from the mouth 
of Root River, now Racine. Mr. Belden was prom- 
inently identified with the proposed Fox River 
Valley Railroad and was its President. The road 
was to have been built from Richmond, III., to 
Milwaukee, Wis., running through Burlington, 
Rochester and Waterford in Racine County. The 
grading of the road was nearly completed when 
the company became embarrassed and the work 
was abandoned. Mr. Belden was very active and 
public spirited and invested liberally of his means 
in the enterprise which promised to be of great 
importance to his section of the State. The result 
was that he not only suffered great disappointment 
but sustained a heavy loss financially. 

Four children, sons, have been born unto Mr. 
and Mrs. Belden. Henry W., the eldest, married 
Emily F. Brown, of Rochester, and resides in Mil- 
waukee. He enlisted in the Twenty-fourth Wiscon- 
sin Infantry,was promoted to be Second Lieutenant 
in the Thirty-seventh Wisconsin Regiment, later 
became First Lieutenant and subsequently was 
given command of the company with the rank of 
Captain. Edward J., who enlisted in the heavy 
artillery and was stationed in Washington, D. C., 
during his term of service, is now married and re- 
sides in Stockton, Cal., where he has made his 
home since the war. Albert O. enlisted at the age 
of fifteen years on President Lincoln’s cal! for 
sixty-day troops. He wedded Janet Ormiston, of 
Union Grove and resides in Rochester, Wis.; Allen 
H., who completes the family, lives in Racine. 

Judge Belden was a Republican in politics and 
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held various public offices of honor and trust. He 
served several times as Supervisor of Rochester; in 
1852 was elected to the State Legislature, again in 
1862 and also in 1865. In 1870 he was the people’s 
choice for the office of State Senator and served 
two years in that capacity. By Gov. Rusk he was 
appointed County Judge of Racine County in 
1884 to fill a vacancy caused by the death of 
Judge Bronson, and in the spring of 1885 was 
elected for the ensuing term of four years without 
opposition. He served until September, 1889, 
when he resigned on account of failing health and 
died a week later on the 9th of the month. In the 
death of Judge Belden, Racine County lost one of 
her oldest and most highly respected pioneers. 
He was a man who had proved himself capable, 
faithful and honorable in all the walks of life, both 
public and private. His integrity was above ques- 
tion and his devotion to his high moral standard 
so great that he would have suffered anything 
rather than deviate from what he knew to be the 
straight path of duty. His wife, an estimable lady, 
still survives him and yet resides at their home in 
Rochester. 


gon CALEY, one of Racine County’s 
| respected pioneers, now deceased, was born 
* on the Isle of Man in 1805, and there 
grew to manhood, no event of special im- 
portance occurring in his childhood days. After 
attaining his majority he married Miss Margaret 
Clark, and unto them were born three sons and a 
daughter, namely: John, Elizabeth, William and 
Thomas. The mother died in 1837, and after- 
wards, Miss Charlotte Clague became his second 
wife. Their union was blessed with three sons 


and two daughters, namely: Charles E., Isabella, | 


Sarah Jane, Benjamin T. and Henry. 
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Caley estate. He returned to Racine to earn 
money to purchase the necessary seed and farm 
implements and when by industry and economy, 
he had acquired the necessary sum he was robbed 


of it by a treacherous and brutal comrade. With 


| characteristic energy however, he again labored 


In the spring of 1843, Mr. Caley brought his | 


family to America and located in Racine County, 
Wis., where for two years he managed the farm 
of Daniel Slauson. In 1845, he purchased one 
hundred and twenty acres of Government land in 
the town of Dover, which is now known as the 


untiringly until he had secured the money. 
With his family he moved upon the farm in 1847. 
The many hardships of frontier lifeand over ex- 
ertion in fighting a prairie fire undermined his 
health and in 1850, he died of quick consumption, 
at the age of forty-four. Though short his res- 
idence in Dover, all had learned to honor and 
respect him for his sterling worth. 

Mrs. Caley, left with a family of small children 
on a new farm in a wild country, displayed such 
remarkable qualities of endurance and persever- 
ance that it is no wonder that her children and 
friends all honor her. Although obliged to do 
all kinds of farm work besides household duties 
and the care of her children, she found time to 
visit the sick and extend sympathy to friends in 
time of grief and trouble. Although still a young 
woman she refused an advantageous offer of 
marriage, “lest harm should come to her children,“ 
who were dearer to her than self. No wonder 
that they are all loud in their praise of so dear 
and noble a mother. 


“Noble minds 
Are often those of whom the busy world 
Hears least, else surely this woman had not left 
Her grace unrevealed and unproclaimed.”’ 


On the 14th of October, 1889, she passed away 
and her departure was long and sincerely mourned 
by children, neighbors and friends. 

The six sons and three daughters of John Caley 
are below mentioned in order of birth. John is 
married and lives on the old homestead on the 
Isle of Man. Elizabeth died onthe Isle of Man 
at the age of twelve years. William, born 
on the Isle of Man, in 1832, was educa- 
ted in the common schools of Dover Town 
ship, and also took a commercial course in Mil- 
waukee, where he became an apprentice to a boiler 
maker, In 1855, he went to California, by way 
of New York and the Isthmus of Panama, and 
after following mining for a time, built a saw mill 
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and afterwards a quartz mill in San Bernardino. 
He there married Snsan Maria Strong and took 
her father into business with him. In 1877, he 
died, leaving to his widow, three sons and a daugh- 
ter, an ample fortune and an untarnished name. 

Thomas, born on the Isle of Man in 1834, su- 
plemented his primary education by a course 
in Col. MeMynn’s Academy in Racine, and for 
ten years taught school in Racine County. At 
the time of the discovery of gold at Pike,s Peak, 
he started for that Eldorado but hearing that 
many of the stories told were fabulous, he went to 
Oregon, where he taught school for several years 
and then in California’ where he relinquished rod 
and rule and engaged in orange growing in 1870. 
Several successive dry seasons spoiled his crops 
and he left that business in 1878. In 1890, De- 
rrilla De Reimer, became his wife, in Townsend, 
Mont. They now reside in Oregon, enjoying a 
life of ease, made so by an abundance of ducats. 

Charles E., born in 1841, on the Isle of Man, 
became a farmer after completing his education at 
McMynn' Academy. In 1874, he married Miss 
Merta Cad y, daughter of one of Rochester's most 
prominent citizens, by whom he had three sons 
and two daughters. The family reside at Marshall, 
Minn., on a fine farm of one hundred and sixty 
acres. He has held many town offices and is con- 
sidered one of the prominent men of the county. 

Isabella, born in Racine, in 1844, is the wife of 
Jabez Spriggs, son of Rev. Mr. Spriggs of Dover. He 
is a well-to-do farmer of that township, has served 
on the School Board for several years and is held 
in high esteem by his neighbors. 
are two sons, Archie and Harvey. 

Sarah Jane, born April 26, 1847, was given a 
good education and resides on the old homestead, 
She is a genial lady, held in high regard by all 
who know her, 

Benjamin T., born April 25, 1850, in Dover 
Township, still resides on the old homestead, 
which he has increased to two hundred acres, 
Prosperity has been hisand he is pronounced one of 
Dover Township’s best citizens. A staunch Re- 
publican, he broke an eighteen-year record of 
Democratic rule by his election to the office of 
Treasurer in 1879. He has been member of the 


In the family 


| she receives. 
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School Board for three yeats and for one term 
served as Town ‘Treasurer. 

Henry, born on the old homestead, January 16th 
1851, is engaged in farming. In 1882, the Caleys 
bought one hundred thirty-two and a half acres 
of land west of Waterford and in the division 
of the estate this became Henry’s property. His 
wife brought him an adjoining one hundred 
thirty two and a half acres, whieh gives him a 
farm of two hundred and sixty five acres of as 
good land as there is in the township. Upon it 
is an elegant home, fine outbuildings and every 
thing that goesto make up a model farm, all of 
which attests the energy and thrift for which he 
is noted. On the 16th of October, 1879, he wed- 
ded Ella Weage, daughter of Harvey Weage, a 
farmer of Litchfield, Conn., where be was born 
May 19, 1803. Witha brother he came West in 
1831, and purchased the land now owned by 
Henry Caley. In Batavia, N. Y., in 1845, he 
married Miss Alvira J. Baldwin, by whom he had 
four sons and five daughters. Mr. Weage was 
quite a prominent Republican and a successful 
money loaner. He died of rose cancer May 27, 
1884. and although a terrible sufferer, bore his 
trials with patience and without murmur. His 
wife, who was born in Batavia, N, Y., September 
1,1821, wus a very sweet dispositioned lady, a 
great favorite with her acquaintances and a work- 
er in the Methodist Church, a member whom all 
revered. Loss of mind made the latter part of 
her life a blank and death came to her January 5, 
1886. Beside her husband at Oakwood she rests 
and a beautiful monument marks the place of 
their long sleep. 

Ella G. Weage first opened her eyes to the 
light of day April 27, 1859, at Waterford. She is 
a genial lady, well worthy of the love and respect 
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Caley have been 
born the following children—Garfield H., who 
was born March 14, 1880, in Dover Township—a 
bright boy nowat school; Clande H. born No- 
vember 27, 1882, was crippled from a severe sick- 
ness but itis hoped that he will outgrow it. Flor- 
ence E. was born January 25, 1885; and the birth 
of Elsie C., who completes the family, occurred on 
the 11th of October, 1887. 
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The members of the Caley family are well 
known and respected citizens of the community 
and worthy representatives of John Caley and bis 
estimable wife, who are numbered among the bon- 
ored pioneers of this country. 
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HOMAS HARDY, a painter and 
hanger of Racine, is a native of the Emer- 
ald Isle. He was born in Waterford, March 
14, 1838, and is a son of Hall Hardy, also a native 
of Ireland. His father became a cooper by trade 
and after arriving at mature years married Betsy 
Reed, who was born in the same country. Ile fol- 
lowed his chosen vocation in Waterford for many 


paper- 


years, and he and his wife both spent their days in 
that place. 

The subject of this sketch passed his early boy- 
hood under the parental roof, working with his 
father in the cooper shop until fifteen years of age 
when he shipped before the mast and for ten years 
sailed upon the bosom of the Atlantic. During 
that time he frequently crossed the briny deep to 
America but did not locate permanently in the 
United States until 1862. On the 5th of Novem- 
ber, 1860, in Liverpool, England, he led to the 
marriage altar Miss Honora Leam:y, a native of 
Ireland, and about two years later they came to 
this country, making their first settlement in Ra- 
cine, which has proved to be a permanent one. 
For a number of years after his arrival Mr. Hardy 
sailed upon the lakes, but in 1873 abandoned that 
life which he had so long followed and engaged 
in coopering in Racine for a few years, 

It was after this that Mr. Hardy began fitting 
himself for his present business. He worked at the 
painter's trade under the instruction of others for 
two years, and in 1880 began business for himself 
in the line of painting and paper-hanging. He is 
now well established in his business and has se- 
cured a patronage so liberal that during the busy 
months he furnishes employment to a number of 
men. The prompt and efficient manner in which 
he performs liis work doubtless has won him much 
custom and as the result of his increased trade has 
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he has won a fair compctence and become owner 
of a pleasant home. 

By the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Hardy four 
children have been born as follows: ‘Thomas Paul, 
a"young man of good education and character, now 
employed as agent and operator at the St. Paul 
depot in Racine; Mary Ann at home; Nora, also at 
home, and Hall John, who is now learning teleg- 
raphy. 

Mr. Hardy is a member of the Methodist Church 
and his wife is a Catholic in religious belief. In 
politics be is a supporter of the Republican party 
and a man of strong temperance views, who ar- 
dently advocates the principles of prohibition, ai- 
though he does not vote with the third party. His 
life has been a varied yet busy and useful one. 
His earlier years were spent in a cooper shop in 
Ireland; for ten years he sailed the Atiantic, for 
another decade was upon the Lakes, then learned 
the trade and is now one of the leading painters 
and paper-hangers of Racine. He has had to en- 
dure many hardships and privations but has been 
faithful to every duty through life, no matter 
where his life was cast. He is a good citizen, yet 
takes no very active part in public affairs, being 
devoted to the interests of his family, content to 
enjoy the pleasures of the home circle. 
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DELBERT II. ALLEN, proprietor of the 
largest livery and feed barns in Racine. 
is a native of the Empire State. He was 

>) born in the town of Mexico, Uswego 
County, March 22, 1850, and on the paternal side 
is of English descent, while his mother’s people 
came originally from Scotland. Hiram C. Allen, 
his father. was a native of Connecticut and mar- 
ried Lorinda Oliva Erskine. who was likewise born 
in that State and was a daughter of John Erskine, 
a native of Scotland. After his marriage Mr. 
Allen engaged in farming in Oswego County for 
a number of years, but in his younger days was a 
stage driver in Vermont, his route laying between 
Brattleboro and Wilmington. The year 1853 wit- 


nessed his emigration Westward. He located in 
Racine County, Wis., becoming one of the early 
settlers and opened upa farm a short distance 
west of the city. Here he reared his family and 
resided until his death, which occurred December 
8, 1879, when his remains were interred in Mound 
Cemetery. His wife was called to her final rest in 
June, 1888, and was then laid by the side of her 
husband. Mr. Allen was a prominent member of 
the Odd Fellows Society and also of the Episcopal 
Church. He was held in the high regard of all, 
being a man of exemplary Christian character and 
sterling worth. 

Our subject is the oldest of the family of four 
children who arrived at years of maturity. The 
sister, Alta M., is now the wife of Allen Lynn, of 
Grand Rapids, Mich. The brothers, L. E. and 
George F. Allen, are both engaged in business in 
Brooklyn, and Marshall D. died at the age of twelve 
years and was interred in Mound Cemetery. 

A. II. name this sketch. 
spent the days of his boyhood and youth in the 
home of his parents attending the common schools. 
Afterward he served a term of apprenticeship at 
the machinist’s trade in the shops of J. I. Case 
where he continued to work after his term of ser- 
vice had expired for a long time, being an employe 
of Mr. Case for a period of twenty-two years in 
all. He abandoned that vocation in 1889 but 
previously had ventured upon his present business. 
Hie began in a very small way. however; in fact, 
had only one horse, and that 


Allen, whose beads 


be had bought on 
time; but as the years rolled by he increased his 
facilities, investing his means from time to time 
until, as before stated, he is the proprietor of the 
largest livery and feed barns in the city. He has 
charge of the largest number of carriages and 
buggies of any liveryman in Racine to-day, owns 
two very fine hearses, a white and black one, eight 
fine hacks and a great number of buggies. His 
stables are complete in all their appointments, his 
prices are reasonable and with courteous and gen- 
tlemanly treatment the patrons are accommodated 
with whatever they desire in his line. 

The marriage of Mr. Allen was celebrated on 
Christmas Day, 1873, in Racine, when he wedded 
Miss Susie Rumsan, daughter of F. W. Rumsan. 
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The lady is a native of New York, but the greater 
part of her life has been spent in this city. Four 
children, sons, grace their union, namely: Charles 
A., Frank L., George E. and William Hiram. The 
parents are both prominent members of the Epis- 
copal Church and Mr. Allen is an honored member 
of the Masonic order, being now a Master Mason. 
in politics he is a supporter of the Republican 
party and takes quite an active interest in local 
affairs. 


He has served as Alderman of his ward 


for two years. As a citizen he is true Ww every 
duty, is public-spirited and enterprising, and as a 
business man has the reputation for integrity and 
sterling worth. His business brings him in con- 
tact with many and the circle of his friends is ex- 


tensive. 


W OHN BELTING. who is the oldest contractor 
and builder of Kenosha, has carried on 
business in his present line since 1856. Be- 
\ ing well and favorably known throughout 
this community, we feel assured that his sketch 
will be received with interest by many of our 
He was born in Mehr, province of West- 
phalia, Germany, March 2, 1836, and is a son of 
Theodore and Adelaide (Lueb) Belting, both of 
whom were natives of the same province. His 
father was a carpenter by trade and during the 
winter season would get out timber to ship to Hol- 
land. It was in 1846 that, accompanied by his 
wife and three children, he sailed for the United 
States, where he arrived after a long and tedious 
voyage of seventy days. Having located in Salem, 
N. J., he followed the carpenter's trade in order to 
gain a livelihood. There two more children were 
added to the family. 
in Feburary, 1854, the Beltings arrived in Ken- 
osha, and located where our subject now resides. 
There the father worked at his trade until his 
death, which occurred in January, 1859, at the age 
of fifty-two years. His wife long survived him 
and reached the advanced age of seventy-eight 
years. Both were members of the German Cath- 
vlic Church. Another child was born to them iu 


readers. 
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Kenosha, making six in all, of whom four are yet 
living—John, of this sketch; Henry, a Methodist 
preacher living in New Jersey; Mrs. Dora Ehrlich, of 
Madison, Wis.; and Louisa, a sister, of Notre Dame 
Convent, Milwaukee, but now stationed in Detroit, 
Mich. 

Our subject has acqnired the greater part of his 
education through his own efforts. When he was 
thirteen years old his father sent him to a priest in 
Philadelphia. Pa., to prepare him to be confirmed, 
and after remaining some six weeks the priest took 
a fancy to him and got him a place as waiter in an 
aristocratic family whom he accompanied to water- 
ing places and drove them in their carriage, acting 
as footman; he dressed ina silk hat and livery. 
By the aid of an Irishman in the same house he 
learned how to read English and would employ 
his leisure hours in pouring over newspapers and 
other readable matter which came in his way. Af- 
ter remaining in the city. some three years Mr. 
Belting returned to his home and learned the car- 
penter’s trade. He continued with his father until 
1856, when, in connection with Henry Storm, he 
took a contract to build a schoolhouse in New 
Munster, Kenosha County, at a cost of about $300, 
all complete. This proved a success and he has 
engaged in contracting continuously since. 

In Kenosha a marriage ceremony was performed 
November 24, 1862, which united the destinies of 
John Belting and Gertrude Wagner, who was born 
in the province of Tricr, Germany and came to the 
United States with her parents in 1850. Unto 
them have been born eleven children, six of whom 
are yet living—Sophia, wife of M. Shackmut, who 
resides in Kenosha; Elizabeth, wife of William 
Williams, of Kenosha; Dora; John H.; Margaret 
and Kittie. 

Both Mr. Belting and his wife are members of 
St. George's German Catholic Church, of which he 
has been a Trustee several times. In politics he is 
a Democrat but never an office seeker. He has 
met with excellent success in his business, erected 
four stores in Kenosha, besides the Sanitarium, St. 
George's Church, parsonage and Sister's Home, 
the watch case factory, a $12,000 addition to Kem- 
per’s Hall and many residences. He owns a 
good property in Kenosha, which stands as a 


there spent their entire lives. 


monument to his own thrift and industry. For 
thirty-seven years he has made his home on one 
spot and few men are more widely or favorably 
known in this community than the gentleman 
whose name heads this sketch. His career has 
been an upright and honorable one and his life 
has been useful. Thus has he secured the confi- 
dence and esteem of all with whom he has been 
brought in contact. 
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AARON LEACH, one of the well-known 
| and representative farmers of Kenosha 
County, who has resided for many years on 
y section 9, Brighton Township, is of Eng- 
lish birth and a son of John and Martha Leach, 
who were also natives of the same country and 
By occupation the 
Unto this worthy couple 
was born a family of ten children, who in order 
follows: Thomas, Nancy, Mary, 
Rose, John, William, Joseph, Simeon, Benjamin 
and Aaron. 
Our subject was born July 10, 


father was a farmer. 


of birth are as 


1815, in York- 
shireand received very meagre educational ad- 
vantages for he attended school only until twelve 
years of age, at which time he was forced to start 
out in life for himself for the family was in lim- 
ited circumstances and he 
livelihood. 


had to earn his own 
He learned the trade of a weaver and 
worked at it for two years. He then worked on 
his father’s farm until twenty-four years of age, 
when, on February 5, 1840, he was joined in wed- 
lock to Miss Mary Berry, a native of England, 
born also in Yorkshire, November 3, 1815,in which 
country her parents, John and Mary Berry, were 
also born. 

The young couple began their domestic life in 
the land of their birth and there resided until 
1842, wheh hoping to better their financial condi- 
tion they determined to emigrate to America and 
crossed the Atlantic in a sailing vessel, which left 
the harbor of Liverpool, and after a voyage of 
thirty-one days dropped anchor in the harbor of 
New York. They came at once to the West trav- 


stiai W way of ‘Albany and Buffalo, and thence 
by the Great Lakes to Southport, now Kenosha, 
Wis. In company with Mr. Leach came his brother 
William and wife, Thomas and Abram Rhodes and 
their families. 
had come to the United States three years before, 
and had written back to his people advising them 
to come. At Buffalo, N. V., he met the company 
and all came to Southport. John Rhodes went to 
Milwaukee and purchased threé eighty-acre tracts 
from the Government in what is now Brighton 
Township, for which lots were cast. Mr. Leach 
and his brother got an eighty on section 9, which 
they worked in partnership for some six years, 
when he bought his brother out. They built 
thereon a log house 18x26 feet, which, in those 
days, was amply large for two families. In 1849 
the cabin home was replaced by a more commo- 
dious residence and other improvements have also 
since been made, making the farm one of the best 
in the township, containing one hundred and 
eighty acres. Its fields were well tilled and 
yielded a golden tribute in return for the care and 
labor which the owner bestowed upon them. The 
stock which he raised was of good grades and in 
all its appointments the farm is complete. The 
hope which led to his emigration to America has 
been fulfilled beyond his expectation. 

Seven children have been born of the union of 
Mr. and Mrs. Leach, the eldest of whom is Martha, 
now the wife of John North, an attorney-at-law 
residing in Neosha, Mo.; John is a resident farmer 
of Brighton Township; Joseph, who was a carpen- 
ter by trade, died July 21, 1845; Richard is a 
farmer of Dover Township; Henry died October 
25, 1850; Lotke is engaged in agricultural pursuits 
in Salem Township; and Sarah Ann died Septem- 
ber 14, 1844. 

Mr. Leach and his estimable wife, who has been 
to him a true helpmate, have led consistent Chris- 
tian lives, he being a member of the Plymouth 
Presbyterian Church of Burlington and she being 
of the Baptist faith. In his political affiliations he 
is a Republican but has never sought or desired 
public office. His life has been well and worthily 


spent, and from the age of twelve years he bas 
made his own way in the world 


unaided. Those 
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John Rhodes, a son of Abram, | 
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who know him esteem him highly for his sterling 
worth and he well merits the high regard in which 
he is held by his neighbors and friends. With the 
history of the county he and his wife have been 
identified for a half century, and have ever 
borne their part in its upbuilding and develop- 
ment. 


— 
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A ICHAEL FREEMAN, Superintendent of 
the S. Freeman & Sons Manufacturing 
1 Company of Racine, was born in Centralia, 
ML, on the 14th of January, 1860, and is 
the second son of Stephen Freeman whose sketch 
appears on another page of this work. Ashe was 
but seven years of age when his parents removed 
to Racine, almost his entire life has been spent in 
this city. He has therefore been a witness of much 
of the growth and development of the city and 


with its business intereste has been prominently 
identified during his later years. His education 


was acquired in the public schools and when a lad 
of thirteen years he began to learn the molder’s 
trade. Such was his proficiency that at the end of 
four years he was made foreman of the foundry 
department in his father’s establishment. In 1881 
he became a partner in the firm of Stephen Free- 
man & Sons and upon the organization of the com- 
pany in 1886 was made Secretary, which position 
he filled until 1889, when on the death of his fa- 
ther he was also made Superintendent of the works. 
Mr. Freeman is possessed of considerable inventive 
genius and when only nineteen years of age he in- 
vented a molder’s flask, and secured a patent. He 
has secured three patents on feed cutters and four 
on broadcast seeders and all of his improvements 
are in every-day use. 

For a companion in life Mr. Freeman chose Miss 
Lillias C. Porter and their wedding was celebrated 
in Racine, September 15, 1881. The lady is a daugh- 
ter of Lemuel C. and Esther J. (Austin) Porter, the 
former a native of New York and the latter of 
Massachusetts. Mr. Porter is of English extrac- 
tion. In childhood he removed with his parents 
to Taunton, Mass., where he was married and re- 
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sided until 1875, when he cameto Aurora, Ill. In 
1879 hecame to Racine toaccept the position of 
Superintendent in a silver plating works, but the 
plant was burned in 1882. He then removed to 
Rockford, III., to continue the business for the 
the same firm which was called the Racine Silver 
Plate Company. In 1886 Mr. Porter and his wife 
returned to Taunton, Mass, where they still make 
their home. Their children, three daughters, mar- 
ried Racine gentlemen. The the 
wife of our subject; Jennie B. wedded Joseph 
Fulton and they now reside in Mason City, lowa; 
and Annie A. is the 
of Racine. 

The family of Mr. Freeman numbers himself, 
wife and three children—Bessie, Frank and Roy. 
The parents are both members of the Congrega- 
tional Church and in the social world they rank 
high, having many warm friends among the best 
citizens of Racine. In his political affiliations Mr. 
Freeman is a Democrat. 


eldest became 


wife of Andrew Simonson, 


Sagacious and enterpris- 
ing he is an excellent business man and his untir- 
ing efforts are winning him splendid success. 


LADERA SP 


Township, Racine County, where he owns a 

fine farm of hundred sixty acres. In 1864, 
he purchased half of that amount, locating thereon 
and in 1881, bought the remainder. Much of the 
farm is under a high state of cultivation and the 
remainder of meadow and pasture land. It is 
divided into fields of convenient size by good 
fences and the improvements, which are many, are 
both useful and ornamental in character. The 
home is a substantial residence and he has built a 
large barn with a basement. Other necessary out- 
buildings are there seen together with the latest 
improved machinery and good grades of stock, 
and a fine bearing orchard is not the least of the 
attractions of the place. 

The owner of this farm was born in Norway, 
June 5, 1835. His father, Hans Oleson of the 
same country, married Anna Steinorsen, also a 
native of Norway, and in 1846, they emigrated to 


()* HANSEN resides on section 31, Norway 
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America, sailing from Porsgrund to New York, 
where they arrived on the 10th of August, after a 
long but calm voyage of ten weeks. By way of 
Aibany and Buffalo and the Lakes, they made 
their way to Milwaukee and from thence came to 
Racine County, Mr. Oleson purchasing wild land 
in the town of Dover. He then built a log cabin, 
in which the family began life in true pioneer 
style. Ile was a man of industrious habits, enter- 
prising and progressive and developed an excellent 
farm, which he made his home until within a few 
months of his death in 1882. His last days were 
spent at the residence of his son. His wife died 
in 1866. Both were people of worth, highly re- 
spected by all who knew them. 

Mr. Hansen was a lad of eleven years when he 
came to this country. His school privileges were 
very meagre and he aided his father in the farm 
work, until after he had attained his majority. 
Being the eldest of three sons and two daughters, 
much of the labor devolved upon him. His 
brothers and sisters are all living and became 
heads of families. They are Stener, a stonemason 
and farmer, residing in Winnebago County, Iowa, 
John, a resident farmer of Freeburn County, Minn.; 
Margaret, wife of Thomas Twito, a farmer of 
Winnebago County, Iowa; and Caroline, who is 
married and resides in San Francisco, Cal. Our 
subject learned the stonemason’s trade in his 
early life and followed that business in pursuit of 
fortune for a number of years. At length he pur- 
chased his farm and has since engaged in agricult- 
ural pursuits with the success before intimated. 

Mr. Hansen was married in the town of Dover, 
1859, to Anna Thompson, a native of Norway, 
and a daughter of Thomas Thompson, who died 
when Mrs. Hansen was a child. By their union 
have been born five children—Hans, a carpenter 
by trade, who is married and resides in Norway 
Township; Thomas, a grain dealer of Sioux Falls, 
S. Dak.; Albert, Anna and Helena, all yet at home. 
The children have been provided with good educa- 
tional advantages such as would fit then for the 
practical duties of life. 

The best interests of the community have ever 
found in Mr. Hansen a friend and in the front 
ranks he has worked in the cause of temperance 


ANNE A 


Or 
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and education. In politics he is a Republican, 
having supported that party since he cast his first 
vote for John C. Fremont. 
to cast his ballot for one of its Presidential candi- 
dates since that time. 
he has been called upon to fill, having served as 
Constable, as Town Supervisor and also as Chair- 
man of the Board; and it was his aim to provide 
good schools and competent teachers. He was also 
Assessor of the town of Norway two years and has 
been agent for the Mutual Fire Insurance Com- 


pany of Dover and Norway Townships for ten | 


years, A man of strong convictions he is firm in 
support of what he believes to be right and when 
once his mind is made up that he is pursuing the 
best course, neither fear nor favor can change him. 
Such men are a benefit to the community in which 
they reside and make the best citizens. 


Di 


ONRAD FOX, one of the early settlers of 
Racine County, and now a leading citizen 


Germany, on the 8th of January, 1833. His 
parents were Jacob and Catherine (Wensel) Fox. 
His father was a mason, an extensive contractor 
and also owned a quarry. At one time he made a 
contract to build a court house and as the men 


who were to dress the stone did not do their work | 
right, he had to hire others to do it at his own ex- | 


pense which ruined him. In 1850, the father, 
stepmother and seven children came to America 


and after their arrival here the family circle was 
increased by the birth of four children. They set- | 
tled in the Empire State and in 1852 came to | 
Racine, but soon afterwards located in Caledonia | 


Township. The mother of our subject died in the 
oid country and the father had there married 
Catherine Werner. By the first union were born 
six children and by the second five. He and his 
wife were both members of the German Lutheran 
Church. While hauling a load of wood .to town 
he fell under the wagon and was run over and 
killed. Of the children of the first marriage all 


are living and Conrad is the eldest; Jacob isa | 


34 


He has never failed | 


A number of local offices | 
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farmer of Mt. Pleasant Township; Michael follows 
| farming in Caledonia Township; Catherine is the 
| wife of John Cook, a resident of Caledonia; Eve- 
line is the wife of George Herkin, whose home is 
in the town of Mt. Pleasant; and Mary is the wife 
| of John Miller of Racine. Of the children of the 
second marriage— George is now deceased; Fred is 
living in Racine; Christina is the wife of William 
Hendel of this city; Libbie is deceased; and Andrew 
is a farmer of Minnesota, 

The subject of this sketch had the advantage of 
good common schools and with his father learned 
the mason's trade. He accompanied the family 
| on their emigration to America and for five years 

after their arrival in New York worked as a farm 

hand in the employ of one man. In Scarey Cook, 
that State, January 8, 1855, he wedded Bridget 

McCarty, who was born in Ireland, and when a 

maiden of sixteen summers came to the United 
| States with her brother. The following year, the 


| young couple emigrated westward and on reaching 
| Racine County, Wis., settled in a shanty, near the 


present home of Mr. Fox. He had saved some 


| $600 and with that he purchased five acres of land 
of Racine, was born in Obstadt, Baden, | 


at #104 per acre. This he planted and then worked 
in the lime business for William Beswick. From 
time to time as he could save enough money, he 
kept adding to his land until he had 85 acres. In 
1879, he opened a quarry upon it and the next 
year he began to make lime. As his sons have at- 
tained their majority he has admitted them to 
partnership in the business and thus given them 
a start in life. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Fox have been born five 
children—Catherine E., who died in infancy; John 
J., a partner of his father; William, a farmer of 
Renville County, Minn.; Conrad, who is also con- 
nected with the lime business; and Ellen M. The 
mother died February 8, 1887, and on the 3d of 
April, 1888, Mr. Fox married Mrs. Hannah Er- 
hardt, nee Burger. She was born in Saxony, Ger- 
many, October 24, 1838, and came alone to the 
United States in 1858. By her first marriage she 
had four sons, all now deceased, and she also lost 
her husband, after which she became the wife of 
Mr. Fox. They are members of the German 
Lutheran Church, and ın politics he is independent. 


——— 
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For nine years he has served as school treasurer 
and is a member of the Business Men's Association. 


When Mr, Fox came to this county, money was | 


scarce. Having bought a sack of flour he handed 


out a $20 gold piece and could with difficulty get | 


it changed. He began in life without capital and 
all the money he brought with him to this county 
he put into land. He secured his first horse by 
chopping two hundred twenty-five cords of wood 
for William Beswick; and he found that the animal 
was balky, but as he was not a balky driver the 
horse never went back on him. Although be has 
had much to contend against he has by industry 
and perseverance worked his way upward and is 
now clas ed among the substantial citizens of the 
county. The first sack of flour he purchased in 
Racine, he had to carry on his back. This 
shows that he is one of the pioneers of the county. 
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Sous HOLDERNESS, a member of the 
EN firm of Holderness € Loomis, contractors 
and builders, of Kenosha, was born in the 
city, where he yet makes his home on the 10th of 
November, 1855,and is a son of John and Caroline 
(Crayford) Holderness, a sketch of whom is given 
on another page of this work. Our subject is the 
youngest in his father’s family. His education 
was acquired in the public schools and in the High 


School, of Kenosha and when about eightecn years | 


of age, he began life for himself as an employe in 
the Bain Wagon Factory, where he remained ten 
years, working mostly at carpentering. After leay- 
ing that establishment, he worked for a contractor 
by the name of Balcom until 1885, in which year 


he began contracting on his own account. The | 


following year, he took as a partner in the busi- 
ness F. B. Loomis and the connection has since 
continued. The firm of Holderness & Loomis built 
the new German Methodist Church and have 
erected many of the best residences of Kenosha. 


During the busy season, they employ from ten to 


twelve men. 
On the 27th of February, 1879, in his native 


I 


eity, Mr. Holderness was united in marriage with 
Miss Emma S. Mullins, daughter of Richard and 
Mary L. (Knight) Mullins, wlıo were natives of 
Kentucky and Pennsylvania respectively, the mo- 
ther being of the Quaker people. The father was 
a very wealthy man until the war came on and 
ruined him financially. He died in Kentucky. 
After the death of her husband, Mrs. Mullins was 
again married and in 1871,came to Kenosha, where 
her death occurred. Mr. Mullins had been three 
times married. Mrs. Holderness is one of three 
children; her birth occurred near Covington, Ky., 
September 23, 1861. By her marriage, she has be- 
come the mother of two children, a son anda 
daughter, Leroy R. and Edna L. 

In his political views, Mr. Holderness is a stanch 
Republican who warmly advocates the principles 
of that party, yet is not a politician in the sense 
of office seeking. Socially, he is a member of the 
Knights of Pythias fraternity and religiously, his 
wife isa member of the Methodist Church. Mr. 
Holderness is a capable and trustworthy man, who 
faithfully performs his part of every contract, and 
being an expert workman has won a liberal patron- 
age. The large trade which he has built up is 
justly deserved. As a citizen he is public spirited 
and progressive and takes a commendable interest 
in everything pertaining to the welfare of the 
community and the advancement of Kenosha, his 
native city, where his entire life has been passed. 
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} CG evn M. HAMBRIGHT has the honor 
D 


N of being a native of Racine County and 


NY for many years has been prominently iden- 
tified with the woolen manufacturing industry of 
the city of Racine. He was born in the town of 
Rochester, July 7, 1845, and is a son of William 
and Sarah (Fowler) Hambright. Has father, a na- 
tive of Lancaster, Pa., came to Racine County in 
1842, and sett ed in Rochester Township, where he 

| made his home until 1849, when he removed to 

Dodge County, Wis., locating near Beaver Dam, 

| and there died in 1887, at the advanced age of 

eighty-five. The mother of our subject was born 
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in Washington County, Vt., removed in 1836 to 
Michigan, where she was married and in 1842, 
came to Racine County with her husband. She 
still resides in Beaver Dam at the age of seventy- 
three. 

Charles M. Hambright, whose name heads this 
sketch, spent the days of his boyhood and youth 
upon the farm, and in the district schools of the 
neighborhood acquired his education. His exper- 
iences of life prior to his nineteenth year were 
gleaned from the farm but at that age very differ- 
ent interests occupied his attention. He enlisted 
for the late war on March 14, 1865, as a member 
of Company B, Fifty-Third Wisconsin Regiment. 
Hie was made clerk in the Quartermaster’s depart- 
n ent, serving as such until the close of the war, 
when he was mustered out of service in the month 
of June. On his return from the army he ob- 
tained a situation as clerk in the office of the 
Beaver Dam Woolen Mills, which he held until 
April 1, 1867, when he left that place to accept a 
better position with the Racine Woolen Miil Com- 
pany, now Blake & Co., and with the exception of 
three years, when partially incapacitated for active 
business by poor health, has since been identified 
with that institution. In 1877, the present com- 
pany was organized with L. S. Blake as President 
and James T. Elliott as Treasurer and Manager. 
Mr. Hambright became a stockholder in the com- 
pany and has for many years been prominently 
identified with its business as purchasing agent and 
in its outside commercial transactions. 

On September 29, 1868, Mr. Ilambright was mar- 
ried in Beaver Dam, Wis., to Miss Lucy Gould, a 
native of Indiana, born in La Porte County, and 
a daughter of Inghram Gould. Their union has 
been blessed with two children, a son and daugh- 
ter: Florence Erskine, born in Racine; and Harry 
Gould who was born in Beaver Dam. 

Mr. Hambrightisa member of McDonald Lodge, 
No. 137, 1.0. O. F.; of Racine Lodge, No. 18, 
= F. & A. M.; and of Gov. Harvey Post, No. 17. 

. A.R. For forty-six years he has been a resi- 
a of Racine County, during twenty-four of 
which he has been connected with the Racine 
Woolen Mill Company and its successors, Blake & 
Co., in responsible positions locally and in outside 
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commercial work. Fourteen years of that time he 
has been a stockholder in the business and directly 
interested in its prosperity. He has always been 
known as a practical business man; energetic, 
prompt and reliable, and is held in high esteem by 
all with whom he has had business or social rela- 
tions. In every enterprise calculated to advance 
the best interests of the community he has borne his 
part and is regarded as a valued citizen who has 
the best interests of the county at heart. 
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AMES TAAFFE, deceased, will be remem- 
bered by the carly settlers as one of their 
co-laborers in developing the agricultural 

interests of Kenosha County. He was born 
in ( 'ounty West Meath, Ireland, and when a boy 
of about fifteen years left home to spend many 
years as a sailor before the mast. Durmg that 
time the War of 1812 broke out, and he served as 
a gunner in that conflict. He was afterward 
rewarded for his services by a land warrant from 
the Government. Returning to the Emerald Isle, 
Mr. Taaffe wedded Miss Catherine Kidney, a native 
of County Cork, Ireland, their union being cele- 
brated the 10th of July, 1824. Soon after 
their marriage they bade good-by to their old home 
and emigrated to the New World. As the husband 
had an extensive acquaintance among seamen, they 
kept a sailor's boarding house in New York City 
for some eighteen years, and were quite success- 
ful. 

The wife died in that city in 1840. Seven chil 
dren were born of their union, but only two are 
now living-Mrs. Mary Ann O'Donnell, of Kenosha, 
and Miss Ellen Taaffe. A son, Thomas Taaffe, who 
was one of the first soldiers to enlist for the late 
war in Kenosha County, died from the effect of a 
wound received in the service. 

The year 1842 witnessed the arrival of our sub- 
ject in Southport, and his purchase of a tract of 
land in Pleasant Prairie Township, Kenosha County, 
then a part of Racine County. He left his family 


on 


in the village while he erected one of the first 
frame houses in the neighborhood, and then turned 
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his attention to farming. 
the first Catholic Church erected in Kenosha, and 
took quite a prominent part in all the public 
affairs in those early days. In politics he was a 


He also helped to build | 


Democrat. After coming to this county his time | 


and attention were given to agricultural pursuits, 
which, in their freedom from excitement, were in 
striking contrast with his life at sea. 
well and favorably known throughout this com- 
munity and won many friends. Having lived to 
a ripe old age, Mr. Taaffe passed to his final rest 
on the 27th of December, 1859. 


th of September, 1856, in Remerschen, 
Luxemburg. His father, John Holfeltz, was born 
and reared in the same locality, and became owner 
of a large vineyard, the cultivation of which he 
made his life-work. In his native land he married 
Susan Kieffer, and unto them were born five chil- 
dren. In 1875, the father and family left their 
native land and sailed for America. They landed 
at Philadelphia, and one month later came on to 
Wisconsin, settling in Manitowoc County. The 
father is yet living in that locality. Of their 
children, Matthew, a carpenter, now resides with 
our subject; John is living on the farm with his 


- of St. Louis congregation, a Catholic Church 
in Caledonia Township, was born on the 


He became 


father; Peter is the next younger; Mrs. Susan ' 
Hoffman makes her home in Marianette; and a 


sister died in the old country in 1866, when two 
years of age. 

The days of his boyhood and youth Father 
Holfeltz spent in Germany, and his early education 
was acquired in the parochial school. At the age 


of eighteen years he crossed the Atlantic to the | 


United States, where he has since resided. He 


began fitting himself for the life of a priest in | 


1878, studying with a cousin priest in Ohio. In 
1879, he entered Mt. Calvary College in Fond du 


Lac County, Wis., where he remained for four | 


years, when in 1883, he became a student in St. 
Francis Seminary of Milwaukee. 
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more of arduous study, which was continued into 
the year 1887, he was ordained a priest of the 
Catholic Church, the ceremony being performed 
on the 24th of June of that year, by the Most Rev. 
Archbishop Heiss. 

Soon afterward Father Holfeltz was assigned a 
a position as assistant at St. Michael’s Church in 
Milwaukee, where he remained until February, 
1888, when he was given his present charge, St. 
Louis congregation of Caledonia Township. This 
is a prosperous church, with a membership of eighty 
or ninety families, and he has been its leader for 
almost four years. He also has charge of another 
church in Caledonia Township. His labors have 
been unremitting, and since he became pastor of 
St. Louis Church he has built a fine residence 
which is used as a parsonage; and has enlarged the 
school which has an attendance of seventy-five 
pupils and two teachers. As a pastor he has 
been very successful, and he is held in high esteem 
not only by his own people but by those with 
whom he has come in contact as well. He is a 
man of intelligence, and his many years of thorough 
training well fitted him for his chosen life work. 
The mother of Father Holfeltz died in her native 
land in March 1866. The new parsonage cost 
about $3,500, and is built in the most approved 
and modern style of architecture. 
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MN OSEPH DAWSON, an enterprising and in- 
| telligent farmer residing on section 25, Ray- 
| mond Township, Racine County, claims 

England as the land of his nativity. He 


GR 


was born on the 16th of February, 1835, and is a 


After four years | 


sun of Joseph Dawson, Sr., who became a promi- 
nent citizen of this community,and who is further 
mentioned in the sketch of James Dawson on an- 
other page of this work. The early boyhood days 
of our subject were spent in England, where he 
began his school life. 

Our subject was a lad of nine summers, when 
with the family he crossed the broad Atlantic to 
America. In the wild and undeveloped region he 


county at that day bore little resemblance to the | 
At first there ' 


Racine County of the present time, 
were no schools, but as soon as a log house was 
built for that purpose Mr. Dawsen attended and 


gained a fair knowledge of the common branches. | 


Subsequent reading, study and observation have 
largely increased his store of knowledge, and made 
him one of the well-informed men of this locality. 
He remained under the parental roof until he had 
attained his majority, when he began the improve- 
ment of new farms in La Crosse County, where 
he made his home for twelve years. 

It was in that county that Mr. Dawson was 
united in marriage, December 30, 1861, with The- 
resa Conrad, a native of Austria, and a daughter 
of Wenzel and Sophia Conrad, who brought their 
family to America and settled in La Crosse County, 
Wis., in an early day. One of her brothers died 
in the army. 


was reared as an agriculturist, and in his native 
He married Miss Ganbey, 


land was a botanist. 
also a native of Austria, and unto them were born 
eleven children, five sons and six daughters, but 
only two are now living: Mrs. Dawson and her 
brother Wendel, who married and successfully fol- 
lows farming in La Crosse County, Wis. The fam- 
ily emigrated to America in 1852, sailing from 
Bremen. The voyage consumed forty-two days, 
and they encountered some severe storms, which 
drove them back almost to harbor. From New 
York they came by way of the Erie Canal and 
Great Lakes to La Crosse, Wis. They were pioneer 
settlers of that county, and lived in true frontier 
style upon a forty-acre farm which Mr. Conrad en- 
tered from the Government. Both he and his wife 
are still living in La Crosse County, the father at 
the age of eighty-one years, and the mother in her 
eightieth year. 

Mrs. Dawson was educated in the common- 
schools, and is a lady of pleasing address and kind 
and courteous manners. Unto our subject and his 
wife have been born three suns and a daughter 
who are an honor to their parents: William, who 
was educated in Valparaiso College of Indiana, 
possesses much mechanical genius, and has studied 


Her father was a native of Austria, | 


engineering. He was one of the first who brought 
thorough-bred Percheron horses to Raymond Town- 
ship, and was the owner of the Norman, “Maderia,’’ 
registered No. 2691. Theother two sons, George 
L. and Percy are also well known young men of 
this community, and Maud Esther assists her 
mother in the home duties. One child, Lydia Ann, 
died in infancy. Twoof the children were born 
in La Crosse County and two in Racine County. 
The Dawsons are well known throughout this com- 
munity as threshers and thresh on an average about 
35,000 bushels of grain each year. During the fall 
of 1891 they operated their machine forty-nine 
days on sixty-seven different farms, set their ma- 
chine one hundred and five times, and threshed 
forty-one thousand bushels. ‘The Dawson house- 
hold is one of hospitality where good cheer abounds 
and the friends of the family are always sure to 
receive a hearty welcome. 

About 1871 Mr. Dawson purchased a farm in 
Raymond Township, Racine County, where he 
made his home for eighteen years. He then re- 
sided for seven months in Marshfield, Mo., and af- 
terward spent a short time in Benton County, 
lowa. For four years his farm on section 25, has 
been his home. It comprises one hundred and 
forty-two acres of valuable land which pays tri- 
bute to the care and cultivation he bestows upon 
it,and which is improved with good buildings and 
many modern improvements, In connection with 
general farming, Mr. Dawson has for thirty-seven 
years engaged in threshing, having first begun his 
operations in that line when there was no separator 
on the machine, and straw, grain and chaff were all 
delivered together. He owned the first steam 
thresher in this neighborhood, and the business 
has proved a profitable source of income to him. 

Our subject’s life has been characterized by in- 
dustrious and enterprising efforts which have won 
Lim a liberal competence and numbered him 
among the leading farmers of the community, yet 
he has met with reverses, has had te overcome ob- 
stacles, and in early days many hardships fell to 
his lot. On one occasion in the early times, for 


| ten months he could not procure flour, and the 


family had to live upon bread stuffs made of corn 


meal, buckwheat and potatoes. In politics he is «a 
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Republican, and cast his first Presidential vote for 
Fremont. However, at local elections he supports 
the best man regardless of party affiliations. His 
wife is a member of the Congregational Church, 
and an estimable lady who, like her husband, has 
many friends. 


OHN NOBLES, a retired farmer residing on 
section 36, Caledonia Township, Racine 
| | County, is numbered among the honored 
LY pioneers of the county of 1841. A half 
century has come and gone since he here located. 
Few men have been longer residents. He has 
watched with interest the growth and develope- 
ment, has aided in its progress and advancement 
and identified himself with those interests which 
are calculated to benefit the community. He has 
‘thus proved a valued citizen and has won the high 
esteem and regard of those with whom he has 
come in contact. 

The story of Mr. Nobles’ life is as follows. He 


was born in the town of Enfieid, Tompkins | 
County, N. Y., on November 24, 1814, and comes | 


of afamily probably of English origin. His grand- 
father, whose name he bears, was born and reared 
in Nova Scotia, and after his marriage removed to 
Connecticut. Some time later he became 
dent of Pennsylvania and subsequently resided in 
Tompkins County N. Y. By trade he was a 
mechanic but also engaged in farming. At the age 
of thirty years he became a cripple and was thus 
much hindered in his work. His son Charles 
Nobles, the father of our subject, was born in 
Connecticut, where he acquired a limited educa- 
tion. In Luzerne County, Pa., he was united in 
marriage with Susanna Smith, a native of the 
Keystone State and some time afterward removed 
to Tompkins County, N. Y. In 1836 he came 
West, locating in La Fayette Township, Walworth 


County, where his death occurred in 1862, at the | 


age of seventy-three years. His first wife had died 
in New York in June, 1826, and he was a second 
time married. The surviving children of the 


| land. 


a resi- | 
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S. Whitmore, of Walworth County; and Charles, of 
Crawford County, Iowa. Mr. Nobles followed 
farming throughout his entire life and devoted his 
energies exclusively to his business, taking no 
prominent part in public affairs. Both he and bis 
wife were members of the Methodist Church in 
which they were active workers and in political 
sentiment, Mr. Nobles was first a Whig and then a 
Republican. The upright life which he led won 
him the respect of all with whom he came in con- 
tact and in his death the community in which he 
resided lost one of its best citizens. 

Upon his father’s farm in the Empire State, John 
Nobles of this sketch was reared to manhood. In 
the winter season he attended the common schools 
where he acquired a good practical education. De- 
siring to follow some other pursuit than that of 
agriculture, he left home at the age of eighteen 
years to learn the trade of a carpenter and joiner 
which he followed until his marriage. It was in 
1836 that he was joined in wedlock with Miss 
Lydia Brown, a native of Rhode Island. He then 
purchased a part of the old homestead, upon 
which he resided until 1838, when he removed to 
Ohio, and purchased a new farm near Chesterville, 
Knox County, seventy-five miles south of Cleve- 
Three years later he again traveled west- 
ward by team and on June 9, 1841, reached Racine 
County, Wis. He settled first at Ives Grove, where 
for twenty-four years he made his home, when in 
1865 he purchased a farm of one hundred and 
seventy acres in Raymond Township and there the 
four succeeding years of his life were passed. His 
next place of residence was Mygatt’s Corners in 
Mt. Pleasant Township, and in 1881, he became 
owner of his present farm in Caledonia ‘Township. 
Within its boundaries are comprised eighty acres 
under a high state of cultivation and well 1m- 
proved. He also ownsa section of land in Mis- 


O 


| souri. 


Unto Mr. and Mrs. Nobles were born five chil- 
dren, but two died in early childhood and Miles 
W., a member of the Twenty-Second Wisconsin 
Infantry died during the service. 
who was born 


George W., 
in New York, married Maria 8. 
Allen, and is now a machinist. He served during 


former union are John of this sketch; Mrs. Mary | the late war as a member of Company H, Second 


Wisconsin Cavalry and received his discharge in 
the fall of 1865. 
cessful farmer of Raymond Township, owning and 
operating one hundred and forty-nine acres of 
good land. Mr. Nobles was a second time mar- 
ried in 1882, when he married Mrs. Sarah A. Utter, 
nee Merrick, a native of Sweden, Monroe County, 
N. Y.,and a daughter of Moses and Ann (Gray) 
Herrick. When a maiden of fifteen summers she 
removed to Ohio and two years later came to 
Racine County. In 1868 she gave her hand in 
marriage to Bani Utter. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Nobles are members of the 
Methodist Church in Franksville, of which he is a 
liberal supporter. Charitable and benevolent, he 
is also a friend to the poor and needy. The cause 


of temperance finds in him a stanch advocate and | 
when a young man he held the position of presi- | 
Throughout his en- | 


dent of a temperance society. 
tire life he has been an advocate of prohibition 


prineiples, laboring earnestly for the advancement | 


of the cause. He cast his first Presidential vote 


for Henry Clay, supported Fremont in 1856 and 


has since been a Republican. He was Supervisor 
of Mt. Pleasant Township but has never sought 
public office. The respect of his fellow citizens is 
accorded him for his life has been as his name. 
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o papers of Kenosha County, was born in 
Q Quebec, Canada, January 22, 1845. His 
parents, Thomas and Mary (Ball) Killeen, were 
natives respectively of County Westmeath and 
County Longford, Ireland. In early life they 
emigrated to Canada, where they spent the re- 
mainder of their days. The father was a veteri- 


nary surgeon by profession, a calling which he | 
followed until his death. Unto himself and his | 


wife were born nine children, three of whom are 
yet living, Edward, a salesman in Toronto, Canada; 
Joseph P., a printer, employed in Brooklyn, N. Y.; 
and John A., of this sketch. 


The subject of this record acquired a good edu- ! 
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J. Oscar, born in Ohio, is a suc- | 


- which 


| are widely and favorably known. 
| of one on first meeting Mr. Killeen is that he is 
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/ cation in the schools of Quebec and Montreal, and 


began his life work at the age of fifteen years, 
when he entered the printing office at Picton, 
Canada, where he remained for nearly six years. 
He then spent the four succeeding years of his life 
in the Government printing office, which was at 
first located in Quebec, but subsequently was 
removed to Ottawa. In October, 1869 he came to 
the United States, locating in New York City, 
where he remained until his removal to Kenosha 
in 1875, when he purchased the Kenosha Union, 
had been established in 1866, by J. W. 
Webster and George Hutchinson. The paper has 
always been Democratic, but since Mr. Killeen 
assumed control it has been in no way partisan. 
The size of the sheet has been twice increased since 
he purchased it, and in 1877 a fine steam press was 
put in, the first in Kenosha. The Kenosha Union 
is a bright and creditable paper,and one that gives 
general satisfaction. The thirty-one years” ex- 
perience of the editor in newspaper work has made 
him conversant with every detail of the business. 

In Ottawa, Canada, Mr. Killeen was united in 
marriage, in 1869, with Miss Sarah Cullen, a native 
of Canada. Both he and his wife are members of 
St. James’ Catholic Church, and in this community 
The impression 


thoughtful and quite reserved, but a more intimate 


| acquaintance reveals the social side of his nature 
| and wins him friends who esteem him highly, as 
1 OHN A. KILLEEN, editor and proprietor 

of the Kenosha Union, one of the leading 


they come to know his sterling qualities. 


T OHN HOLDERNESS, deceased, was born in 
Londonderry, Yorkshire, England, July 5, 
1804, and when a young man crossed the 

“Y Atlantic to America. He located in the 

Empire State and in Ogdensburg, N. V., was uni- 

ted in the holy bonds of matrimony, March 21, 

1836, with Carolina Crayford, who was born in 

Folkestone, Kent, England, September 30, 1821, and 

in early life came with her parents to America. 

Her father lived to be ninety-four years of age and 
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her mother is still living at the advanced age of 
ninety-seven. 

In 1843, Mr. Holderness came to Southport, but 
as there was no harbor the vessel could not land. 
His family and goods were brought ashore by a 
“lighter’’ and his stock was driven into the lake 
and made to swim ashore. After remaining in 
Southport a short time he removed to English 
Prairie, McHenry County, III., where he bought a 
large farm, but after operating it two years sold 
out to a “pettyfogger”” and thinking him honest 
took simply his notes. ‘The man sold out and thus 
cheated Mr. Holderness out of his farm, Stripped 
of his property, he, encouraged by his faithful 
wife, started a dairy in Kenosha and by their united 
efforts they won success. In his political senti- 
ments, Mr. Holderness was a starich Republican. 
While in New York he served as Captain of a com- 
pany of militia. In religious belief, he was a Pres- 
byterian, as is his estimable wife, and inthat faith 
he died on the 28th of July, 1856, mourned by 
many friends. 

Of their family ten children are yet living— 
John, who is now a hardware merchant of Virden, 
Ill.; Abram, a mechanic living in Lincoln, Neb.; 
Henry, who gave his life in defense of his country 
during the late war; William, a machinist of 
Kenosha; James F., who is engaged in the teaming 
busi..ess; Ann E., wife of George W. Snider, a 
resident of Oshkosh; Joseph C., a mechanic of 
Kenosha; Edward, who is employed as a conductor 
on the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad; 
Carrie, wife of Warner Hurtong, a resident of 
Kenosha; and Thomas, a leading contractor of 
Kenosha. 

After the death of her first husband, Mrs. Hold- 
erness became the wife of Thomas Holt, who was 
killed by the caving in of a tunnel at Auburn, 
Cal. By the second marriage two children were 
born but only one is now living—Charles, a bar- 
ber of Kenosha. For her third husband she mar- 
ried Henry Tilley, their union being celebrated on 
the 29th of September, 1864. Since 1865 he had 
been a sufferer from tic-doulourcux and for the last 
eighteen years had not been able to do a day’s 
work. He died February 6, 1892. Notwithstand- 
ing the many trials Mrs.Tilley has gone through she 
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is still as well preserved as a woman of fifty years. 
Her faithfulness and self-sacrifice to a suffering 
companion for twenty-seven years is not only 
worthy to be spoken of, but deservesa higher re- 
ward than earth can give. 
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V. J. EDWIN FARMER is pastor of the 
First Methodist Episcopal Church of Ra- 
cine and one of the most respected citizens 
NO) of the community. As he is widely and 
ren known in the city, we feel assured that 
his sketch will prove of interest to many of our 
readers. On May 25, 1857, he was born near 
Toronto, Canada, his parents being John and Hen- 
rietta (Gawthroup) Farmer. His father and mother 
were born in Canada, the father being of Irish 
descent and his mother descending from Holland 
and English ancestry. 

Our subject was reared to manhood in the pa- 
rental home and received the rudiments of a good 
English education in his native country, where he 
remained until 1880, when he came to the United 
States and entered the Northwestern University at 
Evanston, Ill., where he was a student for six 
years, graduating in 1886 with the degree of 
Bachelor of Divinity. After completing a special 
course of religious study for four years he was or- 
dained Deacon at Elgin, III., by Bishop Fowler in 
October, 1885,and was received asa probationer in 
the Rock River Conference. During the last two 
years of his school life in Evanston he served as 
Pastor of the Second Methodist Church of that 
place. In the spring of 1886 he was transferred by 
Bishop Merrill to the Wisconsin Conference and 
stationed at the Sherman Street Methodist Episco- 
pal Church of Milwaukee, and in the autumn of 
the following year at Appleton, Wis., was admitted 
to full connection in the Wisconsin Annual Con- 
ference. In the fall of 1889,at Beaver Dam, Wis., 


he was ordained an Elder by Bishop Newman, 
after serving as Pastor of the Methodist Church of 
Milwaukee, until the fall of 1890, he was trans- 
ferred to his present charge at Racine. In Septem- 
ber, 1891, having served as Pastor of this churcha 
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full year to the entire satisfaction of his congre- 
gation, he was re-appointed and has now entered 
upon his second year's work. 

On October 3, 1889, Mr. Farmer led to the mar- 
riage altar in Eaton Rapids, Mich., Miss Elizabeth 
Van Syckle, a daughter of the late Rev. Reuben 
Van Syckle, a Methodist minister, belonging to the 
Newark, N. J. Conference. Mrs. Farmer was born 
near Andover, N. J., and was graduated from the 
Morristown, N. J., High School, after which she 
engaged in teaching in Eaton Rapids, Mich., where 
she taught for three years. At the expiration of 
that period she returned to New Jersey and-ac- 
cepted the position of vice-principal of the schools 
of Red Bank, where she taught until her marriage. 
She is a lady of culture and refinement and like 


her husband shares in the esteein and good wishes | 


of the people of this community. 

Rev. Mr. Farmer has one of the largest Protestant 
congregations in Racine and in this case the laborer 
is certainly worthy of his hire. His services have 
been rendered so acceptably that it was the unani- 
mous wish of his people that he should continue 
with them. His unassuming, yet dignified and 
gentlemanly manner has won him friends and his 
logical words have secured for his church 
additions. 


many 


SS 8D 


| ARIA AGNES WORSLEY, County Super- 

intendent of Schools of Racine County, 

has the distinction of being the first lady 

honored with that position not only in 

Racine County, but in Southern Wisconsin. She 

resides at Oak Lawn Rest, the old homestead of 

the Worsley family, situated in Yorkville Town- 

ship about three and a half miles from Union Grove 
and eleven miles from Racine. 

Miss Worsley is one of Racine County’s daugh- 
ters. She was born June 16, 1864, and is the third 
child in a family of nine children whose parents 
were Thomas G. and Maria (Shields) Worsley. 
Her father was born in 1829, in England, and be- 


longed to one of the old and respected families of | 


that country. His father was an extensive land- 


| self-sacrifice. 
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owner and Thomas Worsley also became a success- 
ful agriculturist. Like his parents he became a 
member of the Church of England and was a warm 
adherent of that faith. When about twenty-six 
years of age he bade good-by to his native land, 
crossed the broad Atlantic to America, and took 
up his residence in Yorkville Township, Racine 
County, Wis. On the 22d of November, 1860, he 
was united in marriage with Miss Maria Shields, 
who was born in Queens County, Ireland, June 13, 
1836. Her parents were Francis and Mary (De- 
laney) Shields, also natives of the Emerald Isle, 
and her father was a gentleman of finished educa- 
tion. For some time he was a student in Dublin 
University and became a barrister at law and a 
large land-owner. He and his wife are numbered 
among the very early settlers of Racine County, 
and their first home was a log cabin such as was 
common in those pioneer days. Remnants of the 
tribes of Winnebago and Fox Indians were still to 
be seen in the neighborhood and remains of their 
wigwams might be found for many years after- 
wards. 

Mrs. Worsely shared in the hardships and trials 
of frontier life and with her husband improved 
the farm which has been the 
ever since. They spent the 
lives in Racine County. 


home of the family 
remainder of their 
Mr. Worsley died No- 
vember 12, 1875, leaving his wife with nine smail 
children, the eldest of whom was thirteen years, 
and the youngest six months. Mrs. Worsley is a 
woman of rare intelligence and remarkable exec- 
utive ability, as is evinced by the way in which 
she has managed the large estate and brought up 
her family. Her life has been one of labor and 
She is a devout Catholic and has 
brought up her children in that faith. 

The record of this family is as follows: Francis 
Wellington is married and resides in Denver, Col., 
where he is carrying On a most successful business 
as a merchant, being a man of excellent executive 
ability; William Franklin, a man of superior in- 
telligence, especially proficient in mathematics, 
has charce of the old homestead in Yorkville 
Township; he is an officer of high standing in the 
Modern Woodmen of America; Miss Agnes is the 
next ycung<1; James Ambrose, who received an 
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academic and collegiate education and married 
Miss Lydia Wright, niece of Judge Wall, of Wich- 
ita, Kam., is a member of the well-known law firm 
of Baker, Botts € Baker, eminent jurists of Hus- 
ton, Tex. His reputation as an attorney is an 
enviable one and he has a fine practice. John 
Albinus, who was a student in St. Francis Seminary 
and possesses considerable musical talent, being a 
bass singer of no small ability, resides on his 
mother’s esiate and devotes his energies to farm- 
ing; Catherine Albertus, who has studied in the 
Whitewater Normal School and intends to com- 
plete the full normal course, is now one of the 
efficient teachers of Racine County, and is also a 
member of the N. E. A. and of the Wisconsin State 
Teachers’ Association; Agatha Beatrice also pos- 
sesses musical talent of a high order and is a pro- 
ficient teacher of violin and piano music. She 
was a student in St. Catherine’s Academy and her 
crayon work also shows that she has considerable 
ability as an artist. Gabriella Amanda, who has 
also inherited the family taste for music, is attend- 
ing school at St. Catherine’s Academy, at Racine. 
Thomas Roncetti completes the family. 

As a child, Miss Agnes Worsley displayed con- 
siderable intelligence. She always ranked high in 
her classes and was graduated with honors from 
the Racine High School in the Class of ’83. Her 
ability to fill the position which she now occupies 
is unquestioned. Under her charge in Racine 
County are eighty-eight teachers and seventy-five 
schools, including one free High School in Burling- 
ton, in which she was formerly a teacher, two 
graded schools, one in Union Grove and one in 
Waterford. Miss Worsley conducts the teach- 
ers’ institutes both in winter and in summer 
and has won the high regard of the teachers 
over whom she has control. She was elected 
County Superintendent in the fall of 1890, on the 
Democratic ticket over two strong opposing can- 
didates, receiving a majority of five hundred and 
sixteen. This was, indeed, a flattering success in 


a strongly Republican county, and showed that the 
citizens appreciated her worth and fitness for the 
office, 

Miss Worsley has a careerof which she may well 
feel proud. 


By energy and determination she has 


| 


I 
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worked her way upward and the esteem of the 
community is accorded her. She is a most ardent 
advocate of temperance principles and was a mem- 
ber of Father Mathew’s ‘Temperance Society in 
Racine. She member of St. Patrick’s 
Church in that city, is treasurer of the south-east 
division of the Wiscosnin Teachers’ Association, a 
member of the National Educational Association, 
and is President of the Racine County Teachers’ 
Library Association. Her home, as before stated, 
is at Oak Lawn Rest, where reside eight members 
of the Worsley family. Their home is the abode 
of hospitality and the members of the household 
rank high in the social world. 


is also a 
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real-estate and insurance business in Racine, 


has carried on operations in this line for 
the past six years and has become widely known 
in His life-record is as follows: 
He is a native of Schleswig-Holstein, Germany, 
and is one of five children whose parents are 
Thies and Elsebe Thiesen. In the usual manner 
of farmer lads the days of his boyhood and youth 
were passed, and in the common schools his educa- 
tion was acquired. He is the only one of the 
family that has crossed the ocean and become a 
citizen of America. In the year 1868, he bade 
good-by to his home and native land and sailed 
for the United States, where he at length safely 
arrived. He reached Racine, Wis., in September 
of that year and soon afterward secured a clerk- 
ship with Matthias Ahrens, with whom he re- 
mained for sixteen years. His long continuance 
in one employ is a high testimonial of his fidelity 
and worth; it indicates his efficiency as a salesman 
and the confidence reposed in him by his em- 
ployers. 


business circles. 


In 1885 Mr. Thiesen returned to his native land, 
where he visited his mother and some other rela. 
tives and friends, remaining some ten weeks, dur- 
ing which time his mother died. When he re- 
turned to his home in Racine he embarked in the 
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real-estate business, which he has since successfully | 
carried on. 

On the 12th of October, 1888, Mr. Thiesen | 
led to the marriage altar Miss Mary Duecker 
a native of New Holstein, Wis., although her par- 
ents came from the same village and province in 
Germany as did our subject. The young couple 
began their domestic life in Racine, where they 
still reside. In politics, Mr. Thiesen is an advo- 
cate of Republican principles and isa man well 
informed concerning the issues of the day. From 
1885 until 1887, he served as Alderman from the 
Fifth Ward and in 1890 was elected a member of 
the Board of Supervisors. He belongs to the 
Dania Society, a benevolent order, but is connected 
with no secret societies. His business is now pros- 
pering and among the self-made men, and large 
property-owners, Mr. Thiesen may be numbered, 
having worked his way upward from an humble 
position. 
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: EV. MICHAEL WENKER, pastor of St. 
George's German Catholic Church, of Keno- | 

\ sha, was born in Alsace, France, September 

26, 1839, and is a son of Sebastian and 

Mary Wenker, who with their family emigrated to 

the United States in 1843, and settled in Clyman 

Township, Dodge County, Wis. There were only 

four settlers in the neighborhood and six houses in 

Watertown at that time. There they spent the 

remainder of their days as highly respected people 

of the community. Both parents were members 


of the German Catholic Church and in politics | 


Mr. Wenker was a Democrat. He died at the age 
of sixty-four years and his wife passed away when 
fifty-nine years of age. 

In the family of this worthy couple were nine 
children: Mrs. Ellen Wright, of Watertown, Wis.; 
Sebastian, a merchant of Cazenovia, Wis.; Mrs. 
Catherine Beck, who resides in Charles City, Lowa; 
Theresa, deceased; Rev. Michael, of this sketch; 
George, who died in St. Joseph, Mo.; Joseph F., ex- 
Register of Deeds and a farmer residing on the 
old homestead in Dodge County; John, a ranch- 
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man of Albany, Linn County, Ore.; and Mrs. Mary 
Mueller, a resident of Milwaukee. 

Rev. Mr. Wenker, whose name heads this sketch, 
spent the days of his boyhood and youth in tbe 
usual manner of farmer lads and in the winter 
season when his services were not needed at home 
he attended the district schools of the neighbor- 
hood. Later he spent a year in school at-Jeffer- 
son, Wis., after which he was for two years a stu- 
dentin Notre Dame University of Indiana. He spent 
a similar length of time in pursuing his studies at 
Grande Seminar y in Montreal, Canada, and finished 
his course in St, Francis Seminary, where on the 
5th of November, 1865, he was there ordained by 
Bishop John M. Henni. 

The first charge of Father Wenker was at Addi- 
son, Washington County, Wis., where he remained 
nearly five years. He was then transferred to 
Newburg for six months, after which he was called 
as an instructor in St. Francis Seminar y, there re- 
maining two years. At the expiration of that 
time he became pastor of the church in Monroe, 
Wis., where he remained fourteen months and the 
next ten years of his life were spent in pastoral 
work at Hartford, Wis. Father Wenker was called 
to his present charge in 1883, and has since been a 
resident of Kenosha. The parish contains about 
four hundred and fifty families. St. George’s 
Church is a large brick structure, 58x155 feet and 
on the same block they have a Sisters’ Home and 
a good school building where are employed five 
teachers. Both school and church are steam heat- 
ed. Father Wenker man of fine scholastic 
attainments, of cordial social qualities and his 
church is now in a flourishing condition. 


is a 
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EPH RIEL S. CONE is an old and prominent 
( resident of Racine, a contractor and mover 
NA) of buildings and heavy structures of all 
kinds. John Cone, his father, was born in New 
Hartford, Oneida County, N. Y., January 9, 1813, 
and his calling was that of a contractor and 
builder. In politics, he was a stanch Republican, 
and ever active in sustaining that party's princi- 
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ples. On the 9th of February, 1831, he wedded 
Miss Mary Vradenburgh, the third daughter of 
John L. Vradenburgh, of New Hartford. In 1850 
he came West and located at Lyons, Walworth 
County, Wis., where he engaged in carpentering 
and building until 1879, when he removed to 
Janesville, and there made his home until his 
death, January 9, 1890. He was an active mem- 
ber of the Methodist Church. 

The children of the Cone family are as follows: 
Eliza, born in New Hartford, December 23, 1831, 
was married in Lyons, to James Shaver, by whom 
she had five children, all yet living. Her death 
occurred October 10, 1870, in Lexington, Mo. 
Urial S., our subject, was born in Marshall, Lewis 
County, N. Y., September 29, 1834; Sarah, born in 
Constableville, N. Y., June 11, 1836, died in that 
same place on the 8th of May, 1837. Sylvester, 
eighteen months a soldier in Company C, Twenty- 
second Wisconsin, born in Constableville, July 13, 
1838, married Miss Helen Balcom in Lyons, Mo., 
July 4, 1861. They have a family of four chil- 
«Iren, and all are now living in Racine. John J., 
born in Leyden, N. Y., December 11, 1840, was 
married in Lyons, on the 14th of October, 1860, 
to Miss Cornelia Balcom. They have four chil- 
dren who reside with their parents in Manitowoc, 
Wis., where the father follows railroading. He 
enlisted as a private in the Twenty-second Wis. 
consin Infantry, and for meritorous conduct was 
promoted to be drum major, in which capacity he 
served until the close of the war. Ella, born Feb- 
ruary 10, 1843, was married August 9, 1866, to Abi 
R. Balcom, and they now reside in Sheboygan, 
Wis., with their five children. Ela enlisted as a 
Corporal in the Twenty-second Wisconsin Infantry 


and became Second Lieutenant of Company C, of | 


the same regiment. Later he was made First 
Lieutenant in the United States Colored Infantry, 
where he served with honor until after the close 


of the war. George, born in Utica, N. Y., March 


13, 1845, died in that city. September 13, 1846. 
Henry, born July 11, 1847, at Deerfield Corners, 
N. Y., enlisted as a private in the Thirty-sixth 
Wisconsin Infantry, was taken prisoner at Cold 
Harbor and confined in Libby prison six months, 
which so undermined his health that he was dis- 
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He married Marian Small 
in Geneva Lake, Wis., Septen.ber 12, 1873, “and 
they reside in Sheboygan, Wis., four children com- 


charged for disability. 


pleting the family circle. Albert, born in New 
Hartford, N. Y.. June 11, 1849, was married in 
Lyons, Wis., September 21, 1872, to Miss Minnie 
Campbell, and they have eight children, who with 
their parents Janesville, Wis. Mary 
Rebecca, born February 7, 1852, in Clayville, N. 
Y., in Lyons, Wis., on the 12th of September, 
1871, became the wife of Charles W. Jackson. and 
four children make happy their home, which is 
located in Stebbinsville, Wis. Chaney, born in 
Lyons, Wis., February 2, 1854, was united in mar- 
riage at Geneva Lake in 1876 with Miss Tilly Fish, 
Three children bless their union and make merry 
a home in Janesville, and 
father follows railroading. Clara A., born in 
Lyons, July 7, 1855, became the wife of James D. 


reside in 


where the husband 


Bates in Janesville, where they are now living. 
The mother of this family, who was born May 7, 
1815. in Charleston, N. Y., fills an honored place 
in the household of our subject. Although more 
than seventy-six years of age, her mental faculties 
are still uhimpaired and the infirmities of declin- 
ing years rest lightly upon her. 

U. S. Cone, whose name heads this record, was 
educated in the common schools of Utica, N. Y., 
and began life for himself at the age of twenty- 
three. In Lyons, Wis., on the 12th of September, 
1860, he led to the marriage altar Miss Alice A. 
Campbell, and unto them were born seven children 
but only two are now living—-Ella A., who was 
born October 19, 1864, and on the 22d of Oc- 
tober, 1882, became the wife of William J. Steckle 
of Grand Rapids, Mich., by whom she has one 
child; Grace M., born April 29, 1875, is now 
attending the common schools of Racine. The 
mother was called to her final rest January 9, 
1878, and her remains were interred at Lyons, 
Wis. On the 24th of January, 1886, Mr. Cone 
married Mrs. Helen J. Rounsevell at Racine. 
They have three children—Esther H., born Novem- 
ber 23, 1880; Ruth I., born January 20, 1888; and 
Jennie Belle, born February 23, 1891. Mrs. Cone 
was born in the town of Raymond, Wis., October 
25, 1848, and is a daughter of Uriah Spaulding, a 
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farmer of Raymond, who died in 1881. Her 
mother died when Mrs. Cone was but four months 
old, and she became the adopted child of Edward 
Burbeck of Caledonia. She has one sister, Hattie 
II., who became the wife of Newton -Bush, of 
Pleasant Prairie, Kenosha County, and unto them 
have been born three children. 

Mr. Cone is a strong Prohibitionist and does all 
in his power to advance the interests of the party. 
He was reared a Methodist and for fifteen years 
has been a Missionary and now a licensed Evange- 
list of the Free Methodist persuasion. By his un- 
swerving manhood and consistent example he has 
earned the title of “an honest, upright Christian 
gentteman.’’ 
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»ILLIAM ROWE owns and operates a fine 

\ farm of one hundred and fifty-seven acres 
on section 16, Rochester Township, Racine 
County, where he has made his home for about 
forty-five years. Of the citizens of English birth 
residing in this locality, none are more worthy of 
representation in this volume than the subject of 
our sketch. He was born in Yorkshire, England, 
March 5, 1825. His father, William Rowe, was a 
native of the same county and was a wool-comber 
by trade. He became quite a prominent member 
of the Masonic fraternity and was a member of the 
Episcopal Church. . 
but died in England in the year 1849. The mother 
of our subject, whose maiden name was Mary Jen- 
kins, also spent ber entire life in her native coun- 
try. By her marriage she became the mother of 
nine children, as follows: 
May A. and Nancy, all deceased; William, whose 
name heads this sketch; Sarah, wife of George 
Hinsdale; and Benjamin, a resident of Republic 
County, Kan. The sons were all reared to the 


same trade which the father had followed. 

Our subject attended school until the age of six- 
teen years, when he commenced life for himself 
and has since made his own way in the world. 
His first work was wool combing, which he followed 
for a couple of years, but about that time machin- 


He never left his native land. 


Jobn, Martha, Joseph, | 


| children, as follows: 


| ery came into general use for such work, and his 


services were no longer needed, He then entered 
a woolen factory, where his duty was to fold and 
pack goods. In 1845 he went to Scotland, where 
he spent about six months. At the end of that 
time he returned to England, where he remained 
until 1848, which year witnessed his emigration to 
America. Bidding good-by to his old home, he 
sailed from Liverpool and thirty-one days later ar- 
rived in New York, from whence he made bis way 
to Albany and on to Buffalo, where he boarded a 
sailing vessel and at length arrived in Racine,Wis. 
He walked most of the way from Racine to Dover 
‘Township, where he commenced work asa farm- 
hand for $8 per month. In that way his time was 
passed until 1453, but now other interests engrossed 
his attention and with the desire to gain wealth 
the more rapidly he started over land to Califor- 
nia, reaching Hangtown four months later. He 
now engaged in mining for four years, and on his 
return home at the expiration of that period, he 
was possessed of a considerably greater sum of 
money than he had when he started out, his trip 
having proved both a profitable and pleasant one. 
On bis return from California he purchased eighty 
acres on section 12, Rochester Township, where he 
made his home for about ten years. 

In 1867 Mr. Rowe purchased his present farm. 
He then became owner of one hundred and fifty- 


| seven acres of land on section 16, Rochester Town- 


ship. which he has since divided into fields of con- 
venient size, that now yield to him a ready return 
for his care and cultivation. He has a well im- 
proved farm aná is classed among the enterprising 
agriculturists of the community. He is also a val- 
ued citizen and has heid the office of Ruad Super- 
visor and was a member of the Town Board of Su- 
pervisors for a number of years. Socially he is a 
Mason, belonging to Temple Lodge No. 96. A. F. 
& A. M., of Waterford, and in politics is a suppor- 
ter of Democratic principles. 

In 1857 Mr. Rowe was joined in wedlock with 
Miss Emma, daughter of Joseph and Susan Drake, 
and a native of Yorkshire, England, as were also 
her parents. Their union was blessed with seven 
Mary, wife of George Hop- 
kins, of Honey Creek, Wis.; Martha, wife of Wat- 


4 
i 
i 
i 
1 
= 
o 
u 


742 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM. 


son Erle, of Honey Creek; Eunice, at home; Will- 
inm who is employed as a salesman in a grocery 
store at Geneva; Joseph, who is now attending 
college in Valparaiso, Ind.; and Jolin and Frank, 
the youngest of the family, both at home. 

In 1877 Mr. Rowe visited England and spent 
some time visiting relativesand friends, and enjoy- 
ing the scenes of his childhood days. 
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) OHN McKERCHER is practically living a 
retiied life upon his farm on section 10, 

O Dover Township. In recording this sketch 
( we present to our readers the life of one of 
the honored pioneers of Southeastern Wisconsin 
and a man of extended acquaintance, feeling 
assured that his many friends will receive the 
biography with interest. Mr. McKercher was born 
in Perthshire, Scotland, on the 11th of June, 1811, 
and for several generations his family had there 


— 


resided. His father, Alexander McKercher, was | 


born in Perthshire and in the neighborhood of his 
old home married Jane Hayes, who was also a na- 
tive of that county. The year 1838 witnessed 
their emigration to the United States. They made 
their first settlement in New York where they re- 
sided for about three and a half years, when in 
1842, the family came to the Territory of Wiscon- 
sin, locating near Burlington. Mr. McKercher 
there purchased land but was not long permitted 
to enjoy his new home as his death occurred in 
1844. His wife passed away before him. 

Our subject is the eldest of their five children, 
four sons and a daughter, who grew to mature years. 
Donald is now deceased; Duncan removed to Iowa, 
where his death occurred; Alexander is a substan- 
tial farmer of the town of Burlington, and Janet 
became the wife of John Mitchell but both are 
now deceased, 

We now take up the personal history of the 
gentleman whose name heads this sketch. His 
boyhood was spent in his native county, where 
he acquired a fair education, but in his youth he 
left the Highlands and for thirteen years previous 


to coming to America, wasa resident of Edinburgh. 
During a portion of the time he was employed in 
the store of an uncle, and there gained an ex- 
cellent knowledge of business methods, He, too, 
determined to try his fortune in the New World, 
and when the family crossed the ocean he formed 
one ‘of the number. With his brother Donald 
he purchased a section of land in the town of 
Burlington, which they cleared and improved, 
making it a good farm. Not a rod of fence had 
been built or furrow turned, and in those early 
days the brothers had to endure many hardships 
and privations, such as come to those who make 
homes on the frontier. ‘To the pioneers ail credit 
is due and the debt of gratitude which we owe 
them can never be repaid. The names of John 
and Donald MeKercher should be enrolled among 
the founders of the county and mentioned in its 
history as men who laid the foundation and aided 
in the upbuilding of one of the most important 
counties in this commonwealth. They worked 
together until the death of Donald in 1846. The 
following year the estate was divided and our 
subject continued the cultivation of his share until 
1852, when he located and purchased the land on 
which he now resides, Again he had to perform 


the arduous task of developing a new farm, but 


one hundred and sixty acres of highly cultivated 
land now yield to him a golden tribute. He 
also owns an additional eighty acres within a 
mile of the home farm, which is likewise well 
improved. Ile has built good barns and other 
outbuildings, has a comfortable residence and 
many other improvements. 

On the 6th of April, 1847, Mr. McKercher was 
united in marriage with Miss Mary McDonald, 
who has proved to her husband a true helpmate. 
She is a daughter of James McDonald, who was 
born in the north of Ireland but was of Scotch 
descent. On the Emerald Isle, he married Belle 
Graham, who was also born in that locality, and 
spent her entire life in her native land. Mr. 
McDonald emigrated to America in 1841, and 
after one year spent in Jersey City came West in 
1842, casting his lot with the early settlers of 
what is now Dover Township, Racine County. 
Upon his farm which he then located, he made his 


maa 
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home until his death, which occurred in 1881, at | 


the advanced age of ninety years. Mrs. McKer- 
cher was born in the north of Ireland and came 
with her father to this country. She is the eldest 
of a family of five children. 

By the union of our subject and his worthy 
wife six children have been born. The eldest 
David Edwin, was graduated from the State 
University and is an intelligent and prominent 
farmer, now married and residing in Worth 
County, Iowa; Theodore is married and occupies 
a farm adjoining that of his elder brother; George, 
Maggie, Mary Ellen and Thadeus are all at home. 
The father is a member of the Presbyterian Church, 
the mother of the Baptist Church, and both have 
led consistent Christian lives, making them worthy 
of the high regard in which they are held. In 
politics, Mr. McKercher is a Republican, and a 
warm advocate of the party principles, yet he has 
never sought or desired public office, preferring to 
devote his entire time and attention 
ness. 


to his busi- 
He has lived the quiet life of a farmer and 
his career has been an honorable and useful one. 
Faithful to every trust, he has won the public 
confidence, and by his fair dealing has gained a 
competence. As a citizen, he is public spirited, 
and the best interests of the community have ever 
found in him a friend. As he is now in his de- 
elining years, he has laid aside business cares and 
is enjoying a well earned rest. 
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ANIEL M. JONES is the owner of a beauti- 
ful farm of two hundred and six acres situ- 
ated on section 7. Paris Township. It is 
oni improved with good buiidings and the fields 
are under a bigh state of cultivation and in con- 
nection with the growing of cereals he also pays 
considerable attention to the raising of fine stock, 
including good grades of horses, sheep, cattle and 
hogs. 

Mr. Jones was born in South Wales, Camarth- 
enshire, July 21, 1841, and is the second in a fam- 
ily of four sons and one daughter—Daniel M., is 
„the oldest living chiid; Jobn B., whọ is married 
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and is engaged in the banking and | milling busi- 
ness and is also a prominent real-estate desler of 
Algona, Iowa, served in the hundred-day ser- 
vice during the late war; James H. is married and 
is a prosperous farmer and stock-raiser, residing 
near Algona; Henry died at about the age of 
twenty years; and Sarah J. is the wife of T. W. 
Jordan, a hardware merchant of Sioux City, Iowa, 
who also served in the three-months service during 
the late war. The sons and Mr. Jordan are all Re- 
publicans in politics, 

The father of this family, John M. Jones, was 
born in Wales and reared as a civil engineer in 
the mines, becoming a skilled surveyor. Leaving 
his native land he crossed the Atlantic to America, 
accompanied by his family, and after six weeks 
reached the shores of the New World. He had in- 
tended seeking a position in the mines of Penn- 
sylvania, but decided try to his fortune in Wiscon 


sin, locating in Kenosha County in 1843. He 
entered forty acres of land in Brighton Township 


and erected a little frame house, 12x12 feet and 
two stories high, where they lived in true pioneer 
style. The Indians were still numerous in the 
Settlement and one occasion while Mrs. Jones was 
on her way to the doctor for her husband she met 
a party of the red men. Although almost over- 
come with fear she continued on her way, but that 
meeting ever remained vividly in her memory. 
Mr. Jones and his family were numbered among 
the sterling pioneer settlers of this community and 
aided largely in the development of the county. 
As his financial rescources increased he purchased 
other lands and became well-to-do. He is a stanch 
Republican in politics and was especially strong in 
the support of Abraham Lincoln. He held the 
office of Town Clerk for nearly twenty years and 
was a surveyor, both in Racine and Kenosha 
Counties. Among the prominent and influential 
citizens he was numbered and at his death, which 
occurred May 30, 1888, many friends mourned his 
loss. His wife died August 29, 1887. Both were 
church members, he of the Methodist Church and 
she of the Congregational Church, and their con- 
sistent Christian character won them the respect 
of all. 


Our subject was reared among the wild scenes of 


744 


frontier life, and well remembers playing with the 
Indian boys. His educational advantages were 
meagre, but by reading and study in subsequent 
years he has become a well-informed man and oc- 
cupies a prominent position in this community. 
He has been twice married. On the 6th of Sep- 
tember, 1866, Miss Mary Russeil became his wife; 
she was a native of Kenosha County, Wis., and 
was a daughter of James and Ann Russell, whose 
sketch appears elsewhere in this work. She died 
January 27, 1887, leaving four children to mourn 
her loss— Charles E.; who resides in Algona, lowa; 
Lottie, Jennieand Russell H., who are still at home. 
On the 27th of December, 1888, Mr. Jones wedded 
Mrs. Hattie J. Leach. nee Bettinson, daughter of 
Charles W. Bettinson. Her father, a native of Bos- 
ton, Mass., was a mechanic by trade, but after 
coming to the West followed farming. In politics, 
he was a stalwart Republican, and died in Henry 
County, Mo., in 1879. His wife, maiden 
name was Jane M. Burton, was born in London, 
England, and crossed the Atlantic when a maiden 
of nine summers. She is a member of the Baptist 
Church and is still residing in Kansasville, Racine 
County, at the advanced age of seventy-two years. 
Their only daughter was born in Brighton Town- 
ship, where her girlhood days were passed and her 
education acquired. On the 3d of July, 1866, she 
became the wife of Joseph Leach, a native of Eng- 
land and a farmer by occupation, who died Sep- 
tember 29, 1867. He served during the late war 
as a member of Company C, First Wisconsin In- 
fantry, which was assigned to the Army of the 
Cumberland. At the battle of Chickamauga he 
was captured and for nine months was incarcerated 
in Libby Prison, when in company with John R. 
Schofield, Lemuel McDonald, Thomas Anderson 
and Chauncey Chapman, he dug his way out and 
made his escape. He was then granted a leave of 
absence and returned home but afterward rejoined 
his regiment with which he remained until honor- 
ably discharged from the service. His death re- 
sulted from the hardships of prison life. 


whose 


Mr. Jones was one of the defenders of his coun- | 


try in her hour of need, having enlisted September 
6, 1864, in the First Wisconsin Artillery, which 
was assigned to the Army of the Potomac. The 
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regiment was sent from Madison, Wis. to „ Ft. 

Lyon, a few miles south of Washington, D. C., 
where he remained on duty until discharged from 
the service June 29, 1865. He was a faithful sol- 
dier und has alike been a true citizen in times of 
peace, He cast his first Presidential vote for Abra- 
ham Lincoln and has since marched under the ban- 
ner of the Republican party. For four years he 
held the office of Township Clerk, was Chairmak 
of the Town Board of Supervisors for three terms 
and has been officially connected with the schools 
for many He has discharged every duty 
with promptness and fidelity, thus winning the ap- 


years. 


proval of all concerned. Socially, he is a member of 
George B. Post, No. 215, G. A. R., of 
His life has been welland wortluly 
spent and those who know him best esteem him 
highly for his sterling worth and integrity. He 
has been a resident of the county since its pioneer 
days, has been intimately identified with its 
growth and upbuilding. 


Lincoln 
Union Grove. 
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WW AMES R. LOOMIS, deceased, a veteran of 

| the late war, well deserves representation in 

this volume, and it is with pleasure that we 
record the life work of so worthy 

Py native of the Empire State, Mr. Loomis was 
born in Sarotoga County, on the 28th of October, 


1826. He there spent the days of his boyhood and 
youth and followed the occupation of farming un- 
til he removed Westward. 

On the 14th of February, 1850, he was united in 
marriage to Miss Maria R. Greene, a native of the 
same county, born February 17, 1830. They began 
their domestic life in New York, but after five 
years emigrated Westward with the hope of better 
ing their financial condition. Thev first located 
in De Kalb County* III., and in 1860, came to Keno- 
sha County, Wis., locating on a farm in the Town 
of Somers. Mr. Loomis engaged in the cultivation 
of his land for two years and then brought his 
family to the city of Kenosha. Prompted by 
patriotic impulses, he responded to the country’s 
eall for troops and on the 18th of October, 1862, 


PP.” 
n 
Geis: 
ww 
—— —-— 


— — —— — ——— — nn a — 


PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM. 


let in ji Godinat 
Wisconsin Volunteers. After about two years’ 
service, he died of fever in the hospital at Mem- 
phis, Tenn. 


Mr. Loomis was a Republican in politics anda | 


man highly respected, in the community where he 
lived, for his many excellencies of character. At 
his death he left a wife and three children, Charles 
A., the eldest, who is now foreman in the pattern 
department of the Malleable Iron Works in Indi- 


anapolis, Ind.; Frank B., a well-known and promi- | 
of Kenosha; and | 


nent contractor and builder 


Nellie P., who completes the family. 


After the death of her husband, Mrs. Loomis be- | 
came the wife of Thomas D. Parsons, who died in | 
He was a carpenter by trade and built one | 


1873. 
of the first frame houses in Southport, where he 
settled in 1835, being among the earliest pioneers 
of the city. 
lady, still resides in Kenosba, where she has now 
made her home for thirty years. The family is 
one well known throughout this community and 
high regard is given its members. 


NICHARD E. ELA, deceased, was born in 
; Grafton County, N, H., on the 5th day of 
May, 1812 and on the paternal side was of 
English descent. His parents, Benjamin 


the old Granite State. Durin- 
youth, he worked upon the farm throughout the 


summer months, and in the winter season attended | 


the common schools of the neighborhood until 
seventeen years of age. In early childhood, he 


developed a more than ordinary love of study, | 
pursuing bis studies with ambition until fitted for | 


college, which he was very desirous of entering. 
Disappointed in this, he soon turned his attention 


to other pursuits. Not enabled to carry out his | 


cherished plan, about the time he attained his ma- 


mined to come West, believing that on its broad 
35 


atian to succeed. 


Mrs. Parsons, who is an estimable | 


| lowed the business until 1871, 
| owing to ill health. 
| he found it possible, 


| of August, 
jority be entered a printing office, working at that 
trade for several months. At length he deter- | 


747 


ys Thirty-third Regiment | prairies, better imporbenitinn i were ando ) young 


men than in the older and more thickly populated 
States of the East. It was in 1836 that he left the 
State of his nativity with the view ofcarrying out 
this resolution. For a short time he worked in 


_ Albany and Buffalo, N. Y., in order to secure suf- 


ficient means to pay the expenses of the proposed 
trip. 

In the autumn of that year, Mr. Ela arrived in 
Plainfield, IIL, and was there employed in the man- 
ufacture of fanning mills until the fall of 1838, 
when he became a resident of Racine County, Wis., 
locating in Rochester, then a small village of two 
years’ growth. He erected a small frame building 
which to him was both shop and home. He was 
energetic, ambitious and possessed a firm determin- 
Beginning the manufacture of 
fanning mills, he would make a few at a time and 
go out through the country selling them, but soon 
the sales had to be left to some one else, for his 
business rapidly increased from year to year. 


With his increased trade he had to enlarge his 


| facilities and in a short time extensive shops were 
| built in Rochester, and branch offices were esta- 


He fol- 
when he retired, 
In the meantime, whenever 
he made judicious invest- 
in land and time showed the wisdom of 
this, for as the year passed real estate rose rapidly 
in value, and at the time of his death he was one 


blished in different parts of Wisconsin. 


ments 


| of the largest landowners of Racine County. 
and Abigail (Emerson) Ela, were also residents of | 
his boyhood and | 


On the 26th of April, 1842, Mr. Ela married 
Miss Nancy Emily, daughter of Deacon Obed and 
Nancy Hulburd, who died October 15th of the 
same year. On the 12th of August, 1850, occurred 
his second marriage to Nancy Jane Roys, daughter 
of Philander Roys; of Pultneyville, N. Y., and 
unto them were born three daughters, Emily Jane, 
who died at the age of two and a half years; 
Ellen A., now the wife of J. C. Woodworth, of 
Minneapolis, Minn.; and Ida L., now in Boston, 
Mass. The mother of this family died on the 1st 
1856. Mr. Ela was again married 
November 2, 1857, to Mrs. Emily C. Montgomery, 
daughter of Rev. Samuel Eastman, then a resident 
of Elkhorn, Wis., and to whom were born seven 
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children, William M.; Edward G., who died in 
infancy; Edith C., who died August 30, 1889, at 
the age of twenty-seven years; Mary H.; George; 
¿dwin S.; and Emerson. 

In politics Mr. Ela was a Republican, a staunch 
advocate of the party principles, and always took 
much interest in political affairs. His success in 
business was most remarkable. He began life 
empty-handed, having no capital whatever, yet he 
worked his way upward and by his own industry, 
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perseverance and good management acquired a | 


handsome property. His example might wellserve 
to encourage young men who like himself have 
not money or influential friends to aid them as 
they stut out in the journey of life. 
always to be found on the side of temperance and 


morality and his influence and support were ever 


| some years, dying in Racine in 1880. 


He was | 


given to those interests calculated to promote the | 


general welfare. Honored and respected in life, 
lamented in death, he passed away November 22, 


1888, and the county lost one of its best citizens, | 


his neighbors a faithful friend, and his wife and 
children a loving and tender husband and father. 


EP PET 


HARLES H. BULL owns and operates a 
GC fine farm of eighty acres on section 31, 
Y) Raymond Township, Racine County. He 

is numbered among the early settlers of this 
county, and is one of the prominent and influen- 
tial citizens. 
that for years has been connected with the leading 
interests of this community. He was born on the 
6th of June, 1839, in Cayuga County, N. Y., and 


isa son of De Grove Bull, who was also a native of | 


the Empire State. His father was reared to man- 
hood upon a farm. and throughout his life en- 
gaged in agricultural pursuits. In the State of 
his nativity he met and married Amanda Crosby, 
and unto them were born eleven children. In 
1846, Mr. Bull emigrated with his family to Wis- 
consin, traveling by way of the Lakes, and settled 
in Racine County, where 
upon which our subject now resides. It was then 


He is a representative of a family | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
i 


tirely unimproved. ‘The first home of the family 
was a log cabin, and in true pioneer style they be- 
gan life in the West. The work of development 
and improvement was carried on by the family un- 
til a fine farm yielded a golden tribute to the care 
and cultivation of the owner. Mr. Bull there re- 
sided until his death, which occurred in 1867, at 
the age of seventy-two years. He was a man of 
considerable prominence in the community and 
held a number of local offices, but gave his chief 
attention to his business. In political sentiment, 
he was a Democrat. His estimable wife survived him 
Of their 
family four sons and three daughters are now liv- 
ing in Racine County, as follows: Mrs, Gage, Mrs, 
Case and Mrs. Wait, all of whom reside in Racine; 
Daniel who is living in Mt. Pleasant Township; 
Stephen, a prominent citizen of Racine; and 
Wakeley, of Racine; and Charles whose name 
heads this sketch. 

When a lad of seven summers Charles Bull was 
brought by his parents to Wisconsin and his life 
has since been passed in this county. His educa- 
tion was acquired in such schools as are usually 
found on the frontier. He took part in the open- 
ingup of the new farm and was therefore early 
inured to hard labor. Upon his father’s death he 
assumed the charge and management of the affairs 
and now owns and operates eighty acres of fine 
land which he has placed under a high state of 
cultivation. The improvements are many and 
everything about the place denotes thrift and en- 
terprise of the owner. In connection with gen- 
eral farming he has engaged in breeding horses 
since 1856 and has considerable fine blooded stock 
upon the place. 

In Dover Township in 1866, Mr. Bull was 
united in marriage with Miss Mary Wilson, a na- 
tive of the Empire State, and a daughter of An- 
drew H. and Mary A. Wilson. Their union has 
been blessed with four children—De Grove, who 
was educated in the public schools and the Semi- 
nary of Rochester, is now a resident of Chicago; 
Andrew, who enjoyed like educational privileges 


he purchased a farm | as his brother, now aids his father in the operation 


of the home farm; May and Fred W. are still un- 


all wild land, largely covered with timber and en- | der the parental roof. 


Mr. Bull takes considerable interest in civic 


societies, is a member of Corinthian Lodge, No. | 


156, A. F. & A. M., of Union Grove and for two 


years has been at the head of Camp No. 863, | 
Modern Woodmen, at North Cape. His first Presi- | 


dential vote was cast for Stephen A. Douglas and 


he has since supported the Democratic party, but ' 
takes no active part in political affairs. The home | 
of Mr. and Mrs. Bull is one the finest in this neigh- 
borhood. Their pleasant residence is tastefully fur- | 
nished and supplied with pictures, music, books | 
and all that adds to the comfort and enjoyment of | 
The household is the abode of hospitality | 
Forty- | 


life. 
and the friends of the family are many. 
five long years have passed since Charles Bull 
came to Racine County, and in that period his up- 
right course has won him the respect and regard 
ofall with whom business or social relations have 
brought him in contact. llis success is due to en- 
terprise, perseverance and good management and 
he is now resting in the enjoyment of a well- 
earned competence. 


ILAS F. LEFLER,who is now practically liv- 


ing a retired life in Racine, claims New | 
| when a young man went to New York, where he 


York as the state of his nativity. He was 
born in Tompkins County, between Seneca 


and Cayuga, July 18, 1823, and is of German | 


descent. His grandfather, John Lefler, was a native 
of Germany, and served for seven years in the 


War of the Revolution, being promoted from a | 
He moved with | 
his son to New York, later to Tioga County, Pa., | 


private to the rank of Captain. 


where his death occurred. Christopher Lefier, the 
father of our subject, was a native of New Jersey, 


Empire State wedded Mary Corsett. In 1825 they 


moved to Tioga County, Pa., settling in the town | 


of Jackson, in the midst of a dense forest. Mr. 
Lefler had to cut a road through the wilderness 


and clear away the trees ere he could plow and 
He served in the War of 1812, | 


plant his farm. 
and resided in Tioga County until his death, 


which occurred in April, 1837, his wife surviving | 
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| cut, 


| born, in Otsego County, N. Y. 
and was there reared to manhood, but in the | 
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him about nine years. He held several local 
offices, and was a very prominent man of Tioga 
County, highly esteemed by all who knew him. 
He belonged to the Methodist Church, and in its 
work always took an active interest. In his family 
were eleven children, eight sons and three daugh- 
ters, of whom nine grew to mature years, but our 
subject and Dr. Albert Lefler, of New York City, 
are now the only survivors. 

Silas Lefler, the member of the family in whom 
the citizens of Racine are especially interested, 
spent his boyhood days amid the wild scenes of 
pioneer life in Tioga County, Pa., where he had 
hut limited chances for securing an education. He 
remained at home with his mother until seventeen 
years of age, and then began working as a farm 
hand. He also engaged in making shingles, and 
followed various other pursuits whereby he might 
earn an honest livelihood. In 1841 he secured as 
a companion and helpmate on life’s journey, Miss 
Lydia E. Spencer, who was born March 17, 1823, 
in West Burlington, Otsego County, N. Y., and is 
a daughter of Rufus Spencer, a native of Connecti- 
The family is of Scotch origin and was 
founded in America by Joshua Spencer, the grand- 
father of Mrs. Lefler, who was a native of Scotland, 
and became an early settler of the Nutmeg State. 
Her father grew to manhood in Connecticut, and 


became acquainted with and wedded Mary Card, 
a native of the Empire State. Her father served 
in the Revolutionary War, and both he and his 
wife were natives of Rhode Island. Mr. and Mrs. 
Spencer were consistent members of the Baptist 
Church and highly respected people. They were 
buried on the same farm where they had so 
long resided and on which Mrs. Spencer was 
Mrs. Lefler has 
five brothers and five sisters, all of whom are yet 
living, the eldest being near seventy-seven years 
of age and the youngest about fifty years. 

Mr. Lefler and his wife spent the first three years 
of their married life in Pennsylvania, and in 1845 
they came West, locating in the town of Caledonia, 
Racine County, Wis., where he purchased a farm 
and built a house, but ere a year had passed away 
he returned to the Keystone State to take care of 
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i | 
his mother and sister. Both died not long after- | 


wards, and in 1846 he again came to Racine, where 
he engaged in making shingles. He was then in 
limited circumstances, and had to endure many 
privations and hardships incident to pioneer life. 
In a storm on the lake while coming here they had 
lost all their furniture, their bedding and even 
wearing apparel. Later he engaged in the butcher- 
ing business in Rochester for a year, and afterward 
in Racine for a number of years during those early 
days. It was in 1854 that he became superinten- 
dent of grading for the Chicago & Northwestern 
Railroad from Racine south, and also for the branch 
of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul from Racine 
westward; continuing with these companies for 
three years when he resumed the butchering busi- 
ness. In 1859 he became a traveling salesman, 
and continued his services on the road selling 
goods and collecting for about six years, when on 
the 4th of August, 1866, he became agent for the 
Northwestern Life Insurance Company. 
quite successful in this undertaking and e mtinued 
the business until 1870, when he was taken sick. 
He was long incapacitated for work, and for some 
time lay at death’s door, but at length recovered 
and subsequently aided in the organization of the 
Republic Life Insurance Company, of which he was 
made general agent for the State of Illinois, retain- 
ing that position several years. He was then for | 
one year general agent for the State of Indiana, 


Company. For two years, in 1878 and 1879, he | 
engaged in selling agricultural implements in 
Rockford, III., but in February of the following | 
year returned to Racine and entered the employ of 
the Home Life Insurance Company of New York, | 
with which he is still connected. About 1882 he | 
also engaged in breeding trotting horses, having | 
raised a number of fine specimens. He has now 
some ten head, all registered. Mr. Lefler has been 
engaged in various lines of trade, yet through all 
has maintained a reputation for fair and honest 
dealing, and is known as a straightforward man | 
of sterling worth and integrity. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Lefler have been born the 
following children—Mary A., who became the 
wife of Edward Johnson, of Eagle Lake, Minn.; | 
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He was | 


Roxana became the wife of E. II. Berry, and died 
October 22, 1870, leaving a daughter, Lydia Belle 
Berry, who has been raised from infancy by Mr. 
Mrs. Letler; Fannie, who became the wife 
of N. J. Weber, resides in Chicago; Jennie is 


| wife of W. II. Luther, of Chicago, and has four 


sons; and George resides with his wife and four 


sons in Rockford, III. 


Mr. Letler is a member of the Masonic fraternity, 
with which he has been connected for some thirty- 
five years. He is held in high esteem by all with 


| whom he has come in contact, whether in business 


or social circles, and his family are likewise highly 
regarded, while their circle of friends and acquain- 
tances throughout the community is extensive. 
The parents are pioncers of Racine County, having 
first located here in 1845, and have therefore been 
eyewitnesses of almost its entire growth 
progress. 


and 


{ y!1-LIAM SUMNER STRONG, deceased, 
W was numbered among the early settlers of 
VÁ 


Kenosha. He was a lineal descendant of 


| Richard Strong, who was born in Caernarvonshire, 


Wales, in 1561, emigrated to Taunton, Somerset- 


| shire, England, in 1590,where his son, John Strong, 
in the employ of the St. Louis Mutual Insurance 


the founder of the family in America, was born in 
1605. The latter, who was of the Puritan faith, 
sailed on the vessel “Mary and John“ for Nan- 
tucket, Mass., arriving May 30, 1663. He assisted 
in founding the town of Dorchester, Mass., and 
subsequently removed to Hingham; was deputy to 
the general court at Plymouth in 1641-43-44, 
Having removed to Windsor, Conn., he made that 
his home until 1659 when he returned to Massa- 
chusetts and located at North Hampton. In 1663 


| he was made a Ruling Elder in the church. His de- 


scendants are numerous. Some of them have filled 
worthy positions in professional life but their ten- 
dency has been chiefly toward manufacturing. 

In direct line of descent from Elder John Strong, 
who established the family this side of the ocean, 
their names are as follows: John, John, John, John, 
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William, William Sumner. The last named was Mitchell, of Chicago, was the first white child born 


born in East Windsor, Conn., February 20,1820. He 


was an only son, as were also his father and grand- 
father. In an academy at Wilbraham, Mass., be re- 


ceived his scholastic training. On the 23d of May, 


for Mr. Hutchinson, a grain dealer. For some ten 
years he merchandised on his own account, building 
a store house on Main Street, which still stands. In 
1870 he became confidential clerk for Edward Bain, 


which position he was holding at the time of his 


death, November 1, 1888. 


In his political sentiment Mr. Strong was a | 


Democrat, and in an early day took an active part 


in the affairs of Southport, being a member of the | 


Village Council, and its last President. He took 
an active part in securing a city charter and in 
changing the name to Kenosha. Socially, he was 
a member of the Odd Fellow’s fraternity and has 
the distinction of having helped to organize the 
first lodge in Wisconsin, 

In Southport,September 22,1849,Mr. Strong mar- 


| 
1 


| 
I 
I 
| 


N 
I ® 


old, and William Woleott. 
1843, he arrived at Southport and for atimeclerked | 
| ing— Mary A. Blish, of Kenosha. 


in what is now the State of Wisconsin. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Strong were born two chil- 
dren—Gustavus D., who died when about a year 
By her first marriage 
Mrs. Strong had a family of whom but one is liv- 
On the 20th of 
October, 1874, Mrs. Strong passed away. She was 
a consistent member of the Episcopal Church, of 
which Mr. Strong was Vestryman at the time of 
erecting the new house of worship in Kenosha. 


ERASE 


(go H. KRONCKE VON AHN is the 


J owner of a fine farm of two hundred and 
XA sixty-five acres on sections 25 and 36, Ran- 
dall Township, and is regarded as one of the lead- 
ing agriculturists of the community. He was born 


in Hanover, Germany, February 5, 1837, on his 


ried Mrs. Adeline Blish,who was born in Green Bay, | 


Wis., August 2, 1823, a daughter of the Hon. Rob- 
ert and Hannah (Rees) Irwin. 
December 24, 1797. 
one of two thousand: troops who offered their ser- 
vices to the President of the United States, which 
were accepted. He was also among the number 
that volunteered to cross Niagara River, and was 


Mr. Irwin was born | 
In the War of 1812 he was 


father's estate of Achthoefen in Osten, and is a son 
of Claus and Dora (Drewes) Kroncke Von Ahn, 
who were married in Hanover, Germany, in the 
village of Osten, December 17, 1833. The father 
was a real-estate dealer and in 1871 came to Ken- 


| osha County, where he lived a retired life until 
| called to his final home on the 2d of September, 


| died December 17, 1884. 


already in the boat when orders were received to | 


return. In 1816 he removed to Detroit, Mich., and 


the following year to Green Bay, Wis., where he 


engaged in the fur trade. He wasn member of the 


Michigan. 
In 1831, being in Washington, D. C., our subject 


was selected by the Secretary of War to aid in the | 


negotiation about te be commenced by Gov. Por- 
ter for adjusting difficuities between the Menom- 
inee and the New York Indians. Two years later 
he received an appointment under the Indian De- 
partment at Ft. Winnebago. Proceeding thither 
he assumed the duties of office July 1, 1833, and 
eight days later died of disease from which he had 
been suffering. 


1883. His wife survived him about a year and 
Their remains now rest 
in the Salem Cemetery where a monument has 
been erected to their memory. They were both 


members of the Lutheran Church and in political 


| sentiment Mr. Kroncke Von Ahn was a Democrat. 
first four Legislative Councils of the Territory, be- | 
ing chosen to represent the northern counties of ! 


His daughter Mary, now Mrs. | 


| Kingdom of Hanover. 


Claus Kroncke Von Ahn was born September 3, 
1808, on his father’s estate at Altendorf in the later 
His classic education was 
received in the Latin school at Osten, Hanover. 
When the great days of 1848 came on he was in 
the prime of life and he stood immediately in the 
girt of the Revolution. He was elected to the 
People’s Assembly to make a new constitution for 
Hanover; later he was a candidate for the Parlia- 
ment at Frankfort, but when the reaction came so 
quickly, forced by bayonets on the people, and 
freedom had been only a dream, then he withdrew 
from all politics and was nearly broken forfuture 
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life. He was a real man of 1848, Their family 
numbered five children, as follows: Adelaide, wife 
of Julius Haverkampf, of New York City; George, 
of this sketch; Julia, wife of C. J. Gorgenson, an 
artist of Milwaukee; Clements, a resident farmer 
of Kenosha County, and Matilda, wife of A. 
Schultz, a painter and artist. 

The subject of this sketch spent the days of his 
boyhood and youth in his native land and re- 
ceived an academic education in the State of Han- 
over and after attaining his majority led to the 
marriage altar Wilhelmina A. Grothmann, the wed- 
ding ceremony being performed on the 24th of 
January, 1862. The lady was born March 1,1841, 
and isa daughter of Jacob and Metta Grothmann, 
the former of whom was born March 1, 1797, on 
his father’s estate, Klinten, in the land of Kedingen 
in the Kingdom of Hanover. He attended a good 
school. When he married in 1826 he bought the 
estate Schinkel near Hamelworden, where his eight 
children were born. Later he bought three more 
valuable estates, all in the land of Kedingen near 
the mouth of the Elbe and Oste. The four estates 
he gave to his four sons, besides the real estate he 
left considerable personal property for his four 
daughters. He was elected a member of the House 
of Commons of Hanover in 1852, and again elected 


held in his long life many positions of honor in 
his town and district. He died at Alworden, his 
estate, eighty years old, esteemed of all who knew 
him. 

Mr. and Mrs. Kroncke Von Ahn began their do- 
mestic life in the Fatherland and there resided for 
ten years, when in 1872 they crossed the broad 
Atlantic to America as passengers on the steamer, 
„Silesia which after a voyage of thirteen days 
dropped anchor in the harbor of New York on the 
3d of July. Mr. Kroncke Von Ahn at once began 
seeking fora location and after a year of travel in 
which he visited many portions of this country he 
finally took up his residence in Kenosha County, 
Wis. He purchased a farm of one hundred and 
sixty-five acres, and with charr.cteristic energy be 
gan its further improvement. Since that time he 
has also extended the boundaries of his farm until | 
it now comprises two hundred and sixty-five acres | 


in 1858. He was in politics a Conservative, and 
| 
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which yields to him a golden tribute in return for 
the care and labor he bestows upon it. It is re- 
garded as one of the finest farms in the commun- 
ity, being substantially improved with good build- 
ings and having all the accessories of a model farm 
of the nineteenth century. 

Four children graced the union of Mr. and. Mrs. 
Kroncke Von Ahn, two sons and two daughters, 
but the eldest, Metta, is now deceased; George H. 
is a law student of Madison, Wis., and intends to 
make the legal profession his life work; Jacob and 
Annie, the two younger children, are at home. 

In political affairs Mr. Kroncke Von Ahn takes 
a very active interest and is an influential and 
prominent member of the Democratic party. In 
its conventions his counsels are much sought and 
he was once nominated for the position of State 
Representative, but owing to the large Republican 
majority was not elected. For nine years he has 
been 2 member of the School Board, for fifteen 
years has been Justice of the Peace,which position 
he yet filis and is also Notary Public at this writ- 
ing. The idea of political liberty was one of the 
greatest inducements to Mr. Kroncke Von Ahn in 
coming to America, where he now enjoys freedom 
of speech and thought. He is true to every duty 
of citizenship and has the confidence and esteem 
of his fellow-townsmen in a high degree. Heand 
his wife are members of the Lutheran Church and 
few people in the community are more widely or 
favorably known. 


S 


JF) OBERT B. McPHERSON, an honored vet- 
eran of the late war who now resides on 
section 27, Raymond Township, Racine 
County, is of Scottish birth. He was born 

on the Ist of April, 1842, in Caithness, Scotland, 

and is one of nine children, whose parents were 

Alexander and Helen (Steven) McPherson. His 

father was born in 1806, in thesame locality where 

our subject first opened his eyes to the light of day 
and in his youth he learned the weaver’s trade. 

He also was a fisher and engaged in farming. The 

year 1843 witnessed his emigration to America. 


Bidding good-by to friends and native land he 
sailed with his family for the New World and after 
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a voyage of six weeks landed in New York City. | 


He came on at once to Racine County, Wis., and 
settled on a farm where he still resides, purchasing 
forty acres from his brother, Dan, who had alread y 
located here. Alexander McPherson now resides 
with his son, Robert, who has charge of the farm. 
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every other consideration. In September, 1861, 
he joined Company K, Eighth Wisconsin Infantry, 
the famous “Eagle Regiment,’’ which was organ- 
ized in Madison. The troops were sent to Missouri 
to guard the Iron Mountain Railroad, later were 


| ordered to Cairo and on the 21st of October met 


His wife died in March, 1877, at the age of seventy- | 


one years. Widely known, he is held in high 
regard by his many friends and acquaintances. 
For twenty consecutive years he has held the office 
of Justice of the Peace, has been Township Treas- 
urer and a member cf the Board of Supervisors. 
For a long period he has also served as Deacon in 
the Congregational Church, of which he is a faith- 
ful and consistent member. In politics he was a 
Whig in early life but since the formation of the 
party has been a stanch Republican. 

Unto Mr. and Mra. McPherson were born the 
following children—John who served for three 
years in the First Wisconsin Cavalry and was Sec- 
ond Lieutenant at the time of his discharge, is now 
an architect and real estate-dealer of Kansas; Janet 


died in 1864; Thomas isa carpenter of Michigan; | 


Jane is the wife of Richard Callender of Racine; 


Robert is the next younger; W. D., who served for | 


four years in Company K, Eighth Wisconsin In- 


fantry in Hancock’s Corps and was First Sergeant, | 


is now residing in Racine; Stephen is a carpenter 
of Sioux City, Iowa; Elizabeth is the wife of John 
Biocksidge, in Le Grande, Ore.;and Eugene is also 
engaged in business in Sioux City as a carpenter. 
The children were all reared on the home farm in 
Raymond Township and have become useful men 
and women, respected members of society in the 
various communities where they reside. 

Almost the entire life of our subject has been 
passed upon the farm which is yet his home for he 
was a babe of a year when brought by his parents 
to Racine County. His boyhood days were spent 
in the usual manner of farmer lads, attending 
the public schools during the winter season and 
working and playing in the summer months. It 
was not long after the Civil War broke out that 
his desire to enlistand aid his country in her strug- 
gle to preserve the Union became paramount to 


the enemy in battle at Frederickstown. At Sul. 
pher Springs, Mo., Mr. McPherson was taken sick 
and remained in the hospital until the following 
March, when he received his discharge and returned 
home. For a year he remained ill and then began 
work on a railroad in Missouri where he was em- 
ployed for about twelve months. At the expira- 
tion of that time he re-enlisted August 18, 1864, 
joining his old company and regiment, which was 
then attached to the Sixteenth Army Corps. He 
went South in time to participate in the battle of 
Nashville on the 15th and 16th of December. The 
troops were under fire for seven hours and then 
took part in the charge across a muddy corn field 
where the shoes of the soldiers were often pulled 
off by the tenacious soil. But on they went, met 
the enemy and the victory wastheirs. Proceeding 
to Mobile they took part in the siege and capture 
of Spanish Fort, then went to Uniontown, Ala., 
where the Eight Regiment remained until dis- 
charged from the service August 15, 1865. Mr. 
McPherson was never wounded or taken prisoner 
and with the exception of the time when sick was 


| always found at his post of duty, faithfully per- 


| engaged chiefly in farming. 


forming the task allotted to him. 

When the war was over our subject returned to 
Racine County where he has resided almost contin- 
ously since. For some time he followed the trade 
of carpentering but for the past thirteen years has 
In 1873, in Ray- 
mond Township, he married Miss Jane Hunter», 
daughter of William Hunter. She isa native of 
this county, having been born in Yorkville Town- 
ship and is of Scotch descent. Mr. and Mrs. McPher- 
son are now parents of two children—Edna and 
Ross. 

In 1864 Mr. McPherson cast his first Presidental 
vote for Lincoln and has since been a stalwart Re- 
publican, warmly advocating the principles of that 
party. He often attends its conventions where he 
is well known and where his opinions are received 


— 


with 1 For three years — served as a 
member of the Township Board of Supervisors, for 
asimilar period was Assessor and has been Town- 
ship Treasurer. During the time of the war he 
was a member of the Union League but at present 
is connected with no civic societies. He made an 
honorable war record, has proved an efficient and 
faithful public officer and is a valued citizen of the 
community. 


RS. LORUHAMA JOHNSON resides at 
| her pleasant home on section 26, Yorkville 
Township, Racine County, within three 

miles of Union Grove, and is numbered 
among the early settlers of the community, having 
made her home in this township since 1845. A 
native of the Empire State she was born in Alban y 
County, N. Y., February 19, 1819, and was the sec- 
ond in a family of thirteen children, numbering 
six sons and seven daughters, of whom ten are yet 
living. Rosilla, the eldest, is the wife of William 
Peasly, a carriage and artistic painter of Orleans 
County, N. Y.; Mrs. Johnson is next in the order 
of birth;James M., who is married, resides on a farm 
in Orleans County, N. Y.; Susan is the wife of 
Thomas Thompson, an agriculturist of Iowa; Jane 
is the wife of Conrad Simmons, a carpenter and 
joiner; Harriet is the wife of George Clute, a 
wealthy citizen and landlord of Rochester, N. Y.; 
Emily is the widow of Jerry Daggart who was a suc- 
cessful farmer of the Empire State, where she makes 
her home; Edward, who is married, is a hardware 
merchant of Rochester, N. Y.; Warren is married 
and lives on the old homestead of Orleans County, 
N. Y.; and Lucy is the wife of James Wolfenden, a 
general merchant of Stratton, Neb. 

Benjamin Vincent, the father of this family, was 
born in Albany County, N. Y., in 1797, and died 
in 1888, at the advanced age of ninety-one years. 
He was a sclf-made man and a gentleman of 
the highest standing both in business and social 
circles. 
but he applied himself diligently to his studies and 
largely through his own efforts acquired a practical 
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His educational advantages were limited | left for their reservation beyond the Mississippi. 


enn which mido Mei a — business 
man. He married Miss Sallie Wilcox, a native 
of. New York, belonging to one of the old and 
respected families of Rhode Island. In ber youth 
she learned how to spin and wenve and from the 
wool just off the sheep’s back could make a finished 
cloth, Mr. and Mrs. Vincent removed to the 
western part of New York, settling near Rochester 
when that portion of the country was all wild and 
unimproved. Their united labors won for them a 
competence and they were well-to-do at the time 
of their deaths. In his political sentiment, Mr. 
Vincent was a Democrat and a warm supporter of 
the party principles. Both he and his wife spent 
their last days in Orleans County, N. Y.,and were 
buried in the cemetery near their old home. 

As a farmer’s daughter, Loruhama Vincent was 
reared and in the common schools acquired her 
education. At an early age she showed particular 
aptitude for her studies and became fitted for 
teaching although she never followed her profes- 
sion. At the age of sixteen, on the 16th of Jan- 
uary, 1856, she was married, becoming the wife of 
William Simmons, who was born in the town of 
Hudson on the Hudson River, in New York. Mr. 
Simmons was owner of a large vessel and did an 
extensive business as a stone shipper. With saga- 
city and far sightedness he combined thrift and 
good management and ın his dealings he met with 
excellent success. He wasa man of considerable 
importance in the communıty where he resided 
and easily won the respect and confidence of those 
with whom he came in contract. In 1845, accom- 
panied by his wifehe emigrated to Racine County, 
Wis., and entered a claim of one hundred and sixty 
acres from the Government, upon which not a fur- 
row had been turned oran improvement made. This 
was before Wisconsin was organized as a 
State. They had left a pleasant and comfortable 
home in the East between which and their 
pioneer home there was a marked contrast. They 
here had to undergo many difliculties, together 
with some hardships and frequent visitors to the 
neighborhood were the red men who had not yet 


The markets were long distances away and as they 
could obtain flour only at great expense, they lived 
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on n tread stuffs mado of corn ver rye. hs the, years 
passed along however, their financial condition 
improved and many comforts were added to their 
home. The death of Mr. Simmons occurred in 
1860 and lie was laid to rest in Union Grove 
Cemetery, where has since been erected a beauti- 
ful monument. 

On the 14th of November, 1862, Mrs. Simmons 
became the wife of John Johnson, a native of 
England. They now reside upon her farm in York- 
ville Township,which comprises one hundred and 
sixty acres of land that Mr. Johnson has placed un- 
der a high state of cultivation, its well tilled fieids 
yielding a golden tribute for the labor bestowed 
upon it. Their home is one where hospitality and 
good will seem to pervade the very atmosphere 
and their friends are many. Mr. 


Johnson is a 


stalwart Republican in political sentiment, a valued | 


citizen and a thrifty and honest farmer. Mrs. 
Johnson has for forty-six years lived at her pre- 
sent home, and has witnessed its growth and de- 
velopment from the days when Wisconsin was yet 
a territory. She possesses a benevolent and 
kindly disposition, has given liberally of her 
means to aid in charitable interests and her many 
excellencies of character have won 
friends. 


hes many 


of a fine farm of three hundred and fifty- 
six acres on section 33, Yorkville Town- 
ship, and is numbered among the most 


prominent citizens and extensive farmers of 
Racine County, where he has resided for many 
years. He is a native of Westchester County, 
N. Y., born June 11, 1838, and the youngest living 
child of James and Jane (Entisel) Bolton. They had 
quite a large family but only four are now living 
—John, who is married and resides in Patterson, 
N. J., was formerly a contractor but is now super- 
intendent of a printing establishment, and is also 
interested in the manufacture of silk; Mary is the 
wife of William Wherry, and resides in Alleghany 


Deny, N. Y.; Jawi is 88 of an extensive 
market in Racine, and is a highly successful busi- 
ness man, residing with his family in this city. 
The mother of this family died when our sub- 
ject was only about four and a half years old, 
leaving the father with five small children. Abra- 
ham Bolton was then adopted by a Mr. Robert 
Hayes, with the understanding that he was not to 
be taken from the State of New York until he 
attained his majority. He also took his foster 
father’s name. He was reared in the County of 
Westchester, N. Y., until eight years of age, when 
his adopted parents, contrary to their expectations 
at the time of his adoption, decided to try their 
fortunes in the West. His own father hearing a 
rumor to this effect, went to New York and a 
meeting was held between the two gentlemen in 
an attorney's office, where the question was put to 
the boy whether he would rather remain in New 
York with his father, or go West with Mr. Hayes. 
He gave his decision in favor of the latter, and 
with the Hayes family at length came to Wiscon- 
sin. The scenes of his pioneer life in this region 
are yet very plain in his memory. The trip to 
Racine County was made in the spring of 1846 by 
way of the Erie Canal and the Great Lakes, and on 
their arrival Mr. Hayes purchased a forty-acre 
claim entirely unimproved, and with no habitation 
upon it. The Indians had just left this part of 
the country and the experiences of frontier life 
formed the history of the family during the 
first years of their settlement here. Their home was 
a primitive log cabin, wheat was their principal 
crop and this was hauled over very poor roads to 
Racine, their nearest market at the time. Between 
the ages of eight and twenty-one years, A. B. 
Hayes remained on the old farm in Yorkville 
Township. When he was nineteen years of age, 
his adopted father purchased eighty acres of land, 
a part of his present farm, making a payment of 
$350 thereon. He informed our subject that he 
had intended the farm for him, and would give 
hima deed,butin the year 1860, a very large crop 
of grain was harvested, sufficient in fact to pay off 
the indebtedness. So profitable was this year’s 
crop, that Mr. Hayes repented that he had prom- 
ised a deed, and at length gave it reluctantly, 
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retaining the crop for himself and giving Abraham 
the land with an incumbrance of $1,500 on it, 
which was in truth all the land was worth. 

About this time A. B. Hayes was united in 
marriage with Miss Dorothy Yates, the wedding 
taking place January 1, 1861. The lady was born 
in Manchester, Lancastershire, England, December 
4, 1842, and when six months old was brought to 
America by her parents who first located near the 
city: of Montreal, Canada. Afterwards they 
returned to England, but again came to this 
country, locating in Kenosha County, Wis., in 1843, 
before the State was admitted to the Union. 
James Yates, the father, died in 1556, at the age 
of three-score years and ten. He was reared as a 
gentieman’s son in England, his father belonging 
to the nobility, and was liberally educated. He 
became a member of the Wesleyan Methodist 
Church, and was first a Whig in politics but 
afterwards was a stanch Republican. His wife, 
whose maiden name was Elizabeth Conway, was 
also a native of England and died at the age of 
seventy-three years. She too belonged to the 
Methodist Church. Both parents were interred in 
Racine Cemetery. The girlhood days of Mrs. Hayes 
were mostly spent in Kenosha and Racine Counties, 
and she was educated in the common schools. 
Nine children, four sons and five daughters, were 
born to our subject and his wife, seven of whom 
are yet living. James B., is street-car conductor 
in Milwaukee; Louisa, wife of William Bixby, a 
merchant of Union Grove, by whom she has a 
little son, Earl; William B., a farmer of Yorkville 
Township; Elizabeth B., who has obtained a musi- 
eal education and resides at home; Charlie B., also 
at home; Robert B., who is interested in the train- 
ing of fine horses, resides at home, and Ida, com- 
pletes the family. Martha J., who was the eldest, 
married August Freitag, aud died at: Long 
Prairie, Minn., bearing a son, Abraham, who is 
being raised and educated by Mr. Hayes. 

Mr. Hayes and his wife began their domestic 
life upon the farm which is still their home, in very 
limited circumstances, but the industry, enterprise 
and good management of the husband, combined 
with the economical. and well directed eftorts of 
the wife, have made them among the prosperous 
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citizens of the community. Their farm comprises 
356 acres of well improved land, supplied with 
good outbuildings and a neat and commodious 
residence, all of which give evidence of the thrift 
and prosperity of the owner. In connection with 
general farming, Mr. Hayes has engaged in the 
dairy business and has carried on stock-raising 
quite extensively. He has done not a little to 
improve the grades of his horses, cattle, sheep and 
hogs; has made a specialty of Holstein cattle and 
has on hand some fine roadsters. He has estab- 
lished a reputation for business sagacity and fair 
dealing, and his undertakings have been crowned 
with a well merited success. He is now serving 
his eighth year as Superintendent of the Poor of 
the middle district of Racine County, and his 
management of the poor farm reflects credit 
upon himself and his constituents. 

For sixteen successive years, Mr. Hayes has also 
been Secretary of the Yorkville and Mt. Pleasant 
Fire Insurance Company, which position he still 
holds. This company isa highly prosperous one 
and the amount of insurance in policies at the 
present time is 51,135,026. The membership fee is 
twelve shillings with an addition of one mill to 
each dollar on the amount of property insured for 
a term of five years, subject to assessments in case 
this amount fails to meet all losses. At the expir- 
ation of that period twelve shillings is again paid, 
also the six per cent. The success of this company 
is almost phenomenal. The greater number of 
farmers in both townships have taken advantage 
of this excellent, safe and cheap system of insur- 
ance. Mr. Hayes has been Secretary and has done 
almost the entire business of the company for the 
past fourteen years. The company was organized 
June 17, 1874, and commenced business on the 
30th of the same month. Its Directors are O. J. 
Evans, II. J. Herzog, John T. Lee, Orlando Secor 
and Albert Fancher, of Mt. Pleasant Township, 
and J. F. Moyle, H. C. Williams, A. B. Hayes and 
Irvin Thomas, of Yorkville Township. From the 
Board of Directors are chosen the officers, who at 
present are H. J. Herzog, President; A. B. Hayes, 
Secretary; and J. F. Moyle, Treasurer. 

On attaining his majority, Mr. Hayes first sup- 
ported the Republican party, but for twenty years 


has been Independent, voting for men of principles 
regardless of party affiliations. He has been dele- 
gate to county and State conventions. He has 
been honored with a number of local offices, was 
connected with the public schools of his district 
for many years, both as ‘Treasurer and Clerk of 
the Board, and at the age of twenty-five was 
elected Supervisor, serving as Chairman of the 
Town Board for twelve consecutive years. He 
was an Independent candidate and the fact of his 
election was evidence of his popularity and the 
warm personal regard in which heis held. He was 
twice Assessor of the town of Yorkville, and was 
Chairman of the Board of Supervisors of Racine 
County for 1891. At the meeting of the Racine 
and Kenosha Agricultural Society he was elected 
Secretary for 1892. Socially he is a member of 
Corinthian Lodge, No. 156, A. F. & A. M. at 
Union Grove. By his fellow-townsmen Mr. Hayes 
is held in the highest regard as a man of sterling 
woith and principles, and is accounted one of the 
leading agriculturists of the community. His pub- 
lic and private life are alike above reproach, and 
all with whom business or social relations bring 
him in contact hold him in high esteem. 


ANUFACTURERS’ NATIONAL BANK 

OF RACINE. This bank was established 

` in March 1871, by about seventy-five of 

the leading merchants, manufacturers and 
business men of Racine. Hon. Jerome I. Case, 
the most successful manufacturer of threshing 
machines in the United States, was elected Presi- 
dent; Henry J. Ullmann, President of the Bank 
of Raeine, (the oldest bank in the city), was 
elected Vice-President, and Byron B. Northrop, 
of the Bank of B. B. - Northrop & Company, 
established in 1859, was elected Cashier. Mr. 
Ullmann lost his life in the great Chicago fire 
of October, 1871, and Mr. E. J. Hueffner was soon 
after elected to fill the vacancy. 
the bank have been annually re-elected, thus con- 
tinuing the bank under the same management, 
until the death of Mr. Case, December 22, 1891, 


The otħcers of | 
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when in January, 1892, Hon. M. B. Erskine was 
elected President to fill’ that vacancy. The 
management of the bank has always been noted 
as strong and conservative, and also as disposed to 
foster every deserving enterprise, not involving 
hazardous risks. The directors rightly regard 
themselves as trustees of the stockholders, and de- 
positors of the bank, and therefore give personal 
attention to all important matters connected with 
its management. They thus share with the offi- 
cers, the responsibility of conducting its «fairs. 
It is to this care and supervision, and to this 
divided vesponsibility that we attribute the fact 
that the bank has met with only trivial losses, and 
has never omitted a semi-annual] dividend. The 
stock of this bank is mostly owned in Racine, and 
its earnings therefore are distributed to the advan- 
tage of the city. The bank recently enlarged its 
main vault,and put within it a Corliss Burglar 
Proof Safe, weighing seven and one-half tons, and 
costing $4,500. This gives the bank the strongest 
security it is possible to have. Asthe bank keeps 
on hand some $200,000 cash means, the directors 
thought it desirable to have the strongest safe yet 
invented and made. The bank owns its banking 
office and building on the corner of Main and 
Fifth Streets, opposite the postoffice. It is a three- 
story brick building, and with its recent improve- 
ments has been made one of the finest in Racine. 
The interior is fitted up for the convenience of 
customers and the rapid transaction of business. 
The clients of the bank can always treat them- 
selves to artesian water from the First Ward well 
twelve hundred feet deep, which is constantly 
flowing cool, fresh and pure from a marble fountain 
upon the south wall, and proves a great satisfac- 
tion and comfort. The total assets of the bank 
are nearly $1,500,000. Its exchanges run into the 
millions every year, and the bank stands as a con- 
servative, progressive force in the community. 
The bank started with $100,000 capital, which by 
reason of increased business was made $150,000 in 
1873, and in 1875 still further increased to $250,- 
000, at which it still remains. It seeks only the 
accounts of solvent business men, doing a legiti- 
mate business, and not engaged in speculation or 
hazardous ventures. It is therefore regarded as a 
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credit to anyone to have an account in , this hank. 
Correspondents of the bank are the First National 
Bank, Chicago, III.; National Bank of Illinois, 
Chicago; Milwaukee National Bank, Milwaukee, 
Wis,; First National Bank, Milwaukee; Wisconsin 
Marine and Fire Insurance Company Bank, Mil- 
waukee; National Park Bank, New York City; 
Knauth, Nachod & Kuehne, Foreign Bankers, New 
York City. The bank draws Inland Exchange 
available in all parts of the United States, and 
Foreign Exchange available in all parts of the Old 
World. The following is its last statement: 
Semi-annual report of the Manufacturers’ National 
Bank, Racine, Wis., Friday, January Ist, 1892, 
after charging to profit and loss account, ex- 
penses, taxes and discounted paper in liquidation 
and providing for dividends. 


RESOURCES. 
Loans and Bills Discount)... 1.910 31 
DNI A Are r 12,106 53 
United States Bonds of Washington to secure Circula- 
ae ELE LTE ERC PT ae ee 50,000 00 
Banking House, 440 Main Street. 10,000 00 
Railway, Town and School Bonds. 64,000 00 
Due from United States Treasurer, 5 per cent. Re- 
rere ee 2,250 00 
Due from National and State Banks.......... $326,897 OR 
(mah on hand ln Var... .smm.csomorsrrmsos. 161,396 23 
488,203 31 


91,479,590 15 


{ Capita Stock. A seses 


$20,000 06 
Papa Fund, 40 per cent of Capital. 
Undi 


100,000 00 


VISOS PLOMO, 202 6 coe 008 0 0d 6.8 0 Sic c cnet ewe tenga dbet cave 50.45 82 
Dividend No, 41, payable the Mth inst.................. 12,500 v0 
een y Notes outstanding 45,000 00 
Individual Deposits. ............ $500,081 19 
Demand Certificates of Deposit . 517,616 09 
Due Banks and Bankers 3,106 05 

——— 1,020,753 33 
81 478,599 15 
Eowarp B. KiıLBOURN, Paying and Receiving Teller. 
Grorok Saewes, Accountant, Genera! Ledger. 
H. Epwix Evans, Accountant, Deposit Ledger. 
Epwarp W. Rapps, Assistant Accountant. 
Wa. L. Bouton, Assistant Correspondent. 
Grond N. Case, Assistant Accountant. 
Directors MANUFACTURERS’ NATIONAL Bank or 


Racine, Wis., 1892. 


President Racine Woolen Mill. 

| President Chicago Rubber Clothing Co. 

4 Viee-Pres. Racine Hotel Co. 

[e L. S. & A J. Blake, Manufacturers of the 
celebrated Champion Fanning Mills. 


Lucius B. BLASE 


( Pres. of J. I. Case Threshing Machine Co. 
Pres. Milwaukee Harvester Co. 
Pres. Bank of Burlington. 


{ Mayor of Racine 
Pres. J. I. Case Plow Works. 
( Manager “Hickory Grove Stock Farm.” 


Srerues BULL 


Jackson I. Case 
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Pres, Manufacturers’ Nat'l Bank, Racine, Wis. 
Pres. First Nat'l Bank of Fargo, N. D. 

Pres. Racine Wagon and Carriage Co. 

Pres. Racine Hotel Co. 

Vice-Pres. J. I. Case Threshing Machine Co. 


(Mee. res. Manufacturers’ Nat’) Bank, Racine. 
< Wholesale Hide and Leather Merchant. 
Ex-Mayor of Racine. 


y Pres. First Nat'l Bank of St. Ignace, Mich. 
< Treas. Fish Bros. Wagon Co. 
Director Racine Hotel Co. 


M. B ERSKINE | 
t 


E. J. Husrener 


Oris W. JOHNSON 


( Attorney and Counselor at Law. 

| Treas. ylor Orphan Asylum. 

\ Treas. J. I. Case Threshing Machine Co. 
| Trustee R. H. Baker Estate. 


$ Of J. Miller & Co., Manuf rs of Boots & Shoes. 
Pres, Racine Knitting Co. 
) Ex-Mayor of Racine. 


( Cashier Manufacturers’ Nat’! Bank, Racine. 
j Pres. rd of Education of Rac ine, 

Of the late Bank of B. B. 
| tablished A. D., 1859. 


CHARLES H. LEE 
Josern MILLER 


B. B. NORTHROP Northrop & Co.es- 
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AMES H. DABBS owns and operates a fine 

farm of two hundred and sixteen acres situ- 
o) ated on section 22, Pleasant Prairie Town- 

N ship, Kenosha County. Itis a part of the 
old homestead which was located by his father in 
1850, and is a rich and fertile tract of land which 
pays a golden tribute to the care and cultivation 
of the owner. The farm is substantially im- 
proved with good buildings, which are surrounded 
by well-tilled fields, and a large orchard of select 
fruits yields its tribute to his table in season. All 
of the accessories of a model farm are there to be 
found, and the owner is classed among the lead- 
ing agriculturists of the community. 

Mr. Dabbs has the honor of being a native 
citizen of Kenosha County, for he was born in the 
town of Pleasant Prairie, August 16, 1862. His 
father, Charles Dabbs, was born in Somersetshire, 
England, in 1821,and was a self-educated and self- 
made man financially. In 1840, in the city of 
Wells, he married Ann Gould, also a native of 
Somersetsbire, and for ‘some years he was mail 
carrier for the Queen. In 1850 he crossed the 
briny deep to New York, proceeded up the Hud- 
son River Albany, by canal to Buffalo, and thence 
by the lakes to Milwaukee, where he arrived on 
the 3d of July, of that year. Ile soon made a 
settlement in Pleasant Prairie Township, Ke- 
nosha County. His means were exhausted in 
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caging the expenses of the trip, aad tor: a time 
he worked at anything whereby he might earn an 
honest dollar and provide for the support of his 
family, In those early days there were many 
privations and hardships to be borne, and it was 
no easy task to develop a new farm. For several 
years Mr. Dabbs had to rent land, but in the course 
of time saved a sufficient sum and purchased a 
farm, upon which his widow and our subject yet 
reside. It continued to be his home until. his 
death, which occurred September 19, 1880. Mr. 
Dabbs was a man who took an active interest in 
all that pertained to the welfare of the community 
and was a hearty supporter of public schools and 
the cause of education. With his means he was 
liberal and gave liberally for charitable and 
benevolent purposes. A man of unblemished 
character and sterling worth, he well merited the 
high regard in which he was held by his fellow- 
townsmen. Ann (Gould) Dabbs died Christmas 
morning, December 25, 1891, a devoted mother 
and highly respected by all that knew her. 

In their family were the following children 
whose sketch 
Libbie, the wife of Joseph 


—Angeline, wife of John Lucas, 
appears elsewhere; 
Crow, a resident farmer of Kenosha County; 


Sarah, a successful teacher of Chicago; 
wife of William Stanley, who is represented 
elsewhere in this work; William, a farmer of 
Pleasant Prairie Township; Anna, wife of N. E. 
Thornley, an agriculturist of the same township; 
James H., of this sketch; and Flora, wife of 
George White, also a farmer of Pleasant Prairie 
Township. 

We now take up the personal history of our 
subject, who spent the days of his boyhood and 
youth in the usual manner of farmer lads, and 
conned his lessons in the public schools. After 
his father’s death he took charge of the farming 
business, and he and his brother bought out the 
interests of the other heirs in the estate. Both 
have since added to their possessions by subse- 
quent purchases. As a companion and helpmate 
on life’s journey, Mr. Dabbs chose Miss Louisa 
Gulick, their wedding being celebrated in the 
town of Paris, October 3, 1889. The lady has 
spent her entire life in this, her native county 


Mary, 


She is a n ot c. M. ond Maty hna Gulick, 
the former a native of New York and the latter 
of Pennsylvania. They are numbered among the 
early settlers of Kenosha County, where Mr. Gu- 
lick arrived in 1838. Some time afterward he 
wedded Mary Ann Magill,who, with her father, had 
come to Wisconsin in her maidenhood. Mr. Gulick 
purchased a claim at the land sale and settled in 
Paris Township, where he transformed the un- 
cultivated tract into a rich and fertile farm, upon 
which he resided until his death in 1885. His 
wife passed away in the fall of 1880. They were 
well-known citizens of this community and were 
highly respected people. They reared a family of 
three children—Florence, now the wife of Daniel 
Brister, a blacksmith of Kenosha; Louisa, wife of 
our subject; and Arthur, who is now a student in 
Oberlin College, of Ohio, from which institution 


he will graduate this year-—1892. 


Mr. Dabbs exercises his right of franchise in 
favor of the Republican party and keeps himself 
well informed on the issues of the day, but has 
never been a politician in the sense of office-seek- 
ing. Ile is a public-spirited and progressive citi- 
zen, who is favorably known toa wide circle of 
acquaintances in Kenosha County, for he possesses 
those characteristics which everywhere command 
respect. He and his estimable wife rank high in 
social circles, The lady is a member of the Con- 
gregational Church. They have but one child, 
Arthur Gould. 


> TO BEER > 
~ —— — — 
— = 


K ILLIAM A. BROWNE, foreman of the 
W painting department of Fish Brothers 

Wagon Company of Racine, has been con- 
nected with that establishment under its different 
proprietors for twenty-two years. He was born in 
London, England, on the 31st of December, 1847, 
and is a son of James R. and Emma (Adamthwaite) 
Browne, who were also natives of England, and 
are represented elsewhere in this work. The subject 
of this sketch was brought by his parents to Amer- 
ica in 1849, when a child of two years. The family 
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came direct to Wisconsin and located at Southport, 
now Kenosha, from whence they removed in 1850, 
to Elkhorn, Walworth County of the same State. 
His parents remained in Elkhorn until 1853, and 
then came to Racine. 

William A. Browne was educated in the public 
schools of this city and in 1861 returned to Elk- 
horn. He began to learn the painter’s trade in 
Delavan in the shops of Sturdevant & Isham and 
worked with them until August, 1863, when, in 
his sixteenth year, he enlisted for the late war as 
a member of Company G, Third Regiment Volun- 
teer Infantry and served until the close of 
hostilities. He participated in the siege of Atlanta 
and the battles of that campaign, including Sher- 
man’s memorable March to the Sea, and took part 
in the Grand Review of the army at Washington at 
the close of the war. He was mustered out with 
his regiment in June, 1865, and received his dis- 
charge on the 28th of that month. 

On his return from the war, Mr. Browne engaged 
with the Mitchell & Lewis Wagon Company at 
Racine, where he was employed as painter for one 
year. He then took a contract for painting in the 
shops of Fish Brothers and was engaged in that 
manner until 1880, when he was appointed fore- 
man painter for those shops. He held that position 
until 1884, when the company becoming involved 
in extensive litigation with J. I. Case, their bus- 
iness was badly crippled and work was only carried 
on in a limited way. He then accepted a situation 
in the paint shops of the Racine Wagon and Car- 
riage Company, where he was soon made foreman 
and where he was so employed until he accepted 
the foremanship of the present Fish Brothers 
Wagon Company, in 1887. Mr. Browne is an ex- 
pert workman, thoroughly skilled in his line and 
has always given the best of satisfaction, both as 
workman and foreman. The works where he is 
employed comprise one of the largest wagon and 
carriages factories in the country. His department 
is one of the important branches of the business 
and involves considerable responsibility. 

On the 7th of February, 1870, Mr. Browne was 
married in Elkhorn, Wis., to Miss Addie Elderkin, 
a daughter of Edward and Mary Elderkin. She 
was born in Elkhorn, where her parents were 


| pioneer settlers. Mr. and Mrs. Browne have had 


two children, but Mary, who was born in 1873, 
died in 1876. Robert Elderkin was born in Racine, 
May 10, 1876. 

In politics, Mr. Browne is an earnest Democrat, 
yet while he takes a warin interest in the success 
of his party he has never cared for public office. 
He is a prominent Mason and Odd Fellow, holding 
membership with McDonald Lodge, No. 137,1. O. 
O. F.; with Star Encampment, No. 4, of that order 
and has filled the chairs in both subordinate lodge 
and camp. He belongs to Bell City Lodge, No. 92, 
A. F. & A. M.; Orient Chapter, No. 12, R. A. M.; 
and Racine Commandery, No. 7, K. T., all of 
Racine. He has held various offices in the differ- 
ent Masonic bodies, has been High Priest of the 
Chapter, and is P. C. G. of the Commandery. Mr. 
Browne, his wife and son, are members of St. Luke’s 
Episcopal Church. In his social and business rela- 
tions he is known as a genial and affable gentleman 
of strict integrity and upright character and during 
his many years of residence in Racine and vicinity 
he has made hosts of friends among the best of 
his fellow citizens. 
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EV. CHARLES FESSLER, rector of St. Jo- 
4 seph's Catholic Church of Racine, was born 
on the 12th of October, 1851, in Oberhausen 
a suburb of Strausburg, in the Grand Duchy 
of Baden, Germany. His parents, George and 
Elizabeth Fessler, were also natives of Baden. In 
1857 while but.a child of six years he emigrated 
from Germany to America with his parents. The 
family came direct to Wisconsin, locating in Mani- 
towoc, where the father and mother spent the re- 
mainder of their lives, both being now deceased. 
Three of their sons became Catholic clergymen. 
Joseph, the eldest, is at present rector of the Cath- 
olic Church in the town of Sublimity, near Port- 
land, Ore.; George, the second son, was rector of 
St. Boniface. Church, in Manitowoc and died in 
1885. 

Charles, the subject of this sketch, is the young- 
est; he was educated in St. Francis Seminary, of 


South Milwaukee, and was there ordained on the 
12th of June, 1876, by Arch-Bishop Heiss, of La 
Crosse, now deceased. Father Fessler found his 
first field of labor asa clergyman in Manitowoc, 
where he spent one year as assistant to his brother, 
the rector of St. Boniface Church of that city. He 
was then assigned to a mission at Random Lake, 
Sheboygan County, where he remained two years, 
after which he returned to St. Francis Seminary to 
accept the position of instructor in German, Latin, 
and Natural Science of Pio Nono College. Later, 
in connection with his duties as Professor he was 
Procurator and Rector of Pio Nono College, the 
Catholic Normal School and the Deaf Mute Asy- 
lum of Milwaukee. His connection with St. Fran- 
cis Seminary as student, professor and rector cov- 
ered a period of eighteen years, during twelve of 
which he had the supervision of the moral and 
mental culture of several hundred young men. 
Many of his former pupils are now useful and 
prominent clergyman of the country. On the Ist 
of Novemoer, 1889, Father Fessler entered upon 
his duties as rector of St. Joseph’s Church in 
Racine, having the largest congregation of any 
Catholic Society in the city. His course has been 
such as to win for him the confidence and respect 
of all who know him and the warm friendship of 
his congregation. 

In connection with this brief sketch of the life 
of Father Fessler it may be of interest to the read- 
ers of this work to give a few words in relation to 
the origin and history of St. Joseph’s Church. The 
constituent members of the society were originally 
members of St. Mary’s Church. The homes of 
many of them being so distant from the old church 
and school, in 1870 they organized as a congrega- 
tion, bought lots and erected a wooden school 
building on the east side of North Erie, near Ke- 
wanee Street, where they opened and carried on a 
school. Later, they raised money and erected 
the large and elegant church structure, known as 
St. Joseph’s, which was completed and dedicated 
in 1875. The congregation having been regularly 
set off from St. Mary's, the Rev. J. A. Birkhaeuser 
was chosen as the lirst spiritual adviser in charge 
of school and church. An important addition was 
made to the church under the direction of Father 
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Foeckler in 1886. A fine pipe organ and chiming 
bells were also secured by him the same year, mak- 
ing the total cost of the church about $30,000. 
The first resident rector of St. Joseph’s Church was 
father Michael Beiteffrom St. George's Church 
of Kenosha and he was succeeded by Father Victor 
Hugo who served one year. In April, 1877, Fa- 
ther Anthony Foeckler became rector and contin- 
ued in charge until his death, which occurred No- 
vember 9, 1889, when the present rector, Father 
Charles Fessler was installed. The congregation 
comprises three hundred families composed of 
Germans, Dutch and Bohemians and the school 
furnishes instruction to two hundred and thirty 
children. The following named societies are an 
outgrowth of St. Joseph’s Church: St. Joseph's 
Society of one hundred members,which is a mutual 
benefit association; The Young Men’s Society 
known as the Sacred Heart and having sixty mem- 
bers; the Christian Mother’s Society, composed of 
married ladies and having a membership of one 
hundred and thirty. Recently St. Joseph’s Soci- 
ety purchased a house and lot adjoining the church 
for the purpose of erecting a hall for the young 
people and a home for the various societies. The 
church is in a prosperous and growing state and 
under the able management of its present rector is 
making rapid advancement. 
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) 34, Norway Township, has been identified 

with the history of Racine County for 

many long years. To its pioneers we owe a debt 
of gratitude which can never be repaid. They 
were the founders of the county and fitted it for 
settlement by others, thus bearing the hardest part 


My BANK OVERSON, who resides on section 
[A 

l YA 
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of the labor. Many were the privations which the 
early settlers endured and dangers oftentimes 
came to them. Our subject is numbered among 
this class, and it is with pleasure that we present 
this sketch to our readers. 

Mr. Overson was born in the State of Christi- 
ana, Norway, October 23, 1825, and his father, 
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Ole Overson, was also a native of that country. 
The father was a natural mechanic and could 
any kind of work in that line. He became a 


blacksmith, a molder, a carpenter and tinsmith, | 
He | 


and was an expert workman in each line. 
married Isabel Thompson, also a native of Norway, 
and emigrated to this country in 1842, going first 
to Havre, France, from whence they sailed to the 
United States, arriving in the fall of that year. 
Ten weeks later they reached Milwaukee, Wis., 
and Mr. Overson located about twelve miles from 
that city. In the spring he located in the town 
of Norway, Racine County, where he worked at 
his trade. As he was in very limited circumstan- 
ces his family had many privations and hardships 
to endure during the first few years, but he subse- 
quentlv became well-to-do. In 1844, he pre- 
empted the land which is now the home of our 
subject. On it was a ground cellar, in which a 
family had previously lived, but all had died. The 


do | 


| 
| 
| 
i 


| the fall of 1842. 
| after a short married life of a year. 
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| good education, and rey seventeen years of age 


came to this country. For a number of years he 
worked as a farm hand by the month and in this 
way aided his father in supporting the family. 
He remained at home until twenty-seven years of 
age, but in the meantime had accumulated some 
means and purchased a forty-acre tract of land in 
Norway Township. In Norway Township he mar- 
ried Inger Oleson, who was born in the same 
country as her husband, and came to Wisconsin in 
She was called to her final rest 
Mr. Overson 


| then gave up farming and rented his place for a 


people in the county suffered greatly from the pre- | 


vailing fever and ague and many could not sur- 
vive its attacks. The first year Mr. Overson built 
a log cabin and cleared a little land, putting in 
about a half acre of potatoes, the seed of which he 
and his wife had carried from near Union Grove, 
a distance of seven miles. The second year he 
also planted some corn and buckwheat, and as 
time passed their privations were lessened as their 
financial resources increased. The death of Mr. 
Overson oceurred about 1856, at the age of sixty- 
three years. 

In the family were five sons and two daughters, 
but the eldest brother, Henry, died in the fall of 
1842, and Emma died the following winter; 
Frank, the second in order of birth, is our subject; 
Betsey is the wife of Gulick Oleson, of Trempealeau 
County, Wis.; Thomas resides with his family in 
Dane County, where he follows merchandising; 
James and his family reside on a farm in Trem- 
pealeau County, Wis. He was a soldier of Com- 
pany C, Fifteenth Wisconsin Infantry during the 
late war and served until wounded at the battle of 
Chickamauga. Elizabeth is the wife of Christian 
Nelson; and Ole died in this county at the age of 
eighteen years. 


In his native land Frank Overson acquired a | tainly been well spent and his example may be 


few years. He was a second time married July 29, 
1858, when he wedded Betsey Peterson, also a na- 
tive of Norway. They began their domestic life 
upon the farm which is still his home, and which 
he transformed from a barren tract into well culti- 
vated fields. comprises two hundred acres and 
is well supplied with good improvements, includ- 
ing a comfortable residence, good barns and other 
outbuildings. Ile also earns one hundred and 
sixty-seven acres of improved land in the town of 
Dover. His life shows what may be accomplished 
by perseverance, enterprise and well-direeted 
efforts, for he began life empty handed and has 
achieved success, being now numbered among the 
substantial citizens of the community. 

In 1880, Mr. Overson was again called upon to 
mourn the loss of his wife, who died in the month 
of August. Unto them had been born ten chil- 
dren—Henry, Thomas, Eddie, James, Frank Ezra, 
John B., Maria, Angeline, Isabel and Ella J., and 
the family circle yet remains unbroken. The eld- 
est daughter is the wife of James Nelson, by whom 
she has one child—James Wallace. They also re- 
side on the old homestead. 

In politics Mr. Overson is a Republican, who 
warmly advocates his party principles, and has 
given his hearty support to the public schools, de- 
monstrating his interest in them in a very practi- 
cal way, as he has built four schoolhouses. For 
ten terms he has served on the Petit Jury. Mr. 
Overson is ever true to the trusts reposed in him 

and is held in high regard throughout the commu- 
nity where he is widely known. His life has cer- 
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followed in many respects with profit. The obsta- 
cles in his path he overcame by perseverance and 
a determined will and his prosperity is the just re- 


ward of his labors. 2 
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RS. SARAH M. HOLMES resides on sec- 

\ tion 36, Yorkville Township, and is one 

of the wealthy ladies of Racine County. 

She is widely known throughout this com- 

munity and her many friends will receive this 

sketch of her life with interest. Her maiden name 

was Sarah M. Proctor. She was born in Washing- 

ton, N. H., August 25, 1824, and was the eighth 

in a family of ten children, five sons and five 

daughters, of whom only three are now living— 

Eliza Ann, wife of Hazen Ayer, a farmer and a 

native of the Granite State; Weld, a resident 

farmer of New Hampshire, who wedded Miss Mary 

French, of Massachusetts; and Mrs. Holmes, of 
this sketch. 

The early girlhood days of Sarah Proctor were 
spent upon her father’s farm in her native State. 
At the age of eighteen she went to Lawrence, 
Mass., where she was employed in woolen and cot- 
ton factories for a number of years, or until her 
marriage. On the 1st of May, 1852, she became 
the wife of David Holmes, a native of Portsmouth, 
N. H., born in November, 1808. His parents were 
also natives of that State, and his father and 
grandfather were seafaring people, the latter 
being Captain of a vessel that sailed the high seas. 
David Holmes became a manufacturer and for 
twenty years was connected with a woolen fac- 
tory in Massachusetts. In 1843 he left the East 
to try his fortune upon the broad prairies of Wis- 
consin. On reaching Racine County he purchased 
three hundred and seventy-five acres of land at 
$4 per acre, but did not then locate thereon. He 
returned to the Bay State, where he spent the 
succeeding nine years of his life and after his 
marriage brought his bride to this State. His 
career was a successful and honorable one. At 
the early age of thirteen years he began to earn 
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his own livelihood, and with no aid from influ- 
ential friends or with other assistance, he worked 
his way steadily upward. The property which he 
acquired was fairly won. and was the result of 
his industry, enterprise and good management. 
When he took np his residence upon his farm in 
this county not a furrow had been turned or an 
improvement made, but he labored early and late 
until his farm became a paying investment, yield- 
ing him a golden tributé for the care and labor 
he bestowed upon it. 

Mr. Holmes was a man of strong determina- 
tion, unwavering in his support of the right, and 
his word was as readily received as his bond. In 
political sentiment he was first a Free-soiler and 
then became a stanch Republican, warmly advo- 
cating the principles of that party. Although he 
never sought public oftice he was well read on the 
issues of the day, and was well informed concern- 
ing other matters of general interest. He passed 
away on the 15th of September, 1888, and was 
laid to rest in Union Grove Cemetery in the fam- 
ily vault, which was erected ata cost of $1,000. 

One child was left to share with the wife in her 
Two children had been born unto Mr. and 
Mrs. Holmes, but the elder, a daughter, had died 
in infancy. Frank E., the son, who was educated 
in the Racine High School and MeMynn’s Acad- 
emy, now operates the home farm for his mother, 
and in its management displays excellent busi- 
ness and executive ability. He is a stalwart Re- 
publican in politics and cast his first Presidential 
vote for Gen. James A. Garfield. A young man 
of excellent character, his influence is always 
given on the side of right, and his course in life 
has won him universal regard. 

Mrs. Holmes was made sole executrix of the 
estate. She was left in very comfortable circum- 
stances and is the owner of eight hundred and 
sixty-five acres of land, three hundred and thirty 
of which is in Jefferson County, Neb., and five 
hundred and thirty-five in Racine and Kenosha 
Counties. The beautiful farm on which she re- 
sides might well be taken for a model, for its 
many improvements are all that could be desired. 
A lady of culture and refinement, Mrs, Holmes is 
-weli read and moves in the highest social circles. 


loss, 
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Charitable and benevolent, the poor find in her 
a friend and the needy are never turned away 
empty-handed from her door. Many have reason 
to bless her for the assistance she has rendered 
them, and such acts of kindness have won her 
great love and gratitude. 
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peo CRAWFORD has long been a leading 
citizen of Dover Township, Racine County, 
and upon section 30, is now engaged in 


general farming We are pleased to record 
his sketch im this volume, as he is one of the lead- 
ing citizens of the community, and therefore de- 
serving of representation in his county’s history. 

Mr. Crawford was born in County Antrim, Ire- 
land, on the Ist of October, 1809, and his parents, 
Nathan and Margaret (Cameron) Crawford, were 
also natives of County Antrim. His father was 
killed by the falling of a tree when John was only 
eighteen months old, after which Mrs, Crawford 
was again married, and later emigrated to Canada. 
The subject of this sketch remained in his native 
land until after he had attained his majority. 
When seven years of age he went to live with an 
uncle, and was permitted to attend the common 
schools, but is mainly self-educated, extensive 
reading and observation gaining for him a useful 
fund of knowledge, embracing a wide range of 
subjects. In 1835 we find him about to embark 
for the New World, where he hoped to make a 
home and gain a competence. Crossing the At- 
lantic, he at length arrived safely in New York, 
and for about eight years resided in Jersey City, 
where he aided in running a starch factory. 

It was during his residence in that place that in 
1836, Mr. Crawford was joined in wedlock with 
Charlotte Sanders, who was also born in County 
Antrim, Ireland, and came to the United States 
the same year of her marriage. In 1843 they came 
West and a location was made in the town of Do- 
ver, Racine County. Everything around was wild 
and unimproved, and Wisconsin was yet a Terri- 
tory. Our subject purchased a tract of raw land 


which he cleared and plowed and otherwise im- | 


proved, transforming it into a good farm, whose 
well-tilled fields yielded him a golden tribute. 

When Mr. Crawford came West, he was in very 
limited circumstances, and there were many obsta- 
cles to overcome in addition to the hardships and 
privations of pioneer life, He worked on‘untiringly, 
however, and the difficulties in his path seemed 
but an impetus to renewed labor on his part. Such 
enterprise and industry as characterized his efforts 
won him prosperity, and he is now numbered 
among the substantial citizens of the community. 
As his financial resources increased he extended 
the boundaries of his farm until it now comprises 
one hundred and thirteen acres of valuable land, 
and the improvements are in keeping with a model 
farm. ‘There is a good residence and in the rear 
are all the necessary outbuildings. There is also a 
young orchard, and so many and complete are the 
improvements which the owner has made, that his 
neighbors concede that his farm is oneof the finest 
in the township. 

In 1888 Mr. Crawford was called upon to mourn 
the loss of his wife who died on the 12th of Feb- 
ruary. She has been a true helpmate to him for 
over fifty years, and the sympath y of many friends 
who esteemed her highly, was extended to the hus- 
band in his bereavement, Unto Mr. and Mrs. 
Crawford have been born ten children: Martha H., 
an invalid, died September 6, 1891, at the age of 
fifty-three years; Isabella is the wife of Thomas 
Barrett, of Kansas, and they have four children; 
Rachel is the wife of Miles M. Trowbridge, of Port- 
land, Ore., and their family numbers six children; 
Nathan, who enlisted in the First Wisconsin In- 
fantry of the late war, was killed in the first battle 
of Chickamauga; William, who was one of the 
boys in blue of the Thirty-ninth Wisconsin Infan- 
try, is now married and resides in Forest City, 
Iowa; Henry, also a member of the Thirty-ninth 
Regiment, died during the service at Memphis, 
Tenn., of fever; Robert Harvey is married and 
makes his home in Berlin, Wis.; Leona is the wife 
of Joseph McKelvey, a resident of Calcutta, Ohio; 
Margaret is at home; and Mary E. is the wife of 
Henry Brow. They have one son, Basil Henry, 
and reside on the old Crawford homestead. 

Mr. Crawford cast his first Presidential vote for 
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William Henry Harrison, and continued to support | 


that party until the rise of the new Republican 
party with which he has since affiliated. He has 
served as a member of the School Board, and as 
Township Clerk and Treasurer, but the greater part 
of his time and attention has been devoted to his 
business interests in which he has met with signal 
success. However, when called upon to aid in 
public enterprises which will benefit the commu- 
nity he never reluctantly consents, but is willing 
to do all in his power for the general welfare. 
Among the people of this community John Craw- 
ford is widely known and is held in universal 
esteem, 
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MO) ALVIN H. PECK, asubstantial citizen of 
( Racine, now living a retired life,is number- | 
J 


ed among the honored pioneers of Racine 
County of 1853, in which year he settled in York- 
ville Township. He has witnessed the growth of 
the county since the days of its early infancy, be- 
ing familiar with pioneer life in all of its phases 
and has ever borne bis part in its upbuilding and 
progress. Ile is surely deserviny of representation 
in this volume and it is with pleasure that we pre- 
sent this sketch to our readers. 
Mr. Peck is a native of New York and is of Eng- 
lish descent,the family having been founded in 
America by three brothers who at an early day 


came to this country, one settling in Rhode Island, | 
one in Connecticut and the third in Massachusetts. | 


His paternal grandfather, Elisha Peck, was born 
in Connecticut and he and his brother Jedediah 
both served in the Revolutionary War. The latter 


when over seventy years old, was among the first | 


to volunteer for the War of 1812, and served 
throughout that struggle. He was one of the most 
prominent and influential citizens of 
County, N. Y., and served as County Judge. Capt. 
William E. Peck, the father of our subject, was 
born, reared and educated in Connecticut and when 
a young man went to New York where he started 
out in life for himself. In that State he married 
Ruhama Huntley, also a native of Connecticut and 


Otsego | 
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a daughter of Phineas Huntley, one of the most 
worthy and respected men numbered among the 
early settlers of Otsego County. He engaged in 
farming as did also William E. Peck who carried 
on agricultural pursuits in Otsego County for some 
years, His ability and fitness for office led his fel- 
low citizens to often upon him to serve in positions 
of honorand trust. He removed to Ohio in 1838, 
locating in Lake County, near Cleveland, where 
he resided about ten years and then came to Wis- 
consin, taking up his residence in Walworth 
County. He afterwards made his home with his 
children until his death in 1874. His wife died in 
1871, and they lie buried side by side in Spring 
Prairie, Walworth County. They were members 
of the Christian Church and were highly esteemed 
on account of their many excellencies of character. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Peck were born three sons 
and six daughters who grew to mature years and 
became heads of families. Ruhama became the 
wife of Nelson Bromley and from Ohio they re- 
moved to Columbia, Wis., but both are now de- 


| ceased; Betsy Ann wedded Austin Holdridge, of 


Otsego County, N. V., and in 1836 they immigrat- 
ed to Oakland County Mich., where the wife died 
August 25, 1891, leaving one child; William II. is 
the next younger; Lucretia married Alexander 
Dewey, a prominent man of Herkimer County, N. 
V., and after his death became the wife of Mr. 
Wadsworth; Deborah was married to Welcome 
Manchester in Ohio, from whence they afterward 
removed to Scotland County, Mo., but both are 
now deceased; Caroline became the wife of Herrit 
Hicks in Ohio, and they are now residents of Wal- 
worth County, Wis.; Geraldine became the wife of 
William McLelland of Ohio, and they afterward 
became residents of Lake County IIL, where. they 
died; Jedediah came to Walworth County, Wis., 
and was soon numbered among the most promin- 
ent of its citizens, being public spirited and pro- 
gressive, a friend to the poor and a most benevo- 
lent man. His noble life won him the high esteem 
and confidence of all and his death was sincerely 
mourned, II. Albert, when a young man went to 
Walworth County Wis., where he married and then 
removed to Moore County, Minn., where he de- 
veloped a farm and reared a family. He is also 
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— 
He was aman of erbeten dungen 
ability also one of the most influential and leading 
citizens of his county which he represented in the 
State Legislature. His death and that of his broth- 
er Jedediah, which took place in Kansas City, both 
occurred in August, 1876. 

Calvin H. Peck. whose name heads this sketch, 
was born in Burlington N. Y., April 15, 1815,and 
in Otsego County spent the days of his boyhood 
and youth, acquiring his education in the district 
and higher schools. 
for three years, 


now 8 


He then engaged in teaching 
after which he started Westward 
to seek his fortune. He made his first location in 


the Buckeye State, from whence he came to Wis- | 


consin in 1852, settling first in Walworth County. 
where he spent about a year. In 1853 he came to 
Racine County and took up his residence in York- 
ville, where he purchased land and developed a 


fine farm. Although the land was mostly unim- 


| 
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In polities, our subject isa Denen pan since 
the time when he cast his first vote for Martin 
Van Buren, he has never failed to deposit a ballot 
at a Presidental election. In local polities he is 
independent, supporting the man whom he thinks 
will best fill the office. He has never been an 
aspirant for the honors or emoluments of public 


| office, having preferred to devote his entire time 


I 
| 
I 
| 
| 
| 
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and attention to his business 


proved at the time he placed the greater part of it | 


under the plow and it was made to yield a golden 
tribute in return for thecare and cultivation 
bestowed upon it. 


he 
He built a nice residence and 
continued the care and improvement of his land 
until 1883, when he sold his farm and removed to 
Racine, where he bought a comfortable and com- 
modious residence. 

Mrs. Peck, who was his faithful companion and 
helpmate for many years along life's journey, was 
in her maidenhood Miss Lydia Briggs. She was a 
native of Otsego County, a daughter of Noah 
Briggs, and was educated in the schools of Utica, 
N. Y. They were married June 4, 1846, and her 
death occurred October 22, 1880. She 


now represents the seventeenth district in the Ne- 
braska Legislature. Mr. Peck was again married 


interests. He and 
his wife are members of the Baptist Church and 
their many friends throughout the community 
hold them in high esteem and confidence. A busy 
and useful life has won for Mr. Peck a considerable 
property and he is to-day considered one of the 
wealthy men of Racine. 
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piLLIAM F. JOHNSON, a retired farmer, 
now living in the village of Salem and 
one of the honored and highly respected 


| citizens of the community, was born on the 9th 


| Simon 


of November, 1831, in St. Lawrence County, N. Y., 
and is one of six children whose parents were 
and Aritta P. (Train) Johnson. His 
father was a native of the Pine Tree State and 
was of Scotch descent. The family embraced the 
following children—Mary, wife of J. Galusha 
Mansfield, a farmer; Edward; Amira; Horace; John 
and William. 

The subject of this sketch spent the days of his 


| boyhood and youth in his parents’ home and the 


left one | 


daughter, Jennie, wife ofJ. G. Matheson, a farmer / educational privileges until seventeen years of age. 


and stockdealer of Stanton County, Neb., and who | 


November 23, 1881, to Miss Ida L. DeCoudres, a na- | 


tive of Port Washington, Wis. Her parents were 


Frank A. and Sarah R. (Leffingwell) DeCoudres, | 


natives of New York. They came West about 1856, 


| emigrated to California. 


and after nine years spent in Port Washington, | 


came to Racine County in 1865, where 
Coudres yet resides. Unto Mr. and 
has been born two sons—Calvin H. 
vine Dewey. 


Mr. 
Mrs. 


De- | 
Peck | 
Jr., and Er- | 


common schools of the neighborhood afforded him 


At the age of twenty he started out in life for 
himself, following the occupation of farming. 
With his parents he had come to the Territory of 
Wisconsin in 1848, the family locating in the town 
of Salem, Kenosha County. In 1852, Mr. Johnson, 
with the hope of bettering his financial condition 
He made an overland 
trip with a horse team and after a long and tedious 
journey of five months, arrived at his destination 
and engaged in mining. He spent nearly five 
years on the Pacific slope in California, and in his 
operations was quite successful, returning with a 


— — — — — — —— = 
well filled purse as the reward of his efforts. We 
again find him in Wisconsin in 1857, in which year 
he purchased the home farm of hundred sixty acres, 
uponwhich his father first settled when he came 
West. Mr. Johnson was recognized as an enterpris- 
ing and progressive agriculturist and successfully 
carried on his farm until 1884, when he removed to 
the village of Salem, where he is now living a 
retired life. Labor, supplemented by good manage- 
ment and business ability has secured for hima 
handsome competence and he is now resting in the 
enjoyment of the fruits of former toil. 

The lady who bears the name of Mrs. Johnson 
was in her maidenhood Miss Julia A. Cornwell, 
daughter of A. D. and Cordelia Cornwell. The 
wedding ceremony was performed in 1861, and 
their union has been blessed with a family of four 
children, three of whom are now living—Justin 
C., Howard and Ada. Mary, the eldest, died at 
the age of twenty years. 

In his political affiliations, Mr. Johnson is a 
Republican, but has never been an office seeker, 
preferring to devote his entire attention to his 
business interests. He is president of the Township 
Insurance Company and is a member of the Con- 
gregational Church. Almost half a century bas 
passed since he came to the county and therefore 
he has witnessed the greater part of its growth 
and development. He has seen: the progress 
which it has made and has aided in its advance- 
ment by the faithful performance of his duties of 
citizenship. 


AMES M. BEARDSLEY, a well-known far- 
mer of Caledonia Township, residing on 
section 17, has for almost half a century 

@ been identified with the progress and de- 
velopment of Racine County and as one of its pio- 
neers well deserves representation in this volume. 
He was born in Oswego County, N. Y., August 4, 
1817, and is the grandson of a Revolutionary hero, 
his grandfather, John Beardsley, having served in 
the War for Independence. He was a native of 
Connecticut, a farmer by occupation and died in 
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the Empire State. His son James, the father of 
our subject, was also born in Connecticut and dur- 
ing his boyhood removed to New York. He ac- 
quired a good education and engaged in teaching 
school for several terms but followed farming as a 
means of livelihood during the greater part of his 
life. 

In Eastern New York James Beardsley, Sr. mar- 
ried Electa Porter, and soon afterward removed to 
Oswego County, where he resided during the 
greater part of his remaining days, although his 
death occurred in Cayuga County. He received 
his land warrant in recognition of his services in 
the War of 1812. Being an early settler in the 
neighborhood he, in consequence, had to endure 
many of the hardships and trials of pioneer life, 
but at length made a comfortable home. His wife 
died during the childhood of our subject and his 
death occurred at the age of seventy-seven years. 

In the family were five children—Lovina, who 
lives in Michigan; Porter, a retired farmer of 
Minnesota; Christian, who died in Kansas; James, 
of this sketch; and Charles, a resident of Walworth 
County, Wis. The father held a number of town- 
ship offices and took an active part in public affairs. 
In the work of the Baptist Church, of which he 
was long a member, he bore his share and for some 
time was leader of the choir. 
Whig. 

In early life our subject was inured to the hard- 
ships of farm labor. 


In politics he was a 


As soon as old enough to 
manage the plow he was put to work and his ser- 
vices were given to his father until he reached the 
age of twenty years, when he started out in life 
for himself, working by the month as a farm hand. 
It was in 1841 that Mr. Beardsley came West to 
Racine county, making the journey by way of the 
lakes. Soon after his arrival he purchased an 
eighty acre tract of land upon which there was 
little improvement for $500, and began the devel- 
opment of a farm, continuing to labor in its culti- 
vation unremittingly for three years. 

_At theexpiration of that time, returning to New 
York, Mr. Beardsley further completed his arrange- 
ments for a home by his marriage with Miss Sarah 
Jane Carmon, of Cayuga County, and soon his 
young bride was installed in the house prepare | 
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for her reception in Caledonia Township. For 
thirty-eight years they have resided upon their 
present farm of ninety acres which is well im- 
proved and under a high state of cultivation. 
Their home has been brightened by the presence of 
one daughter—Josephine E., but she was called 
away at the age of twenty-one years. Their only 
son, Charles, now operates the homestead farm. 
He married Adelia Green, and unto them has been 
born one child—Irving F. 

By industry, energy perseverance Mr. 
Beardsley worked his way upward until he is now 


and 


one of the substantial citizens of the county, hav- 
ing property which yields him a good income. His 
possessions are the reward of his own efforts and 
his well-earned competency he is now enjoying, 


having laid aside many of the business cares of | 


life. Both he and his wife have long been mem- 
bers of the Methodist Church and when no organ- 
ization of that society was near enough to attend 
they worked with the people of the Congregational 
Church. 

In 1840 Mr. Beardsley cast his first Presidential 
vote, supporting William Henry Harrison, and on 
the dissolution of the Whig party he joined the 
new Republican party in 1856. since which time 
he has been one of its stanch supporters. He has 
held township offices but has never sought political 
preferment, desiring rather tu devote his entire 
energies to his business interests. In the work of 
upbuilding and developing the county he has ever 
borne his share and has been an eyewitness of that 
growth and progress which has made this one of 
the foremost counties in the State. 


OHN C. CLARK, roadmaster of the Chicago, 
Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway, for the lines 


Y Elkhorn to Eagle, is a well-known citizen 
of Racine. He can claim the honor of being a 
native of Wisconsin, his birth having occurred in 
Beloit, November 12, 1855. His parents, Patrick 
and Hannah (Halley) Clark, were natives of Ire- 
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| County Tipperary, in March 1, 1836. 


| higher testimonial of 


between Racine and Rockford and from | 


land. His father was born in County Clare, 
March 16, 1833, and his mother in White Church, 
The former 
came to America in 1848 when fifteen years of age 
and spent the first year after his arrival with his 
brother, working on a railroad near Boston. He 
then removed to Buffalo, N. V., and secured em- 
ployment on a steamboat on the Lakes, where he 
served for four years. In 1853 he came to Wis- 
consin and in Janesville was united in marriage 
with Miss Halley, who had come to the United 
States in 1844, when a maiden of eight summers. 
Since 1853, he has made his home in Beloit, and 
his wife still lives. When the Racine & Missis- 
sippi Railroad Company began the construction of 
what is now the Racine & Southwestern Division of 
the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad, 
Patrick Clark was one of the first employes of the 
company in building the road. Later he was 
made section foreman, which position he has since 
held. 

John C. Clark, the subject of this sketch, spent 
his boyhood days in his native city, and when 


| only fifteen years of age began working for the 


Racine & Mississippi Railroad Company as water 
boy on construction. For the three succeeding 
years he worked on the railroad during the sum- 
mer months and attended school in Beloit through 
the winter seasons. When he had attained his 
majority, he was advanced to the position of sec- 
tion foreman, in which capacity he served for 
some years, when in April, 1883, he was made 
assistant road-master. The following year he was 
promoted to the position which he now fills, and 
which he has held for a period of seven consecu- 
tive years. He has been identified with the road 
under its diferent managements from the start to 
the present time, without interruption and no 
his faithfulness could be 
given. 

On the 14th of July, 1877, in Beloit, Mr. Clark 
led to the marriage altar Miss Martha J. Dough- 
erty, daughter of Charles and Jane (Hagan) 
Dougherty. The lady was born ia Long Island, 
N. Y., and came to Wisconsin in 1869. Three 
children grace their union, daughters—Margaret, 
Martha and Ella, and the famıly circle yet remains 


unbroken. They reside at a pleasant home at 
No. 1619 North Main Street. The parents are 
both members of the Catholic Church, and in poli- 
ties our subject is a Democrat. 

Mr. Clark’s connection with the Racine & 
Southwestern Division of the Chicago, Milwaukee 
de St. Paul Railroad, under its various ownerships, 
eovers a period of twenty-one years and during 
twelve years of that time his residence has been in 
Racine. He has proved a competent and faithful 
officer and has ever been diligent and prompt in 
the discharge of his duty. His promotion from 
water boy by the course of section hand and sec- 
tion foreman, to his present responsible position, is 
a compliment to his ability, fidelity and worth. 


—_— RoeBbr-- 
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ERMAN BRYANT is numbered among the 
early settlers of Kenosha County, and since 
1865 has resided upon his present farm on 
section 29, in the town of Bristol, where he 


devotes his energies to agricultural pursuits and 


stock raising. Heisa native of New York, Colum- 
bia County being the place of his birth, and the 
date February 11, 1836. In a family of two sons 
and four daughters he is the fifth in. order of 
birth. His father, Jonas Bryant, was born in 
Columbia County, in May, 1800, and after attain- 
ing to mature years, wedded Mary Scism. In his 
younger days he was a blacksmith, but afterward 
followed farming in the Empire State until 1846, 
when he emigrated to the Territory of Wisconsin. 
locating in the town of Salem, Kenosha Couuty. 
After renting land for five years he purchased a 
farm in the town of Bristol. where he is yet living 
at the very advanced age of ninety-two years. He 
commenced life emptyhanded, but by hard labor, 
enterprise and ceaseless activity accumulated a 
valuable property. For the last twenty years he 
has lived retired, enjoying the rest that he has so 
truly earned and richly deserves. He lost his 
wife in 1877. Of the family, Charity is the wife 


of Eli Bloss, of Salem Station; James W. is en- 
gaged in farming in the town of Bristol; Margaret 
resides with a sister at Salem Station; Susan, a 
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widow lady, keeps house for her father; Herman is 
the next younger; and Jane who died in 1861, at 
the age of twenty years, completes the family. 

Our subject was a lad of only ten summers when 
with his parents he came to Wisconsin. Amid the 
wild scenes of frontier life he was reared to man- 
hood, and was early inured to hard labor upon 
the farm. Hiseducational advantages were neces- 
sarily limited, both on account of the few schools 
in the new country and because his services were 
needed in the development of the farm. He 
remained at home until 1859, when by way of 
New York and across the Isthmus of Panama he 
went to California, arriving on the 5th of Decem- 
ber of that year. He spent five years on a ranch 
on the Pacific Slope, and in the winter of 1864-5 
returned to his home by the route which he 
had gone. In the spring he purchased the tract 
of land on which he now resides,an improved 
place of one hundred and eighty acres. 

On December, 28, 1864, previous, Mr. Bryant 
was married in the town of Bristol to Mary J. 
Carmon, a native of New York, and a daughier of 
E. Carmon, one of the honored pioneers, of 
Kenosha County, whose sketch appears elsewhere 
in this work. Unto them have been born a son 
and a daughter—William C., a young man of 
sterling worth who aids bis father in the cultiva- 
tion of the home farm; and Alice M., wife of H. 
B. Judson, who is engaged in business in Chicago 
and resides in Evanston. 

Mr. Bryant is a valued citizen of the community 
who finds time, aside from his farm labors, to aid 
in the advancement of those interests calculated 
to benefit the community. He is a warm friend 
of the cause of education and while serving for a 
number of years on the School Board did much 
for the advancement of the schools in this com- 
munity. He cast his first Presidential vote for 
Abraham Lincoln and has since been a stanch 
advocate of Republican principles. In the busi- 
ness affairs of life he has met with well merited 


| success, and is now the owner of a fine farm com- 


prising three hundred and forty acres, having by 
purchase added to the original amount. 

The improvements are many and in keeping 
with his enterprising and progressive spirit. These 
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include a commodious residence, large barns and 
outbuildings, the latest improved machinery and 
a good orchard. More than forty-five years have 
come and gone since Mr. Bryant came to Kenosha 
County, and in that time he has aided in the 
growth and development of the community and 
won for himself many friends who hold him in 
high esteem for the upright life which he has 
lived in their midst. 

Mrs, Judson, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Bryant, 
was a student in the Kenosha High School and also 
at the North estern University at Evanston, III. 
She also took an extended course in instrumental 
music. William was a student at the Valparaiso 
Normal College in Indiana. 


fim APT. LAWRENCE ARTLEY EASSON, of 
G Racine, is a pioneer settler of that city 

and one of the oldest lake captains in 
years of service, sailing from that port. A native 
of Scotland, he was born in the city of Perth, 
about 1827. His parents were Thomas and Mary 
(McAlpine) Easson, both natives of Scotland, the 
former born in Abernethy, and the latter in Ab- 
erfeldy. She was a member of one of the oldest 
Highland families, the McAlpines figuring. con- 
spiciously in Scottish history. Mrs. Easson died 
in Perth, about 1834. The father lived to the 
ripe old age of ninety-four years, his death occur- 
ing in 1884, in Scotland. 

Lawrence A. attended school in his native city 
and in the fall vf 1843, emigrated to America, in 
company with his brother James and Neal La- 
Mont. They spent the winter of 1843-44 in Oswe- 
go, N. Y., and the following spring came to Ra- 
cine, reaching that city on the 8th day of May. 
The first few years of his residence in Racine 
County, Capt. Easson spent on a farm with Neal 
LaMont, and while but a youth went on the Lakes, 
where he learned to be a seaman. He had sailed 
before the mast only two seasons, when he was 
made mate. He then bought a half interest in 


the sloop,“ Lady Ann,“ which he sailed three seasons 
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as master, after which he sailed the sloop “Wonk” 
two seasons and the schooner, Amelia,“ one season. 
He was afterwards commander of the schooner, 
“Erie,’’ two seasons, the last named vessel having 
been a United States Revenue cutter. He was 
half owner in the schooner,“ Liberty,“ which he 
sailed two seasons and then sold his share in that 
vessel and bought the schooner,“Ocean,’’ which he 
ran one season, when he was taken sick and left 
her in the care of the mate, who lost her at Ahna- 
pee. The vessel was a total loss to her owner 
who carried no insurance, The two succeeding 
seasons Capt. Easson was mate of the schooner 
“Alvin Clark,“ following which he was master of the 
schooner, Lydia Cass, for three or four seasons. 
We next find him sailing theschooner “Dolphin” 
for two seasons and also the “Lydia Cass.“ The 
schooner F. M. Knapp, one of the largest class of 
vessels on the lakes, was built by Knapp & Case 
and sailed by Capt. Easson for six seasons, after 
which he sailed the schooner “J. I. Case, also a 
vessel of the largest class for six or seven seasons. 
In 1880, he was appointed to the position of 
keeper of the Racine Point Light House where he 
served for two years, after which he was trans- 
ferred to the Racine Harbor Light House, having 
charge of the same forfour years. Subsequently 
we find him as the Captain of the steam barge, 
“Seymour’’ for one season and part of another. 
During the seasons, 1888, 1889, 1890, and 1891, 
he sailed the schooner “J. I. Case.“ 

On the 8th of May, 1852, Capt. Easson was 
joined in wedlock in Racine, with Miss Melvina 
Hopkins, daughter of Jason Hopkins. One child, 
a son was born of their union--—James, who died 
September 19, 1853, when two weeks old. The 
mother survived the death of her son only a short 
time, dying on the 28th of October following 
when she was but eighteen years of age. For his 
second wife Capt. Easson married Miss Alice 
Green, who was born in Lancastershire, England, 
and is a daughter of Ralph and Alice Green. She 
came to America in 1843, and has lived in Ra- 
cine since 1849, Six children were born of the 
latter marriage, of whom four are yet living— 
Mary Alice, born January 12, 1856, is now the 
wife of Edward T. Billings, a leading photogra- 
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pher of Racine; Laura Ann, born April 2, 1858, 
died August 18, 1862, at the age of four years 
and three months; James A., born April 25, 1860, 


is livingat home; Alice, born December 23, 1861, | 
is the wife of Frederick Beswick, a jeweler of Ra- | 
cine; Melvina and Laura A. are at home; Carrie, | 


born November 25, 1868, died June 26, 1873; and 
Myron Knapp, the youngest of the family, is a 
student of the Ravine schools. No- 
vember 19, 1878. 


He was born 


Capt. Easson and his family, except the young- | 
est, are members of the First Baptist Church of | 


Racine. In politics he is a Republican and for 


thirty-five years he has been a member of Racine | 


Lodge, No. 18, A. F. & A. M., and has attained 
the degree of Mark Master. The Captain has 
sailed the lakes as master for thirty-seven years 
and has won an enviable reputation for skill and 


good judgment asan navigator and for the re- | 


markable record he has made of never having 
had a vessel ashoro, or lost while under his care. 
He has had some narrow escapes and endured 
much hardship in cold storms, but has been pe- 
culiarly fortunate in saving his vessels and men. 
He is a genial, warm-hearted man, always popular 
with his crews and highly esteemed by his fellow 
citizens for his integrity of character and upright 
manner of life. 


living a retired life in Racine, is a native 
Mountain State. 

born in Rochester, Vt., September 13, 
1822, and is a son of Lyman and Anna (Warren) | 


DES WARREN EMERSON, who is now 


ot the Green He was 


Emerson. His grandfather Enoch Emerson was 
born February 26, 1755, in Massachusetts, and was 
one of eight children. In an early day he emi- 


grated to Vermont, where in consequence of his | 


building a mill he received a large tract of land. 
He was a soldier in the war of the Revolution, for 
which he drew a pension. 
Thomas Emerson and the father of the latter was 
John Emerson. 
back his ancestry. 


| Church. 
| erson passed away January 6, 1826, leaving three 


| and David W. completes the family. 
| death of their mother, Lyman Emerson married 
| Olive Warren, a sister of his first wife, and unto 


| twenty years. 
He was the son of | 


Thus far can our subject trace | 
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Lyman Emerson, the father of David W., was 
born in Rochester, Vt., October 15, 1792, and was 
also one of eight children. He was a man who 
took a prominent part in the affairs of his com- 
munity and in an early day was the Representative 
from his district to the State Legislature. He mar- 


| ried Miss Warren on the Ist of December, 1814. 
| The lady was born in Hardwick, Mass., September 5, 


1793, and with her parents, David and Anna 
Warren, emigrated to Vermont. Mr. and Mrs, 
Emerson spent their lives in the Green Mountain 
State, where he engaged in operating a small farm, 
In politics the father was a Whig and both he and 
his wife were members of the Congregational 
He died December 4, 1868, and Mrs. Em- 


children: Lyman, who came to Wisconsin in 
1844, is living in Manitowoc, at the age of seven- 
ty-five years; Mary A., wife of Barney Cooper, 
died in Rochester, Vt., at the age of thirty-one; 
After the 


them were born nine children, seven of whom are 
yet living. 

Upon a farm our subject was reared to manhood 
and in the district schools of the neighborhood he 
acquired his education. . His father received the 
benefit of his services until he attained his major- 
ity when he left home and went to the State of 
New York, where he worked .in the pineries. He 
obtained employment with a man living in Schuy- 
lerville and in the spring returned home with that 
gentleman, working for him until his emigration 
to the West. The year 1846 witnessed his arrival 
in Wisconsin and saw him located in Racine. The 
first two or three years were spent in shaking and 
in taking medicine by turns, as the climate then 
did not seem to agree with him. Later he em- 
barked in the lumber business in company with his 
brother Lyman and the partnership continued for 
They also engaged in packing pork 
and were quite successful in their business under- 
takings. 

In Racine, on the 9th of February, 1854, Mr. 
Emerson led to the marriage altar Miss Sarah E. 


| Tasker, who is one of two children, herself and a 
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brother fifty-one years of age,are both now living, 
her brother Jonathan now resides in Lynn, Mass. 
Mrs. Emerson was born in Barnstead, N. H., August 
27, 1829, and is the daughter of Ira and Lydia 8. 
(Edgerly) Tasker. Her father died in the East and 
his widow subsequently married again. Mr. and 
Mrs. Emerson are the parents of two children, of 
whom they may justly be proud: Jennie, who 
graduated at Ann Arbor, Mich., is the wife of Wal- 
ter Miller, an instructor in the State University of 
Missouri at Columbia. Charles Warren, a graduate 
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| 


of Beloit College, is night editor on the Milwaukee | 


Sentinel. 

In their religious views both Mr. and Mrs. Em- 
erson are Presbyterians and he is one of the Elders 
of the church in which they hold membership. 


His political sentiments embody the principles of | 


the Republican party. The schools of Racine have 
found in him a faithful friend and for some fif- 
teen years he has served as an efficient member of 
the Board of Education. Every enterprise calcu- 
lated to advance the best interests of the commun- 
ity receives his support and he is numbered among 
the valued citizens. Mr. Emerson makes no dis- 
play, but is a well-informed man and possessses a 
considerable amount of this world’s goods. He 
has never striven for fame, but rather to live a 
useful and honorable life. 


— — tket? 
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À A SGR. JOHN S. MUENICH, Rector of the 
\ Holy Name Church, of Racine (Roman 
Catholic) and Chaplain of St. Mary's Hos- 
pital, was born in the Grand Duchy of 
Baden, Germany, December 27, 1833, and his par- 
ents, John Valentine and Mary Katherine (Knuhl) 
Muenich, were also natives of Baden. Our subject 
remained in his native land until fourteen years of 
age when, in 1847, he accompanied his parents in 
their emigration to America. 

Immediately after landing the family came West 
and spent a short time in Chicago. The father 
was urged by a countryman to invest his capital 
of a few thousand dollars in real estate in 


— 


that place, but the appearance of the town was | 


not at all promising at that time and he declined 
all offers, making his way to St. Clair County, IIL, 
where they arrived after much difficulty. The 
journey was made on wheels, as there was no rail- 
road at that time in the State of Illinois. There 
the family located and the father died in Illinois, 
on the 28th of September, 1863. The mother sur- 
vived him about fifteen years and departed this 
life in Janesville, Wis., April 4, 1878. 

John Stephen, the subject of this sketch, attended 
the Catholic seminaries of St. Mary’s and Cape 
Girardeau in Missouri, and St. Francis Seminary 
of Milwaukee, Wis. Whilst a student at Cape 
Girardeau Mr. Muenich was enrolled in the Mis- 
souri State Guard, a union organization. This act 
of patriotisin at a time when the condition of af- 
fairs in Southern Missouri was so dangerous to 
union men is especially to his credit when we 
consider the calling for which he was being ed- 
ucated. On the 28th of August, 1864, he was or- 
dained a clergyman of the Roman Catholic Church 
at St. John’s Cathedral in Milwaukee, and was as- 
signed to duty as a resident pastor of a congrega- 
tion in the town of Caledonia, Racine County, 
where he remained for two and a half years. His 
next charge was in Hartford, Washington County, 
Wis., where he served as Rector of the Catholic 
Church for five years. We next find him in charge 
of the church ın Brighton, Kenosha County, where 
he likewise spent five years as Rector, after which 
he went to Janesville, Rock County, where he re- 
mained for six years. The following year and a 
half Father Muenich was Pastor of the church in 
Ripon, Fond du Lac County, Wis., and thence 
came to Racine on the Ist of November, 1884, to 
accept the position of First Rector of Holy Name 
Church, which position he has held continuously 
since, making his entire service as a clergyman 
something more than twenty-seven years. 

The society now called Holy Name Church was 
set off from St. Mary’s, the mother church of Ra- 
cine, in the spring of 1884, and a church built with 
school rooms in the lower story. The congregation 
is estimated at one hundred and fifty families and 
is in a prosperous condition. Father Muenich has 
made two trips to Europe since coming to Wiscon- 
sin, one in 1880, and the three years later. During 


these journeyings, which he enjoyed greatly, he 
visited all the principal countries of the Old World 


and renewed his acquaintance with his old home | 


friends in Germany. At his second visit to Eu- 


rope in company with the late Most Rev. Heiss and | 


the Right Rev. Flasch he visited Rome and Pope 
Leo XII conferred the title of Monsignore (Right 
R-verend) upon him. This distinction has been 


conferred upon but few pastors of congregations | 


in the United States. During the forty-four years 
of his residence in the United States he has learned 
to love America and by his genial, kindly nature 
has made many friends, while he has done good 
and faithful service in his holy calling. 


Great Lakes as captain, was born on the 
Island of Guernsey in the English Channel on 


the 26th of June, 1836, and isason of John and | 


Rachel (Langlois) Gallien. His parents were also 


natives of Guernsey and were of French descent. | 


They emigrated to the United States in 1837, and 
settled in Cambridge, Ohio, whence in 1848 
they came to Racine, where they passed the remain- 
der of their lives. The father died in September, 


1871, and the mother was called to her final rest | 
Mr. Gallien was a con- | 
tractor and builder by occupation and for many | 
years was associated with Messrs. James P. Corse 
& Joseph Moon, masons, in erecting many of the | 
finest buildings, both public and private, in Ra- | 
| citizens, whose sketch appears elsewhere in this 


in the autumn of 1883. 


cine, including some of the 
buildings in this city. 


important factory 
He took an active interest 


in politics and on first coming to the United 


States was a Whig. Soon afterwards he became 
an original Abolitionist and joined the Repub- 
lican party on its organization. He and his wife 


were members of the Episcopal Church and were | 


highly respected members of society. 

Capt. Gallien came to America with his parents 
when less than a year old and attended school in 
Cambridge, Ohio. With the family he came to 


coming master of that bark in 1858. 
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Racine in 1848, and pursued his studies in the Ra- 
cine schools until he he had attained his four- 
teenth year when he went on the Lakes being with 
Capt. John Brown, as cabin boy of the brig, “Mohi- 
can.“ He soon took his turn before the mast and 
served a regular seaman’s apprenticship. He sailed 
on the “Mohican’’ one season, after which he sail- 
ed one season onthe brig“ Newbold,’’ and next was 
one season on his father’s vessel, the *Ontario,’’ be- 
Later he 
sailed as master of the schooner “Roanoke,’’in which 
he owned an interest and subsequently sailed the 
“Henry R. Seymour.” Next for seven years he com- 


| manded the“ Lone Star,’’of which he was part owner 


andin 1872,he bought a sailing interest in the 


| schooner, “Newsboy,’’ and sailed her several years, 
| losing heavily by the investment. 
| he was in the employ of George E. Wood & Co., 
| of Chicago, vessel owners and for some seven or 


APT. JOHN L. GALLIEN, an early settler of 
Y; Racine, who for thirty years has sailed the | 


Subsequently 


eight years commanded the schooner, Eagle Wing.”” 
In 1890 and 1891, he sailed the schooner “Saveland”” 
in the Lake Superior trade, one of the largest class 
of vessels. During the latter part of the season 
1891, he has sailed the schooner “Ida’’ in the lúmber 
trade. During the thirty years he has been mas- 
ter of vessels, Capt. Gallien by skillful seamanship, 
prudence and good fortune, has been peculiarly 


successful in avoiding the calamities that so often 


befall those who follow the occupation of a navi- 
gator. He has never met with a collision, lost a 
vessel, had one ashore or dismasted, or lost a man 
overboard. 

On the 2d of August, 1864,Capt. Gallien was 
united in marriage in Racine with Miss Martha 
Tinker, a daughter of the Hon. James Tinker, of 
that city, and one of its pioneers and prominent 


work. The lady was born in Rochester, Racine 
County, and came to Racine with her parents in 
1859. Three children were bo:n to the Captain 
and his wife, two daughters and a son—Cora, wife 
of William Hood of Racine; Job 1, who is shipping 
clerk for the Racine Hardw: e Manufacturing 
Comany; and Lela, who resides vith her parents. 
In politics, Capt. Gallien is aa earnest Repub- 
lican on questions of State and National govern- 
ment, while for local offices, he supports his friends 
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and those he thinks will best fill the positions. He 
was brought up under the auspices of the Episcopal 
Church, but is not a member. The Captain is a 


member of the insurance orders known as the 
Fraternal Alliance and the Madison Mutual. He 
has made his home in Racine since 1848 or for 


forty-four years and is well and favorably known 
to its citizens, as he is for that matter to many of 
the citizens of the ports of the upper Lakes, es- 
pecially among vessel owners and those engaged 
in shipping. All whoknow him respect him for 
his many manly qualities. He is a thorough sailor, 
big hearted, generous and cordial and a true 
friend to all entitled to his friendship. By his 
skill and good judgment he has the confi- 
dence and regard of his employers and by fair and 
kind treatment of officers and men under him, he 
commands their good will and perfect subordina- 
nation. He has seen, like all 
for a livelihood many hardships and had many 
narrow escapes from shipwreck and disaster. 
During the memorable hurricane and snow storm, 
which swept the Lakes in the first days of Decem- 
ber, 1891, his vessel rode out the storm 


won 


who follow sailing 


under 
the lea of the Manitolin Islands, where his good 
judgment had led him to stay. while other vessels 
that ventured out met with disaster and loss. His 
vessel was reported ashore and probably lost and 
so published in his home papers, but it was a case 
of mistaken identity as another vessei was the 
victim. 


$ | OHN L. BANGS, assistant superintendent of 


AD a 


— 


the Racine Hardware Manufacturing Com- 


= ) pany, is a native of Denmark,and was born 
(9 in the town of Faaborg, on the i7th of 
February, 1847. His parents were Adam and 


Margaret Bangs. who were also natives of Den- 
mark, and in that country they spent their entire 
lives. 

The subject of this sketch was reared to man- 
hood under the parental roof. acquired his educa- 
tion in the public schools of his native land and 
served an apprenticeship to the carpenter's trade. 
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For a year and a half he was a soldier in the 
Danish Army prior to coming to America. In 
1841, he bade adieu to his parents, his friends 
and his native land and emigrated to Ameri- 
Castle the 7th of 
He came at once to Wiscon- 


ca, arriving ín Garden on 
June, of that year. 
sin and located in Kenosha, where he found em- 
ployment at his trade, but worked only a month 
there, Ile next secured work with a farmer and 
would have done well, but the fever and ague 
fastened itself upon him and he was thus unable 
to work all of the time. Neither had he been 
able to work the full time in Kenosha and had 
found himself in debt for his board at the end of 
his month’s labor. Subsequently he entered the 
employ of Mr. Truesdale of Kenosha and in that 
gentleman found a true friend, continuing with 
him until 1874, when he secured a place with 
the present company, then located in Kenosha. 
The following year, however, they removed to 
Racine. Mr. Bangs came with them and was made 
foreman in August, 1877. Through his skill as a 
mechanic and his fidelity to duty he was promoted 
to be assistant superintendent of the works of that 
extensive manufacturing company in April, 1891. 

On the 3d of September, 1875, Mr. Bangs led to 
the marriage altar in Racine, Miss Thora Salling, 
a native of Denmark, and a daughter of Rasmus 
and Trina (Matson) Salling. With her parents 
she came to America in 1869, the family locating 
in Racine. Two children have been born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Bangs, a son and daughter—the latter, 
Clara Laura Bertha, was born in August, 1877, and 
Alfred Lawrence was born in March, 1883. Both 
were born in Racine. Mr. Bangs and his wife are 
members of the Danish Lutheran Church, and 
their children are being reared in the same faith. He 
belongs to the Danish Society and to the Racine 
Hardware Company's Relief Association. He is a 
Republican in politics and has served as Alder- 
man from the Sixth Ward in Racine for two 
years, or from April, 1886 until April, 1888. At 
that time he affiliated with the Union Labor party 
but has now resumed has aliegiance to the Repub- 
lican party. Mr. Bangs was the first of bis family 
to emigrate from Denmark to America. In the 
summer of 1890, he returned with his wife and 
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children to his native land and again came to 


Racine in October, following, after an enjoyable 
voyage and visit to the old home of himself and 
wife, While in Denmark they celebrated the 
fifteenth anniversary of their wedding day. Mr. 
Bangs came to America poor and friendless, but by 
industry, frugality and close attention to duty, he 
has accumulated a good property, having a com- 
modious and well-furnished home and a fine farm 
of two hundred acres in Nebraska. His straightfor- 
ward course has won him the esteem of all with whom 
he has come in contact, and his efficiency and 
faithfulness to duty has earned him a well de- 
served promotion. 


Go HAD 


_YMAN FAY, an enter priefng and highly 
respected farmer of Kenoslia County, resid- 
= ingon section 32, Wheatland Township, is 

a native of the Buckeye State. He was born on 
the 16th of June, 1834, in Cuyahoga County, and 
is a son of Joseph M. and Sophronia A. (Brainard) 
Fay, the former of Seotch lineage and the latter of 
Irish extraction. Joseph Fay was born in New 
York, July 31, 1804, but was reared to manhood 
in Cuyahoga County, Ohio, upon a farm. Mis 
education was limited and in his youth he learned 
the cooper’s trade, which he followed for some 
time. In 1828, he led to the marriage altar Miss 
Brainard, a native of Connecticut, born May 27, 
1806. They began their domestic life in the 
Buckeye State, their means being limited and there 
resided until 1841, when they came to Racine 
County and afterwards to Kenosha County, 
locating upon the farm where our subject 
now resides, The country round about was all 
wild and uncultivated and the work of develop- 
ment and progress seemed scarcely begun. Mr. Fay 
entered one hundred and twenty acres of land from 
the Government which he at once began to improve 
and in course of time fertile fields were yieiding 
to him abundant harvests. The first home was a 
cabin 18x22 feet and it still stands, one of the few 
landmarks of pioneer days that yet remain. How- 
ever, the family resides in a more commodious and 
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modern residence which was erected some years 
since. Mr. Fay was a man of prominence in this 
community, widely and favorably known. He 
gave his support to the Republican party and in 
his religious views he was a Universalist. His wife 
Sophronia A. died March 14th, 1885, and was 
buried in Wheatland Township cemetery, where a 
handsome monument was erected to her memory. 
Ile survived his companion of so many years 
until the 24th of July, 1889, when he died and 
was buried beside her, 

Unto this worthy couple was born a family of 
seven children, five of whom are yet living, Cla- 
rissa and Sylvanus being now deceased, Andrew, 
the eldest, makes his home in Wheatland Town- 
ship; Lyman of this sketch, is the fourth in order 
of birth; Mary is the wife of Nathan T. Wilcox, a 
farmer of Spencer, lowa; George HL is mentioned 
elsewhere in this work; and Florilla is living in 
Jowa. 

Hur subject came with his parents to Kenosha 
County when a young lad and has here since made 
his home. Under the parental roof he was reared 
to manhood and remained with bis father until 
his marriage, which was celebrated December 31, 
1858. The lady, who is now Mrs. Fay, bore the 
maiden name of Clarissa J. Brainard. She was 
born in Milwaukee, Wis., June 12, 1842, and is a 
daughter of Elmore aud Beulab (Brainard) Brain- 
ard, who are of English extraction. Soon after 
his ınarriage Mr. Fay purchased seventy acres of 
land on section 29, Wheatland Township, and 
began farming on his own account, there making 
his home for twenty-three years, when in 1881, he 
sold out and purchased the old Fay homestead, 
where they are now living. The parents and one 
son comprise the household, Ulysses S. being now 
a young man of twenty-three years, who resides 
with his parents and aids in the operation of the 
home farm. 

In political sentiment, Mr. Fay is a Republican. 
As ever true American citizen should be, he keeps 
well informed concerning the issues of the day. 
but has never sought or desired public office. He 
is publie spirited and progressive, true to every 
duty of citizenship and showed his loyalty to the 


_ Government during the late war by serving for ten 
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months as a member of Company A, First Illinois 
Light Artillery. 
October 6, 1864, and he received his discharge on 
the 10th of July, 1865. 


EVI FINK, one of the early settlers and a 
retired farmer of Kenosha County, now re- 

s siding on section 10, in the town of Som- 

ers, is a respected citizen of the community, and a 
sketch of his life will undoubtedly be received with 
interest by his friends, who are many. He was 
born in the Mohawk Valley in the town of Pala- 
tine, Montgomery County, N. Y., May 6, 1816. 
His grandfather, John Fink, was of German de- 
scent and was a farmer of the Mohawk Valley. 


} 
f 
| 


The day of his enlistment was | 


William I. Fink, the father of our subject, was | 


there born and reared and married Catherine Kai- 


ser, a native of the same locality and a daughter | 


of Esquire Kaiser. After their marriage they set- 
tled upon the old homestead and in connection 
with that Mr. Fink also owned another farm in 
Montgomery County, until his death which oc- 
curred in 1824. Mrs. Fink survived her husband 
many years and reared a family of eight childron. 
Betsy, the eldest child, became the wife of Adam 
Snell, and they resided in Montgomery and Oneida 
Counties until called to their final home. Margaret 
married Christian A. Fink, and they also located 
in the Mohawk Valley. Benjamin, after attaining 


to mature years, was married, engaged in farming | 


and also carried on the hotel business. At length 


| comfortable home for the family. 


he removed to Racine County, Wis., first locating | 


in the town of Mt. Pleasant, but his death oecurred 
at his home in the city of Racine. John after his 
marriage located in Syracuse, N. Y., and subse- 
quently started for Wisconsin, but the vessel in 
which he sailed was wrecked, and he was drowned 
in Lake Michigan. Nancy became the wife of 
Jobn Tubb, of Oneida County, N. Y., but both are 
now deceased. James is a resident farmer of Som- 
ers Township. Leviis the next younger, and Mary, 
widow of John Harris, resides Little Falls, 
N. ks 


in 


Our subject grew to manhood in the county of | 
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his nativity and received but limited educational 
advantages, for at the age of ten years he began 
life for himself, working for neighboring farmers 
until seventeen years of age, when he was employed 
by a railroad contractor, with whom he remained 
eleven months. He then became porter in a hotel 
in Fultonville, where he remained for two years. 
He there acquired good business ideas and the ex- 
perience of which he stood in need. Later we find 
him employed in a wholesale and retail liquor 
house of Troy, where he remained for three years. 

In Fultonville, N. V., July 29, 1840, Mr. Fink 
led to the marriage altar Miss Caroline, daughter of 
Peter M. Vrooman, a native of the Empire State, 
who engaged in farming in Schoharie County, 
where Mrs. Fink was born. In 1842 the young 
couple determined to try their fortune in the West, 
and by way of the Erie Canal and Great Lakes 
came to Wisconsin, arriving at Racine on the 8th 
of July. The previous year Mr. Fink had come 
West and purchased land in the town of Mt. Pleas- 
ant, Racine County, upon which they located. A 
partially completed log cabin was there standing, 
which during the year was finished and made a 
For twelve 
years they resided upon that farm and in that pe- 
riod the once wild land was greatly improved. 
Renting his farm in 1848, Mr. Fink and his family 
returned to New York, where they spent the sum- 
mer in visiting old friends and again viewing the 
scenes amidst which their childhood days were 
passed. On again coming to Wisconsin, Mr. Fink 
resumed farming and in 1855 bought and located 
on a farm in Somers Township, Kenosha County. 
Subsequently he purchased another improved farm 
and one of those he carried on for some years, 
but has now given them to his two sons, he, him- 
self, removing to his present home in Somers 
Township. 

Unto Mr.and Mrs. Fink were born four children: 
Albert J., who died in infancy, James H., who mar- 
ried Olivia Leonard, and is a resident farmer of 
Somers Township. He served as one of the Hun- 
dred Day men during the late war. Martha is the 
wife of Joseph F. Bishop, who is engaged in farm- 
ing in Somers Township. John W., who wedded 
Orrie J. Stonebreaker. resides in Racine. The cause 
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of education has ever found in Mr. Fink a friend | effect of injuries sustained. 


and he gave his children good advantages, thus 
fitting them for the practical duties of life. Since 
the organization of the Republican party he has 
been found among its supporters, and is a stanch 
advocate of its principles. Of the Somers Mutual 
Fire Insurance Company he is President and has 
been one of its officials since its organization. Both 
Mr.and Mrs. Fink are faithful members and active 
workers in the Somers Presbyterian Church, with 
which they have been connected since 1844. He 
is now steward, trustee, deacon and church treas- 
urer. His life has been well and worthily spent, 
devoted to the interests of his family and the cause 
of right. The Fink household is a hospitable one 
and our subject and his estimable wife are held in 
high regard by all who know them. 


1 ORENZO 


Le 


D. JONES, dealer in harness, 
saddlery, trunks and valises and vice-presi- 
dent and manager of the Kenosha Novelty 


Company, is one of the leading business men of 
Kenosha and well deserves representation in this 


volume. He was born in Pinkney, Lewis County, 
N. Y., September 18, 1860, and is a son of Paul A. 
and Minerva (Hall) Jones, who were natives of 
Jefferson County, N. Y. The father was born in 
1821, and died in 1865; the mother was born in 
1822, and was called to her final rest in 1883. 

Their marriage were celebrated in their native 
county and unto them was born nine children,six of 
whom grew to manhood and womanhood, namely 
Prudence, wife of W. D. Potter, a resident farmer 
of Lewis County, N. Y.,Sylvester B. who is en- 
gaged in the ice business in New York City; 
Willard A., a resident farmer of Jefferson County. 
N. Y.; Noel E., a farmer and general merchant of 
Lewis County, N. Y.; Charles, who follows agri- 
cultural pursuits in Jefferson Couaty; and Loren- 
20 D. of this record. The father of the family 
made farming his principal occupation but also 
engaged in other pursuits. He served as a soldier 
in the late war and died soon afterwards from the 


. 
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In his early life he 
was a supporter of the Democratic party although 
a radical opponent of slavery. Of the Baptist 
Church he was a life long member. He had the 
confidence and esteem of all who knew him and 
was a man of exemplary habits and sterling prin- 
ciples. who would rather submit to a wrong than 
have any disagreement with another. Physically 
he was a man of remarkable strength and athletic. 
While preparing to go to church to attend 
ofticial duties he dropped dead. 


his 
Mrs. Jones who 
long survived her husband, made her home with 
her daughter Prudence until her death. She too 
was a member of the Baptist Church and a lady 
of many excellencies of character. 

We see in Lorenzo D.Jones a selfmade man who at 
a tenderage had begun life’s battle for himself. 
he was early inured to hard labor, received no ad- 
vantages scarcely, educational or otherwise, and 
began work at twenty-five cents per day. He 
continued to work as a farm hand during the sum- 
mer months until sixteen years of age, while in 
the winter season he worked at.the trade of har- 
ness making. Only a boy—yet he accumulated a 
sufficient sum of money to make a payment on 
the old homestead farm of thirty-eight acres when 
fifteen years of age and at the age of seventeen 
had freed it from all debt. Afterwards, however, 
through misplaced confidence, he lost all that he 
had and was forced to begin life anew. Going 
West, he located in Bristol, Ind., where for two 
years he engaged in harness making in the em- 
ploy of John W. Trager. He was then taken sick 
with the fever and ague and went to the house of 
his uncle, P. W. Hall of Elkhorn, Wis., where he 
remained until his recovery, The following year 
was spent in the employ of Mr.English in Kenosha, 
after which he entered the employ of B. G. Blow- 
ney, a harness-maker of Waukegan, III., who 
proved to him a true and faithful friend. Mr. 
Jones remained with that gentleman for about 
six and a half years and in the meantime went to 
New York City to learn more about the difficult 
parts of his trade. He becamean expert harness 
maker and has some valuable inventions. 

On the 24th of December, 1885, Mr. Jones wed- 
ded Mary E. Cheever, who was born in the town of 
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Benton, III., and is a dunghter of H. B. and Mary 
(Simmons) Cheever. Unto them have been born 
four children, Paul Hurlburt and Clarence Homer, 
who died in infancy and Clyde L. and George Ray 
now living at the age of one and two years re- 
spectively. Both Mr, and Mrs. Jones are members 
of the Methodist Church and are well known in 
social circles, having many warm friends through- 
out the community. Socially he is a member of 
the Kenosha Lodg No. 47, A. F. & A. M., Odd Fel- 
lows fraternity, and of the Knights of Honor. 

On his return to the West, Mr. Jones went into 
business with Charles Dowst of Chicago, their 
connection continuing one year after which he 
came to Kenosha and purchased a half interest in 
the harness shop of John W. Kressen. A year 
later he bought out his partner and has since 
continued in business alone, meeting with remark- 
able success. He handles a full and complete line 
of harness and saddlery, trunks and valises and 
his store is as large as any retail establishment in 
the State. In 1890, he was instrumental in organ- 


| 
| 
| 
! 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
f 


| snow fell to the depth of six inches. 


izing what is known as the Kenosha Novelty Com- | 


pany, which manufactures saddlery specialties. 
They have established trade with a large number 
of dealers in that line and the enterprise has been 
highly successful, owing to the enterprise of Mr. 
Jones, who is vice-President and manager of the 
company. He is a sagacious and far-sighted bus- 
iness man, who by his own efforts has won success. 


1 A FAYETTE COOK, who is engaged in 
le general merchandising at Somers Station, 
AN Kenosha County, is one of the honored 
pioneers and representative citizens of that com- 
munity. A native of New York, he was born in 
Jefferson County, March 29, 1838. His father, 
Elijah Cook, was also a native of New York, born 
in 1802, and his paternal grandfather was likewise 
born in the Empire State. The latter also served 
as a soldier in the War of 1812. He was a New 
York farmer and in the State of his nativity grew 
to manhood. 

Elijah Cook spent the days of his childhood 


| survived him only about six weeks, 
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under the parental roof and when he had attained 
to mature years wedded Elvira Utley, who was also 
a native of New York, and a daughter of Alva 
Utley, a substantial farmer of Jefferson County. 
After his marriage Mr. Cook engaged in agricul- 
tural pursuits in that county for a number of” 
years and in 1846 emigrated Westward, by way of 
the Erie Canal to Buffalo and thence by way of 
the Great Lakes to Milwaukee, where with his family 
he arrived on the 24th of May, in the midst of a 
big snow storm. Although so late in the season 
With a 
sleigh Mr. Cook removed his family to Racine, 
and thence by wagon to Kenosha, where he began 
life in the West by cutting cord-wood. The fol- 
lowing year he rented a farm and as many hard- 
ships and trials were to be borne in those pioneer 
days it was some time before he could purchase 
land. After several years, however, he had accu- 
mulated some means and bought a tract of eighty 
acres in the town of Somers, which he improved 
and developed, making there a good home for his 
famil», It also continued to be his place of abode 
until his death, which occurred in 1886. His wife 
They were 
highly respected people and many friends mourned 
their loss. Our subject is the second in order of 
birth in their family of three sons and two daugh- 
ters. The eldest, Martin V. B., grew to manhood 
and was married in this county, where he engaged 
in farming fora number of years. He served for 
three years as a soldier during the late war and 
afterward removed to Racine, where he resided 
until his death. Elliott N. is a resident farmer of 
the town of Somers. Marcia died at the age of 
eighteen, and Martha died when twenty-two years 
of age. 

The first eight years of his life La Fayette Cook 
spent in his native State and then came with his 
parents to Kenosha County, Wis. With its inter- 
ests he has since been identified. Among the wild 
scenes of pioneer life he was reared to manhood 
and his educational advantages were those afforded 
by the common schools of the neighborhood. On 
the Ist of January, 1868, in Mt. Pleasant Town- 
ship, Racine County, he led to the marriage altar 
Miss Emiretta Burgess, who was born in that 


PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM. 


of the honored pioneers of Southeastern Wisconsin. 


Their marriage was celebrated by the boys in the 


neighborhood with an old-fashioned charivari, a 
custom much in vogue at that day. The young 
couple began their domestic life on the old home- 
stead and the farm was occupied by our subject 
for a number of years, 

In 1875, Mr. Cook removed to Somers Station 


and erected the first building of any kind in the | 
A station had been located | 


now thrifty village, 
there but no depot built. He built a small store- 
room and a residence and became the first mer- 
chant of the place. His stock was limited when 
he first embarked in the enterprise but his trade 
increased and in consequence his facilities were 
enlarged. 
ing and carried on the business successfully for 
thirteen years, when he sold out his stock and 


rented his buildings, removing to Palmyra, Wis., | 
in order that his children might have better edu- | 
While residing in that place 


cational advantages. 
he carried on the ice business for two years. In 


1890, he returned to Somers Station and is again | 
engaged in general merchandising, having a good 


trade. Mr. Cook also handles farm and dairy 
produce and grain and does quite a shipping busi- 
ness. He was appointed Postmaster under Presi- 
dent Cleveland’s administration and served in 
that capacity for four years, proving an efficient 
officer. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Cook have been born four daugh- 
ters: Gertie,a school teacher of recognized ability; 
Carrie, who is also well educated and teaches in- 
strumental music; Alice likewise engaged in school 
teaching; and, Lula, now attending school. The 
mother and daughters are members of the Metho- 
dist Church, While Mr. Cook is not a member he 
gives liberally of his means to the support of the 
church and to charitable and benevolent interests. 
He is a friend to all social, moral and educational 
interests and the poor and needy never go empty 
handed from his door. During the years 1863 and 
1864, Mr. Cook was a Government employe in the 
Quartermaster’s Department and was buying and 
shipping horses. During this time he travelled 
over eleven of the Southern States. Almost his 


37 


county and is n daughter of Ad Burgen, one | 


He also made an addition to the build- | 
| trials of pioneer life, 
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entire life has been passed in Kenosha RESP 
he is now one of the well-known citizens who have 
the confidence and respect of all with whom he 
comes in contact. 


WOHN H. CLAGUE, an enterprising and 
well-known farmer of Raymond Township 
| Racine County, residing on section 15, claims 


! Q Ih New York as the State of his nativity. He was 
born in the city of Utica, on the 20th of Decem- 


ber, 1840, and when a child was brought to Wis- 
consin where he has since made his home, He 
grew to manhood upon a farm near Delavan, 
where he experienced many of the hardships and 
His educational advantages 
were such as the early public schools afforded but 
reading, study and observation in subsequent 
years have made him a well informed man. He 
is not one who believes in the old-time idea that 
the farmers are the uneducated class, and keeps 
well posted on all topies of general interest. He 
was early taught habits of industry and useful- 


| ness, and after he had attained to mature years 
| was associated in 


business with his father for 
about seven years. He then turned his attention 
to agricultural pursuits; removing to a farm in 
Raymond Township, Racine County, which ‚be has 
since made his home. 

He now owns part of the old homestead, eighty 
acres of valuable land, paying to him a golden 
tribute for the care and labor he bestows upon it. 
Many good improvements are to be seen there, 
both useful and ornamental, The fields are well 
tilled and the neat appearance of the place indi- 
cates the care and attention of a good manager. 

In 1874, Mr. Clague led to the marriage altar 
Miss Mary E. Horton, their union being celebrated 
at Honey Creek. The lady is a native of the 
Empire State, and when a child, was brought to 
Wisconsin by her father, C. P. Horton, who be- 
came one of the early settlers of Racine County. 
They have a pleasant home where hospitality 
reigns supreme and their friends and acquaintances 
throughout the community are many. 
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In political sentiment, Mr. Clague is a Prohi- 
bitionist. He cast his first Presidential vote for 
Abraham Lincoln and continued to affiliate with 
the Republican party until 1884, when he sup- 
ported St. John for the Presidency. He takes 
considerable interest in political affairs, attends 
conventions of his party and does all in his power 
to advance its interests and insure its success. He 
and his wife are both consistent members of the 
Free-will Baptist Church,and contribute liberally 
of their means to its support. Since his early boy- 
hood days Mr. Clague has been a resident of the 
county, and during that time has become widely 
known. Ail with 
esteem him highly for his sterling worth, and he is 


whom he comes in contact 
regarded as a valued citizen of the community 


in which he has so long made his home. 


P OHN WALSH, who owns and operates two 
hundred and fifty acres of valuable land on 
section 24, Burlington Township, is one of 
Y the leading citizens of Irish birth in Racine 
County. He was born in County Kilkenny, Parish 
of Mooncoin, village of Poulrone, Ireland, on the 
25th of April, 1842, and is a son of Edmund and 
Judetha (Kennedy) Walsh. His parents were mar- 
ried on the Emerald Isle in 1840,and eleven years 
later came to America. They took passage on the 
vessel “Eliza Jane,’’ a two-mast brig owned by Mr. 
Knox, of Waterford, Ireland, which left harbor on 
the 1st of May, 1851, and dropped anchor in New 
York on the 10th of June. Mr. Walsh took his 
family to Brooklyn, where he worked at various 
employments, whereby he might earn an honest 
doliar until his emigration to Racine, where he 
remained until his death, which occurred in De- 
cember, 1883. His widow yet survives him and is 
living in Racine at the age of seventy-three years. 
Although well advanced in life she is still en- 
joying excellent health and the infirmities of age 
do not press heavily upon her. Eight children 


were born unto this worthy couple, the eldest of 
whom is our subject; Patrick, who was formerly 
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foreman in the Missouri Car Works, is now a gard- 
ener of St. Louis; Michael is supposed to have died 
in the army; Thomas died in Ireland; Richard is 
now Superintendent of the Sante Fe & California 
Car Wheel Works in Ft. Madison, lowa; Thomas 
is a molder in the car works of St. Louis, Mo., and 
two children, both of whom were named Mary, 
are deceased. Edmund Walsh was ever a hard- 
working man and by his sterling worth won the 
respect of all who knew him. In politics he is a 
Democrat and was a devout Catholic and his re- 
mains now rest in the Catholic Cemetery of Ra- 
cine. 

Our subject was a lad of but nine summers when 
his parents crossed the Atlantic to America but he 
can distinctly remember how the crowbar brigade 
dispossessed his parents of their home in Ireland 
and razed to the ground the house which had been 
the home of the Walsh and Kennedy families for 
several hundred years. After his arrival in Brook- 
lyn, Mr. Walsh was employed as errand boy and 
clerk until 1887, when he came with his par- 
ents to Wisconsin and with his father worked in 
Union hand. That was the 
year of the great financial panic and they barcly 
eked out au existance. His life has been a busy 
and useful one and his efforts have not been with- 
out their reward. By industry, enterprise and good 
management he acquired some capital which he in- 
vested in land and is now the owner of two hun- 
dred and fifty acres, constituting one of the best 
farms in the community. In connection with gen- 
eral farming he raises fine sheep and blooded draft 
horses. The only registered Clydesdale stock in 
the county is found on his fine farm. 

On the 13th of January, 1865, Mr. Walsh mar- 
ried Mrs. Bridget (Quirk) Gleason, daughter of 
Pierce and Mary (Cleary) Quirk, natives of the 
Green Isle of Erin. The young couple began their 
domestic life upon a farm where they yet reside 
and their union is blessed with two children, sons, 
Edward D., the elder, born December 7, 1865, is a 
graduate of the Valparaiso College and is now a 
prominent young attorney of Waukesha. Pierce 
J.. born October 12, 1867, and is still at home and 
gives his attention to farming. The father and 
sons are both Democrats in political sentiment and 


Grove as a section 


with the mother are members of the Catholic 
Church. Mr. Walsh may wel! be termed a self-made 
man for the suecess he has achieved in life is due 
entirely to his own efforts and it is not a little. 
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JOHN T. ROWLANDS, foreman of the 
foundry of the J. I. Case Threshing Machine 
Company, of Racine, was born in Anglesey, 
North Wales, on the 3d of June, 1853, and 

is a son of Richard J. and Elizabeth (Jones) Row- 
lands. His parents were natives of Anglesey, and 
in 1869, they emigrated with their family to Ame- 
rica. Coming directly to Wisconsin, they located 
on a farm near Waukesha, and from thence re- 
moved to Watertown, Jefferson County of the 
same State. Both are now deceased. The mother 
died August 30, 1884 and the father, in August, 
1891. 

The subject of this sketch came to America with 
his parents. traveling from Anglesey to Liverpool, 
England and sailing from that port on the Sth of 
July, 1869. The voyage of eleven days in a steam- 
ship “City of London“ brought them to New York, 
from whence the family came to Wisconsin as 
perviously stated. 


molder's trade and where he made his home for 
two years, after which he went to Chicago. In that 
city, he was employed with Barnum & Richardson 


and the Globe Foundry. also Crane Bros. four | 
years, with the Chicago Malleable Iron Company, | 
two years being spent in the foundry of that com- | 
pany and one and a half years as foreman of their | 
core room, six months in pattern department. In | 
1878, Mr. Rowlands came to Racine and engaged | 
with the S. Freeman & Sons Manufacturing Com- | 
Racine | 


pany. Later, he was employed at the 
Hardware Manufacturing Company’s works. In 
1880, he entered the employ of the J. L Case 
Threshing Machine Company as molder and con- 
tinued with that company for eight years and 
three months, when he established the foundry for 


Our subject passed bis youth | 
on Hugh Elias’ farm near Waukesha until 1870, | 
when he went to Watertown, where he learned the | 
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1888, and was with that company as foreman for 
two years and six months, On Thanksgiving Day 
of 1890, he again engaged with the J. I. Case 
Threshing Machine Company, accepting his pre- 
sent position as foreman of the foundry. This is 
an important department of the great threshing 
machine company and gives employment to one 


| hundred and ten men at this writing in 1891, 


On the 3d of May, 1876, in Ixonia, Jefferson 
County, Wis., Mr. Rowlands led to the marriage 
altar Miss Mary J. Humphrey, who was born in 
Ixonia, Wis., and is a daughter of Owen and Mary 
Humphrey. Three children have been born of 
their union, but Edith, the eldest, died at the age 
of six years. The living are Mabel and Elizabeth 
Inez. The parents are both members of the Welsh 
Presbyterian Church, of Racine, and in politics, 
Mr. Rowlands is a Republican. A Knight Templar 
Mason, he belongs to Belle City Lodge, No. 92, A. 
F. & A. M.; Orient Chapter, No. 12, R. A. M. and 
Racine Commandery, No. 7, K. T., all of Racine. 


| He is also a member of Beta Council, No. 2, Royal 


League and of St. David's Society, also of Racine. 
Mr. Rowlands possesses a thorough knowledge of 
his business and good executive ability, so that his 


| department of the great threshing machine works 


is managed with marked success and to the satis- 
faction of the company. As a foreman, he enjoys 
the confidence and good will of his men and asa 
citizen, he is esteemed for his integrity of character 
and courteous and genial manner. 
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NW. ENRY A. KIES is the owner of a fine farm 
' of two hundred and twenty-seven acres lo- 

7 cated on section Y, Burlington Township, 

2) Racine County. He was born on the 25th 
of August 1858, in Louisiana, and is the only child 
of Heury J. and Mary (Connorton) Kies. His 
father was a native of Germany. He was reared 
to farm life but afterwards engaged in merchan- 
dising. By nature he was a kind and genial man 
and made friends wherever he went. He was born 
September 16, 1835, and died March 6, 1864. 


the Belle City Manufacturing Company in May, | Mrs. Mary (Connorton) Kies was a native of the 
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Emerald Isle but the days of her girlhood were 
spent in this country. Both parents were mem- 
bers of the Catholic Church and they are now sieep- 
ing in the Catholic Cemetery of Burlington. After 
the death of her husband Mrs. Kies married Mr. 
Cunningham. She was born May 11, 1840, and 
died June 9,1884. 

Our subject is one of the self-made men of Ra- 
cine County. From the early age of thirteen years 
on account of the early death of his father, he had 
to make his own way in the world. Going to live 
with an uncle he worked for him as a farm hand 
until eighteen years of age and thus his educational 
advantages were very limited. Only in the winter 
season when the work of the farm had diminished, 
did he attend school, but subsequent reading and 
observation have made him well informed. He 
keeps well posted concerning all matters of general 
interest, including political affairs and is a sup- 
porter of the Democratic party, with which he has 
affiliated since casting his first Presidental vote for 
Gen. Hancock. 

On the 3d of April, 1880, Mr. Kies was joined in 
wedlock with Miss Helen Sawyer, who comes of 
one of the most prominent families of Burlington 
Township. One daughter graces their union—Lora 
A., a bright miss, now attending the Burlington 
High School. Mrs. Kies is an educated lady and 
graduated from the Burlington High School in 
1878, as a member of its first graduating class. She 
presides over her home with admirable sovial qual- 
ities and has the tact of placing her guests at their 
ease, hence the Kies household is a favorite resort 
with the many friends of our subject and his esti- 
mable wife. They rank high in the social world, 
their many excellencies of character winning them 
the warm regard of those with whom they come in 
contact. 

The home farm of Mr. Kies comprises two hun- 
dred and twenty-seven acres of valuable land, 
pleasantly situated within a mile and three quarters 
of Burlington. 
venient size that, in return for the care and culti- 
vation bestowed upon them, yield to him a golden 
tribute. The improvements seen thereon are such 
as are found on a model farm and the neat appear- 
ance of the place indicates the thrift and enterprise 


It is divided into fields of con- | 


| 
f 
| 
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of the owner. Mr. Kies has led a busy and useful 
life yet he found time to devote to public interests 
and has served his fellow-townsmen as Supervisor 
for six years and for a considerable period has 
been Road Supervisor. The faithfulness with which 
he discharges his duties of these oflices has won 
him the commendation of all concerned, 


YRON CRANE, who is engaged in general 
farming on section 4, Wheatland Township, 
5) Kenosha County, claims New York as the 
— State of his nativity. Near the village of 
Bennington, Wyoming County, was his birth place, 
and the date on which he first opened his eyes to 
the light of day was July 4, 1838. His father, 
Hiram Crane, was also born in New York, of 
Scotch parentage. By occupation he was a farmer 


and throughout the greater part of his life fol- 


lowed that business with excellent success. After 
attaining to mature years he was united in mar- 
riage with Miss Tryphena Williams, a lady of 
German descent, and by their union were born six 
children, the eldest of whom, Fernando S., is now 
deceased; Byron is the second in order of birth; 
Harriet is also deceased; Ellen is the wife of 
Joseph Lester; Morris is deceased; and Orrin isa 
stock dealer of Fillmore County, Neb. 

The subject of this sketch received the educa- 
tional advantages afforded by the district schools 
of the neighborhood, where he pursued his studies 
during the winter months, while in the summer 
season he worked upon his father’s farm. He was 
a lad of eight years when, in 1846, he accompanied 
his patents to the Territory of Wisconsin, the 
family locating in Wheatland Township, Kenosha 
County. Under the parental roof he remained 
until he had attained his majority, when he began 
life for himself, working by the month as a farm 
hand. 

On the 10th of September, 1862, Mr. Crane and 
Miss Olive, daughter of James and Bebe Williams, 
were united in marriage, and by their union have 
been born six children, namely: Clarence; Rose, 


who is now the wife of Lewis Kessler, a resident 
farmer of Walworth County, Wis.; Willie, Frank, 
Cora and Jennie. The mother of this family was 
called to her final rest on the 20th of April, 1881, 
and Mr. Crane ws: again married, his second 
union being with Miss Hallie Palmer, daughter of 
James and Lydia Palmer, who are of German 
descent. Their union has been blessed with a son 
— Walter Byron. 


In 1869, Mr. Crane was elected Justice of the | 
Peace, which position he filled for sixteen years | 


with credit to himself and satisfaction to his con- 
stituents. 
faithful officer on account of his long retention in 
that position. 
Clerk for six years and was Pathmaster for a 
number of years. The duties of each he dis- 
charged with promptness and fidelity, and no 
trust is ever reposed in him that is not faithfully 
fulfilled. He is a member of the Baptist Church, 
and in politics is an advocate of Republican prin- 
ciples. As he takes an active interest in every thing 
pertaining to the welfare of the community, Mr. 


Crane is regarded as a valued citizen, and it is | 


with pleasure that we present his sketch to the 
readers of the Asun. 


S eo 


sketch, for his settlement here dates back 
nearly half a century. He is a native of Engiand, 
his birth having occurred in Liverpool, on the 6th 


of March, 1819, his parents being John and Jane | 


Wilson. He was reared and educated in his native 
country and at the age of twenty-four years crossed 
the Atlantic to America. Coming direct to Wis- 
consin Territory, he settled in Burlington, Racine 


County, in 1842, and in June of the following year | 


was there united in marriage with Miss Sarah A. 


Heald, who was born in Camden, in the Province | 
Two sons and two daughters | 


of Ontario, Canada, 
graced their union, but only one is now living. 
Henry died in childhood at the age of six years; 
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It is readily seen that he proved a | 


He has held the office of District | 


! treasurer and continued 


| ering a period of seventeen years. 


OHN WILSON. Among the worthy pio- | 
neers of Racine County must be mentioned | 
®) the gentleman whose name heads this | 
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Charles died in infancy; Lucy is the wife of Hector 


| Workman, of Racine; and Alice died at the age of 
| six years. 
| John Wilson, now twenty-two years of age; and 


Mr. and Mrs. Workman had one son, 


have lost one, William Monroe, who died at the 


| age of fifteen years. 


Mr. Wilson continued to reside near Burlingtou 
until 1846, when he removed with his family to 
Racine, where they have since made their home. 
In the fall of 1850, he was elected Register of 
Deeds of Racine County, and served in that office 
for one term of two years, after which he accepted 
a position as head-bookkeeper in the old Bank of 
Racine, with which institution he was connected 
for some years. When the Racine Warehouse & 
Dock Company was incorporated with a capital of 
#300,000, he was chosen its first secretary and 
his connection with that 
concern until it was sold to the Milwaukee & St. 
Paul Railroad Company. Having removed to 


| Fairchance, Pa., Mr. Wilson remained about two 


years in that State and then returned to Racine and 
was in the general office of the Racine & Mississippi 
Railroad, continuing his connection with that 
company for several years. About 1875 he 
became associated with the Racine Woolen 
Mills, owned by Blake & Co.. and has con- 
tinued with that firm up to the present time, cov- 
He holds the 
responsible of head-bookkeeper and 
cashier. 

In politics. Mr. Wilson is a stanch Republican, 
but has never been in any sense an office seeker. 
With the exception of his service of two years as 
Register of Deeds, previously mentioned, he has 
held but one other office, that of 
1861. 

Mr. Wilson and his wife are members of St. Luke's 
Episcopal Church, and in early days he was a 
member of McDonald Lodge, No. 137, I. O. O. F. 
but is not now identified with the order. The 
house in which Mr. Wilson and his family reside, 
has been their home for forty-two years. When 
he bought it, it stood on Michigan Street between 
Ninth and Tenth Streets, where now roll the 
waves of Lake Michigan. To avoid the encroach- 
ment of the water, he caused the building 


position 


Alderman in 
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to be removed in 1860, to its 
location at the Southeast corner 
and Thirteenth Street. In every position in 
which he has been called to service, both public 
and private, Mr. Wilson has proved himself com- 
petent and faithful. He is an unassuming, genial 
man, who has been a close observer and possesses a 
practical knowledge of the world and of people 
beyond the average of busy men of affairs, while 
he enjoys the highest regard of all with whom he 
has had business or social relations. 


present 
of Wisconsin 
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AA OURTLAND BONES is engaged in general 
la farming and gardening on section 32, Cale- 
’ donia Township, Racine County, where he 
has made his home for a period of twenty-four 
consecutive years. To the people of the commu- 
nity he is well known and his upright life has 
secured him the confidence and regard of all. His 
career is as follows. A native of the Keystone 
State, Mr. Bones was born in Bucks County, 
July 3, 1836, and is the son of James and Eliza 
(Knight) Bones. His father was born in the city 
of Philadelphia, September 19, 1795, and lived for 
twenty years upon the grounds where the Cen- 
tennial was held. He was reared to farm life 
and ever followed that occupation in pursuit of 
fortune. The lady whom he married came of a 
family of the Society of Friends that crossed the 
ocean to Ámerica with William Penn. Mr. and 
Mrs. Bones removed to New York at the time of 
the settiement of the Black River Country, but 
subsequently returned to Bucks County, Pa., 
where our subject was born. Later they re- 
moved to Delaware and to Maryland, and in 1846 
came to Wisconsin. They went down the Ohio 
and up the Mississippi River to Galena, Ill., and 
then across the country to Racine. Mr. Bones 
rented farms for five years and then returned to 
Pennsylvania in order that his children might 
have better educational privileges. In 1851, how- 
ever, we again find him a resident of Racine 
County, and in 1867 he purchased the farm on 
which our subject now resides, making it his 
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home until 1881, when, at the age of eighty-six 
years, he passed away. The death of his wife oc- 
curred in 1860. He took a commendable interest 
in public affairs, was always found in the fore- 
most rank for the promotion of any enterprise 
calculated to benefit the community, but never 
sought public office. He was a war Democrat in 
political sentiment. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Bones were born five chil- 
dren— William, who served as Captain in the 
Twenty-second Wisconsin Infantry, died in Iowa 
soon after the close of the late war; Courtland is 
the second in order of birth; Sarah died in 1890; 
Susan died in 1886; James R. entered the service 
as a private in Company H, Twenty-second Wis- 
consin Infantry, and rose to the rank of First 
Lieutenant; he is the youngest of the family. 

Courtland Bones was a lad of ten summers 
when he first came to Racine County. Another 
decade of his life passed and he once more be- 
came a resident of Wisconsin, this time locating 
permanently. His school privileges were meagre, 
he attending .only a few months in the winter 
season for his father needed his services during 
the summer months. When eighteen years of age 
he attended a three months’ course in an academy 
in Pennsylvania. His training as a farm laborer, 
however, was not so meagre. Indeed, at a very 
early age he was inured to hard work, which has 
been his lot through much of his life. His indus- 
try and enterprise, however, have brought him 
success, and he is now numbered among the sub- 
stantial citizens of the community. He remained 
with his father until his death and on the removal 
of the family to his present farm assumed the 
management of business affairs, which he has 
since conducted. He now owns seventy-two acres 
of good land, and although he engages to some 
extent in general farming makes a specialty of 
gardening, shipping his products to the Chicago 
markets. He now has one of the best and most 
highly improved farms of Caledonia Township. 
A fine and commodious residence, tastefully fur- 
nished, is supplemented by good barns and other 
necessary Gutbuildings, and these lay in the midst 
of well-tilled fields whose neat appearance give 
evidence of the attention of a careful manager. 


An important event in the life of Mr. Bones 
occurred on the Ist of January, 1879, when he 
led to the marriage altar Miss Amelia Nield, 
daughter of James Nield, a native of England. 
Unto them have been born four children—-Lyle 
C., Philadelphia, Iva E. and Mary Emma. Millie 
died when ten months old. The eldest daughter 
was named for her maternal grandmother, Mrs, 
Philadelphia (Buckley) Nield. 

Mrs. Bones was born in Racine, August 31, 1848, 
and was the sixth in a family of eight children, 
three sons and five daughters. The father, James 
Nield, was born in Lancashire, England, in’ De- 
cember, 1815, and spent his boyhood days in his 
native land, where his education was acquired in 
the common schools. He married Miss Phila- 
delphia Buckley, a native of Lancashire, born in 
March, 1815. They emigrated to America about 
1843, crossing the Atlantic in a sailing-vessel 
from Liverpool and came directly to Racine 
County, Wis. This was five years before the ad- 
mission of the State into the Union. They bore 
the usual experiences and hardships of pioneer 
life, did their first reaping with the old-fashioned 
cradle and one of J. I. Case’s first threshing- 
machines, which Mr. Case himself operated, cut 
their first grain. In politics Mr. Nield was a 
Democrat and took an active interest in political 
affairs. He and his wife were members of the 
Church of England. His death occurred Febru- 
ary 14, 1889. and his remains were interred in 
Mound Cemetery, in Racine, where a beautiful 
monument marks his last resting-place. His wife 
still survives him and at the age of seventy-seven 
is yet hale and hearty. She oftentimes walks to 
her daughter’s home, two and a half miles from 
the city. She proved to her husband a true 
helpmate and is one of the most highly esteemed 
ladies of the community. Their home was the 
abode of hospitality, and all who knew them re- 
spected them. Their children were as follows: 
Hannah, wife of Robert Carlisle, now deceased, 
resides in Racine; Henry, who served as a sol- 
dier in the late war, married Florence Dickinson 
and is now engaged in the butchering business 
in Denver, Colo.; James is married and follows 
farming near Manon, Iowa; George married 
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Martha Griffith, a native of Wisconsin, and is an 
agriculturist of Caledonia Township; Mary is the 
wife of Wallace Ewen, a railroad engineer living 
near St. Louis, Mo.; Jane, widow of Frank 
Wright, resides in Wisconsin; Mrs. Bones is the 
next younger; Emma is the wife of John Wilson, 
a mechanic employed by the J. L Case Threshing 
Machine Company, of Racine; and Elizabeth died 
in infancy. 

Mr. Bones cast his first Presidential vote for 
Douglas in 1860. Four years later he supported 
Lincoln, and since that time has generally voted 
with the Democracy, although be does not sur- 
render his judgment to any party, believing that 
the man best qualified to fill the office should be 
supported. For two years he served as Chairman 
of the town Board of Supervisors, and the fact 
that he was re-elected indicates the fidelity 
and promptness with which he discharged his 
duties. He is a valued citizen of the commu- 
nity. held in high esteem by all who know bim, 
and is well deserving of universal respect. 


=> ’ bie 
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ALL, SHELTON L. Father, Alanson Hall, 
Town, Trumbull, Fairfield County, Conn., 

a farmer. Mother, Sophia Shelton, daugh- 

ter of Samuel Edwards. Ancestry of both large 
landholders in Fairfield County. Atan early age 
left home with an uncle, (mother’s brother) Hon. 
Samuel L. Edwards, attorney-at-law, Manlius, On- 
ondaga County, N. Y. Soon thereafter a student 
at Onondaga Hollow Academy, two years, pursuing 
a course of classical studies, preparatory for enter- 
ing college, was, however, persuaded by his uncle 
to abandon his contemplated collegiate course, and 
through his influence, by order of Chief Justice 
Savage, under the then statute, N. Y., was duly 
entered as student at law and commenced his legal 
reading iu the office of S. L. Edwards, and later, 
after three years. went West. aud settled in Rock- 
ford, Winnebago County. III. In the winter. A. 
D. 1837-38, during the session of the Illinois Legis- 
lature, went to Vandalia, then the capital of Illinois, 
Supreme Court then in session. On due applica- 
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tion to the Supreme Court was examined and en- 
rolled attorney and counselor at law and solicitor 
in chancery; remaining through the winter at the 
capital. At the request of member of House of 
Assembly (Mr. Churchill) was nominated district 
attorney Sixth Judicial District, (III.) and on joint 
ballot of the Legislature (Senate and Assembly) 
duly elected and received his commission 
Gov. Thomas Carlin. 


from 
Term two years, salary and 
cortain perquisites payable from State Treasury. 
Said judicial district embraced ten counties in 
Northwestern Illinois. ‘Two terms of court each 
year. At the expiration of first term of office was 
elected for succeeding term, two years. A. D. 
1845, returned East. In September, married 
Elizabeth P. Appleton, daughter of Gen. James 
Appleton, Ipswich, Mass. In October following, 


returned West and located at Racine, first 
eighteen months stopping at Congress Hall; 
meanwhile purchased present home locality. 


Opened law office and soon thereafter associated 
in law practice with A. C. Davidson, attorney-at- 
law, (an earlier acquaintance from Illinois) and 
who within three years after, deceased. Soon 
thereafter associated with George B. Judd, attor- 
ney-at-law, earlier from Herkimer County, N. Y. 
In connection with legal experience and profession 
was concerned in real-estate business, money-loans 
and improving somewhat his leisure hours in mak- 
ing an abstract of registry of deeds, Racine County, 
for ready and reliable reference to title of real estate 
the same being the first abstract made in this 
county. At the close of the Civil War, A. D. 1864, 
went to South Carolina to represent as agent and 
attorney the interest of D. F. Appleton, brother- 
in-law, and others, New York capitalists, in de- 
veloping Port Royal Harbor, Beaufort County, and 
in connection therefrom a railway one hundred 
and ten miles into the interior, to Augusta, Ga. 
Port Royal Harbor, for accessibility of heavier 
tonnage shipping, now the most important port 
and harbor on the South Atlantic coast, south of 


Norfolk, Va. Thus occupied since A. D. 1864, 
until within the last five years, when he re- 
turned to his early home, Racine. Family 


five children: Mary Appleton, born August 27, 


| ing at St. Paul, Minn., mother of rer children, 


deceased, A. D. 1885; James Appleton, born A. D, 
1848, when a member of sophomore class, Racine 
College, and in full vigor of health and strength, 
at the age of sixteen years, while bathing in Lake 
Michigan. was drowned; Elizabeth Shelton, born 
A. D. 1852, deceased in 1865, aged thirteen years; 
Samuel Edwards, born A. D. 1855, graduated at 
Racine College in 1877, attended Columbia Law 


| School, city of New York; admitted to the Bar of 


| City until 1882, then 


1846, married H. W. Amos, A. D. 1866, resid- In the autumn of 1873, when twenty years of age, 


New York, A. D. 1880; practiced law in New York 
removed to St. Paul, Minn., 
where he is now a resident and practicing attorney; 
married Helene S., daughter of H. S. Durand, Ra 
cine, in 1886. The youngest born, Sarah Fuller, 
A. D. 1860, deceased 1865. 
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== DWARD GEORGE, one of the successful 
- and enterprising young farmers of Paris 
AG Township, Kenosha County, residing on 
section 33, is a native of the south of Wales. He 
was born on the 18th of October, 1853, and is the 
second in a family of seven children, whose parents 
were Edward and Mary (Jones) George. They 
were also natives of Wales. The father was reared 
as a farmer and followed agricultural pursuits 
throughout his entire life. He died in 1871, at the 
age of forty-three years, his birth having occurred 
April 6, 1828. Mrs. George still survives her 
husband and is yet living in England. Of their 
four sons and three daughters, James is a resident 
of Salem Township, Kenosha County; Edward is 
the next younger; Anna is the wife of Frank Har- 
vey, a horse dealer, of England; John is a carpen- 
ter and joiner and resides in the same country; 
Lizzie is the wife of David Rogers, a canvasser, 
whose home is in England; Mary is the wife of 
Harry Lawrence, who is engaged in railroading in 
England; and Thomas H., the youngest of the 
family, resides in Chicago, being an employe of 
the Chicago and Northwestern Railroad Company. 

Our subject spent the days of his boyhood and 
youth in his native land and was there educated. 


f 


he sailed from Liverpool on the steamer “Spain,” 
which touched port in New York. 


sided, devoting his energies to farming and stock 
raising. He is one of the representative and in- 
dustrious farmers of the community, and in return 
for his care and cultivation the land which he 
operates yields to him a golden tribute. 

Five years after his arrival, on the 16th of Oc- 
tober, 1878, Mr. George was joined in wedlock with 
Miss Anna L. Williams, a native of Kenosha 


County, who was educated in the common-schools | 
She is the only child of Daniel and | 


and in music. 


Jane Williams. Their union has been blessed with 


one child, a son, Alfred Daniel, who is now eight | 


years of age. The family holds a high position in 
social circles and the parents are widely and favor- 
ably known throughout the community, being 


classed among the best citizens of Paris Township. | 
In politics Mr. George is an advocate of Demo- | 
cratic principles and cast his first Presidential vote 


for Hon. S. J. Tilden. He has served as school 
treasurer for about ten years, but has never been 
an Office seeker, preferring to devote his entire time 
and attention to his business interests. 
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ON. CHARLES FREDERICK BLISS, who 


is now living a retired life, is a pioneer of | 


Racine of 1848, and for many years he was 

prominently identified with the business 
interests of the city. He was born in Baden, Ger- 
many, on the 27th of December, 1817, and is a son 
George and Sybella (Bliss) Bliss. His parents were 
born in the same country as their son and the 
father died in 1833, when our subject was a lad of 
sixteen years. The year following his death, 


Charles F. in company with his mother and sister, | 


crossed the Atlantic to America, landing in New 
York in 1834, whence they went to Huron, Huron 
County, Ohio, where the mother died the follow- 
ing year. 


Soon after, Mr. Bliss and his sister removed to | 


the State of New York, and after spending a few 
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| years in Buffalo, they went to Rochester, and made 
He did not | 
tarry long in the East, however, but came at once | 
to Kenosha County, Wis., where he has since re- | 


that city their home. Mr. Bliss had partially 
learned the baker’s trade in the old country and 
he sought and found employment in that line of 
work. Subsequently, he learned the cooper’s trade 
in the town of Rush, Monroe County, N. Y., where 
he also learned the carpenter’s trade and was em- 
ployed at times in both occupations. The sister 
married Bernard Klein, a carpenter of Buffalo, with 
whom she came to Racine in 1848, and here her 
death occurred in 1870. She was a woman of 
superior mental endowment and graces of person. 
The month of October, 1848, witnessed the arrival 
of our subject in Racine, where he embarked in the 
bakery and confectionery business and also engaged 
in the manufacture of soda water and small beer. 
He continued the former business until 1875, when 
he sold out in that line but carried on the manu- 
facture of soda water some six or eight years 
longer. 

On the 25th of October, 1841, in the city of 
Buffalo, N. Y., Mr. Bliss was united in marriage 
with Miss Catherine Elizabeth Close, a native of 
Bavaria, born near the Rhine, on the 15th of July, 
1817. In 1832, she came to America with her par- 
ents, Jacob and Catherine (Morningstar) Close, 
the family settling in Buffalo. Both her father 
and mother are now deceased. Five children have 


| been born to Mr. and Mrs. Bliss as follows: Mary 
| Jane, now the wife of Louis C. Klein, of Racine; 


George Seymour, who married Nellie Packard and 
is a member of the firm of Fellows & Bliss, of Ra- 
cine, dealers in wood and coal; Caroline, now the 
wife of William H. Lingsweiler, of Racine; Charles 
W., who died April 26, 1878, at the age of twenty- 
seven years; Amelia Catherine, wife of George L. 
Eddy, who is now employed in the office of the J. 
I. Case Threshing Machine Company. 

Mrs. Bliss is a member of St. Paul’s German 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, of Racine. In poli- 
tics, Mr. Bliss is a Democrat and has been called 
upon to fill several positions of honor and trust. 
He was elected and served as a member of the Ra- 
cine County Board of Supervisors one term, was 
Alderman for two terms, in 1873 and 1874 and was 
elected to the Wisconsin Legislature as the Repre- 
sentative from his district in 1874, and again the 
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following year, during which time he served on 
several important committees. Socially, he isa 
prompt Odd Fellow and Mason, holding member- 
ship with Germania Lodge, No. 70, I. O. O. F.; 
Racine Lodge, No. 8, A. F. & A. M.; Orient Chap- 
ter, No. 12, R. A. M. and Racine Commandery, No. 
7,K. T. He was Treasurer of the Masonic societies, 
with which he is connected for thirteen years and 
proved a correct and reliable officer. 

For forty-three years Mr. Bliss has been a resi- 
dent of the Bell City and has been prominently 
identified with ¡ts business, official and social af- 
fairs. His duties as a public officer have been dis- 
charged with ability and fidelity; his record as a 
business man is above reproach, while socially, he 
has been a favorite in the orders to which he be- 
longs. He is now living in quiet retirement in the 
enjoyment of a well earned competence and finds 
plenty of exercise in the care of his two-acre tract 
of land devoted to garden and small fruits. The 
home where he and his estimable wife are passing 
their declining years, is picturesquely situated on 
an elevation commanding a fine view of Root 
River and an important extent of the city. 


0% W. EDDY, who is engaged in general 


farming on section 25, Wheatland Town- 
Sf ship, Kenosha County, is a native of the 
Empire State. He was born in Orleans County N. 
Y., on the 12th of April, 1838, his parents being 
Willard and Hannah (Boies) Eddy. The family 
was founded in this country in early Colonial days. 
The grandparents of our subject, Esic and Annie 
(Cutler) Eddy, were both natives of Connecticut, 
where they were also married and reared a family 
of seven children. Inan early day they emigrated 
to New York, locating in Erie County, where they 
spent their remaining days. Mr. Eddy was a 
blacksmith by trade, and his wife added not a lit- 
tle to their income by weaving. 

Willard Eddy, father of our subject, was born in 
Greenfield, N. Y., July 23, 1800, and remained 
with his parents until his thirty-second year, when 
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in 1831, on the 25th of August, he was united in 
marriage in Boston, Erie County, N. Y., with Miss 
Hannah Boies, a native of Crafton, N. H., born 
July 14, 1816. Her parents were James and Han- 
nah (Cheeney) Boies, and they were natives of the 
Granite State, and of English and Irish extraction. 
The year 1825 witnessed their removal to New 
York, where Mr. Boies followed farming and basket 
making. Unto the parents of our subject were 
born nine children 9s follows: Anna, wife of John 
Turner, of Langlade County, Wis.; Oscar, who died 
February 1, 1873; Adeline; Ozro, of this sketch; 
Orlando, who died in infancy; Allen, who died 
December 18, 1868; Ozias and Elmira, both of 
whom died in infancy; and Alma, now the wife of 
Charles Hubbard, of Topeka, Kan. In 1843, the 
parents of this family emigrated to Southport, now 
Kenosha, Wis., with a horse-team, and after twenty- 
four days of travel, located in Brighton Township, 
where they remained one summer. On the 10th of 
December, 1843, they took up their residence on 
the farm which is now the home of our subject. It 
was then a wild and unimproved tract of land for 
the county was almost in its primitive condition. 
Indians were still numerous in the neighborhood, 
there were many wolves and deer and other game 
to be had in abundance. Willard Eddy was not 
long permitted to enjoy his new home, his death 
occurring May 20, 1847. He was laid to rest 
in Brighton Cemetery, where a marble slab marks 
his last resting place, erected by his loving wife, 
who still survives him and now finds a pleasant 
home with our subject. In political sentiment Mr. 
Eddy was a supporter of Whig principles, and in 
religious belief was a Universalist. His wife is a 
member of the Free-Will Baptist Church. 

Our subject was early inured to farm labor, and 
at an early age assumed the management of the 
old homestead, to the cultivation and improve- 
ment of which he yet devotes his attention. He 
is recognized as one of the leading farmers of the 
community, and his reputation 1s well deserved. 
He left home in the year 1864, when he was 
drafted for service in the late war for one year. 
He became a member of Company A, Eighteenth 
Wisconsin Infantry, and served until the cessation 
of hostilities. He participated in the battle of 


time of his discharge in Washington, on the 2d of | 


June, 1865. 
On the 10th of March, 1873, Mr. Eddy was 


joined in wedlock with Miss Mary Potter, who was | 
born in Lake County, Ill., August 14, 1851, and is | 
a daughter of George and Matilda (Brown) Pot- | 


ter, who are of English and Irish extraction. Six 


children graced their union, of whom five are yet | 


living: Mamie, born July 18, 1875; Willie O., July 


26, 1878; Clara E., November 20, 1880; Ernest G., | 


August 23, 1882; and Ralph II., September 29, 
1888. The second child died in infancy. These 


children and their parents constitute one of the | 
well-known families of the community and one | 


which is held in high regard. 
In his political affiliations Mi. Eddy is a Repub- 


lican, and a stanch advocate of the party princi- | 
went to Chicago, but spent only two months in 
| that city. 


ples. He has been honored with the office of Con- 
stable, in which position he served for nine years 
and for sixteen years has been Justice of the Peace, 
being the present incumbent. His long retention 
in those offices indicates the promptness and efti- 
ciency in which he discharges the duties, else he 
would not have been re-elected. He is a worthy 
representative of one of the honored pioneers of 
the county and his residence here covers a period 
of almost half a century. 
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ILLIAM GATES, a farmer and one of the 
leading citizens of Rochester ‘Township, 

Racine County, residing on section 4, 

claims Vermont as the State of his nativity. Cale- 


donia County, was the place of his birth, and the | 


date was February 11, 1815. His parents were 
Ezra and Lizzie (Whitehill) Gates, and the family 


is of Scotch descent. They had eight children, | 


four sons and four daughters, as follows: William, 


John, Lizzie, Nancy, Moses, Mary, Maria and Ne- | 
The father was a blacksmith by trade, 

| incumbent, having held it for thirty-one consecu- 
He died in the Green Mountain State in | 


hemiah. 
and followed that occupation throughout his en- 
tire life. 
1832, and his wife, who survived him for many 
years, was called to her final rest in 1863. 


| the age of thirteen years. 


They | 


knew them. 

Our subject spent the days of his boyhood and 
youth in the State of his nativity, and attended 
the district schools of Vermont, where he acquired 
his primary education, which has been supple- 
mented by reading and experience, he thus becom- 
ing a well-informed man. With his father he 
learned blacksmithing and also learned the trade 
of a carpenter. In the spring of 1839, when a 
young man of twenty-four years, he left Vermont 
with the determination to try his fortune in the 


West, believing that a new country furnished bet- 


ter opportunities for ambitious young men. Ile 
therefore journeyed toward the setting sun, and 
took up his residence in Marshall, Calhoun County, 
Mich., where he remained until the fall of the same 
year, working at the carpenter's trade. He then 


We next find him in Plainfield, III., 
where he resided until February, 1840, when he 


| came to Racine County, Wis., taking up his resi- 


dence in Rochester Township. Here he has since 
made his home, and in all these years has never 
had occasion to regret his choice of a location. 

The lady who is now Mrs, Gates, bore the maiden 
name of Maranda Fowler. By the union of this 
worthy couple were born two children, but the son, 
John, who was born in 1841, died in 1855, at the 
The daughter, Louisa, 
is now the wife of B. F. Hewitt, one of the promi- 
nent farmers of Rochester ‘Township. 

On coming to Racine County, Mr. Gates worked 
in different mills for about five years, at the ex- 
piration of which time he purchased the farm upon 
which he now makes his home. It is an eighty- 
acre tract of land on section 4, and his care and 
labor has placed it under a high state of cultiva- 
tion, making it to yield a golden tribute as the re- 
ward for his efforts. He has never taken any ac- 
tive part in public affairs, vet few have as long 
held the office of Assessor as our subject, who wrs 
elected to that position in 1860, and is the present 


tive years. Nothing more need be said of his 
faithfulness as the statement of that fact plainly 
indicates the promptness and fidelity with which 
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he has discharged his duties. By his ballot he sup- 
ports the Republican party, and socially is a mem- 
ber of the Odd Fellows fraternity, belonging to the 
lodge in Rochester. He has lived an upright and 
honorable life and the confidence of the entire 
community is accorded him, together with the 
warm regard of many friends. 


|! BRAHAM BAKER is one of the honored 
I pioneers and well-known citizens of Ra- 
| N 
/ 


| & eine County, now living a retired life in 
y Frankville, is a native of England. He 
was born in the county of Cornwall on the 
14th of February, 1815, and is a son of Abraham 
Baker, who was also born in Cornwall and was 
there reared to manhood in the usual manner of 
farmer lads. When he had attained to mature years 
he was united in marriage with Miss Margaret 
Hogler and unto them were born a family of eleven 
children, ten of whom came to this country. It 


rS 


was in 1842 that Mr. Baker, accompanied by his | 
wife and children erossed the Atlantic to Canada, | 


where he died a short time afterward. His widow 
then came on to Racine County, settling in Mt. 
Pleasant Township, whence she afterward removed 
to Raymond Township where she died at the home 
of one of her children. 

Our subject has no brothers and only one sister 
now living—Mrs. Edwards who makes her home 
in Michigan. He was reared to manhood in his 
native land, the days of his boyhood and youth 


being passed in the home of his grandfather. As | 


his services were needed upon the farm his educa- 
tional advantages were very limited, but by read- 
ing and observation in later years he has become 
a well-informed man. The year succeeding the 
arrival of the family in Canada he bade good-bye 
to home and friends and sailed for America. Soon 
after reaching his destination he located in Racine 
County and purchased seventy-five acres of land 
in Mt. Pleasant Township,where he made his home 
for twenty-one years. Farming has been his prin- 
cipal occupation through life and by his industrious 
and energetic efforts he has acquired a considerable 


competence. He may truly be called a self-made 
made man for by his own efforts, his perseverance 
and good management he gained the property 
which now enables him to throw aside all business 
cares and live a retired life, enjoying the fruits of 
former toil. 

Ere he left his native land Mr. Baker was united 
in marriage with Miss Elizabeth Rowe, but this 
companion of his life’s journey was called to her 
final home twenty years ago, her death having oc- 
curred in June, 1871. But two children of their 
family are now living—George, who is engaged in 
farming in Union Township and John who carries 
on agricultural pursuits in Yorkville Township. 

In politics Mr. Baker advocates the principles 
of Democracy and generally votes with that party 
but always attempts to support men of principle 
and should he so desire he gives his allegiance to 
other candidates, not considering himself bound 
by party ties. He supported both Lincoln and 
Garfield for the Presidency. He is well known as 
one of the pioneer settlers of Racine County, 
where for forty-eight years he has made his home 
and been identified with its best interests. He has 
watched with commendable pride its growth and 
upbuilding and may well claim a share of the 
honor to himself as he aided in its development 
and never refused his aid to a worthy enterprise. 
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ENRY M. HULETT, an early settler and 
journalist of Racine, was born in Rochester, 
AA N.Y., on the 5th of December, 1829, and 

KO) was a son of John and Almira (Loder) 
Hulett. By trade, he was a printer and in 1848, 
he came to Racine. His first work in this city was 
in the office of the Old Oaken Bucket, published 
by Sterling P. Rounds, who was afterward govern- 
ment printer. In company with John Harrison in 
1856, he established the Racine Daily and Weekly 
Journal, business being conducted under the firm 
name of Hulett & Harrison, but was subsequently 
sold out to J. A. Carswell. The Racine Daily Journal 
was the first daily paper started in Racine. Some 


, years afterward Mr. Hulett went to Denver, Colo., 
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and e the pS ot the Rocky Mount- | 


ain News, after which he returned to the States 
and spent some twenty years in business in Lake 
City and Minneapolis, Minn. His death occurred 
in Chicago in July, 1884. In politics, he was a 
Democrat. 

On the 4th of November, 1852, in Racine, Mr. 
Hulett was joined in wedlock with Miss Mary S. 
Cary, daughter of B. B. Cary, who is represented 
on another page of this volume. 
born in Sterling, Cayuga County, N. Y., and in 
1835 came with her parents to Racine, where she 
still makes her home. Three sons and one daugh- 
ter were born to Mr. and Mrs. Hulett as follows: 
John Cary, the eldest, married Miss Alithea Pur- 
vis and resides in Joliet. III.; Helen L. is the wife 
of Harry Morris, a resident of Racine; Edward M. 
wedded Mary Mallon and makes his home in 
Minneapolis; Charles B. was united in marriage 
with Beth Scholenberg and is a partner of Mr. 
Morris in the plumbing business at Racine. Mrs. 
Hulett is a member of the First Presbyterian 
Church of this city and is one of the very few sur- 
viving pioneers of Racine County of 1835. She is 
held in high regard by those who know her as was 
also her husband. 
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who was 

one of the leading citizens of Racine 
County, was born in Cuyahoga County, 

Ohio, April 1, 1816,and was a brother 

of Mrs. Harrison Doud, whose sketch appears 
elsewhere in in this work. His early life was spent 
in the county of his nativity, and during his 
boyhood no event of special importance occurred. 
After attaining to muture years he was joined 
in wedlock on the 5th of February, 1838, with 
Miss Susan Emmons, who was born in North 
Ridgeville, Lorain County, Ohio, March 28, 1816, 
and is a daughter of Chauncey and Charlotte 
(Porter) Emmons, of Litchfield, Conn. The year 
1814 witnessed their emigration to Ohio, and saw 
them located upon a farm, to the cultivation and 
improvement of which, Mr. Emmons devoted his 


The lady was. 


makes her home. 


time and attention AA the TR 
of his life. He died in 1873, having survived his 
wife about twelve years, for her death had occurred 
in 1861. They were parents of nine children as 
follows: Beecher, a farmer, of Macon County, Mo.; 


| Marilla, widow of A. Brandenburg, of Ingham 


County, Mich.; Caroline, widow of J. F. Hall, of 
New York; Susan, widow of our subject; Edmund, 
deceased; Lorin, whose home is in Lorain County, 
Ohio, Harlow and Spencer, deceased. 

Not long after their marriage, Mr. Brainerd and 
his wife accompanied by the family of Harrison 
Doud, came to Wisconsin with the view of trying 
their fortune on the broad prairies of the West, 
and located upon the farm where his widow now 
They endured all the hardships 
and privations of pioneer life, such as living ina 


log cabin, going long distances to market, per- 


forming the arduous task of developing wild land, 
etc. The home of this worthy couple was blessed 
by the presence of two sons. Chauncey, the elder, 
was married on the 13th of July, 1868, to Hannah 
Fratt, who was born in Albany, N. Y., December 
11, 1843,and is a daughter of Isaac and Elsie 
(Vanwermer) Fratt. The family is of English 
extraction. Three children grace this union— 
Lorin, Isma and Ray. In politics Chauncey 
Brainerd is a supporter of Republican principles. 
Harlow, the younger son, was married February 
21, 1868, to Sarah Amend, daughter of Sebastian 
and Margaret (Westrich) Amend. She died Jan- 
uary 17, 1871, leaving one daughter, Alice F., who 
was born September 29, 1869. On the 8th of 
"ebruary, 1880, Harlow Brainerd was joined in 
wedlock with Emma Brainerd, daughter of Elmer 
and Beulah (Brainerd) Brainerd. They now re- 
side in Escanaba, Mich., where he is engaged in the 
lumber trade. 

David Brainerd was a well known and enter- 
prising farmer in this community and his death, 
which occurred April 23, 1890, was mourned by 
many warm friends, He was laid to rest in Bur- 
lington Cemetery and the sympathy of the com- 
munity was extended his family. In political 
sentiment he was a supporter of Republican prin- 
ciples, and was a member of the Universalist 
Church. His widow, who isa most estimable lady, 
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still survives her husband and is ving on the old 
homestead with her elder son. The family is one 
of worth, and both mother and sons have the 
warm regard of many 
community. 
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EORGE L. ALEXANDER, M. D., a prac- 
ticing physician of Rochester, Wis., has the 
honor of being a native citizen of Racine 
County. He was born on the 13th of January, 
1865, in Raymond Township, 
children who were born unto Newell and Caro- 
line (Ferris) Alexander. His mother was a native 
of Canada and was of Scotch descent. The father 


and is one of seven 


of our subject came to Wisconsin in 1852, taking | 


up his residence in Raymond Township, Racine 
County, where he purchased land, embarked in 
farming and made his home until 1892, when he 
removed to Rochester. He exercises his 
franchise in support of Democratic principles and 


the Alexander family Addie, the eldest, is now the 
wife of George Hay, a resident farmer of Ray- 
mond Township; Nellie, who died May 25, 1891, 


at the age of twenty-nine years, her remains being | 


interred in the Raymond Cemetery, was the wife 
of Bertram George; 
of birth; Chester N. is a manufacturer of tile and 
brick, residing in Waukegan, III.; May is yet at 
home; Allison engages in teaching school; and 
Ernest is still under the parental roof. 

Our subject acquired his primary education in 
the district schools of the neighborhood, which he 
attended until fourteen years of age, when he en- 
tered the schools of Delavan, Wis, where he pur- 
sued his studies for two years. Having determined 
to engage in the practice of medicine, he then en- 
tered the oftice of Dr. J. P. Webster, of Delavan, 
under whose direction he studied until 1885, when 
on the Ist of September, of that year, he entered 


the Hahnemann Medical College, of Chicago, from | order to retrieve his lost possessions sailed for 


which institution he was graduated with honors in 


the Class of 88. Soon afterward, Dr. Alexander 


climate. 
friends throughout this | 
| still makes his home. 


| husband. 
| child, Leroy, 


| standing. Socialiy, 
is a member of the Congregational Church. Of | 


George L. is the third in order | 


in Yorkshire, 


PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM. 


| practice of his chosen sci: However, he re- 


mained there only a short time on account of the 
Returning to the county of his nativity, 
he soon afterward located in Rochester, where he 


The Doctor was united in marriage on the 29th 
of February, 1888, with Estelle Stewart, daughter 


| of William W. and Sarah Stewart, of Washington, 


Kan. Her parents are natives of the Empire State 
and are of Scotch descent. Mrs. Alexander also 
studied medicine, fitting herself for the practice of 
that profession and was graduated from the Hah- 
nemann Medical College in the same class as her 
Their union has been blessed with one 
who was born on the 14th of May, 
1889. The young couple have a wide acquain- 
tance in Rochester and rank high in social circles. 

Since locating in Rochester the Doctor has built 
up an excellent practice and his skill and ability 


well entitle him to a liberal patronage. He isa 


close student of his profession and already ranks 
right of | 


among his professional brethren of many years’ 
the Doctor is a member of Tem- 
ple Lodge, No. 192, A. F. & A. M., and in politics is 
a Democrat. A worthy representative of one of the 


| early and prominent families of Racine County, he 


well deserves mention in this volume and it is 
with pleasure that we record his sketch. 


A RS. RICHARD FLETCHER, who resides 

on section 18, Raymond Township, is a 
representative of one of the early families 

of Racine County, where she has long 
resided. Her parents, Joseph and Lydia (Brooks) 
Dawson, were natives of England. the former born 
the latter in Cheshire. Her father 
was acloth finisher and also became a wholesale 
merchant. He was quite successful in his business 
for some time but at length met reverses and in 


America, believing that in this country he could 
better begin life anew. He crossed the Atlantic in 


went to Hammond, Ind., and entered upon the 1842 and from the Government purchased two 
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hundred acres of land in Racine County, Wis., | and he was a faithful supporter of war measures. 


upon which his son, James Dawson, yet resides. 
He was quite successful in his business undertakings 
and at his death left a good property. In politics 
he was a Democrat and in religious belief a Con- 
gregationalist, being for thirty years a prominent 
member of the church in Raymond. He died on 
the old home farm in 1873, at the age of seventy- 
four years and his death was mourned by many 
friends throughout the community. 

Martha Dawson. the subject of this sketch, was 
one of twelve children, of whom only four are now 
living. The days of her maidenhood were passed 
in her native land and at the age of nineteen she 
came to Racine County, Wis., where she was em- 
ployed in the homes of different farms in the 
neighborhood for a time. Jn 1847, she became the 
wife of Richard Fletcher, who was born in Liver- 
pooi, Lancastershire, England, in 1815, and when 
a young man came to America in 1841, crossing 
the Atlantic in the same vessel in which the Daw- 
son family were passengers. Purchasing land from 
the government on section 18, Raymond Town- 
ship, the young couple began their domestic life 
upon that farm. At the time of his purchase it 
was covered with brush which had to be cleared 
away ere crops could be planted. He carried on 
the work of developement and improvement until 
he was the owner of a valued farm of hundred and 
twenty acres which yielded to him a golden tribute 
for the care and labor he bestowed upon it. 

The union of Mr. and Mrs. Fletcher was graced 
by three children, a son and two daughters—Mary 
is the wife of Thomas Jacobson. of La Crosse, Wis.; 
Ellen T., residing at home, is the widow of. Theo- 
dore Stevenson, who died leaving twe children; 
John Henry operates the farm. The children 
were all born and reared on the old homestead 
and were educated in the public schools. 

Mr. Fletcher was a prominent citizen of this 
community and always took an active part in its 
upbuilding and advancement. In political senti- 
ment he was a Republican and one of the stanch 
advocates of the party principles. As he wasa 
cripple and could not enter his country’s service 
during the late war he sent a man in his stead. 
His sympathies were ever with the Government 


A poor boy he began life, but round by round 
climbed the ladder of success until he had reached 
the height of prosperity. He left to his family a 
good home and property which are as monuments 
to his thrift and industry. He died May 22, 1883, 


at the age of sixty-seven years, respected by all 


who knew him. 

Mrs. Fletcher still resides on the old homestead 
and is a lady of many excellencies of character, 
being held in high regard by a large circle of 
friends and acquaintances. When Milwaukee was 
a village she joined the Congregational Church in 
that place and for many years has been connected 
with the society, her membership being now with 
the Raymond Church. Her son, John Henry 
Fletcher, now operates the home farm and ın its 
management displays excellent business ability. 
He is regarded as one of the enterprising young 
men of the community and a successful farmer. 
As a citizen he is true to all his duties and his aid 
and support are never withheld from any worthy 
objects. In politics he follows in the footsteps of 
his father and as every true American citizen should 
do keeps himself well informed concerning the 
issues of the day. 


ester Township, Racine County, residing 
on section 9, claims Ohio as the State of 
his nativity. his birth having occurred in Hopkins- 
ville, Warren County. Ohio, on the 29th of April, 


fer H. DALTON, a farmer of Roch- 


1854. His father. Michael, was born in Ireland, 
and his mother, Jane (Eagle) Dalton was a native 
of England, and in their family were eight chil- 
dren, namely: Thomas, who is now a resident of 
Louisville, Ky.; James, deceased; Kate, wife of 
J. P. Farr. a resident farmer of Adams County; 
William H.. of this sketch; Walter W., who is liv- 
ing in Rock County. Wis., Caroline, Minnie and 
Edwin F., deceased. 

The father of this family was a man of superior 
intelligence and a ripe scholar. He came to Amer- 
ica in 1835, locating first in New York City,where 
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he secured a position as teacher, in the grammar 
department of the public schools of that city, 
which position he filied for two years. He then 
purchased a ferry boat that plied between New 
York City and Brooklyn, and to that business de- 
voted his time and attention until 1847. He now 
changed his place of residence, removing to Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, where he opened a meat market and 
continued operations in that line for about nine 
years or until 1856, when he again journeyed 
westward, locating in Allen’s Grove, Walworth 
County, Wis. At that place he engaged in con- 
tracting and building fences for the Chicago and 
Northwestern Railroad Company during the sum- 
mer months and in the winter season bought grain. 
In the year 1871 be purchased a farm and turned 
his attention to agricultural pursuits. On the 26th 
of December, 1872, while at the Union Depot in 
Chicago, he was accidentally killed by the cars. 
His remains were taken back to Allen’s Grove and 
interred in the cemetery at that place. 
death the community lost a good citizen. He was 
a Democrat in politics and took a great interest in 
the success and growth of the party. 
relations he was a Mason. 

The subject of this sketch, William H. Dalton, 
was well fitted for the duties of life by a practical 
business education. He remained under the paren- 
tal roof until twenty-two years of age, when he 
left home and commenced work for himself, turn- 
ing his attention to agricultural pursuits, which he 
has since followed. He is now engaged in farming 
in Rochester Township and in return for the care 
and cultivation bestowed upon his land he reaps a 
golden tribute. As a companion and helpmate on 
life’s journey, Mr. Dalton chose Miss Kittie M. 
Hoyt, daughter of Frank and Eunice (Emerson) 
Hoyt, prominent people of Rochester Township. 
Their marriage was celebrated on the 29th of April, 
1879, and by their union have been born three 
children, two sons and a daughter, all yet at home: 
Frank Hoyt, Thomas Walter and Eunice Jane. 

Our subject has followed in the political foot- 
steps of his father and supports the Democracy by 
his ballot. As every true American citizen should 
do, he feels an interest in political affairs, yet has 


In his 


In his social 


| 
| 


never sought or desired the honors or emoluments | Gronquist and Miss Louise Wogman, who was 
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Dalton esteem him bighly for his sterling worth 
and he and his estimable wife have many warm 
friends throughout this community. 


A en 


1 boots and shoes in Kenosha, deserves 

representation in this volume among the 
leading business men of the city and also among 
those who by their own efforts have made their 
way in the world. He claims Sweden as the land 
of his birth, being a son of John P. Gronquist, 
who is now deceased. The father was a goldsmith 
by trade, and he and his wife were members of the 
Lutheran Church. In their family were three chil- 
dren—Frederick, a native of Stockholm, Sweden, 
who is now living a retired life, Charles J., of this 
sketch; and Wilhelmina, now deceased. 

The subject of this sketch first opened his eyes 
to the light of day on the 6th of March, 1834. 
The educational advantages, which he received, 
were those afforded by the common schools of his 
native land. In Sweden, he learned the trade of 
shoemaking, which he followed there for some 
years. At length he determined to seek a home 
in the New World, and on the 4th of July, 1865, 
sailed for America. Landing in New York, -he 
went at once to Chicago, where he worked at shoe- 
making until August 14, 1867. On that day he 
landed in Kenosha, where he has since made his 
home and for nineteen years he was in the employ 
of the pioneer boot and shoe dealer, Mr. Lyman, 
serving in the capacity of foreman. In 1887, he 
began business for himself and has met with sig- 
nal success. The public had learned to know him 
during his long service with Mr. Lyman, and was 
ready to give him its -confidence and patronage. 
By fair dealing and courteous treatment of his pat- 
rons he bas worked up an excellent trade and is 
now numbered as one of the well-to-do citizens of 
Kenosha. 

A marriage ceremony performed on the 28th of 
November, 1867, united the destinities of Mr. 


, ARLES J. GRONQUIST, manufacturer of 
G 
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born in Sweden, December 1, 1841, and was a 
daughter of Charles Wogman. Their union has 
been blessed with one child, Louise Wilhelmina, 
who was born July 8, 1874, and is now an accom- 
plished young lady. By his ballot Mr. Gronquist 
supports the Republican party, but has never been 
an office-seeker. Socially, he holds membership 
with the Masonic fraternity and Odd Fellows so- 
ciety, He is a man of benevolent disposition, ever 
ready to help in any good cause, and is a public 
spirited and progressive citizen who takes an ac- 
tive interest in everything pertaining to the wel- 
fare of the community and its advancement. In 
connection with his other business, Mr. Gronquist 
also represents the steamship companies as agents. 
He assisted in establishing the second Swedish jour- 
nal ever published in Chicago. 
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| NDREW J. DAVISON, deceased, was born 
in Norwich, N. Y., November 13, 1814, 
and wasason of George W. and Mary 
@) (Carter) Davison. His father was a shoe- 
maker by trade, and in an early day removed to 
Ft. Erie, Canada, where he worked at his chosen 
vocation and also engaged in farming. Later he 
went to Erie, Pa., where he purchased a small 
farm and engaged in its cultivation for several 
years. Subsequently he took up bis residence in 
Buffalo, where he and his wife spent the remainder 
of their lives. His death occurred in 1854, and 
his wife was called to her final restin 1831. They 
reared a family of six suns—Archibald, William 
C., John P., Benjamin F., Cordillo and Andrew, 
all of whom, save the eldest, were sailors, and all 
are now deceased. l 
The subject of this sketch acquired his educa. 
tion in the common-schools, and when a youth 
learned the shoemaker’s trade with his father. At 
the age of eighteen he became a sailor and fol- 
lowed a seafaring life during the summer season, 
while in the winter he engaged in shoe-making until 
1838. In that year he first set foot on Wisconsin 
soil. He went to Chicago and thence walked 
to Milwaukee, in order to look up Government 
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land. He came to Paris Township, Kenosha 
County, and here located one hundred and sixty 
acres of raw prairie, after which he returned to 
Milwaukee on foot und entered the same from the 
Government. lle then again went to Chicago, 
returned to Buffalo, N. Y., and 
spent the four succeeding years of bis life on the 
lakes, 

On the 2ist of May, 1843, in Chautauqua 
County, N. Y., Mr. Davison led to the marriage 
altar Miss Caroline G. Wagner, who was born Jan- 
uary 4, 1823, and is a daughter of William M. and 
Hannah (Camp) Wagner, both of whom were na- 


whence he 


The former was of Holland 
extraction and the latter of Scotch descent. Their 
family numbered five children—Mary L., wife of 
John P. Davison; Caroline, wife of our subject; 
Wilson W., now deceased; Merlin M., a prominent 
farmer of Parsons, Kan.; and Annie E., wife of 
Myron M. Montague, an agriculturist of Chautau- 
qua County, N. Y. The parents died in that 
county, the father in 1885, and the mother in 
1879. 

Mr. Davison continued to follow the sea until 
the July following his marriage, when he came to 


tives of Connecticut. 


Wisconsin to prepare a home for the reception of 
his bride, who joined him in Kenosha County, in 
September of that year. 
tic life in log cabin and lived in true pioneer 


They began their domes- 


style, experiencing many of the hardships and 
privations of frontier life. Mr. Davison contin- 
ued his farming operations for four years and then 
returned to Buffalo, where they spent year. 
They then again came to the West, and he once 
more devoted his energies to the cultivation of 
bis farm. He sold his original purchase in 1854, 
and bought another quarter-section of land near 
by, whereon he continued to reside until 1869, 


one 


when he removed with his family to Kenosha, and 
in that city made his home until his death, which 
occurred December 11, 1890. Mr. Davison was at 
one time the only Whig voter in Paris Township; 
he afterward became a Republican and served for 
Ile wasa member of the 
Odd Fellows society and was widely and favora- 
his loss 
and his 


two years as Assessor. 


bly known throughout this community. 
being mourned by many warm -friends, 
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funeral was one of the largest Kenosha has ever 
seen. For twenty-nine years he was a cripple, 
caused by being thrown from a wagon. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Davison born seven 
children—Cordiilo, now deceased; Ida A., William 
M. W., a practicing physician of Chicago; Hannah 
C., Carrie G., who died in 1891; Mary D., widow 
of Rolvin Bradford and first assistant teacher in 
the High School of Kenosha; and Sarah B., wife of 
Arthur W. Thompson, a mechanic of Racine. 

Mr. Davison was a great reader and was well 
informed on all subjects. Mrs. still 
makes her home in Kenosha, being one of the old- 
est living settlers. 


were 


Davison 


je HARLES EGAN, M. D., a practicing phy- 
sician Of Racine, was born in County Clare 
Y Ireland, on the 25th of June, 1848, and 
belongs to a family which for many generations 
had resided on the Emerald Isle. His parents, 
John and Mary (McCarthy) Egan, were both 
natives of the same county as our subject, and 
were farming people. In 
children, they crossed the broad ocean to the 
United States. In mid-ocean, a storm disabled the 
vessel and water came in the leaks so fast that 
fires could not be made to cook with, and neces- 
sarily all on board had to eat raw victuals. After 
three months, lacking one day, they landed in 
New York, and the first year after his arrival in 
America, Mr. Egan spent in Pittsfield, Mass. In 
1855, he became a resident of Richland County, 
Wis., where he remained until the breaking out of 
the late war, when he removed to a farm near 
Madison. His home was in that locality until 
1874, when he of Mitchell 
County, Iowa, where he is still living. Ile is one 
of the extensive farmers of the county and a well- 
known citizen. In politics he is a Democrat, and 
both he and his wife are members of the Roman 
Catholic Church. 
The family of John and Mary Egan numbers 
eight ehildren—Maria, wife of C. Ehrlich, a resi- 
dent of Minneapolis, Minn.; Dr. Charles Patrick, 


1854, with their three 


became a resident 
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who has been for a number of years yardmaster at 
Cedar Rapids for the Burlington & Cedar Rapids 
Railroad Company; John, a farmer and stockraiser 
of Mitchell County, Iowa; Sarah, twin sister of 
John, and wife of Fred Gleason who is living in 
the same county; James, an enterprising farmer of 
Mitchell County; and Lydia, his youngest sister, 
residing in Mitchell County, and William, who 
is still at home and completes the family. 

Dr. Egan, whose name- heads this sketch, was 
educated in the High School of Madison and in 
the State University, completing the junior year. 
It was his desire to engage in the practice of medi- 
cine, and during his college course he had studied 
with Dr. W. A. Harvey, of Janesville, Wis. Seeing 
an opportunity to do hospital work in the South, 
and believing that of more benefit to him, from a 
professional standpoint, than a year in college, he 
received, on competitive examination, the appoint- 
ment of interne, house physician, at the Medical 
Hospital of New Orleans, where he remained a 
a year, in the meantime taking a course of lectures. 
While in the Crescent City he attended eighty- 
four cases of yellow fever. Returning, he gradu- 
ated from Rush Medical College of Chicago in 
1875, and immediately afterwards opened an 
office in Highland, Wis., where he embarked in 
his chosen profession. The same year he was ap- 
pointed pension examiner and surgeon, 
position he held six years. 


which 
Having practiced suc- 
cessfully in Highland until 1886, he removed to 
Racine in that year,and has here since made his 
home. In the five years which have since elapsed 
he has won an enviable reputation as a physician 
of skill and ability, and a liberal patronage is 
accorded him. In 1889, he was appointed a mem- 
ber of the United States Pension Examining Board, 
with which he is still connected as its President, 
having filled that position since his appointment. 
On the opening of the Racine County Asylum for 
the Insane in December, 1889, Dr. Egan was 
appointed surgeon for that institution and still 
holds the position. Of the State Medical Asso- 
ciation he is a member, and by that body was sent 
as a delegate to the American Medical Association 
in Atlanta, Ga., in 1878. 

On the 13th of May, 1878, the Doctor led to the 
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marriage altar Miss Catherine Kent. Her parents 
were both born in Ireland, and are numbered 
among the early settlers of this State. Mrs. Egan 
was a native of Highland, Wis., and died nt her 
home in Racine, January 13, 1889, at the age of 
thirty-one years. Four children were born unto 
the doctor and his wife— Walter, John, Mary and 
Catherine, all of whom are still at home with their 
father, i 

Politically, Dr. Egan is a Republican, and takes 
an active interest in the success of the party, 
although he has never sought preferment for him- 
self. His social relations extend to a number of 
organizations, he being a member of the Catholic 
Knights of Wisconsin, the Illinois Catholic Order 
of Foresters, the Royal Arcanum, Ancient Order of 
Hibernians, and for the first two named he is 
examining surgeon. In his religious views he is a 
Catholic, and his wife belonged to the same church. 
Since coming to Racine Dr. Egan has received 
consideration from the medical fraternity and the 
liberal support of the people among whom he 
resides, 
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PUSHNELL B. CARY, M. D. Among the 
many worthy pioneers of Racine who have 
left their impress upon the commonwealth, 

2” no one is more deserving of favorable 
mention than the gentleman whose name heads 
this sketch. He was the pioneer physician and 
surgeon of the county, and was the first white man 
to represent this profession in the wilderness that at 
his coming extended far and near about the site 
of the Belle City of Wisconsin. Dr. Cary made his 
advent here when a few cubins of white men had 
just supplanted the wigwam of the native Indian. 
Here he made his home, and literally fought and 
bled to maintain his title to the land he 
chosen for a home for his wife and children. 

The Doctor was born in the town of Shoreham, 
Addison County, Vt., December 21, 1801, and was 
ason of Asa and Anna (Sandford) Cary. His 
parents were born in Connecticut and removed to 
Vermont prior to the War of the Revolution. Our 


had 
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subject received a fair English education in the 
public schools of his native town, after which he 
took a thorough course of study in Castleton 
Medical College, under the preceptorship of Dr. 
Woodard, a distinguished physician and surgeon 
of his day, and was graduated from that institu- 
tion when twenty-one years of age. 

Immediately after taking his degree, in 1822, 
Dr, Cary was united in marriage with- Miss Ar- 
minda Crocker, who born in Wellington, 
Tolland County, Conn., and was a daughter of 
Capt. Joseph and Susanna (Sibley) Crocker. Soon 
after their marriage the Doctor and his wife emi- 
grated to St. Lawrence County, N. Y. Remaining 
there but a short time they then went to Hannibal, 
Oswego County, where the Doctor established him- 
self in business, built up a successful practice, and 
there until 1835, compan y 
known as the Western Emigration Company was 
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continued when a 
organized with a view of settling as a colony in 
what is now Southern Wisconsin. Dr. Cary joined 
the party which sailed in a schooner from Oswego, 
landing on the 13th of August, 1835, at the 
mouth of Pike Creek, one mile to the north of the 
present city of Kenosha, in what was then Michi- 
gan Territory, but became Wisconsin Territory the 
following year. He made his home in the settle- 
ment and entered upon the practice of his pro- 
fession. His patients were few and far between, as 
settlers’ cabins were at that time far from numer- 
ous. m the 
was subsequently organized into 
Racine County, and from which Kenosha County 
was set off in 1850. On the 31st of August, 1835, 
only about two weeks after their settlement at 
Pike Creek, there was born to Dr. and Mrs. Cary 
a daughter, the first white child known to have 
been born in the limits of Racine County or in 
the territory now embraced in Racine or Kenosha 
Counties. Among the first visitors the young lady 


He was the first of his profession 
region which 


received were a lot of Indians with their squaws, 
who were wonderfully delighted to see the little 
white papoose, The child was named Emma Jos- 
ephine, and is now the widow of H. H. Porter, of 
Deciple, Mecosta County, Mich. 

In December, 1835, Dr. Cary moved with his 
family to Racine, and his little daughter, then but 
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four months old, was the first white baby ever 
brought to this city. The Doctor made a claim on 
the south and east bank of Root River, on which 
the stand-pipe of the Racine Water Works is at 
present a prominent landmark, but he made his 
home for several years near the river where now 
stands the Fourth Street bridge. When he built 
his house he was in a dense wood, and the little 
settlement on Main Street was out of sight. Learn- 
ing that his claim had been jumped by a man 
named Harris, Dr. Cary and some friends went to 
order the intruder off, but Harris fired on the 
Doctor, the ball passing through his right arm and 
into his side, under the shoulder blade, making : 
serious and dangerous wound. He was carried 
with great difficulty to his home, and a messenger 
dispatched to Milwaukee, the nearest point where 
a surgeon could be found, other than the Doctor 
himself. There was no road then opened between 
the two places, only an Indian trail through the 
woods, so the trip consumed much time, buteventu- 
ally the messenger returned with a young and very 
small surgeon, whom Mrs. Cary thought was too 
insignificant to attend her husband, who was an un- 
usually large man. But the little Doctor did good 
work, and the life of his patient was saved. Ile 
did not undertake to extract the ball, which the 
Doctor carried with him to his grave, nearly 
twenty-five years later. Dr. Cary came near 
bleeding to death before help arrived, and prob- 
ably would have done so, had not his knowledge 
of surgery and cool advice to his attendant 
checked the flow of blood. His assailant made 
good his escape, and, naturally, never returned to 
contest the title to the claim. Subsequently the 
Doctor bought a tract of ten acres adjoining his 
claim that gave him a frontage on the plank road, 
where he made his home the 
days. 


remainder of his 


Dr. Cary was an earnest Democrat in his politi- 
cal views and was a leader of his party in early 
times. When the Racine Postoftice was established 
in May, 1836, he was appointed Postmaster. A 
weekly mail was carried on horseback between 
Chicago and Green Bay, by way of Racine, and 
the first quarterly returns from the Racine office 
amounted to $37. He held the office until March, 


wife of John Ramsdell, died in June, 1853. 
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1841, when a change of administration caused him 
to retire. In 1853 he was re-appointed, and 
served until his death. Dr. Cary was a public- 
spirited and enterprising citizen, and took an ac- 
tive part in everything calculated to advance the 
interests of his town, county and State. In Janu- 
ary 1838, he joined Dr. Elias Smith, Lorenzo Jones 
and others in the incorporation of the Racine & 
Rock River Railroad Company. The line was to 
extend from Racine to Janesville, and the capital 
stock was placed at $500,000. He was one of the 
incorporators of the Racine Seminary, January 11, 
1838; was elected the second President of the vil- 
lage in April, 1842; was Chairman of the County 
Board in 1852, and was an Alderman of the city 
the same year. About the year 1849, the Doctor 
began the publication of the Democratic Union, an 
eight-column weekly, which he published at Ra- 
cine until 1850, when he removed the office to 
Milwaukee. He was elected County 'Treasurer of 
Racine County and served as such during the 
years of 1843 and 1844. Ile took an active inter- 
est in encouraging emigration, and wrote a series 
of letters descriptive of the beauties and attrac- 
tions of Racine and vicinity. The letters were 
published in the Mercury, of Leeds, England, and 
aided in inducing the emigration of many English 
families to Racine County. 

Having been made a Mason in the old Empire 
State and being an enthusiastic member of that 
order, the Doctor induced some of his brethren to 
join him in an application for a lodge to be estab- 
lished at Racine. Consequently Racine Lodge, 
No. 18, A. F. & A. M., was instituted on the 2d of 
November, 1817, with the Doctor as a charter 
member and its first Master. He was also chosen 
Master in 1848, at the first election under the 
charter, and maintained an active interest in the 
order during the rest of his life. He was Master 
at the time of his death, which occurred February 
15, 1859. The Doctor was a warm personal friend 
of Gov. Henry Dodge, whom he often entertained 
at his home, and was appointed by him to the 
otlice of Surgeon General of the Territory. 

The children of Dr, Cary and his wife numbered 
four daughters and one son. The eldest, Helen M., 
Her 


husband was a prominent citizen of Racine in the 
early days of its settlement. Henry Sandford, the 
only son, wedded Mary Hitchens, and died Janu- 
ary 28, 1853. His widow survives and is still n 
resident of Racine. Mary Sophia became the wife 
of Henry M. Hulett, now deceased, whose sketch 
appears elsewhere in this work, and still resides in 
Racine. Anna Paulina is the wife of Rev. M. C. 
Cummings, of Lake City, Minn. Emma Josephine 
became the wife of II. II. Porter, now deceased, 
and resides in Michigan, as previously stated. 


The mother of this family died in February, | 


1854, having borne her part in the hardships and 
privations of pioneer life and having lived to see 
her children become useful and respected members 
of society. The family were all members of the 
Presbyterian Chuch of Racine. 

Dr. Cary was well up in his profession and suc- 
ceeded in building up a large and lucrative prac- 
tice. He was a member of the Wisconsin State 
Medicai Society, and enjoyed an extensive ac- 
quaintance among his brethren of the profession 
and the leading public men of the State. A man 
of tender sympathies and generous impulses, the 
worthy poor found in him a free hearted and 
generous friend. Physically he was a man of 
unusual proportions, very portly, and like most 
people who are blessed with a generous supply of 
flesh, was jolly and fond of a good joke. He 
possessed a thorough knowledge of the world and 
of people and always tried to make the best of 
human nature as he met it. Few men of his day 
had more warm persona! friends or were as highly 
esteemed in the community where he lived. 


is one of the 


(© HARLES W. McCUMBER 
most progressive farmers of Racine County. 


Y) He owns one hundred and fo.ty-tlıree 
acres of valuable land on sections 4 and 5, 
Burlington Township, and the fine farm is 
under a high state of cultivation and supplied 
with substantial improvements. He also raises a 
fine grade of horses and cattle which are sheltered 
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from the storms of winter by good barns. In fact, 
there is nothing incomplete about the place but 
every accessory of a model farm may there be 
found. 

A native of Oswego County, N. Y., Mr. McCum- 
ber was born October 13, 1837. His parents, 
Francis and Frances (Drake) McCumber, were 
early settlers of that community. The father was 
born in Kent County, England, October 28, 1805, 
and was ason of John McCumber, a Scotchman, 
who in early life went to England, where he mar- 
ried and reared a family of four sons. John, the 
eldest, was a Captain in the East India service 
and was drowned in the Indian Ocean; Charles 
also a Captain in that service, was drowned off the 
African coast at Table Bay; Alexander came to 
America but it isnot known what became of him. 

Francis McCumber, the fourth son and the fa- 
ther of our subject, crossed the Altantic to Quebec 
in 1818 on an English man-of-war, and to pay his 
passage was engaged in handling cartridges for the 
Witha friend he afterwards came to 
to the United States, locating in New York, He 
spent much of his life in sailing on the lower 
lakes and had the honor of sailing the first vessel 
around to Chicago. It was loaded with a consign- 
ment of goods to some traders. This was in 1832. 
Mr. McCumber was married at Sackett’s Harbor in 
June, 1829, to Frances Drake, the ceremony being 
performed by Rev. Jedithan Steele. The lady was 
born in Queenstown, Upper Canada, July 14, 1810, 
For several years they resided in Carthage, N. Y., 
from thence removed to Oswego, afterwards made 
their home in Sackett's Harbor, later went to Sil- 
ver Creek. and from Buffalo, N. Y., removed to 
Racine, Wis., in 1844. The following year Mr. 
McCumber entered one hundred and sixty 
acres of unimproved land from the Government in 
Burlington Township and began the development 
of the farm. He built one of the first frame houses 
erected in the county and it continued to be 
his home until 1850, when he sold out and pur- 
chased the farm on which our subject now resides. 
llis wife died in Burlington Township, August 
13.1878, and about ten years latter he passed 
away on the 8th of April. 1888. Their remains 
were interred in Burlington Cemetery, where a 


warriors. 


beautiful family monument has been erected. Mrs. 
McCumber was a member of the Congregational 
Church. Mr. McCumber was a man of unbiased 
judgment, firm in support of what he believed 
to be right and his word was as good as his bond. 
They were among the most prominent and highly 
respected citizens of the community. 

The family of this worthy couple numbered six 
children—Sarah, now the widow of Daniel Nairn 
of Wayne County, Neb.; Frank,a wagon maker of 
Blair, Neh., Charles, the subject of this sketch; 
Julia, deceased; Julia, the second of the name, who 
is now the wife of Arthur Amos, a prominent ranch 
man of Kimball, Neb.; and John, who died Febru- 
ary 13, 1861. 

We now take up the personal history of Charles 
McCumber, who is a worthy representative of this 
honored pioneer family. In the usual manner of 
farmer lads of the days of his boyhood and youth 
were passed and since his eighth year he has re- 
sided in Racine County. As a companion and 
helpmate on life’s journey he chose Julia Perkins, 
and their union was celebrated in Chicago, Sep- 
tember 11, 1879. The lady was born in Rochester, 
Lorain County, Ohio, May 6, 1846, and is a 
daughter of Benjamin and Hannah (Cole) Per- 
kins, the former a native of Massachusetts and the 
latter of New York. Her father was born in Berk- 
shire County, Mass., in 1810, and was a son of 
Chaplin and Elizabeth (Walden) Perkins, who 
were of Scotch and English descent. The ancestry 
of the Perkins family can be traced back in Amer- 
ica to 1631, the date of the landing of its progeni- 
tor. Seven children were born unto Mr. and Mrs. 
Benjamin Perkins as follows: Elizabeth, wife of 
John C. French of Chicago; Bishop W., who was 
a captain in the late war, after his service began 
to study of law and located in Oswego, Kan., 
where he was appointed as Circuit Judge to fill a 
vacancy and then elected for three successive 
terms. Afterwards he was nominated for Con- 
gress from the Third District and was elected four 
times to that position by large majorities. The 
people among whom he resides hold him in the 
highest regard and he is well worthy their esteem. 
Benjamin C. is a paint and oil merchant of Chi- 
cago. Julia is the honored wife of our subject. 
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Maria is the widow of J. P. Clay of Pleasant Hill, 
Mo. Elgin is engaged in business as a partner of 
his brother Benjamin. Nellie is the wife of E. W. 
Scott of La Grange, Cook County, Ill. The par- 
ents of this family are both now deceased and 
their remains rest in a cemetery of Chicago. 

Charles McCumber, whose name heads this 
sketch, is one of the influential and prominent 
citizens of this community and be and his estim- 
able wife rank high in social circles. Their pleasant 
home is the abode of hospitality and their friends 
throughout the community are many. In politics 
he is a supporter of Democratic principles. 


situated about a mile and a half from Ken- 
osha, on section 35, Somers Township, Ken- 
osha County, where he engages in farming 
and breeding horses. He was born in the town 
which is still his home, March 4, 1846, and is a 
representative of one of the earliest families of the 
community. His father, John Hannan, was born 
in County Dublin, Ireland, in 1798, and was a 
sclf-made man, both as regards education and 
finances. He crossed the Atlantic to America in 
1833, and in 1835, came to Kenosha County, Wis. 
Few were the settlers in this community at that 
time, the entire county being almost in its primi- 
tive condition. He made a claim of a half-section 
of timber land and after clearing away the trees 
and digging up the stumps, plowed and planted 
the fields, which were soon made to bloom and 
blossom as the rose. 

In Kenosha County, John Hannan, Sr. married 
Bridget Conny, and unto them were born six chil- 
dren, three sons and three daughters. The eidest. 
James,a man of superior education and intelligence, 
is Assistant Superintendent of the schools of Chi- 
cago; Kate is engaged in teaching in that city; 
John, of this sketch is the next younger; Mary is 
also a teacher of Chicago; Robert is living ona 
ranch in New Mexico; and Fannie is the wife of 
J. P. Healy, a wealthy merchant of Chicago and 
one of its most prominent citizens, dealing in mu- 
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sical instruments. The father of this family wasa 
man of good judgment, was sagacious and enter- 
prising and lived an upright life, which won him 
universal esteem. He always supported the men 
and measures of the Democratic party in national 
elections but at local elections voted for the man 
whom he thought would best fill the office. He 
died August 17, 1865, and in his death the county 
lost one of its best citizens. His wifesurvived him 
many years and departed this life in May, 1889. 

The subject of this sketch has spent his entire 
life in Kenosha County. In the summer months, 
when a boy he worked upon his father’s farm and 
in the winter season, attended the common schools, 
but his educational privileges were limited. He 
remained with his father until his death, and after 
attaining his majority operated the old homestead. 
In connection with general farming he engaged 
in dealing in horses and cattle, which business he 
yet continues. He has owned some noted fast 
trotters and the stock now seen upon his farm is of 
the highest grades. He laid aside agricultural pur- 
suits, however, in 1888, when he was elected Sheriff 
of Kenosha County. He has taken quite an active 
part in local politics and was nominated on the 
Democratic ticket for County Sheriff, to which office 
he was elected by a majority of fifty-six, over a 
strong Republican candidate and in a Republican 
County. Hemade one of the best sheriffs Kenosha 
County has ever had, discharging every duty with 
promptness and fidelity. On the expiration of his 
term of service he returned to the old homestead. 
The estate was divided in 1890, and Mr. Hannan 
is now the owner of a well-improved and valunble 
farm óf one hundred and ten acres, situated about 
a mile and a half from Kenosha. A commodious 
and substantial residence has lately been erected; 
there may be seen good barns and outbuildings 
and the well-tilied fields indicate the industry of 
the owner. 

On Thanksgiving Day of 1874 Mr. Hannan led 
to the marriage altar Miss Maria Broderick, a native 
of Kenosha County, who was reared and educated 
in the town of Brighton. Her father, Dominick 
Broderick, was one of the early settlers and well- 
to-do farmers of Brighton Township. Four chiid- 


ren have been born to their union. who are yet 
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living—Frank, James, Walter and William. They 
have lost one daughter, Winnifred, who died Au- 
gust 3, 1891, in her ninth year. The parents are 
both members of the Catholic Church and are 
highly respected people, well deserving of mention 
in this volume among the most prominent citizens 
and pioneers of the county. 


WUSTUS P. BISHOP, who resides on section 
34, Paris Township, Kenosha County, has 
made his home in this and Racine Counties 

P for more than a half a century, and is there- 

fore numbered among its pioneers. His home is 

situated ten miles from Kenosha, and the farm 
comprises a beautiful tract of land of two hundred 
and ninety acres located on the plank road. 

Mr. Bishop is a native of New Haven County, 
Conn., and was born February 4, 1810, and is de- 
scended from old Revolutionary stock, his grand- 
father, Rev. Benjamin Trumbull, D. D., being 
Chaplain in the War for Independence. A Bible, 
now overone hundred and thirty seven years old, 


which he used as a pillow, is in the possession of 
our subject, who also has a record of Rev. Mr. Trum- 
bull, which was written by the gifted minister, 
who long labored in New Haven County, Conn., 
and was revered and honored by all who knew 
him. Justus Bishop, father of our subject, was 
born in Connecticut, and there spent his entire 
life. He married Hannah Trumbull, and both he 
and his wife were called to their final rest in 1837. 
They were the parents of three children—David, 
an agriculturist, who died at the age of. seventy 
years; and an infant which died unnamed. 

The youngest of the family, Justus P. Bishop, 
whose name heads this sketch, has led a busy and 
useful life. For seven years he was a sailor on 
the high seas, and twice made the voyage around 
Cape Horn. He was engaged in whale fishing and 
has in his possession a tooth from a spermaceti 
whale, which was captured in the Pacific Ocean 
during one of his voyages, He has also collected 
many other interesting relics from the distant isles 
of the sea, including the Sandwich and Galapagos 
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Islands, and on his voyages a number of times en- 
countered terrible storms. He came to Wisconsin 
in 1840, traveling by way of the Canal and Great 
Lakes, but as he was not at first favorably im- 
pressed with the country in the southern part of 
the State, went to Rockford, III. In the fall of 
that year, however, he returned to Racine County, 
and purchased a claim of one hundred sixty acres 
of land in its primitive condition, not a furrow 
having been turned or an improvement made. 
Remnants of Indian tribes were still to be seen, 
and prairie fires were much feared. He reaped his 
first grain with the old-fashioned cradle, and car- 
ried on farming with very crude implements as 
compared 
day. 

On March 6, 1840, Mr. Bishop wedded Miss 
Harriet E. Brown, who was born in New London 
County, Conn., September 21, 1819, and is a 
daughter of Isaac Brown, who was also a native of 
the Nutmeg State. He devoted his life to agricul- 
ture, and died in December, 1875, at the age of 
seventy-five years. His wife passed away in 1864. 
They were both members of the Congregational 
Church and were highly respected people. Mrs. 
Bishop spent the first five years of her life in the 
State of her nativity and the next eighteen years 
were passed in New York, since which time she 
has been a resident of Wisconsin. 
she has proved a true helpmate. 
been born four children 


with the improved machinery of to- 


To her husband 
Unto them hnve 
Lucia E.,. who was edu- 
cated in the Kenosha High School and became a 
teacher, is now the wife of Alexander Gray, of 
Sherman County, Neb.; Miner M., who studied in 
Beloit College, and afterward became a student in 
the Chicago Medical College, died in 1875; Ellen 
G., who was educated in the Whitewater Normal, 


and also engaged in teaching, is now the wife of | 


Dr, Woodworth, a physician and surgeon of Pierce, 


Neb.; and Clara, who completes the family, still | 


resides with her parents. 
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For many years Mr. Bishop was a supporter of 
the Republican party, but on the organization of 
the Prohibition party joined its ranks and has | 
since upheld its banner. Ile is a warm friend of 
the cause of temperance and every measure put 
forth to suppress the liquor traffic receives his sup- | 


port. Himself and family are all members of the 
Congregational Church in Paris Township, and he 
and his wife are benevolent and kindly people, 
who aid in all charities, and are friends to the 
poor and needy. He has witnessed the growth and 
development of the State of Wisconsin during its 
entire existence as such, for he resided in Racine 
County eight years prior to its admission into the 
Union. His labors and sympathy have been with 
those interests calculated to prove of public bene- 
fit, and he is a valued citizen of the community. 
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NA ADS C. HANSEN. Prominent among the 
| Danish-American citizens of Racine, must 
be mentioned the popular general grocer, 

Mr. Hansen, who is doing business at No. 
1026 State Street. A native of Denmark, he was 
born in tlıe village of Sjelborg, on the 3d of Jan- 
uary, 1847, and is a son of Hans and Mette Maria 
(Tonnessen) Hansen. His parents, who were also 


| natives of Denmark, emigrated to America in 1874, 


and settled in the city of Kenosha, Wis., where 
they still make their home. 

The subject of this sketch was reared and edu- 
cated in his native country, and crossed the Atlan- 
tic to the United States in 1869. He made his 
first location in Kenosha, Wis., where he was em- 
ployed as a merchant’s clerk for twelve years. He 
also spent two years in the country, and in Octo- 
ber, 1883, he came to Racine, and engaged in his 
present business in company with H. P. Jensen, 
under the firm name of Hansen & Jensen, their 
establishment being located at 1024 and 1026 State 
Street. That connection was continued until the 
1st of August, 1887, when Mr. Hansen bought out 
his partner's business and has since been sole pro- 
prietor, carrying on operations alone. He carries 


a full line of staple and fancy groceries, flour and 
feed, and farm produce and by fair dealing, court- 
eous treatment and a desire to please his custom- 
ers, has built up an extensive trade which is con- 
stantly increasing, both in importance and size. 

His first 


Mr. Hansen has been twice married. 


union was celebrated in Kenosha, in September, 
1872, when Miss Bothilda M. Mathiason, became his 
wife. She died on the 12th of August of the fol- 
lowing year, and eight years later on the 18th of 
August, 1881, Mr. Hansen was again married. His 
present wife was in her maidenhood Miss Thrine 
L. Buchtrup, a daughter of C. S. Buchtrup. She 
was born in the town of Ebeltoft, Denmark, and 
came to America in 1880. Four children were 
born to Mr. and Mrs. Hansen, all daughters: Bo- 
thilda M., Dagmar, Elizabeth Magritha, Johanne 
Christine, all of whom were born in Racine, ex- 
cept the eldest daughter, who is a native of Ken- 
osha, 

In politics Mr. Hansen is a Republican, and in 
their religious views he and his wife are Lutherans, 
holding membership with the Danish Lutheran 
Church of Racine. They are highly respected by 
all who know them, and their circle of friends in 
this community is large. He is an enterprising and 
successful business man who well deserves the lib- 
eral patronage which rewards his efforts. 
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M EORGE SPILLUM, a leading merchant of 
i North Cape, and a well-known citizen of 
Norway Township, Racine County, was 
born on the 2d of February, 1841, in Namsos 
City, Norway, and is a son of Ole J. Spillum, who 
was born in the same locality. As a farmer lad 
he was reared to manhood and also learned the 
blacksmith’s trade. He married Gunel Anderson, 
and unto them were born five children—John, 
who is living in Norway on the father’s farm; 
George, whose name heads this notice; Matthew, 
who died in Racine County; Mrs. Josepha Ladel, 
of Lyon County, Minn., and Ellen Martha, of 
Norway. The father of this family died when his 
son George was only seven years of age. His 
widow afterward became the wife of Ole Ander- 
son and they are still living in Norway. Two 
children were born of their marriage, but one is 
now deceased. The other resides in the old 
country. 
The early life of George Spillum passed unevent- 
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fully, his time being divided between farm work 
and attendance at the common schools, where he 
acquired a good education. He was a young man 
of eighteen years when he formed the determina- 
tion to try his fortune in the New World. Bidding 
good-by to home and friends he crossed the 
Atlantic to Quebec, from whence he made his way 
to” Racıne County, Wis., where he had relatives 
living. In the years that have since come and 
gone he has continued to make his home in this 
county with the exception of two or three winters 
which he spent in the pineries and sawmills of 
Michigan. The summers however, he passed as a 
farm hand in this locality. For a short time he 
engaged in clerking in Milwaukee and for a year 
bought and sold cattle. At the expiration of that 
time he rented a large farm in Raymond Township 
in company with his brother-in-law, after which he 
was employed asa salesman in the store of Mr. 
Adland. On selling out his farm outfit he began 
to build his store at North Cape Corners. This 
was in 1869 and it was the first store of the place. 
Mr. Spillum has engaged in mercantile pursuits 
continuously since and is now one of the leading 
business men of the community. He carries a 
stock of general merchandise valued at $6,000 and 
has a liberal patronage. By close attention to his 
business, fair dealing and courteous treatment of 
his patrons he has secured and won an excellent 
trade, the income from which gives him rank 
among the substantial citizens of Norway Town- 
ship. 

Mr. Spillum has been twice married. In 1870, 
in Raymond, he was joined in wedlock with Miss 
Betsy Emonson, a native of Norway, who during 
her childhood came to this country with her parents, 
the family settling in Norway ‘Township, Racine 
County, where the father and mother died. Mrs. 
Spillam was then adopted by Herman Nelson, in 
whose home she remained until she married. Her 
death occurred in April, 1873,and one son was 
left to mourn her loss— Oscar A., who, after attend- 
ing the public schools became a student in Roches- 
ter Seminary and the Business College of Racine. 
He now helps his father in the store. For his sec- 
ond wife, Mr. Spillum chose Anna Christina Set- 
terlim, a native of Sweden. 
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Since casting his first Presidential vote for 
Abraham Lincoln, Mr. Spillum has been a stanch 
supporter of the Republican party and has done all 
in his power to advance its interests and secure its 
He often attends its conventions and has 
held a number of public positions, having been 
Township Commissioner for over twenty years; 
Clerk of Norway Township for two years; also 
Supervisor and of North Cape for 
three years. He has faithfully and promptly dis- 
charged the duties of these oflices thus winning the 
commendation of allconcerned. A member of the 
Modern Woodmen of North Cape he has filled the 
various offices of that lodge. He and his family 
belong to the Lutheran Church of North Cape. 
Public spirited and progressive, Mr. Spillum is a 
valued citizen as well as one of the leading busi- 
ness men of this locality. By his own efforts he 
has achieved his success in life, overcoming by his 
perseverance and enterprise the obstacles and ditti- 


Success. 


Postmaster 


culties in his path and working his way upward to 
prosperity. 

In May, 1891, Mr. Spillum re-visited his old 
home in Norway and recalled his childhood days, 
and he came back in August. He went via North 
German Lloyd line of steamers, and landed in 
Bremer Haven; he returned via Inman line, and 
his trip was an enjoyable one to him. 
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AMUEL JEFFERSON MARTIN, M. D., a 
leading homeopathic physician and sur- 
geon of Racine, has continuously engaged 
in the practice of his profession in this 

city since September, 1869, and is enjoying a large 
and lucrative practice which his ability has won 
him. 

The Doctor in Weston, Windham 
County, Vt., on September 7, 1830, and is a son of 
Jefferson and Rhoda H. (Davis) Martin. His 
father, a farmer by occupation, was born in the 
town of Dublin, Cheshire County, N. H., Febru- 
ary 29, 1804, and his mother was born July 4, 
1807, and was a native of Massachusetts, Her 


was born 


father was a prominent merchant and shipowner 
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of Boston, and previous to the embargo of 1807, 
carried on extensive importing business, In 1833, 
accompanied by his family, Jefferson Martin re- 
moved to Mt. Holly, Vt., where he engaged in 
farming. There Samuel .J. was reared to manhood, 
dividing his time between study and farm work. 
Previous to year, services 
were much needed on the farm and his advantages 
of education limited. At that age, however, he 
entered Black River Academy in Ludlow, Vt., 
where, for two years, he attended two terms, and 
during the succeeding four years spent one term 
ineach year in study at that institution. His 
studies during this time were confined to the Eng- 
lish branches, but he afterward spent two terms at 
the Chester Academy, where he studied Latin and 
the higher branches, earning money to defray his 


his seventeenth his 


expenses by teaching penmanship and day school. 
After leaving school,with the exception of one year, 
he was employed in teaching until his twenty- 
eighth year. 

The medical profession had an attraction for 
Dr. Martin from his youth,but his father preferring 
him to be a farmer, opposed his taking up the 
study of medicine. Yielding to the paternal 
wishes, he purchased a farm, but at the end of the 
first year’s experience, became dissatisfied with 
farming and engaged in the study of medicine, 
under the direction of A. E. Horton, M. D., of 
Mt. Holly. One year later he sold his farm and 
devoted his entire attention to his medical studies, 
entering the Eclectic Medical College of Philadel- 
phia. In 1861, he was graduated from that institu- 
tion after attending two full courses of lectures. 
In 1863, he established a practice in Marlboro, 
Cheshire County, N. H., where he pursued a suc- 
cessful business until 1866. He then removed to 
Walpole, of the same State, where, in company 
with another gentleman, he opened a drug store, 
his partner managing the drug business, while the 
Doctor devoted himself chiefly to his profession, 
but his investment in the drug business proved a 
failure, through the mismanagement of his partner, 
and at the end of one year and a half the store 
was closed out, Dr. Martin giving himself unre- 
mittingly to his studies and practice. The force 
of circumstances induced him to investigate the 
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subject of homeopathy, and at the end of one | 
year’s critical observation, he embraced the princi- | 


ples of that school. Desiring a larger field of ac- 
tion, he resolved to go West and accordingly, in 
1869, came to Wisconsin. After four months 
spent in seeking a favorable location, in Septem- 
ber of that year he opened an office in Racine, 
where he has since pursued the practice of his pro- 
fession with marked success. 

On the 11th of May, 1859, the Doctor was mar- 
ried in Walpole, N. 


and a native of Mendon, Worcester County, 


Mass. Unto them has been born a daughter, Mae | 
H., a graduate from the Racine High School. Of | 


the surviving brothers and sisters of our subject, 


three are residents of Wisconsin and three of Ver- | 


mont. Thomas M., the eldest, is a prominent 
physician of Delavan, Wis.; Ellen is the wife of D. 


A. Martin, a well-known grain dealer of Milwau- | 
kee; Ella Josephine married James Ryernearson, | 


now of Milwaukee; Mary is the wife of Leonard O. 
Colburn, of Shrewsbury, Vt.; Jane R. married El- 
bridge Knight, of Mt. Holly, Vt.; Ira D. is married 
and resides in Ludlow, Windsor County, Vt. The 
family of Dr. Martin is liberally represented in the 


medical profession, there being seven in all who | 


are physicians, three uncles on the father’s side, a 


cousin, a nephew, and the Doctor and his brother. | 


Dr. Martin is a member of the Wisconsin State 
Homeopathic Society, of which he has been Presi- 
dent one year, Vice-President for several years, 
and is also a member of the Illinois Homeopathic 


Medical Association, and of the American Insti- | 
He has served eleven years | 


tute of Homeopathy. 
as County Physician, and is the second oldest in 
his school of practice in Racine County. In his 
political views Dr. Martin was a Whig in early 
life, but joined the Republican party at its organi- 
zation. Since supporting its principles, and while 
residing in Marlboro, he was elected Superintend- 
ent of public schools. He is a member of Racine 
Lodge No. 32, K. P.; also of Council No. 220, 
Royal Arcanum, the Knights of Honor and the 
Fraternal Alliance, serving as medical examiner 
for the last two named, and for the Home Insur- 
ance Company of New York, and the Northwestern 


H., to Miss Helen A. Alba, 
daughter of Holland and Rosanna (Force) Alba, | 
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Life Insurance Company of Milwaukee, Wis. Self- 
culture and well directed reading, together with 
the habit of close observation of men and things, 
have given the Doctor a wide range of informa- 
tion, making him a most agreeable and entertain- 
ing companion. Asa physician and surgeon he 
justly takes rank with the best in the profession, 


| and has always enjoyed an extensive practice. In 


their religious views, Dr. Martin and family are 
Presbyterians. 


fÒ HARLES K. McEACHRON, who resides on 
\ 


section 8, Yorkville Township, is numbered 
among the honored pioneer settlers of Ra- 
cine County, with whose history and upbuilding 
he has been prominently identified since May, 1845. 
He has watched with interest the growth and pro- 
gress and been an eyewitness of the many changes 
which have taken place in the past forty-six years; 
has seen its wild lands transformed into beautiful 
homes and farms, its villages grow into cities, 
while countless manufacturies and industries have 
been introduced and the county has grown in im- 
portance until it now occupies a front rank among 
the sister counties in this Commonwealth. The 
pioneers were its founders; they laid the founda- 
tion upon which was built its prosperity and as one 
of these our subject is justly entitled to represen- 
tation in this volume. 

Mr. McEachron was born in the town of Argyle, 
Washington County, N. Y., April 2, 1806, and is a 
son of Peter N. and Mary (McKallor) McEachron. 
The father was born in New York in 1774, the 
mother in February, 1777, and their marriage was 
celebrated February 18, 1802. Mr. MeEachron 
could well remember the days of Gen. Washington. 
He was a farmer by occupation and in political 
sentiment was a Democrat. He died February 1, 
1858, in the eighty-fourth year of his age, and his 
wife died February 13, 1852. Both were members 
of the United Presbyterian Church. Their family 
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| of nine children consisted of Charles who died in 
| infancy; Margaret, now deceased; Charles K. of 
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this sketch; Jane, deceased; Catherine, widow of 
William J. Harsha who was a farmer; Daniel, John 
A., Maria and Eliza have also passed away. 

Our subject is a self-educated and self-made man 
financially. Empty handed he began life for him- 
self and had he not made the most of every oppor- 
tunity he would not now be the substantial and 
honored citizen which we to-day find him. After 
attending the common schools he entered Salem 
Academy with the intention of pursuing a full 
course®ut events interposed. At the age of eigh- 
teen he began teaching and followed that profession 
even after coming to Wisconsin. When twenty- 
six years of age he accepted a position as salesman 
and book-keeper in a wholesale store of Troy, N. 
Y., keeping his books by the double entry system. 
After five years in this position he was forced to 
resign on aecount of ill health and spent two years 
in traveling in the hope of being benefited thereby. 

It was during his trip that, while in Ohio, Mr. 
McEachron made the acquaintance of Miss Edith 
A. Livingston, and on the 3d of April, 1845, they 
were married. The lady was born in Hebron, 
Washington County, N. Y., May 1, 1823, and is a 
daughter of Samuel Livingston who was born in 
the same county in 1778,and died in 1850. He 
served in the War of 1812, becoming a Lieutenant. 
For a time he engaged in teaching and afterwards 
carried on agricultural pursuits with marked suc- 
cess. He wedded Miss Asenath Munson, who was 
born in the Empire State, in 1782, and died in 
1864. Both were members of the United Presby- 
terian Church and highly respected citizens. They 
had a family of eleven children, six sons and five 
daughters, but only four are living, namely: Maria 
who became the wife of Henry Tripp, a farmer who 
died leaving two children; Jane, widow of James 
Johnston who was a native of New York and fol- 
lowed farming; Amanda A., widow of James Bain, 
a blacksmith and machinist; and Edith A., the 
honored wife of our subject. 

The wedding journey of Mr.and Mrs. McEachron 
consisted of a trip by way of the Lakes to Racine 
County, Wis. The year previous, in 1844, our 


subject had purchased aclaim of two hundred and 
twenty acres of which only a very small amount had 
Theimprovements were very meagre 


been broken. 


frame, brick lined, 18x20 feet. Racine and Mil- 
waukee were their markets and the village of Un- 
ion Grove had not yet sprung into existence. All 
was wild and uncultivated, giving little promise of 
the advanced position of the county to-day. After 
Mr. McEachron had placed many improvements 
upon his first claim he sold to his brother and pur- 
chased eighty acres on section 8, Yorkville Town- 
ship, which has since been the home of the family. 
The log cabin in which they first moved has long 
since given way to a pleasant and more commodi- 
ous residence, near which are good buildings and 
many other improvements such as are found on a 
model farm. Although Mr. MeEachron is now too 
old to engage in active work he sees that the place 
is kept up in first-class style and the fine appear- 
ance of the farm indicates the thrift and enterprise 
of the owner. 

The union of Mr. and Mrs. McEachron has been 
blessed with four children. The eldest, Charles L. 
married Miss Augusta Waite and is a painter and 
frescoer of Yorkville Township. In polities he is 
strong Prohibitionist. Albert G. who now operates 
the old homestead, married Miss Mertha H. Sanders, 
a native of Racine County, and three little daugh- 
ters, Edith L,, Mina M. and Maggie A., have been 
born unto them. Mary A. is the wife of W. L. 
Rand, a native of Kane County, III., where they 
reside. Mr. Rand is a farmer and also a machinist, 
havinga natural aptitude for that work. Fred,who 


-is a carpenter and joiner of Racine County, marricd 


Miss Belle French, who was for some years a suc- 
cessful teacher and they have one son, Fred C. 

In his earlier years, Charles McEachron was a 
Democrat but since the formation of the Republi- 
can party has been one of its supporters. He has 
held a number of official positions, discharging the 
duties of the offices with a promptness and fidelity 
which won him commendation from all. He was 
School Treasurer for about twelve years in succes- 
sion and was Superintendent of the Public Schools 
of Yorkville Township for several years until that 
office was abolished. In 1846 he was appointed 
the sevond Postmaster of Yorkville by President 
James K. Polk and filled the position for some time. 
This was the first postoflice west of Racine. He 


was Supervisor of Yorkville for a number of years | 
and when the laws of the county were changed so 
that there were three Supervisors in each township, 
he was made chairman of the Board. In 1848, he 
was elected Justice of the Peace and with the ex- 
ception of about two years has continuously filled 
the position since. This isa record of which he 
may well be proud and it is almost without a par- 
allel. 
Eachron a most valued and eflicient citizen and the 
part which he has borne in its uf building is no in- 
considerable one. Both he and his wife are earnest 
members and active workers in the United Presby- 
terian Church, and he was for many years Super- 
intendent of the Sunday-school. He has also been 
Treasurer of the Board of Trustees since 1858, und 
acted as financial agent of the Presbytery. For 
the long period of forty-six years Mr. and Mrs. 
McEachron have traveled life's journey together, 
their mutual love and confidence increasing as the 
days passed by. Their home has been a hospitable 
one where good will reigns and a warm cordiality 
greets each guest, Their friends are many and 
some of these have been numbered among their 
acquaintances for almost half a century. 


IEA THOI | 


ARREN GREELEY for almost half a cen- 
tury has been an honored and influential 
citizen of Racine County. He now resides 
in Waterford Township, where he owns a val- 
uable farm of four hundred acres of highly im- 
proved land. Its fields are well tilled, and its 
many improvements are all that are found on a 
model farın of the nineteenth century. 
good residence and outbuildings, and 
seems to be lacking. 

Mr. Greeley is a native of the Green Mountain 
State. He was born in December, 1812, and is the 
third in a family of thirteen children—eight sons 
and five daughters. Of the six now living. heis the 
eldest. 
Vermont; Anson 

‚ Artemus is engaged in the operation of a farm in 
Iowa; Albert resides in Waupaca, Wis.; and Mind- 


There isa 
nothing 


Racine County has ever found in Mr. Mc- 
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is an agriculturist of Ohio; | 
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well is married, and makes her home in Iowa. 
The father of this family, Cyrus Greeley, was born 
in New England, and his children now engage in 
the pursuit which he made his life work. He 
married Nancy Marsh, also a native of New Eng- 
land. In politics he was an old-line Whig. He 
died in Ohio at the age of forty-eight years, and 
lis wife passed away when sixty-three years of 
age. 

In the usual manner of farmer lads, Warren 
Greeley was reared to manhood, and in the com- 
mon schools acquired his education which he has 
largely supplemented by reading and observation 
in later years, Thus has he become a well-informed 
man. He commenced life empty-handed, but, 
possessed of energy, industry and a determinatión 
to succeed, he has steadily worked his way upward, 
rising step by step until he has gained a_ position 
of wealth and affluence. Ile first visited Wiscon- 
sin in 1837, but made a permanent location in 
Racine County in February, 1842. Previously he 
had resided in Waukesha County, his home being 
a log cabin. The nearest market was at Milwaukee, 
and many were the hardships and privations of 
pioneer life that he endured. It is no easy task 
to develop wild land but after the farms were 
once placed under cultivation the naturally rich 
soil soon yielded a ready return for the care and 
labor bestowed upon it. 

‘The lady who bears the name of Mrs. Greeley 
was, in her maidenhood, Miss Catherine Muckey, 
daughter of Peter Muckey, a native of New York 
and a farmer. Her parents are both now deceased. 
Mrs. Greeley was also born in the Empire State, 
and by her marriage has become the mother of 
seven children, four sons and three daughters, of 
whom five are yet living—Peter, a successful far- 
mer and stock raiser, is married and resides in 
Nebraska, Irene is the wife of Henry Sargent, 
a farmer; Horace A. married and is en- 
gaged in agricultural pursuits; Osborne is mar- 
ried and follows farming in Waterford Town- 
and Euphemia is the wife of William 
Purvis, a resident farmer of the same township. 
James, who was a son of the eldest daughter of 
Mrs. Greeley, has been adopted by his grand- 
parents, with whom he makes his home. The 


is 


ship; 
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children have all been given good educational 
advantages and now occupy useful and respected 
positions in life. 

in his earlier years Mr. Greeley was an old-line 
Whig, but on the organization of the Republican 
party joined its ranks. He has never sought 
office,preferring to live a quiet life, but is regarded 
as one of the valued citizens of the community. 
‘The cause of education has ever found in him a 
warm friend, and for twelve years he served as 
school treasurer of his Township. IIe has aided in 
the advancement of all interests calculated to benefit 
the community, and is regarded as a public-spirited 
citizen and a man of sterling worth. Looking at 
his life from a financial standpoint, it has been 
very successful, and although obstacles and difti- 
culties beset his path he has overcome these with 
a determination worthy of emulation, and is now 
numbered among the well-to-do farmers of Water- 
ford Township. 


IMA ES. JOHN DIETRICH, the efficient super- 
\ intendent of the Racine County Poor 
Farm, located on section 7. Yorkville 
Township, was born in Byron, Prussia, 
Germany, December 26, 1837, and was the second 
in a family of seven children, numbering five sons 
and two daugliters, of whom three are yet living. 
Our subject is the eldest of the surviving ones; 
Charles still continues to make his home in Ger- 
many, and Kate resides in Kansas. The father of 
this family, Henry Keeghler, was also a native of 
Byron, born in 1806. He acquired a good edu- 
cation in his native tongue and became a me- 
chanic by trade. He was a devout member of the 
Catholic Church and spent his entire life in Ger- 
many. His wife, whose maiden name was 
Catherine Lickteig, was born in the same locality 
as her husband. 
The experiences of her life, prior to her sixteenth 
year, Mrs. Dietrich gleaned from her native pro- 
vince. When a young maiden of fifteen years she 


arrived in New Orleans and after spending about | 
a year and a half in that city went to Louisville, | 
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Ky., where she remained a little over a year. Dur- 
ing that period she became the wife of John 
Dietrich, a baker by trade, who was born in Byron, 
Germany. After their marriage they came North 
to Racine, Wis., but it was not long until they re- 
moved to Michigan, where Mr. Dietrich engaged 
in the lumber business for about a year. He then 
returned to Wisconsin, settling in Burlington in 
1858. He there remained until 1876, when he was 
appointed Superintendent of the Poor Farm of 
Racine County. This farm was established in 
1848, but was never more efficiently carried on 
than when he assumed its management. He con- 
tinued to fill the position of Superintendent with 
credit to himself and the satisfaction of his con- 
stituents until his death, which oecurred May 2, 
1885. His remains were interred in the Burling- 
ton Catholic Cemetery. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Dietrich were born nine 
children, but three are now deceased. John is 
married and follows the blacksmith’s trade in this 
county; Mary is the wife of Henry Pierce, a resi- 
dent farmer of Racine County; Willie, who is a 
soda fountain manufacturer by trade, makes his 
home with his mother; Charlie is a cook by trade, 
master of his calling; Katie is employed as laun- 
dress in St. Louis, Mo.; and Annie is still at home. 
The children were all educated in the public 
schools and are members of the Catholic Church. 
Charles, who does so much to aid his mother, after 
leaving the common-schools, attended the Roches- 
ter Seminary. He cast his first vote in the spring 
of 1891, supporting the Democratic party. He 
takes considerable interest in political affairs and 
is well informed on all the issues of the day. 

Mrs. Dietrich has now been connected with the 
County Farm for fifteen years and since her hus- 
band’s death has occupied the position of Superin- 
tendent. The farm comprises one hundred and 
twenty acres of land, forty of which is woodland, 
while the remaining eighty acres are under a high 
state of cultivation. The building contains fif- 
teen sleeping rooms, besides other apartments, and 
at present there are twenty-two inmates, the greater 
part of whom are old people. The institution is 
mainly self-supporting. 
all kinds of fowls. 


They have good stock and 
On the farm, in 1890, were’ 


raised eight hundred bushels of corn, seven hun- 
dred bushels of oats, ninety bushels of barley, three 
hundred bushels of potatoes, forty bushels of 
turnips, sixteen hundred head of cabbage, four 
hundred bushels of beets, twelve bushels of onions, 
one hundred and fifty bushels of carrots, forty 
bushels of string beans and thirty tons of hay. 
Twelve barrels of pork were salted down, together 
with one barrel of beef and of 
pickles, 

Had they hunted the county over it would 
have been impossible to find a more efficient and 
faithful Superintendent than is now in charge of 
the County Farm. A lady of more than average 
business ability she directs the affairs with a mind 
and hand equal to the task and has made the in- 
stitution almost pay for itself. Mrs. Dietrich is 
certainly deserving of much credit for the way 
she has conducted this farm and looked after the 
comfort of the poor and unfortunate. 


two barrels 
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ing mill in Rochester, and one of the en- 


' terprising business men of the community, 
Q born in Washington County, Vt., January 
6, 1833, and isa son of Henry and Emily E. (Stone) 
Russell, who were natives of New Hampshire and 


of English descent. His father wasa carpen- 
ter and joiner by trade and previous to coming 
West engaged in the manufacture of cabinet work 
carpenters’ tools, ete., in Cabot, Vt. Leaving 
his family in theGreen Mountain State he came 
to the Territory of Wisconsin in 1843, with the 
view of looking up a location. The journey was 
made by way of the Great Lakes and on landing 
in Racine, he went into Rochester Township. Af- 
ter spending one month in the county he returned 
home; it was some years later however before he 
brought his family to the West. The spring of 
1850 witnessed their arrival and saw them located 
upon a farm in Rochester Township. Mr.Russell pur- 
chased one hundred and twenty acres of school land 
on section 16, and to its cultivation and improve- 
ment devoted his energies. He there resided until 
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his death in 1885. In his political affiliations he 
was a Republican; socially he was an Odd Fellow 
and in religious belief was a Methodist. 

The Russell family numbered eight children, the 
eldest of whom, Rosetta E., is now deceased; An- 
drew J. is the next younger;Julia K.died in infancy; 
Julia A., wife of T. C. Hoyt, resides on their farm 
in Norwich, Kan.: Lucia H. is the wife of William 
Gould, a millwright of Stoughton, Wis.; Henry A. 
is a resident farmer of Rochester Township; Frank 
W. and Charles S. are farmers living in Norwich, 
Kan. 

Our subject was a young man of seventeen 
summers when he came with his parents to Wis- 
consin. He had attended school in the East and 
acquired a good practical education, such as would 
fit him for the duties of life. Upon his father’s 
farm he remained until twenty-eight years of age, 
when he entered the store of Palmer, Moe & Co., 
of Waterford, remaining with the firm for five 
years. At the expiration of that time he engaged 
in the milling business in Waterford; in the fall 
of 1864, he purchased a half interest in the Roch- 
ester Flouring Mills of which he became sole owner 
by the purchase of his partner’s interest in 1869. 

In order to accommodate a rapidly increasing 
business, and to keep pace with the many im- 
provements in the milling business, Mr. Russell 
in 1885 built an entirely new mill on the site of 
the old one with full Roller Process system, with 
all the known improvements ın the milling business 
of the present day. 3 

This new plant issecond to none in the country 
in the convenience and completeness of its ap- 
pointments. The Rochester Flouring Mills has 
a capacity of 75 barrels perday. It has attached 
and in connection with it a feed mill complete in 
all of its arrangements, which as well as the Flour- 
ing Millis not only a great convenience, but a 
great benefit indeed almost a neccessity to the 
business interest of the community. 

The products of this milling plant are well and 
widely known in this vicinity for their purity and 
excellence, and are very creditable, not only to 
the village but also to the enterprise of Mr. Rus- 
sell under whose management it has taken the 
rank that it now holds and so well deserves. 
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On the 9th of October, 1855, Mr. Russell led to 
the marriage altar Miss Harriet E. Newberry, 
daughter of Dayton B. and Elizabeth Newberry, 
who were of English extraction. By their union 
have been born two children. Theelder, William, 
A.is a graduate of Beloit College now residing in 
New York. He is engaged in the publishing busi- 
ness; Emma, a young lady, is still with her par- 
ents. The Russell household is a hospitable one 
and its members rank high ın the social world. Mr. 
Russell has led a busy and useful life. He is a 
practical miller and in his business undertakings 
has acquired success, resulting for his industry, 
enterprise; good management and the exercise of 
correct business principles. He exercises his right 
of franchise in support of the Republican party 
but is no politician in the sense of office seeking. 
He is a member of the Baptist Church and is re- 
cognized as a man of sterling worth and industry. 
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\DWARD LEE, a representative farmer and 
pioneer settler of Racine County, is the 
/ owner of two hundred and thirty-five acres 
of valuable land on section 36, Yorkville Town- 
ship, where a pleasant home and good outbuildings 
are situated in the midst of highly cultivated 
fields that pay a golden tribute to the owner for 
his care and labor. 

Mr. Lee was born January 26, 1827, in Lanca- 
shire, England, and is a son of Thomas and Ann 
(Edwardson) Lee, both of whom were natives of 
Lancashire, England. His father was born in 
1809, and was reared upon a farm, but became a 
weaver and manufacturer. His educational ad- 
vantages were limited but he was always a friend 
to public schools. At length he determined to try 
his fortune in America and bidding good-by to 
his family sailed for the New World. He came at 
once to Racine County Wis., and entered a claim 
of seventy-five acres from the Government which 
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for his wife and children who crossed the briny 
deep from Liverpool four months after the father 
had made the trip. They first lived in a little 
frame house of two rooms without windows or 
doors, paying a rental of fifty cents per week until 
their own home was ready for occupancy. The 
Indians were still very numerous at that time and 
our subject tells of one occasion he saw two hun- 
dred camped in the woods. Wild game was very 
plentiful and furnished many a meal for the sett- 
lers. They had to encounter many difticulties 
such as going long distances to market and there 
was more or less danger all the time from prairie 
fires, but prosperity at length rewarded the labors 
of Thomas Lee and hissons and as his financial 
resources were increased he added to his landed 
possessions until he owned a fine farm of two hun- 
dred and seventy-five acres, now the home of 
Edward Lee. The parents were members of the 
Church of England and were highly respected 
people. Both passed away in this locality and 
were buried in the Sylvania Cemetery. 

The family of Thomas and Ann Lee numbered 
nine children, five sons and four daughters, of 
whom seven are yet living—-Richard who is marri- 
ed is a farmer of Kenosha County; Mary is the wife 
of Mr. Hamlet, a native of England, now engaged in 
farming in Missouri; Thomas and his family reside 
upon their farm in Racine County; Edward is the 
fifth in order of birth; Sarah A. was the wife of 
Isaac Bowers of Yorkville Township, died Janu- 
ary 20, 1892, whose sketch appears elsewhere in 
this work; John is engaged in agricultural pursuits 
in California; and Hiram is also represented else- 
where in this volume. 


> 


The early life of our subject was an eventful 
one for the monoton y was relieved by the various 
experiences and oftentimes dangers of pioneer life. 
His chances for acquiring an education were 
meagre but his training in farm labor was exten- 
sive. At the age of twenty-three, on the 9th of 
July, 1850, he led to the marriage altar Miss Susan- 
na Lee, a native of England, and unto them were 
born four children, but two are now deceased. The 


was all raw land, not a furrow having been turned | living are Edward, a railroad employe who is mar- 
or an improvement made. Believing that it would | ried and residesin Baraboo, Wis.;and Mary, wife 


be to his advantage to remain in this country hesent | of Henry Howarth. The mother was called to her 


final rest in 1858, and her remains were interred in 
Columbia County, Wis. Mr. Lee was again mar- 
ried February 13, 1866, his second union being 
with Miss Harriet Jane Parks, a native of Buffalo, 
N. Y.,and of English descent. Their union has 
been blessed with twelve children, nine of whom 
are yetliving, namely: Horace G., Martha Jane, 
Lawrence, Charlotte, Betsy, Rolland, Harriet Jane, 
Myrtle and Arthur. 

With the hope of bettering his financial condi- 
tion, Mr. Lee, in 1852, bade adieu to his wife and 
started for the far West, attracted by the discovery 
of gold in California. With three yoke of oxen 
and a yoke of cows he left Racine in March, and 
after a long and tedious journey across the plains 
reached the Placer gold diggings in September. He 
remained on the Pacific Slope for two years and 
then returned by the Nicauraugua routeand New 
York to his home with $2,000 in his pockets. He 
then purchased one hundred and sixty acres of 
land in Sauk County, Wis., where he made his 
home for twenty-three years. The wild tract of 
land which he purchased was covered with heavy 
timber and not a day passed while chopping that 
he did not see a deer and at one time he counted 
twenty-seven in a field of winter wheat. This 
gives some idea of the wild condition of the coun- 
try at that time. With characteristic energy he 
began the development of the farm which he made 
to bloom and blossom as the rose, and as the years 
passed by he added many improvements to the 
place. The log cabin gave way before a commo- 
dious frame residence, good barns and outbuildings 
were put up and the whole took on an air of thrift 
indicative of the predominant characteristic in Mr. 
Lee’s nature-thrift. 

Our subject is certainly a self-made man. He 
began life without a dollarand in boyhood days 
drove oxen to break land, at three shillings per day. 
He scorned no labor whereby he might earn an 
honest dollar. Ona certain occasion he and his 
brother Richard rose one morning and found that 
they had nothing for breakfast but dry bread and 


milk but they made a breakfast off this and then | 


worked hard untilnoon. He is now in comfortable 


circumstances and his property is but the just re- | 


ward of his efforts. 
39 


Throughout life he has en- 
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deavored to follow the golden rule and his fair 
and honest dealings have won for him the confi- 
dence of all. In politics he has always been a 
Republican. Himself and wife are widely and 
favorably known, having a wide circle of friends 
and acquaintances in this community. 


RB) W. LAMBERTON, a prominent and influ- 
Q f ential farmer residing on section 8, Cale- 
donia Township, Racine County, is living 
in the neighborhood of his bigthplace. His entire 
life has been passed in this locality, and from his 
boyhood upward he has had many friends who 
esteem him highly for his sterling worth. He was 
born December 16, 1851, and isa son of William 
E. Lamberton, who was for many years one of the 
leading men of the county. His father was born 
near Utica, N. Y., and in a very early day began 
life for himself. When a lad he would work out, 
doing chores for his board while going to school. 
His father became involved in debt and he aided 
him in paying off this indebtedness. At the age 
of eighteen he started out with a load of dry- 
goods which he sold along the road. He came on 
foot to Wisconsin, in company with William Lewis, 
a brother of ex-Gov. Lewis. They traveled 
through Chicago, then a small hamlet and at length 
reached Milwaukee, which at that time contained 
but two white settlers. This was in 1836. Nine 
years later Mr. Lamberton again came to Wiscon- 
sin and in 1848 he took up his residence in Cale- 
donia Township, near Lamberton Post Office. At 
different times he made purchases of land and was 
generally quite successful in his investments. He 
purchased a block next to Mitchell's in Milwaukee 
and made investments in timbered tracts. His 
neighbors thought he had made a mistake in so 
doing and went on to the prairie further west but 
time revealed the correctness of his judgment. He 
came to the county with between $2,000 and 83,000 
and at his death was worth $200,000. He possessed 
excellent business ability, was shrewd and far- 
sighted and well merited the success which crowned 
his efforts. In political sentiment he was a stanch 


SS 


—— —-„—— SEN Y o 


830 


the interests of that party. In 1865 he became a 


resident of Milwaukee, where he made his home | 


until his death, which occurred July 16, 1887, at 
the age of seventy-five years and one month. 


Mrs. Lamberton, the mother of our subject, was | 


a native of the Empire State. Her maiden name 


was Lucy R. Wood, and near Utica, N. Y., her | 
marriage with William Lamberton was celebrated. | 


She now makes her home with her son in Los 
Angeles, Cal. The following children were born 


of their union: Josephine, who was born in New | 


York and died at the age of eighteen years; Will- 
iam A., who was born in Ohio, enlisted in the 


Nineteenth Infantry, as a member of Company K, | 
when only sixteen years old, but his father pro- | 
cured his release on account of his youth. After- | 


ward he joined the Seventh Battery at Island No. 
10, and was made Second Lieutenant of Company 
B, Thirty-sixth Wisconsin Infantry. He served in 
the battles of the Wilderness and at the battle of 
Cold Harbor, where he was in command of his 
company, met his death on the 3d of June, 1864. 
He was not then twenty-one years of age. His 
sword and sash adorn the wall of his brother's 
home. Sarah, the next younger of the family, is 
the wife of Frank Boyd, of Milwaukee; C. W., 
follows in the order of birth; George died in 
childhood; Scott is also deceased. Belle is now 
the wife of George J. Davis, of Milwaukee; Will- 
iam is a resident of Los Angeles, Cal. 

The subject of this sketch remained ın his na- 
tive county until thirteen years of age, when the 


public schools of that city and afterward was a 
student in the Spencerian Business College. In 
1872, he returned to the county of bis nativity 
and located in Caledonia Township, where he has 
since resided. His farm now comprises two hun- 


dred acres of valuableland under a high state of | 


cultivation and well supplied with all the modern 
improvements and accessories. His home is a fine 
residence, commodious and convenient, situated 
in the midst of pleasant grounds and his family is 
surrounded with many comforts and luxuries. 


In 1875, Mr. Lamberton was united in marriage | 


with Miss Cassie Roberts, who was also born in 


| Winnefred (Owen) Roberts. Her father was a na- 
tive of Wales and her mother was born in Ohio. 
| They are numbered among the early settlers of 
| this county, having emigrated to Wisconsin in 
1844. Mr. Roberts is now deceased but his widow 
is still living. Mrs. Lamberton is a lady of cul- 
ture and intelligence. After attending the Racine 
High School she entered Kerr’s Female College of 
Ohio. Four children grace the union of Mr. and 
Mrs. Lamberton: Earl, Maud, William and Ger- 
trude. 

The parents hold a high position in the social 
world, where intelligence and true worth are re- 
ceived as the passports into good society and they 
have a large circle of friends and acquaintances. 
Mr. Lamberton is a man of good business ability, 
enterprising and progressive and by his own efforts 
has acquired a handsome property. Success comes 
to those who labor for it and taking into consider- 
ation his prosperity we see that his life must have 
been a busy one. He is accounted one of the lead- 
ing farmers of the community and is a worthy 
representative of one of the pioneer families. 
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r= SCAR. CARMON, who is engaged in gen- 
E eral farming on section 29, Bristol Town- 
MSG ship, Kenosha County, is a native of New 


Jersey, and descended from good old Revolution- 
family removed to Milwaukee. He attended the | 


| ary stock. He was born in Bergen County, July 

18, 1818. His grandfather, Capt. Thomas Carmon, 
| served throughout the War for Independence and 
in that struggle won his title. His son Joseph, fa- 
| ther of our subject, was also a native of Bergen 
| County, N. J., where he spent the days of his boy- 
hood and youth and also acquired a fair educa- 
tion. He there married Catherine Rood, who sur- 
vived him several years. By trade he was a black- 
smith but also engaged in farming. He served as 
a soldier in the War of 1812, and continued to re- 
| side in New Jersey until his death in 1850. The 
family was a numerous one, numbering five sons 
| and five daughters who grew to mature years: 
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Tr became the wifeof Joseph Welsh and re Į e wife of Hunton Bryar ant, a substantial puna 
moved from New Jersey to Connecticut; Escar of | turist of the town of Bristol; Margaret Augusta is 


this sketch; Thomas, a farmer of Steuben County, 
N. Y.; | , deceased wife of John Ray, a tailor 
by trade whe served in the Mexican War; Mary 


New Jersey to Nashville and served as a Union 


soldier during the late war; Clarissa Elizabeth, wife ' 
of Harvey Givens, of Bradford, Steuben County, | 


N. Y.; Jacob, a farmer of Steuben County; Joseph, 
& carpenter of Steuben County who with his 
brother Eben served in the late war; Eben, Lieu- 


tenant of the Union Army died in New Jersey | 


soon after his discharge from the service; Susan, 
wife of George Givens, a resident of Steuben 
County. 
The subject of this sketch had but limited edu- 
cational advantages and his early life was passed 
uneventfully. He learned the shoemaker’s trade 
and remained in the State of his nativity until he 
had attaimed his majority. Later going to New 
York, he located in Columbia,County, where he re- 
sided for about seventeen years, from 1840 until 
1857. During that period he was married in 1842 
to Miss Julia Ann Kilmer, a native of that county 
and a daughter of Peter W. Kilmer. 

Both before and after his marriage, Mr. Carmon 
worked on a farm by the month for several years. 
He commenced life a poor boy, empty handed and 


own efforts. In 1857 he came to Wisconsin, ar- 
riving in Kenosha on the 14th of May. 
a location in the town of Bristol, but for four 
years only rented his land. In 1858 he rented the 
farm upon which he now resides and as soon as he 
had saved a sufficient sum, purchased it. Many 
improvements he has made since that time, thus 
adding greatly to its value and attractive appear- 
ance. He now has one hundred and forty-seven 
and one-half acres in the home farm and about six 
miles distant is a twenty-two and one-half acre 
timber tract of which he is owner. Industry, en- 
terprise and perseverance are numbered among his 
chief characteristics and have proved important 
factors in his success. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Carmon have been born three 
children of whom the eldest, Mary Jane, is now 


He made | 


the wife of Orrin J. Benedict and like the farm of 
Mr. Bryant, that of Mr. Benedict also joins the 


| Carmon homestead; Alice B., the youngest, married 


Jane, wife of Peter De Reamus who removed from | William J. Rhodes and their home is on a farm in 


the town of Somers. 

For a few years while residing in New York, 
Mr. Carmon was a member of the State Militia and 
for two years in early life he drilled in a cadet 
company. His first Presidential vote was cast for 
William Henry Harrison and he supported the 
Whig party until the rise of the new Republican 
party, with which he has since been identified. His 


wife is a member of the Methodist Church. Both 


are held in high esteem in the community where 
they reside and in the thirty-five years of their 
residence here have formed a wide acquaintance. 
By no unseemly act has Mr. Carmon forfeited the 
goodwill in which he is held but is known 
throughout the community as an honored early 
settler, a self-made man and substantial farmer and 
a progressive and valued citizen. 


——3D- $e SH 


| ¡ILLIAM SMITH, who is engaged in gen- 
eral farming on section 24, Dover Town- 


the success he has achieved is due entirely to his | 


ship, is a worthy representative of one of 
the pioneer families of Racine County, his father, 
William Smith, Sr., having here located in June, 
1842, a half century ago. In County Norfolk, 
England, the father was born July 7, 1817, and 
spent the greater part of his boyhood and youth 
in bis native land. At length he determined to 
try his fortune in America and in 1839 bade good- 
bye to his old home. The first three years after 
his arrival in the United States were spent in New 
Jersey, and in 1842 he came West, where lands 
were free and one could obtain a home if only he 
had the courage and determination to brave the 
hardships of frontier life. Mr. Smith spent one 
summer in Milwaukee and in the fall of the same 
year came to Racine County, locating in the town 
of Dover. He entered land which he purchased 


when it came into market and after it had been 
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cleared and fenced he developed therefrom a fine 
farm. With the carly history of this community 
he has been prominently connected. He assisted in 
surveying Racine County and in other ways aided 
inits progressand growth. After residing here for 
three years he was united in marriage with Miss 


Mary Welch, a native of Ireland, where her father, | 


John Welch, also lived and died. 

Mr. Smith became the owner of a fine farm of 
one hundred and sixty acres and every improve- 
ment upon it is a monument to his thrift and 
enterprise. He reared his family here and it is 
one of which he may well be proud. In his de- 
clining years he is now living retired, having laid 
aside tle cares and duties of business life and with 
his children he is now enjoying the rest which he 
so richly deserves. His life has been well and 
worthily spent and we take pleasure in thus men- 
tioning him to our readers. His estimable wife, 


who has proved a true helpmate to him on life's 
journey, was called to her final home in 1885. | 
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Their family numbered eight children as follows: | 


Robert W., a carpenter of Union Grove; Amelia, 
wife cf William McDonald, a substantial farmer of 
Dover Township; John H., whoowns and operates 
afarm adjoming the old homestead; Eliza, wife 
of John Crane, also engaged in agricultural pur- 
suits; William, whose name heads this sketch; Anna, 
wife of Hugh Dardis, of Antioch, III.; Carrie, wife 
of James Bell of Waukesha, Wis., and Hattie, wife 
of John Young, a merchant of Union Grove. 


William Smith, who now operates the old home- | 


stead farm of the family, has the honor of being a 
native citizen of Racine County. He first opened 
his eyes to the light of day on the 15th of Septem- 
ber, 1854, and- when he had attained a sufficient 
age he began attending dhe district schools of the 
neighborhood. Later he entered Rochester Semi- 
nary where his education. was completed, and he 
then resumed work upon the farm, remaining with 
his father until after he had attained his majority. 
He then left home and went to Chicago, working 
for two years in that city and in other parts of 
Illinois. In the spring of 1881 he returned home 
and took charge of the farm which he has since 
managed with excellent success. This farm is one 


of the best in the community, being well improved. 


A large substantial residence, good barns and out- 


| building and a fine orchard enhance its value, and 
| the well tilled fields presenting a neat appearance 


give evidence of the thrift and industry of the 
manager. Mr. Smith is regarded as one of the 
progressive young farmers of Dover Township. He 
is also a valued citizen whose public spirit leads 
him to aid all interests calculated to benefit the 
community. Heis both well and favorably known 
throughout Racine County where almost his entire 
life has been passed, and those who had been his 
acquaintances from boyhood are numbered among 
his stanchest friends, 


SI O 


ACOB FOX, who resides on section 8, Mt. 
Pleasant Township, Racine County, is en- 
gaged principally in raising fruits and vege- 
tables for the Racine market, and has a fine 


farm. It has been his home for almost twenty-six 


| years, or throughout his entire residence in Wis- 
| eonsin. Mr. Fox is a native of Germany, his birth 
| having occurred in Baden, on the 9th of December, 


1833. His father, Jacob Fox, was born in Wurtem- 
burg and became a stonemason by trade. In 
Baden he became acquainted with and married 
Margaret Quenzer, a native of that province, and 
in 1850 he emigrated with his family to America. 
The vessel in which they sailed at length safely 
reached its destination and on the 24th of May, 
they landed in New York. Their first settlement 
was made near the city of Troy, where Mr. Fox 
secured work at his trade. He carried on his la- 
bors in that locality until 1853, and the month of 
September of that year witnessed his arrival in 
Racine, Wis., where he again worked as a stone- 
mason. He followed his chosen occupation in that 
city until his death, which occurred by accident 
December 23, 1868. 

Jacob Fox, whose name heads this sketch was 
seventeen years of age when he crossed the Atlan- 
tic with his parents. Three days after reaching 
New York he began working as a farm hand and 
from 1851 until 1862 was in the employ of one 
man, a fact which well testifies to his faithfulness 


feeling that his adopted country needed his servi- 
ces he joined Company G, of the One Hundred 
and Sixty-ninth New York Infantry, in which he 
served until the close of the war, when on the 8th 
of July, 1865, he was discharged at Raleigh, N. C. 
With his regiment he participated in a number of 
important engagements, including the battle of 
White House Landing, Va., and the siege of Ft. 
Wagner, after which he went to Jacksonville, Fla., 
arriving in that city February 22, 1864. He took 
part in the battle there fought and then joined 
Ben Butler on his James River expedition. He 
fought in the battles of Green Valley, Strawberry 
Plains, Cold Harbor and Fort Fisher, the last- 
named occurring in January, 1865. Altogether 
he took part in thirty-three battles and skirmishes 
and during his entire service was only absent a 
few days when he was confined in the hospital by 
sickness. A faithful soldier, he was ever found at 
his post of duty and when the war was over he 
was honorably discharged from the service. 
Returning to New York Mr. Fox again worked 
for eight months in the employ of the farmer with 
whom he had served so faithfully for eleven years 
before entering the army. On the 5th of March, 
1866, in Rensselaer County, N. Y., he was joined 
in wedlock with Miss Fredericka Hilla, who was 
born in Prussia, Germany, and is a daughter of 


John Hilla, who died in Prussia, his native land. | 


By their union were born three children, but Mary 
M., the eldest, is now deceased. She grew to ma- 
ture years, was married and died in Racine County, 
on the 23d of March, 1888. Joseph and Anna 
Christina are still at home and with his grandpar- 
ents also resides John J., the son of their eldest 
child. Mrs. Fox is a member of the Catholic 
Church, to which her children also belong and is a 
lady possessing many excellencies of character. 
Soon after his marriage Mr. Fox brought his 
bride to Racine, arriving in this county on the 6th 
of April, 1866. A few days later he purchased 
the farm which has still been their home and its 
value he has greatly enhanced by the improve- 
ments he has placed upon it. In connection with 
general farming he engages in raising fine fruits 


and vegetables and for these finds a ready market | 
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in Racine. In his business career, however, he has 
not always met with smooth sailing. His farm lay 
in the path of the tornado of 1883 and the storm 
carried away his barn, his machinery and ruined 
his orchard. Another source of disadvantage to 
him has been his ill health, his army experience 
having undermined his constitution, yet he has 
worked on with characteristic energy and his labors 
have not been without their reward. He is now 
classed among the substantial citizens of the com- 
munity and by his many friends and acquaintancs 
is held in high esteem for his sterling worth and 
integrity. 

The first vote which Mr. Fox ever castin America 
was for the martyr President, Abraham Lincoln, 
and he has ever since a citizen of the United States 
cast his franchise for men of principle and honor, 
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AMES NUGENT, who is engaged in gen- 
eral farming on section 27, Yorkville Town- 

| ship, Racine County, was born in West- 
chester County, near New York City, No- 
vember 20, 1841, and is of Irish descent. His 
father, Bartholemew Nugent, was a native of Lim- 
erick, Ireland, born in 1799. Hiseducational ad- 
vantages were very limited. His parents died 
when he was quite young and the care of the fam- 
ily devolved upon him. After working hard for 
some years in his native land he crossed the At- 
lantic to America, accompanied by his brother and 


located in the Empire State, where he worked as a 
| farm hand for some time at $4 permonth. When 


the brothers reached their destination after a voy- 
age of about six weeks they had only twenty 
shillings. They were friendless, strangers in a 
strange land and knew that they must at once se- 
cure work to keep off starvation. Bartholemew 
Nugent began at the very lowest round of the 
ladder of life but worked his way upward to a 
high position. He married Mrs. Margaret (Lyle) 
Breckenridge, a native of Scotland, their union 
being celebrated about 1836. She proved to him 
a true helpmate and their united efforts won for 
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Wen success in tlie affairs ot this life. In an ur 
day they came to Wisconsin, locating in Racine 
County, and when called to their final liome their 
remains were interred in the cemetery of Paris 
Township. The father died September 26, 1867, 
and the mother departed this life in 1888, at the 
advanced age of cighty years. 

In the family of this worthy couple were two 
daughters and a son,the latter, the youngest child, 
being James Nugent, whose name heads this 
sketch. Margaret, the eldest daughter, is the wife 
of Thomas Gorman, a resident farmer of Yorkville 
Township whose sketch appears on another page 
of this work. Mary is the wife of Joseph Dorn- 
ing of English extraction. who now engages in ag- 
ricultural pursuits in Firth, Lancaster County, 
Neb. 

When a child of six months old our subject ac- 
companied his parents to Racine County, Wis., 
they landing at Southport. The first house in 
which he lived in Racine County was a log cabin 
destitute of a chimney. a hole being made in the 
roof, through which the stove pipe was inserted. 
Many of the experiences of frontier life are vivid- 
ly impressed upon his memory; the new farm 
which was their home, the rude implements with 
which they carried on its cultivation; the Indians 
which were seen in the neighborhood; the prairie 
firesand the long stretches of unclaimed land are 
all pictures upon memory’s wall which time can- 
not efface. The little log school house furnished 
him his educational advantages and upon the 
farm he was taught lessons of industry and self- 
reliance. 

On the 23dof June, 1370, Mr. Nugent led to 
the marriage altar Miss Elizabeth Hankinson, who 
was born in Dover Township, Racine County, Wis,, 
October 7, 1843, and was the younger of two 
children. Ella, her sister, is the wife of J. K. 
Williams, an agriculturist of Spring Prairie, Wal- 
worth County. Their pare. ts were Robert and 
Maria (Sedden) Hankinson. The union of our sub- 
ject and his wife has been blessed with three chil- 
dren— Robert who acquired a good practical èd- 
ucation and obtained a teacher's certificate, now 
aids his father in the operation of the farm and is 
a young man of excellent principles and habits; 


Ellen Trans wio is at home is a fine singer and 
young lady of remarkable piety, being ever ready 
for deeds of kindness and charity; and Freddie, an 
infant, completes the family. 

Mr. Nugent is accounted one of the substantial 
farmers of Racine County, and is the owner of two 
hundred and thirty acres of highly improved land 
on section 27, Yorkville Township. His home is 
pleasantly situated within three miles of Union 
Grove and ten miles west of Racine. In the rear 
of the residence are good outbuildings, the fences 
are well kept, the fields well tilled and the neat 
appearance of the place indicates the thrift and in- 
dustry of a careful manager. Among the best 
citizens in this locality Mr. Nugent is numbered 
and for about fifteen years he has been clerk and 
treasurer of the Board of Education. In his po- 
litical affiliation he is a stalwart Democrat and his 
first Presidential vote was cast for Gen. George B. 
McClellan. He and his wife are members of the 
Catholic Church in Paris Township. 
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N EV. CHARLES H. PERCIVAL, pastor of the 
First Congregational Church of Racine, has 
occupied the pulpit of that church since 
>: May, 1888. He was born in Waterville, 
Me., on the 23d of December, 1854, and is a son of 
Homer Percival, also a native of the Pine Tree 
State. Homer Percival was born in Vassalboro, 
and 1s now about seventy-eight years of age. The 
maiden name of the mother of our subject was 
Mary Percival. His father is the present cashier of 
the Peopie’s National Bank of Waterville, Me., and 
has held that position for more than forty years, 
being probably the oldest bank cashier in the 
State. 

The boyhood days of our subject were spent 
under the parental roof and he early displayed an 
aptitude for study. His primary educational ad- 
vantages which were acquired in the common 
schools, were supplemented by a course in Amherst 
College, from which he was graduated in the class 
of 1879. Having determined to enter the ministry 
in order to fit himself for his chosen work, he pur- 


PORTRAIT AND Bl — ALBUM. 


sued a two year's *s theological course at the Andover 
Theological Seminary. In 1881 he went to Europe 
ursuing his studies in Edinburgh, Scotland and 
in Halle and Berlin, Germany, spending two years 
abroad. 
ordained a minister of the Congregational Church 
in Wiscassett, Me., on the 14th of October, 1884. 
His second regular pastorate was at Houlton, 
Me., he remaining in charge of the church at that 


place until May, 1884, when he came to Racine in | 


response to a call from the First Congregational | 
| tive business. Since becoming an American citi- , 


| zen he has supported the Republican party and is 


Church and accepted the position which he now 
holds. 


Ere leaving the State of his nativity Mr. Perci- | 


val was united in the holy bonds of matrimony, 


with Miss Anna E. Greenleaf, their marriage being | 
celebrated on the 29th of June, 1887. The lady 


is a native of Maine, and a daughter of Capt. 


Greenleaf, formerly of Maine but now of Seattle, 
field, of Racine; Carrie is a successful teacher of 


Wash. Both Mr. and Mrs. Percival and his wife 


are widely known throughout the community and | 


have many warm friends. He has certainly won a 
strong hold upon the regard and esteem not only 
of his own congregation, but of. other citizens as 
well, for we have heard no one speak of him except 
in the highest terms of praise. He is a finished 
scholar, a gentleman of culture and has attained 
toa high plane of exvellence in his profession. 
The church in which he labors has found in him an 
efficient and faithful pastor and his work has not 
been unsuccessful. 


as- en ren 


RANK I. LINGSWEILER, a prominent cıt- 
izen and general merchant of Western 
Union, has the honor of being a native cit- 


zen, of Racine County, his birth having occurred | 


in the town of Caledonia, February 16, 1855. His 
father, John N. Lingsweiler, was a native of Ger- 


many and in the Fatherland acquired a good edu- | 
cation. When a young man he crossed the Atlan- | 


tie to America in 1832, locating first in New York 
City, where he resided several years. It was dur- 
ing that interval tlıat be married Christina Shero, 
who was also born in Germany. In 1845 they 


He then returned to America and was | 
| seemed scarcely begun in this county. 
| removed to the town of Mt. Pleasant, where he 
| again bought raw land and opened up another 
| farm which continued to be his home for a number 


emigrated Westward, locating i in the town of Cal- 
edonia, Racine County, where Mr. Lingsweiler 
purchased a tract of wild land and began the de- 
velopment of a farm. Wisconsin was then a Ter- 
ritory and the work of civilization and progress 
In 1856 he 


of years but in 1886 he went to Missouri, locating 
in Lebanon, where he now resides, retired from ac- 


a man of ability and sterling worth. The family 
numbers four sons and five daughters, all are yet 
living. John G. is now engaged in business in 
Lebanon, Mo.; Louisa is the wife of W. J. Hollen- 
bake, of Racine; Edward is engaged in business in 
Richland, Mo.; Christina is the wife of F. W. Red- 


that city; William H. is engaged in business in 
Racine; Mary is the wife of Christ C. Powderly, 
of Reinbeck, Iowa; Frank I. is the next younger 
and Julia is the wife of William Graham, of Ala- 
mosa, Colo. 

The subject of this sketch spent the days of his 
boyhood and youth upon his father’s farm, his 
time being passed midst play and work. His pri- 
mary education, acquired in the public schools,was 
supplemented by a course in the Rochester Semin- 
ary and when bis school life was completed he en- 


| gaged in teaching for three years. It was in 1886 


that he embarked in the mercantile business in 
Western Union. As his capital was small he began 
with a limited stock but as his trade increased he 
enlarged his store until he now has a most com- 
plete stock of general merchandise and is enjoy ing 
a profitable business. The excellent stock of goods 
which he carries, his fair dealing and his courteous 
treatment have won him many patrons. He is also 
Postmaster, having held the position continuously 
since his appointment to the office in 1880. 

A marriage ceremony performed on the 8th of 
November, 1883, united the destinies of Mr. Lings- 
weiler and Miss M. Ella Nobles, who was born in 
Mt. Pleasant Township, and isa daughter of George 
W. Nobles, of Racine. Three children grace their 
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uston—Ray 1 E., Frank L and Harold 5. M. "The par- 
ents hold a high position in the social world and 
are well and favorably known throughout the com- 
munity, their circle of acquaintances being exten- 
sive. They attend the Baptist Church and Mr. 
Lingsweiler is a member of the Modern Woodmen, 
being Banker of his lodge. He held the office of 
Census Enumerator in 1880, has served as Town 
Treasurer and as a member of the School Board. 
In politics he is a Republican and as every true 
American citizen should do he manifests an inter- 
est in political affairs. He is one of the enterpris- 
ing and substantial business men of Western 
Union and is connected with every good work and 
public enterprise in that town. All who know 
him respect and esteem him and be is well worth a 
representation in the history of his native county. 


S Been 


DWARD AYERS, a farmer and extensive 
stock raiser living on section 9, Rochester 
Township, Racine County, was born on the 

27th of July, 1853, his birth-place being on the 


farm on which he yet resides. He is a representa- 


tive of one of the prominent pioneer families of 
the community, his parents being Hon. Maurice 
and Luthera (Aiken) Ayers. His father was a na- 
tive of Monroe County, N. Y., and the Ayers fam- 
ily is of Scotch origin. The grandparents of our 
subject, Jehial and Clarissa Ayers, had a family of 
seven children as follows: Joseph, deceased; Benja- 
min, Frank, Maurice, Mary, wife of George Willard, 
and Henry. The other members of the family are 
now deceased. 

Maurice Ayers, the father of our subject, ac- 
quired his education in the district schools, which 
he attended until fourteen years of age, when he 
began working on a farm and in compensation for 
his services received the munificent sum of $4 per 
month. He continued to make his home in the 
Empire State until 1845, which year witnessed his 
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Racine County, Wis., where 15 ronted a hotel car- 
rying it on for two years. He then removed to 
Burlington, where he purchased a hotel and en- 
gaged in that line of business through the six suc- 
ceeding years when in 1852 he purchased one hun- 
dred and sixty acres of land on section 9, Rochester 
Township. There he made his home for about 
five years, his energies being devoted to agricult- 
ural pursuits. About this time the Fox River Val- 
ley Railroad was being built and Mr. Ayers became 


| one of its Stockholders. He lived in Burlington 


for a year and then removed to the farm which is 
still the home of his widow. It is a valuable tract 


| of land of three hundred and twenty acres and the 


income derived therefrom leaves Mrs. Ayers in 
comfortable circumstances. 

Mr. Ayers took a very prominent part in politi- 
cal affairs and was a stanch advocate of Democra- 
tic principles. He held numerous local offices and 
was in 1849 represented his district in the State 
Legisiature. At the time of his death he was vico- 
president of the First National Bank of Burling- 
ton, having held the position for several years, 
was a partner in a malt house of Burlington and 
also became the owner of the Burlington flour 
mills. He had attained a high degree in the Mas- 
onry and few men in this community were more 
widely and more favorably known than Maurice 
Ayers. With business interests he was prominently 
identified and became quite well-to-do. In his 
death the county lost one of its best citizens. Unto 
Maurice and Luthera Ayers was born a family of 
seven children, four sons and three daughters, of 
whom four are yet living—Althea, Frank, Edward 
and Henry W. Those who have passed away are 
Clara, Jefferson and Pearly. 

Edward Ayers, whose name heads this sketch 
received the educational advantages afforded by 
the district schools and by subsequent reading and 
observation has become a well-informed man. 
He commenced life for himself on attaining his 
majority and for four years held the position of 
manager of the J. E Case stock farm. Having now 


arrival in the Territory of Wisconsin. The trip | acquired a sum sufficient to purchase a farm for 


West was made by way of the Great Lakes, and 
from the vessel in which he sailed, he landed in 
Chicago. Soon afterwards he went to Rochester 


| 


i 


himself, he became owner of one hundred and sixty 
acres of land ón section 9, Rochester Township. 
This he has now placed under a high state of culti- 
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vation and in connection with gence farming he 
engages quite extensively in stock raising, making 
a specialty of thorough-bred horses. He has in- 
trod into the county some of its finest horses. 
and now has several head of good blooded stock 
in his stables. 

On the 21st of June, 1887, Mr. Ayers was united 
in marriage with Miss Stella Soule, a daughter of 
James and Elvira Soule, both of whom are natives 
of New York. By their union has been born one 
child. 


— — 


LMER H. BRADLEY,a farmer and market 
gardener, has resided on section 5, Somers 
Township, Kenosha County, since 1868. 
He was born in the town of Wallingford, 

New Haven County, Conn., February 22, 1844, 
and comes of an old New England family. His 
father, David Bradley, was also a native of New 
Haven County, where he was reared to manhood 
and, after attaining his majority, married Abbie 
Peck, who was also born in that locality. Mr. 
Bradley was a mechanic by trade, and followed his 
chosen occupation in Wallingford, throughout his 
entire life. He died in 1889. Mrs. Bradley died 
when the sabject of this sketch was a lad of eleven 
years: 

At his mother’s death, Almer Bradley was 
adopted by his uncle, who was then living in Ken- 
osha County, Wis., whither he came in the winter 
of 1856. Stephen Peck, his uncle, was one of the 
very early settlers of this locality, where he had 
made a settlement in 1838, when the country 
round about was almost an unbroken wilderness, 
He made a claim and purchased the land from the 
Government when it came intomarket. With Mr. 
Peck, our subject resided until during the war, 
- having in the meantime acquired a good English 
education in the common schools. On the 20th of 
August, 1863, he joined the boys in blue of the 
First Wisconsin Heavy Artillery as a member of 
Battery C, and was sent to Chattanooga. He 


served until the close of the war and participated 


with his regiment in the battle of Missionary Ridge 
and Lookout Mountain. At the front he remained 
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until the close of the war, when he was honorably 
discharged from the service and mustered out in 
Madison, in August, 1865. Returning then to the 
home of his uncle, he there remained until 1866, 
when he went back to his native State and was 
employed in silver plate works at West Meriden, 
Conn., for about two years. 

During the interval spent in Connecticut, Mr. 
Bradley was married on the 7th of November 1867, 
to Miss Sarah A. Peck, who was born in Salem, 
Kenosha County, Wis., and is a daughter of Stephen 
Peck. At the request of his father-in-law, Mr. 
Bradley returned to Kenosha County, and took 
charge of the farm and business, while upon Mr. 
and Mrs. Peck, who were now in their declining 
years, were bestowéd all the care and attention 
which would make their last days peaceful and 
happy. Since 1868, therefore, Mr. Bradley has re- 
sided upon his present farm in the town of Somers 
and is ranked among the leading agriculturists of 
the community. In 1891 he was called upon to 
mourn his wife, who died on the 27th of June. 
For twenty-four years she had been to him a true 
and faithful helpmate, and her death has been to 
him the greatest sorrow of his life. She was a true 
Christian lady, an active worker in the chirch, 
and was beloved by all who knew her. The two 
daughters of the family are Etta A. and Fannie M. 
The former was graduated from the Three Oaks 
High School, and was also for one year a student 
in the Normal at Whitewater, Wis.,after which she 
became a successful teacher. 

On December 1, 1891, Miss Etta A. Bradley was 
married to William J. Hensche, a native of Racine 
County. His occupation is that of an agricultur- 
ist and market gardener. The young couple will 
make their residence in Mt. Pleasant Township, 
where they are both well known as young people 
of high social standing and prominence. Both Mr. 
and Mrs. Hensche are members of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, known as the Lake Shore Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church. Mr. Hensche is a gentle- 
man of good liberal education, and is a friend of 
good schools. He was formerly a Republican, 
bet now advocates the principles of Prohibition. 
Miss Fannie is also a well-educated young lady, 
and a graduate of the Racine High School. 
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In 8 belief Mr. Bradley is a Methodist, 
and an active worker in the church, He has also 
been Superintendent of the Sabbath-school for 
about ten years. In politics he is a Republican, 
having supported that party since attaining his 
majority, but has never been an aspirant for pub- 
lic office. Socially he is a member of Gov. Harvey 
Post, No. 17, G. A. R., of Racine, and is highly es- 
teemed by his army comrades. The upright and 
honorable life which he has led has won him the 
confidence and good wishes of all with whom he 
has come in contact and few men are more widely 
known in this community than A. H. Bradley. He 
was a faithful soldier of this country in her hour 
of peril, and is likewise a true and valued citizen 
in the days of peace. ‘ 
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ANS ANTHON HANSON is the owner of 
a good farm of sixty-one acres on section 
26, Yorkville Township, Racine County. 
He was born near Varde, Denmark, in the 
Peninsula of Jutland, November 15, 1831, and is 
the youngest of nine children, seven sons and two 
daughters of whom five are yet living, as follows: 
Christian W. who is married and is now a retired 
cabinet-maker of Denmark; Hans Herman who is 
married and follows farming in that land; Nes is 
also married and engages in agricultural pursuits 
in Denmark; May is the widow of Thoste Jennsen 
who was a farmer of Denmark; and Hans A. com- 
pletes the number. 

The subject of this sketch spent the days of his 
boyhood and youth upon his father's farm where 
he was early inured to hard labor but thus de- 
veloped habits of enterprise and self-reliance which 
have been of incalculable benefit to him in after 
life, When fifteen years of age he entered upon 
his business career as a peddler, He wasa young 
man of twenty-two years when he carried out his 
desire of becoming an American citizen. Hemade 
his way from Hamburg, Germany, thence to Eng- 
land, thence to London, across the country to Liv- 


erpool and upon a sailing vessel to New York. He ` 
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did not pause until he reached Milwaukee, Wis., 
where he located. He was not only without 
money but was $8 in debt, thus we see that he 
has had to work his way upward from the very 
lowest round of the ladder of life. Hesoon secured 
a position but had been working only two days 
when he was taken sick, being confined to his bed 
for two months. When he had recovered he again 
began farm work. 

At the age of twenty-five Mr. Hanson married 
Miss Anna Jesperson, a native of Denmark. Their 
union was celebrated March 21, 1857, and was 
blessed with two children, a son and daughter, hut 
both are now d The mother died Novem- 
ber, 20, 1861, and Mr. Hanson was again married 
July 30, 1863, his second union being with Mary 
Jacobson, who was also born in Denmark. Two 
children were born unto them— Anna, wife of 
Courtland Balsley, a farmer; and Mary, wife of 
Fred Coleman, a stone and brick-mason of Lake 
Geneva and the leader of the Geneva Armory Brass 
Band. Again Mr. Hanson was called upon to 
mourn the loss of his wifo who died March 28, 
1866, and was interred in the Raymond cemetery. 
He married Miss Anna Mogensen, a native of Den- 
mark, on the 8th of May, 1868. Four children 
graced their union, of whom three are yet living: 
Emma, the eldest, who acquired a good education 
and secured a teacher’s certificate, is now the wife 
of Elmer Shelding, a horticulturist of Caledonia; 
Jennie is filling a position of book-keeper in Racine; 
and James is aiding his father in the cuitivation 
of the home farm which comprises sixty-one acres 
of good land well cultivated and improved. 

Mr. Hanson and his wife hold to the faith of the 
Close Communion Baptist Church and have given 
liberally to benevolent and charitable objects 
worthy of their support. He is one of the firm ad- 
vocates of Republican principles and cast his first 
presidential vote for Gen. John C. Fremont, since 
which time he has supported each successive candi- 
date. He has served for thirteen ycars as School 
Treasurer but has never sought the honors or emol- 
uments of public office. Mr. Hanson is regarded 
as man of the strictest integrity and for over twenty 
years has acted as guardian, a fact which indicates 
the confidence reposed in him. Fair and honest in 


all his dealings he has won the good will and esteem 
of many and both he and his wife have a large circle 
of friends and acquaintances of this community. 
They have endeavored to bring their children up 
in “i t way anå may be proud of their family 
who do honor to the parents’ teachings. 
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OHN LUCAS, one of the honored pioneer 
settlers of Kenosha County, has been en- 
gaged in farming on section 10, Pleasant 
Prairie Township since 1861, and is recog- 

nized as one of the successful agriculturists and 

leading citizens of the community. His life record 
is as follows: He was born in Radnovshire, Wales, 

May 19, 1836, and is a son of John and Elizabeth 
(Evans) Lucas, the former a native of Wales and 

the later of England. They were married in the 
former country, where they continued to make 

their home until 1842, which year witnessed their 
emigration to America. From New York they 
went up the Hudson River to Albany, from thence 
by the Erie Canal to Buffalo and on the Great 

Lakes made their way to Cleveland, Ohio. They 

settled in Coshocton County, that State, but after 

a year resumed their Westward journey,coming to 
Southport, now Kenosha, Wis. The father pur- 
chased a farm in the town of Paris, upon which 

little improvement had yet been made and in a log 

cabin the family began life in the West in true 
pioneer style. His farm of one hundred and sixty 
acres, Mr. Lucas made one of the best in the com- 
munity. He built thereon a comfortable residence, 
barns and granaries and set ont a large apple and 
pear orchard. Ile became one of the substantial 
citizens of the community and was widely and 

favorably known. In religious belief he was a 
Baptist. He took an active interest in all that per- 
tained to the welfare of the community and its 
upbuilding and progress and was especially inter- 

ested in the cause of education. He died March 

27, 1858, but his wife survived until 1873. 

This worthy couple were parents of four sons 
and one daughter who grew to mature years— 
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| located in Evansville, Rock County, Wis., where 


his death occurred; James is married and resides 
near Bertrand, Neb., where he follows farming; 
Elizabeth Ann is the wife of A. J. Stover, a resi- 
dent of Majors, Buffalo County, Neb.; Joseph E. 
was married and located in Racine, where his death 
occurred, 

The other member of the family was John Lucas 
whose name heads this sketch. He was a lad of 
six summers, when with his parents he crossed the 
Atlantic to America. In Kenosha County he was 
reared to manhood and in the district schools of 
the neighborhood his early education was acquired. 
He went to Ohio in 1859, and spent one year in the 
University of Westerville, after which he returned 
to this county and taught one term of school in the 
town of Brighton. In his younger days he also 
learned the carpenter’s trade and as a contractor 
and builder engaged in business fora number of 
years. He also engaged in hotel keeping at Trues- 
dale for six years, after which he turned his atten- 
tion to agricultural pursuits which he has since fol- 
lowed. More than thirty years have passed since 
he took up his residence upon his present farm. 
His ceaseless activity and enterprise have made of 
this place one of the best farms in the community 
and the improvements there seen, both useful and 
ornamental, are many. | 

Mr. Lucas has been identified with the Republi- 
can party since its organization and since he became 
a voter, for his first Presidential ballot supported 
John C. Fremont. His fellow-townsmen, recog- 
nizing his worth and ability, have called upon him 
to fill a number of positions of public trust. Soon 
after he had attained his majority he was elected 
Assessor of the town of Paris and served two terms. 
He has served as Assessor of Pleasant Prairie 
Township for nine years, has been a member of the 
Board of Supervisors for several years, three years 
of which time he was chairman, and in 1871 was 
elected Sheriff of Kenosha County. On the expi- 
ration of that term of two years he was re-elected 
for another two years, holding the office until 1877, 
when he was made Deputy Sheriff and filled that 
position two years. For some seventeen years he 
has also served as Justice of the Peace in the town 


Thomas E., a veterinary surgeon, was married and | of Pleasant Prairie. We thus see that he has held 
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many “public positions and in all of thane he wa 
discharged his duty so acceptably that he has won 
the commendation of all concerned. Socially Mr. 
Lucas isa Royal Arch Mason, belonging to Kenosha 
Lodge, No. 47, A. F. & A. M., and Kenosha Chap- 
ter, R. A. M. Himself and wife are both members 
of the Congregational Church. 

Mr. Lucas has been twice married. 
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acquiring his «önökllon in we common schools, 
In 1838, he bade good-by to friends and native 


land and sailed for America, locating first in Chi- 


| cago, where he resided for about four years. 


In Ohio, in | 


1860, he wedded Miss Sarah J. Everal, a native of | 


the Buckeye State, who died about a year later. 


In 1864, he was united in marriage in the town of 


Pleasant Prairie with Angeline Dabbs, a native of 
England, who when a child was brought to this 
country by her father Charles Dabbs, now deceased, 
who was one of the substantial farmers of Pleasant 
Prairie Township. By this union have been born 
six children—John C. who is now engaged in farm- 
ing in Pleasant Prairie Township; Floyd G., 
occupies a responsible position as telegraph opera- 
tor in Chicago, is married and has one child; Mabel 
L. and Lottie L. at home; Schuyler B., who is em- 
ployed in Chicago; and Frank A., a lad of eleven 
years, attending the homeschool. The Lucas fam- 
ily is well and favorably known throughout this 
community and the members hold a high position 
in social circles. Mr. Lucas is a man of sterling 
worth and integrity who has achieved success in 
life by his own efforts and won for himself the 
esteem of all with whom business and pleasure have 
brought him in contact. 
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se ENRY F. JOHNSON, one of the wide awake 

and enterprising young farmers of Norway 

Township, Racine County, residing in sec- 

tion 12, has a record which can scarcely 
be equalled. He has spent his entire life upon the 
farm which is still his home. Few can say as much 
in America where changes are constantly occurring 
and people seem to form no attachment for old 
homes, but are continualiy moving from place to 
place. His birth occurred on the 5th of March, 
1860, and he is of Norwegian descent. His father, 
Ole Johnson, was a native of Norway and in that 
country spent the days of his boyhood and youth, 


In 
that city he married Julia H. Beckjord, a native 
of Norway, and in 1842 they removed to Racine 
County, Wis. Everything here was wild and 
unimproved and the work of civilization seemed 
scarcely begun. Mr. Johnson has borne his part 
in subduing the vast wilderness and making the 
county what it is to-day. He located on a farm in 
the town of Norway which is now the property of 
his son Henry, obtaining half his land from the 


| Government. He at once began clearing and im- 


who | 


proving it and in course of time it yielded to him 
a good income as the reward of his arduous labors. 
He had started out in life a poor man but his 
energies, perseverance and good management have 
made him well-to-do. As his financial resources 
increased, he also increased his possessions and 
bought two farms in Dane County which he gave 
to hissons. He is now living retired, having laid 
aside the active duties of the farm to enjoy the 
rest which he has so truly earned and so richly 
deserves. He resides with his son Charles and 
although eighty-three years of age is yet hale and 
hearty. He is well and favorably known through- 
out this part of the State and his straightforward 
and upright life has made him respected by all. 
His estimable wife was called to her final rest 
April 15, 1881. 

Unto this worthy couple were born six children, 


| four sons and two daughters—John J., who is a 


farmer and Postmaster of Ogema, Price County, 
Neb.; Peter, who is married and follows farming in 
Holt County, Neb.; Caroline; Charles, a farmer of 
Norway Township; Henry F, of this sketch; and 
Sarah, who completes the family. 

Our subject spent the days of a happy boyhood 
and youth in his parents’ home and was there 
trained to habits of industry. He attended the 
district schools of the neighborhood in the winter 
season and in the summer months worked upon 
the farm until he began life for himself. in the 
division of the estate he became owner of the old 
homestead and now has one hundred and sixty acres 
of valuable land, all in one body. Itsimprovements 
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are many and are both useful: and oiaren in 
character. They greatly enhance the value of the 


place and consist of a good residence, a large farm | 
with a basement and other necessary outbuildings, | 


together with added accessories found on a model 
farm. 

The lady who is now Mrs. Johnson, bore the 
maiden name of Caroline A. Nelson. 


of N. II. Nelson, one of the early settlers. 


them has been born one son—Orville N. Mrs. 
Johnson is a member of the Lutheran Church and 
Mr. Johnson is also a believer in its doctrines and 
tion finds in him a stanch friend. He believes in 


effective service in promoting the excellence of 
the schools while serving as a member of the Board 


terms. He is also one of the Supervisors of the 
town of Norway and is proving an efficient oflicer. 
In his political affiliations he is a Republican. 
Public spirited and progressive, he is a valued 
citizen of the town of Norway and a worthy 
representative of one of the honored pioneer 
families. 
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at Lakeside is known throughout the com- 
munity and is à favorite resort with eity 
people wishing to spend the hot summer months in 
the country, is a genial and popular host. His 


¡E M. MOORE, whose beautiful home 


rods and is situated within a mile and a half of 
Burlington. Mr. Moore was born April 19, 1846, in 
Racine County, and is the only child of William 
V. and Mary (Miller) Moore. 
in Orange County, N. Y., in 1817,and died in 


pation of farming and was a man of much promi- 
nence in this community. 
years as County Treasurer, was for two terms Jus- 
tice of the Peace, was County Supervisor and in 


| interests of that party. 
| the lowlands of Scotland and when only a year 


She too has | 
spent her entire life in this county and isa daughter | 
Their | 
marriage was celebrated October 5, 1887, and unto | 


ture. His worth und ability weil fitted 3 tor 
positions of public trust and his public and private 
life were alike above reproach. In politics he was 
astanch Republican who labored untiringly in the 
His wife was a native of 


old was brought to America. She still survives 
her husband and is living in Burlington; she holds 
membership with the Congregational Church. 
Our subject has spent his entire life in the 
county of his nativity and his primary education, 


| acquired in the common schools was supplemented 
| by a course in the Racine High School. 
| panion and helpmate on life's journey he chose 
gives liberally to its support. The cause of educa- | 


As a com- 


Miss Maggie L. Morrison, their wedding being cel- 


| ebrated January 29, 1874. The lady is a native of 
good schools and competent teachers and has done | 


Walworth County, Wis., and a daughter of John 
and Rachel (Lightbody) Morrison. Her father, a 


native of Scotland, came to America when a small 
of Education, which position he has filled for three | 


boy and learned the trade of a machinist. He is 


| numbered among the early settlers of Walworth 
County, where many years of his life were passed. 


His business career was a successful one and his 
prosperity was due entirely to his own efforts. 
Such was the confidence reposed in him that his 
word was as good as his bond. He died in 1864, 


| at the age of forty-eight years, respected by all who 


knew him and amid the regret of many warm 


| friends he was laid to rest in Little Prairie Ceme- 


tery, where has been erected a beautiful monument 


to his memory; his widow still survives him. She 

| was born in Scotland, in 1814, and although now 

| seventy-six years of age is enjoying good health. 

| She makes her home with her daughter, Mrs. 
Moore, 

home borders upon Brown’s Lake for about forty | 


By the union of our subject and his estimable 
wife, were born two sons and two daughters, but 
one son is now deceased.. William Roy, the eldest, 


| will graduate from the Burlington High School in 
His father was born | 


1892, after which he expects to pursue a university 


| course. He is a young man of more than ordinary 
1884. Throughout his life he followed the occu- | 


ability, displaying particular aptitude in his stad- 


| ies. Jessie and Mabel are also attending school. 
He served for four |” 


Since the time when he cast his first vote for 


| Gen. Grant, Mr. Moore has been a supporter of the 
| Republican party and its measures. He is one of 


1872 represented his district in the State Legisla- | the valued citizens of this community who mani- 


fests a commendable interest in all that pertains to 
the upbuilding of the county and the promotion 
of the general welfare. His beautiful farm com- 
prises ninety-two and one-half acres of valuable 
land on the bank of Brown's Lake, It was opened 


up as a summer resort in 1886, and Lakeside has | 


since won great favor with city people. There are 
two comfortable residences, one of twelve rooms 
und the other also commodious, beside the dwelling 
of the family. Boating, fishing, hunting, driving 
and other outdoor sports are enjoyed by the 
guests who partake of the hospitality of Mr. and 
Mrs. Moore. These pleasant people do all in their 
power to make their patrons feel at home and the 
success of their endeavors is attested by the liberal 
patronage. 


en tke een 


OSEPH A. ROWBOTTOM, who is engaged 
in general merchandising in Bristol, is 
ranked among the enterprising and leading 
citizens of that village. His life record is 

as follows. He was born on the ist of October, 
1853, in Greenbush, opposite the city of Albany, 
N. Y., and is of English descent. His parents, 
Abram and Hannah (Wilby) Rowbottom, were 
both natives of England, where they grew to 
mature years and were married. Hoping to bet- 
ter their financial condition, they crossed the briny 


deep to America about 1845, and settled in New- | 


York opposite Albany, where they made their 
home for a few years, during which time the birth 
of our subject occurred. In 1857, they emigrated 


Westward and located in Delavan, Wis., where 


they resided for a year, and then removed to Ra- 
cine County. Their home is now in Union Grove. 

Our subject was a lad of only four summers, 
when brought by his parents to this State. He at- 
tained his majority in Racine County, where for 
a time he attended the public schools, although he 
is largely a self-educated man. In his youth he 
learned the shoemaker’s trade, which he followed 
for a number of years. Coming to Bristol in 1877, 
he established a shop here, and followed his chosen 
occupation for five years, when he opened a boot 
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| and shoe store and has since enlarged his stock, 


merging it into a general merchandise establishment. 
Since that time he has built up a good business, and 
has now a flourishing trade. By fair and honest 
dealing and courteous treatment,he has secured this 
liberal patronage which he well merits. 

In Union Grove, October 1, 1877, Mr. Row- 


bottom led to the marriage altar Miss Mary Brown, 


a native of Racine County, and a daughter of 
Archibald Brown, one of the honored pioneers of 
that county. Unto them have been born three 
children, a daughter and two sons—Lulu May, 
Frank O. and Ward A. 

Since he became a voter, Mr. Rowbottom has 
been identified with the Republican party, having 
cast his first Presidential ballot for Rutherford M. 
Hayes. In 1884, his fellow-townsmen honored him 
by an election to the office of Treasurer and Col- 
lector of the town of Bristol and he has been 
re-elected each succeeding term since, holding the 
position for cight consecutive years, n fact which 
proved his faithfulness and promptness in discharge 
of duty. A public-spirited and progressive citi- 
zen, he takes an active interest in all that pertains 
to the welfare of Bristol, and does much for the 
advancement of those enterprises calculated to 
prove of benefit to the community. As a business 
man he is sagacious, industrious and enterprising, 
and well deserves the success which has crowned 


| his efforts. 


is one of the many citizens of Racine of 

foreign birth, who have risen from poverty 
to independence by their own exertions. Such an 
one well deserves to be called a self-made man and 
the praise conveyed in that term is applicable to 
our subject. 

Mr. Johnson is a native of Denmark. He was 
born March 16, 1844, and is a son of James 
Adamson and Caroline Nelson, both of whom 
were natives of Denmark. The family emigrated 
to America in 1870, landing in New York City in 
month of May, and from thence came to Racine, 


p) 75 JOHNSON, dealer in coal and wood. 
= 


where Mr. Adamson now resides. His first wife | 


died in this city, and he has since married again. 
Niels Johnson spent his youth in his native 
land, remaining with his parents until seventeen 


years of age, when he shipped before the mast as | 


a common sailor. For a number of years his home 
port was in England. In 1865 he started upon a 
voyage around the world in an American vessel, 
commanded by Capt. Thomas Smith. 
from Newcastle, England, visited various seaport 
cities in different parts of the world and reached 
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last named lodge is a benevolent organization and 
numbers some four hundred members. Both Mr. 


| Johnson and his wife are members of the Lutheran 


They sailed | 


home in 1866 after an absence of almost two | 


years. In 1868, Mr. Johnson became a resident of 
this country. 
and was there made mate of a vessel on which he 
sailed from that port for two years. In 1870, be 


He located in Providence, R. I., 


came to Racine, spending the two succeeding | 


years of his life as a sailor on the lakes. The year 


to Racine and embarked in other pursuits. For 
several years he engaged in fishing on the lakes 
as a means of livelihood, and in 1882 became a 
dealer in coal and wood in Racine. His business 
was small at first owing to his limited capital, but 
he soon won a liberal patronage, and his facilities 
have in a corresponding manner been increased. 
His enterprise and untiring efforts have won him 
a handsome competence, and he has dealt to some 
extent in real estáte. He now owns a nice resi- 
dence property in Racine, and is also a partner in 
a sailing vessel on the lake. 


Taunton, Mass., July 24, 1872, Miss Catherine 
Christianson becoming bis wife. The lady is a 


Protestant Church. In the social world they rank 
high and in business circles none are more favor- 
ably known than Niels Johnson, the popular and 
highly respected dealer in coal and wood in 
Racine. 


4 RIGHT CHADWICK, contractor of engine 
W construction in the shops of the J. I. Case 


Threshing Machine Company, is a native 


of Racine, and was born March 26, 1851. His 


| parents were Ezekiel and Margaret (Ratliff) Chad- 
1873 he again spent on the Atlantic, and then | 
after cighteen years of sea-faring life, he returned 


wick, early settlers of that city and natives of 
England. They were born in the town of Hyde, 
near Manchester, were married in the land of their 
nativity and emigrated to the United States about 
1843. Their first home in this country was in Mt. 
Holly, N. J., where they resided until 1848, when 
they came to Wisconsin and settled in Racine. 
Further details of the father’s history are given in 
the sketch of Elijah F. Chadwick, which appears 
on another page of this work. 

Our subject was reared to manhood in Racine, 
his early life passing uneventfully, and his edu- 


| cation was acquired in the public schoois. When 
| twenty years of age, he began to learn the machin- 
The marriage of Mr. Johnson was celebrated in | 


native of Denmark and a daughter of John Chris- | 


tianson. 


The family circle now numbers four | 


children—Alwiida, Emma, Frederick and Arthur, | 


who are the light of their parents’ home. 


This | 


family occupies a pleasant residence at No. 1127 | 


North Chatham Street. 

Mr. Johnson is a member of several secret and 
benevolent societies. 
Lodge, No. 137, I. O. O. F., in which he has filled 
all the offices and is now Treasurer; is a member 
of Lodge No. 4, Danish Brotherhood, and of the 


He belongs to McDonald | 


ist’s trade in the shops of the Western Union 
Railroad Company of Racine, now the Chicago 
Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad. Having served 
the usual term of apprenticeship, he continued to 
work in those shops until November 21, 1891, 
when, having been awarded the contract for crect- 
ing engines in the works of the J. I. Case Threshing 
Machine Company, he left the railroad shops to 


| enter upon his new field of operations on the 30th 


I 
I 
I 
| 
i 
i 


of Novemeber of that year, 

Mr. Chadwick was united in marriage in Racine 
November 4, 1875, the lady of ais choice being 
Miss Isabella Telfer, who was born in Reedsburg, 
Sauk County, Wisconsin., and is a daughter of 


Danish Society, of which he is Treasurer. The | David and Mary Telfer. Her parents were natives 
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of Scotland, and in 1850, bidding good-by to their 
native land, they crossed the Atlantic to America. 
The family of Mr. and Mrs. Chadwick numbers 
three children, two sons and a daughter as follows: 
David, Elijah, Ellis and Effa. All were born in 
Racine. 

In political sentiment Mr. Chadwick is a suppor- 
ter of Republican principles, and socially is a 
member of Racine Lodge, No. 8, L O. O. F.; Star 
Encampment, No. 4; and of the Lily of the West, 
Rebekah Degree, Lodge, No. 33. He also holds 
membership with Belle City Temple, No. 2, Patri- 
archal Circle. Mr. Chadwick has been represen- 
tative to Wisconsin Grand Lodge, of Odd Fellows 
from Racine Lodge, also to the Grand Encampment, 
and is Past District Deputy of the Camp. He is 
also present District Deputy of Racine Lodge, No. 
8, and of McDonald Lodge, No. 137, and has been 
an active and influential member of the Odd Fellows 
fraternity since his connection with the society. 
Mr. Chadwick has been an employe in the machine 
shops of the Chicago Milwaukee & St. Paul Rail- 
road Company and ofthe original company for 
twenty-one years, and is held in high esteem for 
his skill as a mechanic, and his fidelity to duty. 
He likewise ‘enjoys the confidence and kindly re- 
gard of a large circle of acquaintances, 
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ILLIAM C. BACON, who is engaged in 
W farming and stock raising on section 5, 

Bristol Township, Kenosha County, was 
born in that town on the Ist of August, 1855. 
His father, Hiram Bacon, is numbered among the 
pioneer settlers. He was born in Salem, N. Y., in 
1823, and when a young man of thirty years, 
married Harriet E. Coburn, a native of Vermont. 
The following year they emigrated to Wisconsin, 
locating in the town of Bristol, Kenosha County, 
where Mr. Bacon purchased one hundred acres of 
partially improved land. He made it his home 
for about a year and then sold and purchased 
another farm in the same neighborhcod that had 
been slightly improved. To its cultivation he 
devoted his energies for several years, when he 
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again sold and bought the farm upon which our 
subject now resides. That was in 1863, and the 
farm is one of the first settled in the township. A 
tract of two hundred and twenty acres yielded a 
golden tribute to the care and cultivation of Mr. 
Bacon, who made it his home until his death. He 
was a man well known in this community and 
had the respect and confidence of his many ac- 
quaintances. He adhered to the principles of the 
Republican party and was himself elected to a 
number of local offical positions, including that of 
Supervisor. He was a man who had the best 
interests of the community at heart and was a 
warm friend of the cause of education and every- 
thing which ‘tended to benefit the community. 
He died April 22, 1872, and his death was much 
regretted by many friends. Mrs. Bacon still sur- 
vives him and resides with her son, our subject. 

The only children of Hiram and Harriet E. 
Bacon are William C. of this sketch and his sister, 
Mary E. After the death of her husband, the 
mother removed to Kenosha to give them better 
educational advantages and they there attended 
school for two years. Subsequently they returned 
to the farm and our subject resumed its manage- 
ment. He and his sister were both married at the 
old homestead on the 20th of March, 1879; Mary 
became the wife of Dr. L. D. Scherer, then a phy- 
sician of Bristol, now practicing his profession in 
Kimball, Neb., while Mr. Bacon led to the marriage 
altar Miss Maggie Sheen, a native of Wales, who, 
however, came to this country in childhood with 
her father, James Sheen, and here was educated. 
A daughter graces the latter union, and she bears 
the name of Mr. Bacon's sister, Mary E. She is 
now attending the town school. 

In his political affiliations, Mr. Bacon is a Re- 
publican, having supported that party since he 
cast his first Presidential vote for James A. Gar- 
field. His time and attention, however, he devotes 
to his farm work, in which he has met with signal 
success. He and his mother now own, and he 
operates two hundred and twenty acres of valuable 
land, pleasantly situated within three-quariers of 
a mile of Bristol. His life has been a quiet and 
unassuming one, passed in the pursuit of agricul- 
ture yet his honorable and upright career has won 


f 


— — m nn 


LAFAYETTE PARKER 


him the esteem and onde -will of all with ‘whois he 
has come in contact. Himself and wife have many 
friends throughout this community where he has 
always lived, while Mrs. Bacon has spent her days 
since her early girlhood in this county. Their 
home is a hospitable one and may prosperity con- 
tinue to smile upon it. 


— 
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| A FAYETTE PARKER, deceased, was born 


in Richmond, Vt., September 10, 1817, and 

died at his home in Racine, November 14, 
1885, respected by all who knew him. He was one 
of fourteen children born unto Uriel and Bar- 
sheba (Gray) Parker, who spent their lives in Ver- 
mont. His father was a merchant and also owned 
a large farm in his native State. He spent many 
years in public office and was a popular and 
prominent man in the community where he 
resided. 

The subject of this sketch spent his boyhood 
and youth in the usual way in which the time of 
farmer lads is occupied. He received only the 
educational advantages afforded by the common 
schools, but such was his application that he be- 
came a highly cultured man. In Richmond, Vt., 
he married Lucy M. Drury, the wedding being 
celebrated January 1, 1838. The lady was born 
in Highgate, Vt., October 1, 1820, and isa daugh- 
ter of Daniel and Lucy M. (Marshall) Drury, 
natives of Rutland and Poultney, Vt., respectively, 
The father was a machinist by occupation and 
died when Mrs. Parker was but ten years of age. 
In the family were twelve children but she is the 
only one now living. 

In 1841, Mr. Parker and his wife, travelling by 
way of the lakes, came to Racine. The weather 
was very stormy during the passage and it took 
‘three weeks to make the trip. About a week after 
their arrival, our subject fell, breaking a thigh and 
for two years the accident confined him to his 
home. Through the ignorance of the doctor who 
attended him, the bones were overlapped and the 
limb thus made shorter which caused a slight limp 
in his walk. During his illness, his financial re- 
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sources ran very low ind a Tn the postage on 
which was two shillings, remained in the post office 
two weeks before he had money enough to take it 
out. He obtained the necessary cash as payment 
for serving upon a jury. After he was once more 
enabled to work, Mr. Pendleton gave him an outfit 
for making small beer and Mrs. Parker. ever ready 
to help, did baking; thus they furnished lunch to 
the farmers, who at that time came from long dis- 
tances to trade in Racine. On the Ist of January, 
1848, Mr. Parker was made Deputy Clerk of the 
Circuit Court, under his brother, 1.G. Parker, who 
had come to the county with him. In 1854 he 
was elected Circuit Clerk and held the office con- 
tinuously until 1860, when failing health caused 
him to decline to again become a candidate for the 
office, but in 1862 he was brought forward once 
more, was elected by a good majority and served 
for one more term as Circuit Clerk, when he had 
to give up official life. During his service in that 
office he studied law and was admitted to the bar, 
although it was not his intention to practice, as he 
merely wished the legal knowledge to aid him in 
the discharge of his official duties. Fora time, as 
a member of the firm of Parker & Winship he en- 
gaged in the manufacture of pumps, but their 
works were burned and he then abandoned that 
trade, embarking in the hardwood lumber 
business. 

Politically, Mr. Parker was a Whig until the 
rise of the Republican party of which he became a 
stanch advocate. For some three or four years he 
was Alderman from the Fifth Ward and wasa 
member and for two years had been President of the 
School Board. A warm-hearted, conscientious 
man, he won the love and respect of all. He at- 
tended and supported the Congregational Church, 
of which Mrs. Parker 1s still a member. As a busi- 
ness man he had few superiors and his advice was 
often sought by those who had estates to settle. 
In him the widow found a true friend and a ready 
helper. Many were the estates which he settled, 
among which that of Sidney A. Sage, Sr. He per- 
formed his last official act upon his deathbed, this 
being the signing of papers as secretary of the 
Taylor Orphan Asylum, of which he had been a 
director and secretary for four years. He died 
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November 14, 1885, and in his death the commun- 
ity lost one of its best citizens. 


children of their own they adopted two girls, one 
an orphan, Harriet N., who is now the wife of H. 
E. Rounds, editor and propnetor of the Rogers 
Park (III.) News. The other is now Mrs. Carrie 
Coulter, of Colorado. Mr. Parker lived in this 
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| noble and admirable qualities, he had the respect 
| of all and his loss was sincerely mourned, 
Although Mr. and Mrs. Parker never had any | 


country for forty-four years and such was his | 
kind and genial disposition and such his ability | 


that he won hosts of friends and the confidence 
of all. Mrs. Parker stillsurvives him and is living 


at No. 952 Superior Street. She, too, has many | 


warm friends throughout the community and is a 
lady possessing many excellencies of character. 
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AMUEL STENHOUSE is the owner of a 
fine farm of three hundred and twenty 
acres situated in Rochester, Burlington and 
Dover Townships, Racine County. He has 


a comfortable home thereon, together with good | 


improvements and all the accessories which are to 
be seen around the home of a progressive farmer. 
About forty acres of his land is covered with tim- 
ber and the remainder is all under cultivation or 
meadow pasture land. 


prise of the owner who well deserves to be num- 
bered among the leading and successful agricul- 
tural interests of the community. 

Mr. Stenhouse is a native of Edinburg, Scot- 
land, born March 21, 1822, and his parents, Alex- 
ander and Elizabeth (Lawrence) Stenhouse, were 
also natives of that country, where his mother died 
in 1831; his father was a farmer and dairyman. In 
1841, he emigrated with his family to America, 
landing in New York City, and the same year came 
to Racine County, Wis., where he purchased land. 
Clearing it of timber he built a house thereon and 


began the development and cultivation of the wild | 
He spent the remainder of his life in this 
county, his death occurring in 1858. He was | 
reared under the auspices of the Presbyterian | 


tract. 


Church and accepted that faith. 


The neat appearance of | 
the place gives evidence of the thrift and enter- | 


The family to which our subject belongs num- 
bered three sons and three daughters, but one 
brother died in childhood and another at the age 
of seventeen. The only surviving members are 
Samuel and his sister Agnes who is now the wife 
of Abram Rivers of Cresco, Iowa. 

Samuel Stenhouse grew to manhood in Scotland, 
the days of his youth being spent under the paren- 
tal roof. When twenty years of age he accom- 
panied his father to the United States and remained 
with him until his marriage in 1847, when he was 
joined in wedlock with Miss Harriet Gill, a native 
of England, anda daughter of George Gill. After 
a short married life of five years, she was called to 
her final home in 1852, leaving two children, 
William, who is married and resides in Sac County, 
Iowa, and Harriet, wife of George Noble of Racine 
County. 

On his first marriage Mr. Stenhouse pre-empted 
land adjoining his father’s farm and when it came 
into market purchased it ata land sale. This he 
cleared and improved, making a fine farm, which 
has been his home up to the present time and 
probably will continue to be throughout the re- 
mainder of his life. After the death of his father 
he purchased the old homestead and his landed 
possessions, as before stated, aggregate three hun- 
dred and twenty acres. In 1855 he was again mar- 
ried, his second union being with Miss Ann Whit- 
taker, a native of England, and a daughter of 
John Whittaker who-spent his entire life in that 
land. Four children have been born of their union 
the eldest of whom, George, was born on the home 
farm and on March 14, 1881, wedded Miss Eliza- 


| beth Noble, daughter of Henry Noble, by whom 


he has two children, Lula and Clara; John E. was 


| married in December, 1883, to Miss Mary, daugh- 


ter of Brook Sheard and they have two little 
daughters. The brothers, George and John, oper- 


ate the home farm and are men of excellent busi- 
ness ability and sterling worth. Sarah Elizabeth, 
the third of the family, is the wife of George 
Hinchliffe, a resident farmer of the town of Roches- 
ter, Racine County; and Alice is the wife of 
A man of many | Robert Hankinson, of the town of Dover. 


Mr. Šaipus votes with the Republican party 


and is a stanch advocate of its principles. He has 
held a number of local offices, has served as town 
Supervisor, was Clerk for a number of years and 
has also filled the position of Treasurer. He dis- 
charged the duties devolving upon him with 
promptness and fidelity and thus won the com- 
mendation of all concerned. He has ever taken a 
zealous interest in education and while serving on 
the School Board for a number of years, did much 
for the advancement of the schools in this com- 
munity. The memory of his pioneer life is very 
vivid with Mr. Stenhouse who recalls many of the 
hardships and experiences of life on the frontier, 
when neighbors were miles away and it was long 
distances to market; communication with the out- 
side world was also difficult and it was thought by 
those in the East that Racine County was on the 
very borders of civilization. He has ever borne 
his part in the upbuilding and advancement of the 
county and among the early settlers as well as the 
later arrivals he has formed an extensive acquaint- 
ance which embraces many friends. 
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| OHN RHODES, one of the prominent eiti- 
zens and early settlers of Kenosha County, 

who owns and operates five hundred and 

üfty-one acres of valuable land, was born 
in Yorkshire, England, March 9, 1841, and is one 
of four children whose parents, Thomas and Han- 
nah (Green) Rhodes, were also natives of York- 
shire. His father was a contractor and builder by 
trade and followed that occupation in his native 
land. At length he determined to seek a home in 
America, and in 1842 sailed from Liverpool to 
New York, where he arrived after a voyage of 
- twenty-one days. Proceeding up the Hudson 
River to Albany, he then went by canal to Buffalo 
and thence by way of the Great Lakes to South- 
port, Kenosha County, Wis. There he left his 
family while he started out on foot to seek a loca- 
tion, and at length pre-empted eighty acres of 
land on section 10, Brighton Township. A small 
log cabin which he built was the home of the fam- 
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ily for many years, but it has now long dinos been 
replaced by a more commodious residence. Of 
the three sons and one daughter in the Rhodes 
family, William is now a retired farmer living in 
Burlington; Thomas is a prominent agriculturist 
of Brighton Township; John is the third in order 
of birth; and Elizabeth, the only daughter, died 
in England. Both parents are now deceased. 

The educational advantages of our subject were 
very meagre. He was a babe of one year when he 
was brought by his parents to America. He at- 
tended the district schools of the neighborhood 
until twelve years of age, but the educational ad- 
vantages afforded by a new country are not super- 
ior. The school in which he first conned his les- 
sons was a rude log structure, so low that the 
teacher could not stand erect in it except in the 
center of the room. Mr. Rhodes was early inured 
to hard labor on the farm and gave his father the 
benefit of his work until twenty-two years of age, 
when Thomas Rhodes died, leaving to our subject 
the old homestead, upon which he is still living. 
He still devotes his energies to its cultivation and 
very successful has he been in his business affairs. 
By industry, economy and good management, his 
financial resources were increased and from time to 
time, as he found it possible, he extended the 
boundaries of his farm until now five hundred and 
twenty acres of land, besides valuable property in 
Chicago. 

The efforts of Mr. Rhodes have been ably sec- 
onded by the assistance of his estimable wife, who, 
in her maidenhood, was Miss Fannie Gilbert, 
daughter of William and Ann (Burgess) Gilbert, 
natives of England. Their union was celebrated 
September 26, 1866, and unto them have been 
born two children— Lewis and Mary, who are still 
under the parental roof. The Rhodes household 
is the abode of hospitality and its members rank 
high in the social world. In his political affllia- 
tions Mr. Rhodes is a Republican, having long sup- 
ported that party and has served as a member of 
the County Board of Supervisors. He may well 
be terined a self-made man. In the half century 
which he has passed in Kenosha County he has 
won a place in the high regard of his fellow towns- 
men and is recognized as a valued citizen of the 
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community, wie. ros an wily diy: tins re an 
active part in the work of progress. He has aided 
in the development of the country, has witnessed 
its upbuilding and has seen the introduction of 
those industries and enterprises which have made it 
what it is to-day. 
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AMUEL COOPER, one of the most pro- 
minent and honored pioneers of Racine 


County, well deserves representation in | 


thıs volume on account of the active part that he 


has taken in the upbuilding and development of 
the county. 


ural pursuits. A native of Herkimer County, 
N. Y., he was born August 9, 1814, and was the 
sixth in a family of seven children, five sons and 
two daughters, but with the exception of himself 
all have now passed away. Samuel Cooper, his 
father, was a native of Ireland, and died in Water- 
ford Township at the advanced age of eighty-two 
years. He served in the war of 1812, as Captain 
and throughout his business career followed mer- 
cantile pursuits. In 1840, accompanied by his 
family he started for Racine County, Wis. They 


made the trip by way of the Great Lakes and 


landed at Milwaukee, which was then a small vil- | now aids in the cultivation of the home farm; 


lage. 'The Indians were still numerous in the 
neighborhood and the entire county was in a wild 


and unimproved condition. 


the Samuel Cooper homestead place, one of tlıe 
few land marks of pioneer days that yet remain. 


After a long residence in this community, Samuel | 
Cooper Sr. passed away, his remains being interred | 
in Honey Creek Cemetery, where also sleeps his | 


wife. The mother was also born on the Emerald 
Isle and when a child of seven summers emi- 


grated to America. 


boyhood and youth in the Empire State and in 


He resided on section 32, Waterford | 
Township, and devoted his energies to agricult- | 


| Van Buren. 


the Board of Supervisors, but was never an office 
The subject of this sketch spent the days of his | 
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covery of goi on the Pacific ra: In company 
with James Hall, he started across the plains with 
a mule team in May of that year and on the Ist 


| of October, arrived at the Placer gold diggings. 


Mr. Cooper worked with John Mackey, the great 
millionaire for some time. For five years he bore 
the varied experiences of such a life and in that 
interval won considerable success. In 1855, he 
returned by way of the ocean route and the 


| Isthmus of Panama and during the voyage had a 


very narrow escape from shipwreck. From that 
time his home has been in Racine County. 

On the 16th of November, 1863, Mr. Cooper led 
to the marriage altar Mrs. Agnes (Cumming) 
Jennings, a native of Scotland, and a daughter of 
Andrew and Grace (Thompson) Cumming, who 
emigrated to America and located to Wisconsin, 
ere this State was admitted to the Union. Mrs. 
Cooper spent her girlhood days in the land of the 
Thistle and was educated at Asborns Academy at 
Kilmarnock in Ayrshire. She became an accom- 
plished taxidermist and is justly proud of her two 
large and well filled cases of specimens that adorn 
her parlors. She also is an adept in fancy work, 
and the many beautiful articles which she has made 
make her home very attractive. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Cooper have been born three 
sons and two daughters—Lee, who was educated 
in the common schools and Rochester Seminary, 


Rosella is the wife of David Frazier, a successful 


| agriculturist of Rochester Township; Lucia Roeb- 
The first home of the | 


family was a log cabin which is still standing on | 


ling, who was named for Roebling, the great 
contractor and bridge builder, who was a relative 
of the family, has been educated in music and now 
resides with her parents; Eddie is also at home 
and devotes his energies to farming; and Archie, 
who is at present attending school at Waterford. 

In political sentiment, Mr. Cooper was a life 
long Democrat, having cast his first vote for Martin 
He served two terms as a member of 


seeker. However, he took an active interest in all 
that pertained to the welfare and upbuilding of 


the common schools acquired his education. With | 
the family he came to the West and in the year | 
1850 started for California, attracted by the dis- 
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the community and was an honored and active 
member of Temple Lodge, No. 96, A. F. & A. M., 
of Waterford. The Cooper homestead comprises 


one hundred and seventy acres of valuable land, 
on which is a commodious residence and large 


outbuildings, such as are found on a model farm. 


This beautiful home is one of hospitality and the | 
ber of the Board of Supervisors and filled other 


many friends of the family there delight to gather. 
For more than half a century Mr. Cooper was a 


resident of Waterford Township and has been a | 
eyewitness of the growth and development of | 
Numbered among its best and most | 


the county. 
prominent citizens, he well deserves representation 


in this volume and it is with pleasure that we | 


record this sketch. 

Mr. Cooper’s death took place Nov. 11th, 1891, 
after several months of sickness. His remains were 
buried at Honey Creek Cemetery, with Masonic 
ceremonies and the large attendance of his Masonic 
brethren and others, notwithstanding the inclement 
weather, on this occasion best denoted their regard 
for him and their regret ut the loss of so valued 


a century he had been held as a stanch and valued 
member. 


ant Township, Racine County, well de- 
serves representation in this volume, for he is not 


only one of the leading citizens in the community | 


where he resides, but also claims Racine County as 


his birthplace, and is therefore one of its early | 


settlers. He was born in the town of Caledonia, 
on the 13th of April, 1853, and is a son of Orrin C., 
and Orra Jane (Dart) Stearns. His father was born, 


ing to mature years wedded Miss Dart, also a 


native of the Green Mountain State, and a daugh- | 


ter of James Dart, who was born in New England, 
Previous to his marriage Mr. Stearns had emigrated 


located upon a farm in Caledonia 


the best improved ¡places in the neighborhood. 
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family 


| common-schools 
| School, and subsequently was a student in Beloit 


HARLES K. STEARNS, who is engaged in | 
general farming on section 1, Mt. Pieas- 
G 


| educated. 
Westward and made a location in Racine County, | 
where he spent two years, and when he again came | 
to Wisconsin he brought with him his bride. They | 
Township, | 
which he cleared and developed, making it one of | 
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| There he continued to make his home until his 


death, which occurred in April, 1878. He was 
quite a prominent man in this community, was 
honored with several local offices, served as a mem- 


positions with credit to himself and the satisfaction 
of his constituents. His hearty support was given 
to the cause of education, and while serving for 
several years as a member of the School Board, he 
did much to advance the grade of the schools in 
the community. Mrs, Stearns is still living and 
now resides with her brother in Illinois. The 
of this worthy couple numbers three 
children—Emma A., who is now the wife of J. H. 


Sinclair, who is engaged in business in Minneapo- 
| lis; Charles K., of this sketch; and Walter H., who 


is now married and resides in Racine, holding the 
position of book-keeper in the employ of the J. I. 


| Case Threshing Machine Company. 
a citizen from a community in which fora half | 


Our subject spent the days of his boyhood and 


| youth under the parental roof in the usual manner 
| of farmer lads. 


He was well fitted fur the duties 


| of life by a liberal education. After attending the 


he entered the Racine High 


College. His education being now completed as 
far as school training was concerned, he engaged 
in teaching in Racine for a time. Subsequently he 
went to New York, and in Plattsburg, that State, 
in 1873, embarked in business, which he carried on 
for about a year. On his return to Racine he en- 
gaged in teaching for several years during the 
winter season, while in the summer months he 


| devoted his energies to thecultivation of his farm. 


In Mt. Pleasant Township, on the 25th of Novem- 


| ber, 1880, Mr. Stearns led to the marriage altar Miss 
reared and educated in Vermont and after attain- | 


Addie Sears, one of Racine County’s fair daugh- 
ters. Her father, William Sears, was a pioneer of 
Caledonia Township, Racine County. His native 
State was Massachusetts, where he was reared and 
There be married Annis Ames, who 
was also born in the Bay State and for a time he en- 
gaged in farming in Massachusetts. Both were 
members of the Old Settlers’ Society. In 1836 he 
resolved to try his fortune in the West, and com- 
ing to Racine County, located in Caledonia Town- 


ship, where he purchased wild land and developed 
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death occurred August 13, 1888, in his eightieth 
year, and about a year later Mrs. Sears passed 
away in her seventy-eighth year, dying on the 
17th of September, 1889. Their family numbered 
eight children, five of whom are still living— 
the second son died in boyhood; Alonzo, who resides 
in Racine County; Mary A., who died in this 
county, April 19, 1871; Olivia E., who became the 
wife of Henry Dwelle and died in 1884, at their 
home in Lake City, Minn.; Martin, who is 
married and resides upon the old home farm in 
Caledonia Township, of wbich he is now the 
owner; Elizabeth A., became the wife of 
George Lamberton, who died in Milwaukee, Febru- 
ary 14, 1881, and seven years after his death 
wedded Henry Dwelle, their home being now in 
Lake City, Minn.; Laura M., wife of Thomas 
Dwelle, also of Lake City, Minn.; and Addie, wife 
of our subject, and the youngest of the family. 

Mrs. Stearns’ parents held their golden wedding 
April 28, 1883, at their home in Mt. Pleasant 
Township, and seventeen representatives were 
present of the Sears family. Both parents are 
dead and their remains are interred in Mound 
Cemetery, where beautiful stones mark their last 
resting place. Esek Sears and Luther Sears, who 
were present at their nuptials one-half century 
ago, were present at their golden wedding. Mrs. 
Stearns was reared in Racine County and received 
a good education, attending the district schools 
and the Racine High School also. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs, Stearns have been born three 
children—Mary A., Orrin C., and Genevive, and 
in their home, which is the birthplace of their 
father, they first opened their eyes to the light of 
day. Forseveral years after the marriage of Mr. 
Stearns and his wife they resided upon the old 
homestead, he having purchased the interest of 
the other heirs in the farm. In 1887, he sold out 
and purchased his present farm, a valuable tract of 


twenty-five acres on section 1, Mt. Pleasant Towh- 
ship. In his youth he learned the carpenter's 
trade, and the commodious and fine residence 
which is now the home of the family, is his handi- 
work. He was also its architect, and his work will 
compare favorably with that of any carpenter in 
Racine. 


In political sentiment Mr. Stearns was formerly 
a Republican, but is now identified with the Pro- 
hibition party, being a warm advocate of the tem- 
perance cause. He has spent almost his entire life 
in Racine County, and in the long years which 
have passed his course has ever been such as to 
win him the confidence and esteem of those with 
whom he has come in contact. 


ICHAEL HENSGEN, one of the most 
Y prominent farmers of Paris Township, 
j needs no special introduction to the people 
of Kenosha County, for he is one of the 
most widely and favorably known of its citizens. 
He now ownsand operates one hundred and fifteen 
and one-half acres of valuable land on section 9, 
Paris Township, which is under a high state of 
cultivation and well improved. His home is a 
comfortable and commodious residence and good 
outbuiidings furnish shelter for his stock. He is 
an enterprising and sagacious business man and in 
connection with general farming is interested in 
the dairy business. Since the organization of the 
Paris Creamery in 1887, he has been its Treasurer 
and one of its stock-holders. For two years he 
was also President of the Paris Mutual Fire Insur- 
ance Company, was Treasurer for seven years and 
for five years has been Secretary, holding that pos- 
ition at the present time. 

Mr. Hensgen is a native of the Rhenish Province 
in Prussia, his birth having occurred June 30, 
1847. His father, John Hensgen, was born in 
Prussia, November 15, 1806, and reared to the 
occupation of farming. In the spring of 1858, he 
bade good-by to the Fatherland and boarded a 
vessel at Havre, France, which, after a voyage of 
twenty-eight days, dropped anchor in the harbor 
of New York. He at once continued his journey 
to Kenosha County, Wis., where he purchased 
ninety acres of improved land. As his financial 
resources have increased the boundaries of this 
farm were extended until it comprises two hundred 
and seventy acres. He cast his first Presidential 
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vote for Stephen A. en the Little Giant of the 


West, and has since been a stanch advocate of the | 


Democratic party. Of the Catholic Church he is a 


consistent member and in 1860 he aided in the 


erection of a house of worship in Paris Township. 
All enterprises calculated to prove of public benefit 
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receive his support and he is recognized asa valued | 


citizen of the community. His wife, whose maiden 


name was Catherine Scherer, died on the 25th of | 


May, 1890, and her remains were interred in the 
Paris Catholic Cemetery, where a beautiful brown 
granite monument marks her last resting place. In 
the family were six children—Catherine, wife of 
William Terry, a prosperous farmer of Paris Town- 
ship; Mathias, who gave his life in defense of his 
country during the late Rehellion; Lena, wife of 
Hubert Stollenwerk, a farmer of Paris Township; 
John, who married Susan Fox, and is engaged in 
agricultural pursuits in the same township; Michael 
of this sketch; and Maggie, who resides with her 
father. 


In his childhood Michael Hensgen attended the | 


common schools but has largely supplemented his 
early education by subsequent reading and obser- 
vation. With his parents he crossed the Atlantic 
when eleven years old and at the age of twenty- 
three started out in life for himself empty handed, 
but by his ceaseless activity and a determination 
to win success he has worked his way upward to a 
position of affluence. 

On the 23d of November, 1871, Mr. Hensgen 
was united in marriage with Miss Gertrude Thomas, 
who was born in Paris Township, January 18, 1850, 
and is a daughter of Peter and Mary Ann (Scheuer) 
Thomas. They emigrated to America in 1846, 
locating in Wisconsin, where the father followed 
the occupation of farming. He died March 27, 
1872, and his wife passed away on the 2d of De- 
cember, 1886. Their daughter acquired a good 
education and is a lady of genial and pleasant 
manner, who presides with grace over her hospitable 
home. She isa member of St. Mary’s Society 
connected with the Roman Catholic Church of Paris 
Township, of which Father A. M. Miller, is pastor. 


served as Treasurer for two years. He has taken 
quite a prominent part in public affairs and has 


* 


affiliated with the Democratic Dar since he cast 
his first Presidential vote for Hon. Horatio Sey- 
mour. The confidence which his fellow-citizens 
have in his ability and worth has been attested by 
his election to various offices. He served as Treas- 
urer of his township in 1872 and 1873, and was de- 
feated by only one vote fora third term, a fact 
which indicates his popularity. He has been Town- 
ship Assessor, School Director for three years, and 


at this writing is Chairman of the town Board of 
Supervisors, which entitles him to a seat in the 


| County Board. 


His influence has ever been given 


| for those interests calculated to benefit the com- 


munity. He was a member of the committee to 
improve the offices of the County Judge and Cir- 
cuit Clerk in Kenosha, and was one of the com- 
mittee which recommended the setting aside of 
$100 for the county to aid in the erection of the 
Wisconsin State Building at the Columbian Ex; o- 
sition to be held in Chicago in 1893. His fellow- 
citizens repose the utmost confidence in him and 
it has never been misplaced. Mr. Hensgen has led 
an upright and uscful life and has justly won the 
esteem and regard given him. 


N ILLIAM HENSCHE is the owner of a fine 
W farm, pleasantly and conveniently situated 

W about three miles from Racine on section 
31, Mt. Pleasant Township. Forty-six years have 
passed since he came to Racine County. He is 


| therefore numbered among its pioneer settlers and 


has been an eye-witness of almost its entire growth 
and development, while with its progress and cul- 
tivation he has been actively identified. 

Mr. Hensche was born in Prussia, Germany, in 
June, 1827, and is a son of William Hensche, who 
was also a native of Prussia. He there grew to 


| manhood and was married and in his native land 


followed the wagonmaker’s trade. At length, hav- 
ing determined to try his fortune in the New 


World, with his family he sailed for America in 
Mr. Hensgen belongs to the same church having | 


rowed ashore. They were taken to San Domingo, 


1840 but the vessel was wrecked off the Island of 
Hayti, and in boats the passengers and crew were 


where they remained twenty-one weeks. The ves- 
sel was a complete wreck being entirely broken to 
pieces in the gale. The family suffered great hard- 
ships but at length were sent on to New York in 
the fall of that year, whence they made their way 
Westward to Ohio, locating in Cleveland. Subse- 
quently they removed to Brooklyn in that State, 
at which place they formed the acquaintance of 
Huron Beebe, an old settler of this county whose 
sketch appears elsewhere in this work. At his so- 
licitation the family came to Wisconsin in 1845 
and took up their residence upon a farm owned by 
Mr. Beebe, near Racine. Mr. Hensche devoted his 
energies to its cultivation fora number of years 
and then purchased a place bordering on the lake, 
which he developed and improved, making it his 
home until his death, which occurred in 1873, at 
the age of sixty-eight years. His wife was called 
to her final rest the following year. The subject 
of this sketch 1s the eldest of their family, num- 
bering three sons and a daughter: Herman died in 
Racine County about 1846; Edwin Ernest is now 
a leading business man of Fargo, S. Dak.; and 
Eliza is the wife of Fred Hick, of Milwaukee. 

William Hensche, whose name heads this sketch, 
came to America when a lad of fourteen years and 
with his parents he remained until they were called 
to their final home. He had received good school 
privileges in his native land but after coming to 
this country no educational opportunities were 
afforded him and his advancement along that line 
has been through hisown efforts. His father, prior 
to his death, had purchased the farm upon which 
our subject now resides and deeded it to the son. 
Mr. Hensche cleared the land, fenced it, plowed 
and planted the fields and in course of time was 
reaping abundant harvests as the reward of his 
labors. He now has one hundred acres of fine 
land which pays to him a golden tribute, and the 
large brick dwelling which he has built is one of 
the finest residences in this community. There are 
also good barns and outbuildings, together with 
such other improvements as are generally found 
upon a model farm. 

In Racine County, in 1860, Mr. Hensche was 
joined in wedlock with Miss Mary Heck, a native 
of Germany and a daughter of Philip Heck. By 


PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM. 


their union have been born five children: William, 
who is now engaged in agricultural pursuits in 
Kenosha County; Fred, who is yet at home and 
aids his father in the cultivation of the farm; 
Louis, also at home; Katie, wife of Ernest Sheck- 
ler, of Chicago; and Sophia, wife of Gus Piper, a 
resident farmer of Kenosha County. The chil- 
dren have all been provided with good educational 
advantages such as would fitthem for the practical 
duties of life. 

In his political affiliations, Mr. Hensche is a Re- 
publican having since the organization of that 
party been one of its supporters. His long resi- 
dence in this county entitles him to representation 
in this volume but not more so than does his up- 
right life and sterling worth which makes him one 
of the best citizens of the community. He is an 
enterprising and successful farmer who by close 
atiention to his business has made a success of his 
life-work. 


First National Bank of Burlington, is 

classed among the progressive and enter- 
prising business men of the town in which he 
makes his home. He is a native of Racine County, 
his birth having occurred in 1853. His father, 
Chauncy Hall, is represented on another page of 
this work. Our subject acquired excellent .educa- 
tional advantages in his youth. After attending 
the graded schools of Racine, he took a course of 
instruction in Racine College, and was thus well 
fitted for the practical duties of life. 

After attaining to mature years, Mr. Hall chose 
as a companion on life's journey Miss Florence 
Cooper, and their marriage was celebrated in Bur- 
lington in 1878. The lady, a native of Walworth 
County, Wis., was born in 1853,and was educated 
in the State University of Madison. She comes of 
a family well and favorably known throughout 
this region, her parents being Dr. J. H. and Persis 
E. Cooper, who are residents of Burlington, and 
rank high in social circles. Her father is also 


E ru: HALL, the assistant cashier in the 


A identified with the — interests. 
He was born in Rochester, Vt., in 1821, and his 
wife, also a native of the Green Mountain State, 
was born in 1827. 

As before stated, Mr. Hall now occupies the po- 
sition of assistant cashier in the First National 
Bank of Burlington, which institution does almost 
the entire volume of business in the city, and for 
the surrounding country. He possesses many of 
the characteristics necessary to success, and the 
bank finds in him an efficient and faithful em- 
ploye, who is ever watchful for the interests of his 
employers, and ably carries out their plans. In 
politics he is a Democrat, having supported that 
party since he cast his first Presidential vote for 
Hon. S. J. Tilden. As every true American citizen 
should do, he feels an interest in political affairs, 
yet has never sought or desired public office. Mr. 
and Mrs. Hall are members of the Episcopal Church 
and to charitable and benevolent interests they 
have contributed liberally. Their home is a beau- 
tiful and elegantly furnished residence near the 
business center of Burlington, and is the abode of 
hospitality, being a favorite resort with their many 
friends and acquaintances. 
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FSHOMAS HANSEN, the leading undertaker, 
R and a well-known business man of Kenosha, 


vlaims Denmark as the land of his nativity. 


He was born on the 25d of November, 1853, of | 


the union of Hans and Meta Maria (Schantz) 
Hansen, who were both natives of Denmark and 
there spent their childhood days. On the 22d of 
June, 1832, they were united in marriage and 
unto them were born nine children as follows: 
Hans and Tonnes, both deceased; Mads C., who is 
engaged in merchandising in Racine; Caroline, 
Annie, wife of N. Anderson, a resident farmer of 
Nebraska; Thomas, of this sketch; Christian, who 
was drowned in Lake Michigan, April 8, 1874; 
Andrew, a Lutheran minister of City Falls, Iowa; 
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years. In 1873 he came with his wife to America, 
and they are now living a rétired life in Kenosha. 
Both are members of the Danish Lutheran Church, 
and are highly respected people. In political 
sentiment the husband is a Republican. 

Thomas Hansen may well be termed a self-made 
man, for at the early age of thirteen years he be- 
gan life for himself. His educational advantages 
were necessarily limited as he then left school to 
learn the cabinet-maker's trade, but reading, obser- 
vation and his life experience have gained for him 
an excellent practical. knowledge. When only 


| seventeen years of age he bade good-bye to home 


and native land and crossed the broad ocean to 
try his fortune in America, where he had two 
brothers living. He came at once to Kenosha 
County, Wis., where he was employed as a farm 
laborer for about four months. After the great 
fire in Chicago he went to that city, where he 
worked for two years at the carpenter’s trade, and 
from thence came to Kenosha, where he has since 


made his home. He continued to follow that pur- 
suit until 1880, when he formed a partnership with 
R. Nelson in the furniture and undertaking busi- 


ness which lasted until 1883. He has attended 
several schools of embalming, from which he has 
received diplomas, and is one of the most proficient 
in that art in this part of the State. His gentle- 
manly demeanor and the way in which he conducts 
funerals has made his services much called into 
requisition, and the undertaking establishment of 
Hansen d Becker, receives a liberal patronage. 
For several years he was President of the Wiscon- 
sin Undertakers’ Society, and at this writing is 
Vice-President. 

Mr. Hansen was married on the 10th of June, 
1880, Miss Elizabeth Krenscher becoming his wife. 
She was born in Germany, but during her infancy 
was brought to America by her parents, Jacob and 
Elizabeth (Krenscher) Krenscher, who located in 
Paris Township, Kenosha County, in 1857. Her 
father still resides there but the mother is now de- 
ceased. Six children graced the union of Mr. and 


¡ Mrs. Hansen, but the eldest and youngest. Eugene 
and Toney, of Kenosha. While residing in his l 
native land, Hans Hansen engaged in the fishery | 
business and ran a fishing boat for over thirty | 


and Ralph, are now deceased. The others are 
Elmer, Mark, Edith and Alvin. 


By the exercise of correct business principles, 


Hansen has won prosperity, and is recognized as 
one of the leading business men of Kenosha. He 
is a valued citizen of the community, taking an 
active interest in all that pertains to its welfare, 
and himself and wife are members of the Lutheran 
Church. By his ballot he supports the Republican 
party, and socially he is a member of the Odd 
Fellow’s society, the Patriarchal Circle, the Ma- 
sonic order, Knights of Pythias, Royal Arcanum 
and Modern Woodmen of America. By his com- 
rades of these various orders he is held in high 
esteem for his sterling worth and the high prin- 
ciples which he maintains, 
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jEV. CONRAD JAEGER, pastor of the First 

( Evangelical Lutheran Church of Racine, is 

| a native of Germany. He was born in 
Hesse-Darmstadt, on the 19th of March, 

1846, and is the son of Conrad and Elizabeth 
(Metzger) Jaeger. His literary education was ac- 
quired in his native country, and on attaining his 
majority he crossed the Atlantic to America in 
1867. His first location was in Watertown, Wis., 
where he spent three years as student and teacher 
in the Northwestern University. He was ordained 
in that city on the 6th of June, 1870, and was as- 
signed to a charge in the town of Mosel, Sheboy- 
gan County, where, as pastor of the church, he re- 
mained until the fall of 1872. He then went to 
Two Rivers, Manitowoc County, where he served as 
pastor for six years. At the expiration of that 
time he received a call from the church at Gibson, 
in the same county, and accepting, spent the suc- 
ceeding four years of his life in that place. He 
had founded that congregation five years previ- 
ously, while residing in Two Rivers, and was their 
pastor for nine years in ail. In 1882 Mr. Jaeger 
was appointed financial agent for the Northwest- 
ern University, of Watertown, with headquarters 
at Manitowoc, and during his term of service in 
that capacity, such was his energy and persever- 
ance, that the indebtedness of the university was 
cleared off. We next find him laboring as pastor 


where he remained until the Ist of November, 
1887. 

On that date Rev. Mr.Jaeger came to Racine to ac- 
cept the pastorate of the First Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of this city, the pulpit of which he has 
since filled. The church society was organized in 
1849, the Rev. John Weinman preaching the first 
sermon. He was also the first pastor. The present 
church, a brick edifice, was built that year under 
his direction, but the congregation long ago out- 
grew its early home, and in 1866 was divided, a 
separate congregation being set off and forming 
the north side church, known as St. John’s Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church, now presided over by 
Rev. F.C. Keller, whose sketch is given on another 
page of this work. The succession of pastors of 
the original chureh is as follows: First, John 
Weinman, Rev. Mr. Wrede, Rev. Jacob Conrad, Rev. 
Julian Hoffman, Rev. Gottlieb Thiele, Rev. Jacob 
Conrad, Rev. Charles Fred. Waldt, and the present 
pastor, Rev. Conrad Jaeger. The congregation 
numbers five hundred and sixty confirmed mem- 
bers, or one hundred and seventy families. The 
school at the old church has seventy-five scholars. 

Mr. Jaeger was married in the city of New York, 
on the 6th of August, 1867, Miss Elizabeth Mueller 
becoming his wife. She was born in Hesse-Darm- 
stadt, Germany, and came to America the year of 
her marriage. They have one child living, a 
daughter, Catherine Marie Elizabeth, who was 
born in Watertown, Wis. They also lost two 
children, who died in childhood—Otto Samuel 
Gottlieb Conrad, who died at the age of eleven 
‚months; and Johanna, who died when thirteen 
months old. 

The Rev. Mr, Jaeger is a classical scholar of high 
intellectual attainments and is the possessor of a 
fine library. On its shelves are to be found many 
beoks of great value; some are curiosities on ac- 
count of their great antiquity, being between three 
and four hundred years old. They are still in 
their original binding and the type, the books be- 
ing iu the Latin language, is peculiarly perfect and 
attractive, while the paper is of excellent quality. 
The binding is of hog skin trimmed with brass. 
Mr. Jaeger is an industrious student and an earn- 


est worker in his holy calling. He has won the 
regard, respect and admiration of all with whom 
he has been associated as student, teacher and pas- 
tor, and is well deserving of a prominent place in 
this volume. 

He is also one of the trustees of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod of Wisconsin, and President of 
the Southern district of that synod. 
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ALTER L. STONE, a member of the firm 
of H. Stone & Sons, leading druggists of 
Racine, is a native of Chicago, his birth 
having occurred in that city November 7, 1841. 
He is a son of Horace and Emily (Gordon) Stone, 
and came to Racine with his parents in the fall of 
1842, when less than a year old. He was educated in 
the public schools of this city, completing his 
course in the High School, after which he learned 
the drug business in his father’s store, where he 
was employed during school vacations and after 
leaving school, until the breaking out of the late 
war. His patriotism then prompted him to enlist 
in the volunteer service for the Union on the 23d 
of April, 1861, and he became a member of Com- 
pany F, Second Wisconsin Infantry, serving three 
years. His regiment belonged to the celebrated 
Iron Brigade, which won much glory by its gal- 
lant conduct throughout the war. The second 
Wisconsin is said to have lost more men in killed 
and wounded than any other regiment in the ser- 
vice. Mr. Stone participated in all the battles and 
skirmishes in which his command was engaged 
throughout the three years. At the battle of 
South Mountain he received a gunshot wound in 
the head and was slightly wounded on two other 
occasions. At the expiration of his term of en- 
listment he was mustered out and honorably dis- 
charged from the service, after which he returned 
to his home in Racine. 

The succeeding twelve years of his life Mr. Stone 
passed in the drug business in company with his 
father, when, in 1876, he went to Deadwood, Dak., 
` where he engaged in mining and in other pur- 
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suits. He acquired valuable mineral land and city 
property, and was prospering in life when he met 
with a terrible misfortune that resulted in the loss 
of both feet at the instep. While on a prospect- 
ing trip twelve miles from Lead City, Dak., in 
1885, he and his companions were caught in one of 
the intensely cold storms that are peculiar to the 
mountainous country in that latitude. A high 
wind, with the mercury at sixty below zero, pre- 
vailed and nothing but desperate energy and de- 
termination saved their lives. All were more or 
less frozen, even the horses had their legs frozen. 
As Mr. Stone was driving he did not get as good 
a chance as the others to exercise. Once, while 
one of his comrades was driving, his hands froze 
and the lines fell from the stiff fingers to the . 
ground under the horses” feet. The steep moun- 
tain road along the edges of giddy looking precip- 
ces left the party in danger of being dashed to 
death on the rocks hundreds of feet below. Mr. 
Stone secured the lines with great difficulty, and 
afterward feared to surrender them until they had 
arrived at shelter in Lead City. He then found 
his feet so badly frozen that amputation at the in 
step became necessary in order to save his life. As 
soon thereafter as possible, he returned to Racine, 
the better to care fur his health. Being obliged to 
abandon his property to the care of others, it was 
mismanaged and sacrificed, greatly to the loss of 
the owner. 

On recovering his health Mr. Stone again en- 
gaged in the drug business, which he has contin- 
ued to the present time. In politics he is a Re- 
publican, and was appointed as Aide on the staff 
of Gov. Luddington of Wisconsin, with rank as 
Colonel. In 1888 he was elected City Treasurer 
of Racine for two years. 

On November 5, 1889, Mr. Stone was married 
in Milwaukee to Miss Emma Fountaine, daughter 
of Charles and Elizabeth (Holland) Fountaine. 
The lady was born in Lincolnshire, England, and 
emigrated to America in 1851, with her parents, 
who settled in Walworth County, Wis., and came 
to Racine in 1854. She is a member of St. Luke's 
Episcopal Church. Mr. Stone belongs to Council 
No. 220, Royal Arcanum, and to Gov. Harvey 
Post, No. 17, G. A. R., of Racine. He isa skilled 
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pharmacist and a practical business man, who, by 
integrity and correct business principles has made 
many warm friends in the Belle City, where he has 
spent the greater part of his life. 
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W OHN ARMSTRONG CARSWELL, a worthy 

pioneer of Racine, was born in Salem, N. Y., 

on the 4th of September, 1809, and was a 

QW son uf Nathaniel and Margaret (Armstrong) 

Carswell. His father was horn August 6, 1777, 

and in 1799 married Miss Armstrong. He came 

to Racine in June, 1843, and died in this city in 

April, 1849, aged seventy-two years. His wife was 

born in 1779, and died in Salem, N. Y., January 
8, 1842. 

John A. Carswell was reared and educated in 
his native State, and on the 3d of July, 1838, was 
joined in wedlock in Sterling N. Y., with Miss 
Sarah Cary, who was born in Shoreham, Addison 
County, Vt. She was a daughter of Asa and Anna 
(Sandford) Cary, and was a sister of Dr. B. B. 
Cary, the pioneer physician of Racine; of Alfred 
Cary and John W. Cary, the present General At- 
torney for the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Rail- 
road Company. By way of the Lakes, Mr. Cars- 
well emigrated from the Empire State to Racine, 
Wis., and landed at that village, from the steamer 
“New England,“ in May, 1839. At that time Ra- 
cine was but a little hamlet of perhaps two hun- 
dred people. Our subject became proprietor of 
the Fulton House and later of the Frontier House, 
on the old plank road, now known as Washington 


‘Avenue. In 1844-45 he took a prominent part 


in securing the opening of Racine Harbor, and in 
the latter year was elected President of the village. 
In 1849 he was elected Sheriff of Racine County, 
which then included within its boundaries the 
present county of Kenosha, but which was set off 
the following year. Mr. Carswell served as Sheriff 
during the year 1850-51, and was Deputy Sheriff 
for several years. In 1872 he was elected a mem- 
ber of the Racine County Board of Supervisors, 
was chosen Chairman of that body, and was re- 
elected to the Board in 1874. 
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Three children were born to our subject and his 
wife, of whom two are yet living: Emily M. is the 
widow of Hon. Robert H. Baker, whose sketch ap- 
pears elsewhere in this work, and resides in Racine; 
Albert Asa died at the age of one year; and Charles, 
the youngest in the family, married Miss Sophia 
Pierre, and resides in Merrill, Wis. 

Mr. Carswell was one of the Commissioners to 
secure the right of way for the Racine & Missis- 
sippi Railroad, the first railroad project presented 
that promised connection with the Mississippi 
River, and the West with Racine. The road was 
afterward known as the Western Union Railroad, 
and is now the Southwestern Division of the Chi- 
cago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad. He graded 
the first section of the road out of Racine, and sus- 
tained by his connection with the corporation a 
loss of about $10,000. Many others of the origi- 
nal stock holders were also heavy losers. 

An enterprising, public-spirited man, Mr. Cars- 
well was also liberal and generous. His integrity 
was unquestioned, and he discharged every duty, 
both public and private, with exgctness and fidel 
ity. He was genial and courteous in manner, un- 
pretending and unassuming, and was always re- 
spected, and the most highly esteemed where the 
best known. His few surviving comrades of the 
pionecr days of Racine County speak of him in 
the highest terms as a citizen, neighbor and friend. 
His death occurred at Racine on the 3d of March, 
1877, and his estimable wife passed away June 14, 
1887. In politics Mr. Carswell was a Democrat, 
and in his religious views was a Presbyterian. 
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ZRA PUFFER, an enterprising and well- 
E known farmer and stock raiscr of Mt. Pleas- 
ant Township, Racine County, residing on 
section 1, was born in Chautauqua County, N. Y., 
October 22, 1825, and is a son of Daniel Puffer a 
native of Massachusetts, born in Sudbury, in 1801. 
The grandfather, Ezra Puffer, Sr., was also a na- 
tive of the Bay State, and belonged to a well- 
known New England family. He was a man of 
superior education and a prominent farmer of 
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Chautauqua County, N. Y., where he served as Sur- 
veyor, Justice of the Peace and Supervisor. In 
1845, he emigrated to Bristol, Ind., where he re- 
sided until his death. 

Daniel Puffer grew to manhood in the Empire 
State and there learned the carpenter’s trade. He 
married Althea Wright, daughter of James Wright 


of Chautauqua County, where she was reared and | 
though she was born in Herkimer | 


educated, 
County. After working at his trade for a num- 
ber of years, Mr. Puffer drove across the country 
from Chautauqua County, N. Y. to Racine, Wis., 
where he arrived in October, 1842. Purchasing 
wild landin Mt. Pleasant Township, hecleared and 


improved it, making a good home and farm. He | 


afterward worked at the carpenter’s trade and 
built a great many residences and other buildings 
in this locality. He became an influential citizen of 


the community and was honored with several lo- | 


cal offices of trust. He died on the 20th of June, 
1881, in the faith of the Methodist Church, of 
which he was an active member and liberal sup- 
porter. His wife survived him for about five 
years. This worthy couple were the parents of 
four sons and a daughter who grew to maturity, 
Ezra being the eldest; James W. is a merchant of 


Lyndon Station, Juneau County, Wis.; Olive A. is | 


now Mrs. Hunter, of Fremont. Iowa; Kneeland C., 


owns and operates a farm adjoining that of our | 


subject. 
When a young man of seventeen years, Ezra 


Puffer helped to move the family to Wisconsin | 


and after his arrival here bore his share in the 
hard labor of developing a new farm. When his 


father began carpentering he took charge of the | 
place and proved himself a competent and efficient | 


manager. He had received good educational ad- 
vantages in the public schools in New York and 
also attended school in this county. Under the 
parental roof he remained until 1849, when he mar- 
ried Miss Rhoda A. Dickinson, a native of New 
York and a daughter of L. A. Dickinson, one of 
the early settlers of Racine County. Previous to 
his marriage, Mr. Puffer has purchased the farm on 
which he now resides and built thereon a smail 
house, in which the young couple began their do- 
mestic life and made a comfortable home. 
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In 1856 the wife passed away. She died on the 
4th of February, leaving one son, Ervin D., a well- 
educated man, who is now married and is a stock- 
dealer of Fairbault, Minn. On the 15th of Decem- 
ber, 1856, Mr. Puffer was again married at Cherry 
Creek, Chautauqua County, N. Y., his second union 
being with Miss Mary E. Carr, daughter of James 
Carr of that place. Their union has been blessed 
with two sons—Elmer C., a manufacturer of Ra- 
cine; and George L. alsoa prosperous business man 
of that city; both are married. 

From time to time, as he found it possible, Mr. 
Puffer added to his original purchase of forty acres 
until he now has a fine farm of one hundred acres, 
under a high state of cultivation and well im- 


| proved. His home is a comfortable and commodious 


one, and he has also a fine barn together with all 
accessories found on a model farm of the nine- 
teenth century. His possessions have all been ac- 
quired through his own efforts and he may well be 
termed a self-made man. In politics, he is a Re- 
publican, having been identified with that party 
since he became a voter. However, he has never 
sought public office, preferring to devote his atten- 
tion to his business interests, which under his able 
management have prospered well. He and his 
wife are members of the Freewill Baptist Church, 
at Mygatt’s Corners, and to its support he is a lib- 
eral contributor. He is a friend to education and 


| the cause has been greatly advanced by his effici- 


ent service while acting on the School Board for a 
number of years. His residence in the county 


| covers a period of almost a half-century, and he is 


one of the widely and favorably known pioneers 
who is classed among the enterprising and pro- 
gressive farmers. He is a man who is thoroughly 
imbued with those sterling principles of temper- 
ance which denote reform. 

Mrs. Puffer’s father, James Carr, was a native of 
Jamestown, R. I., was born April 15, 1798, and 
died October, 8, 1857. His early life was spent 
as a farmer, until the age of forty-five when he 
embarked in the mercantile business in Cherry 
Creek, N. Y. He emigrated to New York in 1814, 
to Otsego County, thence to Chautauqua County. 
He was self-educated, and was a man in whom the 
people reposed the utmostconfidence. He married 
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Miss Polly Brown, a native of Rhode Island. She 
was educated and reared in New York. Mr. Carr 
was a gentleman who was ambitious and energetic, 
and was beloved by his people universally. Both 
parents were members of the Christian Church, and 
did all they could in the advancement of all be- 
nevolent institutions. Mr. Carr was a strong ad- 
vocate of temperance principles and was a stalwart 
Democrat in his political principles. He was Chair- 
man of the Board of Supervisors of his town for 
thirteen consecutive years and refused to serve any 
longer, which showed his popularity amongst his 
people. 

Both parents are deceased, the father dying in 
Waterloo, Iowa, and. the mother in Cherry Creek, 
N. Y., November 11, 1838. Mrs. Puffer was reared 
on a farm and educated in the common schools and 
was a student of Ellington Academy, in Chautau- 
qua County, N. Y. 
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WA HILO CURTIS, one of the representative 
citizens of Kenosha County and a pro- 
7 gressive farmer and stock raiser residing 
on section 30, Bristol Township, is de- 
scended from an old family of Dutchess County, 
N. Y. His father, Frederick Curtis, was there 
born and reared and in the county of his nativity 
married Gettie Milluis. Subsequently they re- 
moved to Columbia County, N. Y., where they 
spent the remainder of their lives. Mr. Curtis 
was a well educated man, a man of good business 
ability and was a prominent citizen of the com- 
munity. He served as Deputy Sheriff and held 
other local offices. He served in the War of 1812, 
and after his death, which occurred in 1847, his 
widow was granted a land warrant. 

Mr. Curtis, whose name heads this record, was 
born in Columbia County, April 5, 1828, and is 
one of a family of six sons and five daughters who 
grew to mature years. His own boyhcod days 
were spent in the Empire State midst play and 
work. His educational privileges were very 
meagre but reading, study and observation in ma- 
turer years have largely overcome the deficiency 


of his yonth and he now is a well-informed man. 
Wishing to try his fortune on the broad prairies 
of the West, he came to Kenosha County, Wis., in 
1849, incompany with his cousin, Judge Curtis. 
who bought and located the land where our subject 
now resides. The Judge there made bis home for 
some twelve years and for him Philo worked aid- 
ing in the development of the farm and the 
arduous duties of improving wild land. After a 
few years he operated the place on the shares for 
fifteen years and then purchased the same with 
money he had acquired by his own exertions. In 
fact, ail that he possesses is the result of his own 
labors. Mr. Curtis continued to reside upon the 
farm until 1856, when he returned to Columbia 
County, N. Y. and spent a few years. He then 
again came to Kenosha County and has since re- 
sided upon his present farm, which now comprises 
two hundred and eighty ac:es of arable land under 
a high state of cultivation and well improved. 
He also owns a forty-acre tract of meadow land 
four miles distant. 

The marriage ceremony which united the des- 
tinies of Mr. Curtis and Miss Mary Hunt was here 
celebrated in 1852. The lady was a native of New 
York and in her maidenhood came to the West. 

She died August 4, 1865, leaving three children 
—Emma, now the wife of Welcome Burdick, a 
resident farmer of the town of Brisiol; and Silas 
A. who in 1884, wedded Louisa Fenshe and is now 
aiding his father in the operation of the home 
farm. They also lost one daughter—<Alice, who 
was the wife of Stephen Warren. 

Forty-three years have passed away since Mr. 
Curtis came to Kenosha County, then a poor man 
with nothing save his own industry and a deter- 
mination to succeed. He has labored long and 
faithfully and the prosperity which comes to the 
persevering has crowned bis efforts, making him 
one of the well-to-do farmers of the community. 
A glance at his comfortable home shows that he 
is now in easy circumstances and looking abovt 
the place we everywhere see evidences of the 
thrift and enterprise of the owner. His duties of 
citizenship he never slights andhis right of fran- 
chise he exercises in support of the Republican 
party, with which hehas been identified since he 
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attained his majority. The honors or emoluments 
of public office, however, have had no attraction 
for him, he being content to devote his energies to 
his farm work. Mr. Curtis’ father was an English 


Quaker, and his lineage traces back to old Ply- | 


mouth Rock. 


of Somers, Kenosha County. His land lies 

on sections 18 and 19, and is a very valu- 
able tract, well improved. Mr. Hughes was born 
in Monroe County, N. Y., October 23, 1838, and is 
one of eight children. His grandfather, Samuel 
Hughes, was a native of the Green Mountain State 
whence he removed to New Hampshire and subse- 
quently to Monroe County, N. Y, He served asa 
soldier in the War of 1812. The Hughes famil y 
is of Scotch descent and was founded in America 
hy the great-grandfather of our subject, a native 
of Scotland who became one of the early settlers 
of Vermont, and with the Colonies aided in the 
struggle for American Independence. 

Jehiel Hughes, father of our subject, was born 
in Vermont in 1804, and accompanied his father 
to Monroe County, N. Y.,where he acquired an ex- 
cellent education and became a successful teacher, 
In that county he married Clarissa Buckland, who 
was born in Barre, N. Y., and was a daughter of 
Esq. Buckland. Having learned the trade of a 
carpenter and joiner Mr. Hughes followed that vo- 


cation for some time and also carried on a farm. 


In 1840, he came to Wisconsin and purchased a 
farm in town of Somers, Kenosha County, upon 
which the family located the following year. The 
journey was accomplished with a four-horse team, 


and after long and wearisome travel they reached | 


Mr. | 
Hughes built a substantial residence and then be- | 


their destination on the 21st of July, 1841. 


gan the development of his farm. The family ex- 
perinced many of the hardships and triala of pio- 


were greatly improved. The death of Mr. Hughes 
occurred April 1887, several years after his wife 
had been called to her final rest. 

In politics Mr. Hughes was a Republican and 
took quite an active part in political affairs. He 
served as a member of the Town Board of Super- 
visors and was also an efficient Supervisor of the 


| county. To the cause of education he was a friend 
and to the public schools gave hearty support. An 
| enterprising and progressive citizen he helped to 
| make Kenosha County what it is to-day and well 


I EHIEL A. HUGHES is one of the successful | 
e and enterprising farmers living in the town 


deserves mention in her history. Of the five sons 
and five daughters of the family William H. died 
when about thirty years old; John $. is a carpenter 


and joiner residing with his family in Norwood 


Park, Ill.; Jehiel is the next younger; George T. is 
married and makes his home in Downer’s Grove, 


III.; Jesse M. is married and resides in Clarinda, 


Iowa; Dorcas died in infancy; Julia Ann died at 


| the age of twenty years, and Martha F. is the de- 


ceased wife of Warren E. Baker, of Kenosha. 

By education our subject was well fitted for the 
duties of life. After attending the district schools 
he pursued his studies in the Kenosha High School. 
In 1863 he made an overland trip to Nevada and 
spent about seven years in the West engaged in 
the lumber business and also mining in California 
for atime. In the fall of 1869 he returned to his 
home and the following year embarked in farming 
upon the old Hughes farm. In connection with 
his brother he later operated a hay press at Somers 
Station for a few years and at the same time car- 
ried on a farm in the town of Somers. He is now 
living on a part of the old homestead where he 
owns one hundred and twenty acres of arable land, 
the greater part of which is under a high state of 
cultivation. Among the improvements there seen 


| may he mentioned a good orchard,a neat and sub- 


stantial residence and other accessories of a model 
farm. 

A marriage ceremony performed in Racine, Oc- 
tober 24, 1877, united the destinies of Mr. Hughes 
and Miss Melvina Neff, daughter of Russell Neff, 
one of the pioneer settlers and substantial farmers 


| of the town of Somers, now deceased. Their entire 
eer life but the united labors overcame all obstacles | 


and as the years passed their financial resources | 


married lıfe has been passed upon the farm where 
they still reside and their home has been bright- 
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ened by the presence of one son, Marvin Albert, | 
who is now attending school. In the social world | 
they rank high and their friends throughout the | 
community are many. | 

Mr. Hughes cast his first Presidential vote for 
John C. Fremont,and on all questions of State and | 
national importance has since supported the Re- | 
publican party. At local elections he votes inde- | 
pendently, supporting the man best qualified to | 
fill the office. He has served as a member of the | 
School Board and his efforts have done much to | 
advance the interests of education in this com- | 
munity. Mr. Hughes is a faithful citizen, true to | 
every trust reposed in him and by an upright life | 
has won the confidence and regard of those with 
whom he has come_in contact. 


| 
AMUEL BAUMANN, who is now living 
| 
| 
1 
i 
| 


a retired life in Racine, where he has re- 
) sided since 1846, was born in Canton Ar- 
gau, Switzerland, April 11, 1824, and is 
one of five sons born unto Samuel and Mary (Frey) 
Baumann, who were also natives of Switzerland. 
His father was a locksmith by trade and carried on 
the business for a number of years in Switzerland, 
after which he emigrated to America, crossing the 
Atlantic and arriving in New Orleans in Novem- 
ber, 1844. His first location was in St. Louis, 
where he worked at his trade for two years, when 
in May, 1846, he came north to Racine, where he 
opened a locksmith and general repair shop and 
carried on a successful business for a number of 
years. He died on the 8th of March, 1869, aged 
seventy-eight years, nine months and twenty-seven 
days, and his wife died January 16, 1866, aged 
sixty-eight years, cight months and three days. 
Of their sons, Samuel is the eldest; Fred died in 
Racine, in 1876; Rudolph isengaged in wagon-mak- 
ing in Racine; John, who was a prominent drug- 
gist of Oshkosh, Wis., for a number of years, died 
in that city in 1877, leaving a wife and family to 
mourn his loss; and George, a prominent business 
man of Oshkosh, completes the family. 
The subject of this sketch grew to maturity in 


to America in 1843. He worked at his trade in St. 
Louis for about three years and as his father’s fam- 
ily had now come to this country and were about 


to remove to Racine, he accompanied them in 1846. 


For a few years he worked with his father and 


| then opened a locksmith, blacksmith and general 


repair shop of his own. There is probably not a 
mechanic in the city to-day, who has longer fol- 
lowed his trade in this city than Mr. Baumann, 
whose years of service at his chosen vocation 


| amount to forty-four. Being an expert workman 


and one who never slighted any job, he soon won 
a liberal patronage and as the result of his rapidly 
increasing business acquired a handsome compe- 
tence. Like many of the wealthy men of the city, 
he commenced life a poor man, with no capital save 
a pair of willing hands and a determination to 
succeed, but the obstacles in his path he overcame 
by perseverance, working his way upward to suc- 
cess. 

On the 30th of May, 1848, Mr. Baumann was 
united in marriage with Miss Elizabeth Rodel, also 
a native of Canton Argau, Switzerland, born Sep- 
tember 17, 1825, who came to this country when a 
maiden of seventeen summers, in company with 
her father, Hartman Rodel, who spent the remain- 
der of his life in Racine. Five children grace their 
union, two sons and three daughters— Julia is the 
wife of Louis Clouer of Racine; Caroline is the 
wife of Joseph Meyer of Milwaukee County, Wis.; 
Mary is the wife of Robert Reymann, a machinist 
of Racine; William Albert is engaged in black- 
smithing in the same city; and Louis Alexander is 
a druggist of Oshkosh, Wis. 

The competence which he acquired by his indus- 
try and enterprise now enables Mr. Baumann and 
his wife to live a retired life in the enjoyments of 
the fruits of his former toil. He owns a good 
residence and in his comfortable home, which is 
also the abode of hospitality, delights to see his 
many friends. He is a valued citizen, progressive 
and public-spirited and one who has, by an upright 
life, won the confidence and good wishes of all 
with whom he has been brought in contact. He is 
a non-affiliated Odd Fellow, who for many years 
was a prominent member of the order ın this city 
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and held the various official positions of the local 
lodge. His life has been a busy and useful one, 
and is well worthy of emulation. 
years he has made his home in Racine and expects 
to pass his remaining days in the city where he 
has so long resided. 
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sincerely mourned by many warm friends. 
He was born in Glenn's Falls, Warren 
County, N. Y., February 1, 1816, and came of an 
old New England family. His parents, James and 
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who yet survives. She was born on the 12th of 


| March, 1824. 


For -forty-five | 


In 1846 Mr. Palmeter and his wife started West- 
ward, going from Glenn’s Falls to Troy by stage, 
then to Buffalo, and by the steamer Oregon to 
Racine. Shortly after his arrival in this city, Mr. 
Palmeter built a factory, intending to engage in 
the carriage manufactory business, but he found 
the people not able to afford such luxuries and 


therefore rented his shop to J. I. Case, while he 
devoted his energies to the grain business. This, 
OHN H. PALMETER, deceased, was a man 

of prominence in Racine, and his loss was | 
| city of Racine what is now known as Palmeter 


in the city. 


Cornelia (Ray) Palmeter, were natives of Massa- | 
joined the Republican party, becoming one of its 


chussetts and New York respectively, and they 
spent the greater part of their lives in the Empire 
State, where the father followed his trade of a 
carriage manufacturer. He lived to be sixty-three 
years of age, and his wife reached the advanced 
age of eighty-eight years. In their family were 
seven children, two of whom yet survive—Helen M. 
and James H., both residents of Chicago. 

The subject of this sketch grew up in his father’s 
shop, and daily in the midst of the business he 
soon became familiar with the trade in all its 
details. 


On reaching manhood he was admitted | 


to partnership in the business, and the firm had a | 
very extensive trade for those days. Their work 
was most excellent and their energy and enterprise | 
understanding and full confidence in her carrying 

On the 26th of September, 1844, in Saratoga | 
Springs, N. Y., Mr. Palmeter was united in mar- | 
| pursuance of that purpose, has already secured the 


won them a well-deserved patronage. 


riage with Miss Eliza D., daughter of Peleg and 
Phoebe (Mosher) Fish, both of whom were natives 
of Rhode Island. 
celebrated in the State of their nativity, her par- 
ents removed to New York, where the mother died 


After their marriage, which was | 


in 1830. Fifteen years passed away and Mr. Fish | 
emigrated in 1844 to Fond du Lac, Wis., where he | 


engaged in farming. 


Island he died at his old home. In their family 


were seven children, of whom three lived to | 
mature years, but Mrs. Palmeter is the only one | 


41 


While visiting in Rhode | 


however, was not the principal part of his business, 
he dealing largely in real estate. He added to the 


& Terrell's and Palmeter & Briggs’ additions, also 
several others, and has owned considerable property 
In politics, he was first a Democrat, 
then became a Freesoiler, and on its organization 


stalwart supporters. He always kept himself well 
informed concerning the issues of the day, but was 
never an office seeker and held only the positions 
of Trustee of the village and Assessor. In belief 
he was a Spiritualist, as is also his wife. He died 
November 26, 1889. Honest and upright in all 
his dealings he easily won the confidence of those 
with whom he came in contact and was a man 
highly esteemed by all. 

For many years prior to his death Mr. Palmeter 
and his wife had discussed and decided upon 
establishing an Old Ladies’ Home at Racine, and 
while his estate, which was quite extensive, was 
left to his wife, Mrs. Palmeter, it was with the 


out the benevolent purpose which both of them 
had so strongly at heart, and Mrs. Palmeter, in 


organization of a corporation for this purpose and 
appointed trustees of whom she is the President, 
and the preparations are already under way for 
the establishment of such a home, and even during 
Mrs. Palmeter’s lifetime. A beautiful site has 
been selected, and there is to be erected upon it a 
building ıepresenting a cost of some eighteen 


| thousand dollars, and to this will be added a very 


considerable estate as an endowment for the sup- 
port of the much-needed institution which will be 
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a monument to the generosity and thoughtfulness 
of both Mr. and Mrs. Palmeter more beneficial and 
more lasting than almost any other, and one to 
which it is hoped will be attached the benevolence 
of others, so that it shall possess facilities for fur- 
nishing comfortable and pleasant homes to many 
ladies in the decline of life. It may well be said 
of Mr. Palmeter, and of his wife, who survives him, 
that their lives have not been in vain, and that 
through future generations their names will be re- 
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membered as people who took thought for the hap- | 
ever, before leaving for the front, he was trans- 


piness and comfort of others. 


RG 


AVID ORAM, foreman of the machine shops 

) of the A. P. Dickey Manufacturing Com- 

‘ pany of Racine, is of Scottish birth. He 
was born in Dundee, Scotland, on March 27, 1841, 
and is a son of Alexander and Janet (MeRichie) 
Oram. With his parents he crossed the Atlantic to 
America when a lad of eight years, the family 
coming directly to Milwaukee, Wis. His father 
walked to Racine there being no railroads at that 


a home for them, where he was soon afterward 
joined by his wife and children. His family num- 
bered twe sons and four daughters living, the 


eldest of whom is David, whose name heads this | 


record; Elizabeth is the wife of William Denton, a 
resident of Spink County, S. Dak.; Jessie is the 
wife of H. E. Hunt whose home is in Chicago; 
Peter is married and livesin St. Paul, Minn.; Mary 
is the widow of Mr. Boggs, of Sioux City, Iowa; 
and Clara is the wife of A. Rumsay, of Portland, 
Ore. The others died in infancy. Mr. Oram Sr., 
was an engineer by occupation and on coming to 
Racine was employed for a time in the shops of 
A. P. Dickey, running a stationary engine. Some 
time afterward he was similarly employed in the 
works of J. I. Case & Company. His death oc- 
curred in 1881. 

We now take up the personal history of David 
Oram, who in Racine, attended the public schools 
until fourteen years of age, when he began learn- 


ing the machinist’s trade in the shops of A. P. 
Dickey, where he continued until 1858 at which 
time he went to White Pigeon, Mich. At that 
place he spent a year working at his trade and then 
returned to Racine. He now secured a position in 
the shops of J. I. Case but after a year went to 
Milwaukee, where he obtained work with Mr. 
Goodenough and continued in his employ until 
September, 1862, when he enlisted for the late war 
and donned the blue, becoming a member of Com- 
pany E, Twenty-fourth Wisconsin Infantry. How- 


ferred to Company A. His regiment was assigned 
to the Army of the Cumberland and with his com- 


| mand he participated in the battles of Perryville, 


Stone River, Murfreesboro and Chattanooga. He 
was wounded at the last-named engagement on 
September 20, 1863, receiving a gunshot wound 
in the left leg, which proved so serious that he was 
kept from duty for six months. On his conval- 
esence, he rejoined his regiment at Chattanooga 
and met the enemy in battle at Franklin, Colum- 
bia, Spring Hill and Nashville. He also partici- 
pated in numerous skirmishes and was mustered 
out at Nashville, Tenn., June 22, 1865, after the 


| close of the war. 
time and a boat only occasionally, and there made | 


On his return from the army, Mr. Oram resumed 
work in the old shops for West & Spencer, where he 
was employed for a year and then again went to 
Milwaukee, where he secured a position in the Old 
Bay State Iron Works, with which he was con- 


| nected for three or four years. On leaving that 


employ he worked in the machine shops of the 
Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad Company 
until 1873, when he returned to Racine and again 
found a place with the A. P. Dickey Manufactur- 
ing Company. He was made its foreman and has 
held that responsible position up to the present 
time. 

On April 23, 1874, Mr. Oram was united in mar- 
riage in Racine, with Miss Rosina M. Bickel, who 
was born in the town of Caledonia, this county 
and is a daughter of John F. and Regina Bickel. 
Two children were born of their union, a son and 
daughter: Arthur E.and Vida E., both born in 
Racine. 

In politics, Mr. Oram is a supporter of Republi- 


can principles and socially is a member of Gov. 
Harvey Post, No. 17, G. A. R. He also belongs to 
Racine Lodge, No. 18, A. F. & A. M.; Racine 
Lodge, No. 363, Knights of Honor; Council, No. 
220, Royal Arcanum; and to the Racine and Ke- 
nosha Counties Caledonia Society. Mr. Oram is a 
skilled mechanic and holds a responsible position 
with one of the important manufacturing incor- 
porations of the Belle City. His record has been 
such as to commend him to the highest opinion of 
his employers and the respect and esteem of all 
who know him. 


S 


| EWIS W. DAVIS, who is engaged in gen- 
le eral farming on section 29, Paris Township, 
is a native citizen of the community in 
which he still makes his home. He was born in 
Kenosha County, on a farm, February 12, 1851, 
and is the second son and youngest child of Rich- 
ard and Elizabeth (Williams) Davis. His brother 
William died in 1860, when about fifteen years of 
age. The father, a native of Wales, born in 
1821, was reared to agricultural pursuits, and 
throughout his life followed that occupation. On 
attaining his majority he determined to seek his 
fortune in America, of whose advantages and priv- 
ileges he had heard such favorable reports, and in 
the spring of 1842 sailed from Liverpool. Coming 
west to the Territory of Wisconsin, he located in 
Kenosha County, where he entered forty acres of 
land from the Government, upon which not a 
furrow had been turned, nor an improvement 
made, and began the development of the farm. 
His first grain was harvested with the old-fashioned 
cradle and scythe and was taken to market at 
Southport. Indians were still numerous in the 
neighborhood, and deer and other game were very 
plentiful. There were many hardships incident to 
frontier life to be borne, but industry and energy 
overcame al! difficulties, and at his death Mr. Davis 
was the owner of a fine farm of two hundred and 
eighty-five acres. In politics he was a Republican, 
but never sought or desired political preferment. 
He passed away in 1883. His wife, who was born 
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in Wales about 1824, died in 1880, and both pa- 
rents were interred in the cemetery of Paris 
Corners. 

No event of special importance occurred during 
the childhood of our subject, which was passed in 
the usual manner of farmer lads, his time being 
devoted to farm labor in the summer months, 
while in the winter he conned his lessons in the 
common schools of the neighborhood. On his fa- 
ther’s death the old Davis homestead became his 
property and with diligence and enterprise he has 
pursued his labors, greatly increasing the value of 
his land. He is regarded as one of the leading 
farmers of the community, and honesty and up- 
rightness characterize all his business dealings. 

On the 4th of March, 1889, Mr. Davis led to the 
marriage altar Miss Margaret Ludwig, a native of 
Germany, where her parents, John and Mary (Feltz) 
Ludwig, were also born. Her father, whose birth 
occurred July 20, 1812, became a carpenter and 
joiner by trade and served for three years in the 
German Army. He wedded Miss Feltz, who was 
born in 1822, and in 1866 they emigrated to 
America as passengers on board a sailing vessel, 
which weighed anchor at Antwerp, and after two 
months reached Kenosha. They made their first 
location in Brighton Township, Kenosha County, 
Wis., and her father is still living in the city of 
Kenosha at the advanced age of eighty years. The 
mother died April 7, 1889. Four brothers and 
four sisters of the family also survive—Philip, 
who is married and is working in the tannery at 
Kenosha; Anna, wife of Mike Lentz, a mechanic, 
of Kenosha; Christ, who is married and works in 
a tannery of that city; Elizabeth, wife of Peter 
Glass, a tailor of Kenosha; Eva, wife of John Arn- 
old, who is engaged in blacksmithing in the same 
place; Margaret, wife of our subject; Peter, who 
is married and follows his trade of carpentering in 
Kenosha; Michael, who is married and works in 
a tannery in Kenosha; and Lizzie, who died at the 
age of nineteen years. 

Mr. Davis proudly cast his first vote for the sol- 


dier President, Gen. Grant, and has since advo- 


cated Republican principles, but has never sought 
office, preferring to devote his time and attention 
to his business interests, in which he has met with 
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success, The cause of education bat found in 
him a warm friend and he has done much toward 
securing good schools and competent teachers in 
this community. Those who know him esteem 
him for his integrity, and he has a wide acquain- 
tance in the county where his entire life has been 
passed. 


T= RASTUS S. CASTLE is the owner of a valu- 
- able farm of one hundred and ninety-three 
acres, pleasantly situated on section 4, Bris- 
tol Township, Kenosha County, on the Geneva 
road, about two miles from the village of Bristol. 
There he carries on agricultural pursuits, and also 
engages in stock dealing, having followed that 
business with excellent success from early man- 
hood. He is recognized as one of the enterprising 
citizens and well-to-do farmers of the community. 
His life record is as follows. 


Mr. Castle was born in Delaware County, N. Y., 
April 24, 1836, and is descended from an oid New 
England family of English origin. 
ther, Booth Castle, 
where Hastings Castle, his father, was also born 


His grandfa- 
was a native of Connecticut, 


and reared. He acquired a good education for 
that day and learned the tinner's trade. When a 
young man he went to New York, locating at Cat- 
skill, where he engaged in business. In Athens, 
Greene County, he wedded Mary Noyes, daughter 
of William Champlin,a Revolutionary soldier who 
served throughout the war, and held a Captain’s 
commission. He also belonged to one of the old 
and prominent New England families. The daugh- 
ter was a native of Connecticut. After their mar- 
riage, Mr. Castle continued his business in Cats- 
kill for a number of years, and then removed to 
Davenport, Delaware County, where he carried on 
business for seventeen years. In 1847 he bade 
good-by to his old home and emigrated to Kenosha 
County, Wis., where he made a claim and devel- 
oped a farm in the town of Paris, upon which he 
resided until his death on the 30th of September, 
1862, at the age of seventy-three years. Origin- 
ally Mr. Castle was a Jackson Democrat, but be- 
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came a stanch Republican on the orpantantion of 
that party, warmly advocating its principles, al- 
though he was never an oflice-seeker. He was an 
active member of the Free-will Baptist Church in 
New York. His wife survived him for a number 
of years, and was called to her final rest February 
8, 1891, at the very advanced age of ninety-eight. 
In the family were five sons and three daughters 
who grew to manhood and womanhood: William, 
who came to the Territory of Wisconsin in the fall 
of 1844, resides in the town of Bristol; Mary, 
widow of Charles Gibbs is living in the same town- 
ship; George died in California, in 1891; Harriet 
C. resides with her brother; Elizabeth is the wife 
of N. M. Burgess, of Salem; Christopher C. makes 
his home in California; James U. has been a resi- 
dent of Stockton, Cal., since 1852. 

E. S. Castle, the youngest of the family, spent 
the first twelve years of his life in his native State 
and since that time has been a resident of Kenosha 
County. His early education, acquired in the 
common schools, was supplemented by a course in 
Salem Academy, and when school life was ended 
he turned his attention to farming and stock deal- 
ing. He was married in this town, December 24, 
1863, to Betsy O. Holbrook, a native of Erie 
County, N. Y., where her parents, Giles and Laura 
(Robinson) Holbrook, were also born. She is a 
lady of culture and intelligence, and for several 
years prior to her marriage, engaged in teaching 
school. By this union have been born nine chil- 
dren, five of whom are yet living: William H., 
who is now engaged in teaching in California; 
Harry H., a student in the Valparaiso Business Col- 
lege; J. Mark, Emma Laura and Charlie, all of 
whom are attending the home school. The four 
children who died in childhood were—Clarence, 
Freddie, Bennie and Bessie. 

On the 24th of October, 1864, Mr. and Mrs. Cas- 
tle took up their residence upon the farm where 
they now reside, and made it their home until 
1872, when they removed to Racine, where for six 
years he engaged in the butchering business, Re- 
turning to the farm in 1878, he has since devoted 
his energies to the pursuit which now engrosses his 
attention. Since a young man, Mr. Castle has en- 
gaged in buying and shipping stock, and is now an 


extensive dealer in that line, which has proven to 
him a lucrative business. His farm is under a high 
state of cultivation and yields a golden tribute to 
the care and cultivation he bestows upon it. He 
supported every Presidential candidate of the Re- 
publican party since casting his first vote for 
Abraham Lincoln, and is a warm advocate of its 
principles, doing all in his power to promote its 
interests, although he has never sought office for 
himself. He has a wide acquaintance throughout 
the community, and both in business and social 
circles has won the high regard and confidence of 
those with whom he has been brought in contact. 
He is now serving as a member of the School 


Board and is recognized asa valued citizen who ' 


has the best interests of the community at heart, 
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=> APT. JOHN PUGH is a native of Racine, 
G his birth having occurred on the Ist of Sep- 
y) tember, 1847. His parents, James and Janet 
(Hughes) Pugh, were pioneers of this city, and are 
represented elsewhere in this work. The Captain 
was reared to manhood in Racine, and acquired his 
education in her public schools. Ere finishing his 
course of study in the High School, he laid aside 
his books when in his seventeenth year, and en- 
listed for the late war on the 14th of May, 1864, 


being enrolled as a private of Company F, 'Thirty- | 


ninth Wisconsin Infantry for the one hundred day 
service. He was in Memphis, Tenn., on duty at 
the time of the Confederate Cavalry raid under 
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Gen. Forest, and served the term of his enlistment | 


being discharged on the 22d of September. 

On his return from the army, Mr. Pugh learned 
the boiler-maker’s trade in the shops of the West- 
ern Union Railroad Company, now the Chicago, 
Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad, where he was em- 


ployed for two years, when in 1867, he decided to | 


change his occupation to one admitting of greater 
freedom of action, and shipped before the mast as 
a seaman on the lakes, on board the schooner 
„Presto.“ He was on that vessel for three seasons, 
sailed before the mast for about eight years, and 
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was then made mate of the schooner, “Rainbow,” 
on which he sailed until the spring of 1880, when 
he became Captain of the schooner, “Gilbert 
Knapp,“ sailing that vessel for two and a half sea- 
sons. After the shooting of Capt. William R. Pugh, 
by Clifford, he succeeded to the command of that 
vessel, and has sailed her ever since. At the time 
of his becoming Captain of the“ Rainbow,“ he pur- 
chased the interest of his uncle, Capt. William R. 
Pugh, and still owns one-third interest. At first 
he was a partner of M. E. Tremble, but in 1884, 
O. R. Johnson purchased the interest of his part- 
ner, and has since been associated with Capt. Pugh 
in the ownership of the vessel. The “Rainbow”? is 
a three-mast schooner, with a grain capacity of six- 
teen thousand bushels, and is rated second-class. 
On the 16th of December, 1879, the Captain was 
married in Racine, to Miss Katie Gittings, of that 
city, who was born in the town of Caledonia, Ra- 
cine County, where her parents were early settlers. 
Six children grace their union, five daughters and 
a son, and an infant not named—John C., Katie, 
Nellie, Janet and Elizabeth, all born in Racine. 
Capt. Pugh and his family attend the Presbyterian 
Church. In polities he 1s a Republican, and so- 
cially is a member of Racine Lodge, No. 18, A. F, 
& A. M., and of Orient Chapter, No. 12, R. A. M. 
He also belongs to the Masonic Mutual Insurance 
Company, of Chicago. In 1872 he visited Wales, 
and the home of his ancestors, where he obtained 
interesting items of family history,and became ac- 
quainted with his relatives, who still reside across 
the sea. He returned to his native country more 
than ever satisfied with the advantages it affords 
a man who has his own way to make in the world. 
Capt. Pugh has had a successful career as sailing 
master, and has never lost a vessel or had one go 
ashore, although he has met his share of bad 
weather, and has had some close calls. He isa 
thorough sailor, possesses good judgment and ex- 
perience in his business, and is reckoned a safe and 
reliable Captain. His habits are in his favor, as 


he has never tasted a drop of intoxicating liquor, 
something rarely to be said, with truth, of a sailor. 
In his business relations Capt. Pugh is known to 
be square and upright, and his integrity is above 
question, 


His home has been in his native city 
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success. The cause of education has found in 
him a warm friend and he has done much toward 
securing good schools and competent teachers in 
this community. Those who know him esteem 
him for his integrity, and he has a wide acquain- 
tance in the county where his entire life has been 
passed. 
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==) RASTUS S. CASTLE is the owner of a valu- 
able farm of one hundred and ninety-three 
deres, pleasantly situated on section 4, Bris- 
tol Township, Kenosha County, on the Geneva 
road, about two miles from the village of Bristol. 
There he carries on agricultural pursuits, and also 
engages in stock dealing, having followed that 
business with excellent success from early man- 
hood. He is recognized as one of the enterprising 
citizens and well-to-do farmers of the community. 
His life record is as follows. 

Mr. Castle was born in Delaware County, N. Y., 
April 24, 1836, and is descended from an old New 
England family of English origin. His grandfa- 
ther, Booth Castle, was a native of Connecticut, 
where Hastings Castle, his father, was also born 
and reared. He acquired a good education for 
that day and learned the tinner’s trade. Whena 
young man he went to New York, locating at Cat- 
skill, where he engaged in business, In Athens, 
Greene County, he wedded Mary Noyes, daughter 
of William Champlin,a Revolutionary soldier who 
served throughout the war, and held a Captain’s 
commission. He also belonged to one of the old 
and prominent New England families. The daugh- 
ter was a native of Connecticut. After their mar- 
riage, Mr. Castle continued his business in Cats- 
kill for a number of years, and then removed to 
Davenport, Delaware County, where he carried on 
business for seventeen years. In 1847 he bade 
good-by to his old home and emigrated to Kenosha 
County, Wis., where he made a claim and devel- 
oped a farm in the town of Paris, upon which he 
resided until his death on the 30th of September, 
1862, at the age of seventy-three years. Origin- 
ally Mr. Castle was a Jackson Democrat, but be- 
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came a stanch Republican on the organization of 
that party, warmly advocating its principles, al- 
though he was never an oflice-seeker. He was an 
active member of the Free-wi!l Baptist Church in 
New York. His wife survived him for a number 
of years, and was called to her final rest February 
8, 1891, at the very advanced age of ninety-eight. 
In the family were five sons and three daughters 
who grew to manhood and womanhood: William, 
who came to the Territory of Wisconsin in the fall 
of 1844, resides in the town of Bristol; Mary, 
widow of Charles Gibbs is living in the same town- 
ship; George died in California, in 1891; Harriet 
C. resides with her brother; Elizabeth is the wife 
of N. M. Burgess, of Salem; Christopher C. makes 
his home in California; James U. has been a resi- 
dent of Stockton, Cal., since 1852. 

E. S. Castle, the youngest of the family, spent 
the first twelve years of his life in his native State 
and since that time has been a resident of Kenosha 
County. His early education, acquired in the 
common schools, was supplemented by a course in 
Salem Academy, and when school life was ended 
he turned his attention to farming and stock deal- 
ing. He was married in this town, December 24, 
1863, to Betsy O. Holbrook, a native of Erie 
County, N. Y., where her parents, Giles and Laura 
(Robinson) Holbrook, were also born. She is a 
lady of culture and intelligence, and for several 
years prior to her marriage, engaged in teaching 
school. By this union have been born nine chil- 
dren, five of whom are yet living: William H., 
who is now engaged in teaching in California; 
Harry H., a student in the Valparaiso Business Col- 
lege; J. Mark, Emma Laura and Charlie, all of 
whom are attending the home school. The four 
children who died in childhood were—Clarence, 
Freddie, Bennie and Bessie. 

On the 24th of October, 1864, Mr. and Mrs. Cas- 
tle took up their residence upon the farm where 
they now reside, and made it their home until 
1872, when they removed to Racine, where for six 
years he engaged in the butchering business. Re- 
turning to the farm in 1878, he has since devoted 
his energies to the pursuit which now engrosses his 
attention. Since a young man. Mr. Castle has en- 
gaged in buying and shipping stock, and is now an 
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him a lucrative business. 
state of cultivation and yields a golden tribute to 
the care and cultivation he bestows upon it. He 
supported every Presidential candidate of the Re- 
publican party since casting his first vote for 


Abraham Lincoln, and isa warm advocate of its | 
principles, doing all in his power to promote its | 


interests, although he has never sought office for 
himself. He has a wide acquaintance throughout 
the community, and both in business and social 
circles has won the high regard and confidence of 
those with whom he has been brought in contact. 
He is now serving as a member of the School 
Board and is recognized asa valued citizen who 
has the best interests of the community at heart. 
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S APT. JOHN PUGH is a native of Racine, | 
(© his birth having occurred on the Ist of Sep- 
J 


(Hughes) Pugh, were pioneers of this city, and are 
represented elsewhere in this work. The Captain 
was reared to manhood in Racine, and acquired his 
education in her public schools, 
course of study in the High School, he laid aside 
his books when in his seventeenth year, and en- 
listed for the late war on the 14th of May, 1864, 
being enrolled as a private of Company F, Thirty- 
ninth Wisconsin Infantry for the one hundred day 
service, 


being discharged on the 22d of September. 


On his return from the army, Mr. Pugh learned | 
the boiler-maker’s trade in the shops of the West- | 
ern Union Railroad Company, now the Chicago, | 
Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad, where he was em- | 


ployed for two years, when in 1867, he decided to 


change his occupation to one admitting of greater 
freedom of action, and shipped before the mast as | 
a seaman on the lakes, on board the schooner | 


„Presto.“ He was on that vessel for three seasons, 


sailed before the mast for about eight years, and | 


His farm is under a high 


tember, 1847. His parents, James and Janet | 


Ere finishing his | 


| the sea. 
He was in Memphis, Tenn., on duty at- 
the time of the Confederate Cavalry raid under | 
Gen. Forest, and served the term of his enlistment | 
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on which he sailed until the spring of 1880, when 
he became Captain of the schooner, “Gilbert 
Knapp,” sailing that vessel for two and a half sea- 


| sons. After the shooting of Capt. William R. Pugh, 


by Clifford, he succeeded to the command of that 
vessel, and has sailed her ever since. At the time 
of his becoming Captain of the“ Rainbow,“ he pur- 
chased the interest of his uncle, Capt. William R. 
Pugh, and still owns one-third interest, At first 
he was a partner of M. E. ‘Tremble, but in 1884, 
O. R. Johnson purchased the interest of his part- 
ner, and has since been associated with Capt, Pugh 
in the ownershipof the vessel. The“ Rainbow“ is 
a three-mast schooner, with a grain capacity of six- 
teen thousand bushels, and is rated second-class, 
On the 16th of December, 1879, the Captain was 


married in Racine, to Miss Katie Gittings, of that 


city, who was born in the town of Caledonia, Ra- 


eine County, where her parents were early settlers, 


Six children grace their union, five daughters and 
a son, and-an infant not named—John C., Katie, 
Nellie, Janet and Elizabeth, all born in Racine. 
Capt. Pugh and his family attend the Presbyterian 
Church. In politics he 1s a Republican, and so- 
cially is a member of Racine Lodge, No. 18, A. F. 
& A. M., and of Orient Chapter, No. 12, R. A. M. 
He also belongs to the Masonic Mutual Insurance 
Company, of Chicago. In 1872 he visited Wales, 
and the home of his ancestors, where he obtained 
interesting items of family history, and became ac- 
quainted with his relatives, who still reside across 
He returned to his native country more 
than ever satisfied with the advantages it affords 
a man who has his own way to make in the world. 

Capt. Pugh has had a successful career as sailing 
master, and has never lost a vessel or had one go 
ashore, although he has met his share of bad 
weather, and has had some close calls. He isa 
thorough sailor, possesses good judgment and ex- 
perience in his business, and is reckoned a safe and 
reliable Captain. His habits are in his favor, as 
he has never tasted a drop of intoxicating liquor, 
something rarely to be said, with truth, of a sailor. 
In his business relations Capt. Pugh is known to 
be square and upright, and his integrity is above 
question. His home has been in his native city 
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throughout his whole life, and many of his neigh- 
bors have known him as man and boy for forty- 
five years, and are ready to accord him their high- 


est esteem and sincere regard. 
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BRAM BETTRIDGE, deceased, was for 
half a century a prominent business man 
of Racine and his name is inseparably 

e connected with some of the leading indus- 
tries of the city. He was born in the City of 
London, England, July 14, 1819, and was a son of 

John and Ann (Phillipson) Bettridge, who were 

also natives of England. The family emigrated to 

America in 1832, settling in the town of Toronto, 

Canada, where the father engaged in merchandis- 

ing for a number of years, becoming one of the 

prominent business men of the city, where he con- 
tinued to reside until his death. 

Our subject was a lad of thirteen summers when 
the family crossed the Atlantic, he among the 
number. He grew to manhood in Toronto. His 
early educational advantages were limited, but 
after arriving at years of maturity and seeing the 
need of education, he counteracted its early lack 
by extensive reading. He possessed an observing 
eye and retentive memory and in this way became 
a well-informed man. After residing in Toronto 
until twenty years of age, he then came to Racine 
but did not locate permanently in this city until 
1849. For a number of years he engaged in clerk- 
ing and in 1855 embarked in business as a dealer 
in ice. He began operations in a small way, with 
only a single wagon, but as the city increased in 
population he likewise increased his facilities and 
at length did a most extensive and profitable busi- 
ness in that line which he carried on until his 
death. He was a man of great activity, possessed 
excellent business ability and engaged in various 
other enterprises. He organized a stock compan y 
and built a mill for the manufacture of tow, and 
when the company was formed was elected Presi- 
dent, holding the position until the end of his life. 

On the 6th of April, 1854, a marriage ceremon y 
performed in Racine united the destinies of Abram 
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Bettridge and Eliza Dearsley, a native of Haverhill, 
Suffolk, England, born September 24, 1825, and a 
daughter of William Dearsley, whose entire life 
was passed in that country. Her girlhood duys 
were spent in her native country and on crossing 
the broad Atlantic to America in 1851, she located 
in Racine. Three children were born of their 
marriage, Ann Eliza, wife of George Grenier of 
Racine and a native of Racine County, by whom 
she has one child Achille Bettridge; John Rupert, 
who is married, is engaged in the manufacture of 
tow in Rock Rapids, Iowa; Florence is the wife of 
Peter Porson, a contractor and builder of Mil- 
waukee and they have two children, Olive May 
and Nola Florence. 

Mr. Bettridge possessed considerable inventive 
genius and had a very active brain. He patented 
several important inventions, one of which, a’re- 
frigerator, came into general use. He was a pro- 
minent Knight Templar Mason and held a number 
of official positions in the order. His success as a 
business man secured him a handsome competence 
and at his death he left his family in comfortable eir- 
cumstances. In all the affairs of life, whether public 
or private, he was upright and honorable, a man of 
sterling worth and integrity. The esteem in 
which he was held by all was justly merited and 
sincere regret was felt by many friends at his death. 
He passed away March 10, 1881. 


AMUEL J. HAYNES, an enterprising and 
progressive farmer residing on section 17, 
Raymond Township, Racine County, is a 
native of the old Bay State. He was born 

in Newburyport, Mass., on the 9th of March, 1835, 
and is a son of Ebenezer Haynes, who was also 
born and reared in that locality. He learned the 
trade of a sail-maker, and followed that occupation 
for a number of years. He married Hannah Jones, 
a native of Portsmouth, N. H., and their three 
children were born in Newburyport. Later the 
family removed to Dorchester County, settling 
near Boston, whence they came to Racine County, 
Wis., in 1856. After a few years spent in this 


county, they removed to Walworth County, where 
| conveniences, and the neat appearance of the place 


they resided for three years, when in 1863, Ebene- 
zer Haynes purchased the farm on which our sub- 
ject now resides. He made it his home until his 
death, which occurred in June, 1875, at the age of 
sixty-eight years. He had survived his wife but a 
short time, her death having occurred in January, 
1875. 

Mr. Haynes was a member of the Free-will Bap- 
tist Church, and took an active interest in its 
growth and development. He belonged to the 
Odd Fellows society in Massachusetts, and in his 
political views was first a Free-soiler. The aboli- 
tion cause found in him a warm supporter, and 
when the Republican party was formed to prevent 
the further extension of slavery, he joined its 
ranks. Mr. and Mrs. Haynes were parents of three 
children—Samuel, of this sketch and two daugh- 
ters. 

Samuel J. Haynes remained under the parental 
roof until he attained his majority. In the common- 
schools he acquired his education, and as soon as 
old enough he began work upon the farm, which 
he continued until twenty-one years of age, when 
he decided to change his occupation, and for three 
years worked at the confectioner’s trade in Massa- 
chusetts. 

When the late war broke out, his country found 
him faithful to the cause of the Union. In Bur- 
lington, Wis., in the autumn of 1861, he enlisted 
in the Ninth Wisconsin Battery, which was sent to 
St. Louis, thence on to Ft. Leavenworth, and 
across the plains to Denver and to Mexico. He 
participated in the battle of West Port, Mo., fol- 
lowed Price to Arkansas, and on the expedition 
marched many thousand miles. The duty of the 
regiment was mostl y scouting and hunting Indians, 
but it was one of much hard service, and the ex- 
posure permanently effected Mr. Ilaynes' health. 
He occupied the position of second gunner in the 
battery, and after three years and one month, was 
honorably discharged on the 27th of January, 
1865, in Ft. Leavenworth, Kan. 

Since his return from the war, Mr. Haynes has 
resided upon the old homestead farm and now ope- 
rates eighty acres of good land which he has placed 
under a high state of cultivation. It is well sup- 
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plied with good improvements and all the modern 


indicates the thrift and enterprise of the owner, 
who is numbered among the progressive and in- 
dustrious farmers of the community. His success 
in life is largely due to his own efforts,and he may 
well be termed a self-made man. He cast his first 
Presidential vote for Fremont in 1856, and has 
since supported the Republican party. Although 
he has never been an oflice-seeker, he takes an in- 
terest in political affairs as every true American 
citizen should do, and is well-informed on the is- 
sues of the day. 


pPILLIAM BIRD, who follows general farm- 
ing on section 2, Dover Township, is num- 


October, 1824, about forty miles east of Montreal, 
Canada, and is a son of James Bird. His father 
was born in Renfrewshire, Scotland, where he grew 
to manhood and married Margaret Park, also a 
native of that country. He was a cotton spinner 
by trade and followed that business in Scotland 
until about 1823, when he crossed the Atlantic to 
Canada, accompanied by his wife and theirsonand 
three daughters. He purchased a farm not far from 
Montreal and while residing in that locality the 
family circle was increased by the birth of our sub- 
ject and his younger sister. In 1851, Mr. Bird 
cast his lot with the early settlers of Racine County, 
Wis., and his last days were spent in the home of 
his son James, where his wife also resided until her 
death. They were huried side by side in the United 
Presbyterian Church cemetery, and when called 
away many warm friends mourned their loss. 

The early life of our subject was spent in Canada, 
and the usual routine of farm life was unbroken 
by any event of special importance. His school 
privileges were meagre and although he is now a 
well informed man, his education has been acquired 
mostly through his own efforts, by reading and ob- 
servation since he arrived at years of maturity. 
He remamed under the parental roof until twenty- 
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two years of age, when in 1848 he lett Cañada and 
came to Racine County, Wis. 


two years in the emplow of Thomas Graham, an 
early settler. Attracted by the discovery of gold 
in California, he went to the Pacific slope in the 
winter of 1852, making the journey by way of New 
York City and the Isthmus of Panama. After eight 
months he arrived in Sacramento in the summer of 
1853, and at once went to the mines, He began 
working on public works but was soon taken ill 
and had he not found a kind friend in the person 
of an old ship carpenter, why kept a public house, 
it would have indeed gone hard with him for he 
had nothing. That gentleman, out of the kind- 
ness Of his heart, cared for Mr. Bird until he had 
recovered. He spent about four years more in 
California, being engaged mostly in mining oper- 
ations and then started on the homeward journey, 
arriving at his destination in the autumn of 1856. 

The following spring Mr. Bird led to the mar- 
riage altar Miss Katie Bryce, daughter of John 
Bryce, and a native of Scotland, born and reared 
near the city of Glasgow. Our subject purchased 
one hundred and twenty acres of land only partially 
improved and upon this farm the young couple be- 
gan their domestic life. He began work with a 
determination to win success, cleared his claim, 
built a home and developed a fine farm. As his 
financial resources were increased he extended its 
boundaries by the purchase of one hundred and 
sixty acres of the old Anderson farm. Among the 
many and substantial improvements are two good 
residences, commodious barns and all the outbuild- 
ings found on a model farm. A fine bearing orchard 
yields its fruit in season and the well tilicd fields 
return a golden tribute for the care and cultivation 
bestowed upon them. Mr. Bird has also greatly 
increased the value of his land by drainage, having 
one hundred and fifteen thousand feet of tiling on 
the place. He is a man of progressive ideas, excel- 
lent business ability and keeps well abreast with all 
the improvements of the time, 

The son of the family, Walter Bryce Bird, is a 
young man of good education, steady habits and 
sterling worth. He now has charge of the home 


For two years he | 
worked with his brother, James Bird, who had come | 
to the county several years previous and then spent 


| every existing evil. 
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ability. There was also one son, William J., who 
died at the age of twenty-three years. Not long 
after attaining his majority, he went to Minnesota 
and after eight months was taken sick, death ensu- 
ing. 

Mrs. Bird is a member of the Scotch Presbyterian 
Church. Mr. Bird is not a member of any church 
but it is his motto to do good to all and oppose 
He has ever been a temper- 
ance worker and is a strong advocate of prohibi- 
tion principles. Heaffiliates with no political perty, 
preferring to hold himself free to vote for the man 
whom he thinks will best fill the office. Although 
several times solicited to serve in official positions, 
he has always declined, preferring to devote his en- 
tire time and attention to his business in which he 
has met with such signal success. Forty-four years 
have passed since he came to the county and with 
its upbuilding and progress he has been promi- 
nently identified. He has aided in the develop- 
ment of its wild land which he has since transformed 
into good farms and homes, has watched the growth 
of its towns and villagesand has seen Racine trans- 
formed from a place of no importance to one of 
the leading manufacturing centers of Southern 
Wisconsin. He takes a commendable interest and 
feels a just pride in the advancement of the county, 
of which be is a pioneer. 
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DWIGHT SLADE, one of Wheatland 


Township’s most prominent men, residing 

on section 6, was born in Kenosha County, 

in the township where he yet makes his 
home, February 8, 1849. His parents were Thomas 
and Olive (Kidder) Slade. The father, a native of 
the Empire State, emigrated Westward and located 
in Kenosha County, Wis., in 1840. Two years 
later he married Miss Kidder and they began their 
domestic life upon the farm where our subject now 
resides. By their marriage were born four children, 
namely, William, a farmer and real estate dealer 


| of Eden, S. Dak.; S. Dwight, whose name heads 
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this sketch; Carrie M., wife of Job F. Rey ación, 
a resident farmer of Randall Township, Kenosha 
County; and Martha, wife of Alvin F. Clark, a 
farmer and stock dealer of Walworth County, who 
died February 1, 1892. The father of this family 
made farming his chief occupation and was gener- 
ally successfulin his undertakings. Politically, he 
was a stanch Republican and in religious belief 
was a Universalist. He died September 16, 1881. 
His faithful wife survives him and now resides 
with her son, our subject, at the age of seventy- 
two years. 

S. Dwight Slade received a liberal education in 
the publie schoois which he attended in the winter 
season, while in the summer months he aided in the 
cultivation of the home farm. Thus early in life 
he was inured to hard labor and became familiar 
with the business which he has since followed in 
pursuit of fortune. He is classed among the 
county’s most successful farmers and extensive land 
owners. He now owns and operates a valuable 
farm of three hundred and twenty acres of highly 
improved land and in connection with its cultiva- 
tion also handles a fine stock of horses and cattle. 
In 1889 Mr. Slade erected a creamery at Slade's 
Corners (which village takes its name from the fa- 
ther of our subject). It is complete in all its ap- 
pointments, being fitted with all the latest im- 
provements obtainable and capable of handling 20. 
000 pounds of milk daily. The product of this estab- 
lishment is first-class in every way and commands 
the highest market price. This great benefit to the 
farming community of this section is due entirely 
to Mr. Slade's enterprise, in erecting this much 
needed improvement among them. Enterprising 
and industrious, everything which our subject un- 
dertakes, he carries forward to a successful com- 
pletion and has thus acquired a handsome 
competence. 

In Honey Creek, Walworth County, November 
23, 1881, Mr. Slade married Miss Altha Ayers, who 
was born in Burlington, March 21. 
the accomplished daughter of Morris and Luthera 
C. (Aiken) Ayers, who are mentioned elsewhere in 
this work. Three children grace their marriage, 
two of whom are yet living: Alice L., born De- 
cember 4, 1853, and Mott T., July 8, 1885. Lynn, 


1849, and is | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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the youngest, born 1 29, 1886, died on 
March 27, 1890. 

In his political affiliations Mr. Slade is a Repub- 
lican and a warm advocate of the party principles. 
He has held the office of Chairman of the Town- 
ship Board of Supervisors for seven years, was 
District Clerk fora term of three years and in both 
offices discharged his duties with such fidelity and 
ability that it won him re-election. Public-spirited 


| and progressive he is a valued citizen of the com- 


munity and manifests a commendable interest in 
everything calculated to promote the general wel- 
fare. His friends are many and he enjoys the 
confidence and esteem of all, 


— —— 
— 


= a 
6 
IDNEY A. SAGE, deceased, one of the 
earliest pioneers of Racine, after whose 
family Sagetown, now the manufacturing 
center of the city, was named, settled on 
Government land on the west side of Root River, 
one-half mile from its mouth, in February, 1836. 
He was a son of Joel and Bethia (Hurlbut) Sage, 
and was born in Coldbrook, Conn., December 5, 
1805. His family was descended from the pio- 
neers of New England of 1640, and a sketch of 
his father's life is given elsewhere in this work. 
Our subject received an academic education in 
the Bay State and was engaged in business in Mas- 
sachusetts for a time, While still a young man, 
he removed to Hoosic Falls, N. Y., but very soon 
afterward, in February, 1836, emigrated to Wis- 
consin and settled at Racine, where he erected a 
flouring mill in 1843, on the north side of Root 
River. His mill was the largest at that time in 
the West, and excited much comment on the part 
of the early settlers, wondered where suffi- 
cient grain could be found to keep it running. 
The rapid settlement of Eastern Wisconsin soon 
solved the problem and justified Mr. Sage’s judg- 
ment. It was buta few years later when long 
lines of wheat-ladencd teams could be seen wait- 
ing a chance to unload at the mill. 
On December 3, 1846, Mr. Sage was joined in 
wedlock with Susan Whitney in the town of 


who 
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m Creek, Walworth County, Wis. The lady 
was born in Boston, Mass., November 12, 1817, 
and was a daughter of James and Abbie Whitney, 
who were also natives of Boston. They came to 
Racine at early day, but soon afterward removed 
to Sugar Creek, Walworth County. Later they 
took up their residence in LaCrosse, where they 
spent the remainder of their lives. On first com- 
ing to Racine Mr, Sage joined his father, who had 
preceded him the year before, and together they 
secured and improved a claim of one hundred 
and seven acres. After the death of his father, in 
1840, our subject platted the original claim and 
made substantial improvements thereon. At the 
time of his marriage Mr. Sage made his home at 
the northwest corner of State and Superior Streets. 
Later he removed to a brick house on Huron 
Street, just south of State, where he resided until 
1851, when he erected a fine brick residence near 
the Northwestern depot, on a tract of ten acres. 
The house was a large and elegant one and at that 
time was the finest residence in the city. Six chil- 
dren, one son and five duughters, were born to 
Mr. and Mrs. Sage. Emma Louise, the eldest, was 
born July 26, 1849, and died the 17th of Septem- 
ber following; Helen Bethia, born August 14, 
1851, died October 1, 1869; Sidney A., born De- 
cember 26, 1852, is represented elsewhere in this 
work; Frances Abby, born November 24, 1853, is the 
wife of Henry Kirk E. Adams, a resident of Lis- 
bon, N. Dak.; Anna Jane, born April 20, 1856, died 
on the 29th of August following; Susan Whitney, 
born August 8, 1857, became the wife of Rush S. 
Adams and resides in Lisbon, N. Dak. Mrs. Sage, 
the mother of this family, died December 3, 1857. 
She was an active and influential member of the 
Congregationai Society, of Racine, from its organ- 
ization, and was held in high esteem for her many 
excellencie? of character. At Ann Arbor, Mich., 
February 8, 1859, Mr. Sage married Harriet M. 
Forster, who now resides in Buffalo, N. Y. Of this 
marriage was born a daughter, who is now Mrs. 
Parmelce and resides in Buffalo. 

Mr. Sage was a Whig in early “life and joined 
the Republican party at its organization. He was 


a member of one of the first City Councils of Ra- 
cine, and was actively identified with public affairs 
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and — devoted to the development and pros- 
perity of the city and county. When the Lake 
Shore Railroad Company was organized he was 
elected a member of its Board of Directors. His 
connection with the Congregational Church, al- 
though of later date than that of his wife’s was dis- 
tinguished by a broad and generous liberality. 
He gave to the society the land on which the 
church was built and also contributed liberaily wo 
its construction and support. As the city grew, 
he became largely interested in the real-estate bus- 
iness as the owner of much of that section of the 
city known as Sagetown. 

The death of Mr. Sage occurred March 13, 1869, 
after a useful life of sixty-four years. Earnest de- 
votion to his family and the laudable pride in see- 
ing them well provided for, was shown in his 
broad liberality and unceasing care. He took de- 
light in seeing everything he owned or was con- 
nected with, cared for and kept in perfect order 
and had no patience with disorder or shiftlessness. 
He possessed great force of character, strong de- 
termination and a keen love of justice. His exec- 
utive ability was good and he had many of the 
qualities that befit a leader of men and which are 
so essential in the advancement of civilization in 
a new country. His loss was much felt by his fel- 
low-citizens, who gave him their highest respect 
and esteem. 


Į OHN BRYCE, who is engaged in general 
farming on section 13, Dover Township, 

¡ Racine County, claims Scotland as the land 
@ / of his nativity. He was born in Dunbar- 
tonshire, January 13, 1821, and isa son of John 
and Elizabeth Bryce who were also natives of Scot- 
land. They were both born, lived and Mr. Bryce 
died on the estate. Thcir family numbered five 
children who grew to manhood and womanhood. 
The eldest brother, Walter, emigrated to the United 
States, in 1844, and settled on a farm in Racine 
County, Wis., where he made his home until his 
death in 1875. William and his sister Catherine 
crossed the Atlantic in 1846. Four years later he 


went to California, where he — in mining. 
Catherine afterward became the wife of Wil- 
liam Bird of Dover Township. The mother of 
this family accompanied her son William to Amer- 
ica and resided with her children until her death, 
which occurred January 27,1890, She was born 
November 5, 1790, and therefore her age at the 
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Diver, November 12, 1838, being the first white 


child born in the town, and is a daughter of 
Samuel Ormiston, who was born in Renfrewshire, 
Scotland. At the age of nineteen he came to 
America, locating in Rhode Island. He was a 
mason by trade and worked on the Government forts 


in that State. About 1836, he came West and in 


time of her death was ninety-nine years, two | 


months and twenty-two days. In early life she 
was a member of the established church of Scot 
land, after coming to this country joined the 
United Presbyterian Church. Shelived a consist- 


| Grove, in 1876. 


ent Christian life and died in the hope of resur- | 


rection beyond the grave. Her children revere 
her memory and at her death had the sympathy of 
many friends. 

John Bryce, whose name heads this sketch, spent 
the days of his boyhood and youth in Scotland 
and his early education, acquired in the common 
schools, was supplemented by a course in the 
Glasgow Academy. 


When a young man he de- | 


termined to try his fortune in America and cros- | 


sing the Atlantic in the autumn of 1849 arrived 
in Racine, Wis., on the 3d of September of that 


year, joining his mother and brother who had 


previously located in this county. In connection 
with his brother Walter he engaged in farming 
until the death of his brother, which occurred in 
1871. 


July, arrived in Racine County, where he spent 
the remainder of his life. He died in Union 
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Bryce have 
been born two daughters—Elizabeth, the elder, was 
acquiring a good education, when at the age of 
seventeen, sickness totally destroyed her eye-sight. 
She has since been a student in the Janesville 
School for the Blind. Grace, who graduated from 
Rochester Seminary, is now succeasfully engaged 
in teaching. 

The parents are both members of the United Pres- 
byterian Church and in pohtics Mr. Bryce isa Re- 
publican. He has served for several terms as a mem- 
ber of the town Board of Supervisors and has also 
been a member of the School Board. In his busi- 
ness affairs he has been very successful and the 
credit is all due to himself as he began life empty 
handed, working his way upward unaided to his 
present position. In the long years that have 


| passed since he came to the county he has become 
| widely known and gained many friends who hold 


He then extended the boundaries of their | 


old homestead by the purchase of an additional | 


tract of land. His landed possessions now aggre- 


gate three hundred and sixty acres, the greater 


part of which is under a high state of cultivation. 
Upon the farm are two good residences, barns and 
other outbuildings and many improvements both 
useful and ornamental in character, 

Mr. Bryce has been twice married. 


In 1860, he | 


wedded Miss Mary Hunter, a native of Scotland | 


and a daughter of James Hunter, now deceased. 


The days of her maidenhood were spent in Seot- | 


land, where she also acquired her education. She 


died in October, 1862, leaving a son, Jobn H., who | 
| ried Miss Annie Stone, who though of the same 


attended the Metropolitan Commercial College of 
Chicago and is a young man of good business abi- 
lity and sterling worth. In May, 1866, Mr. Bryce | 


him in high esteem for his sterling worth. 


ORACE STONE, senior member of the firm 
ot H. Stone & Sons, druggists of Racine, is 
a pioneer of this city of November, 1842. 
He was born in Litchfield, Conn., February 


| 10, 1814, and isa son of Capt. Lewis and Annie 


Stone. His father was also born in Litchfield and 
was a son of Jonas and Ruth (Kilbourn) Stone. 
By occupation, Capt. Stone was a farmer and mar- 


name was no relation. He received his title through 


the commission of Gov. Wolcott in the War of the — 


was again married, his-second —union—being with | Revolution, in which memorable struggle he proved 
Elizabeth Ormiston, who was born in the town of | a faithful soldier. He died December 4, 1825, at 
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the: age of W years. Unto the Captain 
and his wife were born nine children—Eliza, the 
eldest, became the wife of Bissell Blakeslee and 
died in Sturgis Prairie, Mich.; Horace is the next 
younger; Sheldon died of yellow fever, October 28; 
1825, aged sixteen years; Marie died July 16, 1817, 
aged six years; Irene died November 11, 1825, 
aged four years; and Lewis died July 4, 1848, 
aged twenty-three years. Mrs. Annie Stone, the 
mother of our subject, was born in South Bain- 
bridge, N. Y., on the banks of the Susquehanna 
River, and died April 11, 1827, at the age of forty 
years. 

Jonas Stone, the paternal grandfather of our 
subject, was a native of England, born October 17, 
1752. He emigrated to America in early life and 
settled at Litchfield, Conn. His wife, Ruth Kil- 
bourn, was of the same family as Byron Kilbourn, 
who was so prominently identified with the 
early railroad history of Wisconsin and after whom 
Kilbourn City was named. Jonas Stone and his 
wife were the parents of five children, namely: 
David, Israel, Lewis, Apollos and Julia. The father 
was engaged very extensively in farming and was 
quite well-to-do. 

Having lost his parents at the age of ten years, 
Horace Stone was left to fight the battle of life 
alone. When a lad of fourteen, he chose his 
brother-in-law, Bissell Blakeslec, as guardian and 
went to New Berlin, N. Y., where he was educated 
in the common schools. After serving an appren- 
tice ship to the cabinet maker’s trade im that place 
he was employed at that occupation until twenty 
years of age, when in the fall of 1833, he went to 
Ypsilanti, Mich., and helped to built the Wa:hte- 
naw County Court House at Ann Arbor. Early 
the following winter he returned to New York and 
stopped in Richfield Springs until February 10, 
1834, when he started out to see the world and 
seek his fortune. He went to Detroit and from 
thence by boat to Green Bay, Wis. A year later 
he hired to a Mr. Conroe of Sheboygan, of the firm 
of Conroe & Spaulding, contractors, and helped 
build a hotel at that place. He then built a house 


and store for himself and returned to New York 


on an important mission. 
In Chautauqua County, on the 1st of May, 1839, 


Mr. Beine married Miss Emily era pies 
of James Gordon. She was born December 18, 

1816, near Batavia, N. Y., where, having attaincd 
her education, she was employed in teaching 
school. Soon after his marriage Mr. Stone returned 
to Sheboygan with his bride and resumed work at 
his trade of carpentering. He helped build the 
lighthouse for the Government near that city and 
had it in charge for one year. In the fall of 1841, 
he removed to Chicago, where he remained until. 
the autumn of the succeeding year, when he came 
to Racine and has since made this city his home. 
He opened a cabinet shop on the corner- now 
known as the Gilbert corner on Wisconsin and 
Fifth Streets and later removed to the present site 
of the Racine Postotfice, the northeast corner of 
Fifth and Mam Streets, where he carried on busi- 
ness for several years. 

In the fall of 1851, Mr. Stone went to Califor- 
nia, by way of New York and the Isthmus route 
and spent three years on the Pacific slope in gold 
mining and carpenter work, returning in 1854, by 
way of the ocean and Nicaraugua route. On reach- 
ing Racine he bought into the drug business in 
company with a Mr. Falkner, but soon afterward 
returned to California, leaving the drug store in 
care of his partner. During that trip he remained 
away for eighteen months, returning to Racine in 
the fall of 1856. While in the West he spent about 
three years in Los Angeles in carpentering and 
building. On his return home, he turned his at- 
tention to the drug business and after a partner- 
ship of six years’ continuance, he bought out Mr. 
Falkner’s interest and has carried on the business 
continuously since, having been in that line at 
Racine for thirty-seven years. His is the pioneer 
drug store and he is the oldest druggistin the city. 

Mr. and Mrs. Stone have had five children, two 
sons and three daughters—Eleanor Maria, the eld- 
est, who was born March 3, 1840, died December 5, 
1846; Walter L. was born November 7, 1841, and 
is represented elsewhere in this work; Adelia Anna, 
born March 22, 1844, died December 6, 1864; 
Horace Gordon, born March 14, 1846, is a partner 
of his father and brother in the drug business; 
Clara A., born April 28, 1852, died September 6, 
1853, her birth and death occurring while her father 


with their father in business as clerks or partners 
for many years. All are Republicans in politics. 
Mr. Stone is one of the oldest of the surviving 
pioneers of Racine and enjoys the highest esteem 
and respect of all who know him. 
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on section 35, Paris Township, well de- | 
serves representation in this volume for | 
she and her husband were well-known peo- | 
ple of this community and took an active interest | 
in all that pertained to its upbuilding and welfare. | 
Her maiden name was Minnie Randolph, and most | 
of her days since early maidenhood have been | 


(E MINNIE C. NEWBURY, who resides | 


passed in Racine and Kenosha Counties. She re- 
ceived good educational advantages and is a lady 
of intelligence and culture. 
Randolph, is an agriculturist, and is held in the 
highest regard by his many friends. 
died when the daughter was an infant. 
On the 3d of March, 1876, Minnie Randolph be- 


came the wife of Henry A. Newbury, who was born | 
He spent his boy- | 
| his death, which occurred on the 6th of October, 


in Connecticut, June 23, 1811. 
hood in the New England States, acquired his edu- 
cation in the common schools and learned the trade 


of a carpenter and joiner. He commenced lifeempty | 
handed but by his industry, enterprise and integ-. 


rity he has worked his way upward. 

Mr. Newbury had been twice married prior to 
his union with Miss Randolph. 
he wedded Miss Catharine F. McCoy, a native of 


Connecticut, and three children born unto them l 


are yet living—John C., a successful and widely- 
known teacher, who was Principal of the Male and 
Female Academy of Shilo, Lamar County, Tex. 
After following that profession for a number of 


years he became a hardware merchant and is now | 
engaged in agricultural pursuits; Henry F. married | 


Miss Anna E. McAlister, a native of the Empire 
State, and is an expert mechanic of Brooklyn, N. X.; 


and Frank E., who wedded Miss Sophia Pierce, a 


native of Wisconsin, is a prominent agriculturist 


of Bristow, Butler County, Iowa. The mother of | 


Her father, Frederick | 


October 7, 1835, | 


of March, 1856, Mr. Newbury led to the marriage 
altar Miss Abbie P. Cadwell, who died on the 29th 
of March, 1875, 2 

It was in 1838 that Mr. Newbury, having decided 


| to try his fortune in the West, came by way of the 
| Great Lakes to Southport (now Kenosha), Wis., 
| where he arrived with only $5 in his pocket. At 


the land sales he entered one hundred and sixty 
acres of wild prairie upon which not a furrow had 
been turned or an improvement made, but he built 
a log cabin of primitive construction and in course 
of time his labors had transformed the wild land 
into a rich and fertile farm, which yielded to him 
abundant harvests in return for the care he be- 
stowed upon it. He took quite a prominent part 
in public affairs and gave his support to the 
Republican party, strenuously upholding its prin- 
ciples. He was a man of action and not of words; 
of a generous nature, charitable and benevolent 
to the poor and needy. He served as Supervisor 
of his township, for many years was connected 


Her mother | with the School Board in this community and for 


some ten or twelve years was President of the 
Paris Mutua! Fire Insurance Company. His up- 
right, honorable life characterized by many good 
deeds, won him the love and respect of all, and at 


1888, many friends mourned his loss. His remains 
were interred in Tarbell Cemetery, in Bristol 
Township. 

The death of Mr. Newbury was an unfortunate 
accident. On the 29th of August, while standing 
on a load of hay driving through a gateway, the 
hayrack struck the post and he was thrown from 
the load to the ground and his spinal cord so in- 
jured as to produce paralysis of the lower half of 
the body. Although seventy-seven years of age 
he had marvelous vitality, and from August 29 
until October 6 his strong physical powers strove 
to overcome the injury, but at last gave way. In 
religious faith he was a Congregationalist and to 
the cause of Christianity he gave his support and 
means. He was one of nature's true noblemen, 
but his sterling worth was only appreciated by 
those who enjoyed his intimate acquaintance. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Newbury were born three 
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ee, two sons and a 22 the eldest of 
whom, George A., operates the home farm for his 
mother; Clara is attending school and also receives 
instruction in music; Arthur E., who completes the 
family circle, is still under the parental roof. The 
children all reside on the old homestead farm with 
Mrs. Newbury, who is one of the well-known 
and highly esteemed ladies of the township. Her 
farm comprises one hundred and sixty acres of 
well-improved land on which may be seen all the 
improvements of a model farm. The commodious 
home is the abode of hospitality. Mrs. Newbury 
is a member of the Missionary Society of the Con- 
gregational Church and her efforts for the advance- 
ment of such work are not limited. She has the 
warm regard of a large circle of friends and ac- 
quaintances, many of whom have known her since 
the days of her early girlhood. The name of 
Newbury is a familiar one to the people of Keno- 
sha County. 
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OHN CAREY, one of the honored veterans 
of the late war, and a farmer of Kenosha 
P | County, residing on section 27, Paris 
Township, was born in Seneca County, N. 
Y., May 15, 1847, and was the seventh in a family 
of eight children, six sons and two daughters com- 
prising the family of Harvey and Maria (Gulick) 
Carey. Tie four eldest children, Emeline, Eliza, 
George and Edward are all deceased; Harvey is 
married and follows farming in Minnesota; 
Gilbert is married and resides in New York; John 
is the next younger; and Ralph makes his home in 
Minnesota. Mr. Carey, father of this family, was 
a native of the Empire State, where throughout 
his life he followed the lumber business. In re- 
ligious belief he was a Presbyterian and lived an 
upright, consistent Christian life. In politics he 
was a Democrat. His death occurred in 1861, and 
his wife, who survived him many years, passed 
away in 1887. 
The education of our subject was acquired in 
the common schools of his native State and 
throughout the greater part of his life he has fol- 
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lowed ng; When the late war broke out he 
responded to the country’s call for troops and en- 
listed in the One Hundred and Forty-eighth New 
York Volunteer Infantry under Gen. Benjamin F. 
Butler. The regiment was assigned to the Army 
of the Potomac, and the first battle in which Mr. 
Carey participated was at Drury’s Bluff and Ber- 
muda Hundred. This was followed by the siege 
of Cold Harbor, where a ball passed through his 
clothing. The regiment went to the front with 
nine hundred men but at the end of a year six 
hundred were numbered among those who 
laid down their lives on thealtar of their country. 
From Cold Harbor the troops went at once to 
Petersburg, Va., where a four days’ battle occurred, 
hostilities commencing on the 16th of June, 1864. 
During the first day of the engagement Mr. Carey 
was struck below the left eye withan ounce musket 
ball, which passed through his head-and came out 
above his right ear. His injuries were so severe 
that it necessitated his confinement in the hospital 
and at his homé for eight months. As soon as he 
had recovered, however, he returned to duty, par- 
ticipating with his regiment in all the engage- 
ments in which it took part. At the battle of 
Fair Oaks, when Gen. Grant’s Army formed the 
left flank, an order was given to make a feint for 
the purpose of attracting the enemy and of the 
two hundred and eighty men chosen for this pur- 
pose, only forty returned alive. The Colonel, 
John B. Murray, cried like a-child when he found 
how the lives of his brave boys had been sacrificed. 
Mr. Carey bore all the hardships and experiences 
of army life and suffered many narrow escapes. 
He was one day sitting in his tent when a bullet 
struck within two inches of him, scattering dust 
over him, so he went outside the tent and again 
very near him struck a bullet which he picked up 
from the dust. While on picket duty a bullet 
struck on either side of him throwing dust upon 
him but the hand of Providence scemed to inter- 
fere and save his life. He was then but a youth, 
a boy merely, when he entered the service and on 
one occasion the general came to him and said: 
“My boy do you want to be discharged?’’ The 
answer was: “No. sir; I came here to fight and I 
will stay. He did stay and when the war was 
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over was honorably 1 at Willett’ s Point, 
N. Y., in the spring of 1865. His war record is one 
of which he may well be proud. To the private 
soldiers the country owes her deliverance and the 
debt of gratitude which we owe them can never 
be repaid. 

On the 22d of December, 1880, Mr. Carey was 
united in marriage with Miss Zelia C. Arzalia, who 
was born in Paris, France. One child, Emma A., 
graces their union and this bright little daughter 
is the light of her parents’ home. Mrs. Carey came 
with her family to America about 1851, and located 
in Cincinnati, Ohio, where her father engaged in 
the tailoring business. Both he and his wife are 
now deceased. 

In politics Mr. Carey is a Republican, having 
voted with that party since he cast his first ballot 
for R. B. Hayes. He has served as Constable and 
Town Treasurer and every public trust reposed in 
him has been faithfully discharged. Socially he is 
a member of the Fred S. Lovell Post, No. 270, G. 
A. R., of Kenosha, and his wife is a member of the 
Christian Church, in Covington, Ky. 
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LEXANDER BURCH, who is now living 

a retired life, but for many years was a 
prominent business man of Racine, is num- 

bered among the pioneer settiers of 1842, 

having first set fout on the soil of this city on the 
17th of June, of that year. With the history of 
the growth and development of the county he has 
been prominently connected and is well deserving 
of a representation in this volume. He was born 
on the sunny Isle of Guernsey in the British Chan- 
nel, March 14, 1810. His father, John O. Burch, 
was a native of England, where he grew to man- 
hood and wedded Mary Lewis, who was born in 
Bristol, that country. John Burch was a civil en- 
gineer and surveyor by profession. He removed 
to the Isle of Guernsey in an early day and there 
followed his chosen vocation. 


man of the community and was employed by the | 


| 
| 


Government to perform some very difficult work. 


He was a prominent | 


He also saw some duty in the militia and died in 
1813. His wife long survived him, she passing away 
in 1848, 

Our subject is the only son in a family of three 
children. Sarah Lewis, the elder daughter, became 
the wife of Thomas Jamieson, a native of Scotland 
who died on the Isle of Guernsey, after which his 
widow came to this country and spent her last 
days in Chicago; Jane became the wife of James 
Bennett and both died and were buried on the Isle 
of Guernsey. They left two sons and a daughter 
to mourn their loss. 

Alexander Burch, the only surviving member of 
their family, grew to manhood on his native isle 
and received only such educational advantages as 
the common schools afforded. When a youth he 
served an apprenticeship to the trade of a carpenter 
and joiner and followed that business for a number 
of years. Subsequently he became an engineer 
and for a few years had charge of a stationary en- 
gine on Guernsey Island. He possessed superior 
mechanical and considerable inventive genius and 
when a young man made a complete working 
model engine which was on exhibition at the Guern- 
sey Mechanical Institute in 1833. He received 
the highest commendation and praise from the so- 
ciety and the papers of Guernsey spoke very com- 
plimentary of Mr. Burch and of his mechanical 
genius, also of the Institute for voting him a medal 
for excellence and original mechanical ingenuity. 
The institute also presented him with a fine silver 
watch of superior workmanship which he yet carries. 

On the 28th of June, 1832, Mr. Burch married 
Jane Cargan, a native of Guernsey and a daughter 
of James Cargan. Ten years later they crossed the 
Atlantic to New York, spent two weeks in the 
Eastern metropolis and then continued their West- 
ward journey to Racine, arriving on the 17th of 
June. The voyage was a very tempestuous one, 
the mast and the rigging were completely carried 
away and fears were entertained that the vessel 
would go to the bottom. Mr. Burch is familiar 
with all the experiences and hardships of pioneer 
life, for Racine County at the time of his arrival 
was in a very wild and unsettled condition. On 
ene occasion, in 1843, when in the vicinity of 
Pike’s Grove he was closely pursued by a panther. 
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He was in a sled and finally outdistanced the beast 
but his fright was so great that he afterwards re- 
marked he thought he could feel his hair raise his 


hat. He had the exclusive supervision of the | 


building of the first wind gristmill in Wisconsin, 
located in Somers. He resided in that township 
for five years and then removed to Racine, where 


he engaged in contracting and building for a num- | 


ber of years and also began building grain eleva- 
tors and doing work as a pattern maker. He 


| 


erected a number of grain elevators, and private | 


residences in Racine which still stand as monu- 


ments to his thrift and enterprise and the Washing- | 


tonian Home near Chicago was erected under his 
supervision., After the death of his wife he gave 
up work and has since lived a retired life. 

The death of Mrs. Burch occurred February 13, 


1876. She was a true and faithful wife and help- | 
mate, a kind and loving mother and had many | 


friends who esteemed her highly for her sterling 
worth. Seven children were born unto Mr. and 
Mrs. Burch of whom five are yet living—William 
died in 1856, at the age of twenty-three years leav- 
ing a wife and one child to mourn his loss; A. O. 


resides with his wife and four children in Racine | 


and is one of the business men of that city; Jane 
became the wife of A. M. Crane, of Chicago and 
died April 7, 1862, at the age of twenty-three 
leaving a daughter who married J. P. Daies and is 


now deceased; Ann is the wife of Samuel Mander- | 


son, a business man of Racine and has two children; 
George resides with his wife and four children in 
Santa Rosa, Cal., where he is engaged in the hard- 
ware business; Emma is the wife of Richard Bosus- 
tow, an agriculturist of Racine County, by whom 
she has two children and Charles B. is a resident of 
Chicago. 

In political sentiment, Mr. Burch is independent, 
aiming to support men of principle and honor, re- 
gardless of party affiliations. He was again mar- 
ried in September, 1879, his second union being 
with Mrs. Olive Null, daughter of William Morgan, 


now deceased. She was born in New York butspent | 


the days of her maidenhood in Ohio and Racine. 
Her first marriage occurred in Burlington, Wis. 
She is a devout member of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. Both Mr. and Mrs. Burch are kind and 


hospitable people who number among the honored 
pioneers of Racine County, whose growth and 
development they have witnessed from an early 
day. Our subject is a gentleman of unblemished 
character and is considered an honorable and up- 
right man by those who have long known him. In 
his business he was successful and by his well di- 
rected efforts won the competency which now en- 
ables him to live a retired life. 
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T= BENEZER HEALD, a worthy pioneer of 
E Racine County, now deceased, was born in 
J Kennebec, Me., in 1783, and there spent his 
childhood days. In 1806, be married Miss Lucy 
Warren, a cousin of Gen. Warren, the hero of Bun- 
ker Hill. During his early life Mr. Heald engaged 
in the dry-goods business in Kennebec, Me., and 
afterward removed with his family to Michigan. 
For a time he was employed as a teacher in a De- 
troit academy, and from thatcity went to Canada. 
Soon afterward, however, he returned to the 
United States and located in Rochester, N. Y. from 
whence he went to La. Porte, Ind., and was in busi- 
ness at that place until 1837, when he came to Wis- 
consin Territory and settled at Ives Grove, in the 
town of Yorkville, Racine County, where he oc- 
cupied the claim of Samuel Daniels until May, 
1838, when he made a claim in the town of Dover. 
There he built a log house which burned soon 
afterward. He next made a claim in the town of 
Burlington in 1840, where his daughter, now Mrs. 
John Wilson, of Racine, subsequently taught 
school. There he engaged in farming until 1858, 
when he removed to Marshalltown, Iowa. 

It was in that place that the death of Mr. Heald 
occurred in 1860, at the age of seventy-seven 
years. He had long survived his wife, who passed 
away on the 18th of May, 1839. Their children 
numbered four sons and three daughters. but only 
three are living at this writing in 1892, George 
is now a resident of La Porte, Ind.; Chester, makes 
his home in Marshalltown, lowa; and Sarsh A. is 
now Mrs. John Wilson. of Racine. 

In early life, Mr. Heald was a Whig in political 
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MRS.JAMES RUSSELL 


lican, but although actively interested in the suc- 
cess of his party, he never accepted public office. 
He was a consistent member of the Methodist 
Church and was highly respected in every com- 
munity wherein he resided. 


— — ESSE een 


AMES RUSSELL, one of the most prominent 
and honored of the pioneer settlers of 
Racine County, now resides in Union Grove. 
He has resided in this locality for the past 

half century and the history of the growth and 
development of Southeastern Wisconsin is famil- 
zar to him. He was born in Cornwall, England, 
September 16, 1816,and was the fourth child of 
James and Susan (Reed) Russell. His father, also 
a native of Cornwall, was born about 1781, and 
became a miller by trade. He also followed farm- 
ing and though he began life without capital by 
his industry and perseverance he acquired a com- 
petence. He was a highly respected man in the 
community where he resided and a member of the 
Church of England. His death occurred about 
1844. His wife was a devoted member of the 
Methodist Church, and she, too, died in her native 
land. Of their children, Susan is now the wife of 
William Glasson, a farmer of New South Wales, 
Australia; Lucy is the wife of Thomas Glasson, an 
agriculturist of England; James is the next younger, 
Nannie is the wife of James Glasson, a farmer of 
England; Mary is living in her native land; Rich- 
ard is married and follows farming in Cornwall, 
England; Edwin is now deceased; and Thomas 
who for a number of years followed milling, is now 
living a retired life in bis native land. 

The early life of our subject passed unevent- 
fully as he was reared upon his father's farm and 
worked in a mill during his childhood days. At 
the age of twenty-six he left the parental roof and 
was united in marriage with Miss Mary Ann 
Goldsworthy, who was born in Cornwall, Novem- 
ber 4,' 1819. The wedding ceremony was per- 
formed on the 15th of March, 1842, and on the 3d 


of April, they left Falmouth, England, upon a | 


42 
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dropped anchor in the harbor of New York. 
They made their way up the Hudson River to 
Albany, thence by the Erie Canal and Great Lakes 
to Southport, now Kenosha, Wis.. then a little 
village of about five hundred inhabitants. Mr. 
Russell and his father-in-law purchased a partially 
improved farm of three hundred and twenty acres 
which they afterward divided and devoted him- 
self assidiously to its cultivation. The farm im- 
plements of those days bore little resemblance to 
the improved machinery of the present. The first 
reaping was done with the old fashioned cradle 
and the grass was cut with a scythe. There were 
no railroads here at the time, the nearest markets 
were long distances away and the settlers were 
widely scattered. There were many difficulties 
and inconveniences attending this life on the fron- 
tier, but with characteristic energy Mr. Russell 
overcame the obstacles, pushing steadily forward 
until he reached the goal of success. His moneyed 
resources, however were very low at times. On 
one occasion he paid every dollar he possessed to 
the doctor, giving up his last cent rather than 
thatany one should be deprived of their just 
dues. 

Five children came to bless the home of Mr. 
and Mrs. Russell, two sons and three daughters. 
James G. who married Miss Betsey Hamlet,a lady 
of English descent, has followed farming through- 
out his life and is now one of the prominent agri- 
culturists of Yorkville Township. He is also an 
ardent Republican and takes quite an active inter- 
est in political affairs. Richard who also supports 
that party, is a liveryman and dealer in agricultu- 
ral implements of Union Grove. He married Miss 
Catherine Hughes, a native of Wisconsin. Mary 
and Charlotte are both deceased. Susan ‘is the 
wife of J.C. Drury, whose sketch appears else- 
where in this work. ; 

Mr. Russell has also upheld the principles of the 
Republican party since its organization, previous 
to which time he was a Whig. His first vote was 
cast for Franklin Pierce. He has been called 
upon to fill a number of offices and the duties of 
each were ever promptly and faithfully discharged. 
For about six years he was clerk of the Board of 
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Education, was chairman of the Board of Super- 
visors in Paris Township, Kenosha County for 
about eight years, and was also town treasurer for 
one term. i 
In 1861, while engaged in blasting stone, Mr. 
Russell had the misfortune to have his eyesight 
destroyed and for thirty years he has been totally 
blind. He found in his wife a faithful companion 
and heipmate but after twenty-three years of happy 
wedded life Mrs. Russell was called to her reward 
and her remains were interred in Union Grove 
Cemetery where a beautiful monument now marks 
her last resting place, erected to her memory by 
the loving husband. She was a faithful attendant 
at the Congregational Church, as is also Mr. Russell. 
He is yet living in Union Grove,one of its hon- 
ored pioneers and respected citizens. His life has 
been well and worthily spent and in reviewing the 


past he need feel no regret on account of lost | 


opportunities. 
42 — SES SP? 


CFPHOMAS MOYLE, deceased, at one time a 


Z prominent farmer and veterinary surgeon 


4 
(O) of Yorkville Township, was born in Corn- 
wall, England, in 1813, and came of a respected 
and well read English family of that country, who 
had long been admirers of America's free institu- 
tions, hence our subject was thoroughly Ameri- 
canized before reaching this country. John Moyle, 
his father, was also a native of Cornwall and was a 
descendant of Sir Walter Moyle, a wealthy land 
holder who was made a Baron in 1672. 
In his native shire Thomas Moyle received a 
good common-school education and fitted himself 
for the practice of veterinary surgery, which he 


followed throughout his entire life. He was also | 


an ardent lover of books for what they contained, 
and owned at the time of his death a very choice, 
and valuable library. He married Miss Elizabeth 
Jose, who died in 1832, and in 1836, Miss Susan 
Foxwell became his second wife. She was the 


daughter of William and Ann Foxwell, the latter | 
a relative of Squire Harris, a wealthy landlord of | 
England. Three sons and a daughter graced their | 
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union, namely: John F., William, Thomas F., and 
Mary C., all of whom are worthy of special men- 
tion and we hereby tell something of their life rec- 
ord. 

John, who was born in Cornwall in 1840, came 
to Wisconsin in 1841 with his father, whose library 


and the common schools furnished him an educa- 


| tionand he became an architect and builder. On 


the 23d of June, 1864, he married Miss Susan 
Foxweli, in Yorkville, Wis., and two sons and four 
daughters were born to them, as follows: Walter 
J., Cecil, Lydia, Nellie, Mary and Amy. With his 
profession and eighty acres of rich farm land John 
Moyle is well fixed for a rainy day. Heisa Pro- 
hibitionist in politics and takes an active interest 
in the growth and success of the party. Mary C., 
the only daughter of the family, was born in 
Yorkville in 1842, and June 23d, 1864, married 
Thomas Price, station agentat Union Grove. 
There she remained several years but now resides 
with her family in Chicago. Four sons and six 
daughters were born of this union, namely: Emma 
G., Jesse, Henry T., Susan, William A., Herbert, 
Lewis, Inez and Jennie. William, the second son 
of Thomas Moyle, was born in the town of York- 
ville, in 1845, and the education he acquired in 
the common schools was greatly supplemented by 
the use he made of his father’s library. In May, 
1870, he led to the marriage altar Miss Ellen A. 
Bosustow, daughter of a prominent Yorkville mer- 
chant. Asa veterinary surgeon and farmer he 


| spent fifteen years, and then established a general 
| store in Yorkville, which he sold out after five 
| years and since that time has been connected with 
| the ministry of the Methodist Church. He is now 


pastor of the First Methodist Church in East Troy, 
Wis., where his pleasant and entertaining wife 
vies with him im securing the best wishes of all 
with whom they come in contact. Their children, 
Mary A., Clara, Emma M., Thomas R., Lydia G., 
Jospehine and Frederick G. are bright and promis- 


| ing and Miss Mary, the eldest, possesses considera- 


ble musical talent. Rev. Mr. Moyle believes in 
prohibition and always votes with that, party. 
Thomas F., the youngest of the family, was born on 
the old homestead, September 4, 1848, and his ed- 
ucation was acquired in a manner similar to that 
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of the other children. He began ‘items ER but 
eventually became an adept as a veterinary sur- 
geon. Right here it might be well to note the 
fact, that this family has been noted for this par- 
ticular calling. The grandfather, John Moyle, 
was a skillful and widely kno”n practitioner 
throughout the County of Cornwall, and of eight 
sons born to him, seven were educated for, and 
followed the same calling. In November, 1869, 
he obtained a wife in the person of Miss Mary 
Roberts, daughter of James Roberts, a weaithy and 
prominent farmer of Raymond township. This 
wife died in July, 1874, leaving a daughter, Ade- 
line. In 1876, Mr. Moyle was again married, his 
second union being with Miss Mary A. Foxwell. 
Unto them were born three sons and four daugh- 
ters, as follows: Ellen, Bennie, Isaac, Olin, Laura, 
Avis and Winnefred. In 1889, Thomas Moyle 
rented his farm and removed to Waterford, where 
he engages in business as a member of the firm of 
Foxwell & Moyle, hardware dealers. He also en- 
gages in the practice of veterinary surgery and 
thereby adds not alittle to his income. In his 
business career he has prospered and by his neigh- 
bors and friends he is held in high regard. 

The father of this family, whose record we have 
just given, Thomas Moyle Sr., crossed the Atlantic 
to America in 1841, and his first purchase was forty 
acres of Government land in Yorkville Township. 
By additional purchase he extended the bounda- 
ries of his farm from time to time and gave eighty 
acres to each of his sons, upon his death in No- 
vember, 1868. Politically, he was a stanch Demo- 
crat in earlier years and entertained strong aboli- 
tien principles which led him to support the new 
Republican party on its organization. In com- 
pany with several other English gentlemen, in 
1841, he established in Yorkville Townshipa relig- 
ious organization and ehristened it the Wesleyan 
Methodist Association. This fact is mentioned 
several times in the Territorial records of Wiscon- 
sin. Eventually, the association was merged into 
the Bible Christian Association of Canada. Mr. 
and Mrs. Moyle took an active part in church 


| 
| 


work and were energetic in promoting all educa- ` 


tional projects. The lady came from a family 
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ere were also CIRO in herself. She 
survived her husband about ten years and in 1875 
passed to the home beyond, mourned by all who 
knew her. 
“If ye inquire 

How such consummate elegance was bred 

Amid these wilds, this answer may suffice— 

“Twas nature’s will; who sometimes undertakes, 

For the reproof of human vanity, 

Art to outstrip in her peculiar walk.“ 


| ©) of Racine County, residing on section 30, 
e Caledonia Township, has the honor of be- 
ing a native of Wisconsin. He was born on his 
father’s farm in this locality on the 11th of Sep- 
tember, 1848, and is descended from one of the 
early New England families which was established 
in America during the early Colonial days. His 
paternal grandfather was a native of Massachus- 
etts, and in Boston engaged in merchandising and 
hotel-keeping. He afterwards removed to St, 
Lawrence County, N. Y., where he spent the re- 
mainder of his life upon a farm. 

His son, Hon. Timothy Dwight Morris, the father 
of our subject, was born on the 4th of July, 1829, 
in De Peyster Town, St. Lawrence County, N.Y.,and 
upon his father’s farm grew to manhood. He 
finished his education when about eighteen years 
of age in the schools of Ogdenburg, and then 
began business as a grocer in that place, carrying 
on operations in that line for some time. After- 
wards he removed to Salina, where he engaged in 
the manufacture of salt for a considerable period. 
It was in 1838, that he came West, making the 
journey by way of the lakes to Racine County, 
Wis. He went to the home of his brother in Ives 
Grove, and at the Rapids operated a sawmill. In 
1835, he purchased the old homestead of the 
family at a land sale and turned his attention to 
agricultural pursuits. The tract which he bought 


E ori MORRIS, a prominent agriculturist 


| was covered with timber, only three acres having 
noted for its intelligence and culture which char- 


been cleared. The house was small and in true 
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pioneer style the family began frontier life. On 
the 5th of October, 1843, T. D, Morris married 
Miss Ellen M. Emerson, daughter of Stillman and 
Maria (Griffin) Emerson, the former a native of 
Vermont, and the latter of the old Granite State, 
They came to Racine County in 1840, In all his 
labors Mr. Morris was ably assisted by his wife. 
He died on the 26th of April, 1876, but his widow 
still survives him. His worth and ability were soon 
recognized by his fellow-townsmen and he was 
called upon to fill various positions of honor and 
trust, becoming one of the prominent citizens in 
the community. He served as Deputy Sheriff of 
the county for one term. In 1852 was elected 
Sheriff and was again the people’s choice for that 
otlice in 1856. He heid the office of Postmaster of 
Thompsonville for four years and was also in 
the employ of the Government as Inspector. He 
became widely known among the prominent men 
of the State while serving as Senator in 1863 and 
1864. He was first a Whig and on the organiza- 
tion of the Republican party, joined its ranks, be- 
coming one of its earnest advocates. In his social 
relations he was an Odd Fellow. He started in life 
poor but by his thrift and ability won a compe- 
tence and left his family in comfortable circum- 
stances. His death was a loss to the community, 
and the sympathy of many friends was extended 
to his wife and children in their bereavement. 

Seven children of the family are yet living— 
George S., a railroad employe, living in Arkansas 
City, Ark.; Henry D., whose home is in Racine; 
Frank W., the subject of this sketch; Harvey L., in 
Wyoming; John B., a resident of Racine; Mrs. 
Ellen A. Nau, of Iowa; and William L., who is also 
located in the Hawkeye State. One son, Byron 
H., is now deceased. 

His experience of life our subject has mostly ac- 
quired upon the homestead farm of the Morris 
fainily, where he was born, reared and lived since 
attaining to mature years. His education was ac- 
quired in the common schools of the neighborhood 
and through reading, study and observation he 
has become a well informed man, who keeps him- 
self well posted on all topics of general interest. 
His training at farm work was not limited. At 
an early age he began clearing away the stumps, 
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| principles. 


plowing the land and otherwise aiding in the open- 
ing up of a new farm. * For the past ten years he 
bas had charge of the home farm and in its care 
and management displays the thrift and enter- 
prise which has characterized his life. He follows 
general farming, raising all kinds of cereals ad- 
apted to this climate, and a glance at his place 
with its neat surroundings, tells the passer by that 
no work by him is slighted and no duty neglected. 

Mr. Morris proudly cast his first vote for Gen. 
Grant in 1872, has since supported the party, and 
often attends its conventions as a delegate. He is 
a member of the Modern Woodmen of Frankville, 
is one of the substantial farmers of the township, 
is a man of sterling worth and integrity, and is a 
worthy representative of the Morris family which 
has been identified with the history of Racine 
County for more than half a century. 

Mrs. Morris, mother of our subject, is a native 
of the Green Mountain State, born April 3, 1823, 
and she was the second in a family of six children, 
two sons and four daughters, born unto Stillman 
and Maria (Griffin) Emerson: the eldest, Stillman J., 
resides in Rochester, Racine County, and follows 
agricultural pursuits; Mrs. Morris was the next; 
Eunice D., wife of Frank Hoyt, of Rochester, whose 
sketch appears elsewhere; Cordella A., wife of 
Eben Taylor, a farmer, deceased; Orpha A., wife of 
Charles Felch, a retired farmer of Racine; Enoch 
Griffin, deceased in infancy. He was the youngest. 
Mr. Emerson was a native of Vermont. He 
was born in 1796, and diedin November, 1875. He 
was reared as a miller and agriculturist. He was a 
well informed man, and was a friend of good 
schools. He was a stanch Democrat in political 
Mr. and Mrs. Emerson were adherents 
of the Congregational Church. He left Vermont 
for New York in 1833 and located in Rochester, 
thence to Michigan, where they remained several 
years, and in 1840 they came to Racine County 
and located in Burlington, Wis., where he followed 
milling. He waa interred in Mound Cemetery, 
Racine, Wis. The mother was a native of New 
Hampshire, and was reared in her native State. 
Mrs. Morris’ girlhood days were spent in Vermont 
until she was a maiden of ten years, and she grew 
to womanhood in Michigan. She was educated in 
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the common-schools, and after a course in the | 


higher schools, she was a teacher in Michigan and 
Wisconsin. She is a member of the Congregational 
Church at Frankville She is a kind, affable and 
hospitable lady, and the Morris household is noted 
for its hospitality and cordiality, 


LOHN F. WADEWITZ is at the head of one 
of the leading industries of Racine, being 


@ President of the Racine Trunk Factory | 


Company. He ıs also one of the early set- 
tlers of the city, baving for many years been 
prominently connected with its business interests. 
A native of the Kingdom of Saxony, Germany, he 
was born about half way between Leipsic and 
Dresden, December 3, 1830, and is 2 son of Gotleib 


and Victoria Wadewitz, both of whom were born | 
and spent their entire lives in that same locality. | 
The father was a mason contractor by occupation. | 


In the family were nine children, six sons and 


three daughters, but only three came to this coun- | 


try—Lebrecht, who crossed the ocean in 1859, en- 


listed in a company of Michigan cavalry during 


the late war and was killed at Richmond, Va.; 


Henry served in the war between Germany and | 


Austria, then at its close came to the United 
States, and is now a mason of Iron Mountain, 
Mich. 

The subject of this sketch was the first of the 
family to cross the briny deep. In his native land 
he received a common-school education and learned 


in the New World, as he believed the advantages 
there afforded were superior to those of the Old 


wards he sailed for Australia, going around South 
America to that country, where he engaged in 
gold mining fora year with fair success. He then 


took passage for Callas, Peru, and crossing the 
From | 


Isthmus, returned to Wisconsin in 1854. 
that time until 1872 he devoted his energies to 
farming in Ozaukee County. 
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It was during his residence in that county that, 


on the 14th of April, 1855, he was joined in wed- 


lock with Miss Charlotte Schlicke, a native of the 
Kingdom of Saxony, who emigated to the United 
States in 1848 with her parents, who became resi- 
dents of Ozaukee County. Unto Mr. and Mrs, 
Wadewitz have been born three children. Theo- 
dore C., learned the trade of a trunk-maker with 


| M. M. Secor, with whom he served a seven years 


apprenticeship and is now Vice-President of the 
Racine Trunk Company and Treasurer of the 
Racine Traveling Bag Company. He married 
Theresa Kussmann whose parents emigrated from 
Prussia, Germany, to Wisconsin in 1857. The 
next child in order of birth, is Herman, the present 
Secretary and Treasurer of the Racine Trunk 
Company, and Secretary of the Racine Traveling 
Bag Company; Minnie completes the family and 15 
at home. 

In 1872, Mr. Wadewitz laid aside agricultural 
pursuits, and removing from his farm to Racine, 
has since made his home in that city. He worked 
in a brick yard, manufactured soap, afterwards 
conducted a grocery and feed store, and then for 
nine years engayed extensively in the manufacture 
of brick. Thus we see that his labors have been 
varied. In April, 1883, he and his two sons com- 
menced the manufacture of trunks under the busi- 
ness style of Racine Trunk Company, J. F. Wade- 
witz & Sons, proprietors. Five years later the 
company was incorporated with J. F. Wadewitz as 
President; Theodore C. Wadewitz, Vice-President; 
and Herman Wadewitz, Secretary and Treasurer, 


This industry furnishes employment to about fifty- 
the mason's trade, but decided to carry on business | 


five hands, and the annual product amounts to 
more than $100,000 worth of goods. In 1891, the 


| Racine Traveling Bag Company was formed with 
Country. In 1852 he sailed for America and after 
a voyage of eight wecks reached his destination. | 
The same year he located in Racine and after- | 


the father as President, the older son as Treasurer, 
and the younger sun Secretary. 

Mr. Wadewitz was called upon to mourn the loss 
of his wife in 1872. The following year he wed- 
ded Mrs. Catherine Kessinger, who died in 1588, 
The same year he and his daughter made a tour in 
Europe, visiting England, Germany, Belgium, 
Bohemia and France, and viewing the many places 
of interest in those countries. He has traveled 


quite extensively throughout bis life and bas 
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he is a Republican and is now serving his third 
term as Supervisor. In his business career Mr. 
Wadewitz has met with well merited success, and 
not a little is due to his sons, who are industrious 
and competent young men. When our subject 
arrived in Racine he had about $16; he now stands 
at the head of one of the most substantial manu- 


facturing enterprises of Racine, and is ranked | 


among its well-to-do and most prominent citizens, 
honored by all by whom he is known. 


S 


AMES WILSON, pioneer of Racine County 
of 1846 and now a large property owner of 
the city of Racine, claims New York as the 
State of his nativity. He is one of the 

worthy and enterprising citizens which the Empire 
State has furnished Wisconsin. He was born in 
the town of Argyle, Washington County, N. Y., 
March 12, 1817. His parents, James and Mary 
(McEachron) Wilson, were also natives of New 
York. The father was of English origin and the 
mother, of Scotch and Holland Dutch extraction. 
Her ancestors were pioneers of the Empire State 
and made a remarkable record for longevity, her 


hundred and sixteen years, while her father was 
one hundred and eight years old at the time of 
his death. She, herself, attsined the age of eighty- 
seven years. The father of our subject died at the 
age of forty-five when his son, James, was but an 
infant. 

James Wilson was the youngest of a family of 
seven children, who on the death of their father, 
were left in poor circumstances and had to make 


their own way in the world. Only two sisters | 


and our subject are now living. Educational 
advantages were necessarily limited and life with 
them was a struggle for existence. Mr. Wilson 
says that the first pair of store shoes which he ever 
wore, he earned for himself. In the usual manner 
of farmer lads he was reared, and was early inured 
to habits of industry, frugality and—economy— | 
habits that have characterized his entire life and | 


| 
mother having lived to the wonderful age of one 


have done much to insure the success that has 
crowned his efforts. At the age of twenty-three, 
he had accumulated sufficient of this world’s goods 
to justify him in marrying and on the 16th of 
April, 1840, he was united in marriage with Miss 
Nancy Brown in his native town and engaged in 
farming in that vicinity. 

Fourteen children have been born of their union, 
of whom nine are now living, five having died in 
infancy and childhood. John J., the eldest, who 
was born January 4, 1841, married Emma Neild 
and resides in Racine; James I., born May 27, 1842, 
murried Hattie Kewen and is living in New Lisbon, 
Wis.: Andrew L., born August 22, 1845, wedded 
Josephine Slamk and also makes his home in New 
Lisbon; Nancy, born September 8, 1847, is the wife 
Joba Osborne, of Racine; Lorenzo and Alonzo, 
twins, were born March 17, 1852 and the former, 
a resident of New Lishon, wedded Mary Lampert, 
while the latter is single; William, born in 1857, 
married Fannie O’Conner, and is a farmer of Cale- 
donia; Eveline P., born September 14, 1859, is the 
wife of George Stewart, of Milwaukee; Ida May, 
born May 25, 1863, is the wife of Albert Fancher, 
of Evanston, Ill. All of the children older than 
Nancy were born in Washington County, N. Y. 
Nancy and those younger are natives of Racine 
County, Wis. 

In the spring of 1846, Mr. Wilson emigrated 
with his family to Wisconsin Territory, traveling 
by way of the Erie Canal to Buffalo and thence by 
the older steamer “Empire” to Racine. He pur- 
chased a farm in the town of Yorkville, Racine 
County, which he improved and cultivated until 
1852, when having bought a tract of timbered land 
in the town of Caledonia of the same county, he 
removed to that town. He then engaged exten- 
sively in the wood business, clearing his land and 
marketing the wood, besides buying from others. 
He also engaged in threshing and owned several 
machines. He followed that vocation during the 
season of that line of work for sixteen years and 
dealt in wood for seventeen years. 

In 1867, Mr. Wilson was called upon to mourn 
the loss of his wife who died on the 4th of March 
of that year. She had proved a worthy helpmate 
to him for many years and had raised a large fam- 
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ily. On the 2d of January, 1868, Mr. Wilson was f renit of a diseased hose where the arm. was frac- 


again married. His present wife, Mrs. Mary Jane 
Wilson, was the widow of James Wilson, a name- 


| 


| 
| 


sake of her present husband. She is a daughter of | 
Curtis and Caroline (Galutia) Hazeltine, and was | 
born in 1843. She has one child by her first mar- 


riage, Ervin Wilson, who was born October 1, 
1865, married Armeda Kitchingman and resides in 
Evanston, Ill. 
dren were born, of whom two are living— Laura 
E., born October 29, 1868, is the wife of Theodore 
L. Buckholz, of Madison, S. Dak.; Elihu C., born 


September 6, 1870, married Kittie Erk and resides | 
| able energy, sound judgment and positive charac- 
| ter, he planned well and executed with force and 


in Racine. 
seven years. 
With his family, in 1877, Mr. 


One son, Oliver W., died at the age of 


Wilson removed 


Of the latter marriage three chil- | 


to Racine, where he has become a large real-estate | 


owner. He has twenty-six tenement houses that 
he leases, besides his residence which occupies an 
entire block. The house is a large and elegant 


| useful life. 


structare which was erected by Sidney A. Sage,Sr., | 


now deceased, and was at the time of its building 
the finest residence in the city. In addition to his 
Racine property, he has a valuable farm of two 
hundred and thirty-six acres situated in the town 
of Caledonia on section 26. 


tured many years ago. In spite of the loss of so 
useful a member, Mr. Wilson continues to work 
with his old time vigor and manages with one arm 
to do more hard work than the majority of men do 
with two. He has always been a hard working 
man, indefatigable and untiring in every under- 
taking and prompt in the discharge of every duty. 
Obstacles, that to some men would be dishearten- 
ing, to him were only incentives to greater effort, 
and success which was sure to follow his well 
directed efforts, was always the sweeter for the 
difficulties he had overcome. A man of indomit- 


decision. His success in life has been the resuit of 
his own efforts and the accumulated wealth which 
he possesses is but a just reward for a well-spent, 
He has always been a temperate man, 
using neither liquor or tobacco and though now in 
his seventy-fifth year, he is rugged, strong and 
healthy and does an amount of hard work that 
some men, half his age, would dread to undertake. 
Mr. Wilson has now been a resident of Racine 


| County for forty-five years and is widely known 


On first coming to | 


Racine County, Mr. Wilson kept what was known | 


as the Wilson House on the plank road in York- | 


ville for three years, in connection with his farm- 


ing operations and thus became acquainted with a | 


large number of the early settlers of this and ad- 
joining counties. 

In politics, the subject of this sketch is a Repub- 
lican. Prior to the formation of that party, 
was a Whig and cast his first Presidential vote for 
William Henry Harrison in 1840. 


been Alderman in the Racine Council. His son, 
John J., was a member of the Twenty-seventh Re- 
giment of Wisconsin Volunteers and served in the 
late war from the beginning to the close. Another 
son was drafted but Mr. Wilson, believing the 
boy’s health not sufficiently good to resist the 
hardships of a soldier’s life in the South, bought a 
substitute whom he spent in his son’s place. 

Since coming to Racine, Mr. Wilson has had the 


misfortune to lose his left arm below the elbow, the 


he 


He has served | 
as Supervisor two terms and for two terms has | 


and highly respected. 


a. _. 
7 a — = ~~ 


OHN WARREN, one of the leading citizens 
of Brighton Township, Kenosha County, 
who is engaged in general farming on sec- 
tion 18, is a native of the Emerald Isle. He 

was born in County Cork, on the 22d of July, 
1833, and isa son of Cornelius and Hannah (Mc- 
Grath) Warren, who were born, married, lived and 
died in the same county. The death of Mr. War- 
ren occurred on the 15th of August, 1852, and his 
wife passed away in 1850. Unto them were born 
a family of six children, the eldest of whom is our 
subject; Daniel is now a resident farmer of Bur- 
lington Township, Racine County; Patrick is also 
enga ed in agricultural pursuits in Burlington 


| Township; Bartholemew died in 1851; Mary is the 


wife of John Boyel, a resident farmer of Burling- 
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ton ‘Township; and Coni sales his home | 


with our subject, Some time after the death of 
the parents all of the children determined to 
come to America. Bidding good-bye to their old 
home, the vessel on which they had taken passage 
weighed anchor on the 9th of February, 1854, and 
on the 13th of April following, they landed in 
New York. Immediately thereafter they went to 
Franklin County, in the Empire State, where they 
spent one year, the brothers engaging in general 
labor. At the expiration of that period they con- 
tinued their journey Westward and at length ar- 
rived in Racine County, Wis. 


Through the four succeeding years of his life, | 


John Warren, whose name heads this sketch, 
worked by the month as a farm hand in Dover 


continuing his labors in this way for three years. 
As a companion and helpmate in life's journey he 
chose Miss Hannah McCarthy, who was also born in 
County Cork, Ireland, February 22, 1843. 
her parents, James and Catharine McCarthy, she 
came to the United States in 1854, the family lo- 
cating in Burlington Township. 
maidenhood were spent under the parental roof 
and on the 27th of May, 1861, she gave her hand 
in marriage to Mr. Warren. She is the eldest of a 


| Mary E., who died February 22, 


able land, which yields to him a handsome income. 
In 1862, he built a residence to which he has since 
made extensive additions, transforming it into 
one of the most commodious and beautiful dwell- 
ings in this locality. He has given his entire time 
and attention to his business and has never mixed 
himself up in political affairs. However, he ex- 
ercises his right of franchise in behalf of the Demo- 
cratic party, and in religious belief, both he and his 
wife are Catholics. 

Unto this worthy couple were born seven chil- 
dren, namely: Daniel A., born November 2, 1863; 
James F., September 3, 1865; Cornelius, who died 
July 16, 1871; Joseph, born January 22, 1869; 
1872; Clara A., 


| born June 25, 1874; and John L., September 25, 
Township, and then began farming on shares, | 


With | 


The days of her | 


family of four children. Timothy, the second in | 


order of birth, is an expressman of Chicago; Mary | daughter of David and Margaret (Meluroy) 


is the wife of August Matthews, of Silver Lake, 
Kenosha County; Julia is the wife of John Mc- 
Carthy, of Burlington. The death of James Mo- 
Carthy occurred December 25, 1871, and bis re- 
mains were interred in the Catholic Cemetery, of 
Burlington. His widow still survives him and is 
yet a resident of Burlington. 


Shortly after his marriage, Mr. Warren pur- 


1879. 


GR — 


| 


'LEXANDER ORAM, deceased, an early 
| settler of Racine, was born in Scotland, 
near Dundee, August 2, 1812, and was a 
son of Alexander and Elizabeth R. Oram. 
He was married at Dundee, February 8, 1839, to 
Miss Jannet McRitchie. Mrs. Oram was born at 
Cowperangus, Scotland, June 26, 1819, and is a 


| McRitchie, both natives of Scotland. Twelve 


children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Oram; two 
died in Scotland, four in America, and six are liv- 
ing. David, the oldest of the living, married 
Rosina Bickel and resides in Racine. (See sketch.) 
Elizabeth R., born December 18, 1842, is the wife 


| of William Denton, of Ashton, Dak. Peter B., born 


chased eighty acres of land in Brighton Township, 
Kenosha County, which was then unimproved | 
and at once turned his attention to its develop- | 


ment. He is classed among the enterprising and 
successful farmers of this community, and his 
reputation is richly merited. His financial sources 
were increased as the result of his industry and his 
perseverance and thereby he was enabled to in- 


crease his landed possessions. The home farm now | 
comprises three hundred and twenty acres of valu- | Portland, Ore. 


September 17, 1844, is married and living in St. 
Paul; Jannet, born November 24, 1847, is the 
wife of Edward Hunt, of Chicago; Margaret P., 
born in Racine, August 19. 1850, died June 26, 
1862; Samuel M., born December 9, 1852, died 
aged nine months; Mary A., born October 29, 1855, 
is a widow, now living in Sioux City, Iowa; Ed- 
ward and Edmund, were twins, born August 25, 
1858, died in infancy; Clara E. H., was born Feb- 
ruary 8, 1862, now the wife of A. L. Rumsey, of 
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Mr. — ee from Scotland to America | 
in 1849, settled at Racine, where he was employed | 
in the shops of A. P. Dickey, for upward of | 


3 in farm work. In 1846. he was married 
in Ohio, and soon afterwards started with a team 
for Wisconsin but stopped in Indiana and for a 


eighteen years. He received a serious injury by a | 


fail in 1854, and was an invalid for several years. 
His death occurred September 8, 1881. His good 
wife survives him and still resides in Racine. They 
were reared under the auspices of the Presbyterian 
Church and their children are mostly of the par- 
ents’ faith. 


SSS a 


UGUSTUS PIPER, an enterprising farmer 


i 


year engaged in farming in Michigan City. His 
wife died during that time and he suffered much 
with fever and ague, so he resolved to seek a home 
elsewhere and drove across the country to Racine, 
Wis., where he arrived in November, 1847. Here 
he again had to contend with sickness and many 
of the hardships and trials of pioneer life fell to 
his lot. He again lived with his old friend, Mr. 


| Hensche until the following year, when his health 


| being restored he began work. 


He exhausted his 


| his entire earnings for some time in paying off his 


indebtedness. 


and a self-made man residing on section | 
5, Somers Township, Kenosha County, was | 


born on the 19th of August, 1825, in 


Prussia, and is a son of Conrad Piper, a native of ! 
Germany. The father was a carpenter by trade | 


and died when our subject was a babe of six 
months. 
of Germany and after her husband’s death, with 
her children and some friends sailed for America. 
Augustus was then fourteen years of age. He had 
acquired a fair education in his native land and 
for a time had worked as a farm hand, receiving 
his board and permission to attend school in pay- 
ment for his labors. As before stated, with his 


mother he started for America in 1840. The vessel | 


on which he sailed was wrecked off the island of 
Hayti and the passengers and crew were saved by 
being taken to the shore in small boats. They 
were then sent to San Domingo, where they re- 
mained for five months and while there during 
the winter of 1840-41, the mother was stricken 
with yellow fever and died. 

The following spring, Mr. Piper left San Dom- 


His wife, Mary Piper, was also a native | 


He worked by the month for two 
years and in course of time his financial resources 
began to improve. When by his industry and 
economy, he had accumulated a sufficient sum of 
money, le purchased a small farm on the county 
line in Kenosha County, paying for it on time. He 
worked hard until every dollar was paid, nor did he 
cease his activity then, but continuing his untiring 


| labors he was enabled to add to his farm by subse- 


quent purchase and is now the owner of three 
hundred and fifty acres of fine land, which he has 


| purchased from time to time and all of which is 


| mainder of his life. 


ingo, and went to New York, from whence he | 


made his way to Cleveland, Ohio, where he worked 


as a farm hand, making his home with Mr. Hen- | 


sche, an old friend. He remained in Ohio for three 


years and in 1844 went South to New Orleans, 


where he spent six months with an older brother. 
During this time, he also had an attack of yellow 
fever. 
where he spent the two succeeding years of his life 


situated near his home. Great credit is certainly 
due him for his success in life has all been achieved 
through his own efforts. 

On the 8th of November, 1852, Mr. Piper led to 
the marriage altar Miss Margaret Braid, a native 
of Scotland, and a daughter of Thomas Braid. Her 
father was also born in that country and emigrated 
with his family to the United States in 1852, lo- 
cating in Kenosha County, where he spent the re- 
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Piper 
have been born six children, all of whom grew to 
mature years and are now married— William is a 
farmer of Racine County; Ellen is the wife of Au- 
gust Williamson, also a farmer of Racine County; 
Thomas operates the home farm in Kenosha 
County; Frank is engaged in agricultural pursuits 
in the same county, as is also Gus J., the next 


younger; Jane is the wife of W. F. Hensche and 


| resides in Kenosha County. 
He then returned to the Buckeye State, | 


They also have four- 
teen grandchildren. 


Mr. Piper cast his first Presidential vote for John 


904 


C. Fremont and has since been a ipari of pa 
publican nominees and the party principles. He 
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will whip the world.“ 


has been called upon to fill several local offices, | 
served as Supervisor and as a member of the 


School Board, during which time he gave evidence 
of his friendship to the cause of education hy his 
efficient labors on behalf of the schools. 
widely and favorably known 
Kenosha Counties, where for almost half a century 
he has made his home and well deserves mention 
in this volume. 
ful one and the prosperity which has crowned his 
efforts is richly merited. 


n — 


{ ILLIAM HOCKINGS resides on stction 27, 
W Burlington Township. Among the citi- 
\ zens of English birth residing in Racine 
County none are more worthy of mention in this 
volume than the gentleman whose name heads this 
sketch. He was born in Birmingham, England, 
February 10, 1841, and is the son of John and 
Eliza (Clark) Hockings. His parents were mar- 
ried near Birmingham in 1839 and unto them 
were born seven children, four of whom are yet 


living— William being the eldest; Mary Ann is now 


He is | 
in Racine and | 


His life has been a busy and use- | 


I 


In the 8 Mr. 
Hockings received two wounds. As a worker in 
the temperance cause he gained great prominence 
and the good which he did along that line can 
never be estimated. When he came to America 
in 1844, he left behind him many friends, and just 
before his departure he was presented a beautiful 
gold medal by the Birmingham Temperance So- 
ciety. On one side was the following inscription: 
“Presented by the members and friends of the 
Birmingham Temperance Society to John Hock- 
ings as a token of respect and expressive of their 
wishes for his future welfare, upon leaving his na- 
tive country March 26, 1844.” On the reverse 


side were the words “They shall prosper that love 


thee.” “Sobriety.’’ “Domestic comfort. For- 
| titude.’’ “Fidelity.” “Be thou faithful unto 
death. After a voyage of thirty-one days as pas- 


sengers on board the vessel “Patrick Henry, Mr. 
Hockings and his family reached New York, from 
whence they came to Racine. They are numbered 


among the early pioneers of the county, and many 


the wife of William Metcalf, a mechanic by trade, | 
| for Gen. Winfield Scott, great-uncle of the wife of 
Eliza is the wife of George Streeter, who is en- | 


now engaged in farming in Madison, S. Dak.; 


gaged in agricultural pursuits in Rose Creek, 
Minn.; Phoebe Jane, widow ot Andrew J. Streeter, 
makes her home in Crookston, Minn. The father, 


John Hockings, spent his early days as a sailor on | 
the high seas and circumnavigated the globe. An | 
| banded plate which was once the property of King 


incident of his youth is well worthy of mention. 


On one occasion he was on board the vessel “Chesa- | 


peake which met another ship in a naval en- 
counter. The enemy was an American ship. The 
English were coming off victorious, but a young 
American officer refused to give up his sword, say- 
ing “I'll be d if I do.’ The British officer 
struck by the gallantry and bravery of one who 


was almost a lad, replied, “Keep it, my little man 
and as long as America has such sons as you, she | and isa daughter of James Mulholland. Her father 


warm friends mourned their death. Both were de- 
voted members of the Episcopal Church, and in 
politics, Mr. Hockings was first a stanch Abolition- 
ist. He cast his first vote in favor of emancipa- 
tion in Racine County and when the Republican 
party sprang into existence to prevent the further 
extention of slavery, he was almost the first one to 
join its ranks. He cast his first Presidential vote 


our subject. 

Although this worthy man has now passed away, 
his memory still lives and influences others for 
good. ‘The beautiful medal before spoken of is 
now in possession of our subject, a cherished 
memento from his father. He has also a gold 


George, and was presented to Mr. Hocking’s father 
by a temperance organization in England for his 
meritorious work in the line of temperance reform. 

Under the parental roof William grew to man- 
hood, and the occupation to which he was reared 
he made his life work. On attaming his majority 
he wedded Miss Helena Lucinda Mulholland, who 
was born in Hancock County, III., April 8, 1840, 


a native of the North of Ireland, was a finely 
educated gentleman and a finished scholar. When 
a young man he emigrated to Toronto, Canada, 
where he engaged in preaching for a time and 
then went to Missouri, where he married Miss 
Sarah Scott, a native of Canada. They re- 
moved to Nauvoo, III., where the death of Rev. Mr. 
Mulholland occurred. His wife died in Waupun, 
Fond du Lac County, Wis. The marriage of Mr. 
and Mrs. Hockings was celebrated January 5, 1864, 
and unto them were born three children, two sons 
and a daughter—Nellie May; Clarence William 
and Alfred John, who aid their father in the culti- 
vation of the farm. They are both excellent stud- 
ents in natural history and are expert taxider- 
mists. 

Mr. Hockings served his country during the late 
war, enlisting at Spring Prairie, Walworth County, 
January 4, 1864, as a member of Company D, Third 
Wisconsin Cavalry under Capt. L. J. Shaw and 
Col. Barstow. They were ordered to Ft. Scott, 
where they did guard duty and hunted for Quan- 
trelland the James brothers, the noted despera- 
does of the West. On one occasion (Quantrell al- 
most annhilated Company I, at Baxter Springs, 
Mo., killing about eighty-four men. He and his 
followers were disguised as Union troops and thus 
won the advantage. Mr. Hockings participated in 
the Price expedition, which lasted about seven 
weeks and ended at Ft. Smith on the Arkansas 
River. The regiment went into winter quarters 
at Ft. Scott, and afterward did escort duty. The 
company to which our subject belonged was or- 
dered to report at Leavenworth, Kan., and act as 


escort for the Butterfield Overland Dispatch Sur- | 


veying Company to Denver, Col., where they re- 
mained two weeks. Returning to Leavenworth, 
Mr. Hockings was mustered out of the service Sep- 


son, Wis., on the 12th of October. He was a faith- 
ful soldier, was never off duty, never in the hos- 
pital, or away on a furlough, but was always 
found at his post and in the saddle rode thousands 
of miles in the service of his country. 

In politics, Mr. Hockings is a stalwart Repub- 
lican. He cast his first vote for Abraham Lincoln 
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party and its candidates, yet has never sought or 
desired public office fur himself. Socially, he is a 
member of Luther Crane Post, No. 201, G. A. R., 
which has a membership of ninety-three. He 
joined the post as a charter member and is now 
Officer of the Day. Mr. Hockings is a man of in- 
telligence, who keeps well informed on all matters 
of general importance. He possesses one of the 
finest collection of animals and birds in Wisconsin, 
including over one hundred and fifty specimens, 
many of which are rare and valuable. He has ex- 
celient skill as a taxidermist, having mounted and 
preserved his own specimens and his talent in this 
art is inherited by his two sons, His home is sit- 
uated on the bank of Brown's Lake, a beautiful 
sheet of water, bordered with trees. The home 
farm comprises fifty-eight acres of land, ten of 
which have been platted and another ten acres can 
also be utilized in that way. Mr. Hockings is one 
of the most prominent citizens of this community, 
is held in high esteem for his sterling worth and 
integrity and we feel assured that this sketch of 
his life will be received with interest by his many 
friends, 


CHAS PERRY DUTTON. Among the 
early pioneer business men of prominence, 
who by their enterprise and energy laid 
the foundation for and aided in devel- 

oping the new, beautiful and prosperous city of 
Racine, must be mentioned the gentleman, whose 
name heads this sketch. He was prominently iden- 


| tified with the early commercial history of the 
| city, and helped to build its first piers and ele- 
tember 29, 1865,and honorably discharged in Madi- | 


vators, making a market for the grain that was 


nearly the only source of income to the early 


settlers of Southeastern Wisconsin. 

Perry Dutton, as he is familiarly called, is a 
native of the Empire State, and was born in the 
town of Stafford, Genesee County, June 22, 1822. 
His parents were Joseph and Ludia (Hewitt) 
Dutton. His father, who was born in Vermont, 


and took an active part in the rail-splitters cam- | was a farmer by occupation and died in Wales, St. 


2 AND — — — 


Clare County, Mich., i 1874 at the age of eighty | & Mississippi Railroad fros paa west to Westen, 


years. The mother of our subject was born in 
New York and was twice married. Her first 
husband was a Mr. Davidson, by whom she had 
one child. She was married to Joseph Dutton in 
New York and by her second marriage became the 
mother of six sons and two daughters, all now 
deceased except the subject of this sketch and a 
brother, Lyman J. Dutton, who is residing near 
Seattle, Wash. In 1885, Mrs. Dutton died in the 
samé town where her husband’s death occurred 
and was at that time seventy-eight years of age. 
She and her husband were members of the Boptist 
Church and Mr. Dutton was a Democrat in 
politics. 

When A. P. Dutton was twelve years of age he 
went with his parents to Huron, Ohio, where he 
was employed in a hotel. In the summer of 1841, 
in company with B. B. Jones, he came to Racine, 
arriving at that hamlet on the 17th of August. 
He soon formed a partnership with Mr. Jones 
under the firm name of Jones & Dutton, forward 
ing and commission merchants. With his partner, 
he was associated in opening and keeping the 
Racine Exchange, one of the first hotels in the 
place, and was of the company that completed the 
first pier at Racine. His connection with Mr. 


| 


the firm of Dutton & Raymond owned three ele- 


| vators at Racine and had them all in operation at 
the same time. They also invested to the extent 


Jones continued for about three years, following | 


which he became associated with Messrs. Knapp 
and Murfey, under the firm name of Knapp, 
Marfey & Dutton. They built the pioneer ware- 
"house and were extensively engaged in the grain 
trade. Mr. Dutton became interested in water 
transportation and owned an interest in several 
vessels, among which was the schooner Tempest,“ 
one of the first-class vessels on the lakes. About 
1844, he built a large elevator on contract with J. 
P. Allen of Chicago, the elevator to be Mr. Allen’s 
property, while Mr. Dutton was to have the use of 
it for the first year free of rent. About 1852, he 
formed a partnership with Elisha and Seneca 
Raymond, under the style of Dutton & Raymond, 
and they did an immense business, handling some 
years as much as a million bushels of grain annual- 
ly. Mr. Dutton was also agent for various boat 
and transportation companies on the lakes. At 
the time of the building of the Racine, Janeaville 


of $11,400 in the road to encourage its construc- 
tion and Mr. Elisha Raymond was a member of 
the board of directors. They eventually lost all 
the money they had put into the enterprise. The 
firm of Dutton & Raymond existed about ten 
years and was then dissolved after which our sub- 
ject varried on the dock business alone and was 
agent for the Goodrich Transportation Company. 


-He was also engaged in the produce business and 


retired after thirty years of continuous effort in 
that line. On leaving the docks, he engaged in 
raising fast horses on a small farm adjacent to the 
city of Racine, which business he still carries on. 
Once ina while, for a few years, he operated 
through brokers on the Chicago Board of Trade. 

In politics, Mr. Dutton has always been a stanch 
Republican except when he supported Greeley in 
1872. He has served four years as Alderman and 
was President of the Council two years of that 
time. He was also a member of the Racine School 
Board four years, and during the entire period 
served as President. Since its organization, he 
has been identified with the Racine County Fair, 
holding different official positions and while the 
Fair was held in Burlington was vice-President. 
He was Secretary in 1888, which was the first year 
expenses were made after coming to Racine. That 
year $1,216 were cleared. The fair is now in a 
prosperous condition. 

On the 27th of February, 1843, Mr. Dutton was 
married in the town of Dover, Racine County, to 
Miss Ann Whiteley, daughter of William and 
Elizabeth (Cockroft) Whiteley. She was born in 
Huddersfield, England, September 17, 1824, and 
came to America with her parents in the fall of 
1842. The family settled in the town of Dover 
and were among the early settlers of Racine 
County. Her parents were born near Hudders- 
field, England. ‘The father died in Youngstown, 
Ohio, and the mother in Shirley, Mass. Eleven 
children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Dutton, 
of whom six sons and three daughters are living 


two died in infancy. Their births-ocourred—n————— 


order named. Marshall M. married Harriet Lan- 
der and resides in Chicago; George W. died in 
infancy; Walter B. wedded Mary Bawden and 
makes his home in Racine; Dorrance D. married 
Carrie Kelley and lives in Chicago; Fannıe A. is 
now Mrs. C. B. Hurlbut of Racine; Ellen Elizabeth; 
the wife of John Langlois died at Racine, No- 
vember 18th, 1888; Alfred Perry died in infancy; 
Andrew Lyman is single and resides in Chicago; 
Simeon Whiteley, single, is a resident of Racine; 
Buell Burnside married Emma Hetzel and resides 


in Chicago, and Jennie K., the youngest, makes | 


her home with her parents. It is a curious fact 
that all of the children were baptized in the same 


room at the old homestead by Dr. Parks of the | 


Episcopal Church. Mr. Dutton, his wife and 
daughter Jennie are members of the Methodist 


Episcopal Church and Mrs. Langlois, Buell B. and | 


Mrs. Hurlbut are Episcopalians. 
his family still occupy the old home on Lake 


Mr. Dutton and | 
| citizens of this locality. 


Avenue, which he built in 1848 and which has | 


been their home for forty-three years. 


Michigan and the harbor and overlooks the scenes 
of Mr. Dutton’s many years of active business. 
The Old Settlers’ Society of Racine County 
boasts no more zealous supporter than the subject of 
this sketch, whe has been its President for the past 


out the county where many who are gray haired 
were born, since he first knew their parents. Mr. Dut- 


ton possesses great force of character, energy and | spent upon her father’s farm in her native land, 


determination; where he believes he is right, he 


never abandons his position and opposition or was twenty-seven years of age her parents came to 


obstacles thrown in his way, only add zest to his 
efforts. To make it plain, it may be said of Mr. 
Dutton that nature endowed him with strong com- 
bativeness, and during a greater part of his life he 
took no special pains to curb it; consequently he 
has not always found smooth sailing, but has 
enjoyed the squalls all the same, and his enemies 
(for he has some) must admit that be has always 
fought fair. He has a special liking for fast 
horses and is never without one with which he can 
avoid another man’s dust. He has been Secretary 
of the Wisconsin Industrial Exposition in 1888 
and 1891, and the first year, that of his Secre- 


Their | 


residence commands a magnificent view of Lake | of eleven children; five sons and six daughters, 
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had paid expenses and had a clear surplus. The 
Exposition of 1891 was not a financial success, 
but it was largely attended by the better class of 
people of Racine and neighboring counties. The 
Secretary’s determination to exclude the sale of 
beer and liquor on the grounds no doubt antagon- 
ized many, but Mr. Dutton labored industriously 


| for success and should have been better supported. 


But gambling and grog were prohibited on the 
grounds both years of his Secretaryship. 


—— ter ee ~ ~ 


RS. JANE GUEST, who is now living on 
section 36, Yorkville Township, has long 
been a resident of Racine County, and is 
widely and favorably known among the 

A native of England, 

she first opened her eyes to the light of day in 

Cheshire, November 8, 1815. She was the eldest 


born unto William and Ann (Burgess) Gilbert. 


‘| The members of the family still living are Mrs. 


Guest; Margaret, widow of William Dixon and a 
resident of Union Grove; Fannie, wife of John 


| Rhodes, a farmer of Brighton, Wis.; John who is 
three years. His avquaintance is extensive through- | 


married and follows farming in New York, and 


| Enoch, a retired business man of Tennessee. 


| 


The early girlhood days of Jane Gilbert were 


where she acquired a good education. When she 
America, crossing the Atlantic from Liverpool to 
New York, where they arrived after thirty-one 
days of pleasant sailing, having encountered but 
one storm in the passage. They at once came on 
by way of the Erie Canal and Great Lakes to 
Racine, Wis., which was then a small village and 
Mr. Gilbert purchased several tracts of land, ob- 
taining a part from the Government at $1.25 per 
acre, the purchase price of the remainder being 
$3.50 per acre. It was late fall when their frame 
house was finished on the site of Mrs. Guest's 
present home, and on account of the frosts the 
plastering could not then be done, so making a 
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hole in the roof, as was the custom in those days, with a faithfulness at fidelity that — con- 


he put in a stove pipe to carry away the smoke. 
All went along smoothly until a certain windy 
day when the wood became ignited from the hot 
pipe, the wind soon spread the flames and the 
building was burned to the ground, including the 
furniture and many valued souvenirs which 
had been brought from England. They then 
moved an old house to the place where the one 
burned, which was the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Gilbert till their death. In 1878 Mrs. Guest and 
husband erected the present commodious house on 


the same spot. The family experienced the usual | 


hardships and privations of pioneer life, but pros- 
perity at length rewarded their efforts. Mr. 
Gilbert was a man of strong convictions, firm in 
his support of the right and the respect of his 
fellow townsmen was accorded him. He was born 
August 29, 1778, and died May 15, 1853. His 
wife, whose birth occurred April 22, 1794, died 
August 9, 1855. Both were members of the 
Methodist Church and lived consistent Christian 
lives. Their remains were interred in Sylvania 
Cemetery. 

As before stated Jane Gilbert accompanied her 
parents to this country and remained at home 
until September 5, 1849, when she gave her hand 


wall, England. He was born in February, 1821, 
and in the usual manner of farmer lads was 
reared to manhood. His education was such as 
the common schools afforded, but extensive read- 
ing made him well informed. He was a man of 
generous principles, kind and ennobling disposi- 
tion and his acts of charity and benevolence, 
quietly performed, won him the love of many. 


tinued him in the office for so long a period. He 
is a member of the Methodist Church and one of 
the leaders in the Prohibition party in this State. 
He is a man of noble character and unquestioned 
integrity whose life is devoted to a grand work. 
Ezra Burgess, the second son, is a prominent and 
successful lawyer of Columbus Junction, Iowa, 
where he has resided for nineteen years. His lit- 
erary education was acquired in Rochester Semi- 
nary and his legal studies pursued in Des Moines 
Law College. He followed the profession of 
a teacher in Wisconsin and Minnesota successfully 
for some time, and is now an attorney. He served 
his county as District Attorney, being elected on 
the Republican ticket, as he is one of the stalwart 
supporters of the party. He married Miss Irene 
Gray, a native of Iowa, and both he and his wife 
are members of the Presbyterian Church. William 
E., the youngest son, is the manager of the 
mother’s farm. He was educated in the common 
schools and Rochester Seminary. He is a strong 
advocate of temperance principles, an active 


_worker in the Methodist Church and Sunday 


school, and in politics is a stalwart Republican, 
having supported that party since he cast his first 


| vote for Rutherford B. Hayes. A progressive farmer, 
in marriage to William Tucker, a native of Com- 


The cause of temperance found in him a warm | 


friend, and for fourteen years he was a local | 


preacher in the Methodist Church. He died 
August 23, 1855. A faithful friend, a worthy 
citizen and a loving husband and kind father, his 
loss was deeply felt in the community. 


Mr. and Mrs. Tucker were parents of three sons: 


Joseph G., now a resident of Racine, married 
Miss Jennie Loyd. For the past eighteen years he 
has been Superintendent of the Taylor Orphan 
Asylum and has filled this position of importance 


a worthy and valued citizen and a man of upright 
character, he has the esteem and confidence of all 
who know him, and is a son of whom the aged 
mother may well be proud. 

In 1871, Mrs. Tucker was again married, becom- 
ing the wife of John Guest, who was born in 
Lancashire, England, December 19, 1800. He ac- 
quired an excellent education and was a man of 
more than average intelligence and ability. 
Throughout his life he engaged in agricultura! 
pursuits and his upright course ever commanded 
the respect of all with whom he came in contact. 
He was a devoted member of the Methodist 
Church, served for forty years asClass-Leader and 
lived a sincere Christian life. The poor and 
needy found in him a friend, the distressed re- 
ceived his sympathy and advice, and to those who 
claimed his friendship he was ever faithful. The 
year 1842 witnessed his emigration from England, 
and his settlement in Racine County, where he 
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W an Were pioneer. He died -Febery 75 that pussies ind ante’ with the t same company 


13, 1882, and was laid to rest in Sylvania Ceme- 


tery. To his widow was expressed the greatest | 
sympathy by his many friends who appreciated | 


his true nobility. 
Mrs. Guest is still living on the old homestead 


which comprises one hundred and sixty acres of | 


improved land. The neat appearance of the 
place with its nice frame residence, good outbuild- 
ings and well tilled fields, indicate the thrift and 
enterprise of the manager. She is remarkably 
well preserved for one of her years, and we join 
with her many friends in wishing that she may 
yet travel the journey of this life for many years 
to come. 
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ATRICK KENNEY, superintendent of the 


Waters stock-farm, in Randall Township, 
i Kenosha County, was born on the Emerald 
) Isle, in County Galway, on the 8th of May, 
1863. His parents, John and Mary (Mitchell) 
Kenney, were also natives of Ireland. The father 


died in Manchester, England, on the 28th of De- | 


cember, 1877. He was an extensive horse dealer 
and handied many fine horses. 
the second in order of birth in the family. 
eldest, Rodney, resides in Sterling, Ill.; Mary died 
November 5, 1879; Catherine is the wife of Horace 
Kelley, of Sterling, Ill. 


Patrick Kenney spent the first fifteen years of | 
his life in the land of his nativity, and then bade 
good-bye to home and friends and in 1878, accom- | 


panied his uncle, Thomas Mitchell, to America. 
His uncle was employed on the vessel in which he 
sailed. After a voyage of fifteen days anchor 


was dropped in the harbor of Boston and on the | 


2d of November, our subject set foot on Ameri- 
ean soil. 


employment with a liveryman, in whose service 
be remained two years. He then worked for a 


company engaged in buying and selling trotting | 
horses, and his business caused him to travel | 


through Illinois, Missouri and Iowa. He followed 


| connected. 


Our subject was | 


The | 


He did not tarry long in the East, but | 
went at once to Morrison, III., where he secured 


for six years, when in 1887, he came to Kenosha 
County, Wis., and secured employment on the 
Water’s stock farm, with which he has since been 
In the spring of 1891, he was ap- 
pointed superintendent of the farm and is now 
filling that position to the satisfaction of his em- 
ployer. Mr. Kenney is an excellent judge of horses, 


having made that animal a life study and his man- 


agement of affairs on the farm shows that he is 
master of his business. 

On the 5th of March, 1891 a marriage ceremony 
was performed which united the destinies of 
Patrick Kenney and Miss Tamar Watson, who was 


| born in Genoa Junction, Wis., and is a daughter 


of George and Juiia (Hockney) Watson, the 


| former of Irish descent and the latter of English 


extraction. Both our subject and his wife are 
members of the Catholic Church, and in political 
sentiment he is independent, voting for the man 
whom he believes best qualified for the position, 
regardless of party affiliations. He is one of Ken- 
osha County’s most enterprising young men, pos- 
seases good business ability and will no doubt suc- 
ceed in life. 


—— l 
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LFRED MARTIN is one of the leading 
citizens of English birth, residing in Ra- 

cine County. He owns and operates a 

good farm on section 5, Rochester Town- 

ship, where he has made his home for seventeen 
years. His birth occurred on the 10th of Febru- 
ary, 1833, in Sussex, England, and he is a son of 
Thomas and Amelia (Ede) Martin, who were also 
natives of Sussex. When our subject was a lad of 
ten years his parents bade good-bye to old Eng- 
land and crossed the briny deep to Canada, in 
1843, locating in Brant County, where they made 


| their home for five years. In 1848, they came to 


Wisconsin and took up their residence in Wau- 
kesha County, where Mr. Martin purchased land 
and engaged in farming. His residence there cov- 


) ered a period of twenty-six years and in 1874, he 


| 
| 
i 


until his death, which occurred in 1861. Farm- 
ing was his life occupation, and in his business ca- 
reer he met with good success. In politics, he was 
a Republican, and both he and his wife were mem- 
bers of the Episcopal Church. Unto this worthy 
couple were born eleven children, of whom our 
subject is the sixth in order of birth. 

As before stated, Alfred Martin was only ten 
years of age when he left his native land. In the 
usual manner of farmer lads he was reared to man- 
hood, working upon the farm during the summer 
months, while in the winter season he attended the 
district schools, where his education was acquired. 
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He has lived in Wisconsin during its entire exis- 


tence as a State, and for a period of five years in 
its territorial days. ‘Thus he has been an eye wit- 
ness of almost the entire growth and development 
of Racine County. At the age of twenty years he 
started out in life for himself and the occupation 
to which he was reared he has since made his chief 


pursuit. For some time he resided in Waukesha | 
County, continuing there to make his home until | 


1874. In the meantime, he was joined in wedlock 
with Miss Gertrude M. Vanderpool, their marriage be- 
ing celebrated on the 11th of October, 1858. The 
lady is of Holland descent and a daughter of Wil- 
liam and Lavina Vanderpool, both of whom were 
natives of Holland. 

In 1874, Mr. Martin brought his family to Ra- 
cine County and took up his residence on section 
5, Rochester Township, where he purchased a farm 
of one hundred acres. This he has since placed 
under a high state of cultivation and added to it 


best homes in this locality. The neat appearance 
of the place indicates the supervision of a careful 
and painstaking manager and the well-tilled fields 
indicate bounteous harvests. Mr. Martin is both 
energetic and industrious and in the life of a 
farmer has found an occupation entirely suited to 
him. He is quite successful, being possessed of 
good business ability and is an intelligent and up- 
right man, who merits and holds the confidence 
and esteem of all with whom he has come in con- 
tact. He exercises his right of franchise in sup- 


port of Republican principles, and in his religious 


views is a Baptist, holding membership with the 
church in Honey Creek. 

Mr. Martin and his estimable wife have a family 
of eight children, of whom seven are yet living— 
Everett, the eldest, is now engaged in farming in 
Vernon, Waukesha County; Hattie is the wife of 
Henry Judd, a resident farmer of Waterford 
Township, Racine County; Ira is now deceased; 
Alice 1s the wife of Jacob Boyer and they make 
their home in East Hoy, Walworth County; Wil- 
liam E., assists in the operation of the home farm; 
Gertrude M. is at home; Libbie L. is the wife of 
Irvin H. Newbury, an agriculturist of Wheatland 
Township: and Ralph W., who completes the family. 


ICHAEL G. O'DONNELL, Register of 
| Deeds of Kenosha County, is without 
doubt the youngest man ever elected to a 
county office in this county. He was born 
in Kenosha on the 17th of November, 1868. His 
father, Michael O’Donneli, a native of County 
Tipperary, Ircland, left the Emerald Isle when a 
young man and came to the United States, being 
the founder of the family in this country. The 
year 1848 witnessed his arrival in Southport, 


| where he busied himself at his trade, which was 


that of a shoemaker. In the village, for it was 


then nothing more, he was married April 25, 1849, 
_ to Mary Ann, daughter of James and Catherine 


(Kidney) Taaffe, who are spuken of more fully on 


| another page of this work. Mrs. O'Donnell was 
many improvements, which makes it one of the | 


born in New York City, August 31, 1830, and 
when twelve years of age came with her parents 
to Kenosha County. By their marriage were 
born twelve children, of whom five sons are yet 


| living. The family is one well and favorably 


known, and its members all belong to the Catholic 
Church. The father was a quiet, unassuming man 
who knew his trade well and found contentment 
in his home. He passed away on the 24th of 
November, 1877. Mrs. O’Donnell, his widow, 


| still survives him and yet makes her home in 


i 


Kenosha. 
The subject of this sketch spent his boyhood 


WILLIAM WEED. 


- 


days midst play and work, and began his educa- 
tion in the schools of Kenosha, completing it in 
the High School of that city. He entered upon 
his business career in 1887, when he became clerk 
in the County Register’s office. Two years later 
he was made Deputy Register of Decds, and in 
1890 he was nominated on the Democratic ticket 
as Register of Deeds and was happily elected. 
His three years’ experience in that office, together 
with his scholastic training, has prepared him well 
for the discharge of the duties of his office. 


Er O e 


ö ILLIAM WEED, proprietor of a meat mar- 
W ket in Racine, was born in Nekaben, Den- 

mark, on the 13th of August, 1844, and is 
one of three children, whose parents were Chris- 
tian and Henrietta Weed, natives of Denmark, 
who spent their entire lives in that country. His 
mother died when he was about fifteen years of 


age. 


Our subject is the only one of the family who 


ever came to the United States. He received al- 
most no educational advantages, and his privil- 
eges in other directions were littie better. When 
fourteen years of age he began learning the butch- 
er's trade and served a four years' term of ap- 
prenticeship, during which time he received only 
his board in compensation for his services. Fora 
similar period he then worked for wages and at the 
expiration of that time came to America. He be- 
lieved that he might better his financial condition 
by so doing, and in 1866 crossed the briny deep to 
Boston, whence he made his way to Racine, Wis., 
where he has since resided. For a time he worked 
. on a railroad, chopping wood at sixty cents a cord 
and was then employed as a farm hand for three 
years. Subsequently he worked for one year in a 
market, after which he formed a partnership with 
others, who took advantage of him and at the end 
of four years he found himself worse off than 
when he begun. He then worked out for some 
months, and by his characteristic energy, persever- 
ance and indomitable will, has overcome his ill 
luck. In 1877, he began again on Eleventh and 
43 
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Villa Streets, He purchased $100 worth of fix- 
tures, paying twenty per cent. down and from 
that small beginning his business has grown toone 
of the best markets in the city. 

We now turn from the public to the private life 
of Mr. Weed and note that in December, 1874, he 
was united in marriage in Racine, with Mrs. Chris- 
tina Ruhe, a native of Denmark, who came with 
her parents to the United States during her girl- 
hood. Their union has been blessed with five 
children, two sons and three daughters—Emma, 
Etta, Julia, William and Edward. 

Mr. Weed is connected with the Odd Fellows 
society and by his ballot supports the Republican 
party. In 1881 he erected the block, an 80x120 
feet, two-story brick, which contains his store, 
market with ice house and sausage room. When it 
was proposed by the market men of Racine to 
unite and raise the price of meat, Mr. Weed re- 
fused to join any combination thatshould presume 
to dictate what he should or should not do in his 
private business. The stand he took in this mat- 
ter has done much to bring him good customers 
and he is now enjoying a liberal patronage and 
lucrative trade. 


A, ICHAEL SCHULZ is numbered among the 

| worthy settlers and honored pioneers of 

» Racine County, whose arrival occurred in 

the year 1847. Although of foreign birth 

the community had no better citizen. He was 

born in Saxony, Germany, August 22, 1821, and 

spent his boyhood days under the parental roof. 

When nineteen years of age he began to work at 

the carpenter's trade at which he served a regular 

apprenticeship. On the 13th of February, 1842, 

he was joined in wedlock with Miss Elizabeth 

Reikauf and unto them were born five children, 

two coming to bless their union ere they left the 

father land. America is the birth place of the 
three younger. 

In 1847, Mr. Schulz crossed the briny deep to 

the United States and made his first home in this 


country upon a farm near Racine, Wis. Soon | 


however he removed to the city and engaged in 
the butchering business, which he carried success- 
fully for many years. 


to her final rest September 15, 1856. On the 5th 
of May, 1857, Mr. Schulz married Miss Catherine 
Oertel, who was born in the Kingdom of Saxony, 
Germany, November 2, 1824. About 1853 she 


and another young lady had the courage to leave | 


their home and relatives and cross the Atlantic to 
America. After a long and tedious voyage of two 


months the vessel in which they sailed dropped | 


His first wife was not long | 
permitted to enjoy her new home as she was called | 


PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM. 


| 
I 
f 
i 
\ 
i 
| 
1 


| of sufficient evidence to convict; two were sent to 


States prison where one of them died and the other 
is now confined. His untimely death was a severe 
blow to his family and friends. He was a man 


| highly regarded by all who knew him and in busi- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


anchor in the hart or of New York and they landed, | 


but their money was now exhausted. From a friend 


in that city they borrowed enough to take them | 


on to Buffalo, where Mrs. Schulz worked by the 
week, thus earning the money with which to repay 
the loan. The next year she came on to Racine 
where she has made her home. 
Mr. Schulz first marriage.*three are yet living— 
Mary, who is now the wife of George Guthenburg 
and resides in California; Frederick, who is en- 
gaged in the butchering business in Chicago; and 


ness affairs met with more than ordinary success. 
When he came to this country he was a stranger 
to our customs and language and was without 
means with which to start in life, but by his own 
unaided efforts he accumulated a valuable property. 


+ SK KS 


@7 7 RIEL NEWMAN, a retired farmer residing 
on section 22, in the town of Somers, has 
( J 


long been numbered among the most 


| prominent farmers of Kenosha County, where he 


Qf the children of | 


settled at a very early day. This work would 


| be incomplete without his sketch, for with the his- 
| tory of this community he has been closely iden- 


Henry, who follows the same business in California. | 


By the second marriage four children were born— 
Elizabeth, wife of John Blair, a resident of Keno- 
sha; Bertha, wife of Charles Brose, who carries on a 
meat market in Racine; Margaret, who wedded 
Timothy Maloney, a machinist in the employ of 
the Racine Hardware Company; and John, who 
mines and deals in stock in Montana. 

In political faith Mr. Schulz was a Democrat, 
but never an aspirant for oflice. He was also a 
stanch member of the Lutheran Church, with which 
his wife holds membership. He was a hard work- 
ing and thrifty business man, up to the time of 
his tragic death. On the evening June 17, 1887, 
while returning homeward from his laburs, four 
boys came up behind him and made a murderous 
assault upon him, doubtless for the purpose of 
robbery. 


Being a strong man, he was not over- | ina family of seven sons and one daughter who 


powered without some difficulty; however, they ' 


succeeded in knocking him down, but were fright- 
ened away by the approach of his son. Almost 
wholly unconscious, he lingered until July 4, when 
his spirit departed. Of his murderers, only three 


tified. We know that his many friends will re- 
ceive this record with interest. 

A native of New York, Mr. Newman was born 
in Pompey Center, Onondaga County, August 4, 
1801, and is now therefore in his ninety-first 
year. His father, John Newman, was a native of 
the Green Mountain State, where his boyhood and 
youth were passed. He went to New York when 
a young man and setiled in Onondaga County, 
where he married Miss Chloe Atwell, who was 
born in New York and was a daughter of Joseph 
Atwell. Mr. Newman became a substantial farmer 
of the town of Pompey, Onondaga County, where 
he reared his family and made his home until his 
death, in 1846. His wife survived him for a 
number of years, and came to Wisconsin, residing 
with her son until she was called to her final rest 
in 1865. 

Uriel Newman is the second in order of birth 


grew to mature years, but he and the youngest 
brother, James A. Newman, of Belvidere, Ili., are 
now the only survivors. He grew to manhood 
in his native State and through his own efforts 
almost his entire education has been acquired. 
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After attaining 3 years of maturity he was united 
in marriage, in 1823, with Miss Sophia Cooley, 
who was also a native of Onondaga County, and 
a daughter of Lewis Cooley, one of the well-to-do 
farmers residing in the town of Pompey. After a 
short married life of three years the young wife 
was called to her final home, dying in 1827. She 
left two children, a son and daughter. The latter, 


Emily, grew to mature years and died in Wiscon- | 


sin about 1863. The son, Benjamin, was edu- 
cated in the schools of the Empire State, and 


when a young man came West, locating in Ken- | 


osha Corrty, wir. ho 


was married and resided | 


for a number of years. He now makes his home | 


with his wife and two children in Eureka, Kan., 
where he is engaged in agricultural pursuits. 

Mr. Newman continued to engage in farming 
in the county of his nativity until 1847, when he 
decided to try his fortune in the West and came 
to this State, settling in Kenosha Coúnty on the 
farm which is still his home. 
section of wild prairie land, upon which not a 
furrow had been turned or an improvement 
made, but to its cultivation he devoted his ener- 


most valuable farms in the community. Mr. New- 
man is a good financier and business manager, 
and as the result of his industry and enterprise 
has succeeded in accumulating a large estate. 
Public-spirited and progressive, he has also given 
his aid to those enterprises calculated to benefit 
the community, and of his time and means has 
contributed to the upbuilding of numerous in- 
dustries in Kenosha. He has been connected with 


von his children. She A ren to Wiscon- 
sin and continued to preside over his home until 
her death in 1880. She was a most estimable lady, 
beloved by all who knew her. She had superior 
business tact and judgment and accumulated a 
large estate, most of which at her death went to 
brothers. She was very free with her means, 
however, and many might be found who could 
testify to her kindness and liberality. After the 
death of Miss Greenman Mrs. Marcia Newman 
took her place in the home of our subject. She 
is the widow of Atwell Newman, a brother of 
Uriel, and was also a native of Onondaga County, 
N. Y., where the days of her maidenhood were 
passed. She was there married and in 1855 she 
and her husband came to Kenosha County, Wis., 
where Mr. Newman engaged in farming until his 
death. They had one son, who enlisted for the 
late war. After a year of service he was taken 


| sick and Mrs. Newman brought him home, but 


He bought a half- ' 


he died soon afterward. Mrs. Newman continued 
to be the housekeeper for our subject for about 


| six years and is now residing on her home farm in 
Somers Township. 
gies and in course of time made it one of the | 


several banking institutions and is now one of the 


Directors in the Kenosha National Bank, of which 


he has served as Vice-President. Kind-hearted ` 


and benevolent, he has given to many charities 
and has ever been a stanch advocate of the cause 


of education in the public schools. In politics | 
he was formerly a Jackson Democrat, but for 
many long years has voted with the Republican 


party. 
Mr. Newman has ever remained faithful to the 
memory of his loved wife and has lived a widower 


Mrs. Mary A. Harding now presides over the 
home of our subject, whose niece she is. Her fa- 
ther was Philo Newman. She was born in Onon- 
daga County, N. V., and when a maiden of ten 
summers was brought by her father to Kenosha 
County. She gave her hand in marriage to Henry 
N. Harding, a native of New Brunswick, born at 
St. John's. When a young man he came to this 
country. He is a carpenter by trade and now 
follows that business in Southern Kansas. Mrs. 
Harding is the mother of four children—Ellen, 
wife of J. Barker, a resident of Julesburg, Colo.; 
Laura, wife of Pitt W. Kent, a resident of 
Weir City, Kan.; Minnie, wife of Clinton Eaton, 
of California; and Philo, now a resident of New 
Orleans. She also lost three children—Charles, 
a young man of excellent promise, was employed 
in the office of J. 1. Case at the time of his death, 
which occurred May 9, 1889, at the age of six- 


| teen years; Frank died at the age of twelve; and 
Eva died in 1870, aged three years. Mrs. Hard- 


since her death in 1827. Miss Amanda Greenman be- 
| 


came his housekeeper, took charge of his home and 


ing has an adopted daughter, Flora Tibbetts, a 
bright and lovely girl of seven summers. She is 
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a lady having many friends in this community, 


and is held in warm regard by those who know 
her. 
Mr. Newman has now been a resident of Ke- 


nosha County for forty-three years, during which | 
time he has done much to advance its best inter- | 


ests. A man of unblemished character, he has 


lived an upright and honorable life, and in his 
closing years can look back over the past with no | 


feeling of regret for lost opportunies. 


A few | 


years since he suffered a stroke of paralysis, and | 
about two years ago his eyesight failed to the ex- | 


tent that he is unable to read. His hearing is 
also greatly impaired. Long years of usefulness 
have won him high esteem and he is loved bya 


host of friends. 


— — 
— Be 


0) Bain Wagon Company, is a descendant of 
U, one of the pioneer settlers of Southport, 
and isa native of that village, which has long 
since grown into the city of Kenosha. For un 
account of his parents’ arrival and residence here, 
we refer the reader to the sketch of Theodore 
Newell, which appears on another page of this 
volume. 


Es REDERICH S. NEWELL, Secretary of the 
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to Europe three times, thus making eight trips 
across the briny deep, and with the exception of 
Turkey he has visited all of the countries of Eu- 
rope, together with almost every important city 
contained therein, besides made a trip up the his- 
toric Nile. o 

For six years, from 1872 until 1878, Mr. Newell 
was engaged in the lumber business in White Cloud, 
Mich., with an office at Chicago. At length having 
sold out his interests in that enterprise, he came to 
Kenosha in January, 1878, and entered the office 
of the Bain Wagon Company. At the incorpora- 
tion of the above-named company four years later 
he became one of its members and was made Secre- 
tary, which position he has held continuously since, 
or fora period of ten years. He is also a stock- 
holder in the Lane Manufacturing Company and is 
Secretary of the Kenosha Watch Case Company. 

On the 3d of January, 1878, in Kenosha, Mr. 
Newell wedded Miss Frances C. Bain, daughter of 
Edward Bain, who is represented elsewhere in this 
work. By their union have been born two chil- 
dren, a daughter and son, Marjorie Moyca, and 
Edward T. Mrs. Newell is an active member of 
the Congregational Church. Mr. Newell exercises 
his right of franchise in behalf of the Republican 
party but is in no sense a politician, having never 


| sought or desired to fill public office. Ostentation 


Our subject was born on the 6th of June, 1845, | 


and is therefore one of the oldest native citizens 
now living in Kenosha. When eleven years of 
age, he accompanied the other members of the 
family to New Haven, Conn., that better educa- 


tional advantages might be enjoyed. After at- | 


tending private schools for some time in order to 
prepare for college, he was compelled to abandon 
his studies on account of delicate health. Upon 
returning to Chicago in 1863 he entered the office 
of his father, who was extensively engaged in man- 
ufacturing and dealing in lumber. Here he re- 
ceived an excellent business training and for some 
two or three years remained in the office when his 
health again gave way and he was forced to leave. 
Laying aside all business cares, he sailed for Europe, 
where he spent some two years in travel, hoping 
to benefit his health. 


and aggressiveness are alike distasteful to him. 
The place he holds in business circles is best told 
by the responsible positions which he fills. 


W 


EZ RANCIS REUSCHLEIN is one of the lead- 
EO ing business men of Burlington. He deals 
1 in books, toys. wall paper, stationery, and 
carries a full and complete line. His store was es- 
tablished in 1861, aud from the beginning his 
trade has constantly increased until he has now a 
liberal patronage. His courteous treatment, fair 
dealing and earnest desire to please his customers 
are the reasons of his enlarged volume of trade. 

Our subject was born in Baden, Germany, Feb- 


Since that time he has been | ruary 8, 1834, and is the eldest of five children, 


two sons and three daughters, born unto George 
and Francisca (Lang) Reuschlein. Four of the 
family are yet living—August, whose sketch ap- 
pears elsewhere in this work; Theresa, a Sister in 
the Catholic Convent at St. Francis, Wis.; and 
Caroline, who is married and lives in Buffalo. 

Our subject spent the days of his boyhood and 
youth in his native land, where he acquired a 
liberal education. He learned the trade of a 
harness-maker which he followed for four years 
and then engaged in merchandising. His emigra- 
tion to America occurred in 1852, he sailing from 
Havre, France, to New York. Mercantile pursuits 
engrossed his attention for a number of years 
exclusively. but he is now also engaged in the in- 
surance business and is Notary Public. A number 
of positions of honor and trust have been conferred 
upon him, and for the long period of twenty years 
he has served as Town Clerk of Burlington. He 
also held the office of Justice of the Peace for 
several terms, and, during the administration of 
President Cleveland, was the efficient Postmaster 
of Burlington. He is at, present Court Commis- 
sioner of Racine County, and has received the ap- 
pointment of Oil Inspector of the Burlington dis- 
trict. The cause of education has ever found in 
him a warm friend, and for years he has been con- 
nected with the Board of Education, serving now 
as its Clerk. In political sentiment he is a stanch 
Democrat, having advocated the principles of that 
party since he cust his first Presidential vote for 
James Buchanan. 

On the 5th of February, 1861, Mr. Reuschlein 
led to the marriage altar Miss Magdelena Wagner, 
a native of Alsace, France, and of their union have 
been born thirteen children, eight sons and five 
daughters, of whom six sons and five daughters 
are yet living, namely: Louis, now engaged in 
harness-making in Burlington; Eleanora, Joseph, 
Albert, Katie, Charles, Theresa, William, Amelia, 
Leo and Frances. Both Mr. and Mrs. Reuschlein 
are members of St. Mary’s Catholic Church of 
Burlington, and have taken an active interest in 
its work, giving liberally for the building of the 
new house of worship which is the finest Catholic 
Church in the State. It is mentioned more fully 
on another page of this work. Our subject was 


Teutonia 
Society in 1853, and for twenty years has been its 
honored President. The society was organized for 
the purpose of providing the citizens of Burling- 
ton with musical and dramatic entertainments of a 
high order and has had an uninterrupted season of 
prosperity, covering a period of thirty-eight years, 
and on the membership roll are now seventy-five 
names, Every enterprise calculated to benefit the 
community or promote the general welfare has re- 
ceived the support and co-operation of Mr. Reusch- 
lein, who is classed among the valued citizens of 
Burlington, where he has long been so well and 
favorably known. We take pleasure in presenting 
this sketch of his life to our readers, knowing that 
it will be received with interest by his many 
friends. 


=i oes == 


W L. WILLIAMS, who is now living a re- 
tired life in Burlington, is one of the hon- 
ored pioneers of Racine County. He has 

LY resided in Wisconsin during its entire ex- 
istence as a State, having come to this county six 
years before its admission into the Union, or in 
1842. A native of Washington County, N. Y., he 
was born December 5, 1814. His father, Stephen 
B. Williams, was also born in Washington County, 
on the 20th of February, 1787, and after attaining 
to mature years was married August 8, 1812, to 
Betsy Lucas, whose birth occurred in the same 
county on the 12th of July, 1789. They reared a 
family of twelve children, all of whom were born 
on the old homestead in the Empire State: Electa, 
the eldest, is now the wife of Nathaniel Seeley, a 
practical mechanic of Saratoga County, N. Y.; Jo- 
seph L. is the next younger; Edwin A. died June 
4, 1843; James M. died in February, 1851; Viola 
died in 1870; Polly departed this life on the ist 
of April, 1881; Elizabeth is the wife of John 
Chapin, of lowa; Lyman died in 1883; Julius is a 
resident of Washington County, N. X.; Stephen B. 
is engaged in farming in Iowa; Nancy died in 
1886; and Nathaniel L. is a resident farmer of 
Fayette County, Iowa. The father of this family 
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was a hard-working and industrious man and in 
most of his undertakings met with success. Both 
he and his wife were members of the Baptist Church 
and lived consistent lives, winning the respect of 
all with whom they came in contact. In politics 
he was first a Whig and later a Republican. The 
death of Mrs. Williams occurred September 10, 
1858, and Mr. Williams departed this life in 1872. 
They were laid side by side in the cemetery near 
their old home in Washington County, where a 
beautiful monument has been erected to their 
memory. 

With his parents our subject spent the days of 
his boyhood and youth,and on attaining his major- 
ity left home fo make his own way in the world, 
The year 1842 witnessed his emigration Westward 
to Racine County, Wis., where he purchased one 
hundred and twenty acres of land from the Gov- 
ernment and began the development of a farm, 
the boundaries of which he extended as his finan- 
cial resources were increased until it was doubled 
in size. On the division of Racine and Kenosha 
Counties it became a part of the latter, being situ- 
ated on section 30, Randall Township. To its im- 
provement and development Mr. Williams devoted 
his energies for many years and transformed the 
once wild land into rich and fertile fields which 
yielded to him a golden tribute in return for the 
care and cultivation he bestowed upon it. 

On the 2d of May, 1846, Mr. Williams wedded 
Miss Elizabeth Howlett, a lady of English descent, 
born in Richland County, III., October 28, 1828, 
They became parents of the following children— 
Edwin A., born November 9, 1847; Clarence, who 
was born May 14, 1849, and died March 3, 1853; 
Harvey L., who was born August 7, 1850, and died 
January 3, 1852; Julius P., who was born Septem- 
ber 7, 1852, and is now engaged in farming in 
South Dakota; Ida E., born October 18, 1854, died 
August 22; 1856; Lyman A., born April 14, 1857, 
is now living in Logan County, Kan.; Charles, 
born October 17, 1859, is a farmer of Green 
County, Wis.; Willis W., born December 16, 1861, 
isa resident of Racine County; Herbert N., born 
April 19, 1863, is a farmer of Kansas; and Mary L., 
who completes the family, was born November 7, 
1868. The mother died April 27, 1888,and was 


laid to rest in Burlington Cemetery. She was a 
member of the Free-will Baptist Church, took an 
active part in church work and was beloved by all 
who know her for her many excellencies of char- 
acter. Mr. Williams was again married on the 22d 
of May, 1889, his second union being with Mrs. 
Mary Hockney, daughter of James and Sally 
(Prosser) Sherer. Her family was of English 
lineage. 

In political sentiment Mr. Williams is a Repub- 
lican and has been honored with a number of local 
offices of trust. He has served as Supervisor, was 
Trustee, Town Treasurer, Justice of the Peace and 
a member of the Board of Education. In every 
office that he has been called upon to fill, his duties 
have been discharged with promptness and fidel- 
ity, thus winning him the commendation of all 
concerned. His life has been a busy and useful 
one, and in his declining years he is now living 
retired. In 1884 he laid aside all farm labor, and 
though he still retains possession of his farm in 
Kenosha County, which yields him a good income, 
is now living in Burlington, where he has a beau- 
tiful home, supplied with all the comforts and lux- 
uries of life. There, surrounded by many warm 
friends, he expects to pass his remaining days in 
the enjoyment of a well earned rest. 


/ AMES ROBERT BROWNE, an early settler 
and highly respected citizen of Racine, was 
born in the Parish of Misterton, Notting- 

“Y hamshire, England, on the 9th of September, 
1815, and is a son of Jeremiah and Ruth Browne, 
who were also natives of Nottinghamshire. Our 
subject received his education in the schools of 
that community and a thorough business training 
in the counting room of his father,who was a for- 
warding and commission merchant. In 1840, he 
was married in Nottinghamshire, to Miss Emma 
Adamthwaite, daughter of the Rev. William 
Adamthwaite, who was a prominent clergyman of 


| the Episcopal Church of the North of England. 


Nine children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Browne 
—Jeremiah, the eldest, died in infancy; James 
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Edwin 
whose sketch appears elsewhere in this work, 
married Adelaide Elderkin, and is foreman painter 
in the works of the Fish Bros. Wagon Com- 
pany of Racine; Emma F. is the wife of J. F. 
Townsand, a resident of Mason City, Iowa; Annie 
E. is now Mrs. Leonard W. Bullock, of Racine, 
and a sketch of her husband is also given in this 
volume; John Forrest was killed by the bursting 
of a cannon at a celebration in Elkhorn, Wis., on 
the 7th of July, 1863, Robert C. died in infancy; 
Mary A. isthe wife of Frank G. Ticknor, who is 
also represented elsewhere in this work, and the 
remaining member of the family. 

In 1840, Mr. Browne went to London and en- 


gaged with an oil and color merchant of that city | 


until 1848, when he emigrated with his family to 
America. 
year and removed thence to Southport, now 
Kenosha, Wis., the following autumn. On reach- 
ing Kenosha he engaged in painting in the wagon 
factory of Henry Mitchell, now the head of the 


firm of the Mitchell & Lewis Company, of Racine. | 
Mr. Browne continued with that firm until 1851, | 
when he removed to Elkhorn, Wis., where he en- | 
gaged in the wagon-making business one year with | 
In 1857 he came to Racine, but | 


a Mr. Forrest, 
after a short time returned to Elkhorn; again he 
came to Racine in 1860, but again went back to 
Elkhorn the following year. It was in 1865 that 


he made a permanent location in this city where | 
During | 
his first years of residence at Racine, Mr. Browne 
was engaged in general painting, having a chop on | 
| surance agents, At the age of twenty-one years 


his home has been continuously since. 


Sixth Street. On his return in 1865 he engaged 
with the Mitchell & Lewis Company as foreman of 
the painting department of their wagon and 


carriage works, and in 1873 he went to Denver, | 
Colo., for the sale of wagons, remaining in that city 


from April until August, On his return he en- 


gaged with the Pump Manufacturing Company | 


of Winship Brothers, in whose employ he re- 
mained for three years. 

In the summer of 1863, Mr. Browne was calied 
upon to mourn the loss of his wife, whose death 
occurred on the 11th of July of that year. On 


the 13th of December, 1864, he was married in | 


is married and resides in Texas; William A., l 


He reached Chicago in July of that | 
| Thomas, who died at the age of eight years; Lydia 
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Milwaukee to Mrs. Penelope B. Forrest, widow of 
John L. Forrest, and a daughter of James and Jane 
(Biggs) Lane. The lady was born in Riverstown, 
County Cork, Ireland, of English parentage, is one 
of thirteen children, and waseducated in England. 
Her family was prominent in official circles in Ire- 
land, Her father was a Government officer sta- 
tioned in that country in charge of the manufac- 
ture of cloth for the English army. He served as 
Mayor of Cork, and his father and three brothers 


| before him have occupied the same position. He 


was also Treasurer of that city for twenty-three 
years and was one of the most influential men of 
the community. Mrs. Browne was first married in 
Ireland to John I.. Forrest, and with her husband 
came to Ameriva in 1852. She had four children 
by her first marriage — Jane Lane, now the widow 
of Hiram Cady, and. a resident of Racine; John 


E., who died in infaney while the family were on 
the passage on the ocean; and Penelope, the 


youngest, who died in childhood. Mr. Forrest de- 


parted this life in Cincinnati, Ohio, on the 3d of 
August, 1858. 

Mr. Browne has been quite prominent in public 
affairs. In 1878, he was elected Treasurer of 
Racine and was re-elected and served in that office 
for six years, or until 1884. He has also served 


| one term as a member of the Racine Board of Edu- 
| cation, one as Alderman and one as Supervisor. 


He was Secretary of the Business Men’s Association 
for one year, was foreman painter for the firm of 
Johnson & Field Company, for about a year, and 
is now with L. D. Miller & Co., real estate and in- 


Mr. Browne was made an Odd Fellow in England, 
becoming a member of the Manchester Unity. He 
is now a member of MeDonald Lodge, No. 137, 
I. O. O. F., has filled all the chairs in the sub-ordi- 
nate lodge and served as District Deputy Grand 
Master, He is also a member of Belle City Lodge, 
No. 92, A. F. & A. M.; Orient Chapter, No. 12, R. 
A. M. Racine Commandery, No. 7, K. T.; and is 
Past Master of the Lodge and Secretary of the 
Chapter. Himself and wife are members of St. 
Luke's Episcopal Church, and in political senti- 
ment he is a strong Democrat. 


“Iti is Pr just to say of Mr. eons that while 
in the later years of his life he has been unfortun- 
ate in business matters, he has maintained bis hold 
upon the confidence and respect of the best of his 
fellow-citizens in a marked degree, and at this 
writing numbers among his warm personal friends, 
hosts of those who are esteemed the most worthy 
people within the range of his acquaintance. He 
possesses a kindly, genial disposition, is strictly 
honorable in all his impulses, and is warm hearted 
and generous to a fault. Those who know him 
most intimately are the ones who appreciate his 
worth the most fully and are ready to accord him 
a liberal measure of credit. 
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EV. THOMAS EDWARD BARR, pastor of 
the First Presbyterian Church of Racine, 
was born in Bedford, Lawrence County, 

Ind., on April 21, 1860. His father. the 

Rev. Edward Barr, was a native of Wayne County, 

Ohio, born December 15,1827, and is a son of the 

Rev. Thomas Barr, who for twenty-five years was a 

home missionary of the Western Reserve of Ohio. 

The Barr family to which our subject belongs has 

been noted for 1ts liberal representation in the 

ministry. The father, paternal grandfather, only 
brother and four uncles on his father’s side, of the 

Rev. Thomas E. Barr, have been ministers and 

with one exception all. were of the Presbyterian 

faith. George Walter Barr, the only brother of 
our subject, is engaged in home mission work at 

Ft. Morgan, Col. All of the clerical uncles except 

Samuel Barr are deceased. His father is local pas- 

tor at Ligonier, Ind., and although now sixty-four 

years of age is still vigorous and active. The 
maiden name of Mr. Barr’s mother was Millia 

«Webb; she was born in Orleans, Ind. 

Having attained a suitable age, the subject of this 
sketch entered the public schools, which he left at 
the age of fourteen to learn the printer’s trade in 
the Banner office at Frankfort, Ind., where he spent 


two and a half years, following which he went to | 


La Fayette of the same state, where he was em- 
ployed four years in the job office of Spring & 
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Robertsia. When twenty years of age he entire 
the University in Lake Forest, III., and after a 
classical course of five years duration was graduated 
from that school in June, 1885. In the month of 
April previous he had been licensed to preach by 
the Presbytery of Ft. Wayne, Ind., and was or- 
dained by the Presbytery of Huntington, in Octo- 
ber, 1886. His first pastorate was at Snow Shoe, 
Center County, Pa., a mining town, where he was 
stationed until April 1, 1887, when he came to 
Wisconsin and was the Pastor of the Presbyterian 
Church of Beloit until April 1, 1890, when he ac- 
cepted the pastorate of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Racine and has since labored in that 
field. While resident Pastor of Beloit, Rev. Mr. 
Barr aided in remodeling the church of his people 
there at a cost of $4,000, makingit an elegant and 
attractive place of worship. Since coming to Ra- 
cine he has obtained a strong hold on his congre- 
gating by his ability, originality and candor. 
When a young child, Mr. Barr had the misfor- 
tune to be subjected to a severe nervous shock 
which nearly deprived him of the power of speech 
and on his recovery he found that he stammered 
greatly. The impediment in his speech was a seri- 
ous hindrance to him in acquiring an education 
and a very discouraging obstacle in the way of 
adopting the ministry as a profession. He deter- 
mined to overcome the defect and to that end 
struggled persistently. While often discouraged 
and some times saying to himself that he was very 
foolish to think of ever becoming a minister, he 
never gave up but persevered until he virtually ac- 
complished success. The circumstance of his vocal 
trouble led him to speak entirely extempore and 
he has never, during his five years of pulpit ser- 
vice preached from manuscript except once and 
that discourse was more of the nature of a lecture 
than a sermon. The result is that he speaks with 
great clearness and distinctness and the impedi- 
ment has almost entirely disappeared. Mr. Barr 
has also given considerable attention to literature 
and is an interesting and fluent writer. He is the 
author of a work of a philosophical nature, entitled 
“The Gist of It,’’ which was published by A. C. 
Armstrong of New York in December, 1887. The 
work is philosophical and metaphysical and must 
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necessarily attract the attention and interest peo- 
ple of mental force who can appreciate clear and 
logical reasoning and original thought. 

On September 15, 1886, Mr. Barr was united in 
marriage to Miss Laura Bertha Balch, at her home 
in Weyauwega, Waupaca County, Wis. The lady 
is a daughter of A. V. Balch, an early settler and 
prominent citizen of that place and. was a college 
classmate of her husband at Lake Forest Univer- 
sity, and with him was a leader in the graduating 
class of 1885. They have three children, a son and 
two daughters: Edward Balch, Sarah Katherine 
and Millia. 

In politics Mr. Barr is an enrnest Republican, 
having always taken a warm interest in the suc- 
cess of the Republican party and has more than 
once achieved some prominence in campaign work. 
He is a thorough student, possessing more than 
ordinary intellectual force and originality, even 
for a member of the learned profession to which 
he belongs. Where a question of principle is in- 
volved he is firm and unyielding and does not be- 
lieve in temporising in cases that demand decisive 
action. In the broad field of Christian effort, his 
influence is felt in behalf of a higher standard of 
morality and broader views of human responsibil- 
ity than many attain to. 


member of Theleen & Buchman, furniture 
dealers and undertakers of Kenosha, was 
born in Sweden on the 14th of February, 1847, 
and is a son of Lars Hendrickson and Annie Car- 


Oe AUGUSTUS THELEEN, the senior 


oline Thelecn. According to the laws of his native 
land he adopted his father's first name as his sur- 
name, but on coming to America assumed his 
mother's family name, which he now bears, His 
education was acquired in his native land and 
when a young man he determined to try his for- 
tune in America, having to borrow the money to 
pay his passage to this country. He made his first 
location in Chicago, where for about three months 
he engaged in gardening. He then went south to 
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Mississippi, where for a time he worked at cabinet- 
making and carpentering, which trade he had 
learned in Sweden. After a year and a half spent 
in Mississippi, in the spring of 1871, he returned 
to Chicago, where he engaged in cabinet-making 
until 1874. He was living in that city at the time 
of the great fire, in which he lost everything save 
a trunk to which he tied a rope, drawing it along 
after him, from the North Side to the West Side, 
stopping at Milwaukee Avenue, a distance of some 
ten blocks. Thus he had to begin life anew, empty- 
handed. Misfortune again overtook him in 1878, 
at which time he was working in a large establish- 
lishment where were manufactured doors, sashes, 
etc. The watchman left in charge of the factory 
neglected his duty and ere morning the whole had 
been consumed in flames, 

On the 15th of July, 1871, Mr. Theleen was 
united in marriage with Lovisa Oleson, who was 
born in Sweden, March 14, 1848, and is a daughter 
of Olof and Brita Maria Oleson, who still resides 
in Ervalla, Sweden. Mr. Theleen saved the money 
from his earnings with which to pay the passage 
of his intended wife to America, She crossed the 
Atlantic to New York in 1870, and after working 
there for several months came to Chicago in the 
spring of 1871. They were married on the 15th 
of July, of that year, and it was soon afterward 
that their entire effects were destroyed by fire. 
Unto them have been born nine children, eight of 
whom are still living—-Mary Lovisa, David Elias, 
Annie Caroline, Oscar Henry, Charles Joseph, Gus- 
tave Danicl, Ruth Grace and Eva Minnie. The 
eldest, Grace Amelia, is now deceased. 

After coming to Kenosha Mr. Theleen engaged 
in carpenter work until 1879, when he began as a 
contractor and builder and was thus engaged for 
two years. He then embarked in the furniture 
and undertaking business, which he carried on 
alone until 1888, when he admitted to partnership 
Robert Yule, under the firm name of Theleen & Co. 
This connection continued until October 6, 1890, 
when the firm became Theleen & Buchman, as it 
now stands. They have a large trade, do an ex- 
cellent business and are industrious and enterpris- 
ing merchants. In the affairs of the city Mr. 
Theleen takes an active interest, especially in such 


one 


as are cnloulated to benefit the community. He 
and his wife are members of the Baptist Church, 
in which he is now serving as Deacon, Trustee 
and Treasurer. He is also an active member of 
the Young Men’s Christian Association, with 
which he has been identified since its organization 
in Kenosha, and at the present time is holding the 
office of Director and is Chairman of the Finance 
Committee. A man of kindly and benevolent 
disposition, the poor and needy find in him a 
warm friend. Socially he is a member of the Royal 
Arcanum and of the Modern Woodmen, and with 
his ballot supports the Republican party. His life 
has been well and worthily spent and his upright 
and honorable career has won him the confidence 
and good wishes of all with whom be has come in 
contact. 


— a 


HARLES W. BREWER, President of the 
G Brewer Sashholder and Weatherstrip Com- 
Y pany, has been a resident of Racine for 
nearly forty years. He was born on the Island of 
Guernsey, November 20, 1822, and is a son of 
Capt. Henry and Elizabeth (Hawkins) Brewer, 
both of whom were natives of England, born in 
Devonshire, whence they removed in early life to 
Guernsey, where they spent the remainder of their 
days. Both are now deceased. 

The subject of this sketch was reared and edu- 
cated on his native island and there served an ap- 
prenticeship to the trade of church organ and pi- 
ano making. After attaining to mature years and 
ere he left his native land, he led to the mar- 
riage altar on March 29, 1852, Miss Jane, daughter 
of William Matthews. She too is a native of 
Guernsey. In the following April, Mr. Brewer 
emigrated with his bride to the United States, and 
after landing in this country came on at once to 
Racine, where he embarked in the manufacture of 
reed organs. He has since made his home in this 
city, and during the greater part of the time has 
been engaged in the manufacture of musical in- 
struments. He possesses considerable inventive 
genius and has invented and patented some useful 
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improvements of various kindi. . Among the most 
promising are the sashholder and weatherstrip for 
the manufacture of which articles a company was 
organized with the following officers: Charles W. 
Brewer, President; L. H. Yance, Secretary; and .. 
M. Osgood, Treasurer. The invention has been 
examined by practical carpenters and house-build- 
ers, and has been highly endorsed as a most practic- 
able and useful one. The company starts in busi- 
ness with flattering prospects of success and there 
is no apparent reason why large sales will not soon 
bring them ín a fine income. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Brewer has been born a fam- 
ily of five children, two sons and three daughters, 
but only one is now living-—Charles F., a jeweler 
of Racine, now employed with the Elkins Jewelry 
Company; Ernest Henry died at the age of six 
years; Emma died when three years of age; Laura 
was also three years old at the time of her death; 
and Alice, who lived to be tweıfty-eight years of 
age was called to her final home on the 25th of 
April, 1890. 

Mr. Brewer and his wife belong to the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church, of which the daughter Al- 
ice was also a member. Their son Charles holds 
membership in the Presbyterian Church. In polı- 
tics Mr. Brewer is independent, voting for the 
man and not the party, and in kis social relations 
is a Mason, belonging to Belle City Lodge, No. 
92, A. F. & A. M. In all the affairs of life he has 
proved himself an upright and honorable citizen, 
worthy of the confidence of all. He is genial and 
cordial by nature, and has made many warm 
friends wherever he is. 


> Skee EDIT < 


DWIN HATFIELD PEASE, deceased, was 
E born at St. Mary's Landing, Mo., August 
18, 1840, and isa son of Henry and Mary 
(Warburton) Pease. The ancestry is traced hack 
in direct line to Robert Pease, a native of England 
who left his English home in 1634, braved the 
dangers of an ocean voyage and settled in Salem, 
Mass. His family, however, is said to have been 
of German origin. His son John removed to that 
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part of Springfield, Mass., which became Enfield, | 


925 


of Hon. James R. Doolittle. She was born in 


Conn., and Robert was the first Constable of En- | Racine, where the days of her maidenhood were 


field. He was three times married and lived in 
that part of Enfield since known as Summers. His 


descendants in direct line are Noah, who was a re- | 


spectable farmer living in Summers; Giles, a suc- 
cessful merchant also living in Summers, and 
Henry, the father of our subject. The latter was 
born in Summers in 1800, removed to Hartford, 
Conn., and there wedded Mary Warburton. In 
1827 he removed to Washington County, Mo., and 
was at one time owner of the famous Iron Moun- 
tain in that State. He also successfully engaged 
in merchandising for some thirty-five years, after 
which he removed to Albany, III., where he had a 
store and elevator, and where he and his wife spent 
their last days. 

The subject of this sketch was one of eight 
children, three sons and five daughters. He was 
liberally educated, having pursued his studies in 
the Seminary at Mt. Carroll, III. In August, 1862, 
he joined the boys in blue, enlisting in Company 
F, of the Ninety-third Illinois Infantry—the Tor- 
nado Company. Soon after the fall of Vicksburg 
he was detailed for duty in the Adjutant General’s 
department, later did service in the Division 


Quartermaster’s department and then to duty at | 


the headquarters of the Fifteenth Army Corps, 
where he remained until the close of the war. He 


was also with Sherman’s Army on the celebrated | 
March to the Sea,and when the war closed was | 


honorably discharged from the service. 
When his country no longer needed him Mr. 


Pease went to Pittsburg, Pa., and for ten years was | 


general agent for the Aetna Life Insurauce Com- 
pany, traveling in Europe as well as in the United 
States. It was in 1877 that he became a resident 
of Racine, where he filled the position of buok- 
keeper for A. P. Dickey for a short time and then 
became a partner of his employer. After Mr. 


Dickey’s death he continued the business alone for | 
some two years. In 1885, he was the leading spirit | 


in the organization of the E. H. Pease Manufac- 
turing Company, of which he was made Secretary, 
Treasurer and General Manager. 


was joined in wedlock with Miss Sara, daughter 


passed and as well as receiving a good literary 
education she had excellent instruction in art. Her 
home is largely adorned with her own productions 
in this line, many of which deserve special com- 
mendation. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Pease were born 
five children, four sons and a daughter: Harold T., 
Edwin H., James W., Gladys M. and John G. M. 
Mr. Pease was a Congregationalist in religious be 
lief and was an upright man, straightforward in 
his business relations, thus winning the confidence 
and good wishes of those with whom he came in 
contact. In political sentiment he was a Repub- 
lican and was a member of the Masonic order. On 
the 24th of Junuary, 1890, he was called to his 
final rest and many friends mourned his loss, 
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IN ETER W. PETERSON, deceased, was one 

jj of the leading farmers of Wheatland 
Township, Kenosha County, and among 

the prominent citizens of the county he 
deserves special mention. A native of Denmark, 
he was born January 14, 1814, and at the age of 
ten years his father died. Thus early thrown 
upon the cold world to make his own way in 
life, all of his native ingenuity was called forth 
and he entered upon the struggle to secure a 
livelihood. For four years he made Hamburg, 
Germany, his home, during which time he sailed 
upon the high seas. He then crossed the ocean to 
the United States in a vessel called the “Atlantic,” 
but continued his seafaring life through the nine 
succeeding years. At the expiration of that time 
he came to Kenosha County, Wis., locating in 
Wheatland Township, where he worked as a farm 
hand in the employ of Mr. Redbrook for one 
year. He then purchased an ox-team and plow 
and began breaking prairie, to which work he de- 


| voted his energies, until, by industry and econ- 
| omy, he had accumulated a sufficient sum of 
| money to purchase eighty acres of land. This 
On the 20th of May, 1879, in Racine, Mr. Pease 


was the nucleus of the large and fine farm which 
he left his family. Upon it he built a home, 


where his widow now resides. Then, however, 
his resources were very limited, and only as the 
result of his arduous labor did he gain the valu- 
able property which was in his possession at the 
time of his death. 

An important event in the life of Mr. Peter- 
son occurred November 15, 1851, when he was 
. united in marriage with Miss Catherine Belmer, 
who was born in Burgsteinfurt, Westphalia, Ger- 
many, September 25, 1825, and is a daughter of 
Henry and Lydia (Memler) Beimer. Her parents 
were also born in Westphalia, where they grew 
to maturity and spent their entire lives, dying 
near the locality of their birth. The father was 
a general laborer. In their family were nine 
children, but all have now passed away with the 
exception of Lillie, who is the wife of Bernard 
Reesa, of Geneva, Wis.; and Mrs. Peterson, who 
came to America during her girlhood. Immedi- 
ately after their marriage our subject and his 
wife began their domestic life upon the farm 
where the widow yet makes her home. The land 
was then in its primitive condition, but the labors 
of the husband soon transformed it into rich and 
fertile fields, yielding to him a golden tribute. 
He died on the Ist of August, 1865, and was laid 
to rest in the Lutheran Cemetery of Wheatland 
Township, where a marble slab marks his last 
resting place. Mr. Peterson was a man of benev- 
olent disposition, a friend to the podr and needy, 
pleasant and genial in manner, and hosts of warm 
friends mourn his loss. 

The five children of the family are Henry, a 
prominent agriculturist of Randall Township, 
Kenosha County; Annie, who is at home with 
her mother; Catherine, wife of John Fleming 
who is engaged in agricultural pursuits in Randall 
Township; and Peter and William, twins. They 
are both engaged in farming and in partnership 
they engage in the manufacture of butter, having 
established that business in 1888. They also have 
a feed mill and are doing an excellent trade in 
both lines, being enterprising young business men. 

Since Mr. Peterson’s death his widow has had 
sole charge of the extensive farm, which com- 
prises three hundred and ninety-eight acres of 


a high state of cultivation. It is well improved 
with all the necessary buildings found on a model 
farm, and the income derived therefrom is such 
as to provide the family with all of the comforts 
and many of the luxuries of life. The mother 
and children are Presbyterians in their religious 
belief, and the sons are stanch Democrats in 
political sentiment. 


MO) H. GONNERMAN, a retired merchant 
G residing in Kenosha, claims this city as 
nis birthplace. His parents, John and Mar- 
tha (Ferge) Gonnerman, were among the earliest 
settlers. Both were natives of Germany, from 
whence the father emigrated to America in 1848, 
and the mother in 1849. Both came immediately 
to Wisconsin and were married in Milwaukee in 
August, 1850. The following year they came to 
Kenosha, where they resided until the death of 
Mr. Gonnerman on the 27th of September, 1886. 
His remains were interred in the city cemetery, 
where a marble slab marks his last resting place. 
He was a Lutheran in religious belief, a Republi- 
can in politics and was a valued citizen of the 
community, held in high regard by all who knew 
him. His wife still survives him and makes her 
home on Ann Street, Kenosha. In the family 
were one son and three daughters—Mary, wife of 
Byron Walter, a hardware merchant of Milwaukee; 
Charles, whose name heads this record; Emma, wife 
of John Borkenhager, engineer in the Bain Wagon 
Works of Kenosha; and Katie who died on the 4th 
of June, 1887. 
The subject of this sketch was reared to man- 
hood under the parental roof and in the public 
schools of Kenosha acquired his literary education, 
which was supplemented by a two years’ business 
course in Bryant and Stratton Commercial College 
of Chicago. At the expiration of that period he 
returned to his home and entered the employ of 
William Ernst, a dealer in general merchandise, 
with whom he remained for twelve years. He 
then formed a partnership with his employer, the 


connection continuing for six months, when 
it was dissolved and Mr. Gonnerman accepted 
a position as book-keeper for Lewis Bain, with 
whom he remained for six months. He then em- 
barked in merchandising for himself in 1880, and 
continued in that line of trade with excellent suc- 
cess for ten years, or until 1890, when he retired 
from active business life. Although a compar- 
atively young man, his birth occurring on the 15th 
day of April, 1854, he has by his industry and 
unceasing effort, won a handsome competence 
which now enables -him to lay aside business 
cares. 

A marriage ceremony performed on the 5th of 
January, 1878, united the destinies of Mr. Gonner- 
man and Lucy J. Meyers, who was born in Kenosha 
in 1853, and was a daughter of Casper Meyers of 
that city. Unto them was born a son, Charles, 
but he died in 1880. The mother passed 
to her final rest on the 3d of July, 1880, and Mr. 
Gonnerman was again married April 25, 1883, his 
second union being with Maggie Meyers, a sister 
of his former wife. They have two interesting 
children—Charles and Annie. 

In politics, Mr. Gonnerman is a supporter of 
Republican principles and has filled several official 
positions, including that of city Alderman. His 
wife is a member of the Catholic Church. In his 
business dealings he has been very successful and 
has won a place among the prominent and leading 
citizens of Kenosha, where he is held in high 
regard for his sterling worth. 


AMES BOLTON, one of the substantial 
business men of Racine, claims New York 
as the state of his nativity. He was born 


) om the 7th of November, 1836, in West- 


7 
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chester County, and is of English descent, his father 
James Bolton, accompanied by his wife, emigrated 
from Lancaster, England to America, settied in 
Westchester County, N. Y., where he followed his 
business as a bleacher and dyer and also carried 
on farming. Both he and his wife died in the 
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Episcopal Church and the father was a Whig in 
political sentiment. In their family were thbir- 
teen children. 

Mr. Bolton whose name heads this sketch, was 
only five years old when his mother died. At the 
age of eleven he began life for himself, working 
for wages in a woolen mill and since that time he 
has made his own way in the world. He is a self- 
made man and certainly deserves great credit for 
the success he has achieved. Having remained 
for two years in a mill, he then worked upon a 
farm until sixteen years of age, when he turned 
his attention to the butcher’s trade, following that 
occupation for about four years, in Harlem, a 
suburb of New York City. The year 1855 wit- 
nessed his emigration to the West. Believing he 
could better his financial condition by a removal 


to the new state of Wisconsin, he took up his res- 


idence in Racine, then a thriving town and worked 
for Hugh Gorton in his market about two months. 
He. was employed until 1860 in the shop where he 
now does business at 211 Sixth Street. At the 
above date he went to McGregor, Jowa, and 
opened a market but the war broke out and on 
the 15th of May, 1861, he responded to the first 
call for troops, enlisting in Company K, First 
Iowa Cavalry. His command did service in South- 
ern Missouri and Arkansas, engaging in numerous 
battles and skirmishes, the principal of which was 
the battle of Prairie Grove, Ark. Having served 
for nearly three years and a half he was discharged 
in October, 1864. 

Returning to Racine after being mustered out 
of the service, Mr. Bolton opened a market at his 
present place of business, which he has carried on 
continously since or fora period of twenty-seven 
years. In connection with the market, he has 
done quite an extensive packing business. During 
these years he has had seven partners, the last of 
whom, Robert Wherry, his brother-in-law, is still 
with him. They have an excellent trade and our 
subject is numbered among the prosperous business 
men of Racine. Although his time has been 
largely taken by his market, he has yet found time 
to devote to public interests and at the present he 
is serving as City Councilman from the Sixth 
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Ward. He has aldo served as School Conan 


from the First Ward. In politics he is a Republi- 
can, having long affiliated with that party and in 
his social relations is a Master Mason. 

Leaving his business affairs, we now turn to 
the home relations of Mr. Bolton. In Waukegan, 
III., in June, 1863, he was united in marriage with 
Mary. A. McCourt, anative of Canada, and their 
union has been blessed with eight children, but 
only five are now living, the eldest of whom is 
Fred C.; George is connected with the Union Nat- 
ional Bank of Racine; William L. hasa position in 
the Manufacturers’ National Bank in this city; 
Mary S.and Elizabeth are still at home. Mrs. 
Bolton is a member of the Presbyterian Church 
and the family rank high in social circles and have 
many friends throughout the community. Mr. 
Bolton has accumulated a competence by industry, 
frugality and honest dealing and is now numbered 
among the substantial citizens of Racine. 


— 


OHN COLBERT DRURY, one of the pro- 

_ gressive and enterprising business men of 
Union Grove, who carries on a harness 

E making establishment, has the honor to be 
a native born citizen of Wisconsin. His birth 
occurred in Iowa County, October 9, 1856. His 
father, Richard Drury, was a native of England, 
born about 1821. By trade he was a stone and 
marble cutter but in this country followed farming. 
He crossed the Atlantic in 1850, settling first in 
Illinois. He owned a home near the present site 
of the Cook County Court House in Chicago, but 
during the cholera scourge sold out and removed 
to Iowa County. He afterward located in Racine, 
and subsequently made his home in Union Grove, 
but returned to Racine, where he died in 1885. 
In political sentiment he was a Republican. He 
married Ann Colbert, who was born in England 
about 1835, and is still a resident of Union Grove. 
They became parents of nine children, three sons 
and six daughters, as follows: Sarah who is the 
wife of D. MeMustrie, a manufacturer and a 
natural musician, residingin Blair, Neb.; Lorena, 
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wife of F. Colby, of Paiak III., a —— 
and joiner by trade, but now manager of the 
electric plant in that city; John C., of this sketch; 
Josephine, wife of A. P. Colby, editor of the Union 
Grove Enterprise; Alvira, wife of John Phelps, 
who is employed by the Milwaukee & St. Paul 
Railroad Company as head boss of the switch 
gang at Milwaukee, where they make their home; 
Jennie, wife of Spencer F. Hall, a machinist of 
Union Grove; Alphrona, wife of George Wheeler, _ 
of Milwaukee, a switchman on the Milwaukee & 
St, Paul Raiiroad; Alfred L., deceased; and Walter 
who is also employed in the switch yards at 
Milwaukee. 

The first nine years of his life our subject spent 
upon a farm. At the age of sixteen he began to 
learn the trade of a harness maker, and in March, 
1879, started in business for himself in Union 
rove, where he has since carried on operations. 
He is an excellent workman, thoroughly under- 
standing the business in all its details and has 
built up an excellent trade. His many customers 
receive from him the courteous treatment which is 
a merchant’s talisman of success. He carries a 
full and complete line of harness, saddles, whips, 
trunks, traveling bags, robes, and all that is found 
in a first-class establishment of that kind. 

When twenty-three years of age, on the 2ist of 
December, 1879, Mr. Drury was united in marriage 
with Miss Susan E. Russell, one of the fair daughters 
of Racine County. Their union has been blessed 
with twe children, both sons, the elder, Alfred L., 
nine years of age, is attending school and is un- 
usually brightin his studies; Eugene, the younger, 
is a lad of four summers. 

Since attaining his majority, Mr. Drury has 
upheld the principles of Republicanism, and is one 
of the stanch advocates of that party, although 
he has never sought or desired the honors or 
emoluments of public office. He is a Modern 
Woodman, being clerk of Grove Camp, No. 370, 
M. W. A., and is also clerk of the Water-works 
Board of Union Grove. He is public spirited and 


one of the most progressive and enterprising citi- 
zens of the town, ever taking a deep interest in 
those enterprises and objects calculated to benefit 
or upbuild the community. 


He is yet a young 
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man in years; but his paremaj ‘ott ant upright 
character place him high in business circles. Mr. 
Mrs. Drury also rank high in the social world, and 
are widely and favorably known throughout 
Union Grove and surrounding country. 
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L near the city of Trier, Prussia, on the 13th 
of January, 1840, and is a son of Mathias 
and Elizabeth Stahl, both of whom were natives of 
the same place. In 1849, when our subject was a 
lad of nine summers, the family crossed the Atlan- 
tic to America and took up their residence in 
Kenosha County, Wis. The father engaged in 
farming in the town of Brighton until 1888, when 
he laid aside all business cares and removed to 
Kenosha. Heis now making his home in that city 
at the age of seventy-seven ycars. His wife died 
some twenty-six years ago. She was a member of 
the Catholic Church, to which Mr. Stahl also be- 
longs. In their family were three children—Peter 
who is engaged in farming in Brighton Township; 
Mathias whose name heads this sketch; and Katie 
who died soon after coming to this country. 

As a farmer lad Mathias Stahl was reared to man- 
hood and in the district schools of the neighbor- 
hood acquired his education. Under the parental 
roof he remained until twenty years of age, when 
he began life for himself. As a companion and 
helpmate on life’s journey he chose Miss Bridget 
Terry, their marriage being celebrated January 13, 
1861. She is a native of Illinois and a lady of 
Irish parentage. Her birth occurred February 17, 
1841, twelve miles southwest of Chicago, though 
the place is now within the city limits, and she is 
one of six children, two sons and four daughters. 
Her parents, Patrick and Catherine (McCarty) 
Terry, were natives of County Cork, Ireland, and 
leaving the Green Isle of Erin became early settlers 
of Northeastern Illinois. Mrs. Stahl lost her father 
when she was about three years old and her mother 
died when she was a maiden of fifteen summers, 
She is now the only surviving member of the fam- 


ATHIAS STAHL Jr., the present efficient | 
Sheriff of Kenosha County, Wis., was born | 


ily. vin made her home in , Kenosha since 1856, 
she is numbered among its early settlers. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Stahl has been born a family 
of ten children, eight of whom are living—Peter 
who is now engaged in the butchering business in 
Kenosha; Mathias, a farmer of Pleasant Prairie 
Township; Andrew who is a partner of Peter; Mag- 
gie at home; Benjamin, who is engaged in cierking; 
Theodore who aids his brothers in the butchering 
business; James and Lottie who complete the num- 
ber. All of the family belong to the Roman Cath- 
olic Church. 

Having followed farming until the close of the 
late war Mr. Stahl then removed to Kenosha, Wis., 
where he engaged in business as a dealer in ice and 
also carried on other pursuits. He has been hon- 
ored with a number of official positions, for two 
years served as Alderman, was Policeman for a 
year and a half, then served as Marshal in 1875 
and 1876, and was afterwards again on the police 
force for a period of four years. He then once 
more resumed agricultural pursuits, continuing the 
operation of his farm for eleven years or until 
November, 1890, when he was elected Sheriff. On 
all questions of national importance Mr. Stahl 
votes with the Democratic party but locally sup- 
ports the man who he thinks will best fill the office. 
In his social relations he is a member of the Royal 
Arcanum. The reforms which he has brought about 
in the methods of conducting the affairs of his 
office have made him an acceptable official. His wife 
is a capable business woman and ably transacts 
business in his absence. 
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1 ENRY HALBERSTA DT, proprietor of a 
15 bakery and restaurant in Kenosha, Wis., 

began business in that line in 1888, and 
« the establishment which he now controls is 
one of the leading ones in the city. Our subject 
isa native of Germany. He was born in Hessen 
on the 20th of May, 1863; and is a son of Lewis 
and Mary (Gearholdt) Halberstadt, who were also 
natives Of the same country where they were reared 
and married and had a family of eleven children. 
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The following are yet living—Mary, wife of A. | 


Leichtner; John who is engaged in the 
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bakery ' 


business in Racine; Sophia, widow of Jacob Peil; | 
Lizzie, wife of J. Dresher, a resident farmer of 


Caledonia Township; Charles; Adam who is 
living in Caledonia Township; and Henry of this 
sketch. The father of the family isa farmer by 
occupation. He residedin his native land until 
1867, when with his family he emigrated to Amer- 


ica and took up his residence on the farm in Cal- | 


edonia Township, Racine County; Wis., where he 
is still living. He there owns a nice home and a 
good farmand is accounted one of the leading 
agriculturists of the community. His wife died in 
1879. She was a member of the German Lutheran 
Church asis also Mr. Halberstadt, who, in his polit- 
ical affiliations is a Republican. 

Our subject was a lad of but four suminers when 
with his parents he crossed the Atlantic. In the 
usual manner of farmer lads the days of his boy- 
hood and youth were passed and he acquired his 
education in the common schools, At the age of 
twenty he began life for himself, embarking in 
the bakery business in partnership with his brother 
Jolin in Racine. During the time of their business 
connection he gained practical ideas concering 
bakeries and restaurants and in 1888, established 


but has never sought office for himself. Socially 
he is a member of the Odd Fellows fraternity and 
of the Modern Woodmen. He is meeting with 
excellent success in his business undertakings and 
his prosperity is well deserved. 


— SS kee Seer eS 


IN AUL BOHN, who for many years has been 
) clerk in the office of the Superintendent 
of the Racine Southwestern Division of 
the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Rail- 
road Company, was born near Cologne, Prussia, 
February 1, 1837, and is a son of Peter and Mary 
(Lenz) Bohn. His parents were also natives of 
Prussia, aud were born in the vicinity of Cologne. 
In 1841 they emigrated to the United States, and 
after spending three years in Buffalo, N. Y., re- 
moved to Chicago, but not being favorably im- 
pressed with that locality they came to Racine. 
Mr. Bohn, Sr., was a carpenter and builder and in 
this city was employed at his trade. His family 
consisted of his wife and seven children, four sons 
and three daughters. Mary, the eldest, died in in- 


fancy, as did also Catherine, the second in order of 


bnsiness for himself in Kenosha. He keeps on hand 


all kinds of bakery goods found in well appointed 


establishments, together with confectionery and a | 


fine line of cigars and tobacco. He isa wide awake 
and enterprising young business man and receives 
a liberal patronage from the public. 

On the 3d of June, 1884, in Racine. Mr. Halber- 
stadt was united in marriage with Miss Bertha 
Kaiser, a native of that city, born May 12, 1867. 
Unto them were born three children, but Lewis is 
now deceased. Charles and Stephen are yet with 
their father. The mother passed away on the 4th 


of February, 1890, and her remains were interred ' 


in the cemetery of Racine. She was a member of 
the German Lutheran Church and left many friends 
to mourn her loss. 

In his political affiliations, Mr. Halberstadt is a 


Republican, having supported that party since he | 


attained his majority. As every true American 
citizen should do he feels an interest in its success, 


birth; Barbara was the wife of Theodore Koch, and 
died in 1856: the eldest brother, Joseph, married 
Catharine Koch; John married Clara Thom and 
resides in Racine; Paul, of this sketch is the next 
younger; Michael married Helen Green and makes 
his home in the same city. 

Our subject was a child of four summers when, 
with his parents, he crossed the Atlantic to Amer- 
ica, and was ouly seven years of age when the 
family located in Racine. Here he was educated 
in the German and public schools and in 1853 be- 
gan railroading, being engaged as clerk for the 
old Racine & Mississippi Railroad, prior to the 
complete organization of that company. He 
worked as clerk and assistant treasurer under 
William M. Perine, and held that position about a 
a year. He was next assigned to a clerkship in 
the company’s freight depot at Racine and was 
connected with that department for one year, 


| after which he went to the general freight depart- 


ment of the company. He next spent sixteen 


years in the freight and ticket auditor's depart- 
ments and the twenty succeeding years of his life 
were passed with D. A. Olin, Superintendent, as 
clerk and bookkeeper. 


On the 21st of June, 1858, in Racine, Mr. Bohn | 
was united in marriage with Miss Anna Helena | 


Pitzen, who was born near the birthplace of her 
husband in Germany, and is a daughter of God- 
hard and Catharine Pitzen. Her father is now de- 
ceased but her mother is still living. Eight chil- 
dren have been born unto Mr. and Mrs. Bohn, but 
the two eldest, Peter and Joseph, have passed 
away. Mary Ann is the wife of Hubert Van Bree 
of this city; Paul T. is a resident of Chicago; 
Catherine is the wife of George Dubuque, of Mil- 
waukee; Helena is the wife of Hubert Mack, of 
Racine; Eva and Joseph are still at home. 

Mr. Bohn and his family are members of St. 
Joseph's Catholic Church of this city, and in poli- 
tics he is a supporter of Democratic principles. He 
was a member of the Common Council for two 
years and of the Board of Education of Racine for 
fourteen years, being President of that body for 
one year. He belongs to the Catholic Knights of 
Wisconsin. His long continued service with one 
company indicates his faithfulness and fidelity to 
duty, and plainly tells of the capable manner in 
which he discharges the tasks devolving upon him. 


— A —_a A _ — — 
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UGUST WILLIAMSON, a farmer and 

dairyman residing on section 25, Mt. 

Pleasant Township, Racine County, is a 

native of Germany. He was born on the 
16th of October, 1846, and is the only son in a 
family of four children whose parents were John 
C. and Charlotte (Schroeder) Williamson, also 
natives of Germany. They were married in that 
country where their childhood had been passed 
and in 1847 crossed the broad ocean to America. 
They landed in New York and at once made their 
way Westward, spending the succeeding winter 
near Chicago, Ili. In the spring of 1848 they 
came to Wisconsin and in Racine County Mr. 
Williamson purchased a tract of wild land located 
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in the town of Mt. Pleasant, which he cleared and 
improved, making of it a good farm. He com- 
menced in very poor circumstances, however. The 
forty acres which he bought he made but a small 
payment upon and many privations and hardships 
were endured by the family during the first few 
years of their residence in Racine County, brt in 


| course of time the land began yielding a ready 


return for the care and cultivation bestowed upon 
it and in consequence the financial resources were 
increased. Mr. Williamson at length became well 
situated and upon the farm which he developed 
from new land he made his home until his death, 
which occurred in 1885. His wife survived him 
for three years. Of their three daughters, Caroline, 
the eldest, grew to mature years, was married and 
died in this county; Mary is the wife of Hiram 
Ritter, who is engaged in business in Racine, and 
Matilda is the wife of Ernest Strangman, a resi- 
dent farmer of Caledonia Township. 

The subject of this sketch was not yet two years 
old when brought by his parents to Racine County 
and upon the farm which his father purchased he 
was reared to manhood. Early was he inured to 
the hard labor of developing a new farm, and, 
working thus in the summer months, in the winter 
season he attended the district schools of the 
neighborhood where his education was acquired. 
He remained with his father until his death, but 
for some years previous had operated and carried 
on the home farin. 

In Racine, on the 6th of June, 1872, Mr. Will- 
iamson was united in marriage with Miss Ellen 
Piper, daughter of August Piper, one of the sub- 
stantial agriculturists of Kenosha County, whose 
sketch appears elsewhere in this work. The lady 
is a native of Kenosha County. By her marriage 
she has become the mother of seven children, all 
sons—Henry, Albert, Charles, George, Otto, August 
and Walter. The family circle yet remains un- 
broken, all of the children being at home. e 

Mr. Williamson is regarded as one of the sub- 
stantial and enterprising farmers of the town of 
Mt. Pleasant and when we look upon his home we 
see that the reputation is deserved. He owns a 
fine farm of one hundred and sixteen and one-half 
acres of arable land, the greater part of which is 
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under a high state of cultivation, and among the 
excellent improvements there seen is a good frame 
residence, commodious barns and other outbuild- 
ings. 
good grades of stock, and since March, 1891, has 
engayed in the dairy business, in which he is meet- 
ing with fair success. The neat appearance of the 
place indicates the thrift and industry of the owner 
and shows that his work is not neglected in any 
His life has been a busy and useful one, yet 
he finds time to inform himself concerning public 
interests. 


way. 


He is a hearty supporter of the school 
system, believes in providing competent teachers 
and thus provide all with an oppor- 
tunity for securing an education. He has very 
ellicientiy served as a member of the School Board 
and is now District Clerk. In his political views 
he is a Republican, having supported that party 
since he became a voter and his first Presidential 
ballot was cast for Gen. U. S. Grant, 


children 


He and his 
estimable wife are members of the Lutheran Church. 


Wis., is the junior member of the law firm of 
Hand & Flett. He was born on one of the 


Orkney Islands on the 12th of September, 1846, | 


and when a lad of nine years came to the United 
States wit': his parents, James and Ann (Heddle) 
Flett, who located in Kenosha County. The his- 
tory of their lives is given on another page of this 
work. 


In his boyhood days, our subject was inured to | 


the hardships of farm life. After attending the 
district schools and pursuing a course in the Racine 


High School, he entered Oberlin College of Oberlin, | 


Ohio, from which institution he was graduated 
"with the degree of A. B. in 1875. 
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He also has a good bearing orchard, raises | 


For the two | 


years following he filled the position of Superin- | 


tendent of the Kenosha schools, after which he was | 


made Principal of the Elk Horn schools in Wal- 
worth County, Wis., serving in that capacity for | 


two years. It was his desire, however, to engage 


in the legal profession and in the meantime he had | 


spent his vacations and his leisure hoursin reading 
law. ‘To better equip himself for that profession 
he took a course in the law department of the 
State University in Madison, from which he grad- 
uated in the Class of ’80. Locating in Racine, Mr. 
Flett here opened an office and has since contin- 
uously engaged in the practice of law. In 1882, a 
partnership was formed with Judge E. O. Hand, 
which bas been continued uninterrupted for about 
ten years, and it is generally conceded that they 
are among the foremost attorneys at the Racine 
County Bar. 

At Elk Horn, Wis., Mr. Flett was united in mar- 
riage with Miss Louise Townsend, a native of Wal. 
worth County. Their union was celebrated in 
September, 1882, and unto them have been born 
two daughters—Bessie and Julia. Mrs. Flett is a 
member of the Episcopal Church and a lady held 
in high esteem by her many friends. 

In 1886. Mr. Flett was elected to the office of 
City Attorney and on the expiration of his term 
was re-elected three successive times, serving in 
that position for four years, Though not a poli- 
tician in the sense of office-seeking, he takes a deep 
interest in the triumph of the principles of the 
Republican party and is well informed concerning 
the politieal history of the country and the issues 
of the day. He has been a close student of his 
profession and by deserved merit has won tlie 
reputation accorded him asa leading member of 
the Racine County bar. In professional life, as 
well as in other relations, be is not given to many 
words and is commendably void of ostentation. 


¿AR ST y 
* AS 


A ILLIAM II. SAUNDERS, A. M., M. D., 
W who is engaged in the practice of medicine 

WW in Kenosha, as one of the most prominent 
physicians of the city, was born in Philadelphia, 
Pa., November 14, 1840, and is a son of William 
S. and Sarah D. (Davis) Saunders. In tracing 
back the ancestry we find that the Saunders family 
is of English origin and was founded in this coun- 
try some two hundred thirty years ago, the Ameri- 
can progenitors settling in the old Bay State. The 
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parents of our subject were both born in Massa- | 


chusetts. Mrs. Saunders’ father was a skilled | 


mechanic in the Springfield Armory. On leaving 
his native State, Mr. Saunders, Sr., removed to 


| 


Philadelphia, Pa., where he engaged in merchand- | 


ising for a number of years, when in 1837, he 
sought a home in the West. Taking up his resi- 


dence in Ann Arbor, Mich., he there again engaged 
in mercantile pursuits until 1861, when he removed | 


to Chicago. 


In connection with his brother he then | 


carried on three stores, one in Boston, Mass., an- | 
other in Memphis, Tenn.,and the third in Chicago, | 


but the sudden drop in prices at the close of the 
war caused them to sell out. In 1868, Mr. Saun- 


last days. 


gave little attention to politics, caring nothing for | 


public office. 
and afterwards the Republican candidates. 
Mr. Saunders and his wife were members of the 
Congregational Church, His death occurred at the 
age of seventy-two years and she departed this 
life when sixty-eight years of age. 

In the family of this worthy couple were five 
children, the eldest of whom is the Doctor. Eben 


Iowa; Mrs, J. V. Quarles, Mrs. S. F. Frazer and 
Florence I. complete the family. 


His vote supported the Whig party | 
Both 
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rence, Kas., he organized the chemical department 
of the Kansas State University and held the chair 
in it for three years. Dr. Saunders has engaged in 
practice for the long period of twenty-seven years,is 
accounted one of the leading physicians of Keno- 
sha and in accordance with that reputation has a 
liberal patronage. In politics he isa supporter of 
Democratic principles. 


rs EX Ea 


| { pILLIAM EVERINGTON BURGESS is a 
W prominent farmer of Somers Township, re- 
ders came to Kenosha and in this city spent his WW 

He was a prominent business man but | 


siding on section 8,and a worthy repre- 
sentative of one of the pioneer families of Kenosha 
County, the history of which would be incomplete 
without this mention. Our subject was born in 
Erie County, N. Y., May 2, 1830. The family is 
of English descent and was probably founded in 
America in early Colonial days, for the grande 
father of our subjcet was a native of New Eng- 
land. 
Benjamin Burgess, father of William, was born 


in Vermont, and when a young man went to New- 
S. is engaged in the jewelry business in Wyoming, ' 


The snbject of this sketch acquired his education ' 


in an academy near Ann Arbor, Mich., and in the 
literary department of the Michigan University, 
which he entered in 1856, and from which he was 
graduated in 1861, with the degree of A. B. Be- 
coming possessed of a desire to engage in the prac- 
tice of medicine, a year later he entered the medi- 


York. He was twice married, his second union 
being with Amanda Foster, a native of the Empire 
State and a daughter of Alfred Foster, a mechanic 
and weil-known citizen of the community in which 
he resided. After a few years’ residence in Erie 
County, N. Y., Mr. Burgess removed to Oswego 


| County, where he was engaged in the milling busi- 


ness, and manufacture of lumber for a number of 


| years, Alfred Foster came to Wisconsin in 1835, 


eal department of the same institution and was | 


graduated from that course in 1865. 


He entered | 


upon practice in Lawrence, Kan., where he re- | 


mained for ten years or until December, 1875, when 
he came to Kenosha and opened an office. 


County. 
and the Doctor belongs to the Unitarian Church. 
He has served as City Physician for several years 


and has been the examining physician for several 


leading life insurance companies. While in Law- 


to make locations for friends, and finally took up 
his residence in Kenosha County, where he resided 
until his death. Benjamin Burgess and his family 
followed him in 1836. They started in the month 
of February with teams and sleighs, and from 


Michigan continued to journey with wagons, at 
The following year, Dr. Saunders married Mrs. | 
Harriet Lusk, one of the carly settlers of Kenosha | 


She isa member of the Episcopal Church 


length arriving in the town of Southport, now 
known as Kenosha, on the 9th of March. He made 
a location in what is now the town of Somers, 
where he took a claim and built a mill engaging 
in the manufacture of lumber. The family en- 
dured much exposure, suffered from sickness and 


many privations came upon them during the first 
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their cabin could be built. As the result of this ex- 
posure, Mr. Burgess died after two years, in March, 
1837. His widow then carried on the business 
and when the land came into market paid for the 
same. She reared her family and lived to an ad- 
vanced age. She passed away in 
her eighty-eighth year. In the family were two 
sons and two daughters. Martha is the deceased 
wife of Charles Ticknor, of Racine; Belinda mar- 
ried Thomas Dow, of Racine; and Cyrus, a sailor 
on the lakes, met his death by drowning. 

William E. Burgess, the eldest of the family, 
during his boyhood aided his mother in carrying 
on the farm, and as soon as old enough worked 
out asa farm hand, his earnings going toward the 
support of the family. His educational advantages 
were necessarily very limited and after he was 
grown, he spent one year in the Kenosha High 
School, under Prof. Harvey, afterward Governor. 
One of his. first ventures was in the milling busi- 
ness, and he engaged in the manufacture of lum- 
ber for several years. In the meantime he was 
married in Kenosha County, October 17, 1850, to 
Miss Jane R., daughter of Charles Leet, a pioneer, 
who aided in the delvopment and upbuilding of 
Kenosha County. She was born in Delphi, N. Y., 
and during her girlhood, came to Wisconsin in 
1837. 

When Mr. Burgess relinquished the milling busi- 


1887, when in 


— ' 


Mr. Burgess traveled 
for J. I. Case & Co., making sales and showing how 
to operate machines, where an experienced man 
was needed for that purpose. Since that time, 
he has devoted his energies chiefly to agricultural 
pursuits, 

Since attaining bis majority, Mr. Burgess has 
strenuously upheld the principles of the Repub- 
lican party, and has frequently served as delegate 
to the county conventions, his opinions being 
much sought for in the councils of the party. 
He has been honored with a number of official 
positions, having served as Assessor of Somers 
Township for fifteen consecutive years, was also 
Town Treasurer, and is now a member of the Board 
of Supervisors. These offices have been conferred 
upen him unsought, and their duties have ever 
been discharged with promptness and fidelity. 
He has also been officially connected with the 
schools of the community and has done much 
for the cause of education. 

Mrs. Burgess departed this life on the 3d of 
June, 1891. She was a most estimable lady of 
noble Christian character, and was an active worker 


| and consistant member of the Presbyterian Church. 


ness, he bought one hundred and sixty acres of | 


laud on which Somers station is now located, and 
in the three succeeding years, placed it under 
a high state of cultivation. 
the mill, having charge of that business for two 
years, after which he bought another farm. It 
was operated by Mr. Burgess for two years, and he 


then sold it and bought an eighty-acre tract of | 


timber land upon which he made his home fora 
similar period. 


She also belonged to the Woman’s Christian Tem- 
perance Union. For over forty years she proved 


| herself a true and faithful helpmate to her hus- 


band and was a friend to all those in need of the 
aid which she could bestow. The family num- 
bered ten children—Mary, wife of Dr. Frank Cogs- 
well, of Oaksdale, Wash.; Emma, wife of Charles 


| Buswell, of Lewiston, Minn.; Virginia, who keeps 


He then returned to 


Having cleared and improved it, | 


he sold at an advance of $36 on the acre, thus | 
realizing a handsome profit on his investment. In 


1870 he bought the farm which is now his home, 
fenced it, and has made the well-tilled fields yield 
him a golden tribute. 


This farm comprising two | 


hundred and twenty acres is a valuable one, 


pleasantly situated about a mile from Somers’ 


house for her father; Charles, who is married and 
follows farming in the town of Bristol; Edwin C., 
who is married and engaged in business in Mo- 
mence, Ill.; George, who aids in the operation of 
the home farm; William E., who is engaged in bus- 
iness in Chicago; Hattie, Burdette and Robert, all 
at home. 

Mr. Burgess commenced life a poor boy. He is 
both a self-educated and self-made man finan- 
cially. By his own labors and enterprise he has 


accumulated a large and valuable property and 
has aided his children in obtaining homes. He is 
now, practically, living a retired life, his sons hav- 
ing relieved him of the care of the farm. 


For 


more than half a century he has been a resident of 
Kenosha County, where he is regarded as a valued 
citizen. He isa man of unblemished character and 
sterling worth, social and genial in manner, and 
his friends throughout the community are many. 
At his hospitable home they delight to gather to 
do him honor and share in the good will and 
kindly cheer ever extended to the guests of the 
Burgess houschold. 


————— om. 


©) eral farming and stock-raising on section 29, 


6 = G. ADAMS, who is engaged in gen- 
iS) Caledonia Township, is numbered among 


the pioneer settlers of Racine County, having for | 


forty-four years made his home in this community. 
His parents came here in the day when Wisconsin 
was a territory. His father, Gilbert Adams, was 
born in Orange County, N. Y., and when quite a 
young lad was left an orphan. 
by relatives and the educational privileges which 
he received were very meagre. In the usual man- 
ner of farmer lads he spent his time, and after he 
had attained to mature years he was united in 


marriage in Seneca County, N. Y., with Miss A. J. | 


Parshall. The wedding journey of the young 


couple consisted of a trip to the then far West. | 


They located in Racine County in 1845, and pur- 
chased a tract of wild land. 
began their domestic life, living in true pioneer 


style,and while the wife performed the duties of | 
the household, the husband, in the early morning, | 
with bis ax upon his shoulder, started out to clear ' 


the land. Acre after acre was plowed and planted, 
and in course of time abundant barvests were gar- 
nered as the reward of his labors. He also engaged 


quite extensively in the breeding and training of | 


fast stock. He brought some fast horses to this 
county and had a track upon his farm. 


mendable interest in all public affairs calculated to 
benefit or upbuild the community. He started in 


life, poor, but by his own industry and ability won | 


ahandsome competence. He remained upon the 
old homestead farm until his death, which occurred 
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He was then reared | 
| of its growth and upbuilding. 
| back to the days when Racine was a small town, 
| when the neighbors were widely scattered and when 


Ina log cabin they | 


In polities | 
he was a Democrat, and a man who took a com- | 
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in 1881. His wife is still living, and has since 
married Henry B. Roberts. 

Our subject had no sisters, and but one brother, 
George P., who died in Arizona. Terrey G. 
Adams was born on the old home farm in Caledonia 
Township in 1847, and among the wild scenes of 
pioneer life, was reared tomanhood. His primary 
education, acquired in the district schools, was sup- 
plemented by a course in the Racine High School, 
and when his education was completed he returned 
to the farm and aided in its cultivation. Ere his 


_ father’s death he took upon himself its care and 
| management, and is now regarded as one of the 


leading agriculturists of the community. He owns 
a comfortable home situated in the midst of one 
hundred and sixty-seven acres of valuable land, 
which is improved with good buildings. In addi- 
tion to general farming, he engages in stock-raising, 


| and keeps on hand good grades of horses and cat- 


tle. 

Many changes have occurred during Mr. Adam’s 
residence in the county, and he has witnessed much 
Iiis memory goes 


much of the land was in an unimproved condition. 
He has ever borne his partin the work of progress, 
and has identified himself with the hest interests 
of the community. An influential citizen, he gives 
his support on the right side of every question, 
and thus leads others to follow his example. In 
politics he is a Democrat, and often attends the 
county and district conventions of his party. His 
first Presidential vote was cast for Seymour. He 
is also a member of the Modern Woodmen, and is 
eonnected with the Fraternal Alliance. 

In 1872, Mr. Adams was united in marriage with 
Miss Ella Sears, daughter of Lewis Sears, one of the 
pioneers of Caledonia Township, where she was 
born. She was the youngest in a family of six 
children—two sons and four daughters, born unto 
Lewis and Achsah (Miles) Sears. There are four 
yet living—Daniel, whose sketch appears elsewhere, 
Lydia, who resides in Racine, Wis, Edgar, a resi- 
dent of Ripon, N. Dak., is married and is an agri- 
culturist; Mrs. Adams is next. 

The father was a native of the old Bay State. 


— — nn m a 


year 1860. The mother residesin Racine. Mrs. 
Adams’ parents emigrated to Wisconsin, about 
1842, and located in Racine County, Caledonia 
Township. Mrs. Adams was reared on the farm 
and was educated in the common schools. The 
home of the Adams family is one of cordial hospi- 
tality. 

Their union has been blessed with three children: 
Jessie M., George G. and Carrie L., and the family 
circle yet remains unbroken. Its members hold a 
high position in the social world, and are widely 
and favorably known throughout this community. 


* = — 


ULIUS LUECK. an early settler of Racine 
County, and for many years a public official, 
a both in town and county, now resides in the 
N City of Racine. He was born in the village 
of Selnow, Prussia, April 12, 1822, and is a son of 
Frederick William Lueck. His father was a farmer 
and Julius was reared to that life. He also re- 
ceived a fair education in the grammar schools of 
his native province and served a rrgular appren- 
ticeship to the cabinet maker's trade. In 1841, 
he entered the Prussian Army, where he served as 
a soldier for two years and at the expiration of 
that time, he traveled and worked as a journey- 
man at his trade. Ile finally located in Saxony, 
where he made the acquaintance of Miss Christina 
Mertzdorf, a native of that country and a daugh- 
ter of Christian Mertzdorf. A marriage ceremony 
performed on the 28th of March, 1846 united 
their destinies. 

After his marriage Mr. Lueck settled in Saxony, 
forgetting that he still owed allegiance to Prussia, 
until one day he learned that his presence was 
required as a soldier of the Prussian Army. Not 
feeling disposed to obey the summons, he fled to 
America. This was during the turbulent times in 
1848 in Germany. He sailed from Hamburg early 
in May of that yearand after a voyage of eleven 
and a half weeks landed in New York. The 
supply of food and water ran short long before the 
vessel reached its destination and accordingly, her 


passengers suffered severely. After his arrival in 
this country, Mr. Lueck came at once to Wisconsin 
locating in Milwaukee in July, 1848, but being 
unable to secure employment at his trade he 
turned his attention to carpenter work and in that 
line found plenty to do. In 1852, he took a con- 
tract to build a brewery in Burlington, Wis., which 
he completed in due time, it being the first brewery 
in that city. The little town pleased him so much 
that he decided to make it his home. On settling 
in Burlington he worked at his trade. He was 
there elected to various local offices, for nine years 
he was Assessor of that town and was Treasurer at 
the same time. Ile was also Chairman of the Town 
Board and represented his town on the County 
Board of Supervisors, also as Justice of the 
Peace. 

On the 4th of January, 1864, Mr. Lueck enlisted 
for the late war as a member of Company I, Thirty- 
fifth Regiment, Wisconsin Volunteers and served 
until April, 1866. He was promoted from private 
to First Sergeant and was commissioned Second 
Lieutenant, but was not mustered in as such. Be- 
fore his enlistment the beauty of Brown's Lake, 
near Burlington attracted his admiration; he 
moved on the island and made his home there 
for six years. Mr. and Mrs. Lueck had a family 
of eleven children, but only four are now living, 
three daughters and a son. Julius, their eldest 
son, was a member of the First Wisconsin Infantry 
and was killed at the battle of Perryville, Ky., on 
the 8th of October, 1862; Paulina is the wife of 
Jacob Helgert, of Galena, Ill.; Bertha married 
Hobart Wagner, of Burlington; Emily 1s the wife 
of Tobias Lueck, a photographer of Oshkosh; 
William H. wedded Mary Arndt and they had one 
child, but the mother and child are both now de- 
ceased. William is his father’s partner in the real 
estate and insurance business in Racine. 

Mr. Lueck is an old-time Democrat but some 
times votes for a friend on the other side in local 
elections. In 1870 and: 187I, he was a member of 


the County Board of Supervisors, and in 1874 was 
elected County Treasurer, holding that office for 
one term of two years. The County Board ap- 
pointed him Superintendent of the Poor for Ravine 
County, and he served in that position for six 


years. He was Deputy Register of Deeds for three 
terms, under Messrs. Hyde, Bowen and West and 
in 1885 was appointed Deputy United States Re- 
venue Collector, which office he filled four years. 
At the expiration of that term he engaged in the 
insurance and real-estate business in Racine, in 
company with his son, which he has continued to 
the present time. In 1890, he was elected County 
Coroner and is now serving in that capacity. In 
every position of public trust which Mr. Lueck has 
been called upon to fill, he has discharged his du- 
ties with ability and fidelity and his many years in 
public office have given him a wide acquaintance 
among the leading men of the county. 
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RANK J. POPE, M. D.. who is engaged in 
K the practice of his profession in Racine, 
= was born in Pittsburg, Pa., November 2, 
1853, and is a son of Rev. Christian and Emeline 
(Hagen) Pope. The great-grandfather, George 
Poppe, was a Hessian soldier under Gen. Kecker, 
and was surrendered under Cornwallis to the vic- 
torious American troops. He located in German- 
town, Pa., where he married Miss Baumann, by 
whom he had two children, a son and daughter- 
He acquired a competence and served as a musician 
in the regimental band. With his wife and chil- 
dren he sailed for Bareuth, Bavaria, but off the 
coast of Ireland the ship was wrecked and his wife 
and daughter were lost and all his worldly effects 
destroyed. He and his son made their way to 
Dublin where he gave music lessons and in this 
way accumulated some money. Ile then revisited 
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his old home, after which he returned to Pennsyl- | 
vania with his son George who cared for the father | 


until his death. During the last years of his life, 
the old man was blind, the loss of his eye-sight 
being caused from an injury received in the wreck 
at sea. His memoirs are in the archives of Ba- 
reuth, Bavaria. The name was originally spelled 
as given above. The son, George, was also a 
teacher of music. He married a lady of German 
descent and died at the age of forty-five years, 
leaving five children—Rev. Christian 


of this | 


sketch; Frank, a banker of Vienna, Austria; Charles 
who is a manufacturer of Birmingham, England; 
Ella who is married and lives in this country; and 
Frederick, a high church official in Bavaria. 

Rev. Christian Pope was born August 5, 1828, 
in Pennsylvania. He had fine educational advan- 
tagos. When a young man he was sent to the 
University of Erlangen, Bavaria, where the Pope 
family havea perpetual scholarship. From the 
of the mother of the old musician, 
there was left to the a sum of 
for that purpose and of the privi- 
leges thus offered both Christian and his 
brother Frederick availed themselves. The father 
of our subject having completed a most excellent 
and thorough course of study, returned to the 
United States in 1848. Previous to sailing 
Mr. Pope had married in Bavaria, on the 18th of 
June, of that year, the lady of his choice being 
Miss Hagen, a native of Ragensburg, Bavaria, born 
May 18, 1830, Their wedding journey consisted 
of their trip to America and for seventy-two days 
Since his return Mr. 


estate 
college 
money 


they were upon the water. 
Pope has engaged in the work of the ministry of 
the German Lutheran Church and prior to the 
war was a missionary in the south. His wife is 
also a member of that church and they are now 
residents of Wrightstown, Brown County, Wis. 
He was formerly a Republican in political senti- 
ment but in 1890 joined the ranks of the Demo- 
cracy. In their family were fourteen children but 
seven died in childbood. The remaining seven 
all grew to mature yearsand yet abide, namely: 
Anna, wife of Rev. J. Hase of Fort Atkinson, 
Wis.; Frank J. of this sketch; Sophia, wife of Aug- 
ust Zimmerman, a resident of Wrightstown, Wis.; 
Rev. Fred, of Baraboo, Wis.; Godfrey, a druggist 
of Wrightstown; Rosa, wife of A. Duckeshein, 
principal of the Waukesha Reform School; and 
Charles, a druggist in Wrightstown. 

We now take upthe personal history of our 
subject whois a leading practitioner of Racine. 
He was educated in public and private schools 
and when seventeen years of age read medicine 
with Dr. J. C. Noyes of Oshkosh, Wis., preparatory 
to entering Rush Medical College, in which he 
became a student in 1873. After attending three 
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courses of lectures he was graduated from that 
institution in 1875 and over a year and a half 
practiced in Chicago. He then came to Racine, 
opening an office in this city in October, 1876, 
and for almost sixteen years has engaged in that 
practice of his chosen profession with excellent 
success. 

On the 18th of September, 1877, in Racine, Dr. 
Pope was united in marriage with Miss Eugenia 
Wolfhuegel, a native of Alsace, France, born 
March 18th, 1858. Her father, at the time of his 
death, was a judge of Algiers and her brother is 
lieutenant in a company of Zouaves in Africa. 
Unto the Doctor and his estimable wife have been 
born six children, five of whom are yet living— 
Edgar, Frank, Rosa, Louis and Nora. The other 
child died in infancy. 

Dr. Pope is a Democrat in political sentiment 
and his wife isa member of the Luthern Church. 
He has served as city physician and for the past 
ten years has been a member of the Board of 
Health. Hehas met witha liberal patronage in 
his profession which 1s richly deserved as he keeps 
well abreast with all the discoveries and improve- 
ments in the science and possesses superior skill 
and ability. 


I OHN LINDEMANN, who is engaged in 
| contracting and building in Kenosha, is a 
® native of Germany. He was born in Sax- 
I ony, June 15, 1838, and is one of six chil- 
dren, whose parents were Peter and Elizabeth 
(Weaver) Lindemann. His father was a contractor 
in the Fatherland. In 1856, accompanied by his 
brother and wife, he crossed the Atlantic to Amér- 
ica, and at the breaking out of the late war left 
home, being never again heard from. Mrs. Linde- 
mann died at the home of our subject in 1866, 
at the age of sixty-six years. Only four of their 
family grew to maturity. The first to come to 
the United States was Mrs. Mary Catharine Chris- 
man, who crossed the Atlantic in 1848, and now 
lives in Kenosha. In 1856 our subject and his 


brother came to America and settled in Kenosha, 
where Nicholas died in 1885. In 1871 Mrs. Anna 
B. Kerchner, who resides in Somers Township, 
Kenosha County, first landed in the New World. 

John Lindemann is the youngest of the fam- 
ily. He received his education in a school that 
well fitted him for the practical life he has led. 
When fourteen years of age he began learning the 
carpenter’s trade, serving three years in his fa- 
ther’s shop, and after working a year elsewhere 
he bade good-by to Germany and in 1856 crossed 
the briny deep. His first location was made in 
Kenosha, and as he could find nothing to do at 
his trade he worked for atime on a farm, after 
which he helped to hew with a broad-ax staves 
for the vats in a Kenosha brewery. By accident 
he cut off one of his great toes, and during his 
enforced idleness his savings of several months 
were all expended. Since his recovery he has 
followed the carpenter's trade and is now a lead- 
ing contractor and builder. In 1860 he began 
taking contracts from time to time, and in 1864 
he and his brother Nicholas began devoting them- 
selves to contracting, their partnership continu- 
ing until his brother's death in 1885. Since that 
time Mr. Lindemann’s son Charles has been asso- 
ciated with him under the firm name of John 
Lindemann & Son, and they are recognized as 
leading contractors of Kenosha. Under contract 
Mr. Lindemann has built some twelve stores in 
that city besides the German Lutheran Church, 
parsonage and schoolhouse, together with many 
residences. During the summer season he employs 
as many as thirty hands. For three years after 
the Chicago fire he contracted in that city and 
was very successful. 

Mr. Lindemann was married in Chicago, August 
2, 1858, to Maria Theresa Miller, who was also 
born in Saxony, Germany, and in 1857 came to 
the United States. They became the parents of 
eight children, but only thr e are now living— 
Charles, who is a partner of his father; Augusta, 
wife of Ernst Stein, whose ome is in Kenosha; 
and Caroline, wife of Nich »las Coleman, of Ke- 
nosha. All of the family are members of the 
German Lutheran Church. In 1879 Mrs. Linde- 


mann visited her old home in Saxony and soon 
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after "e return to secta — 
her death occurring March 12, 1880. 

In 1885 Mr. Lindemann and his youngest 
daughter returned to his native land, where he 
had the pleasure of meeting many old friends. 
In politics he is a Republican and a faithful and 
valued citizen. When the war broke out he 
offered his services to the Government, but was 
refused on account of that missing toe. One can 
go to war without patriotism but he must have 
his toes. Socially Mr. Lindemann is a member of 
the Odd Fellows Society and the United Workmen. 


this life, 


He has done well since coming here, and though | 
he started in life empty-handed now owns con- | 


siderable property of value. Among his fellow- 
countrymen he is quite prominent and is es- 
teemed by the citizens generally. 


le) ON. HORATIO T. TAYLOR, a prominent 
pioneer of Racine of 1841, was born in 
D Batavia, Genesee County, N. Y., on the 
13th of June, 1827, and comes of New 


England parentage. His father, George E. Taylor, 
was born at Sackett’s Harbor, N. Y.,and on attain- 


ing to mature years wedded Miss Lydia Markham, | 


who was born near the same place. 
The boyhood days of our subject were passed 
mid play and work and he was fitted for life's 


duties by an academic education acquired at the | 


academy in Rochester, and that at Clarence Hol- 
low, near Buffalo. In 1841, when fourteen years 
of age, he came to Racine and entered upon his 
business career in the West as salesman for the 
firm of Lee & Dixon, general merchants, proprietors 
of the only mercantile house of importance in 
the place. The town had been laid out buta few 
years previous and was only just then rising to 
the dignity of villagehood. Mr. Taylor continued 
his relations with Lee & Dixon for ten years, a 


fact which attests his faithfulness to duty, and in | 


1851, engaged in the grocery and provision trade 
at Racine which he continued for thirty years. 
His frugality and industry when a clerk enabled 
him to embark in business for himself and as a mer- 


| chant he met with nina success, securing a 
liberal patıonage by his courteous treatment and 


fair and honest dealing. During this same period, 
he held various official positions. 

It was in 1857 that Mr. Taylor accepted the posi- 
tion of under-Sheriff of Racine County, in which 
capacity he served four years, when in the fall of 
1860, he was elected Sheriff, entering upon the 
duties of the oflice January 1, 1861. He continued 
in that position two years. While serving as un- 
der-Sheriff, he was also Deputy United States Mar- 
shal. In the fall of 1862, he was elected to the Lower 
House of the Wisconsin Legislature and served 
during the sessions of 1863 and 1864, being a 
member of several important committees. For 
some years he has been a member of the Board of 


| Education of Racine and also a member of the 


Board of Supervisors for some years. In political 
sentiment Mr. Taylor was an anti-slavery Demo- 
crat until the repeal of the Missouri Compromise, 
when he ceased to claim any relationship to that 
party and at the formation of the Republican 
party he was among the first to tender his allegi- 
ance to the new organization. He has since been 
steadfast in his loyalty to Republican principles 
and has been active in support of the party in sun- 
shine and in storm. 

About 1875, Mr. Taylor went on the road as 
traveling agent for the J. I. Case Threshing Ma- 
chine Company, and for nine years was employed 
in that capacity. In 1886,he was employed in 
the stock department of that company, an import- 
antand responsible position as the company is 
one of the most extensive manufacturing corpora- 
tions in the West. 

A marriage ceremony was performed in Racine 
County, November 28, 1850, and the contracting 
parties were Horatio T.Taylor and Miss Maria Camp- 
bell, the latter a daughter of Owen Campbell. She 
was born in Westfield, Hampden County, Mass., and 
by her union became the mother of three children, 
two sons and a daughter—Charles G., the eldest, 
is now employed in the Wells, Fargo & Co. Bank 
of San Francisco, Cal.; Henry H., a traveling 
salesman of San Francisco, Cal.; and Ida L., who 
is now the wife of W. B. Dyer, station agent at 
Marion, Iowa, for the Chicago, Milwaukee & St, 
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paul Railroad Canine? 1876 Mr. Taylor 
was called upon to mourn the loss of his wife, 
whose death occurred in February of that year. 

In his social relations our subject is a Knight 
Templar Mason, a member of Racine Lodge, No. 
18, A. F. & A.M., Orient Chapter, No. 12, R. A. 
M., and Racine Commandry, No. 7, K. T. He has 
now been a resident of Racine for half a cen- 
tury and is widely known to its citizens as an 
upright, worthy man who with ability and fidelity 
has discharged every trust reposed in him, both of 
a public and private nature, and has held various 
positions of honor and trust. His connection 
with the Company has extended over a period of 
fifteen years and his retention in the responsible 
position of stock-keeper is evidence of the confi- 
dence and esteem in which he is held by the man- 
agers of that important manufacturing company. 


SSE HESS 


7 NHE FIRST NATIONAL BANK of Racine, 
GS Wis., the oldest financial institution of the 


Y city, had its origin in the Racine County 
Bank, which was organized November 15, 1853, 
and opened for the transaction of business in Jan- 
uary, following, with a capital of $100,000. The 
first officers of the bank were as follows: Reuben 
M. Norton, President; Curtis Mann, vice-President 
and George C. Northrop, cashier. Un the 16th of 
May, 1864, the Racine County Bank was changed 


to the First National Bank of Racine without any 


charge in its capital. Of the new concern, Hon., N. 
D. Fratt was made President; William H. Lathrop 
vice-President; and Darwin Andrews, cashier. Dur- 
ing the twenty-seven years of this bank’s success- 
ful business career there have been but two changes 
in its officials. Soon after the establishment of the 
bank, H. B. Munroe became cashier, and of recent 
date E. O. Hand was chosen vice-President in place 
of W. H. Lathrop, resigned making the present 
officers: Hon. N. D. Fratt, President; E. O. Hand, 
vce-President and H. B. Munroe, cashier. The 
voard of directors includes some of the best citizens 
of Racine, namely: N. D. Fratt, James H. Kelley, 
R. P. Howell, B. F. Weeks, H. B. Munroe, C. D. 
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Sinclair, F. W. ‘Klein, W. H. Andrews and E. O. 
Hand. Such has been the management and conse- 
quent prosperity of the bank that in addition to 
the regularly paid dividends it has accumulated u 
surplus of $100,000. Through the several panics, 
it has stood like a Gibraltar and though conserva- 
tive in its methods, ıt has proved a friend to the 
business prosperity of Racine. 
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I OSEPH McDONALD, d:ceased, was a native 
of the Emerald Isle. He was born in the 

¡ city of Belfast, Ireland, on the 11th of 
May, 1812, and was a son of David and 
Nancy (Wassen) McDonald, both of whom were 
natives of Ireland and of Scotch descent. In the 
common schools of the neighborhood our subject 
acquired his education and then began learning 
the stone cutter’s trade, which he followed for 
several years. He had two brothers and three 
sisters, being the fourth in order of birth in 
the family. The other members were Nancy, 
John, Jane, David and Mary. 

When a young man of eighteen years, Joseph 
McDonald bade good-by to home and friends and 
set sail for America. He made his first location in 
Boston, Mass., where he resided for eleven years, 
working at his trade. In the meantime in 1836, 
he led to the marriage altar Miss Ann O'Hara, 
daughter of Hugh and Grace (Gilmore) O'Hara. 
Five years of their married life they spent in the 
East, and in 1841 emigrated to the Territory of 
Wisconsin, traveling by way of the Great Lakes to 
Kenosha. Mr. McDonald had been successful in 
bis business undertakings in the East and now 
purchased two hundred acres of land on section 
18, Brighton Township, where the family now 
reside. To the cuitivation and development of 
his land he devoted his energies, and in course 
of time the well tilled fields were yielding him 
abundant harvests. 

Four children were born unto Mr. and Mrs. 
McDonald, the eldest of whom, David, is now 
station agent at Milton, Kan.; Mary is the second 
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in order of birth; Agnes is the wife of John 
Leach, a prominent farmer of Brighton Township, 
and Ann is the wife of Frank Heath, who is living 
in Lenox, Iowa. The mother of this family died 
in 1847, and Mr. McDonald was again married, 
his second union being with Miss Mary Ann 
Norris, daughter of Robert and Mary Norris, both 
of whom were natives of England. By the second 
union, which was celebrated on the 5th of Novem- 
ber, 1867, five children have been born— Joseph 
O., who resides at home and operates the farm for 
his mother; Willie N., who died August 12, 1884; 
John W., who is also at home; Minnie his twin 
sister, died August 30, 1872, and Emily L., who 
completes the family, is still with her mother. 

On the 14th of March, 1890, Mr. McDonald 
was called from this life and his remains were laid 
to rest in Burlington Cemetery. He was a man 
of sterling worth, and was held in the highest 
regard by all who knew him. In his death the 
county lost one of its best citizens, his neighbors 
a faithful friend, and his family a kind and loving 
husband and father. He was a faithful member 
of the Methodist Church and in political senti- 
ment was a supporter of Republican principles. 
His family still reside on the old home farm which 
he left to them, and are well and favorably known 
thoroughout the community, holding a high posi- 
lion in the social world. Mrs. McDonald still re- 
mains true to her husband’s memory, and devotes 
herself to the interests of her children. 


RI 


WOHN TRUMBULL, an honored pioneer set- 
tier of Racine County, now residing on sec- 

N tion 7, Caledonia Township, was born in 
Mansfield, Conn., on January 1, 1816, and 

comes from a family prominent in the history of 
his native State. Two brothers of English birth 
left their home across the water and came to Amer- 
ica in Colonial days. From these tke Trumbull 
family have sprung. One of the brothers, Jona- 
than Trumbull, who was the great-grandfather of 
our subject, was Governor of Connecticut for six- 
teen years. So influential and prominent a man 
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was he in the community that at the time of the 
Revolution $40,000 was offered for his head by 
Lord Howe. He was a graduate of Harvard Col- 
lege and his marked intelligence and superiority 
well fitted him to be a leader of tbe people. His 
death occurred August 17, 1785. His son, Jona- 
than Trumbull, L.L. D., was the grandfather of our 
subject. He too was a graduate of Harvard and a 
man of great prominence in Connecticut. He 
married Ellithea Williams, whose father was a 
signer of the Declaration of Independence. He was 
the first Commissary General in (he United States, 
being appointed to the position by Washington, 
was a member of the State Legislature and in 1790, 
was elected to Congress and chosen Speaker of the 
House. In 1794 he was a United States Senator 
and in 1796 became Lieutenant Governor of Con- 
necticut. Two years later he was elected Governor 
of the State and held that office for eleven years, 
being chief executive of Connecticut at the time 
of his death, which occurred in 1809, at the age of 
sixty-nine years. John Trumbull, a second cousin 
of our subject, was an Aide-de-Camp of Gen. 
Washington. He painted the great battle scenes 
of the war, which decorate the walls of the capitol 
building, costing $100,000. 

John Trumbull, the father of our subject, was 


born in Mansfield, Conn., in 1778, and his early 


life was spent in the usual manner of farmer lads. 
He learned the tanner’s trade and for many years 
engaged in the leather business. Removing to 
Mansfield, Conn., he built a tannery and there 
spent the remainder of his life. He died in 1842, 
at the age of sixty-four years. His wife, whose 
maiden name was Mary Tubbs, was also a native of 
Connecticut and survived her husband some six- 
teen years, Their family numbered six children: 
Charles who died in the Nutmeg State; Earl; Will- 
iam, who built the first tannerv in Milwaukee and 
for several years was employed in the Government 
survey, died in Connecticut; John of this sketch; 
Marinette died at the age of five years; Mary Jane, 
who married Charles Simpson, an official in the 
Custom House, New York, died at the age of 
twenty-three, leaving one daughter. Herhusband 
still resides in New York. 

John Trumbull, our subject, was reared to man- 
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hood under the parental roof and after attending 
the public schools further pursued his studies in 
Munson Academy and in select schools in his own 
town, after which he went to Cambridge, N. Y., 
where he was fitted for college. 
ther's trade of tanning and became foreman of the 
works. Later he engaged in the manufacture of 
silk goods, being the first to begin that industry in 
the United States. He imported raw silk from 
China and wove the first silk handkerchiefs made 
in this country. He first came West in 1839, and 
was the pioneer salesman of silks in Chicago and 
Milwaukee. He came to Wisconsin to visit his 
brother, who in the employ of the Government 
was surveying the road from Racine to Janesville, 
and brought with him $5,000 worth of goods 
which he disposed of in the cities above named. 
Subsequently he made several trips to and from 
Wisconsin before permanently locating and on 
those occasions invested in real estate. In 1858 he 
settled on his present farm. Here he bought wool 


shipping the first to market from Wisconsin. He | 


was the first to put silk on the spools and in the 
manufacture of silk in this country during its in- 
fancy. Since locating on his farm Mr. Trumbull 
has devoted his energies to the cultivation and de- 
velopment of the land and now has a valuable 
tract of one hundred and fifty acres, highly im- 
proved, situated on the old Milwaukee road. 

In Racine County, in 1865, Mr. Trumbull and 
Mrs. Emily Bushell were married; her maiden name 
being Hazelton. At the time of this marriage she 
was a widow with two sons—Robert E., paymaster 
in the J. J. Case plow factory and Lacey W., in- 
spector of plowsin the same concern. Both are 
holding responsible positions. Mrs. Trumbull is a 
native of Canada and a granddaughter of Elder 
Galusha, a famous Baptist preacher in Vermont. 
By her second marriage she has become the mother 
of four children: Pearly C., wife of Martin Burck- 
hardt of Minneapolis; Florence May, Mary J. and 
John W. The son attends to the greater part of 
the work connected with the management of the 
home farm. The children were provided with 
good educational advantages and thereby fitted 
for the practical duties of life. No family is more 
widely or favorably known in the community than 


He learned his fa- | 
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the Trumbull family and its members well deserve 
the high regard in which they are held. 

In early life Mr. Trumbull affiliated with the 
Whig party. He voted for William Henry Har- 
rison in 1840, and continued his support of that 
party until 1856, when he joined the ranks of the 
Republican party, of which he has since been a 
stalwart supporter. In its success he is deeply in- 
terested and his influence and labors tend to its 
advancement. For eleven consecutive years he 
has held the office of Justice of the Peace, a fact 
which indicates his faithfulness to duty. He is an 
honored member of the Old Settlers’ Association 
and has written much concerning the old settlers 
of Racine County. His wife is a member of the 
Baptist Church. Mr. Trumbull has a wide acquaint- 
ance embracing many of the leading men of the 
county and State. His life has been well and 
worthily spent and the community has been bene- 
fited by his residence in it. 
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I NSON L. KELLOGG, a well-known and 
highly respected citizen of Racine, well 
deserving of representation in this volume 

0) is a native of Connecticut. He was born 
in the town of Canaan, Litchfield County, on the 
on the 23d of June, 1837, and is a son of Albert 
B. and Rhoda (Lawrence) Kellogg. His father was 
born in Berkshire County, Mass., in 1796, and was 
of English descent. He died in 1885 at the ad- 
vanced age of eighty-nine years. The mother was 
born in Canaan, Litchfield County, Conn., and 
passed away in her native town in 1843. Mr. 
Kellogg, Sr., removed with his family, after the 
death of his wife, to White Pigeon, Mich., and 
thence to Henry County, IIL, settling at the point 
where now stands the city of Kewanee, where he 
spent the remainder of his days. 

Our subject was a lad of six summers when he 
accompanied his father to White Pigeon, Mich., 
and a lad of twelve years when he went with him 
to Kewanee, III. His educational privileges were 
only those afforded by the common schools. On 
the 25th of October, 1859, he came to Racine, 


where he learned the machinist’s trade and was 
engineer in the Threshing Machine Works of J. I. 

Case for three years. At the expiration of this | 
period he embarked in the photograph business in 
Racine, which be carried on for four years when 
he went to Lawrence, Kan. The cause of his re- 
moval was his wife’s health. He had been married 
in Janesville,Wis., on the 20th of November, 1866, 
to Miss Amanda M. Fish, daughter of Ira and Sal- 
lie A. Fish,who was born in Cayuga County, N. Y., 
and came to Wisconsin with her parents in child- 
hood. They were born near Auburn, N. Y., and 
the year 1846 witnessed their emigration to Janes- 
ville, where the father died in 1868 at the age of 
sixty-two years. ‘The same year the mother came 
to Racine and her death occurred in this city in 
1881 at the age of sixty-three years. As before 
stated the cause of Mr. Kellogg’s removal to Kan- 
sas was the hope of improving his wife’s health by 
a change of climate. He embarked in the agricul- 
tural implement business at Lawrence, which he 
carried on until 1877, when he returned with his 
family to Racine and throughout the ten succeed- 
ing years he was engaged in the book and station- 
ery business in this city. He then sold out and 
again became an employe of the J. I. Case Thresh- | 
ing Machine Company, which connection has con- 

tinued to the present time. He is employed in the 

separater machinery department and on special 

duty in other ways. : 

Mr. and Mrs. Kellogg have two children— 
Stephen Bull, who was named for his uncle, who 
was born in Lawrence, Kan., January 14. 1872, 
and Frank Anson, also a native of Lawrence, was 
born on the 6th of September, 1875. The par- 
ents are both members of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Racine, and in politics Mr. Kellogg is a 
stanch Republican but has never sought or desired 
public office. In his social relations he is a Knight 
Templar Mason, belonging to Racine Lodge No. | 
18, A. F. & A. M.; Orient Chapter No. 12. R. A. M., 
and Racine Commandery, No. 7, K. T. 

In all his business relations with his fellow-men, | 
Mr. Kellogg has ever been found upright and reli- 
able while, socially, he and his estimable wife have | 
many friends by their genial and hospitable ways. 
An event in their lives worthy of being recorded | 
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was the celebration of the twenty-fifth anniversary 
of their wedding, which occurred on the 20th of 
November, 1891, when their numerous friends re- 
membered with many elegant presents and spent a 
most enjoyable evening with them under their hos- 


| pitable roof. 
~ — —— Æ8b 
— a 


7 RA J. MCMULLEN, an employe of the Mitchell 
| d Lewis Company, wagon and carriage manu- 
A facturers of Racine, is a native of Canada. He 
was born in Ontario, July 17,1841, and is a son of 
William and Caroline (Rupert) McMullen. His 
father was also a native of Canada, but his mother 
was born in the State of New York. 

Ira J. learned the wood-turner’s trade in his na- 
tive country and the educational privileges which 
he received were those afforded by the public 
On the 14th of April, 1865, he came to 
Racine where he has since made his home. Soon 
afterward he secured a position with Thomas Fal- 
vey, manufacturer of fanning mills and later with 
Fish Bros., with whom he remained some time and 
then engaged with the company he is now with. 

Mr. McMullen was married in Racine on the Ist 
of November, 1865, the lady of his choice being 
Miss Mary Wratten, eldest child of Jacob Wratten, 
whose sketch appears elsewhere in this work. She 
was born in Racine and was educated in the public 
schools of this city. Their union has been blessed 
with one child, a daughter, Helen Rupert, who be- 
came the wife of Charles M. Smith, of Racine, Oc- 
tober 6, 1891. Mrs. McMullen and her daughter 
are members of St. Luke’s Episcopal Church. Po- 
litically, our subject is a Republican, who warmly 
advocates the principles of that party and isa 
member of Council No. 220, Royal Arcanum. He 
and his wife reside on the old family homestead of 
the mother where all her brothers and sisters were 
born and where their only child was born. Jacob 
Wratten built and occupied the old home in 1845. 
It is stillin good repair, commodious and comfort- 
able. 

Mr. McMullen is a good mechanic and no higher 
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testimonial of his fine workmanship could be 
given than the fact that he has found favor with 
his employers, by whom and his fellow-workmen 
he is held in high esteem. He has now resided in 
Racine for more than a quarter of a century and 
well deserves representation among the early set- 
tlers of the county. 


born in Somers Township, Kenosha County; 
on the 28th of June, 1854, and is the eldest living 
child of Hon. Milton H, and Caroline D, (Marsh) 
Pettit, whose sketch appears elsewhere in this work. 
Our subject was but ten months old when his 
parents moved to the city of Kenosha. His early 
education was acquired in the public schools, and 
a valuable boyhood experience was his service as 
page in the Senate, while his father was State 
Senator from this district. 

Having prepared for college, young Pettit 
entered the State University in Madison, Wis., 
where he pursued a regular course of study for 
three years, when the death of his father called 
him home. Having the business of the estate to 
look after, he was not permitted to return and 
complete his collegiate course and so gave his 
attention to business pursuits. When the M. H. 
Pettit Malting Company was organized in 1885, 
he was chosen its Vice-President, which position he 
has held continuously since. 

On the 25th of October, 1877, in Kenosha, Mr. 
Pettit was united in marriage with Miss Alma E. 
Robinson, daughter of Hon. Frederick Robinson, 
and a native of the city in which their union was 
celebrated. They now have four sons—Milton H., 
born May 22, 1881; Frederick R., March 22, 1883; 
Betholf M., September 29, 1885; and John H., the 
youngest, February 18th, 1890. 


is a member, and in social circles they rank high. 
Mr. Pettit is an honored member of the Masonic 
fraternity, being a Thirty-second degree Mason; 
belongs to the lodge and chapter of Kenosha; 


SIAN MARSH PETTIT, Mayor of Kenosha, 
| 0 and one of its most prominent citizens, was | 
\ 


The family at- 
tends the Episcopal Church, of which Mrs. Pettit | 
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Racine Commandery, of which he is Generalissimo 
and the Wisconsin Consistory. 


In political senti- 
ment he is a pronounced Republican, who takes an 
active interest in the success and growth of his 
party. On the 7th of April, 1891, he made the 
race for Mayor of Kenosha, and notwithstanding 
the city had over three hundred and fifty Demo- 
cratic majority, he was elected by one hundred 
and thirty-two votes, a fact which attests his pop- 
ularity among his fellow-townsmen. He is prov- 
ing an efticient and capable officer, and gives 
evidence of the fact that the faith reposed in him 
has not been misplaced. 

For the period of thirty-seven years, Mr. Pettit 
has been a resident of Kenosha, and for the last 
eighteen years has been prominently identified 
with the business interests of the city. From 
among his fellow-men he would be singled out on 
account of his personal appearance; tall, erect and 
portly, with a full face and high forehead, he pre- 
sents a fine specimen of manhood, and his charac- 
ter is not less inviting. 


ELBERT OSBORNE HAND, the 
present District Attorney of Racine Connty, 
isa pioneer of Wisconsin, and ıs the senior 

J practitioner at the Racine County Bar. A 
half century has elapsed since he first set foot on 
the fertile soil of what was then Wisconsin Terri- 
tory. The country was undeveloped as were also 
his then budding faculties, he being but eleven 
years of age. He is therefore distinctively a 
product of the West, and it is not too much to 
say, that the man, in thought and position, has 
kept pace with the rapid growth of the country. 

Judge Hand was born in New Lebanon, Colum- 
bia County, N. Y., November 29, 1830, and is de- 
scended from English ancestors on both his pater- 
nal and maternal sides. Both his grandfathers 
were natives of New York, whither their families 
had emigrated in an early day. The Judge’s 
father, John S. Hand, was born in 1804, in New 
Lebanon, N. Y., and his vocation was that of a 
mechanic, to which he devoted himself until his 
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removal West, when he turned his attention to | five children—Mary E., wife of John D. Rowland, 


farming. In New Lebanon he wedded Miss Emma 
J. Cowles, a native of that place, born in 1810. As 
before stated, she was of English extraction, and 
her grandfather served in the War of 1812. Until 
1841 Mr, Hand continued to reside in his native 
State, then believing he could better his condition 
in the West, came to Wisconsin and located in 
Walworth County, where be entered land and de- 
veloped a farm. He never sought places of public 
trust, but lived a quiet and useful life. Both he 
and his wife were members of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, and in politics he was a Whig, until 
the agitation of the slavery question, when he be- 
came a strong Abolitionist. Upon the rise of the 
Republican party, he identified himself therewith 
and ever adhered to its principles. His death oc- 
curred in 1875, his wife having passed away many 
years before, at the age of fifty-three. Of their 
nine children only three are yet living—Judge 
Hand; J. H., a farmer on the old homestead; and 
Mrs. Lucy Norton, who rcsides near Montfort, 
Ind. 

The Judge is the eldest of the children. Like 
most of the farmer lads of pioneer days, he spent 
his time in developing his physical manhood on 
the farm and in acquiring such rudiments of an 
education as the old-time schools furnished. But 
unlike most of the boys he improved his opportun- 
ities, for at the age of eighteen we find him in the 
school room as a teacher. In 1849 he drove an ox- 
team across the plains of California, at length ar- 
riving in Hangtown, now Placerville. Having 
mined with a fair degree of success in that vicin- 
ity, and on the North Fork of the American 
River, he returned in 1853 by the Panama route. 
Having prepared for college he entered the Sopho- 
more class of the State University at Madison and 
was graduated in 1859 with the degree of A. B. 
The following year was spent in the law-school of 
Albany, N. Y., from which institution he was grad- 
uated in 1860, 

In September of 1861 Mr. Hand, before leaving 
his native State, was married at Chatham to Miss 
Margaret S. Budd, a native of Rensselaer Co., N. Y. 
In December he brought his young bride to Racine, 
which has been their home ever since. They have 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


of Phillips, Wis-; Imogene F., wife of Charles H. 
Carpenter, of Racine; Elbert B., Jessie L. and 
Edith M. at home. 

After establishing himself in Racine, Judge Hand 
soon worked up a lucrative practice and came into 
public notice. In 1868 he was appointed County 
Judge by Gov, Fairchild and for three successive 
terms was elected by the voice of the people, hold- 
ing the position thirteen years in all, a longer 
period than it has been held by one person before 
or since. In 1890 he was elected District Attor- 
ney, receiving liberal support from all parties, 
Politically the Judge is a Democrat, though not a 
rank partisan. In religious belief he and his wife 
are Presbyterians. At the Bar and in pluces of 
public trust the course of Judge Hand has been 
such as to win him general confidence and high 
esteem. Both as a public speaker and as a lawyer, 
he stands in the foremost rank. Shrewd and far- 
sighted in the management of a case, well versed 
in law and with a decided tendency to combative- 
ness, he seldom takes a position from which he 1s 
compelled to withdraw. ‘The determination and 
persistent effort that made him a self-educated 
man have also developed the able, forceful attor- 
ney-at-law. 


HAAR SHELDON, a prominent farmer and 
O nurseryman of Raymond Township, Racine 
‘SY County, resides on section 31, where he 
owns a valuable ninety -acre tract. His farm is one of 
the best in the community and its well tilled fields 
surround good buildings, which stand as monu- 
ments to the thrift and enterprise of the owner. 
In addition to a commodious and pleasant resi- 
dence there are good barns and other outbuildings 


the latest improved machinery and all the access- 


ories of a model farm of the nineteenth century. Our 
subject does not now personally operate the farm, 
his son managing the business while he is practi- 
cally living a retired life. 

Mr. Sheldon was born in Cayuga County, N. Y., 
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November 15, 1820, and is of English descent. | and joiner's trade. He married Miss Lydia Doug- 


The family was founded by three brothers of Eng- 


lish birth who in early colonial days braved the | 


dangers of an ocean voyage to make homes in the 
New World. They settled in Rhode Island but 
their descendants are now widely scattered in this 
country. The father of our subject, Sylvester 
Sheldon was born in Connecticut, where he grew 
to manhood upon a farm. He married Anna Shel- 
don of the same State and in an early day, with ox 
teams, they emigrated to central New York, blaz- 
ing their way through three miles of timber. In 


land was cleared until the light of day shown 
down upon acre after acre of well tilled fields. Mr. 
Sheldon spent the remainder of his days upon 
that farm, dying in the spring of 1861, at the 
age of cighty-two years. His wife had passed away 
some time previous. In public affairs, he took 
quite an active interest and served as Chairman of 
the Board of Supervisors in his township. In his 
business affairs he was quite successful and an im- 
portant source of income was his sawmill, which 
he operated in addition to the cultivation of his 
farm. His political sentiments in early years 
were those of the Whig party but he afterward 
espoused the cause of the new Republican party. 
In religious belief he was a Presbyterian and a life 
long member of the church. The five children of 
the Sheldon family were all born and reared on 


the old homestead in the Empire State. The eld- 


eat, Sophia, became the wife of John Wright and 
died in New York; Francis died in New York, in 
1890; Mariette is the wife of William I. Cornwell, 
a lawyer of Weedsport, N. Y.; Oscar is the fourth 
in order of birth; and Martha died when about 
twelve years of age. 

The early education of our subject, acquired in 
thecommon schools, was supplemented by a short 
academic course and his business training was re- 
ceived upon the farm and in the mill. When he 
had attained to mature years he was married in 
1847, to Miss Ellen Wait, daughter of Montillion 
Wait who died in Racine County, Wis., in 1870. 
He was born in the Green Mountain State, July 
23, 1787, and when a youth learned the carpenter’s 


las,a native of Whitehall, N. Y., and unto them 
were born six sons and seven daughters, all of 
whom grew to mature years. Three sisters and 
three brothers are now living—Lucy, widow of 
William Leeder, and a resident of Canada; Mrs. 
Sheldon, wife of our subject; Alice, wife of Ed- 
ward Stafford, a farmer formerly residing in 
Michigan, but now in Washington; Hiram, carpen- 
ter and joiner by trade, who is now married and 
foilows farming in Michigan; Elias, a successful 


| agriculturist who resides with his family in Wal- 
the midst of the wilderness they settled and began | 
the development ofa farm. Little by little the | 


worth County; Armon is married and operates a 
farm in Michigan; John, who is also a carpenter 
and joiner by trade, is married and now follows 
farming in Missouri. The family removed from 
Vermont to Canada, and later returned to New 
York, where Mrs. Wait died. In 1855, Mr. Wait 
came to Racine County where he spent the remain- 
der of his days. He wasan old-line Whig in poli- 
tics and took an active part in public affairs. An 
industrious, intelligent and upright citizenhe had 
the entire confidence of thecommunity in which 
he resided. 

Mrs. Sheldon spent her girlhood days upon the 
farm and was educated in the common schools. At 
the age of twenty-four she gave her hand in mar- 
riage to Oscar Sheldon and unto them have been 
born four children—Millard, who married Jennie 
Wait and is living in Sanborn, S. Dak.; Eugene, 
now engaged in gardening Caledonia Township, 
married Nellie May who died in Dakota; Adelbert 
carries on the home farm; and also operates a 
steam thresher; Elmer, who wedded Emma Hanson, 
is engaged in business with his brother in Mt. 
Pleasant Township. The children were all afforded 
good educational advantages and the two 
youngest were students in the Rochester Semin- 
ary. During their childhood their parents endeav- 
ored to instill into their minds habits of industry 
and usefulness and all have become respected mem- 
bers of society. 

Mr. Sheldon has been a resident of this county 
since April, 1855, when hecame to Wisconsin and 
settled upon his present farm. It was then entire- 
ly destitute of improvement except a log house 
and inthis the family moved. As his financial 


both useful and ornamental and the farm to-day 
bears little resemblance to the tract which he pur- 
chased thirty-six years ago. For about twenty 
years he also engaged quite extensively in the 
nursery business, but the care and management of 
affairs have now been given over lo his son. Mr. 
and Mrs. Sheldon are members of the Methodist 
Church, in Yorkville, and in politics he is a Pro- 
hibitionist. In 1848 he cast his first Presidential 
vote for Gen. Taylor and on the rise of the Repub- 
lican party joined its rank, but in 1884 voted for 
St. John and four years later supported Gen. Clin- 
tonB. Fisk. He is one of the self-made men of the 
county who owes his present position to his own 
industry, enterprise and ability. Public-spirited 


where he has so long made his home. 


—— SE 


ILLIAM HANKS, who is engaged in gen- | 
eral farming on section 36, Pleasant | 
W 


Praine Township, has spent almost his 


dison, Addison County, Vt., April 3, 1835. The 


Hanks family is of English descent and was 
founded in America during early Colonial days. | 
John Hanks, a native of New England, and the 
grandfather of our subject, served in the War of | 


1812, and was a pioneer of Addison County, where 
Levi Hanks, father of Wiiliam, was born in 1805. 
He there grew to manhood and married Eunice 
White, a native of the same county. He there 
followed farming for a number of years and in 
1835 went to Illinois with a team. After two 
months spent in Joliet he came to what is now 
Kenosha County, aná made the first settlement in 
this neighborhood. He aided the Government sur- 
veyors in locating the State line and his name is 
inseparably connected with the early history of 
this community. 
45 


He took a claim and at the land | 
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sale in Milwaukee purchased four hundred acres at 
the Government price of $1.25 peracre. William 
Hanks and family suffered much from the hard- 
ships and privations incident to pioneer life dur- 
ing the earlier years. They had no near neighbors 
and the work of civilization seemed scarcel y begun 
in the county. Indians frequently came to their 
house begging for bread but were always disposed 
to be friendly. Wolves and rattlesnakes made it 
often unsafe to venture out unprotected, while 
wild game, such as deer, prairie chickens, ete., fur- 
nished many a meal for the family. Their first 
home was a substantial log cabin covered with oak 
shakes and having a puncheon floor, but after a 


time it was replaced by a more commodious and 
| modern residence. 
and progressive, he is a valued citizen and one | 
that is widely and favorably known in the county | 


As time passed and the finan- 
cial resources of the family were increased they 
were enabled to supply their home with many 


| comforts, of which they had hitherto been de- 
| prived. 


In politics Mr. Hanks was an old-line Whig and 


| joined the Republican party on its organization 


and took an active part in local politics. He served 
as Justice of the Peace for a number of years and 
was a prominent and influential citizen. A man 


| of unblemished character who was favorably known 
entire life in Kenosha County, and is a worthy | 
representative of one of the honored pioneer fam- | 
ilies, his father being the earliest settler in this 
town. Our subject was born in the town of Ad- | 


throughout the community, his death, which oc- 
curred December 19, 1888, was mourned by many 
friends. His wife, an estimable lad y, was called to 
her final rest in April, 1885. 

They had eight children, six sons and two daugh- 
ters, as follows: Byron who died in childhood; 
Julia became the wife of George Harper and located 
in Michigan, but is now deceased; William of this 
sketch; Marietta who became the wife of John 
Gay, a soldier of the late war who died in his 


country's service, and is now the wife of Mr. 


Clements of Oshkosh; Warren, a resident of Cali- 
fornia; Hobart, a farmer of lonia County, Mich.; 
George, who at his death left a wife and four chil- 
dren; and Charles also makes his home in Cali- 
fornia. 

William Hanks was quite young when he left 
his native State, and, as before stated, has spent 
almost his entire life in Kenosha County. The 
first school which he attended was at Hermit Hill 
on the State line and was taught by Elder Lathrop, 
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a pioneer school teacher of that part of the coun- | 


try. He afterward obtained a fair education and 
is now a well-informed man. He left home in 
1864, at the age of nineteen years, to join thearmy, 
enlisting in the Thirty-third Wisconsin Infantry, 
in which he served as a private until his discharge 
in August, 1865. He participated in the batties of 
Kenesaw Mountain, Marietta, Ga., those of the 
Atlanta campaign, the siege of Atlanta, the en- 
gagements at Montgomery, Franklin, Nashville and 
Rome, Ga., and was with Sherman on his cele- 
brated March to the Sea. A faithful soldier, he was 
ever found at his post of duty and made for him- 
self an honorable army record. 

When the war was over Mr. Hanks returned to 
his home and in the town of Pleasant Prairic was 
married July 7, 1867,to Ann Hickman,a native of 
Lincolnshire, England, who when a maiden of 
thirteen summers came with her father, Matthew 
Hickman, to America. He first settled in Kenosha 


County, but soon afterward removed to Green | 


County, Wis., where he spent ten years. He then 
resided in Benton, III., until 1864, when he again 
came to this county. Mr. Hickman is now de- 
ceased. 

After his marriage Mr. Hanks rented a farm in 
Lake County, III., for a few years and then re- 
turned to Kenosha County to take charge of the 
old homestead and to care for his father, who was 


then in his declining years. After his death the | 
son purchased the interest of the heirs and has now | 


a highly improved farm of one hundred and forty 
acres. It is one of the fine farms for which Ke- 
nosha County is so noted. It is substantially im- 
proved with a good residence and outbuildings. 
He raises excellent stock and the neat appearance 
of the place indicates the thrift and enterprise of 
the owner. In his business undersakings he has 
been generally successful and has now a comforta- 
ble competence, which numbers him among the 
substantial citizens of the community. 

Since attaining his majority Mr. Hanks has sup- 
ported the Republican party by his ballot and has 
served on the School Board but has never been a 
politician in the sense of office seeking. His duties 
of citizenship were ever faithfully discharged and 
he takes a commendable interest in all that pertains 


to the welfare of the town and county. His esti- 
mable wife is a member of the Baptist Church. 
They have a family of four sons: Oscar B., a car- 
penter of Waukegan; William M., Levi Ancil and 
Elmer. 


4 jpILLIAM HARRISON LINGSWEILER, 
| manufacturer of ginger ale, egg soda and 
Y mineral waters, has the honor of being a 
native citizen of Racine County. He was born in 
Caledonia Township, September 2, 1851, and is a 
son of John N.and Christina (Meyer) Lingsweiler, 
both of whom were natives of Bayern, Germany. 
In early life they came to the United States, and 
in the city of Buffalo, N. Y., were married. Emi- 
grating Westward they became early settlers of 
Racine. County, Wis., and the father followed 
farming in Caledonia Township for many years. 
In 1883, they left their old "home and went to 
Lebanon, Mo., where they still reside, both having 
reached the age of seventy-four years. Mr. 
Lingsweiler and his wife are members of the 
Methodist Church, and in politics he is a stalwart 
Republican, warmly advocating the principles of 
that party. Their family numbered nine children, 
as follows: John G., who served throughout the 
war as a member of Company H, Twenty-second 
Wisconsin Infantry, is now one of the prominent 
business men of Lebanon, Mo.; Louisa is the wife 
of William J. Halenbake, a resident of Racine; 
Edward is engaged in the lumber business in 
Richland, Mo.; Christina is the wife of F. W. 
Redfield, who makes his home in Racine; Carrie is 
assistant principal of the Racine High School and 
a very accomplished lady; William H. is the next 
younger; Mary is the wife of Chris Powderly, 
whose home is in Reinbeck, Iowa; Frank is en- 
gaged in the grocery business in Western Union 
Junction, Racine County; Julia is the wife of 
William Graham, a resident of Alamosa, Col. 
Oúr subject gleaned his early experiences of 
life from the farm, where under the parental roof 
he passed the days of his childhood. In the dis- 


| trict schools of the neighborhood he acquired a 


fair knowledge of the English branches. After he 


had attained his majority, he went to lowa, where | 


he ran a threshing machine one fall, and then re- 
turned to his native country, locating in Racine. 
Here he entered the employ of Charles F. Bliss, 
manufacturer of ginger ale and egg soda, working 


for him nine years during which time he lost only | 
In this period he gained an excellent | 


three days. 
knowledge of the business in all its details, and in 
1880, bought of his employer the building, appa- 
ratus, etc., and has since conducted the business. He 
now has an excellent trade in his line, running 
two wagons. 

An important event in the life of Mr. Lings- 
weiler, occurred in Racine, on the 4th of January, 
1884, when he wedded Carrie, daughter of Charles 
F. Bliss, a native of Racine. Both our subject and 
his wife are members of St. Luke's Episcopal 
Church, and in this community they are widely 
known. He is a member of the Odd Fellows” 
Society, also holds membership with the Foresters 
and in politics is a supporter of Republican prin- 
ciples, having affiliated with that party since at- 
taining his majority. In Mr. Lingsweiler we see a 
self-made man. Whatever success he has achieved 
in life is due to his own efforts. He began in 
Racine by shoveling dirt, but is now the owner of 
his home and his business property and has a good 
income. 


OHN LODOWIC VIELE YATES, who is 


o 


died in Ahnapee, Wis., April 12, 1890. 
Thomas Yates, was born in Stockbridge, Mass., 
October 20, 1780 and died in Kenosha, March 24, | 


Pittstown, Rensselaer County, N. Y., and 
His father, 


1854. 
Lewis, was born in Claremont, N. H., December 18, 
1777 and departed this life in Chicago, January 1, 
-1861. They were married December 6, 1806. 


tice. 
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numbered among the early settlers of | 
Kenosha County, was born July 9, 1859, in | 
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N. Y., to Susan Jane Ames, Rev. J. T. Todrig, 


rector of St. Paul's Episcopal Church, officiating. 
She was born in Onondago, N. Y., May 9, 1817, and 
was a daughter of Silus Ames, a saddler, of Syra- 
cuse and also collector of tolls. He removed to 
Chicago in 1837 and bought a farm of one hundred 
and sixty acres on the west side of the city near 
the junction of the two branches of the river. 
Being afflicted with fever and ague, he became dis- 
couraged, sold out and came to Kenosha, Wis., 
where he lived and died, respected by all. He 
passed away December 9, 1870 at the age of seven- 
ty-nine years, seven months and twenty six days. 
His wife, who in her maidenhood was Eliza John- 
son, was born in Keene, N. II., and died in Ke- 
nosha, May 27, 1869, aged seventy-six years seven 
months and seven days. 

At the time of his marriage, Mr. Yates was 
assistant postmaster in Syracuse, N. Y., from 
whence he emigrated to Kenosha County, Wis., 
where for a few years he engaged in farming. 
Removing to the village of Kenosha, he was 
elected to the office of Justice of the Peace, hold- 
ing the office during several successive terms. 
Later, in company with Silas Ames, his father-in- 
law, he kept the Durkee House, at that time one 
of the leading hotels of the State. In 1855, he re- 
moved from Kenosha to Woif River, now Ahnapee, 
where he engaged in merchandising with his 
brother-in-law, Fred Wild, for about two years, 
when he became a resident of Manitowoc and 
carried on merchandising for the Glovers. We 
find him a resident of Chicago in 1860 and after- 
wards of Milwaukee where he became identified 
with the police department of that city under the 
administration of Mayor Page. For a few years 
subsequent to that time, he was in the freight office 
of the Chicago & Milwaukee Railroad Company. 


About 1867, he returned to Ahnapee, where after 
| being admitted to the bar, he practiced law and 
His wife, whose maiden name was Florinda | 


served as District Attorney and in other public 
offices until advancing years and the infirmities of 


old age compelled his retirement from active life. 
| Though not successful in the accumulation of 
The subject of this sketch was educated for the | 
medical profession, but never engaged in its prac- | 
He was married June 12, 1836, in Syracuse, | 


wealth, Mr. Yates led an active and useful life, 
reared a large family and died respected by all. 
Mr. Yates spent his last days in the home of his 
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daughter. Mrs. Fellows, and was called to his final 
rest April 12, 1890 at the age of eighty years and 
eight months. His wife died at the home of their 
daughter, Mrs. B. F. Deming, of Chicago, April 6, 
1891, aged seventy-three years, ten months and 
twenty-seven days. They were laid side by side 
in the cemetery at Ahnapee. In politics Mr. 
Yates was a life-long Democrat, socially, was a 
Royal Arch Mason and an Odd Fellow and was a 
communicant of the Episcopal Church. He was a 
friend to temperance and morality, a valued 
citizen; generous and affectionate in disposition; 
honorable for the sake of honor; of unquestioned 
integrity and sterling worth. 

The surviving members of the family are Mrs. B. 
F. Deming, of Chicago; Mrs. C. L. Fellows, of 
Foscoro, Wis.; Mrs. W. II. Seymour, of Elgin, III.; 
and Mrs. G. W. Youngs, of Alınapee, Wis. 
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L~ ON. MILTON HOWARD PETTIT, de- 
) censed, was one of Kenosha County’s early 


settlers and most highly respected eitizen. 

Y) He was born in the town of Fabius, Onon- 
daga County, N. Y., October 22, 1825. His father, 
George Pettit, was a substantial farmer and hon- 
ored citizen, who served in the Legislature of New 
York from 1821 until 1824, and from 1835 until 
1837. 

Our subject was reared to manhood upon a 


farm and received such educational advantages as 
were common to farmer lads in those early days, 


though in after years he made up for the defi- | 


ciency in his scholastic training by extensive read- 
ing. In 1846, Mr. Pettit came Westward with the 
tide of emigration, landing in Southport. Hav- 
ing secured a farm in Somers Township he 
turned his attention to its developmeut, making it 
one of the best improved farms in his neighbor- 
hood. On March 25, 1847, in Paris Township, he 
married Miss Caroline D, Marsh, daughter of Lu- 
man and Julia (Remsen) Marsh. Her father was 
born in Litchfield, Conn., and when a young man 


went with his parents to Onondaga County, N. Y., | 
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settling in the timbered regions. When the War 
of 1812 broke out he served the American cause, 
on account of which his widow drew a pension 
until her death. Mr. Marsh first married Maria 
Campbell, who died leaving one child, who bears 
her mother’s name, and now makes her home with 
Mrs. Pettit. He later wedded Julia Remsen, a na- 
tive of Philadelphia, Pa., and a lady of French 
and Holland descent. In the spring of 1846, Mr. 
Marsh and his family came to Kenosha County, 
locating in Paris Township, where he and his wife 
spent the remainder of their lives. He lived to be 
seventy-one years of age, while his wife was in her 
eighty-seventh year at the time of her death. Of 
their five children, four are now living, asfollows: 
Mrs. M. H. Pettit; Daniel and Remsen, who reside 
in North Dakota; and Julia E., wife of P. H. 
Wood, a resident of Milwaukee. Å 

Mr. and Mrs. Pettit began their domestic life on 
the farm in Somers Township, but in 1855 re- 
moved to Kenosha. Two years later, in a small 
way, he started the malting business, in which he 
was engaged until his death. In 1868 he built the 
large malt house, and the business which he estab- 
lished has grown to be one of the important manu- 
facturing interests of Kenosha. After the death 
of Mr. Pettit,in 1873, his widow, John B. Pettit and 
J. C. M. Kehlor continued the business in partner- 
ship until 1884, when J. B. Pettit died, leaving 
the business in the hands of the other partners, 
and Mr. Kehlor died in 1885. ‘The co-partnership 
bore the title of M. H. Pettit & Co. In 1885 the 
company was incorporated as the M. H. Pettit 
Malting Company with the following officers: F. 
Robinson, President; O. M. Pettit, Vice-President; 
and C. E. Remer, Secretary and Treasurer. 

In political sentiment Mr. Pettit was a Republi- 
can and by his fellow-citizens was honored in a 
marked degree. In 1870-71, he represented the 
Eighth Senatorial District in the Legislature, and 
in 1872-73 was Lieutenant Governor of the State. 
He died while holding the latter position, March 
23, 1873, just three days after the close of the 
Legislative session. Mr. Pettit was a man widely 
known throughout the State and held in the high- 
est regard. In the Masonic order be had taken 
the Knight Templar degree. In the affairs of Ke- 
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nosha ánd the county he took a deep interest and 
gave liberally of his time and means to all public 
enterprises. As Mayor of the city he served four 
terms, namely: In 1861, 65, 67, and 70. 

Mr. and Mrs. Pettit had seven children, of 
whom three are yet living—O. M., who is now 
Mayor of Kenosha; Elizabeth, wife of R. E. Mailer; 
and Miss Caroline J. Mrs. Pettit still makes her 
home in this city, where she has lived for thirty- 
six years. 
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TEPHEN FREEMAN, deceased, well de- 
serves representation in this volume among 
those who have been instrumental in the 
upbuilding and development of Racine. 

He was the founder of one of the leading manu- 
facturing establishments of the city and in many 
other ways was identified with its progress. He was 
born in Llanerchymedd, Island of Anglesey, North 
Wales, December 26, 1834, and was a son of John 
and Elizabeth (Williams) Freeman. His father was 
born in England and came of a family that stood 
high in the social world. On reaching manhood he 
married but his wife soon died, and he married 
again, but his second wife was not entirely satis- 
factory to his English parents and asa consequence 
they were ostracized. By the second marriage two 
sons were born, one of them is the subject of this 
sketch. John Freeman and his wife died when 
Stephen was about eighteen months old. The 
children of the first marriage were taken back to 
England and reared by relatives but Stephen and 
his brother were left to the mercies of the cold 
world. 

Our subject lived among neighbors until he was 
nine years old when he ran away to Liverpool and 
made his home with John Williams, a builder who 
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has become noted on account of the sweet hymns | 


he composed in the Welsh language. With him 
young Stephen remained until he was about eigh- 


teen years of age. in the meantime serving an appren- | 


ticeship to the boiler maker’s trade. On the break- 
ing out of the Crimean War he enlisted as a boiler 
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city he served about one year and soon after his 
return to Wales he sailed for the United States 
in 1856, landing at New York in the month of 
July. 

Mr. Freeman drifted to Centralia, III., and was 
there employed in the shops of the Illinois Central 
Railroad Company. On the 4th of July, 1857, he 
married Miss Elizabeth Willick, who was born in 
Pennsylvania, April 14, 1834, and is a daughter of 
Christian and Catherine Willick, natives of Ger- 
many who emigrated to the United States and set- 
tled in Pennsylvania. Theybecame early seitlers of 
Centralia, Ill., where by industry and economy Mr. 
Wiltick acquired a good farm and had it well 
stocked. About 1844 his death occurred and in 
some inexplicable way all the property was seized 
and taken from the widow who was left with nine 
children, a son and eight daughters the eldest 
being seventeen years of age. As the boy was the 
seventh child all depended upon the mother and 
daughters. Mrs. Willick would take in washing 
while the daughters worked among the neighbors 
for fifty cents per week. It would be impossible to 
describe the hardships through which they passed; 
one must have had experience to fully understand 
them, but these trials and disadvantages developed 
a useful and highly respectable family of children. 
The son died at the age of seventeen years, but 
with the exception of one daughter, all the girls 
were married and had families. Four only are 
now living—Mrs. Barbara Parker of Schuyler, Neb. 
Mrs. Hattie Smith of Kansas; Mrs. Louise Junker- 
man and Mrs. Freeman, The worthy mother lived 
to be eighty-one years of age died in Centralia, III. 
Both she and her husband were members of the 
German Lutheran Church. 

Some time after their marriage, Mr. Freeman 
grew tired of working in a shop, although well 
paid, and decided to engage in farming. With a 
team composed of a yoke of oxen, he put all his 
energy into the new business with which he was 
entirely unacquainted. As might have been ex- 
pected, his success was not very brilliant and he 
was soon ready to return to his trade. In connec- 
tion with John O'Brien now of St. Louis, and Mr. 
Smith Torrance he started a boiler shop at Cairo, 


maker, to go with the British fleet, in which capa- | III., which he closed out and in 1862 entered the 
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United States service asa boiler ici of the Miss- 
issippi Riversquadron, serving in that capacity two 


years when his health failed and by the advice of | 


his physician he came North. The following two 
years he spent in the shops of the Chicago, Milwau- 


kee & St. Paul Railroad Company at Milwaukee | 


and Watertown and in the spring of 1867 was in- 
duced to come to Racine and engage in the manu- 
facture of boilers for John Kirkland. Soon after- 
ward Mr. Freeman purchased the interest of Mr. 
Kirkland but in 1868 he and John R. Davies en- 
tered into co-partnership. This proved an unfor- 
tunate combination and Mr. Freeman withdrew 
in less than a year with less than nothing. Had 
he not been a man of great determination and 
energy, he would have been utterly disheartened, 
but once more he opened a boiler shop on the 
site where the splendid works of S. Freeman & 
Sons Manufacturing Company now stands. He 
was too poor to pay for a ton of coal so would buy 
half that amount, but rapidly his business increased 
and in 1879 he admitted his son Charles to part- 
nership, the firm becaming Stephen Freeman & Son 
which style was changed to Stephen Freeman & 
Sons in 1881 by the admission of Michael as a 
partner in the business. In 1886, with a capital 
stock of $60,000, the company was incorporated 
under the title of the S. Freeman & Sons Manufac- 
turing Company. They make boilers, feed cutters, 
seeders, etc. Under the able management of Mr. 
Freeman business was rapidly extended and the 
firm now has the most extensive plant of the kind 
in this section of the country, while employment 
is furnished to about one hundred and sixty men, 
and the annual sales amount to over $200,000. 

The family circle of Mr. and Mrs. Freeman once 
numbered eleven children, but two died in infancy. 
The living are Charles, President of the S. Free- 
man & Sons Manufacturing Company; Michael, 
Superintendent of the above firm; Margaret A. 
wife of Elisworth Cheesman of Racine; Mary 
E., John M., StephenH., 
and Elsie M. 

In political sentiment Mr. Freeman was a Dem- 


Hattie E., Edward F. 


ocrat and took an active interest in political affairs 
keeping himself well informed on the questions of | 


the day. For two terms he served as Supervisor 


| 
f 

| 

4 


| 


and was bestes froni the Fifth Ward. In his 
social relations he was an Odd Fellow and was a 
member of the Episcopal Church, to which his 
wife also belongs. On the 10th of September, 
1889, he passed from among the living. Mr. Free- 
man was a man highly esteemed for his many vir- 
tues, his business integrity and fair dealings and 
was a recognized leader among the business men 
of the city. 
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JS MHEODORE NEWELL, deceased, an early 
(O) settler of Kenosha, and a man prominent in 
NS business circles, was born in Bristol, Conn., 
June 14,1816. The founder of the family in 
America was Thomas Newell, who came from Here- 
fordshire, England, prior to the year 1640, for at 
that date we find him emigrating from Hartford to 
Farmington, Conn. He wasa prominent man in 
the affairs of the colony and one who was looked 
upon asa leader. In direct line of descent from 
Thomas down to Theodore, the name Samuel is 
preserved and here given—Thomas, the emigrant; 
Samuel, Samuel, Samuel, Rev. Samuel, Capt. Sam- 
uel, Sextus Samuel, and Theodore. It will thus 
be seen that our subject was seven generations re- 
moved from the progenitor. 

Theodore Newell never went to school after his 
sixteenth year. When a young man he went to 
Boston and engaged in mercantile business with 
two partners. In Stockbridge, Mass., on the 24th 
of August; 1836, he married Miss Julia, daughter 
of Seth and Hannah (Willcox) Wilcox. Two 
brothers by the name of Willcox came from Eng- 
land, and to distinguish his posterity. one dropped 
an l from the name. Mrs. Newell was born in 
Stockbridge, December 25, 1812. 

Upon his marriage Mr. Newell removed to De- 
troit, Mich., where he loaned nearly all of his 
money toa millwright and the man, not able to 
pay, proposed to build Mr. Newell a saw mill. Our 
subject selected Muskegon as the site for his mill, 
which was the second built there. He located one 
hundred and sixty acres, now within the city lim- 
its. Having lived in Muskegon until 1841, he re- 
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a lumber yard, though he still continued the man- 
ufacture of lumber in Muskegon. In 1852 his yard 
burned, and with his partners, Maj. Davis and 
A. D. Loomis, established a lumber yard in Chi- 
cago. 

He served as President of Southport in 1846. In 
1856 he removed his family to New Haven, Conn., 
to give his children better educational advantages, 
and seven years later located in Chicago, where 
the family remained till after the great fire. Mr. 
Newell died in that city October 29, 1869. He was 
a very extensive lumber dealer, owning vessels in 
which he brought lumber from his mills to the city, 
and for a time before his death was engaged in 
the commission business. Politically he was a Whig 
until the rise of the Republican party, to which he 
ever afterward adhered. 

In 1871 Mrs. Newell and the children returned 
to Kenosha, where she is still living. In their 
family were four children—Octavius S., now a res- 
ident of Kenosha; Douglas, who enlisted in Com- 
pany B, Taylor’s Battery, for the late war, was 
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by his 5 wite and four lldiva he e for the 
United States and after seven weeks' sailing the 
vessel dropped anchor in the harbor of New Vork, 
the family landing in that city. In September of 
the same year, they arrived in Racine, where Mr. 
Hueffner soon after established a tan yard and not 
only manufactured, but also dealt extensively in 
leather until 1871, when he was called to lay down 
his life work. He died at the age of sixty-three 


| years and his widow, at the age of seventy-one, 


in 1881. Both were active members of the Ger- 
man Lutheran Church and were highly respected 
people. In political sentiment, Mr. Hueffner was 


| a Democrat and took an active part in the public 


affairs of his adopted city. In an early day, he 
served as a member of the City Council. This 
worthy couple had but the four children before 


mentioned and only two of whom yet survive. 


Mrs. Pauline Ibing died in Racine, leaving a fam- 
ily of two sons and a daughter; Mrs. Emily Inbusch 


died in Milwaukee, leaving two children, ason and 


killed May 20, 1863, at the siege of Vicksburg; | 


Frederick S., Secretary of the Bain Wagon Com- 


pan y, of Kenosha; and Frances Harriet, the young- | 


est of the family, at home. Mrs, Newell and Miss 
Frances are members of the Congregational Church. 
In business affairs Mr. Newell was a success and in 
all the relations of life was a true man. 


`a daughter; Mrs. Bertha Frank, who also lives in 


Milwaukee, has one son. 

Ernst J. Hueffner is the third child in order of 
birth in his father’s family. He too is a native of 
Forst and was born February 15, 1838. Most of 
his life has been spent in Racine, as he was only 
eleven years of age when the family came to this 
city. His education was commenced in the Father- 
land and completed in the Racine schools. Until 


| seventeen years of age, he assisted his father but at 


dealer of Racine, stands at the head of a 


E so J. HUEFFNER, the wholesale leather | 


business that was established by his father, | 
Ernst C. Hueffner, forty-two years ago and is to- | 


day one of the important industries of the city. 
The father of our subject was born at Forst, Prus- 
sia, Germany, and in early life learned the tanner’s 
trade. When he had mastered the business he en- 


gaged in tanning on his own account in Germany | 


until his removal to the United States. In his na- 
tive town, he married Miss Julia Klinkmueller, 
who was also born at Forst. In 1849, accompanied 


that time the charge of the business was given 
over to him and he has carried it on with signai 
success ever since. In 1883, he admitted to part- 
nership, August C. Frank, who remained in the 
business until 1891, when the connection was dis- 
continued. 

In Racine, in 1868, Mr. Hueffner married Miss 
Martha, daughter of Henry and Catherine (Felz) 
Kuchne, who were natives of Prussia, came to the 
United States in early life, were married in Mil- 
waukee and were among the early settlers of Ra- 
cine, in which city Mrs. Hueffner was born April 6, 
1853. Our subject and his wife have become the 
parents of seven children as follows: Julia, now 
the wife of A. C. Frank, of Racine; Ernst C., Ber- 
tha, Alfred, Otto, Frederick and Martin. All save 
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the eldest are still under the parental roof and all 
are natives of Racine. The parents are active 
members of the German Lutheran Church. 

Mr. Hueffner was one of the incorporators of the 
Manufacturers’ National Bank of Racine, one of 
the most substantial financial institutions in the 
State. Since the organization of the bank, he has 
been a member of the Board of Directors and for 
the past eighteen years has been vice-President. In 
political sentiment, he has always been a Democrat 
and by his fellow-townsmen has been honored with 
a number of official positions. For several terms, 
he was a- member of the City Council from the 
First Ward and in 1879 was elected to the position 
of Mayor. In all his official capacities, he has dis- 
charged the duties incumbent upon him without 
fear or favor. Far-sighted and sagacious in finan- 
cial transactions, Mr. Ilueffner is recognized as one 
of the leading business men of Racine and one of 
her most influential and highly esteemed citizens. 
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ON. FREDERICK ROBINSON, an early 
settler of Kenosha, was born in Church 
Stretton, Shropshire, England, March 11, 
1824. He received his education in private 

schools, corresponding to our academy. When 

about fifteen he was apprenticed to a druggist and 
served five years, In the family were nine chil- 
dren, of whom he was the youngest and is the only 
one now living. 


His father died when he was only 
two years of age and since early youth he has had 
to make his own way in the world. The druggist 
with whom he was employed had been to the 
United States and from him he learned something 
about this country. 

In 1845, Mr. Robinson and a companion crossed 
the Atlantic on an old sailing vessel. After a voy- 
age of forty days they landed in New York and our 
subject got a position in a retail drug store receiv- 
ing $9 per month and board, for his services. Later 
he became clerk for M. Ward, Close & Co., whole- 
sale druggist, at #24 per month, he boarding 
himself. In 1846, he went to Chicago and clerked 
a short time for Sidney Sawyer, who established a 
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drug store in Southport and sent Mr. Robinson to 
take charge of it. In the spring of 1847 he walked 
largely over this section of the State, looking for a 
location for a drug store but returned to Southport 
and purchased the drug stock of a Mr. Burnham. 
From thut time until 1890, he was continuously in 
the drug business He had a good stock for 


that day, worth about 82,000, and he has 


| always been the leading druggist of the city. 


Though not now actively engaged in business he 
still owns an interest in a store. In advancing the 
industries of Kenosha Mr. Robinson has taken an 
active part, and was one to aid in establishing the 
Whitaker Engine & Machine Company, of which he 
was President for many years, and he is now vice- 
President of the First, National Bank of Kenosha, 
also President of the M. H. Pettit Malting Com- 
pany. For many years he has also been interested 
in farming and has given his attention to various 
other enterprises. 

In Green Bay, Wis., October 3, 1852, Mr. Robin- 
son married Ann M. Bertholf, who was born in 
Rushville, III., September 17, 1835, and is a daugh- 
ter of Henry and Ann (Putnam) Bertholf, who 
emigrated to Illinois among the pioneers, and came 
to Kenosha in 1842. The father went north to 
locate land and was never again heard from. The 
mother died in Colorado. Seven children were 
born unto Mr. and Mrs. Robinson as follows: 
Alma, wife of O. M. Pettit of Kenosha; Richard 
T., a druggist of Racine; Ida and Emma at home; 
Frederick, a manufacturer of Denver, Col.; Louise, 
at home; Harry, Secretary and Treasurer of the 
Scotford Manufacturing Company. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Robinson are members of the 
Episcopal Church, in which he has been vestryman 
for a number of years. A prominent citizen of 
the community he has served five terms as Mayor 
of Kenosha and twice represented his district in 
the State Legislature, 1872-73 and 1876-77, being 
the first Democrat elected to that office for over 
twenty years. Several terms he has served as 
Alderman and was also a member of the County 
Board of Supervisors. Socially he is a Knight 
Templar and also belongs to the Odd Fellows’ 
fraternity. In 1850-60 and 1872 he served as 
Mr. 


Chief Engineer of the Fire Department. 


WRITTEN AT THE AGE OF 82. WITHOUT GLASSES. 
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Robinson began business at the bottom round of 
the ladder, yet has become one of the wealthy men 
of Kenosha. He is a public-spirited and progres- 
sive citizen who has ever been liberal with his 
means in support of worthy enterprises. For 
forty-five years he has been a resident of Kenosha 
and bas taken an active part in promoting the ex- 
cellence of the schools and in all its interests, 
material and social. Since its organization he has 
been a member of the Wisconsin State Board of 
Pharmacy and has the honor of originating the 
pharmacy act of 1882, which has been tried in all 
the courts and adjudged constitutional. He tock 
a leading part in adding the department of phar- 
macy to the State University, going before the 
Board of Regents and arguing its necessity. 

Mr. Robinson is a man of liberal and progressive 
ideas and his opinion and judgment carry weight 
upon whatsoever subject expressed. An early 
settler himself, he takes much interest in the meet- 
ings of the Old Settlers’ Society of Kenosha 
County of which he is the presiding officer. 


i. ENRY MITCHELL, President of the 
Mitchell € Lewis Company, manufactur- 

ers of wagons, is numbered among the 

oldest living settlers of Racine County. 
His first location was at Southport, now Kenoslın, 
which was then within the limits of Racine County. 
From an unbroken wilderness he has seen this sec- 
tion of Wisconsin transformed into a great agri- 
cultural region. Racine was then a forest and 
Kenosha not much in advance. 


Mr. Mitchell was born March 10, 1810, in Fife- | 


shire, Scotland, which has been the home of his 
ancestors from remote antiquity. His parents, 
William and Elizabeth (Jackson) Mitchell, were 
quiet and unassuming, but intensely religious, be- 
ing of the Scotch Presbyterian faith. In addition 
to farming, the father carried on a sort of express 
business between Edinburg and neighboring towns. 
To William and Elizabeth Mitchell were born 
eleven children, of whom seven reached mature 
years and became heads of families, as follows: 
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Henry, of this sketch; James, a well-to-do farmer 
of Lake County, III.; William, who was formerly 
a farmer of the same county, and died September 
26, 1890; Agnes, wife of William Elder, who re- 
sides near Preston, Minn.; Eliza, wife of Peter 
McCambridge, a wealthy merchant of Edinburg, 
Scotland; Thomas, who is engaged in fruit cul- 
ture in Los Gatos, Cal.; and Catherine, wife of 
George Yule, a prominent manufacturer of Keno- 
sha, Wis, 

Henry Mitchell, being the oldest child of a large 
family, early began to earn his own livelihood. 
The rudimentary education which he received 
was mainly acquired at night school. Possessed 
of natural mechanical ability, he readily took to 
drafting, in which he became quite proficient for 
one of his years. At the age of fifteen he was 
apprenticed to learn the trade of a wheelwright, 
serving seven years. So thoroughly had he be- 
come master of his business that at the close of his 
apprenticeship he was made foreman of a large 
shop in Edinburg, where he remained a year and 
ahalf. Having decided to try his fortune in the 
New World, he sailed for New York in 1834, being 
the first of his family to cross the ocean. Going 
Westward to Chicago, he at once obtained work 
for he had the first complete kit of wagonmakers’ 
tools brought to that city, or rather village, for 
there were only about three hundred white people 
in the town at the time. Besides working at his 
trade he took a contract on the Illinois Canal and 
saw the first shovelful of dirt thrown therefrom. 
In Chicago he became acquainted with L. S. Blake, 
another pioneer and prominent manufacturer of 
Racine. Not liking Chicago, Mr. Mitchell came 
Northward in 1838 and located in Southport,where 
he at once opened a wagon shop. Subsequently 
he took in a partner and continued to manufac- 
ture wagons until 1853, when the plant was sold 
to Edward Bain. Two years later Mr. Mitchell 
came to Racine to establish a wagon manufactory. 
He began here in rather a modest way but the 
same perseverance that made him a first-class me- 
chanic served to successfully push forward this 
enterprise. In 1864, his son-in-law, William T. 
Lewis, became a partner in the business, which 
then bore the title of H. Mitchell & Co. Two 


years later the sty ra of the company was changed 
to Mitchell, Lewis & Co. In 1880, the works 
burned but Phoenix-like from its ashes rose an- 
other factory more extensive in its proportions. 
In 1884 the company was incorporated with Henry 
Mitchell as President; W. T. Lewis, Vice-Presi- 
dent; Frank L. Mitchell, Secretary; C. D. Sinclair, 
Treasurer; and Henry G. Mitchell, Superintendent 
of works, 
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| and joins with his eure men “howe in caiatwaitns 


national events and games. Mr. Mitchell has the 
distinction of being the pioneer wagonmaker of 
the West. Beginning with only a kit of tools, 
superior mechanical ability and an inexhaustible 


| stock of energy, he has been instrumental in estab- 


The plant covers some twenty acres | 


of ground and turns out a large product of wagons | 


and lighter vehicles, which find ready market not 
only throughout the United States but also in 
Canada, Mexico and South America. In fact, the 
Mitchell & Lewis Company are the most extensive 
manufacturers of wagons in the State. 

But Mr. Mitchell’s attention has not been given 
wholly to manufacturing. He was one of the 
leading men in creating the Artesian Well Com- 


pany, which has furnished Racine with the most | 


wholesome drinking water and he is also a Direc- 
tor in the Manufacturers’ National Bank. In po- 


litical sentiment he was a Whig until the question | 


of restricting human slavery came up. 


Descended | E 


from a liberty-loving people, it was natural for him | 


to sympathize with the enslaved. 
his influence and assistance were given to the sup- 
port of the Government and several times he was 
sent as messenger to the armies in the field. 


During the war 


lishing two manufacturing enterprises that are a 
credit to himself and the State, namely: the Bain 
Wagon Works, of Kenosha; and the Mitchell & 
Lewis Company, of Racine. Though nearly eighty- 
two years of age Mr. Mitchell is still able to tran- 
sact business with dispatch and every day finds 
him in his oflice at the post of duty. He is the 
oldest man in active business in Racine. 


btr 
o > OS 


| SERE ALEXANDER HORLICK, de- 


| | ceased, one of the early settlers and promi- 


| 1 
JE 
| 


nent citizens of Racine, was born June 19, 
1813, in Gloucestershire, England. As he 
was the founder of the family in the United States 
it will be interesting to know something of his 
ancestors in the Fatherland. The following is 


| copied from Buck’s l’eerage: 


Prior to leaving his native country Mr. Mitchell 


was married on the 7th of January, 1832, near 
Edinburg, to Miss Margaret Mitchell, who was born 
in Fifeshire, Scotland, December 18, 1811. By 
their union eight children were born: Margaret. 
who died in Chicago; William H.,a resident of 
Portiand, Ore.; Elizabeth A., who married T. O. 
Wallis and resides in Racine; Margaret, who died 
in Kenosha; Mary I., wife of William T. Lewis, 


Martha A., wife of C. D. Sinclair, Treasurer of the 
Company; Henry G., Superintendent of the works; 
and Frank L., Secretary of the company. 


“The family name of Harlech or Horlick is of 
Norman-French derivation, and the natural con- 
clusion drawn is, that the Harlechs or Horlicks 


| were primarily inhabitants of Normandy. and on 


| Gloucester, 


In his social- relations Mr. Mitchell is a Mason | 


and also belongs to the Calumet Club of Chicago. 
an old settlers’ association. He and his wife hold 
membership with the Baptist Church and are 
among its most liberal supporters. 
pride in his native as well as his adopted country, 


leaving their own country settled in the country 
| of Merionethshire, Wales, on whose coast the castle 


of Harlech now stands partly in ruins. And in 


| the long wars that followed the subjugation of 
| Wales, the Harlechs were compelled to leave and 
| settle in England, which they did in Gloucester- 
Vice-President of the Mitchell & Lewis Company; | 
| long resided (N. 3 The Rocks Southwood), also 


shire, where members of the Horlick family have 
Painswick, tlıree miles from the ancient city of 
which is known by the numerous 
tombstones bearing tlıe said name, Cranham, three 


| miles from Painswick, same county, Ruardean, ete. 


He takes great | 


“Harlech Castle is now (1889) inhabited by one 
William Richard Ormsby Gore, who, having pur 
chased the castle and being knighted, partook the 


| title of Baron Harlech. The castle of Harlech was 


PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM. 


1244 and stands on the north-west coast of 
Merionethshire. ‘The Lord Lieutenant of County 
Leitrim, Connaught, Ireland, is Lord Harlech. 

“Harlech or Horlick (The Rocks formerly) South- 
wood or Southernwood, County Gloucester, now 
represented by Isaac John Webb Horlick or Harlech, 
of the Rocks, Esqr., a magistrate in Gloucestershire, 
son and heir of the late William Webb Horlock of 
Ashwick House and the (Rocks) by Anne, his wife, 
daughter and co-heir of Thomas Smith of Mor- 
manton, Norville Co., of Leicester, Esgr., and 
grandson of Isaac Webb Horlick of Ashwick House, 
Esqr., by Lucy Webb, his wife, heiress of Ashwick 
of the family of Major-General Webb, distingnished 
in Malborough Wars.“ 

After receiving a common-school education, the 
subject of this sketch was apprenticed seven years 
to the blacksmith and wagon-maker’s trade, upon 


built in the reign of Edward I, in the year A. A Horlick, became a member of the firm though no 


which he depended for a livelihood until coming 


to the United States. He was one of eight chil- 
dren, of whom but three crossed the ocean. John, 
who was the first to visit this country, died in 
Salt Lake City; Peter became an extensive bell 
manufacturer in London, to Her Majesty and had 
the distinction of ringing the largest bell in the 
city at that time. Be came to the United States 
and while on his way to visit his brother John in 
Salt Lake City, died of cholera in Glasgow, Mo. 
J. A. Horlick gained considerable notoriety as a 
bell ringer and often took part in competitive con- 
tests. On the 14th of February, 1843, he wedded 
Miss Arabella Ladiard, a native of Gloucestershire, 
born March 31, 1824. The young couple bade 
farewell to home and native land in 1844, and 
sailed for the United States, reaching Racine on 
the 14th of August of that year. Having worked 
at carpentering some two years he engaged in the 
lumber business, furnishing large quantities of 
piles for her harbor and ties for railroads. In 
1853, he purchased an acre and five rods of land 
at Racine Rapids and commenced the lime and 
stone business, to which he later added milling, 
the ice business and farming. In 1868, he ad- 
mitted to partnership his two sons, Alexander and 
George W., the firm becoming J. A. Horlick & Sons. 
In 1874, William Horlick, a son-in-law of J. A. 


change was made in the firm title. Three years 
later the Horlick Lime and Stone Company was 
formed with Alexander Horlick as president, 
George W. Horlick as Secretary and Treasurer and 
J. A. Horlick Jr., Superintendent of the Works. 


| The company runs two large quarries and kilns, 


manufacturing some seventy-five thousand barrels 
of lime and turning out three thousand cords of 
stone yearly. Employment is furnished some 


| wasa member of the Baptist Church. 


seventy-five hands. 

Politically Mr. Horlick was a Democrat and 
served as a member of the Board of Supervisors and 
in minor positions. He was one of the most promi- 
nent Masons in the United States, having attained 


| to the Thirty-Third degree and having been made 


an honorary member of the General Grand Con- 
sistory of the United States. He was also a mem- 
ber of the Odd Fellows Fraternity and in religious 
faith and practice was an Episcopalian. His wife 
In their 
family were eight children, of whom two died in 
childhood. The living are Alexander; George W.; 
Arabella, wife of William Horlick; and Joseph A., 
all of whom reside in Racine; besides Emma and 
Oliver Cromwell, who are residents of England. 
In 1874, Mr. Horlick returned to his native land, 
where he died July 20, 1889. His widow there 
still makes her home. One by one the pioneers 
pass from our sight, but they are not dead, they 
still live in the lives of those whose characters 
they have helped to fashion. 


life in Kenosha, is one of the early settlers 
ol the county. 
Vt., February 17, 1818, and is a son Samuel and 
Jemima (Knapp) Blinn, both of whom were 


natives of Connecticut and of French and German 


E DMUND W. BLINN, who is living a retired 


He was born in Shelburne, 


origin, respectively. The father was a farmer by 
occupation. He was quite prominent in local 
affairs, and served as Justice of the Peace for a 
quarter of a century. In politics he was a Dem- 


ocrat and both he and his wife were highly re- 
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spected people. His death occurred at the age of 
seventy-four years, and Mrs. Blinn died at the 
age of eighty-three. 

Our subjeet is the tenth in their family of 
eleven children. In the usual manner of farmer 
lads he was reared to manhood, and acquired his 
early education ın the distriet schools and at an 
academy. At the age of eighteen he began clerk- 
ing in Burlington, Vt., where he remained five 
years. In 1842 he emigrated to Detroit, Mich., 
where he was employed in the same capacity until 
1848, when he came to Southport, and formed a 
partnership with H, W. Hubbard to carry on the 
dry-goods business, About 1854 he bought out 
his partner and continued sole proprietor until 
1861. when he sold out. The following year he 
was chosen clerk of the court, which position he 
fullowed for two years and in 1865 went to Chi- 
cago, entering the employ of a mercantile company, 
with which he remained until 1868, when he 
secured a position as purchasing agent for Field, 
Leiter & Co., with headquarters at New York, 
Two years later he became foreign purchasing 
agent for the firm of J. V. Farwell & Co., with 
headquarters in Manchester, England, whither he 
removed his family in 1872. He has visited Eng- 
land, Ireland, Scotland, France, Belgium, Germany, 
Switzerland, Austria, Bohemia and Suxony. For 
thirteen years he represented that house in Europe, 
making in the meantime twenty-six trips across 
the ocean. In 1883 he returned to Kenosha, 
where he has made his home continuously since, 

Politically, Mr. Blinn is a pronounced Republi- 
can, who does all in his power to promote the in- 
terests of that party. Previous to its rise he sup- 
ported the Whig party. His first Presidential 
vote was cast for William Henry Harrison and at 
the last presidential election he supported Benja- 
min Harrison, our present Executive. His extend- 
ed residence in free-trade England did not make 
him an advocate of free-trade measures. 
served as Alderman 
been an office seeker. 

in Detroit, Mich., Mr. Blinn was united in mar- 
riage with Miss Julia E, Wheeier, their union 
being celebrated on the 22d of August, 1854. The 
lady is a native of New York City and in early 


He has 


of Kenosha, but has never 
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life came West with her parents. Five children 
were born of this unior, but only one daughter is 
living—Jennie Louise. She, with her parents, 
are members of the Congregational Church, in 
He is 
active worker in the 
Young Men’s Christian Association of Kenosha, 


which Mr. Blinn is now serving as Deacon. 
also a Director, and an 


His upright life and honorable dealing have won 
him the confidence and high regard of all with 
whom business or pleasure have brought him in 
Forty-four years have elapsed since 
Mr. Blinn first became a resident of Southport; the 
men who were then in business have nearly all 


contact. 


passed away, and the few who still abide, are wait- 
ing with frosted locks to hear the final summons. 


AELS II. NELSON, who resides on section 31, 
Raymond Township, is one of the prosper- 
ous and enterprising citizens of Racine 
County. He has aided in the upbuilding of the 
community and the establishment of several indus- 
tries, and may well be numbered among the valued 
men who make their home in the township. Mr. 
Nelson was born in Hallingdahl, Norway, March 


16, 1834, and is a son of Herman Nelson, who was 
born and reared in the same place. By occupation 
he was a farmer and followed that business through- 
out his entire life. In his native land he married 
Carrie Tollevson, and unto them were born four 
children who accompanied their parents on the 
emigration to America ın 1842. After a long 
voyage of ten weeks, the vessel in which they 
sailed dropped anchor in the harbor of New York, 
and from thence Mr. Nelson and his family made 
their way to Racine County, Wis. He was the first 
man with a family to cross the Atlantic from his 
old neighborhood in Norway, and many of his 
friends predicted ill luck and almost questioned 
his sanity in undertaking such a thing, but he 
never regretted the step, and in later years many 
others followed his example. He took up his resi- 
dence on section 31, Raymond Township, where 
our subject now lives, purchasing part of the land 
and obtaming the remainder from the Government. 


f 
It was all a wild and unimproved tract, across | 
which ran the Indian trail from Milwaukce to | 
Mr. Nelson at once built a log house | 


Chicago. 
and then began the improvement of the farm 
which he made bis home until his death. He gave 
close attention to his business, labored industriously 
and obtained a handsome property. 
he was first a Freesoiler and then a Republican, 
Both he and his wife were members of the Luth- 
eran Church,and were held in high regard by all 
their neighbors. The death of Mr. Nelson occurred 
November 26, 1884, at the age of eighty-five years 
and three months, and his wife passed away Feb- 
ruary 8, 1871. 

As before stated, the family circle numbered 
four children, the eldest of whom, Mrs. Sarah 
tielson, a widow, resides in Chicago; Mrs. Betsy 
Daly is a resident of Dane County, Wis.; Nels H., 
of this sketch is the third in order of birth; and 
Julia is the wife of Thomas Adland, one of the 
leading citizens of this community. 

We now take up the personal history of our sub- 
ject—the member of the family in whom the 
people of Racine County are most interested. He 
entered upon his school life in Norway, but at the 
age of eight his studies were interrupted by his 
emigration to America. In the schools of Racine 
County his education was completed except that 
acquired through reading and observation, which 
have made him one of the well-informed men of 
the community. 
new farm is not unknown to him through personal 
experience. At an early age he began to swing 
the ax and cradle, drove the cattle to and from the 
pasture, and in fact performed all the tasks which 
go to make up farm work. As soon as old enough 
he assumed the management of the homestead and 
took care of his parents. It was in 1858 that he 
became its manager and his native business ability 
was soon-displayed in the marked progress and 
improvement made manifest on the farm. He now 
owns two hundred and fifty acres of valuable land 
under a high state of cultivation, a comfortable 
home surrounded by beautiful shade and ornamen- 
tal trees, a good orchard and all other accessories 
of a model farm. As a member of the firm of Ad- 
land & Nelson, he has also carried on a tile factory 
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In polities, | 


The hard labor of developing a | 
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at North Cape for the past five years, and the 
gentlemen also own a store and feed mill at that 
place. 

In Dane County, Wis., in 1857, Mr. Nelson was 
united in marriage with Miss Betsy Sanderson, a 
native of Norway, who came to this country with 
her parents when a maiden of six summers. Her 
father, Andres Sanderson, was born in Hallingdahl, 
Norway, about 1800, and in the usual manner of 
farmer lads was reared to manhood, receiving such 
educational advantages as the common-schools af- 
forded. He led to the marriage altar Miss Agatha 
Knudtson, who was born in the same locality as 
her husband. In 1846,they emigrated to America, 
leaving Drammond on a sailing vessel bound for 
New York, from whence they came by way of the 
canal and Great Lakes te Racine County, Wis. 
They made a location hovever in Dane County, 
upon an unimproved farm, their home being a log 
cabin, and in true pioneer style they began life in 
the West. Prosperity attended their efforts and 
the success which they achieved was worthy of 
high commendation. Mr. Sanderson died in July, 
1873, and his widow is now living in Buffalo 
County, S. D. He was a prominent man in the 
community where he resided, and his loss was deeply 
regretted. He held a number of public offices, 
was Supervisor of his township for several terms 
and for many years was Postmaster of the Perry 
postoffice in Dane County, being the first to hold 
that position. He and his wife were consistent 
and faithful members of the Lutheran Church and 
were people of sterling worth who had the confi- 
dence and high regard of all who knew them. 

By the union of Mr. and Mrs. Nelson have been 
born thirteen children, nine who are yet living 
and they have lost four. Caroline, the eldest, is 
the wife of Henry Jonnson of Norway Township; 
Herman, who was fitted for life by a course in 
Spencer’s Business College in Milwaukee, now has 


charge of Adland & Nelson’s store in North Cape, 


and is a young man of excellent business ability; 
Adolph Nicoli, the fourth child of the family, was 
born December 17, 1863, and died May 8, 1881. 
He had been reared to agricultural pursuits, educa- 
ted in the common-schools and was a young man 
of brilliant promise, an honor to his parents. He 
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held membership with the Lutheran Church of 
North Cape, and when he was called to his final 
home his remains were interred in the Lutheran 
Cemetery, where a beautiful monument marka his 
last resting place. Ellen, Emma, Tilla, Josephina, 
Louisa and Alfred, are all at home. The children 
were all born and reared on the home farm in 
Raymond Townsnip, and were educated in the 
public schools. Lessons of industry and thrift 
were taught them, thereby fitting them for the 
practical duties of life. 

In 1856. Mr. Nelson cast his first Presidential 
vote for John C. Fremont, and supported the Re- 
publican party until Grant’s second term, since 
which time he has been a Democrat. He has served 
as Supervisor of his township but has cared little 
for public office. He and his family are members 
of the Lutheran Church which he helped to organize 
and of which he has been a faithful and consistent 
member and officer. Mr. Nelson has met with ex- 


cellent success in his business career, owing to the 


industrious efforts he put forth. He is far-sighted, 
persevering and progressive, and has therefore won 
prosperity. 
cured him the confidence of all with whom he has 
come in contact and he is now numbered among 
the substantial and influential citizens of the 
county, where for almost half a century he has 
made his home. 


eins CES ESO 


OHN P. HOWELL, a retired farmer, resid- 
ing on section 29, Caledonia Township, Ra- 
cine County, is known and favorably so, to 
many of the citizens of this community, his 

circle of acquaintances being a large one. A native 
of Wales, he was born in Montgomeryshire, in 
1833, and is a son of Edward Howell, who was 
born in the same land. His father spent his entire 
life in Wales and after long years of usefulness 
passed away. His chosen pursuit was that of farm- 
ing. He was joined in wedlock with Miss Mary 
Pugh, and unto them were born three children, 
one of whom died in the Old Country. Our sub- 


ject was the eldest, and his brother, H. P., came to | 


His fair and honest dealings have se- | 
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this country, preached for a time in the Milwau- 
kee Welsh Presbyterian Church and is now a resi- 
dent of Columbus, Ohio. 

The early life of John P. Howell passed unevent- 
fully, his boyhood days being spent in the usual 
manner of farmer lads. He had to begin work 
early ana his educational privileges were meagre. 
He remained in Wales until nineteen years of age, 


| when he determined to try his fortune in America, 


of whose prospects and advantages he had heard 
such favorable reports and crossed the Atlantic to 
America, He made his first location in Utica, 
Oneida County, and in that neighborhood worked 
as a farm hand for about four years. It was in 
1855, that he first set foot on Wisconsin soil. Emi- 
grating Westward he became a resident of Racine 
and entercd the employ of George W. Sheldon. 
When by his industry and perseverance he had 
acquired a sufficient capital, he purchased a farm, 
his present home, which then comprised fifty-three 
acres of raw prairie land. A log cabin constituted 
the improvements and the tract was mostly covered 
with brush, twenty acres having been cleared or 
plowed, but it was not long until the entire amount 
was brought under cultivation and in return for 
the care and labor bestowed upon it, yielded a 
golden tribute. 

In Racine, Mr. Howell was united in marriage 
with Miss Jane Humphrey, a native of Wales, who 
has been a faithful companion and helpmate to 
him on life’s journey. By her assistance and en- 
couragement supplementing his enterprise and 
business ability, Mr. Howell has become a well-to- 
do man. They have now a pleasant home, sup- 
plied with the comforts of life, and there are barns 
and other improvements, such as are found ona 
model farm. No children have been born unto 
this worthy couple, but they have reared a nephew, 
John Williams, whom they took into their home 
at the age of three years. With them he remained 
for twenty years, until, having attained his major- 
ity, he went to Dakota, where he is now living. 
Both Mr. and Mrs. Howell are members of the 
Presbyterian Church and in the social world they 
rank high. He cast his first Presidential vote for 
Fremont and has voted for every Republican can- 
didate for the presidency since that time. He often 
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represents his part in conventions and takes an ac- 
tive interest in its growth and success. The cause 
of temperance has ever found in him a warm ad- 
vocate and on the side of right his influence is al- 
ways cast. 
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was elected the first Pathmaster for his towh and 
in 1847 and 1848 was chosen Supervisor for the 
town of Raymond and served on the Racine County 
Board. In 1847 he was representative from Racine 
County in the General Assembly of Wisconsin 
Territory, being elected on the Democratic ticket. 


| At the session of the Legislature of 1846, the town 


of Raymond was named in honor of its first white 


settler, Elisha Raymond. 


The subject of this sketch was a man of ener- 


| getic disposition, liberal in his views, generous and 


of his family in Wisconsin, was born in | 
Bennington County, Vt., in 1862, only five | 


years after the State was organized. 
removed with his parents to Madison County in 
his youth and was there married to Miss Martha 
Upham who was born in Worcester County, Mass., 


He | 


hospitable. He was one of the leading farmers in 
the pioneer days and it is said of him by good 
authority that in 1841, he raised three thousand 


| bushels of wheat from one hundred acres of land. 


in 1784, and went with her parents to Madison | 
country in childhood. Unto them were born a | 
family of thirteen children, but only five grew to | 
mature years and at this writing in 1492, only two | 


are yet living: Alvin and Mrs. Jane Howe. 


In the fali of 1835 Mr. Raymond emigrated from | 


N. Y., to that part of Michigan Territory which is 
now Wisconsin, in company with his son Alvin. 
They took passage on a sailing vessel which landed 
them at Chicago and thence they came to Racine 
on a small schooner, reaching that little frontier 
hamiet_on the 22d of September of that year. He 
and his sons made claims in what are now the 
townships of Raymond and Caledonia. In a pub- 
lished address of Judge Charles E. Dyer. delivered 
before the Old Settlers’ Society we find the follow- 
ing mentioned of Mr. Raymond: 


built a capacious two-story log house on his claim. 
A stone chimney was built in the house from the 
ground floor and it gives one a happy feeling to 
know of such comfort in the wilderness, as was 
afforded in that house by the great old-fashioned 
fire-place with which it was provided.“ 


enjoyment of Mr. Raymond’s backwoods hospi- 
tality. In 1836, he was elected one of the first 
Highway Commussioners of Racine County at a 
special election which was held in June, 1837. He 


The needy pioneer that came later found in Mr. 
Raymond a generous and warm-hearted neighbor. 
His death occurred in 1851. 


IO 


ALFRED G. PACEY, a prominent farmer 
and stock raiser who resides on section 26, 

Randall Township, Kenosha County, was 

Y) born on the farm which is still his home 
June 6, 1847, and is a worthy representative of an 
honored pioneer family. His parents, Thomas and 
Maria (Simpson) Pacey, were both natives of 
Yorkshire, England. His father emigrated to Gen- 
eva, N. Y., in 1838, and two years later Miss Simp- 
son crossed the Atlantic. In 1841 they were mar- 
ried in Geneva, where they made their home until 


| 1846, which year witnessed their arrival in Keno- 
“In the summer of 1836, Mr. Raymond, Sr., 


sha County, Wis., and saw them located on a farm 
on section 26, Wheatland, now Randall Township, 
where Mr. Pacey rented land for two years. They 
then removed to section 25, where he purchased 
one hundred and twenty acres, making that farm 
his home until 1873, when he sold and bought the 


| farm on which our subject now resides. , 
No doubt many a land and homesecker in the | 
wilderness of that day found much comfort in the 


The family numbered six sons: William, who is 
living in Newton County, Mo.; John, now de- 
ceased; Alfred, whose name heads this record; 
Robert, whose home is in Rock Falls, Iowa; and 
George and Henry who have both passed away. 
The father died October 2, 1875. He was a pro- 
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gressive and enterprising farmer, a Republican in 
politics, and a valued citizen of the community, 
respected by all who knew him. His wife survived 
him several years, and was called to her final home 
in February, 1891. 

We now take up the personal history of Alfred 
Pacey, who, in the common schools of the neigh- 
borhood, acquired a good English education. Upon 
the farm he was early inured to hard labor, and 
was surrounded by the care of a faithful father and 
mother, whose teachings have done much toward 
making him the useful citizen and respected man 
that we to-day find him. Throughout bis Mfe he 
has followed the occupation of farming, and is now 
the owner of one hundred and sixty acres of land 
which he has placed under a high state of cultiva- 
tion. ‘The well tilled fields and many improve- 
ments there to be seen, attest the fact that the 
owner is a careful manager. The only interrup- 
tion to his farming labors occurred when he was 
eighteen years of age. His country was then en- 
gaged in Civil War, and in 1865 he enlisted as a 
member of Company K, One Hundred and Fifty- 
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third Illinois Infantry, and served until. after the | 


cessation of hostilities, when he received his dis- 
charge and was mustered out in Springfield, III., 
September 27, 1865. He has been granted a pen- 
sion by the Government in recognition of his 
services. 

An important event in the life of Mr. Pacey, oe- 
curred on the 11th of May, 1870, when was cele- 
brated his marriage with Susan B. Dolby, who was 
born in Pleasant Prairie Township, in October, 
1849, and is a daughter of Thomas and Mary 
(Brooks) Dolby, who were natives of this State, 
but of English extraction. 
been born unto Mr. and Mrs. Pacey, but Thomas 
is now deceased. The four sons living are Oscar, 
Clifford, Edward and Arthur. 

The parents are both Methodist in their religious 
belief. Oyr subject, in his political affiliations is a 
Republican. He held the otlice of Treasurer of his 
township one year by election, and one year by 
appointment, and proved a capable and faithful 
officer, discharging his duties with promptness and 
fidelity. He is a member of Wilmot Lodge, No. 
241, F. & A. M. His entire life has been passed in 


Five children have 


this county, excepting six years that he lived in 
Missouri, where he is both widely and favorably 
known. He manifests a commendable interest in 
all that pertains to its welfare and upbuilding, and 
it is with pleasure that we present his sketch to 
our readers, 


ee ee 


ICHARD T. ROBINSON, a druggist of. 

= Racine, has the honor of being a native 
born citizen of Wisconsin. He was born in 
Kenosha, on the 22d of November, 1855, 

and is a represéntative of one of the early-settled 
families of Racine, now Kenosha County. More 
extended mention is made of the Robinson family 
in the sketch of Hon. Frederick Robinson, which 


| appears on another page of this work. 


Under the parental roof our subject was reared 
to manhood, and began his school life in his native 
city. His early education was supplemented by 
pursuing the literary course of study in Michigan 
University to the junior year, and then taking a 
pharmaceutical course, graduating in 1879. He 
was now fitted for the business in which he desired 
to engage, and in September of the same year came 
to Racine and purchased a small stock of drugs, 
opening a store, where he yet carries on business— 
205 Sixth Street. From year to year he has in- 
creased his stock in proportion to his constantly- 
growing trade, until it almost goes without saying 
that he has the most complete and clegant estab- 
lishment of the kind in the country. His fine line 
of goods, his courteous treatment, and fair and 
honest dealing have all combined to win him a 
liberal patronage. He has also an excellent drug- 
store at Racine Junction which he opened in 1887 


| and has since conducted. 


The marriage of Mr. Robinson was celebrated in 
Racine on the 17th of February, 1884, the lady of 
his choice being Miss Jeannette Bull, daughter of 
Stephen Bull, one of the prominent citizens of 
Racine. 

In political sentiment Mr. Robinson is a Demo- 
crat, though be has never sought or desired public 
preferment, preferring to devote his entire attention 


| 


to his dase He is nitabered among the 
energetic and successful young business men of 
Racine, his accumulations being largely the 
product of his own efforts. 


ELSON A. PENNOYER, M. D., one of the 

I ) oldest practicing physicians of Kenosha, is 
a native of Groten, Tompkins County, N 

Y. He was born April 3, 1849, and is a son of 
Edgar and Hulda W. (Weed) Pennoyer, a sketch 
of whom is given on another page of this volume. 
When a lad of eight summers Dr.: Pennoyer emi- 
grated to Kenosha with his parents, in 1857, and 
here prepared himself to enter the Sophomore class 
in the University of Michigan, but was induced to 
begin the study of medicine with Dr. H. P. Gatch- 
ell of this city although only sixteen years of age at 
the time. Later he entered the Hahnemann Medi- 
cal College of Philadelphia, Pa., and having pur- 
sued a complete course of study he was graduated 
from that institution in the Class of 70. He then 
returned to Kenosha, where he has practiced medi- 
cine continuously since, holding rank among the 
leading physicians of the city. 

Upon his graduation Dr. Pennoyer became asso- 
ciated with his father in conducting the old Ke- 
nosha Water Cure, which has since developed into 
the Pennoyer Sanitarium, and is more fully men- 
tioned elsewhere in this work. The Doctor is Sec- 
retary, Treasurer and Manager of the Pennoyer 
Sanitarium Company, and is also connected with a 
number of medical societies, including the Wiscon- 
sin State Homeopathic Medical Society, of which 
he has served as President; the American Institute 
of Homeopathy, and is an honorary member of the 
Illinois State Homeopathic Medical Society. 

Dr. Pennoyer was united in marriage in Ke- 
nosha with Miss Frances Furman, a native of 
Michigan, the wedding being celebrated July 19, 
1871. Their union was blessed with four children, 
but all have now been called to the home beyond. 
The Doctor and his wife are leading members and 
active workers in the Episcopal Church, of which 
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he hab been e for fifteen years, and 
Treasurer for a period of eleven years. Socially 
he is a member of the Odd Fellows' fraternity. 
Almost the entire life of Dr, Pennoyer has been 
passed in this city, and for twenty-two years he 
has here engaged in the practice of medical pro- 
fession, meeting with a success which comes not, 
save by close application and professional ability 
of a high order. He is a close student of the pro- 
fession, keeps abreast with all the discoveries re- 
lating to it, and by his merit has gained the liberal 
patronage which is now accorded him. He stands 
high in business circles and in the estimation of 
all with whom he has been brought in contact. 


5 HSE tw 


OHN W. HAY, who is engaged in general 


farming on section 33, Raymond Township, 
8 ; Racine County, was born in the house 


Y which is still his home, August 24, 1853, a 
record of which few can boast. The family is of 
English origin. The grandfather of our subject, 
Adam Hay, was a native of Northumberland, Eng- 
land, and when a young man learned the mason’s 
trade which he followed until his emigration to 
America. About 1840, accompanied by his family, 
he left his English home and sought a home in 
the New World. While crossing the ocean his 
wife died, leaving a family of five children— 
George, now deceased; John, who died on his way 
to California at the time of the gold excitement in 
that State; William, the father of our subject; Jane, 
wife of Peter McDonald, of Raymond; and James, 
who is living in Waterford. 

Adam Hay was afterward again married and his 
widow is still living on the old homestead. He 
came to Racine County soon after reaching the 
United States and from the Government secured a 
tract of land which proved to be on section 33, 
Raymond Township. After seeing his family in- 
stalled in a log cabin he began the work of im- 
provement and devoted his energies to farming 
until his death. 

William Hay, the father of John W. Hay, was 
a young man when with his parents he crossed the 


E 
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ocean. The hardships and trials of frontier life 
became a familiar story to him and the labor at- 
tending the development of a new farm became 
his daily toil. Upona part of his father’s land he 
began life for himself and in his agricultural pur- 
suits met with excellent success. His farm is now 
the home of our subject, and it continued to be 
his place of residence until he was called to his 
final rest. In this county he wedded Miss Mary 
Coad, a native of Land’s End, England, who came 
to America about the same time as her husband, 
and settled in Yorkville Township. Unto them 
were born but two children. The sister, Jane, be- 
came the wife of Samuel Sleeman, and died many 
years ago, when about twenty-five years of age. 
The father also departed this life when compara- 
tively young, passing away in 1858, at the age of 
thirty-three years. He was a regular attendant at 
the Yorkville church and took a commendable in- 
terest in all that pertained to the welfare and ad- 
vancement of the community. In politics he was 
a supporter of Republican principles. After his 
death his family continued to reside upon the old 
homestead and his widow subsequently married 
James Hay, a brother of her first husband. About 
1879 they removed to Waterford where they still 
make their home. 

The entire life of our subject has been passed 
upon the farm where his boyhood days were spent 
and in the home under whose protecting roof he 
grew to manhood. His primary education was 
supplemented by a course in Rochester Seminary, 
whereby he was prepared for the practical duties 
of life. For eighteen years past he has successfully 
carried on the old homestead, now having charge 
of two hundred acres of valuable land which he 
has placed under a high state of cultivation. His 
pleasant home is surrounded by good buildings 
and these lie in the midst of well-tilled fields which 
pay a golden tribute to the operator. 

Upon life’s journey Mr. Hay has had as a com- 
panion a most estimable lady, whose maiden name 
was Miss Mary Phillips. Her parents, Thomas 
and Ann Phillips, were both natives of Cornwall, 
England. and came to America in 1840, at which 
time they took up their residence in Racine County, 
Wis. Mrs. Hay was born in Yorkville, and their 


marriage was their celebrated gn Christmas Day of 
1879. By their union have been born two inter- 
esting children, a son and daughter—William G., 
born September 22, 1881; and Stella E., October 15, 
1887. 

Mr. Hay is a consistent and faithful member of 
the Methodist Church of Yorkville and of his 
means gives liberally to church and charitable 
work. He is benevolent and the poor and needy 
find in him a true friend. Politics has had no 
attractions for him except that he keeps well in- 
formed on the issues of the day as every true 
American citizen should do, Rather than seek 
oflice he much prefers to devote his attention to 
his extensive farming interests. His first vote was 
cast for President Hayes in 1876 and four years 
later he supported General Garfield. He next 
voted for Cleveland and has since been a Democrat, 
his views on the tariff question being in harmony 
with that party. He is a member of the Farmer's 
Alliance of Union Grove and is greatly interested 
in the work and success of that order. Prohibition 
principles have his warmest sympathy and support 
and his influence and example have ever been 
against the saloons. His upright life, his integrity 
and sterling worth have made him a highly es- 
teemed and valued citizen whom Racine County 
could ill afford to lose. His success in general 
farming is justly deserved and he is now one of 
the well-to-do men of Raymond Township. 


| ACOB GILL, who is engaged in the livery 
business in Burlington, Wis., has long been 

a resident of this community. His birth 

SY occurred in Brighton Township, Kenosha 
County, on the 31st of May, 1860, and he is a son 
of Jacob Gill. His father was a native of Ger- 
many, and came to America to try his fortune, 
believing that the United States furnished better 
opportunities to young men than the old countries. 
Crossing the Atlantic in a sailing vessel he contin- 
ued his journey until he had reached Wisconsin 
and made a settlement in Brighton Township, 
Kenosha County, where he remained until January 
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1866, when he removed with his family to Bur- 
lington, residing there an honored and valued 
citizen until his death. He was a man of promi- 
nence and influence in the community and held 
the office of Assessor, together with other public 
positions. In the year of his locating in Burling- 
ton he became agent for the Madison Mutual In- 
surance Company and met with excellent success 
in tbat line of business. By his marriage with 
Miss Mary Mich, eight children were born, of whom 
five are yet living: Jacob, John P., Catherine, Eva 
and William. who have grown to manhood and 
womanhood and have become respected members 
of society in the various communities where they 
reside. The death of Mr. Gill occurred March 1, 
1875. He was a member of the Roman Catholic 
Church, contributed liberally to its support and 
was a man of benevolence. The entire community 
mourned his loss for he had many friends among 
both young and old, rich and poor. His widow 
still survives him and resides in Burlington in 
comfortable circumstances, 


The subject of this sketch after pursuing his 
studies in the common schools took a full course of 
instruction in the Commercial College of Milwau- 
kee, Wis., and was thereby well fitted for the prac- 
tical duties of life. 


Entering upon his business 
carecr, he served for four years as a salesman in 
Burlington and for three years was similarly em- 
ployed in Milwaukee. At the expiration of that 
time he embarked in general merchandising in 
Burlington in January, 1884, and carried on the 
business with good success until 1890, when he 
disposed of bis store and opened a livery stable, of 
which he is yet proprietor. It is one of the best 
stables in Burlington, is fitted up with all modern 
conveniences and is complete in all its appoint- 
ments. He has sixteen horses, a fine line of bug- 
gies and carriages and a hearse and also runs a bus 
and baggage line, while during the summer season 
he engages in conveying passengers and baygage 
to the summer resorts in this locality. His busi- 
ness brings him in a good income for he receives 
a liberal patronage. 

In his political affiliations Mr. Gill is a Demo- 
crat who cast his first Presidential vote for Grover 
Cleveland and has since supported the principles 


same occupation. 
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of Democracy. He and his wife are devoted mem- 
bers Of St. Mary's Catholic Church. Their mar- 
riage was celebrated October 24, 1884, the lady 
being Miss Mary A. Brenner. She was born Sept- 
ember 3, 1860, and is a daughter of Alois and 
Caroline (Rueter) Brenner, natives of Germany. 
Five children graced their union, three sons and 
two daughters, but the two eldest, Laura and Eleo- 
nara, are deceased. Raymond J., Leona C. 
and Edmund M. are still at home, 


now 


manufacturers of Racine, who has been 
) prominently connected with the business 
interests of the city for some years, was 
born in Brandvold, Hedemarkenamt, Norway, Sep- 
tember, 24, 1843, and is a son of S. and Bertha 
(Arnts) Field, both of whom were natives of the 
same place. Our subject was the first of the fam- 
ily to come to America and following his arrival, 
his parents, five brothers and two sisters crossed 
the Atlantic. ‘The parents still live, their home 
being in Forest City, lowa. ‘The father has made 
farming his life work and two sons follow the 
Four of the boys are residents 
of Racine. 

Upon his father’s farm Martin Field was reared 
to manhood and in the winter time when his ser- 
vices were not needed in the farm work he acquir- 
ed an education in his native tongue. After coming 
to this country he attended school though most of 
his knowledge of the English language has been 
acquired by reading. When seventeen years of 
age he commenced to learn the cabinet-maker’s 
trade, serving four years as an apprentice,in which 
time he mastered the business. In 1867 he bade 
udieu to home and native land and after sailing 
seven wecks landed at Quebec. Two weeks later 
he set out foot upon Wisconsin territory in Racine 
and soon obtained a position with L. S. Blake, who 
was engaged in manufacturing fanning mills. 
Afterward Mr. Field followed contracting and 
building for about two years and in 1876, in con- 
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nection with J. F. Johnson began manufacturing | tive workers in the Methodist Episcopal ‘Church, 


fanning milis for himself. Their first shop was 
ina small frame building which they rented. 
Without capital or financial backing and in compe- 
tition with nine other firms in the same business 
in this city it was predicted that this infant indus- 
try would die ereit was old enough to be chris- 
tened. As Mr. Field is a practical mechanic and 
his partner an experienced and capable salesman 
their harmonious and united efforts have made 
theirs by far the most extensive business in that 
line in this part of the country, while all save five 
of the firms who were manufacturing mills when 
Messrs. Johnson & Field began, have gone out of 
the business, 
year by year. 
inadequate and they bought and built at their 
present location—Racine Junction. A more ac- 
curate idea may he obtained of the extent of their 
business by stating that they give employment to 
a large number of hands and manufacture yearly 
over three thousand machines. ‘Their products 
have a wide sale and in addition to the home 
market they ship to Mexico, Central and South 
America, Africa, Asia Minor, India, Germany, Ire- 
land, etc. In 1887, the firm became an incorpo- 
rated company with M.S. Field as President and 
J. F. Johnson, Secretary and Treasurer, under the 
style of the Johnson-Field Company, which takes 
rank among the leading firms of the city. 


Politically, Mr. Field is a Republican, having | 


supported that party since becoming an American 
citizen. He is now serving as a member of the 
City Council from the Second Ward. Much credit 
is due our subject for his successful business career 
when it is remembered that he came to 
stranger to our language, customs and business 
methods, possessed of about #16 and that now he 


is a member of one of the substantial business | 


firms of the city. 
In 1878, in Racine, Mr. Field wedded Miss Mary 


of Bradsberg, South Norway. She came to the 
United States in 1867. Their union has been 
blessed with five children, but only one is now liv- 
ing—-Belle. The deceased are Mary, Ida, Henry 
and Henry M. Both Mr. and Mrs. Fields are ac- 


| and none could be more sincerely mourned. 
they have increased their product | 
In two years the old shop became | 


Racine a | 


in which he has been an official for many years 
and has been a delegate to the general conference. 
They also labor earnestly in the Sunday-school 
cause. 

Henry M. Field died January, 17, 1892, after a 
short illness, at the age of eighteen years. He was 
a student in Rush Medical College, and while pur- 
suing his studies at that institution was taken sick 
brought home, and notwithstanding all that loving 
parents, friends, and the best medical skill could 
do, he peacefully passed away. No young man 
in Racine gave greater promise of future usefulness, 
To 
know him was to admire and love him. 


$ 


was in Meifod, ee 
North Wales, August 8, 1813, and was 
a son of David and Elizabeth Vaughan. 
His father was an architect by profession and his 
family were in comfortable circumstances and 
highly respected. David Vaughan dıed when his 
son was quite young. William received a fair 


| education, but owing to the death of his father he 


had to begin life for himself at an earlyage. When 
twenty-five he was in theemploy of Hugh Reveley, 
Esq., of Brynygwin, near Dolgeliey, as overseer of 
his farm. There he became acquainted with Eliza- 
beth Williams and they were married soon after- 
ward, 

Leaving Mr. Reveley, Mr. Vaughan embarked 
in business as a dealer in flour at Dolgelley, but in 
the summer of 1842, with others from the same 
neighborhood, emigrated to America. They came 
direct to Racine, where the previous fall a colony 
of Welsh settlers had located. The city was then a 


| small village, money was not plentiful and employ- 
Ingebretson, a native of Porsgrund in the Province | 


ment hard to obtain, but Mr.and Mrs. Vaughan met 


| all difficulties with undaunted courage. He worked 


at whatever he could find to do and she kept 
boarders. Ere long Mr. Vaughan procured a team 
of oxen and engaged in breaking prairie. About 


1848 he established a general store on Main Street 
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im Racine, and two years later bought the south- | joining. His home was noted for its hospitality, 


east corner of Sixth and College Avenue, remov- 
ing to that place. 
dealing his business was a success. In 1854, he 
sold out his store to Vaughan & Wiliiams, and 
three years later accompanied by his wife returned 
to Wales on a visit to their old home. 
very energetic and enterprising disposition, he was 


not content to be out of business and soon after | 


their return be entered into partnership with Capt. 
David Evans in the lumber businessin Berlin, Wis., 
which connection continued for several years, al- 
though he still made his home in Racine. 
selling out, Mr. Vaughan bought a flouring-mill in 
Berlin, but subsequently he disposed of his busi- 


ness interests in that place and in 1865 bought the | 


Lyons Mills in Walworth County, of which he re- 
tained possession until near the close of his life. 
In addition to this he was also in partnership with 
his nephew, R. Blair Jones, in the grocery business 
in Racine. 

Mr. Vaughan took great interest in politics. He 
identified himself with the Whig party and was a 


warm advocate of ,its principles until the Repub- 
lican party sprang into existence, with which he | 


affiliated until Horace Greeley became a candidate 
for the Presidency. Greeley was his ideal states- 
man and politician and to him Mr. Vaughan gaye 
his support. After that he did nut take a very 
active part in politics. He filled many offices of 
honor and trust, was a member of the City Coun- 
cil for several years and also of the School Board. 


He held the office of County Treasurer in 1885-86, | 


and was Mayor of the city in 1859. He was one 
of the Presidential electors from Wisconsin when 
Abraham Lincoln was first elected, and in 1875 he 
was Chairman of the Board of Supervisors—the 
year that the Court House waserected. The cause 
of education found in him a warm friend; he took 
the deepest interest in the public schools and felt 
a great pride in its graduates. Mr. Vaughan was 
reared in the Church of England, but after about 
four years after he came to Racine joined the 
Welsh Presbyterian Church and was one of its 
most prominent members and liberal supporters. 
He served both as Secretary and Treasurer of the 
church and was elected Elder a few years after 


Through his industry and fair | 


Being of a | 


Then, 


and himself and estimable wife entertained more 
ministers than any other Welsh family in the city. 
He was widely known in his denomination as he 
was often sent asa delegate to the Presbyteries 
and General Assemblies. He was also the general 
Treasurer of the Mission Board of the Welsh Pres- 
byterian Church. In whatever position he was 
placed, whether in connection with business, public 
or religious affuirs, he was always the same reliable, 
painstaking and conscientious man. His honesty 
and integrity were above question. At his death 
the City Council passed resolutions of respect and 
condolence as did also the directors of the First 
National Bank, he having been one of the number 
for many years. 

Mr, Vaughan died May 22, 1879, at the age of 
sixty-six years. His illness was of short duration 
and when the news of his death was spread through 
the city it could hardly be credited, for he had 
always been a robust man and few outside of his 
family had heard of his indisposition. He was 
buried at Mount Cemetery and his funeral was 
largely attended not only by his friends, but 
officially by the old settlers, School Board, City 
Council, Directors of the First National Bank, ex- 
Mayor and Senator James R. Doolittle. His wife 
died July 5,1885. The memory of both is revered 
by a large number of neighbors and friends. 


fancy groceries, of Racine, was born in 
VW Prussia, Germany, January 1, 1836, and is 
a son of‘ Jacob and Theodocia (Van Elton) 


| ae, BAUMANN, dealer in staple and 


both of whom were also natives of 
Germany. His father did an extensive business 
as a manufacturer of cotton goods. He made 
several trips to this country, the first in 1853, 
again in 1855, and afterward in 1865. in which 
year he made a permanent location in Racine, 


Baumann, 


making this city his home until his death. which 
oceurred January 12, 1878. He lost his wife abou 
ten years before, her death having occurred in 1868. 
In their family were three sons and two dauglıters 


ay 


whe grew to man sad womanhood, were married | 
and became the heads of famılies and residents of 
Racine. Theodore, who engaged in business in 


this city for a number of years, diod in his fifty- 


ine, who became the wife of Arnold Caston, is also | 


deceased; William is the fourth in order of birth; 
Frank is carrying on business as a hardware 
merchant on Main Street; and Theodora is the 
wife of Charles Vettray, a grocer and baker 
Racine. 

No event of special importance occurred during 
the chiidhood days of our subject, which were spent 


of | 


in his native land in attendance at the common | 


schools. Crossing the broad Atlantic in 1853 he 
man of seventeen years. In the month of Novem- 
ber he landed in New York City, and spent the 
three succeeding yetrs in travelling through the 
South. During that time he engaged in clerking 
in a number of different towns. In 1857 he came 
to Racine and commenced business with a very 
limited stock of groceries, but it was not long until 


his poorly filled shelves were well supplied with | 


everything found in a first-class store of that kind. 
He still carries on the trade which he has now 
followed for thirty-four years and a liberal pat- 
ronage rewards him. 

On the 11th of February, 1859, Mr. Baumann 
was joined in wedlock in Racine, with Miss Mary 
Lieglar, a Bohemian lady, daughter of John Lieg- 
lar. By their union have been born eight children 
who are yet living, and they lost six in infancy 
and early childhood. The eldest, Louisa, is the 
wife of F. J. Kaupel of Milwaukee; William 
Baumann is married and resides in this city, being 
foreman of his father’s brick yard; Mary, Otto, 
Clara, Cecelia, Freddie and Amanda are the other 
members of the family. Mr. Baumann, his wife 
and children belong to the Catholic Church. 

Other business interests outside the grocery 
trade have engrossed the attention of our subject. 
At une time he was the owner of a vessel on the 
lakes and engaged in the shipping business, buying 
and shipping timber and wood. He established a 


cooper shop in Racine and for a time engaged in 
the manufacture of barrels. He also started a mill 
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= the dilata of « cotton batting, and carried 


on a successful business in that line for about ten 


years. He is one of the industrious and enterpris- 


| 

| 

| ing men of this city and has done much toward 

sixth year leaving a family of two children, Cather- | 
| 

| 

| 

| 

I 


building up its industries and advancing its best 
interests. In 1881 Mr. Baumann commenced the 
manufacture of both common and pressed brick, 
and the product of his factory will compare favor- 
ably with that of any other establishment of the 
kind in the city. While he has engaged in various 
enterprises, he has the sagacity and business ability 
not to risk too much, yet is progressive and his 
enterprising spirit has been a benefit to Racine. 
Honest and upright in all his dealings, he has 


| won the confidence of those with whom his busi- 
became a resident of this country when a young | 


ness relations have brought him in contact and 
made many acquaintances who have become his 
lasting friends. 

In political sentiment Mr. Baumann is a Repub- 
lican and a stanch supporter of that party. He 
has taken quite an active interest in local affairs, 
and has frequently been called upon to serve in 
positions of public trust. He has filled the office 
of City Assessor, was Alderman of his ward, and 
served as a member of the Board of County Super- 
visors, and in other local offices. In whatever 
position he has been called upon to fill he has dis- 


charged his duties with promptness and fidelity to 


the credit of himself and the satisfaction of his 
constituents. 


> EO ER 


dá pPILLIAM MATTOCKS FARR, M. D., al- 
W though comparatively a young man, is one 

of the oldest physicians in years of prac- 
tice in the City of Kenosha. He is a son of Dr. 
Asahel and Martha (Wheeler) Farr, and was born 
in Peacham, Vt., November 23, 1853. Asahel 
Farr was born in Waterford, Vt., October 10, 1820, 
grew to manhood in his native State and after re- 
ceiving his primary education in the common 
schools, entered the medical department of Dart- 


mouth College, Hanover, N. H., from which he was 


graduated in 1846. After receiving his diploma, 


| he commenced the practice of medicine in East St. 
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premeri vt. but in 1847, removed to Peacham 
in the same State, where he subsequently married 
Miss Mary Wheeler, who was also a native of Ver- 
mont. Like many other young and ambitious men, 
he believed the West afforded better opportunities 
for advancement and therefore in 1854, emigrated 
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entered the Chicago Medical College, of Chic ago, 
from which he was graduated in the spring of 1878. 
Returning home, he at once commenced practice 


| and in the fourteen years that have since passed, 


to Wisconsin and located in Kenosha, where he | 
continued to reside until his death, engaged in the | 


practice of his chosen profession. 
was well taken up with his practice, like every 
other good and patriotic citizen, he yet gave some 
attention to political matters. 
for the Union, he was a Democrat, 
States of the South attempted to overthrow the 
general Government, he united with the party 
that stood for the defense of the Union, and he 
was ever afterward a Republican. For seven years 
he served as Mayor of Kenosha, from 1859 until 
1863 and again in 1871 and 1872. The following 


year he was elected and served one term in the Gen- | 


eral Assembly of the State and in 1876 and 1877 
was in the State Senate. That he served his con- 
stituents faithfully and acceptably, goes without 
saying. He was also President of the Board of 
Education of Kenosha for several years. In 1878, 
his wife died leaving three children 
now a practicing physician in Chicago; William 
M., our subject; and Martha, wife of James Nut- 
ting, of Davenport, Iowa. Subsequently the Doc- 
tor married Mrs. Emma Durfee. Mrs. Martha 


While his time | 


Prior to the war | 
but when the | 


Albert L., | 


Farr was a consistent member of the Congrega- | 


tional Church, to which body the Doctor also be- 
longed. He was alsoa member of the Masonic 
fraternity. A good business man, he took part in 
many of the business enterprises of his adopted 


city, doing all in his power to advance its interests. | 
He died leaving many friends to mourn his loss. | 


William M. Farr. the subject of this sketch, was 


but a few months old when his parents removed to | 


Kenosha, and here he has spent almost his entire 
life, and few men are better or more favorably 
known. After attending the High School of this city, 
he entered Beloit College, but on account of fail- 


ing health was compelled to abandon his studies | 


before graduating. After leaving college he spent 
some time on a farm and thus regained his health. 
Then he read medicine with his father and later 


he has built up a practice with which he may well 
be satisfied. At present, he is the local surgeon 
of the Chicago & Northwestern Railroad Company. 
A Republican politically, he is not a politician in 
the usual acceptation of the term, preferring to give 


| his undivided attention to the practice of his pro- 


fession. 

In Chicago, July 17, 1879, Dr. Farr was united 
in marriage with Beatrice J. Keith, a native of Ili- 
nois, though of Scotch descent, lier parents both 
being natives of Scotland. Five children have 
been born unto them—Irving K., who died in his 
second year; Edna W., Malcolm D., Reginald H., 
and William M., Jr. Religiously, the Doctor and 
his wife are members of the Episcopal Church. 


ON FOXWELL. In the spring of 1840, 
John Foxwell, a farmer and a son of a 
farmer, and a native of the Parish of Mull- 
ion, County of Cornwall. England, having 

become dissatisfied with farming and the prospects 
of farmers as carried on in England at that time, 
and having learned that land could be obtained 
for the mere nominal price of five shillings per 


acre in America, resolyed to go and prove for him- 


self what could be done in the New World. Ac- 
cordingly he set sail by way of Quebec, and in due 
time found himself at the home of a friend by the 
name of Reed, residing near Strongsville, Ohio. 
But not finding anything that suited him in Ohio, 
being a wooded country, and himself not brought 
up to the use of an ax as most of the young Amer- 
icans were at that time, he was advised to procecd 
to Wisconsin, a prairie country, just then opening 
up to settlement. Accordinglv, in company with 
a son of Mr. Reed, they proceeded to Racıne and 
penetrated as far as the township of Yorkville. 
He was so pleased by the fine appearance of the 
country that he resolved at once to make a settle- 
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ment, so he bought a quarter-section of land and 
proceeded to crect a small log house on it, where he 
and Mr. Reed lived for some time, keeping bache- 
lor’s hall. From here Mr. Foxwell wrote several 
letters to his friends in England, describing the 
beauty and apparent advantages of the country. 
these letters being published in the West Briton, 
the county paper in England, gave a great impetus 
to the emigration sentiment in England, and in 
the spring of 1841, two other families determined 
to go—Hannibal Shepherd, a brother-in-law 
of Foxwell, and Mr. Samuel Triggs. After 
the usual sea voyage and trip up the country, they 
arrived safely in Wisconsin, both securing very 
handsome locations on land and were very highly 
pleased with the country, both writing back simi- 
lar letters to Mr. Foxwell, and by the spring of 
1842 the whole of “ Meneague’’ was up in arms 
for America, and a great number resolved to go. 
A ship called the Orient“ was chartered from the 
Foxes of Falmouth, to bring the live cargo to New 
York. The “Orient” was an old East Indiaman, 
condemned for that service, so with the copper 
taken from her bottom she was sent to New York 
with this precious freight, but she landed her pas- 
sengers safely. 

An incident happened in connection with the 
sailing of the“ Orient,“ that the writer of this was 
a witness to. It happened the vessel the writer was 
on, the “Alchemist,” and the “Orient” sailed the 
same day, April 3, 1842. When five days out we 
were having, what the sailors call, a rolling-day 
We were lying with close reefed topsails and roll- 
ing at a tremenduous rate, when we saw the “Or- 
ient” coming down upon us with all headsails set 
and apparently a fine breeze. She came within a 
quarter of a mile of us, when she also lost her 
wind and commenced to roll at a fearful rate, so 
much so that we could see her keel clear out of water 
from one end to the other, and frequently, as we 
sat on the windlass watching her, the remark would 
be passed, She's gone this time, she will never 
right again.“ Nearly all the passengers brought 
over by the Orient” from Mullion and neighbor- 
ing parishes came to Wisconsin,among whom was 
a William Thomas, a son of William Thomas, 
of Mullion. Young Mr. Thomas was a clever 
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young man, who married a sister of the before- 
mentioned Mr. Shepherd, could not find a place 
that suited him as well as did Mr. Foxwell’s quar- 
ter section, he therefore bought Mr. Foxwell out, 
the consideration being £200. 

Mr. Foxwell took his £200 and bought a farm in 
Caledonia, situated on Root River, where he lived 
for many years. He finally sold out in Caledonia 
and came to Yorkville and bought the old Adams 
farm, well known to the early settlers in this part 
of Wisconsin, where he lived until the time of his 
death some years ago. If it had not been for the 
pioneer efforts of Mr. Foxwell the writer of this 
sketch, and perhaps many other Cornish people, 
would never have seen this part of the world. Mr. 
Foxwell was a very intelligent man and a very 
agreeable companion, the writer having spent many 
days and nights under his hospitable roof. His 
father was also considered a very superior man in 
the neighborhood in which he lived. 

There are many other things that might be men- 
tioned in regard to the early settlement of Racine 
and Kenosha, but space forbids. 


= ceoak- 


r= RASTUS C. PECK was born in Hartford 
E County, Connecticut, in November, 1837, 
and was therefore but four years of age when 
brought by his parents to Wisconsin Territory, in 
June, 1841. He grew to manhood on his father’s 
farm, and received a good English education in 
the common schools and in a seminary. For two 
terms he taught school, but farming was his chief 
occupation until 1872. 

In Racine he married Miss Helen M. Sears, daugh- 
ter of Lewis Sears, one of the pioneer settlers of 
Racine County. Of this union four children were 
born, of whom two are living—Lewis N., a ranch- 
man of Endicott, Wash. and Mrs. E.G. Peck, of 
Baraboo, Wis. In 1880 the mother was called to 
her final rest, 

While residing in Caledonia Township, Mr. Peck 
served three terms as Chairman of the Town Board 
of Supervisors, by virtue of which office he was also 
a member of the County Board. In 1872 he was 
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2 1 pa Clerk, wid with the exception of | 
one interval from 1874 to 1876 he held the office 
continuously until 1886, thus filling the position 
for a longer period than it had ever been held 
before. 

During his official service Mr. Peck was pre- 
paring a set of abstract books and since 1886 has 
given his time wholly to that business. In 1887 
he formed a partnership with John W. Knight, who 
had also been in that business for some time, the 
firm becoming Knight & Peck. For greater accu- 
racy they keep two complete sets of books. 

Mr. Peck is a member of the Odd Fellow's fra- 
ternity of Racine, being a Past Grand and a Past 
Grand Representative. He also belongs to the 
Royal Arcanum, of which he is a Past Regent, Past 
Grand Regent. and Supreme Representative. 

In politics he is a Republican, having supported 
that party since casting his first Presidential vote 
for Lincoln. He is a member of the Presbyterian 
Church. 

For over fifty years Mr. Peck has been a resident 


of Racine County, and during that half century has 
witnessed the progress of the county from a com- 
parative wilderness to a finely improved agricultu- 
ral section, and has seen Racine grow from a vil- 
lage of no importance to the first manufacturing 
city in the State. 


+ GIA CEA — 


Fred and John. 


'RCHIBALD COOPER, late of Waterford 
Township, Racine County, and one of the 

) honored citizens of that community, was 

a native of New York, born in Palatine, 
Montgomery County, May 8, 1810. He was of 
Irish descent,and mention is made of his family 
in the sketch of Samuel Cooper on another page 
of this work. His carly education was acquired 
in the common schools of the neighborhood, his 
advantages in that line being more meagre than 
was his training in farm work. He emigrated to 
Wisconsin in September, 1836, and empty-handed 
had here to begin life at the bottom of the ladder. 
He first stopped at Waterford, but as he could not 
find employment in that locality went to Illinois, 
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wis re ENT until the spring of 1837 wm 
he returned to Wisconsin and made the purchase 
of one hundred and sixty acres of land, the north- 
east quarter of section 33, Waterford Township. 
For a half century he there made his home and 
his widow and family yet reside upon that farm. 
He lived in a log cabin and was his own house- 
keeper, cook and laundress. He labored untiringly, 


| sometimes being employed by others and again 


engaging in the development of his own land. 
His humble cabin became a popular resort in the 
then new settlement, particularly with the young 
men situated much like himself. Of all that 
visited his home at that time only two are yet 
living, N. H. Palmer and James Gibson, both of 
Waterford Township. 

In 1839 Mr. Cooper married Sally Ann Whitman, 
of Honey Creek, Walworth County, whose parents 
are among the earliest settlers in this community. 
The lady died in 1844, leaving a daughter, Ellen 
M., who resides in Rochester Township. On the 
20th of March, 1846, Mr. Cooper was again mar- 
ried to Miss Emily Palmer, of Beaver Dam, who 
still survives him. She is a native of New York, 
her birth having occurred in Chenango County. 
June 11, 1824. In 1845 she came to Wisconsin, 
where she has made her home since the age of 
years. The young couple began their 
domestic life in a small log cabin, and underwent 
the usual experiences and hardships of pioneer 
life. Unto them were born three sons—Hugh R.. 
The first two are still making 
their home with their mother and carry on the 
large farm of two hundred and forty acres. John 
is the owner of a valuable tract of land of one 
hundred and sixty acres, which was a part of the 
homestead and which he purchased of the estate. 
These gentiemen have practically had the manage- 
ment of the farm for the last eighteen years and 
have conducted its affairs in a business like and 
successful manner, at the same time carefully caring 
for their mother. The Cooper homestead is situ- 
ated on the most beautiful thoroughfare of the 
township, two miles west of Waterford, and it was 
one of the first farms developed in the country. 

In politics, Mr. Cooper was a life long Democrat, 
and was Past Master of Temple Lodge, A. F. & A. 


M., at Waterford; also a 8 of en C bene 
ter, R. A. M., and the Commandery of that city. 
He took a great interest in the society, and was 
one of its most honored members in this section 
of the State as was attested by the large attendance 
of Masons at his funeral, which was conducted 
with Masonic ceremonies. His death occurred 
December 2, 1885. He was a progressive and 
valued citizen, a man of pleasant and genial man- 
ner, and all who knew him, held him in high regard. 
His home was the abode of hospitality and his 
friends were indeed many. He lived an upright 
life, and in his death the community suffered a 
great loss. His remains were interred in the cem- 
etery at Honey Creek, where his father, mother and 
other members of the family are buried. 
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\ HILIP HEIMBACH, deceased; was of Ger- 
man extraction and a native of Columbia 

County, Pa., where he was born in 1788, 

and the eldest of a family of three sons 
and seven daughters, namely: Philip, Daniel, Peter, 
Mary, Catherine, Jennie, Betsy, Susan, Maggie and 
Rebecca. Our subject acquired a common-school 
education, and about 1812 married Miss Eva Gigar, 
daughter of Henry and Mary (Hill) Gigar. Her 
father was a prosperous cabinet-maker and owned 
a farm upon which was discovered the first iron 
ore in Pennsylvania. He died in 1836. The fam- 
ily numbered seven sons and three duughters, as 
follows: Eva, wife of Philip Heimbach, Absalom, 
Daniel, Henry, Joseph, Jacob, Solomon, Eli; Susan, 
wife of Peter Heimbach; Mary, wife of George 
Shane, and Elizabeth, wife of John Critz. 

The year 1825 witnessed the removal of Philip 
Heimbach and his family to Livingston County, 


N. V., where he engaged in farming and black- | 


smithing for four years. He then spent the suc- 
ceeding four years in Genesee County, after which 
he removed to the town of Lockport, N. Y., and 
thence to Niagara County, where Mr. Heimbach 
died August 21, 1833, at the age of forty-five 
years and ten months. 


Here the summer had been | 
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pimai contencting for the Lockport Poor House, 
and through the treachery of a middleman the only 
return Mr. Heimbach realized for his labor was the 
pine coffin in which he was borne from a home 
that was minus floor, windows and door, The 
widow thus left with a family of eleven children 
was a lady of refinement, and the struggle to 
maintain her family was a hard one but she came 
She died in Waterford Township, 
Racine County, February 3, 1889, at the very ad- 
vanced age of ninety-six years. 


off conqueror. 


“You may cover with garlands the patriot’s grave 

And perfume the rest of the faithful and brave; 

Bring the beauty and fragance of spring's sweetest 
bioom 

To honor and hallow the dead hero's tomb. 


But no floral wreaths loving hands can entwine 
Can rival the memories our fond hearts enshrine, 
Of that noble old mother, the faithful and blest; 
Honored martyr to kindred, serene be thy rest.’’ 


Her children were Susan, Peter, Michael, Benja- 
min, Daniel, Elizabeth, Mary, Joseph, Henry, 
Rachel and Elias. The history of the family can 
not fail to be of interest to many of our readers, 
and we herewith append a sketch of the children. 
born June 17, 1813, in Columbiana 
County, Pa., united in marriage, in the 
year 1830, to Simon Cope, who was a well-to-do 
pump-maker, honest to a fault. Five sons and 
eight daughters were born to them. One son was 
killed in the battle of Cold Harbor. Those living 
are: Sarah Ann, who became the wife of Henry 
Bader and now lives in Michigan; to them were 
seven Children— Charles Albert, Eugene, 
Clarence Herbert, Ettie, Alice, and Edwin and Ed- 
gar, twins who died in infancy. David was mar- 
ried to Mary Emma Cornell, October 28, 1854, to 
whom were born two children—Charles Burton 
and Frank. David enlisted in the Union army 
from Michigan and died in the service; Elizabeth, 
wife of William Fidinger, of Oakfield, N. Y., by 
whom she has three children—Nellie, Arthur and 
Mary; Isaac, born in Oakfield, married Josephine 
Hundredmark and Frank, Belle, Maud and Jay are 
their children; Martha, a native of Oakfield, be- 
came the wife of Sidney Wright who died fifteen 
years later, and two of her children died in one 


Susan, 
was 


born 
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week. She is now the wife of Mr. Lao; Philip, 


born in Oakfield, was a brilliant, self-educated man 
who held several important offices; he made Miss 
A. Nash his wife, and their children are Orville, 
Ida, William, Winnie, George and Pearl. Rachel, 
born in Oakfield, was a talented lady and artist 
who followed school-teaching until she married 
Levi Fisk; Eftie, born in Oakfield, was the wife of 
John Lorish, and died February 9, 1890; Charles, 
born January 7, 1849, became a school teacher and 
is living in Bar re, N. Y., with his wife, who also 
engaged in teaching in her maidenhood when she 
was Miss Mary Fisk; Alice, born October 18, 1876, 
is the wife of Lewis Hundredmark, of Ulda, N. V.; 
Ella, born October 16, 1855, possesses considerable 
talent as a crayon artist. 

Peter Heimbach, the second child of Philip 
Heimbach. was born in Columbia County, Pa., No- 
vember 19, 1815, and was reared a farmer and 
blacksmith. In 1847 he married Miss Eastman, of 
Burlington,Wis., an educated lady who has written 
much and has also been a public speaker. Their 
children are: Estelle, who inherited her mother’s 
talent and became a successful physician in Pipe- 
stone, Minn.; she married Myron Perrigo, astation 
agent of Hatfield. Amos married Miss Ida Pem- 
berton and is a farmer and thresher; Eva, born in 
East Troy, is the wife of Robert Thomas, a farmer of 
Edgerton, Minn.; Ella became the wife of Edward 
Hart, a farmer of Cottage Grove, Wis., and they 
have two children—Roscoe and Cora; Lena is a 
teacher of recognized ability employed in the 
Normal School of Pipestone, Minn., and Birdie, 
who also engaged in teaching, is the wife of Anton 
Kissan, of Edgerton, Minn. 

Michael, the third child of Philip Heimbach,was 
born in Columbia, Pa., January 28, 1817, and isa 
prosperous farmer of Charlevoix, Mich. He mar- 
ried Lucy Hill, and they have seven sons and six 
daughters: Daniel, the eldest, born in Flint, Mich., 
enlisted in the Union army and served three years. 
Catherine Parsons became his wife in Charlevoix, 
where he has an eighty-acre farm; Augusta became 
the wife of Henry Engles, a farmer who also was a 
Union soldier. Their children are Elbert, Delbert, 
and Edna; Viola is the wife of Henry Harden, a 
farmer, and Nora, Cora, Fred, Frank and a baby 
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mourn the loss of their mother who died bn. 1883; 
Carlos wedded Mary Parsons and isa farmer of 
Charlevoix; Loretta is the wife of William Thomas, 
a well-to-do farmer, by whom she has three chil- 
dren— Willie, George and Lucy; Flora became the 
wife of William Reed, who died leaving a daugh- 
ter, Ellen, and after his death she again married; 
Florence died at the age of thirty years; Ella died 
soon after her marriage to William Eastcote; Her- 
man married a Miss Parsons and follows farming. 

Benjamin F. Heimbach, the fourth of the family, 
was born February 27, 1819, and is a successful 
business man. He came to Wisconsin in 1843 with 
but fifty cents in his pocket and by push and thrift 
became the owner of seven hundred acres of land. 
Each of his eleven children received land and 
money equal to $2,200. He retains only one hun- 
dred and sixty acres of land upon which is a beau- 
tiful residence and fine outbuildings, which he 
rents and makes his home in a tasty residence that 
he erected in Honey Creek village, where he is liv- 
ing retired. In 1841 he wedded Mary Ann Lesher, 
who was born May 14, 1826, and now at the age 
of sixty-eight years is well preserved and possesses 
an excellent memory. Her brother, John L. Lesher, 
was a Free-Wili Baptist minister and a gifted, tal- 
ented man. He died October 29, 1890, at the age 
of sixty mourned by all who knew him. A sister, 
now Mrs. Alexander Crites, was left an orphan at 
the age of ten and her life has been one devoted 
to good works. “Aunt Frank,” as she is lovingly 
called, is a welcome guest among all classes. To 
Mr. and Mrs. Heimbach were born thirteen sons 
and four daughters, of whom eight sons and three 
daughters, all born in Waterford, are now living. 
Mary E., however, was born April 23, 1847, in 
East Troy and was a successsful teacher for sev- 
eral years. In 1868 she became the wife of Anth- 
ony Miller,son of Charles Miller, who came to 
this country in 1837 from Germany, landing at 
Boston where he wedded Mary J. Wormling. 
They came to Wisconsin in 1843, and settled in 
East Troy Township, where he prospered as a 
farmer. IIis children were Lewis, Anthony, Jo- 
seph, Elizabeth and Frank. Anthony has met with 
some reverses in life but has found a faithful help- 


mate in his estimable wife who is entitled to all the 
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love and respect tendered her. George, their eld- 
est child, was born in October, 1870; Bennie, born 
June 23, 1872, is still at school; Ortie was born 
June 11, 1878, and Olive, born November 21, 1880, 
is the pet of the household. They are all intelligent 
children who do honor to their parents’ name. 

Frank, the eldest son of Benjamin Heimbach, 
was born March 26, 1843, in New York, married 
Laura Fuller and died in December, 1883; George, 
born December 27, 1844, became a farmer and was 
sufficated by gas in a Milwaukee hotel, November 
3, 1864; James S., born August 1, 1848, became a 
farmer and wedded Jane McKinzie, daughter of a 
Union soldier who gave up his life for his country. 
One son and three daughters, Elmer, Laura, Flora 
and Jessie, have been born of this union and live 
with their parents on a good farm in Waterford 
Township. William Henry,born June 8, 1850, be- 
came a well-to-do farmer; he was married Decem- 
ber 18, 1878, to Tilda Miller, who isa noble wife 
and an affectionate mother, their children being: 
Erna, born September, 21, 1879; George H. on 
the 25th of September, 1881, and Frederick S., 
born August 23, 1888. The whole family are re- 
spected and have the good wishes of all know 
them. Alfaretta, born December 8, 1852, became 
the wife of Joseph Miller and died October 30, 
1889, leaving one son—Jay. Her daughter Mamie 
died 29, 1879. Jay is a bright boy and the pride 
of his relatives. 

Enos was born November 10, 1854, is alsoa 
farmer and in 1876 married Abbie Page, by whom 
he has five children—Edwin, Delbert, Frank, Ver- 
nie and Willie. Sewell, born April 24, 1856, is a 
thrifty and successful farmer of Rochester Town- 
ship. On the 29th of June, 1880, he married Mrs. 
Esther (Miller) Langnaid, an estimable lady, who 
by her former marriage had a daughter, Alice M., 
a lovable young maiden of seventeen summers. 
She is a good musician and is still in school. 
Exine is the little bright-eyed daughter born of 
the second marriage. Philip, born May 20, 1857, 
is also an agriculturist; he married Louisa Kidurz, 
who died eighteen months later and in 1884 Fan- 
nie Vosburg became his second wife. Their chil- 
dren are Aiton and Edna. Marcellus, born May 
18, 1859, likewise follows farming. Miss Mary 
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Phillips became his wife. Her father, Drake Phil- 
lips, who died several years ago, was one of the 
first settlers of this community. Three daughters 
and two sons survive him and are prosperous peo- 
ple. 

Olive, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Heimbach, 
born April 17, 1882, in East Troy Township, is 
considered one of the must beautiful children in 
the community. Benjamin Harrison, born May 11, 
1891, promises to equal his sister in good looks. 
The father has an excellent farm in Waterford 
Township but has rented it and resides on the 
Phillips homestead in order to care for his mother- 
in-law. Loren E., born January 20, 1862, aids 
his father in the operation of the old homestead; 
Alvin, born June 9, 1863, was married in 1887 to 
Jennie Peck, who died the following year. He is 
a thrifty and energetic young farmer, his home 
adjoining his father’s. Frances, born April 30, 
1867, married Peter Forbes, a cheese manufacturer 
of Big Bend, and their daughters are Pearl and 
Cora. Annie, born July 8, 1869, became the wife 
of William Grunow. February 28, 1888, and the 
light of their home farm is their little son Albert. 

Daniel Heimbach, the fifth child of Philip Heim- 
bach, whose name heads this record, was born in 
Columbia County, Pa., May 2, 1821, and secureda 
good education. In 1843 he emigrated to Wal- 
worth County, Wis., and purchased eighty acres of 
land fourand ahalf miles from East Troy, to which 
he has since added another eighty acres. A good 
residence, fine outbuildings, eleven horses, twenty- 
one head of cattle and nine head of hogs, with all 
else that goes to make up the complete farm, at- 
test his thrift and enterprise. He is an excellent 
judge of horses and everything about the place 
denotes careful management. He was married Feb- 
ruary 22, 1848, to Harriet, daughter of Gorham 
Bunker, a blacksmith who located in Chicago in 
1836. In the spring of 1837, with $100 in pocket, 
a horse team and covered wagon, in which was 
loaded one barrel of flour, one barrel of pork, 
smith's tools, a child’s high chair, a stove and wife 
and six children, he started for Wisconsin. The 
roads were so terrible that all but #5 of the money 
was expended in paying farmers to help pull him 
out of the mud. His wife, whom he married in 
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October, 1819, nal wwii was a Guile lass imod 
Rachel Russell, was sick during the trip and the 
whole family landed in East Troy in a lamentable 
condition. 

Mrs. Bunker died in 1869 at the age of sixty- 
nine years, Her mother died in 1868 at the age 


of ninety-two, and Mr. Bunker died in 1874,leav- | 


ing a family who ably sustained the honorable 
record he bequeathed them. Mrs. Daniel Heimbach 
was born March 31, 1831, and she and her husband 


are social, genial people, well liked by all who | 
The family numbers six sons and | 


know them. 
five daughters: Andrew J., born December 14, 1848, 
was married, June 22, 1887, to Mary Flynn, of Mil- 


waukee; their home is in Duluth, where he runs the | 


Booth oyster agency. Marcia, born October 11, 
1850, finished her education in Rochester Seminary 
and September 23,1869, became the wife of John M. 
Regan, a prominent physician and a native of Ire- 
land. His father came to America to earn money 
to bring the family over, and while the money was 
on its way the mother died of starvation. 

terrible calamity drove the father to insanity. 


Dr. Regan was a surgeon in the Union armyand | 


died from the effects of exposure in the service | 
October 14,1888. His widow was left with ample 
means and two children—Eugene and Annie. The 
former is learning the drug business and hopes to | 
become an M.D. Annie is a talented lady and 
musician, residing with her mother and brother in 


Milwaukee; Joseplı H., born April 4, 1854, was 


came a Normal teacher. On Christmas Day, 1879, 


he married Josephine V. Brown, granddaughter of | 
Mrs. Jefferson Brown, of Caldwell, and is clerking | 


in his brother William’s lumber office at Duluth. 
Their children are Belna, Roy and Biaine. 
William P., born July 12, 1856, was educated in 


joined in wedlock in Jamestown, Dak., with Mary 
Mullikin, by whom he has three children living— 
Gladys, William P. and Carlisle. They lost one, 
Leah, who died at the age of two years. 
ther is now a prosperous lumber and real-estate 


a school teacher and an amateur actress of note. 
In Duluth, November 20, 1883, she gave her hand 


| construction of mining machinery. 
born December 31, 1860, completed his education 


This | 


The fa- | 
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in márilago to W. B.N n and with their 4 
tor Gretchen they reside in West Randolph, Vt. 
He is an assayer, prospector and superintends the 
Herbert G., 


at Whitewater Normal and in 1847 went to Col- 
orado where he obtained three hundred and twenty 
acres Of land. On the 7th of April, 1889, he led 
to the marriage altar Miss Clara Rose, daughter of 
a prominent farmer who owns eight hundred acres 
of land in Colorado. Grover E. and George M. 
are the children born of this union, and at this 


| writing (November, 1891) they and their parents 


are visiting the grandfather. 
Hattie J., born February 16, 1863, was a Normal 


| graduate, a school teacher,and on the 15th of May, 


1883, became the wife of John McGuire; he is an 


| extensive business man and extensive dealer in 
mining stocks and pine land, and was called to 
| Washington, D. C., to exhibit some rare mineral 


speeime: s be has in his possession. With his wife 
and two children, Myrna and Fritz, he resides in 
Nova Scotia. Daniel L., born August 17,1867, is one 
of a pair of twins. At birth he only weighed three 
pounds, but now he is a young man of most ex- 


| emplary character, of whom the parents are justly 


proud; Fannie B., born July 27, 1870, is a capable 
assistant of her mother, as Daniel is of his father; 


| Edwin R., born June 17; 1874, completed his edu- 


cation in East Troy High School and is now a 


| teacher of recognized ability in Duluth. He also 


graduated from Madison Business College and be- | possesses considerable musical talent. 


Elizabeth, the sixth child of Philip Heimbach, 
was born in December, 1823, and in 1842, in Oak- 
field, N. Y., became the wife of Hosea Hill, who 


| was there engaged in teaching but is now a farmer 
| near Flint, Mich. Their two sons are Lionel and 
| Zelotus, who wasa Union soldier and draws 2 pen- 
Rochester Seminary, and in September, 1883, was | 


sion. Mrs. Hill for years cared for her aged 


| mother, although an invalid and a great sufferer 
| herself, and when the last summons came ber great 


anxiety was for her mother. Lionel was equally 
devoted to both with an unselfishness worthy of 


| much praise. 
dealer. Emma D., born August 10, 1858, became | 


Mary, born November 20, 1825, was married in 
East Troy, in 1841, to Charles Bunker, a successful 


farmer, now deceased, and their children are Addie 
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and Luella. The former became the wife of Paul 
Swartz, a school teacher, by whom she had two 
children—Edith and Rolla, Luella became the 
wife of William Bonker, to whom were born two 
sons and two daughters. 

Joseph and Henry, twin sons of Philip Heim- 
back, were born December 10, 1827. The former 
married Maria Draver, February 25, 1851, and is 
farming in California. His daughter, Jessie, is 
all in all to him as he has lost his wife, three 
sons and three daughters. Henry went to Cali- 
fornia in 1850, and is now quite prosperous. In 
1854 he wedded Mary Ann Lowery,and unto 
them was born five sons and four daughters, of 
whom Willie, Joe, Allie, Belle and Lulu are still 
living. One son was dragged to death by a horse, 
another trampled to death by several horses and 
one run over by a wagon and killed. In 1876 
Henry was surprised by a visit from his mother, 
who was accompanied by his sister Elizabeth and 
her son Lionel, The lady was then eighty-three 
years of age, and she remained with him eighteen 
months. 

Rachel, the next sister, who was born on 
the 14th of September, 1830, was married, in 
1847, to Spencer Hulbert, a farmer and pioneer 
who came from Ohio to Wisconsin in 1837. The 
California gold fever carried him West in 1851, 
and he returned a rich man in 1853. He is still 
farming in Burns Township, La Crosse County, 
Wis. The children born unto Rachel and Spencer 
Hulbert are Orpha,a successful school teacher, 
who became the wife of Samuel McDill, a promi- 
nent contractor and builder of Grand Crossing, 
Ill.; their children are Maud, Mabel, Elve, Loretta 
and Samuel Herbert. Dollie C. and Clarence H., 
now deceased; and Elmer, who married Edith 
M. Ketchum and has one child Lloyd Hulbert. 

Elias, the eleventh child of Philip Heimbach, 
was born June 27, 1832,and in 1857 married Jane 
Bunker. He died in June, 1865, leaving a daugh- 
ter, Bercia, and two sons, Alton and Elias. Ths 
latter died in 1870. The daughter, an accom- 


plished young lady, who engaged in teaching in | 


Eau Ciaire, was there married and died four 
weeks later, mourned by a large circle of friends. 
Alton, although the last in the record, is far 
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from being the least. He is a young man of 
brilliant prospects, who in 1888 married Annie 
Rumple, of Whitehall, Wis. They have two sons 
——Harvey and Earle. Alton has been in the 
United States mail service in Duluth for five 
years and is regarded as one of the best men on 
the force. 


tee 15 +P? 


pALLACE C. CLARK, M. D., one of the 

W rising young men of Chicago, is a repre- 

sentative of one of the early settled families 

of Racine County, being a son of Nathan M. and 

Emeline L. (Cleveland) Clark, whose sketch appears 
elsewhere in this work. 

Dr. Clark was born on the 17th of October, 1857, 
in Cazenovia, N. Y., and the following year accom- 
panied his parents to Racine County, Wis. His 
educational advantages were of the best. After 
attending the seminary at Rochester, Wis., he spent 
a year in the Northwestern University at Evanston, 
III., and an equal length of time at Monmouth 
College, Ill. Subsequently, he studied medicine 
with Dr. Covert, of Clinton Junction, Wis. In 
1878 he entered Rush Medical College, of Chicago, 
attending two years, while the following year was 
spent in the Chicago Homeopathic Medical College. 
The year 1881 witnessed his graduation from the 
medical department of the University of New 
York City. Thereupon he commenced the practice 
of his profession with Dr. N. A. Gray, of Milwaukee. 
While thus engaged he completed, in 1882, his 


| medical work called “The Family Medical Adviser,“ 


a neat little volume of 240 pages, giving in brief 
the cause, symptoms and remedies for most of the 
diseases to which flesh is heir. The book had an 
extensive sale, and its writer had the distinction 
of being the youngest author of a medical work in 
the United States. 


In 1885 Dr. Clark went to Rochester, N. Y., to 
look after the sale of his book, and while there 
built the Polypathic Medical Institute,an institution 
capable of accommodating forty patients, of which 
he was president and counsellor. 

In 1887 he visited Europe, taking a hospital 
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panig in London and ee some time at the 
leading hospitals of Germany, France and Italy. 
Having returned, he located in Chicago, where he 
has since resided. 

In May, 1890, he completed The Cambridge,“ 
at the corner of Thirty-ninth Street and Ellis 
Avenue, Chicago. It is a magnificent structure, | 
and is the only hotel apartment building in the 
eity. 

In Rochester, N. Y., 


| 
I 
| 
| 
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with his house. He establishod this summer resort 
when the Wisconsin Central Railroad was completed 
through Kenosha County in 1886. The idea of 
buiiding a summer resort at that point occurred to 
him while a boy and he once told his father that 
some day he would build one there. 

Mr. Schenning began in a modest way and find- 


ing his place rapidly growing into favor, he en- 
larged his accommodations to its present propor- 


Dr. Clark married Louisa | 


C. Werner, the wedding being celebrated December | 
30, 1884. They have a son Elmer W. Both he | 
supplied with the substantials and delicacies that 


and wife are members of the Episcopal Church. 
Socially, he is a thirty-second degree Mason, a 
member of the Union League Club, ete. 

Dr. Clark has been remarkably successful in his 
business affairs, and is now chiefly devoted to 
looking after his financial interests. 


tions and still he finds it necessary to keep on build- 
ing. ‘The house is nicely furnished and is neat, 
cozy and comfortable, while the table is always 
Mr. 


the Chicago market affords. Schenning is a 


genial, wholesouled host who is never afraid of do- 


| of his guests. 


ing too much to insure the comfort and pleasure 
Many of the best people of Chicago 


are his guests and have expressed themselves highly 


pleased with the great natural beauties of Silver 


| Lake Summer Resort and its advantages as a quiet 
and cool retreat from the heat and dust of the city. 


f REDERICK H. SCHENNING, real-estate 
E dealer and proprietor of the Silver Lake | 


Summer Resort, is well known throughout 
this community. The popular watering place just 
mentioned is situated on the Wisconsin Central 
Railroad, sixty miles north of Chicago and within 
three miles of Fox River station on the Rockford 
Division of the Chicago & Northwestern Rail- 
road, between Kenosha and Rockford, and twenty 


miles west of Kenosha. Silver Lake station, on | 


the Wisconsin Central, is within fifteen rods of the 
hotel and is in the town of Salem, Kenosha County. 
Silver Lake is three miles in length by one and a 
half in width. The banks are wooded and the 
water of the lake, clear and well stocked with fish. 
Fox River is within a quarter of a mile west of the 


hotel, which is located on the west bank of the 


lake. The lake and river afford most excellent 
fishing, boating and bathing advantages, while the 
shaded walks and drives afford cool retreats from 
the heat of the sun. The house contains about 
fifty rooms, besides which the proprietor has sev- 


eral cottages situated on the lake bank for the use | 


of guests. Mr. Schenning furnishes good boats free of 
charge to guests and has a good livery in connection 


Frederick H. Schenning was born in Madison, 
Dane County, Wis., August 4, 1856, and is a son 
of Frederick W.and Charlotte (Felten) Schenning. 
His parents were born in Marnetz, Mecklenburg, 
Schwerin, Germany. The father was born October 
19, 1823, was educated in the public schools and 
learned the trade of a weaver. At the age of 
twenty-five years he began for himself in the com- 
mission business, was married in his native country 
and in 1853, emigrated to America with his family. 
Sailing from Hamburg, they reached New York af- 
tera voyage of eight weeks on a sailing vessel. 
Locating in Cleveland, Ohio, they engaged in keep- 
ing boarders for several years and then removed 
to Madison, Wis. Soon afterward, Mr. Schenning 
bought a tract of land on speculation which he sold 
at a fair profit and then purchased a farm in Verona 
Township, Dane County, on which he made many 
improvements during his stay of seven years. His 
next investment was in a fine farm in Blue Mound, 
fifteen miles west of Madison, which he sold a year 
later. From the latter place he removed to Mil- 
waukee, where he engaged in the hotel business, but 
on account of failing health, he was obliged to give 
up his profitable business and traded his entire 


| property in Milwaukee for a tract of land at Silver 
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Lake, a beautiful farm of two hundred and ninety 
acres, where he remained until November 1, 1877, 
when he turned over his entire business to his two 
younger sons, F. H. and William. At this writing 
he is living in Wilmot, and is in good health. 

The sons, William and Albert, are engaged in 
farming, the former residing at Silver Lake Station 
and the latter at Fox River Station. There were 
two daughters, Lizzie and Ida, but Lizzie died Au- 
gust 31, 1879, Ida in October, 1885, 

Frederick H., the subject of this sketch, was edu- 
cated in the common schools and remained with 
his parents until the age of twenty-one, commen- 
cing life for himself two years later. He rented 
land which he continued to farm until 1886, when 
he engaged in his present business. He was married 
November 1, 1879, to Eliza L. Prosser, daughter of 
David and Winnefred (Price) Prosser. They have 
three children living and have lost three. Those 
still at home are Edith, born January 1, 1883; Ross, 
born June 27, 1889; and Winnefred, born January 
2, 1891. In politics, Mr. Schenning is independent. 


BERT PRESCOTT DICKEY, deceased. 
h It is a notable fact that the men whose in- 
dustry and ability have built up large 
manufacturing industries in Racine began 


their career in poverty. The above named gen- 
tleman was no exception to the rule. Mr. Dickey 
was descended from Scotch and Irish ancestors. 
His parents, John and Rhoda Dickey, were of that 
plain, unpretending class from which our best men 
have sprung. He was born in Londonderry, N. H., 
March 24, 1817, and when three years of age ac- 
companied his parents to Livingston County, N. 
Y., which was then considered to be in the far 
West. As it was a new country, his cducational 
advantages were quite limited. Untilsixteen years | 
of age he divided his time between hard labor on | 
the farm and attendance at the district schools. 
In 1834, he commenced his business career in the 
fanning mill business as a salesman for his brothers 
who were the members of the firm. Such was his 
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success that he was admitted to partnership with 
his brother Gilman Dickey; and for twelve years 
they carried on the manufacture of mills at Price 
Hill, N. Y., with excellent success. While at that 
place our subject was commissioned Colonel of the 
One Hundred Sixty-Fourth Regiment, National 
Guards, by Gov. William H. Seward, who was af- 


‚terwards Secretary of State under President Lin- 


coln. 
years, 

In 1844, Mr. Dickey disposed of his interests in 
the East and made his way to Chicago, Ill., where 
he established a shop and again engaged in the 
manufacture of fanning mills, but the sickness of 
himself and his employes drove him away from 
that place and he came to Racine in 1845, where he 
embarked in the same line of manufacture. As 
business increased, he extended his plant and also 
added the manufacture of warehouse separators, 
steam engines, plows, harrows, cultivators, corn 
shellers, bob-sleds, etc. His became one of the 
prominent manufacturing establishments in Racine 
and such was the excellence of his fanning mill 
that both at the Paris Exposition of 1878 and at 
the Centennial Exposition of 1876 in Philadelphia, 
it received the highest award. 

Before leaving the Empire State, Mr. Dickey was 
married at Alba, Genesee County, N. Y., Novem- 
ber 19, 1840, to Miss Sarah A. Babcock, a native of 
Genesee County, and by their union five children 
were born, two of whom are yet living—Mrs. J. 
F. Johnson of Racine; and Albert P. of Chicago. 
On the 11th of September, 1854, the mother was 
called to her final rest and Mr. Dickey was again 
married February 24, 1856, his second union being 
with Miss Lucy A. Patterson, by whom he had 
three children, only one yet living—Mrs. J. W. O. 
Harrow of Racine. 

In political sentiment, Mr. Dickey was a Whig 
until the rise of the Republican party, when he be- 


This position he held for six consecutive 


| came identified with the latter and always gave to 


it his support though he never sought office in re- 
turn. Both he and his wife were members of the 
Congregational Church and were ever ready to do 


| their part in whatever pertained to the upbuildirg 


of the cause of Christianity and humanity. Mr. 
Dickey died October 23, 1880; and along with the 


friends. He deserves especial mention as one who 
has dong much toward the growth of Racine and | 


the promotion of its best interests. 
after her husband’s death, in connection with E. 
H. Pease continued the business for five years, when 
Mr. Pease withdrew and the firm became the A. P. 
Dickey Manufacturing Company, the business be- 
ing managed by her son-in-law, J. W. O. Harrow, 
and George H. Dickey. Mrs. Dickey was called to 
her final rest November 10, 1890. 


JA EORGE D. FELLOWS, real-estate, loan and 
' so insurance agent, is a native of Racine, born 
al August 25, 1858, and is the son of Charles 
L. and Mary F. Fellows, the former a native of 
Vermont, born August 11, 1834, the latter of Ke- 
nosha, Wis., born December 29, 1839, and a daugh- 
ter of John L. Y, Yates. His father came to Racine 
about 1836, with his father, George D. Fellows, 
locating on Main Street. The father of Charles L. 
Fellows was a contractor and ship-builder, and 
built the schooners “ Seventy-six and the “Whirl- 
wind.“ and constructed the first bridge across 
Root River on Main Street. lle died in Racine 
in March, 1857, at the age of forty-four. 

Charles L. Fellows was reared in Racine, learned 
the trade of a harness-maker in boyhood, but 
abandoned it, became a lake captain and owned 
several vessels. In 1856 he moved to Kewaunee 
County, Wis., where he engaged in merchandising 
until 1879, when he removed to Door County, in 
same State, where he is still engaged in milling and 
mercantile pursuits. Politically, he is a Republican, 
and has been Chairman of the Board f Supervisors, 
Postmaster of Foscoro more than wenty years. 
There he and his wife still live, hav ig been mar- 
ried at Root River, now Ahnapee, W s. 

Our subject is the oldest of six e ildren and as 
stated, was born in Racine, where his parents 
resided at the time. He was educated in the pub- 
lie schools of this city and at Bryant & Stratton’s 


47 


Mrs. Dickey, | 


— nn 
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father in the sawmill business until twenty-two 
years of age. On the 11th of October, 1881, he 
married Lucy M. Morey, daughter of Rev. Reuben 


Morey. Sheis a native of Wyoming County, N. 
Y. Two children have been born unto them 


Charles A. and Fred Y. He and his wife are 
members of the Baptist Church, of which he has 
been Treasurer three years, and Deacon five years. 

During the year 1881 Mr. Fellows traveled for a 
life insurance company, and in 1882 had charge 
of the stock room for Blake & Co., woolen 
mills, at Racine. In 1883-84 he was in his father’s 
mill and in the following year returned to Racine, 
since which time he has been in the general insur- 
ance business and now represents ten fire insur- 
ance companies, two accident insurance companies, 
and the Equitable Life Insurance Company of New 
York. He is in partnership with Mr. Blake, under 
the firm name of Fellows & Blake, and they also 
do a wholesale salt business. Politically he is a 
Republican, with Prohibition sympathies. Socially 
he is a member of the Masonic order. Mr. Fellows 
is of a genial nature, makes friends quickly, and is 
well suited to his calling. 


rRe 


FAEORGE W. HORLICK, who resides on sec- 
tion 6, Mt. Pleasant Township, is one of the 

Ä oldest, if not the oldest native citizen of 
Racine. He was born July 20. 1845, and is a son 
of Joseph A. and Arabella (Lediard) Horlick, a 
sketch of whom is given on another page of this 
work. No event of special importance occurred 
during the boyhood of our subject. He was edu- 
cated in the Racine High School and in Howard's 
Business College of Racine and his practical busi- 
ness training was acquired in his father’s office, 
where he remained until 1868, when he became a 
member of the firm of J. A. Horlick & Sons. When 
the Horlick Lime & Stone Co. was incorporated in 
1877, he became Secretary and Treasurer, which 
position he has held continuously since. He is ac- 
counted one of the leading business men of Racine 
and well deserves the reputation, being both enter- 
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prising and progressive and straightforward in all 
his dealings. 

At Saugatuck, Mich., January 23, 1870, Mr. Hor- 
lick led to the marriage altar Miss Maria L., daugh- 
ter of Capt. Frederick Clauson, and unto them has 
been born a family of six children—Franklin B., 
George W. who died in his eleventh year, Clarence 
C., Milton W., Florence A. and Frederick L., the 
youngest of the family. 

Mr. Horhek and his wife attend the Episcopal 
Church and in social circles they rank high. Be- 
sides being interested in the lime and stone, ice, 
mercantile and stock business, he is also a director 
of the Wisconsin Industrial Association. In poli- 
tica, he is a supporter of Republican principles and 
isa member of the Knights of Pythias fraternity. 
In Masonry he had attained to the Thirty-Second 
degree, holding membership with the Lodge, Chap- 
ter and Commandery of Racine and the Wisconsin 
Consistory of Milwaukee. Mr. Horlick has twice 
been to Europe, once in 1884 and again in 1889, 
during which time he visited England, Ireland, 
Wales and France. He is well informed on all 
subjects of general interest and a man universally 
esteemed. 


) pioneers of Kenosha County, now living a 
ik, retired life im Slade’s Corners, has here 
He was born in the 
county of Munster, Prussia, November 27, 1816, 
and is the only survivor of a family of seven 


Ri. A. MAAS, one ef the respected 
rO) 


made his home since 1847. 


children. The parents, Bennett and Elizabeth 
(Springer) Maas, were also born in Prussia, and in 
that country spent their entire lives They were 
farming people and were members of the Catholic 
Church. 

His early boyhood days, our subject spent under 
the parental roof, and in Prussia learned the trade 
of a blacksmith. When a young man of eighteen 
years he determined to, try his fortune in America, 
and crossing the Atlantic, landed at New York 
on the 4th of October, 1844, after a voyage of 
thirteen weeks in a sailing vessel. His stay in the 
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Eastern metropolis was short. He went from 
New York to Buffalo, where he began working at 
his trade, but as he received only 5 in compensa- 
tion for his services for a month, he determined 
to locate elsewhere, and went to Canada, where he 
followed blacksmithing for two years. At the 
expiration of that time he came to the Territory 
of Wisconsin, locating in Burlington, Racine 
County, but after a month he removed to Slade’s 
Corners, Kenosha County. where be has since re- 
sided, continuously working at his trade until a 
few years since, when he retired, his son taking 
charge of the shop. 

On the 26th of September, 1847, Mr. Maas was 
united in marriage with Miss Christina Schmits, a 
native of Prussia, born November 9, 1822, and a 
daughter of Edward Schmits. Her parents were 
also born in Prussia, where the mother died. The 
father subsequently came to this country, crossing 
the briny deep in 1844, on the same vessel on 
which our subject was a passenger. Mr. and Mrs. 
Maas have become the parents of nine children 
as follows: Carrie, now the wife of E. G. Timma, 
whose sketch appears elsewhere in this work; 
Amelia, wife of John Itzin, a resident of Burling- 
ton; Frank, whose home is in Arizona; Mary, wife 
of George Brefeld; Josephine, now deceased; 
Elizabeth, who is preparing to engage in the prac- 


, tice of medicine in Chicago; Rosa and Frederick, 


now deceased; and William, the youngest surviv- 
ing son. He was married on the 25th of October, 
1887, to Maria Burden, daughter of Thomas and 
Mary (Tims) Burden. The parents both died 
when she was a little child,and she was then 
adopted by H. C. Benedict, being reared to woman- 
hood amidst affluence and luxury. Unto William 
Maas and his estimable wife have been born a 
daughter and a son—Mary and Frank. 

In religious belief our subject and his wife are 
Catholics, and in his political affiliations be is a 
Democrat. For many years he was connected 
with the business interests of Siade’s Corners. 
When he came here he was in limited circumstances, 
his capital consisting of hardly more than his 
knowledge of his trade, but being an expert 
blacksmith and earnestly desiring to please his 
patrons, he soon secured a liberal custom and in 
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course of time pener the een which now 
enables him in his declining years to live retired. 
He has a wide acquaintance throughout this com- 
munity, and a life of uprightness has secured bim 
the warm regard of those with whom he has come 
in contact, 


BER IB] 


) EV. CHRISTIAN FREDERICK REICHERT, 
pastor of the First Evangelical Association 
w, Church of Racine, is a native of Prussia. 

wO He was born in the town of Zorndorf, 
Providence of Brandenburg, Prussia, on the 7th of 
October, 1847, and is a son of Christian and Mary 
(Hensler) 
native country for five years, and in i858, in 
company with his parents, crussed the broad 
Atlantic to America. The family made their first 


settlement in Watertown, Wis., where they spent | 


one year and then removed to Clyman, Dodge 
County. The subject of this sketch attended the 
district schools for several terms and then became 
a student of the Northwestern College in Plain- 
field, TIL, where he spent one year and three 


montis. At the expiration of that time the col- | 
lege was removed to Naperville of the same State. 
The succeeding two years and six months were | 
spent in pursuing jis studies at the college in 
Naperville, after which he went to Conference, | 


and in the year 1876 obtained a license to preach. 


Soon afterward Mr. Reichert was assigned to the 
church of his denomination in Baraboo, Sauk | 
County, Wis., where he served one year, when he | 
| established in this country during the eariy Co- 


went to Fountain City, Buffalo County, Wis, 


spending one year in that place. In 1878 he was | 
ordained in Magomanie, Dane County, and was as- | 
signed to Prairie Farm, Barron County, Wis, | 
serving as pastor of the Barron County Mission | 


for one year, after which he was in charge of the 
church iu Menomonee. Dane County, for two 
years. In connection with that charge be had the 
Barron County Mision. On leaving Menomonee, 


he went to Westfield, Marquette County, where he 


was pastor of the church for three years, at the ex- 


piration of which period be also spent three years | 


Reichert. He attended school in his 


— 


in Black Hawk, Sauk doe whee he had burgo 
of a large society. His next field of labor was in 
Madison, where he again remained for three years 
and on leaving that church he came to Racine, 
accepting his present charge and beginning his 
labors in this place on the Ist of May, 1890. 

An important event in the life of Mr. Reichert 
occurred in Clyman, Dodge County, Wis., where 
on the 17th of June, 1880, he was united in mar- 
riage with Miss Jane Lindermer. The lady was 
born in Clyman, and is a daughter of Henry and 
Amelia Lindemer of that place. Mr. and Mrs. 
Reichert have three children, all daughters lars 
Lorena, Emma Ella, and Rose. Although they have 
lived in Racine less than two years, they ha ve made 
many friends among their own church people and 
those outside of the church, being highly esteemed 
for their many excellencies of character and ster- 
ling worth Mr. Reichert is proving an able 
pastor and is accomplishing much good in this 
locality. 


— 


mh 
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J OSEPH F. BISHOP, who operates one hun- 

| dred and sixty acres of fine land on section 
AÑ 16, Somers Township, half of which he 
Y owns, is a representative of one of the 
honored pioneer families of Kenosha County. He 
was born on the farm which is yet bis home, No- 
vember 26, 1845, and thus his entire life has bere 
been passed. He is descended from one of the early 
New England families which was undoubtedly 


lonial days His great-grandfather, John C. 
Bishop, was born in New Engiand, as was his 
grandfather, Abram Bishop, who was a soldier 
in the War of 1812. The father of our subject, 
Jacob Bishop, was born in Granville, Washington 


| County. N. I.. August 28, 1808, and the advan- 
tages of the public schools were afforded him. 


After attaining to mature years be wedded Fannie 
Potter, also a native of Washington County, and 
a daughter of Nathaniel Potter. With bis bride 
be then moved Westward to Cleveland. Ohio, 


— —— 
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years. In 1836 he traveled over Southern Wis- 
consin and Northern Illinois in search of a loca- 
tion and continued to reside in Cleveland until 
1842, when he located in the town of Somers, 
Kenosha County. Mr. Bishop first purchased 
eighty acres of land and afterwards bought a half- 
section, which he plowed and planted, fenced and 
improved, transforming it into a good farm, 
upon which he reared his family. He also was 
extensively engaged in the real-estate business 
fora number of years. He spent one year in 
merchandising in Racine and another year as a 
merchant in Kenosha, but with the exception of 
this time, during his residence in Wisconsin, he 
resided upon his farm and devoted his energies 
to agricultural pursuits. He was a man of good 
business ability, sagacious and enterprising, and 
accumulated a handsome property. In politics 
he wasa Republican for a number of years, but 
afterward became identified with the Prohibition 
party. The cause of education has ever found in 
bim a warm advocate, and he affiliated with that 
political organization which embodied his prin- 
ciples on the subject. Mr. Bishop has been reared 
in the faith of the Society of Friends. He wasa 
man of spotless character, upright and honorable 
in all things, and his death, which occurred May 
6, 1885, was mourned by many friends. His es- 
timable wife survived him a few years and 
passed away in January, 1889. 

Joseph F. Bishop is one of the fifteen children 
born unto this worthy couple, eleven of whom 
grew to maturity. Abram, the eldest, is a mer- 
chant of Sutton, Clay County, Neb.; Mary was 
the wife of A. Graves, but is now deceased; Vic- 
toria and Phwbe are at home. Isaac T. is a farmer 
of Somers Township and Chairman of the Board 
of Supervisors. He enlisted during the late war 
in Taylor's Battery, and afterwards was assigned 
to the Fifty-fifth Illinois Infantry, and served 
three years in the United States service and was 
assigned to the Army of the Tennessee. He was 
honorably discharged at the end of his service and 


donned the civilian’s garb. Joseph F. is the next 


younger; Anna L. is the widow of Edwin Sher- 
wood; Fannie is the wife of the Rev. H. Curtis, 


— 
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of Juniata, Adams County, Neb.; Jacob R., now 
deceased, was a farmer of Somers Township; 
Delia E. is at home; and Harriet E., the youngest, 
is the wife of Leander Capen, of Perry, Dallas 
County, Iowa. 

We now take up the personal history of our 
subject, who is widely and favorably known 
throughout the community. His boyhood days 
were spent under the sheltering roof of his fa- 
ther's home, and in the public schools he acquired 
his education. On the 3d of March, 1864, at the 
age of nineteen, he married Miss Martha, daugh- 
ter of Levi Fink, one of the honored pioneers of 
Kenosha County, who is represented on another 
page. The lady was born in Racine County, 
but grew to womanhood in Kenosha County. By 
their union have been born five children— Ida 
L., wife of David B. Pedley, a carpenter and joiner 
residing in the town of Somers, by whom she 
has one child Elmer Howard, who aids in the 
operation of the home farm; J. Willard, who is a 
successful school teacher, now employed in Fresno, 
Cal., Fannie F., who is engaged in teaching in 
Kenosha County; and Mary Louise, who com- 
pletes the family. 

The year following his marriage Mr. Bishop 
engaged in farming in Racine County. He then 
rented a farm for several years in Somers Town- 
ship, Kenosha County, after which he returned to 
the old homestead and carried on the farm for 
his father until the death of the latter. He 
then purchased a half interest in the old home- 
stead, and renting the remainder, has now devoted 
his entire time and attention to its improvement 
cultivation for the past ten years. He under- 
stands his business in all its details and his suc- 
cess is but the just reward of his enterprise, labor 
and good management. Although his life has 
been a busy one, Mr. Bishop has yet found time 
to devote to public interests and has served in 
several positions of honor and trust; he was twice 
elected Town Treasurer and is now serving his 
third term as Assessor of Somers Township. 

In his political affiliations our subject is a stal- 
wart Republican, having supported that party 
since he cast his first Presidential vote for Gen. 
U. S. Grant, and as every true American citizen 
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should do, feels a warm interest in political af- 
rairs. His wife is a member of the Presbyterian 
Church and his daughters are members of the 
Methodist Church. His family is one which he 


may well be proud of for the members of the 
household rank high in social circles, where true 
worth and intelligence aru received as the pass- 
ports into good society. 
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IRAM A. SHELDON has for almost a third 
of a century been engaged in merchandis- 
ing in Burlington, Wis., and is one of its 
most prominent citizens. He has taken an 

active partin all of its public affairs, has done much 
for its upbuilding and is therefore widely known, 
needing no especial introduction to its citizens. He 
was born in Utica, Macomb County Mich., May 13, 
1835, and was the second in order of birth in a fam- 
uly of seven children, four sons and three daughters, 
of whom four are yet living. Their parents, Orson 
and Rose Ann (Lippitt) Sheldon, are mentioned on 
another page of this work. 

With them Hiram A. emigrated to Racine County, 
Wis., when a lad of seven years, and in Burlington 
has since made his home. His early education was 
acquired in its public schools and supplemented by 
a year’s study in Beloit College, when Dr. Chapin 
was President of that institution. His business 
training was received in his father’s mercantile es- 
tablishment, and since the 21st of April, 1859, 
with the exception of the years spent in the service 
of his country, hc has been engaged in the hard- 
ware business in Burlington. He had closely 
watched the progress of events in the South prior 
to 1861, and determined that if the South struck 
the blow, he would march to the defense of his 
country. 

On the 28th of August, 1861, Mr. Sheldon en- 
listed in the Utley Guards, organized in Burling- 
ton, and at the election of the officers of the com- 
pany, Robert Hill, of the Ellsworth Zouaves, was 
made Captain, William E. Gibbons, who was a Ser- 
. geant in the Mexican War, was chosen First Lieu- 
tenant and H. A. Sheldon was elected Second Lieu- 
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tenant. The village of Burlington furnished more 
troops to the country than any other place of its 
size in the Stat’. This company was organized as 
Company C, First Wisconsin Regiment, under com- 
mand of Col. John C. Starkweather, who had for- 
merly been Captain of the Light Guards, of Mil- 
waukee. ‘The regiment was ordered to Jefferson- 
ville, Ind., where it was assigned to the Army of 
the Cumberland and became a part of the Four- 
teenth Corps under Gen. Thomas. The first order 
given, which was received October 7, 1861, was to 
report to Louisville, Ky., to Gen. Sherman. On 
the 10th of November they moved forward to the 
mouth of Sait River in Kentucky, and on the 3d 
of December reached Elizabethtown. Making a 
forced march of thirty-two miles, they reported to 
Gen, Negley at Camp Noline, where they were as- 
signed to the Seventh Brigade of the Second Divi- 
sion. 

On the 11th of December they moved on to 
Bacon Creek, and on the 17th reached Kentucky, 
where the regiment went into winter quarters. 
Mr. Sheldon was present at the skirmish at White’s 
Pike, where the first Union soldier gave up his life 
for his country. He participated in the battles of 
the campaign from Pittsburg Landing to Corinth, 
was present at the battle and evacuation of the 
latter city, and being taken sick in the spring of 
1862, was confined in a field hospital for a short 
time. He was in the campaign against Gen. Bragg 
through Northern Alabama and Tennessee to Louis- 
ville, Ky. On the 6th of August, 1862, Mr. Shel- 
don was appointed Captain of his company. At the 
battle of Perryville, Ky., he buried sixteen of his 
men, and intrying to recover the body of Maj. Schu- 
macher, of the Twenty-fourth Wisconsin, made his 
way beyond the rebel lines. He participated in 
the battle of Stone River, which occurred on the 
last two days of 1862 and the first two day of 1863, 
At the battle of Chickamauga he led forth thirty- 
one troops and brought out only ten, which shows 
what great losses they there endured. Twice dur- 
ing that battle Capt. Sheldon had command of the 
regiment. He participated in the battles of Resaca, 
Dalton, Peach Tree Creek, those around Atlanta 
and the battle of Jonesdoro, Ga., September 4, 1864, 
where the company lost heavily. He also was 


ER fire at t the battle of anda 8 Roost, Kens 
saw Mountain, Mission Ridge, and witnessed the 
Battle of Lookout Mountain, which by most old 
veterans is conceded to be the most sublime and 
thrilling sight of the late war. It seemed that the 
guns of the opposing troops were only a few rods 
apart, and at dawn the thought came that it would 
be a miracle if the Federalists were not annihilated. 


Capt. Sheldon was present when Gen. Sherman | 


marched into Marietta, Ga., July 4, 1864. There 
he had previously taught a military school, and 
there he had allied himself with the Union cause, 
at which time its citizens declared he should never 
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again set foot on its streets, but with a victorious | 


army the pavements again resounded to hıs foot- 
fall as he marched at Ihe head of a conquering 
troop. At Jonesboro the regiment was ordered 
back to Atlanta and there received orders to return 


to Milwaukee, Wis., for muster out, where the cap- | the Masonic Lodge of Burlington; and of the Tem- 


tain was honorably discharged at the end of his 
three year’s term, October 13, 1864. He was always 
found at his post of duty commanding his compan y 
and inspiring them by his words and manner with 
his own bravery and fearlessness. 

On his return, Capt. Sheldon again entered his 
hardware store, which had been carried on all 
through his absence. On the 28th of February, 
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Shree ana one half fe feet in Re was placed on 
her tomb, in remembrance of her kindness and gen- 
erousactions. 

In political sentiments, Mr. Sheldon was first a 
Free-soiler. He cast his first Presidential vote for 
John C. Fremont and from that time has warmly 
advocated the princıples of the Republican party. 
He has never sought oftice for himself, but has aided 
his friends with his influence. For aboutten years 
he has been a member of the School Board, and for 
six years has served as its eflicient President. 
Under his administration the schools have advanced 
in excellence, and his labors have been productive 
of much good in that direction. Socially he is a 
member of Luther Crane Post, No. 201, G. A. R., 
of which he served as Commander for the first two 
terms of its existence, and is now Quartermaster. 


| He is also a member of the Knights of Honor; of 


ple of Honor, which stamps him as a man of tem- 
perance principles. In religious belief he and his 
daughter are Congregationalists and take an active 
part in the work of church and Sunday-school. 
Mr. Sheldon is a member of the Board of Trustees 
of thechurch. His success as a merchant has been 


| marked, his war record is one of honor and his 


1865, he wedded Miss Paulina A. Bristol, a native | 


of Monroe County, N. Y., and their union was 
blessed with two children, but the son, Robert H., 
is now deceased. Mabel L. is a graduate of the 
Burlington High School, also pursued a course of 
study in the Northwestern University, and has 
been educated in music. The mother, who was 
born October 29, 1842, died September 12, 1888. 
She also had graduated from the Burlington High 
School, and was a lady of intelligence and culture, 
An active and faithful member of the Congrega- 
tional Church, she served as its organist, and her 
Christian influence was felt in every company in 
which she moved. She was greatly beloved by her 
many friends, who share with the husband and 
daughter in their great loss. 


had always championed the cause of the soldier, | 


and did all in her power to promote their happi- 


memorial services, after her death, a floral badge, 


honorable, upright life is well worthy of emulation 
=D 
SSD I << SS —2 


4 1 PENN PACKARD, dealer in rea 
W estate and loan and insurance agent, is 
Y 


classed among the early settlers, of Ra- 
cine County. Four generations back, three bro- 
thers bearing the name of Packard emigrated from 
England to America (though they were of Scotch 
descent) and settled in the Old Bay State. At 
Plainfield, Hampshire County, Mass., Roswell Pack- 
ard, the father of our subject, was born February 
14, 1806, and on reaching man’s estate he wedded 


| Miss Susan Bird, who sprang from English stock 
During the war she | 


but was a native of Plainfield, born April 12, 1808. 
Their names and the date of their marriage are 


| still preserved in the Congregational Church re- 
ness, and when the Luther Crane Post held its first | 


cord of Plainfield. Seven years later Mr. Packard 


removed to Medina County, Ohio and after farm- 


ing for some time ran a hotel in Harrisville. 


financial success, Mr. Packard loaded his family 
and effects into a wagon and started for the Ter- 
ritory of Wisconsin, of which he had heard man y 
good reports. The year 1847 witnessed his ar- 
rival in Walworth County, where he farmed for 
two years and then moved to Burlington, Ra- 
cine County, to engage in the the dry-goods 
and grocery business. In 1851, he came to Racine, 
where he eng aged in the real-estate business from 
that time until his death. In political sentiment, 
Mr. Packard was a Democrat of the old school 
and twice servedas a member of the Board of 
Supervisors. On the 24th of May, 1883 he was 
called to his final rest. His wife survived him six 
years, dying July 22, 1889. Of their ten children 
including four sons and six daughters, eight are 
yet living. 

William P., of this sketch, is the fifth child in 
order of birth. 
Medina County, Ohio, he was born December 13, 
1838, and was but eleven years of age when he 
went to Burlington, Wis. He may therefore be said 
to be one of Racine County's sons. After attend- 
ing the Public Schools, he completed his education 
in the Racine High School. Like many others, he 
was attacked with the gold fever in 1859 and 
with a company started by wagon for Pike's Peak. 
Having gone as far as Cottonwood, Neb., they 
met some twenty-five hundred returning, who de- 
clared the whole thing a fraud. Not wishing to 
return without seeing and achieving something, 
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A native of the town of Chatham, 


Mr. Packard and a number of other young men | 


turned their course toward Old Hangtown, now 
Placerville, Cal. Fora time. he there remained 
keeping hotel, engaged in mining, etc. 
the first to draw a load of fruit from Cloma across 


He was | 


the mountains to Carson Valley. Having acquired | 


mining interests in Arizona, he went thither in 
1862, and was one of the twenty-seven men who 
located the State Capital at Prescott. Returning 
to California, he operated on the Boará of Trade 
in San Francisco. 

In 1866, Mr. Packard started for New Granada, 
Argentine Republic. A man the name of 
O' Conner, received a letter from a friend at New 


by 
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Be- | Granada, saying that he had “struck it rich” there. 
lieving the West furnished better opportunities for | 


O’Conner and six or seven of his friends decided 
to go to the new field, thinking they were the 
only ones that knew anything about it, but what 
was their surprise to find some two hundred and 
fifty going on the same vessel with them and for 
the same purpose. Mr. Packard returned after a 
very short time spent in Argentine Republic. At 
Panama he was taken with yellow fever and had 
to be carried across the Isthmus to Aspinwall, 
where he took passage Northward, arriving in Ra- 
cine in the fall of 1866 with a wide experience and 
some wealth. During the next seventeen years, 
he was contracting, in the paint department of the 
Fish Brothers Wagon Works. In the meantime, 
he was also dealing in real estate in which he has 
been engaged continuously since. He has assisted 
in laying off two additions to the city of Racine, 


| the Morey and Packard addition near the Junc- 


tion and Clover Hill addition, as well as Dodge’s 
addition. 

In political faith, Mr. Packard is a stanch Demo- 
crat and has been called by his fellow citizens to 
fill several positions of honor and trust, having 
served two terms as Alderman of the Fifth 
Ward, two terms as Mayor of Racine and as Repre- 
sentative in the State Legislature in 1880, and 
again in 1883. His duties were ever discharged 
with promptness and fidelity and to the credit of 
himself and to the satisfaction of his constituents. 

Mr. Packard was marricd in Racine, November 
12, 1867, to Miss Mary J., daughter of James W. 
and Susan (Spicer) Berry, who were natives of 
London, England When a lad, her father ran 
away from home, went aboard a vessel and before 
twenty-one years of age he had sailed three times 
around the globe. Having come to the United 
States he was married in Michigan to Miss Spicer, 
and in 1842 removed to Kenosha, Wis. Two 


| years later he came to Racine and painted the first 


threshing machines for J. I. Case. Both Mr. Berry 
and his wife now live in Rock Island, III., aged re- 
spectively eighty and sixty-nine years. Mrs. 
Packard was born in Kenosha, March 25, 1845. 
By her marriage three children have been born— 
Kittie R., wife of C. N. Dietrich, a real estate 
dealer of Racine; Roland St. Clair who is travel- 


who completes the family. 
Socially, Mr. Packard is a member of the Ma- 


sonic order. For forty-two years he has been a 
resident of Racine County and the responsible 
positions he has held speak as to his popularity 
and high standing among his fellow citizens. 
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D EV. L. A. PETTIBONE, pastor of the Plym- 
| d outh Congregational Church of Burlington, 

is a native of the Empire State. He was 
born in Stockholm, St. Lawrence County, 
N. Y., on the 5th of October, 1852, and isa son of 
the Rev. Philo C. and Louisa L. Pettibone. His 
father was also born in Stockholm and his mother 
was a native of Andover, Mass. In Stockholm 
Rev. P. C. Pettibone served as pastor of the Con- 
gregational Church until 1856, a period of thirteen 
years, when he removed with his family to Wis- 
consin. 

In this State therefore, our subject was reared to 
manhood. He was only four years old when 
brought here by his parents and in the succeeding 
years his home has ever been within her borders. 
By a liberal education he was well fitted for the 
life which he has chosen. After attending the 
common schools he pursued a course of study in 
Beloit College, of Beloit, Wis., from which he was 
graduated in the Class of 77. He then entered 
Yale Divinity School, to fit himself for the work 
of the ministry and was graduated from that noted 
institution in the Class of 80. Immediately there- 
after he entered upon his chosen work as pastor of 
the Congregational Church at Burlington, the same 
charge over which his father had presided from 
1856 until 1864, with the exception of one year. 
This church, the Plymouth Congregational, was 
organized with Rev. P. C. Pettibone as its first 
pastor. To say that the son has found favor with 
his people is hardly necessary as that fact is well 
indicated by his long continuance as their pastor. 

On the 30th of December, 1885, Rev. Mr. Petti- 
bone was united in the holy bonds of matrimony 
with Miss Alma M. Meinhardt, who was born in 


and Eliza Meinhardt. She was graduated from 
the Burlington High School in 1878, has studied 
music and painting in Milwaukee and is a lady of 
culture and intelligence, well fitted for her position 
as a pastor’s wife. Two children grace their union, 
daughters: Louisa Eliza, born January 29, 1887; 
and Cornelia Mary, on the 6th of February, 1890. 

Mr. Pettibone was a member of the Beta Theta 
Pi College fraternity, Chi chapter of Beloit Col- 
lege, the date of his initiation into the society be- 
ing December, 1874. He also holds membership 
with the Temple of Honor. He has now been 
pastor of the Plymouth Congregational Church of 
Burlington for twelve years, covering the entire 
period of his ministerial work and during that 
time the church has grown in numbers from sixty 
to one hundred and fifty members. Over $2,000 
have been expended in repairs upon the church 
property. The many friends of Mr. Pettibone 
throughout this community.are not only among 
his members but take in those of other denomina- 
tions. He is held in the highest regard by all who 
know him and is doing a good and great work in 
this neighborhood. 
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YO) APT. EDWARD GILLEN. In recording 
G the lives of the pioneers of Racine we wish 

Y) to mention the subject of this sketch, who 
has been a resident of the city since 1845, and is 
a well-known tug boat owner and contractor of 
harbor and lake shore protective work. His history 
is as follows: He was born in the town of Mentor, 
Lake County, Ohio, February 22, 1843, and is the 
son of Hugh and Sarah A. (McCullum) Gillen. 
His parents were born in the North of Ireland, and 
the mother, whose hirth occurred in Belfast, was of 
Scotch and Irish descent. About 1830 they emi- 
grated to America, spent a short time in Buffalo, 
then went to Canada and later to Mentor, Ohio. 
Seven years afterward they came West with the 
Richmonds and located in Racine, in September, 
1845. 

Mr. Gillen, Sr., was a jobberin teaming and con- 
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tracting and was killed by a fall October 20, 1860, | ever seen on this side of the water. When peace 
His wife survived him some time, dying April 21, | was restored and the country no longer needed his 
1874. ‘They had seven children, six sons and one | services he was discharged, June 12, 1865. We 
daughter. John, the eldest, died of cholera when | wish to make note in Capt. Gillen’s history that 
three years old; Hugh has been twice, married, his | all the officers of his regiment signed a petition 
first wife being Mary Henry and the second Irene | to be presented to the Governor of Wisconsin for 
Elizabeth Thayer. They reside in Grand Haven, | him to be a commissioned officer, but the mails 
Mich., where Mr. Gillen is in the Government em- | being destroyed it never reached the hands of the 
ploy; Jobn, the second of that name was killed by | Governor. 
accident February 12, 1875, leaving a wife and Prior to donning the blue Mr. Gillen had been 
four children; David married Catherine Ann Shaw | learning the ship carpenter’s trade at Holland, 
and is a carpenter of Racine; Edward is the subject | Mich., with E. M. Beckwith and had worked one 
of this sketch; Francis, a soldier uf the late war, | year in the yards before enlisting. On his return 
enlisted when not quite fifteen years of age, par- | from the war he engaged with F. M. Knapp, his 
ticipated in all the battles of the Atlanta campaign, | present partner, on construction of harbor piers, 
being with Gen. Sherman in his celebrated march to | and in 1870 was formed the firm of Knapp & Gillen, 
the sea. He died from injuries received in the | contractors for harbor and dock piling and all 
line of duty, July 5, 1865, ere he had reached the | descriptions of harbor works, building breakwaters, 
age of sixteen years. Sarah Ann is the widow | wrecking and towing. They owned dredges, pile- 
of Thomas Lynch, of Racine, who died Novem- | drivers and two tugboats. For four years Capt. 
ber 25, 1891, and is the youngest of the fam- | Gillen was associated with Capt. William Higgie 
ily. The parents were both members of the | and H. Ruymond in the ownership of the schooner 
Catholic Church and the mother was especially | “Nabob’’, which proved for him an unfortunate 
devout and consistent in the discharge of her relig- | investment as he lost heavily. Messrs. Knapp and 
ious duties. | Gillen have done the bulk of the pier and break- 
Capt. Gillen whose name heads this sketch, at- water works at Racine and vicinity, and for twenty 
tended the public schools of Racine and when | years have had all but two of the Government 
nineteen years of age enlisted for the war, on the | contracts in that line. They employ on an average 
18th of August, 1862. He was assigned to Com- | twenty-five men and are widely and favorably 
pany F, Twenty-second Wisconsin Infantry, which | known as business men who do the best of work in 
regiment joined the Army of Kentucky and after- | theif line. 
ward was transferred to the Army of the Tennessee On the 31st of July, 1865, Capt. Gillen was 
under General Rosecrans. On the 25th of March, | united in marriage with Miss Mary M. Mulhern, 
1863 Mr. Gillen was captured in an engagementat | whodied December 6, 1884, leaving seven children: 
Brentwood Station, Tenn., and taken to Libby | Francis P.; George William; Henry Edward; Martin 
Prison. He was then a non-commissioned officer | James; Celia Mary; Annie Agnes, born February 2, 
and was exchanged May 6, 1863. He rejoined his | 1877, died December 26,. 1879; Edward Eugene; 
regiment at its reorganization and from that time | Annie Agnes, the second of that name, born Sep- 
until the close of the war served under Gen. Sher- | tember 7, 1880, and died September 1, 1881; and 
man. He took part in the Atlanta Campaign, | Mary Alice; the youngest was Aurel William, who 
participated in the capture of that city and Savan- | died at the age of eight months. 
nah and was with Sherman on his celebrated march On the 22d of December, 1886, Capt. Gillen was 
to the sea, participating in all the battles and skir- | again married, his present wife having been Miss 
mishes in which the regiment was engaged. He | Elizabeth M. Killoran. She was born in Wisconsin, 
served until the close of the war and took part in | and is a daughter of Luke and Margaret Killoran. 
the Grand Review of the United States army at | Two children bless this last marriage—Edna Flor- 
Washington, D. C., the grandest military pageant | ian and Vernon Elizabeth. Capt. Gillen's two eld- 
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est sons are 'marriol, France P. n N 
Annie L. Egan, while George William married 
Josephine Pratch. Both reside in Oshkosh, and as 
proprietors of the Oshkosh Steam Laundry are do- 
ing a successful business. 

In politics the Captain is a Republican and has 
veen a member of the School Board of Racine for 
seven years. He was Chairman of the Building 
Committee during the construction of the Lincoln 
school building and has been an active and influ- 
ential member of the board. He has always been 
an advocate of a liberal policy in the management 
of the public schools and has done much to ad- 
vance the cause of education in the city. In their 
religious views Capt. Gillen and his family are 
Catholics and he is a member of the following 
societies: the Catholic Knights of America, the 
Catholic Knights of Wisconsin, and Racine Coun- 
cil, No 220, Royal Arcanum. He was once the 
nominee of his party for a member of the Wiscon- 
sin Assembly but was defeated as the opposition 
was in the majority in the district. For forty-six 
years Capt. Gillen has been a resident of Racine, 
and siuce he has attained to man's estate has been 
prominently identified with her harbor and marine 
industry. Unpretending in manner, he is straight- 
forward and reliable in all business relations, broad 
in his views regarding public policy and enjoys in 
a marked degree the confidence of all who know 
him. 


TA, a MA d 
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in the Green Mountain State, January 20, 
1810, and died at his home in Racine 
County, May 30, 1883, respected by all who knew 
him. The name of Sawyer has long been connected 
with the history of the growth and development 
of Burlington Township, probably no man did 
more for its upbuilding. He certainly deserves 
representation in this volume and it is with pleasure 
that we record this sketch. He was reared in the 
usual manner of farmer lads and in early life was 
inured to hard labor. His own educational ad- 
vantages were indeed meagre, but he was a warm 


$ oy PHRAIM S. SAWYER, deceased, was born 
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friend of enten aad gave his perea good 
school privileges. Upon him, when a young man, 
devolved the care and support of his aged parents 
and the task of making their last days on earth 
pass pleasantly. 

Leaving his Vermont home, Mr. Sawyer emi- 
grated to Racine County, Wis., in 1838, when 
the State was yet a Territory and the country 
around about was almost in its primitive condition. 
The first home of the family was a log cabin, and 
in true pioneer style they began life on the fron- 
tier, but Mr. Sawyer possessed great energy and 
determination and thus overcome all disadvan- 
tages and worked his way upward to success. It 
is said that a younger brother came to visit him 
from the East and found him at work breaking 
land, he was driving a yoke of oxen to a drag, 
leading another yoke of young steers to a drag, 
sowing wheat and at the same time quoting “ox 
scripture." Nothing seemed to deter him from his 
purpose and where many another would have given 
up, he only seemed to work the harder. At one 
time he stepped upon a stub and an inch of the 
stick broke off in his foot, coming out of the top 
of the foot several weeks later. Many would have 
thought this enough to detain them in the house 
but he went to work and standing on one foot 
mowed with a scythe. As his financial resourses 
increased, he extended his possessions and at the 
time of his death owned nine hundred and eighty 
acres of land. 

His wife, whose maiden name was Gustavia C. 
Harrington, was born in Pennsylvania in 1823, 
She now resides with her daughter, Mrs. Minnie 
Karcher, on the old homestead at the age of sixty- 
three years. Tho family numbered five sons and 
five daughters, of whom half the number are yet 
living—John A., now a resident of Hebron, Neb., 
was a snare drummer in the Thirty-ninth Wiscon- 
sin Infantry and was mustered out of the service 
on his sixteenth birthday, September 23, 1863; 
Mary M. is livingin Burlington, Wis.; George E., 
is a resident farmer of Burlington Township, Ra- 
cine County; Helen S. is the wife-of Henry Kies, 
whose sketch appears elsewhere in this work; 
Charles P. resides in Burlington Township; and 
Minnie is the wife of A. Karscher, a German farmer 
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of Burlington Township, now residing on the ola 
Sawyer homestead, which comprises five hundred 
acres of land. 

In politics, Mr. Sawyer was a Democrat and a 
stanch supporter of the party principles, yet never 
sought public office. In the truest sense of the 
word he was a self-made man and by his industry, 
perseverance, enterprise and good management he 
met with such success that during his active life 
time he accumulated property valued at $60,000. 
His death was deeply felt throughout the commu- 
nity, many friends mourned his loss. 
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AMUEL PROUT, who was one of the 
highly respected and valued citizens of 
this community, died on the 15th of July, 
1891. He was born in Cornwall, England, 

April 19, 1833. His father, William Prout, was 
born on the 13th of April, 1791, and was a self- 
educated man and a successful farmer. He wedded 
Miss Mary Coleman, and unto them were born six 
sons and two daughters, namely: Thomas, Mary, 
Jobn, William, Richard, Francis, Phillipa and 
Samucl. The mother of this family was called to 
her final rest August 13, 1855,and a number of 
years later Mr. Prout passed away July 3, 1873. 
About 1843, Mary and her husband came to America 
bat his death caused her toreturn to England after 
a two years’ residence here. The other members 
of the family, with the exception of our subject, 
resided in the land of their nativity. 

Samuel Prout began life for himself as a sales- 
man in a dry-goods house in Birmingham, Eng- 
land, after which he became connected with a 
wholesale dry-goods house in London, where were 
employed one hundred and twenty-five clerks, of 
which Samuel became the favored one. To him 
was entrusted the collection of thousands of pounds. 
Reading having made him familiar with the advan- 
tages of America he determined to try his fortune 
in this land and after severing ail business relations 
with the Old Country he sailed for the United 
States on the 27th of September, 1856. Through 
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induced to prom in Rochester, Wis., where he 
rented a farm for one year, and then in company 
with William Warmington, a prospective brother- 
in-law, rented two hundred acres of land for five 
years. 

On the 11th of December, 1860, Mr. Prout was 
united in marriage with Miss Georgiana, the third 
child of James Warmington, a prosperous farmer 
of Rochester. He was a native of Warwickshire, 
England, and a son of Richard Warmington, a 
well-to-do farmer of that county, whose wife died 
while James was but a little child. Upon the death 
of his father, James took charge of the farm and 
homestead. His elder brother, William, was the 
first of the family to come to America. He located 
in Cleveland, Ohio, where he became an extensive 
and wealthy contractor, constructing ships and 
buildings. He had married in England and by 
the union were born the following children: Will- 
iam, Mary, Catherine, George, Hattie and James. 
Of the family only Catherine, George and James 
are now living. James Warmington, father of 
Mrs. Prout, came with his family to America in 
1846. Ten years previous, in Halford, England, 
he had married Miss Esther Eden and unto them 
were born the following children: Williara, born 
in January, 1838, in Halford, became a farmer but 
is now a mail-carrier in Honey Creek. In 1861, 
he wedded Miss Miriam Grimshaw, by whom he 
had one son and three daughters—Ettie, Zella, Alva 
and Millie. Thomas, born in Halford, November 
1, 1839, died on the passage to America at the age 
of five years. Laura, born in Halford, February 
28, 1844,is the wife of Andrew Everett, of Roches- 
ter, Wis. George, born November 14, 1845, in 
Halford, married Julia Sawyer, the daughter of a 
prominent school teacher in Winnebago County, 
Wis., and unto them have been born four children 
— Melissa, James, Prentice and Florence. Julia, 
born November 5, 1848, in Honey Creek, Wis., is 
the estimable wife of Marshal! Huntington, a pros- 
perous citizen, and their home is brightened by the 
presence of two children—Vernie and Idella. 
Sarah, born January 25, 1851,in Honey Creek, is 
the wife of Edwin Morse, owner of one of Water- 
ford's model farms, and Alice C., thirteen years 


an acquaintance made on board the ship, he was | old, is their only child. Georgiana, born in Hal- 
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ford, October 20th, 1842, denne the wife al our 
subject as before stated. Her father, James Warm- 
ington, died ın Honey Creek February, 12, 1874, 
and his loss was lamented by many warm friends. 
His widow, who is now seventy-seven years old 
has a small but productive farm left her by her 
husband and there resides, but many visits are paid 
to her daughters who acknowledge that their 
mother still excels them in fine needlework. 

In 1874, Samuel Prout purchased one hundred 
and twenty acres of land near Honey Creek and to 
the development of his farm devoted his energies. 
Its improvements, including a fine residence and 
outbuildings, are as monuments to his thrift and 
enterprise. In his loving wife he had a noble 
helpmate. Three children were born unto them, 
but the daughter is now deceased. George, the 
eldest, born July 28, 1861, acquired an excellent 
education and became one of the most proficient 
teachers in the State. He was married January 16, 
1889, to Miss Addie, the eldest child of James and 
Cornelia (Crites) McIntosh. Her father was a 
member of Company K. Second Wisconsin Infantry 
and at the first battle of Bull Run wasshot through 
the bowels. For six months he was mourned as 
dead, but in a hospital in the South health slowly 
returned to him and he is to-day running a store 
and is the Postmaster of Honey Creek. His chil- 
dren are, Addie, William, Clara and Robert. Clara 
possesses considerable elocutionary talent and in 
contests has won both silver and gold medals. 
Since his father’s death George L. Prout has dis- 
posed of his two hundred-acre farm in Spring 
Prairie and returned to the old homestead to care 
for his mother. He is a prominent member of the 
Free-will Baptist Church, in which he serves as 
Sabbath-schoo! Superintendent, Trustee, Treasurer, 
and organist. He is looked upon as an exemplary 
young man and his good works are ably seconded 
by his estimable wife, who is an accomplished lady 
and a musician. Alice, the only daughter of the 
family, was born May 3, 1863. 
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yond, a large circle of friends mourned her un- 
timely death. Walter, born May 7, 1874. in Honey 
Creek, is a young man of bright promise still at- 
PS school. 

Mr. Prout continued his farming operations with 
excellent suecess until the 4th of July, 1891, when 
he received a slight wound upon the little finger 
of the right hand while repairing a reaper. Blood 
poisoning set in and he died eleven days later. He 
was a good citizen, a faithful friend and a loving 
husband and father. He lived the life of an ex- 
emplary Christian, and to the widow the loss of 
her husband seems almost unbearable, and would 
probably be utterly so were it not for the loving 
care and attention she receives from her children. 


| Hush! O, hush! for the Father portioneth as He will 


In early life she | 


became a member of the church and in its work 


she ever took an active interest. In 1887 she was 
taken with quick consumption and her year's sick- 
ness was bore with remarkable Christian fortitude. 


All who knew her loved herand on the 9th of 


To all His beloved children, and shall they not be 
still ? 

Is not His will the wisest, is not His choice the best 

And in perfect acquiesence is there not perfect rest? 


Hush! O, hush! for the Father has fullness of joy 
in store; 

Treasures of power and wisdom and pleasures for- 
evermore; 

Blessing and honor and glory, endless infinite bliss; 


¡ Child of His love and His choice, O canst thou not 


wait for this ? 


T. PATRICK’S CHURCH SOCIETY. The 
pioneer settlers of the Roman Catholic 
faith in Racine and Kenosha Counties had 
their spiritual wants in a manner, supplied 

by Rev. Thomas Morrissy, who came to the Terri- 
tory about 1840. There was not then, or for some 
years afterward, any Catholic Church in these 
two counties’ Upon the arrival of Father Mor- 
rissy, which was at rather irregular periods, it was 
customary to notify the few Catholics in the 
vicinity to meet at a certain house where mass 
and instructions were held and the necessary sacre- 
ments dispensed. One of the stations of his very 
extensive circuit was at Racine. Near the close 
of 1841, Rev. Martin Kundig came to the Territory 


trem Detroit, Mich., ar made his 8 in 
Milwaukee. Ile also made frequent visits to 
Racine and Kenosha Counties, gathered the faith- 
ful together, said mass, instructed the people and 
baptized the children. In time, the number of 
Catholics increasing in Racine, property was pur- 
chased on Fifth Street, near where the Commer- 
cial Hotel now stands, and an unpretentious frame 
building erected thereon. This was the first Cath- 
olic Church in Racine, and was called St. Luke's. 
In less than two years this church was found to be 
too small to accommodate the rapidly increasing 
number of Catholic worshippers, and steps were 
taken to build a larger edifice. A Mr. Reordan 
gave the society a quit claim for two lots on the 
southwest corner of Eighth Street and Lake Ave- 
nue, upon what was then the school section. In 
the year 1845, a church building sufficiently large 
to accommodate the Catholics of all nationalities, 
was erected on this site. Services were then dis- 
continued at the old St. Luke’s Church and the 
property sold. 

In September, 1846, by the appointment of 
Right Rev. John Martin Henni, who two years 
previously was made Bishop of Milwaukee, Rev. 
Francis Prendergast was sent to Racine, as the 
first resident pastor of the church which was 
called St. Ignatius. Father Prendergast remained 
in charge only about one year and was succeeded 
by Rev. P. J. Fander, who remained two years. 
In August, 1849, Rev. Charles Shroudenbach took 
pastoral charge and also remained about three 
years. In November, 1851, Rev. John W. Norris, 
D.D., was appointed pastor, which position he 
held one year, when he was succeeded by Rev. 
Martin Kundig, V. G., in August, 1852. During 
his pastorate, which lasted about two years, the 
German Catholics saw that they were numerically 
strong enough to build a church for themselves 
and support a priest of their own nationality. 
The English speaking Catholics indemnified their 
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German brethren for the money interests they had | 
held in St. Ignatius Church, when the Germans ! 


proceeded to build a church on the corner of Col- 
lege Avenue and Eighth Street. 

Father Kundig became the first pastor of the 
new St. Mary's Church and Rev. T. A. Smith suc- 
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soda him as pastor of the ran of St. EEE 
in June, 1855. Though additions had twice been 
made to St. Ignatius Church, and notwithstanding 
that the Germans had now a church of their own, 
it was soon apparent that the old church was en- 
tirely too small to afford room for the English 
speaking Catholics. In canvassing the opinions 
of the congregation on the subject of a new 
church, it became manifest that by far the greatet” 
number of the communicants resided on the north 
side of the river, and as a consequence voted to 
bave the new church in question erected on the 
north side. Under the management of Father 
Smith property was secured on St. Clair Street 
and the present St. Patrick's Church compieted in 
1856. The pastors of St. Patrick’s Church also 
officiated at St Ignatius’ Church on the south 
side every Sunday up to May 12, 1862, when 
services were discontinued. From this time until 
1885 the English speaking Catholics of Racine 
worshipped at St. Patrick's. At this time the 
necessity of having another English Catholic 
Church in the city and located on the south side, 
became apparent. The result was the building of 
St. Rose's Church at the corner of Eleventh and 
Grand Avenue. 

In September, 1859, Father Smith was succeeded 
by Rev. G. H. Brennan, who remained in charge 
until January 14, 1861, when he was followed by 
Rev. M. W. Gibson, who in turn was succeeded 
on the 4th of May, 1863, by Rev. George W. 
Matthews. Under the administration of Father 
Matthews, which continued for twenty-three years, 
more church property was secured, a brick parson- 
age built, a commodious school house and church 
hall were erected, all church indebtedness paid 
and many improvements made. Father Matthews 
died while acting as pastor of the church January 
27, 1886, highly esteemed by all classes. The 
present pastor, Rev. Stephen Trant, was appointed 
to the charge of St. Patrick’s Church after the 
death of Father Matthews. St. Patrick’s congre- 
gation has an excellent parochial school, a fine 
pastoral residence, which was considerably re- 
modeled and improved under the present manage- 
ment, and a beautiful church property. The 
temporal or business affairs of the society are man- 
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aged by a committee elected by the congregation, | County; Francis, Michael A., William C., Mary 


and whose duty it is to confer with the pastor on 
matters of a purely secular nature. 
St. Patrick’s church now, as in the past, are con- 
ducted without the least friction. 


NTOINE SCHLAX is one of the leading 
agriculturists of Randali Township, Keno- 
sha County, where he owns a fine farm of 

© two hundred and forty acres of arable 

land on section 24. He certainly could not have 
chosen a work for which he is better adapted, and 
the success which has crowned his efforts is but the 
just reward of his labors. 
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| Rosa A., Elizabeth P. and Anglebert H. The 
mother of this family died June 2, 1884. She 


The affairs of | 


was a faithful wife, a kind and loving mother and 


her death was mourned by many friends outside 


of her immediate family. She died with a Christ- 


| ian’s faith and passed to the reward prepared for 


the righteous. 

Mr. Schlax was again married on the 15th of 
September, 1885, his second union being with Miss 
Mary Overcamp, daughter of Ferdinand Over- 
camp, a well-known and prominent farmer of Ran- 
dall Township. ‘Three children grace this union, 
but Anna C., the eldest, is now deceased; Antoine 


J. and Maggie are still at home with their parents. 


His farm is now under | 


a high state of cultivation and he also raises fine | 


stock, having horses and cattle of excellent 
grades. 


Mr. Schlax was born in the village of Nieder- 


bettingen, Germany, November 25, 1836, and is a 


son of Engelbert and Elizabeth (Harengs) Schlax, 
who were there married and spent their entire 
lives. In their family were twelve children, nine 
of whom are yet living, namely: Catherine, Nicho- 
las, Peter, John, Agnes, Antoine, John and Bar- 


Mr. Schlax is a stanch supporter of Democratic 
principles and does all in his power to promote 
the growth and insure the success of his party. His 
life has been a busy one, yet he has found time to 
serve in official positions and has proved a faithful 
and capable officer. He has been Treasurer of the 
Township, was Chairman of the Town Board of 
Supervisors and for two years served as Deputy 
Sheriff of the county. In all these offices he won 
credit for himself and his administration was sat- 
isfactory to his constituents. Those who know 


| Mr. Schlax esteem him highly as a man of sterling 


bara. Seven of the family came to America at | 


different periods. 

The days of his boyhood and youth our subject 
spent in the Fatherland and in 1856 crossed the 
Atlantic to America, hoping to win his fortune in 
the New World. Ile came at once to the We3tand 
made his first location in Brighton Township, Ken- 


osha County, where for five years he engaged in | 


general labor. By industry and economy during 


that period he acquired a sufficient sum of money | 


to purchase land and on the i8th of September, 
1861, be further completed his arrangements for a 
home by his marriage with Miss Anna Toella, a 
native of the Empire State, and a daughter of 


Henry and Mary (Schleighter) Toella, both of | 


whom were born in Germany. Mr. and Mrs. 
Schlax became the parents of nine children: Peter, 
a railroad engineer, residing in Chicago; Catherine, 
wife of N. Hahn, a resident farmer of Kenosha 


| time, after which he turned his attention to rail- 


worth and his acquaintances and friends through - 
out the community are not few. 
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WOSLAH BOND, deceased, was one of the first 
attorneys to locate in Kenosha, and became 
a prominent citizen of that place. A native 
of New Hampshire, he was born in Drews- 
ville March 9, 1819, and was a son of Dr. Joseph 
Bond. When quite young he was sent away to 
school and at the age of twenty-one graduated 
from Trinity College of Hartford,Conn. In 1840, 
he went to Mobile, Ala., and studied law for two 
years, after which he was admitted to the bar in 
1842. He received his first fee in that city and 
the same year came to Southport, where he opened 
an office and engaged in legal practice for some 


road affairs. Mr. Bond was active in building the 
Rockford & Rock Island Railroad and for a time 
was President of the company. He next turned 
his attention to real-estate and platted and laid off 
Bond’s sub-division to Kenosha. In 1844, Mr. 
Bond returned to Connecticut and on the 6th of 
August of that year was united in marriage with 
Miss Emily E. Strong, a daughter of William and 
Naomi (Terry) Strong, who spent their entire lives 
in Connecticut, of which State Mrs. Bond is a 
native. The same year of his marriage our subject 
brought his bride to Southport and in 1846 moved 
into the house where she yet makes her home, A 
family of six children was born of their union, as 
follows: Francis S., who died in Philadelphia, Pa.; 
Sarah, wife of F. H. Lyman. a resident of Kenosha; 
Charlotte; Josiah, who is engaged in the real-estate 
business in Superior, Wis., and Isabella, who com- 
pletes the number. All of the family are members 
ot the Episcopal Church and in social circles they 
rank high. 

In his political affiliations Mr. Bond was a Re- 
publican and served as Probate Judge for several 
years. Socially he was a member of the Odd 
Fellows order and was held in high esteem by his 
brethren of that fraternity. He died on the 27th 
of October, 1891, after having spent nearly half a 
century in Kenosha. He was a shrewd and success- 
ful business man and by the exercise of good judg- 
ment in bis financial affairs, accumulated a compe- 
tence for his family. He was recognized as one of 
the leading citizens of Kenosha, who from early 
days was identified with the county’s history. 


| LBERT G. KNIGHT, a worthy pioneer of 
Racine and one who has been identified 

with the very earliest settlement, growth 

Q and development of both city and 
county, was a New Englander by birth and edu- 
cation. 
1808, and was ason of Timothy and Dolly (Rice) 
Knight, both natives of the Green Mountain State. 
His paternal grandfather, Samuel Knight, was 
appointed one of the judges of the Colony of Ver- 
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He was born in Brattleboro, Vt., in May, | 
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mont, by the English crown, his commission as 
such being an heirloom in the family. During the 
earlier part of the Revolutionary War, Judge 
Knight retained his judgeship under authority of 
the State of New York until January, 1777, when 
Vermont declared her independence of the Empire 
State, at which time he was made Chief Justice of 
the new State and remained upon the bench of 
Vermont during the remainder of his life. 

Our subject received the advantages of educa- 
tion afforded by the schools of his native town and 
early developed a taste for reading, which he cul- 
tivated as he grew to mature years. While still a 
youth, he went to Providence, R. I., where he so- 
cured employment in a large crockery store for 
several years. He then went to Baltimore, where 
he engaged in the same line of business, and later 
we find him in Cincinnati. Ohio. In the last named 
city, he was married in November, 1832, to Miss 
Delia Gazlay. Her family were among the early 
settlers of Cincinnati, and her eldest brother, the 
Hon. James W. Gazlay, who lived to an advanced 
age, was one of the first representatives in Con- 
gress from the Cincinnati District. Another 
brother, Sayrs, was a prominent Presbyterian clergy- 
man and figured in the celebrated trial of Dr. 
Lyman Beecher for heresy. Their sister, Karenda, 
was the mother of Prof. Swing of Chicago, a very 
popular and liberal minded minister. 

Soon after his marriage, Mr. Knight removed 
with his family to Wayne County, N. Y., where he 
was engaged in farming and in a short time was 
joined by his parents, his two brothers and only 
sister. The climate in that locality proving 
unhealthful, they determined to seek a home in 
what was then called the West. Accordingly in 
the early spring of 1836, Mr. Knight set out on 
horseback for Chicago, where he arrived in the 
early part of March. Having learned of the little 
hamlet of Racine, sixty-five miles northwest, he 
concladed to visit that place. Believing that he 
could find no grain or hay for his horse on the 
way or at his destination, he sold the animal and 
| set out on foot. On the Ist of April following he 
reached Pike village, afterwards called South- 
| portand now Kenosha but spent only a week in 
| that place and pushed on to Racine. He made a 
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claim near Mygatt’ 8 Coreen and another in Cale- 
donia Township, neither far distant from the pres- 
ent city limits of Racine. In 1838, he was keep- 
ing the Racine House and thesame year was one 
of the incorporators of the Racine Seminary. His 
sister Mary followed him in May, 1836, and the 
same month became the wife of Alfred Cary, their’s 
being the first wedding celebrated in Racine. His 
family, which had been increased by the birth of a 
daughter after he left home, soon foliowed, arriv- 
ing inthis city on the 29th of August of that year, 
having made the voyage from Oswego, N. Y., in a 
schooner. 

Mrs. Knight died in April, 1858, leaving six 
children—Sayrs G., who married Miss Rebecca 
Traver and is a civil engineer employed in Omaha, 
Neb.; Jane G., who was the first white baby brought 
to Racine, still resides in this city, being now the 
widow of Simeon Whiteley; Mary H., wedded Capt. 
Charles E. Jewett and resides in Oakland, Cal.; 
John W., is of the firm of Knight & Peck, the 
leading real-estate and abstract firm in Racine; 
James Mason died in 1874; and Miss Delia was late 
a teacher in the Racine High School. 

Albert G. Knight was a Democrat in early life 
but became a Republican on the organization of 
that party,maintaining his connection with it dur- 
ing the remainder of hislife. In 1841,he was chosen 
Register of Deeds for Racine County, which then 
aiso included Kenosha County,and was re-elected 
and served until 1844. -The following year he 
was elected Clerk of the Court and served until 
1848. He was Captain of the first militia compan y 
organized in Racine and was one of the incorpo- 
rators of the Racine Seminary. In 1843, he was. 
Collectur and Treasurer of the village of Racine, 
was Treasurer in 1844, Alderman of the city in 
1859 and Assessor in 1868. He took an active 
interest in the Old Settlers Society and was its Pres- 
ident in 1879. In 1851, Mr. Knight engaged in 
the abstract business, conveyancing and real estate 
and in 1854, he associate: with him Eliphalet Cram, 
under the firm name of Knight & Cram. 
Their relations both social and business, were of 
the most cordial nature and the connection con- 
tinued until the death of Mr. Cram in_ 1868. 


About that time Simeon Whiteley, Mr. Knight’s 
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son-in- ae bought, into the business and the firm 
became Knight & Whiteley. 

In 1868, Mr. Knight was married to Miss Anna 
Hanson, who survives her husband and is still a 
resident of Racine. His death occurred in 1886, 
and severed his business relations with Mr. White- 
ley. The Methodist Episcopal Church of Racine 
had no more zealous supporter than A.G. Knight 
He helped to organize the society and to build 
the first church, also aided in building the pres- 
ent commodious and elegant edifice of that denom- 
ination while his home, which was noted for a large 
hearted hospitality, was ever open to ministers and 
presiding elders of his church. In his business re- 
lations Mr. Knight was distinguished for a strict 
regard for fairness and honorable dealing, while his 
integrity was beyond question. He was a plain, 
unassuming man, courteous and genial in manner 
and made friends of all with whom he became ac- 
quainted. His official duties and abstract business led 
to an extensive acquaintance throughout both Ra. 
cine and Kenosha Counties and Southern Wiscon- 
sin, where he was held in high regard. 


>) ENJAMIN STANTON, who resides in Ran- 
S dali Township, is one of the honored pio- 
|, neer settlers of Kenosha County, and for 

many years has been identified with its his- 
tory, its growth and its upbuilding. He was born 
in Albany, N. Y., on the 7th of August, 1816, and 
is a son of David and Paulina (Prosser) Stan- 
ton. The family is of English origin. The father 
of our snbject was reared to manhood in Albany 
County, N. Y., where he acquired such an educa- 
tion as the common schools of that period afforded, 
He was three times married. He first wedded Polly 
Chamberlain, by whom he had five children, namely: 
Cephus and Daniel, now deceased; Orpha; Eveline. 
wife of M. Lapah; and Polly, deceased. For a sec- 
ond wife, Mr. Stanton chose Pauline Prosser, and 
the children of their marriage are Gilbert, now de- 
ceased; Benjamin, of this sketch; Elias, deceased; 
and Esther, wife of Allan Marshall, of California. 
The mother died in 1822, and Sophia Arnold became 
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the third wife of Mr. Stanton. Their children are 
as follows: Reuben and Andrew, deceased; Eliza; 
Pheobe; Angelica, Lucy and Catherine. The par- 
ents have also passed away. David Stanton was a 
man of careful and industrious habits and a worthy 
citizen, who won the respect of all with whom he 
came in contact. 

The subject of this sketch, Benjamin Stanton, re- 
mained under the parental roof until fourteen years 
of age, and at that early period in his life started 
out in the world for himself, He began learning 
the blacksmith’s trade, but on account of his father’s 
illness was obliged to return home, where he re- 
mained until he had attained his majority, devot- 
ing his energies to farming. As his parents were 
in limited circumstances, his educational advantages 
were necessarily meagre, and he was compelled to 
work to assist in the maintenance of the family. 
When he had reached his majority he began work- 
ing by the month, and was thus employed for a 
period of six years. 

Mr. Stanton was united in marriage with Isabeth 
Carson, daughter of William Carson, of New York. 
Unto them was born one daughter, Sarah, who is 
now the wife of James Hall, of Bloomiield, Wal- 
worth County, Wis. She was left motherless in 
June, 1847, and on Christmas Day of 1849, Mr. 
Stanton was again married, his second union being 
with Miss Mary E. Rosecrans, who was born in Al- 
bany County, N. Y., April 20, 1823, and is a daugh- 
ter of Frederick and Desire (Braman) Rosecrans, 
who were also natives of the Empire State. Her 
father was born May 20, 1779, and died December 
8, 1825, Her mother, whose birth occurred Sept- 
ember 8, 1797, was called to her final rest on the 
12th of April, 1868. They had four children— 
Hiram, Jane Marietta and Phebe. Unto Mr. and 
Mrs. Stanton have been born five children, as fol- 
lows: Esther, wife of Charles Forbes, a farmer of 
Walworth County, Wis., De Witt G., Charles E, 
John P. and Frederick R. 

The year 1840 witnessed the arrival of Mr. Stan- 
tonia Wisconsin. For the two succeeding years he 
was in the employ of Gen. Bullen, of Fox River, 
after which he engaged with Hon. J. I. Case, run- 
ning the first threshing machine ever brought to 
Wisconsin. He had full charge of the business and 
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yeasived 4 in compeñesticn for his rien one-half 
of the profits. He bought the first horse ever 
brought to Kenosha, paying $50 for a team, after 
which he purchased a wagon, hauling stone for the 
pier in order to pay forit. When he had acquired 
a sufficient sum he made purchase of land in 1844, 
and to farming devoted his energies until 1850, 
when, attracted by the discovery of gold in Cali- 
fornia, he went to the Pacific Slope, where he spent 
two years, making in that time about $1,700. He 
returned to the East in 1852 with a well deserved 
profit and a fund of experience and interesting 
anecdotes concerning his trip. He had been sick 
while in the West, and had paid his doctor $16 for 
every visit. In his subsequent career as a farmer 
he has met with some reverses, but success has 
mainly crowned his efforts, and he has now a 
comfortable competence which enables him to 
spend his declining years in retirement, enjoying 
the fruits of a well-spent life. He ownsa fine farm 


. of two hundred and sixty-five acres, which pays 


to him a golden tribute. In politics he is a Demo- 
crat and has held the office of Treasurer and served 
in other public positions. Mr. Stanton has resided 
in this county for half a century and is numbered 
among its honored pioneers. He has ever mani- 
fested a commendable interest in all that pertains 
to the welfare of the community and its upbuildin g 
and has ever berne his share in promoting its growth 
and advancement. 


po EG NES 


ZU LVIN RAYMOND, one of the very old- 
est surviving pioneers of Racine, who, 
with his father, Elisha Raymond, made 

the first settlement in the town which 
now bears their name, is a native of New York 
aud was born in the town of Lenox, Madison 
County, on the 5th of July, 1809. His father was 
born in Bennington County, Vt., in 1782, and 
married Martha Upham. His sketch is given 
elsewhere in this work. The town of Raymond 
was named for Hon. Elisha Raymond, a fitting 
tribute to his enterprise and public spirit. 

The subject of this sketch removed to Onon- 
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daga County, N. Y., in early life, and there was 
married, on the 2d of November, 1832, to Miss 


Phylora A. Sweet, who was born in Pompey. W 


Six children have blessed this union, two sons 


Maria Raymond and resides in Manitowoc, Wis.; 


Helen, who died at the age of nine years; Cla- | 


rinda, wife of Owen A. Stafford, a resident of 
Santa Barbara, Cal.; Hyland, who married Emily 
M. Foster and is a hardware merchant of Racine, 
his sketch being given elsewhere in this work; 
Zelia B., who became Mrs. Penney and is now 
deceased; and Neshota, wife of Cliarles Hughes, 
of Chicago. 

Mr. Raymond, in company with his father, 
came to Racine County in September, 1835, and 
made a claim in what is now the town of Ray- 
mond, where he resided until 1844, devoting his 
energies to farming. He and his father were the 
first white settlers in that town, and it is from his 
family that the township derives its name. About 
1844 he engaged in the manufacture of lumber 
in Neshota, Manitowoc County, Wis., where he 
carried on business for eight years. In Septem- 
ber, 1857, he engaged in the grain and forward- 
ing business in Racine, owning the elevators in 
company with Mr. Dutton, under the firm name 
of A. Raymond & Co. He continued in that line 
until 1862, since which time he has lived a re- 
tired life. 

In politics Mr. Raymond is a Democrat and 
cast his first Presidential vote for Andrew Jack- 
son. He was Alderman of Racine in 1859, and 
Mayor in 1862, was the first Coroner of Racine 
County when it included what is now Racine, 
Walworth, Kenosha and. Waukesha Counties. He 
was elected to that office April 4, 1837, and 
served until 1839. In 1873 he was elected Jus- 
tice of the Peace of Racine and was re-elected in 
1875. He also served two years in that Office in 
Neshota, Manitowoe County. 

Mrs. Raymond died on the 13th of June, 1864, 
and Mr. Raymond was again married, in 1866, to 
Mrs. Fannie Hopkins, widow of Enos P. Hop- 
kins. Her maiden name was Miss McCracken, 
and she was born in Onondaga County, N. Y. 
Qur subject has been a member of the Episcopal 
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| instituted in 1847. 
and four daughters—Charles S., who married | 


Church since 1858, and both wives held member- 
ship in the same society. Socially he is a member 
of Racine Lodge, No. 18, A. F. A. M., which was 
Mr. Raymond still resides in 
Racine, where he is recognized as the oldest sur- 
viving representative of the pioneers of Racine 
County and is much respected. 


eS T 


== ACHARIAS NELSON, who resides on sec- 
tion 31, Raymond Township, with his fos- 
der brother Nels, is one of the prominent 
citizens of this community. A carpenter by trade 
he bas done much work in the neighborhood of 
his home, and has thus become widely known. He 
was born on the 15th of May, 1844, upon the 


North Sea. His parents were Lars and Bolitah 
Saveland. His father was born in Norway and 


was a ship carpenter by trade, which occupation 
he followed for a number of years during his resi- 
dence in his native land. With his family he 
started for America in 1844, and three days after 
the vessel weighed anchor the birth of our sub- 
ject occurred. In the family were two sisters 
older than himself—Olena, now the wife of Tal- 
mage Parson, of Delavan, Wis.; and Jergena, who 
died in Chicago, November 24, 1876. The ocean 
voyage at length came to an end and the family 
started Westward, but misfortune overtook them 
in Milwaukee, caused by the death of the hus- 
band and father. The mother, with her children, 
continued on to North Cape, Racine County, but 
soon she was taken sick and died two weeks after 
her husband passed away. Thus three children 
were left homeless, but kind friends came to their 
relief, and although they were separated, all ob- 
tained homes. Zacharias was adopted by Herman 
Nelson, who was a leading and honored citizen 
of the community; the elder sister lived in the 
family of Mr. Triggs, south of Union Grove; and 
the younger sister found a home with John 
Quahle at North Cape. 

Upon the farm of his benefactor Zacharias Nel- 
son remained until fifteen years of age and in the 
common schools, which he attended during the 
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winter season, e 0 a ao knowledge « of the 
He then began to | 


common English branches. 
learn the trade of a carpenter, at which he worked 
until eighteen years of age, when he was injured 
in a railroad accident at Stoughton, Wis., which 
confined him to his bed for fourteen weeks. On 
his recovery he again began work at his chosen 
vocation, which he has since followed in pursuit 
of fortune. He has worked both in Milwaukee 
and Madison, and the greater part of the build- 
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came to Wisconsin and En" land i in n 
Township, Racine County—the present farm of 


| our subject. The following year the family located 


ing done around North Cape is the labor of his | 
hands. Mr. Nelson is careful and painstaking, | 
fulfills his part of the contract to the letter and | 


has thus won public favor. His services are 
much in demand and few better workmen can 
anywhere be found. 

Mr. Nelson proudly cast his first vote, 


m | 


support of the martyr President A. Lincoln, | 


and since that time has been identified with 
the Republican party. He is a stanch advo- 
cate of ite principles, feels a deep interest in its 
success and keeps himself well informed on the 
issues of the day. He has quite a fine collection 
of sheils, petrified objects and other curiosities, 
taking a delight in securing and preserving these. 


> E ů¶ — 


ILLIAM L. SHUMWAY, County Treasurer 


of Racine County, and a resident of Ray- | 


mond Township, residing on section 13, 


near the old homestead; 


was born on the farm which he still occupies, | 


October 30, 1842, and is a representive of one of 
the honored pioneer families of the county. 
father, Walter Shumway, a native of Massachu- 
setts, was born in Sturbridge, Worcester County, 
Mass., August 24, 1791. and in the usual manner 
of farmer lads was reared to manhood. His educa- 
tion was acquired in the common schools. On the 
11th of March, 1821, he was united in marriage 
with Amarillis Upham, who was born in Brimfield, 
Mass. Eight children came to bless their union 
ere they left the Bay State. Mr. Shumway made 
farming his chief occupation and continued to fol- 


low that pursuit in the East until 1837, when he 


His | 


thereon. The homestead first comprised four 
hundred acres, which were practically unimproved. 
A rude log house had been built, but the place was 
entirely destitute of other buildings. In that cabin 
the family continued to reside until 1844, when 
was erected the house which is yet the home of 
our subject. Assisted by his sons, Mr. Shumway 
soon had his farm under a high state of cultiva- 
tion and it yielding him a golden tribute as the 
reward of his care and cultivation, he became well 
fixed. He was liberal with his means, giving freely 
to church and charity, but his benevolence was 
performed in a quiet and unostentatious manner. 
He heid membership with the Congregational 
Church and took a deep and abiding interest in 
religious work. The interests of his family he ever 
had at heart and labored untiringly for their wel- 
fare. He gave to each of his sons eighty acres of 
land and to bis daughters an equivalent sum of 
money when they were married. In his younger 
days he was a Whig and Freesoiler and on the 
organization of the Republican party joined its 
ranks. He left to his children the priceless heritage 
of an untarnished name and the memory of a use- 
ful and upright life. He died on the 14th of June, 
1885, when nearly ninety-four years of age. His 
good wife passed away some years previous, having 
been called to her final rest in 1866. 

The children of this family are L. U., who resides 
Henry W., a farmer of 
Dakota County, Minn.; Edward E.,a miner, who 
died in California; Dwight L., who was a Sergeant 
in Company G, Second Wisconsin Cavalry and 
served during the war, is living in Northfield 
Minn.; William is the next younger; Mrs. Mary 
West makes her home in Dakota; Dell Louisa is 
living in Clinton, Wis.; Julia M. died in Neenah, 
Wis.; Abigail is a resident of Clinton; and Mrs 
Harriet P. Bailey resides in Breckenridge. Dak. 

Amid the wild scenes of pioneer life and upon 
a new and unbroken farm William L. Shumway 
was reared to manhood. In his youth he helped 


clear away the stumps, plow the unbroken land 
and aided in the development of a new farm. 
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Thus early inured to hard labor he became self- | 
reliant and persevering, and these characteristics 
have remained with him through the succeeding | 
years, proving important factors in his success. | 
He left the farm in September, 1864, to enter the | 
service of his country, enlisting in Company G. 
| fluential member of the party in this locality. His 


Forty-third Wisconsin Infantry, which was organ- 


ized in Milwaukee and did duty in Tennessee, | 


Alabama and Kentucky, fighting bushwhackers, 
engaging in scouting expeditions and serving as 
guards. The regiment made many long marches 
and endured many hardships. When the war was 
over, Mr. Shumway, after ten months’ service was 
discharged at Milwaukee. 

Qur subject then returned to his young bride. 
After having enlisted he had married Miss Anzo- 
letta More, in September, 1864, before marching 
to the front. The lady was born in Bethlehem 
Township, Albany County, N. Y., and mention is 
made of her family in the sketch of W. H. More 
on another page of this work. The young couple 
began their domestic life upon the farm which has 
since been their home. They have a pleasant 
residence situated in the midst of eighty acres of 
well tilled land and surrounded by many improve- 
ments such as are found on a model farm of the 
nineteenth century. In connection with general 


farming, he has engaged in selling agricultural im- | 


plements and met with a fair degree of success in 
thisline. A man of good business ability, of enter- 
prising and progressive habits, he is accounted one 
of the leading citizens of the community. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Shumway are members of the 
Congregational Church of Raymond, in which he 
has served as clerk, Trustee and Superintendent of 
the Sunday-school. In the work of the church he 
has ever taken an active interest and his labors 
have largely aided in its growth and upbuilding. 
Socially he is a member of Gov. Harvey Post, No. 
17, G. A. R. of Racine. His-fellow citizens, ap- 
preciating his worth and ability, have frequently 
called upon him to serve in positions of public 
trust. For fourteen years he was Justice of the 
Peace, for six years was Chairman of the town 
Board of Supervisors, has held a number of school 
offices and in the fall of 1890, was elected Trea- 
surer of the county. 


There was only one other 


publican elected on the ticket, a fact which 
shows the high esteem in which Mr. Shumway is 
held by those who know him, whether of his 
party or not. He cast his first Presidential vote 
for Abraham Lincoln in 1864 and is a stanch 
advocate of Republican principles, and is a in- 


straightforward and honorable course in life has 
won him an honorable position among his fellow 
men. 

The following ‘acrostic was written by a minister 
on the occasion of the ninetieth birthday of Walter 
Shumway. 


Wisconsin took the Massachusetts man, 
As made and molded on the pilgrim plan; 
Laid open to his feet her vast domain, 
To yield him ample store of fruits and grain. 
Early he came to share her broad estate 
Rescued, and rising to a Christian State. 
Soon to his plan the prairie gave increase, 
His comely household dwelt with him in peace, 
Under these skies has life been long sustained, _ 
Made blest by means his industry has gained. 
What more of life may be the Father’s will, 
As in a summer evening, may it still, 
Yield such delight as shall his hopes fulfill 

T. A. W. 


TOHN HARNEY, a pioneer of Racine of 
November, 1842, was born in St. John’s: 
Newfoundland, September 4, 1796. His 
father, Richard Harney, was a native of 
Clonmel, Ireland, and was born im 1761. In 
early manhood he emigrated to St. John’s where 
he was engaged in the fisheries. On the death of 
his wife in 1799, he removed to Halifax, Nova 
Scotia, taking with him his son John, the only 
surviving child by his last marriage, then three 
years of age, and his children by a former marriage. 

John Harney was reared to manhood in Halifax 
and received a classical education by private 
tutors. Wien seventeen years of age, he was com- 
missioned a midshipman in the British navy, but 
served only a short time, when he resigned as his 
father needed his assistance in his business. How- 
ever, be was on duty in Halifax Harbor at the 


prize, the United States frigate Chesapeake. into 
that harbor in June, 1813; visited both vessels be- 
fore the sanguinary effects of the battle had been 
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cleared from either and attended the funeral of | 


Capt. Lawrence a few days later. 
father had extensive contracts with the British 
Government for supplying the navy and army 


Mr. Harney’s | 
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| much outside property, both in Illinois and Wis- 
i 
| 


eonsin. He bought half of the village of Port 
Washington, now Ozaukee, Wis., which he sold in 
a sliórt time at an advance of $500. He also en- 
tered Government land in what is now Kenosha 
County, as is shown by the original certificate now 


in possession of a member of his family, of which 
| the following is a copy, 


stationed in Halifax with provisions, and the son | 
| entered, agreeable to the Settlers Constitution, for 


was admitted to a partnership in the business. 
In March, 1820, John Harney was united in 
marriage in Halifax by Arch-Bishop Edmund 


Burke, to Miss Mary Lonergan, only child of | 


Pearce and Catharine Lonergan. 


Mrs. Harney | 


was born in Waterford, Ireland, went to Boston | 


with her father when seven years of age and was 
educated in a Catholic convent of that city. 


Her | 


father was a master smith in the British Navy and | 


in the course of his line of duty, was back and 


osha County. 


forth a great deal between the navy yards in Eng- | 
landand America. When a child, Mrs. Harney | 
accompanied her father on several of his voyages | 


and crossed the Atlantic seven times. 

Mr. Harney continued bis business connections 
with his father until the the death of the latter in 
the autumn of 1835. The following May, he 


“This certifies that John Harney has this day 


himself, the north east quarter of section 18, also 
the southwest quarter of section 7, all in town two 
north and range 20 east. 

Southport, Wis., May 12. 1838, 

E. M. Kıxs, deputy register. 

From the above description, it will be secn that 
the land entered by him was situated in the north- 
west part of the present town of Brighton, Ken- 
In 1837 and 1838, a great commer- 
cial panic swept the country, which has become a 
matter of history. Mr. Harney had upwards of 
$20,000 invested in bis canal contracts, which 
proved nearly a total loss, as the scrip issued by 


| the State of Illinois in payment for work done, 


was 50 depreciated that it became nearly worthless. 


| Failing to realize on what be had considered a 


sailed for the United States, leaving his family to | 
| eredit and everything be had went by the board. 


follow when he should have selected a home in 
New World. He went direct to Chicago, where 
he engaged in mercantile business and became an 
extensive contractor on the Michigan & Illinois 
Canal. His family arrived in Chicago in Nov- 


sure investment, be was unable to protect his 


Mr. Harney held on at Chicage, striving to save 


| something from the wreck, but met only failure 


and disappointment. In 1842 he received a Wis- 


| consin school land certificate for a block of seven 


ember of the same year, having come by sail ves- | 


sel to New York, thence by steamboat and canal 
to Detroit and by wagon through the wilderness 
of Soutbern Michigan to Chicago. 
was rainy and the roads in a terrible condition, 
so that the experience of the family was anything 
but pleasant. 
found their home located in a sea of mud, as Chi- 
cago was then built on the natural level of a wet 


The weather | 


On reaching their destination, they | 


prairie. Mr. Harney, like other pioneers of that | 
day, indulged in the wildest speculation in real | 
estate. He owned at one time an eighty acre | 


tract in South Chicago, situated on the open 


prairie, about two miles south of the river. He | 
| yearsa modest cottage took the place of the old 


also owned several lots in the business portion and 


acres in Racine. in payment of an old store debt 
of #20 and in the fall of that year moved his 
family to that village. The winter of 1842-3, 
known as the hard winter, they resided on the west 
side of Main street, between Third and Fourth. 
In the meantime Mr. Harney erected a substantial 
log bouse on his lot in the school section, which 
is situated between Twelth and Thirteenth streets, 
extending eastward from what is now Racine 
street, toa line a little east of the Chicago, Mil- 
waukee & St. Paul Railway track, and the proc- 
perty is now known as the home of the late Dr. 
Lukes. The place was covered with heavy tim- 
ber. which Mr. Harney cleared up. After a few 
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* hos and the family a ‘that “their tine 


ihr of ten * eight sons and two 


until the fall of 1851, when Mr. Harney having daughters. Her death occurred December 24, 1882. 


sold out to Mr. Baker for $2,100, removed his 
family to Winnebago County, and made his home 
on a picturesque farm which he had purchased of 


the State and which is situated on the west shore 


of Lake Winnebago about seven miles south of 
Oshkosh, where his death occurred May 14, 1876, 
in his eighty-first year. His wife died on the 
farm on Lake Winnebago, July 16, 1863, at the 
age of sixty-one years. 

Ten children, six sons and four daughters, con- 
stituted their family, eight whom grew to mature 
years and we:e married. Six were born in Hali- 
fax, Nova Scotia. Pearce, the eldest, died at the 
age of two years. Richard James, came to Chicago 
with his mother in November, 1836, and to Racine 
in the fall of 1842. He married Amanda Stroud 
of Oshkosh; was a prominent Democrat, was once 
a candidate of his party for State Bank Comp- 
troller and was serving his third term as City 
Clerk of Oshkosh at the time of his death October 
28, 1824. Mary Louisa is the widow of Thomas 
Marshall and resides in Oshkosh. John Jr. was a 
journalist by occupation and married Jennie Bald- 
win of Lacon, IL He established the Lacon Jnr- 
telligencer and conducted it up to his last illness. 
His death occurred at his father’s residence on 
Lake Winnebago on the ith of February, 1858. 
His two children had died a short time previous 
and his wife survived the loss of her husband only 
a few years. Thomas Andrew was also a printer 
and publisher and for a time was his bro 
partner in the Lacon Intelligencer. Subsequently 
he published the Oconto Democrat and the Oshkosh 
Daily Transcript. He married Orissa M. Morgan, 
and died on the 15th of August, 1863. His 
only child died in infancy, but his widow sur- 
vives. Edmund M., a native of Chicago, was the 
first of the family born in the United States. He 
married Miss Isabella B. Dickinson of Grand 
Rapids, Mich..and resides in Racine. He has been 
extensively engaged in map and atlas publishing 
and in writing for local historical and bicgraph- 
ical works. Elizabeth Henrietta was also born in 
Chicago. She became the wife of George A. Ran- 
dall, civil engineer of Oshkosh, and was the 


| 
i 


Francis D. was born in Racine, June 26, 1843, was 


a civil engineer by profession and married Miss 


_ Ettie Ketchum of London. He became secretary 


bonor hes won him the respect of all with whom 


of an Iowa railroad and died March 10, 1881. Isa- 
bella H., the youngest member of the family, was 
also born in Racine, became the wife of William 
Montrose Morgan, a farmer residing near Osh 
kosh and is the mother of seven daughters and one 
son. 

John Harney, the subject of this sketch, enjoyed 
superior educational advantages and was a gentle- 
man of culture and refined habits. In his early 
life he had the benefit of the advantages incident 
to affluence and in middle life saw much hardship 
and trouble. His declining years were passed in 
ease and free from care. He was distinguished 
for his courteous and manly ways, strict integrity 
and high sense of honor. In politics be was a 
Democrat and was a warm friend of Stephen A 
Douglas. In his first years in Illinois. Mr. Har- 
ney was Deputy Sheriff of Cook County and held 
various township offices in Winnebago County. 
Wis. Ina marked degree he enjoyed the confi- 
dence and regard of all who knew him. 

His sons, except the youngest, were all identi- 
fied with printing and publishing. They all 
learned their trade, or partially so, in Racine print- 
ing offices. Richard J. worked with S. P. Rounds 
on the Old Gaken Bucket and was editor of the 
Oshkosh Times; John, served bis time with Mr. 
Bliss in the office of the Racine County Whig; 
Thomas A. learned his trade with Bunner & Staf- 
ford in the old Racine Advocate office; and Ed- 
mund M. spent nearly two years in the office of 
the Racine Commercial Advertiser. 


mg 


T AMES DAWSON, one of the self-made men 

| and an early settler of Racine County, of 
| 1843, now resides on section 21. Raymond 
Y Township. His long residence has made 
—— and a life of usefulness and 
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he has come in contact. A native of England, he 
was born in Cheshire, July 3, 1840, and is a son of 
Joseph Dawson, whose birth occurred in Yorkshire, 
England. His father learned the trade of a cloth 
finisher in his youth and followed that occupation 
until twenty-four ycars of age when he began 
clerking. Later he entered into the wholesale 
business, carrying a stock of general merchandise, 
fruit and vegetables. His business was carried on 
very successfully until about 1838, when the riots 
of that year caused reverses. He then came to 
America and in 1842, took up his residence in Ra- 
cine County, where he purchased two hundred 
acres of land from the Government—the farm upon 
which our subject now resides. So wild was this 
region at that time that the red men were still in 
the neighborhood. Building a log cabin Mr. Daw- 
son continued to make his home on the farm which 
be purchased during the remainder of his life. In 
his farming operations, as in commercial pursuits, 
he was quite successful and left a good property. 
For thirty years he was a prominent member of 


the Congregational Church of Raymond and a 
faithful worker for its interests. His political sup- 


port was given to the Democratic party. He died 
on the old home farm in 1873, at the age of sev- 
enty-four years, and a well spent and upright life 
made his death greatly regretted by many friends. 
Mrs. Dawson was in ber maidenhood Miss Lydia 
Brooks and she too was a native of Cheshire, Eng- 
land. Unto them were born twelve children, four 
of whom are now living: Mrs. Fletcher, of Ray- 
mond; George, who was a sea captain, died about 
eight years ago; John. of La Crosse, Wis, is now 
serving a second term in the State Legislature: 
Joseph, a resident farmer of Raymond; Jane, who 
died in Michigan; Thomas died at the age of four- 
teen years; James. of this sketch: and William and 
Lydia, who died in 1868, 

The first three years of his life our subject passed 
in his native land. The remainder of his boyhood 
and youth were spent upon his father’s farm in 
this county. During the winter season he attended 
the district schools of the neighborhood and when 
summer came again sided in the labor of the farm. 
In 1864, feeling that his adopted country needed 
his aid in the struggle to preserve the union, he 
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arois his name among the boys in blue of Com- 

pany G, Forty-third ‚Wisconsin Infantry which 

was organized at Camp Washburn, Milwaukee. 

The regiment was sent to Nashville, and was under 

fire at the battle of Johnsonville. The troops then 

marched toward Nashville to head off Hood, then 
went to Clarkville and afterward to Chattanooga. 
Until the close of the war Mr. Dawson was in ac- 

tive service and bore his share in the hardships at- 

tending army life. When peace was once more 

restored he was mustered out of the service at 

Nashville, received his discharge at Milwaukee and 

then returned home after a year’s absence. 

The succeeding six years of his life Mr. Dawson 
spent in La Crosse in the employ of a commission 
firm, proving an excellent salesman. He then re- 
turned to Raymond and purchased the old home- 
stead which bis father had bought of the Govern- 
ment long years before. He now owns and operates 
two hundred acres of valuable land which are un- 
der a high state of cultivation and well improved 
with good buildings and the accessories of a model 
farm. His business affairs have made his life a busy 
one. yet be has found time to devote to public in- 
terests. He has been President of the Raymond 
Farmers’ Mutual Fire Insurance Company for 
twelve vears and is still theencumbent. He often 
serves his party, the Democratic, in conventions, 
where he is known as an influential member and is 
now Chairman of the Township Committee and a 
member of the County Committee. With bis first 
Presidential vote he supported Seymour. How- 
ever, Mr. Dawson is not strictly partisan. At local 
elections he believes that the fitness of the candi- 
dates should be taken into consideration. 

On December 31, 1873, Mr. Dawson was united 
in marriage with Miss Maggie Green wood, a native 
of England. their wedding being celebrated in 
Sauk County. Unto them were bora four children, 
two sons and two daughters: Lettie, who is now 
fitting herself for a teacher and has been a student 
in music; Ellen, Robert and Virgil, all at home. 
The loved mother of this family was called to her 
final rest on November 18, 1891. At the com- 
mencement of ber last illness medical aid was 
hastily summoned and every care and attention 
was bestowed upon her by her loving husband. yet 
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of no avait. “She salen away, ria a n 
household, and her remains were interred in the 
cemetery of Raymond Township. For seventeen 
years she had been a faithful companion and true 
helpmate to her husband and her many excellencies 
of character had endeared her to all with whom 
she had been brought in contact. In her death the 
sorrowing family had the sympathy of the entire 
community for her friends in the neighborhood 
were many. 


E ae 


= —— Le 


Y ODNEY G. MANN, a prominent farmer re- 
" siding on section 33, Caledonia Township, 
is numbered among the honored pioneers 

NO) of Racine County, where he has made his 
home for the long period of forty-seven years. 
He has been an eye-witness of the growth and de- 


velopment of the county, and born his share in its | 


upbuilding and has been identilied with many of 
the leading interests of the town. The changes 
which have been wrought have transformed the 
wild lands into rich and fertile farms and the vil- 
lages into cities and through this period Mr. 
Mann has been a continued resident and valued 
citizen. 

Our subject was born near Cleveland, Ohio, 
February 11, 1835, and is a son of Amos L. and 
Sarah (Adams) Mann. His father was born and 
reared on a farm in the Genesee Valley, N. Y., and 
in the city of Buffalo learned the mason's trade, 
which he followed for fifteen years. Removing to 
Cleveland he was there married and three children 
were born of the union—Rodney G. of this sketch; 
Sarah who is living in Creston, Iowa; and John, 
who was killed by a sharp-shooter in Huntsville, 
Ala. When the war broke out he was pilot on a 
Mississippi steamer and against his wishes was 
forced to enter the Confederate service. At the 
expiration of sixteen months he deserted and 
joined the Union Army as a member of the Fourth 
Battery of Wisconsin. Just before the battle at 
Huntsville he was attached to the Sharp Shooters 
Corps and there met his death. 

The father of this family, Amos Mann, while 
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RT near Ciria, engaged in raising mel- 
ons upon a ten acre patch of ground. In 1843 he 


| started West and after three months of travel 


reached Racine County, in January 1844. He had 
traveled in the dead of winter and the snow was 
often three feet deep. His good wife died when 
about sixty miles from Chicago and four years 
afterwards he married Mrs. Sarah Adams. Seven 
years were spent in Racine andhe then removed 
to a new farm in Caledonia Township, where he 
made his home for twelve years, when he removed 
to the farm upon which our subject now resides. 


| The hardships and trials of pioneer life were borne 


by him and he is now numbered among the hon- 
ored early settlers. He took great interest in edu- 
cational affairs and probably did more for the 
welfare of the schools in thatearly day than any 
other man in the district. In politics he was a 
Democrat, warmly advancing the party principles 
throughout his life. He died on the 5th of 
August, 1883, aged seventy-two years and six 
months and in his death one of the county’s val- 
ued citizens passed away. 

The educational advantages of our subject were 
very limited. After coming to Wisconsin he at- 
tended a subscription school in Racine kept by 
one Blanchard in a log house, which was then the 
only school in the town. He remained under the 
parental roof until twenty-eight years of age and 
then married and bought an adjoining farm. At 
the death of his father he took charge of the old 
homestead farm and is now owner of one 
hundred and ninety five acres of valuable land, 
the greater part of which is under a high 
state of cultivation. Many improvements stand 
as monuments to his thrift and enterprise and 
other evidences of his progressive spirit are 
there seen. As the years have passed prosperity 
has crowned his efforts and his income thus being 
increased he is now numbered among the well-to- 
do citizens of Caledonia Township. 

Mrs. Mann was in her maidenhood Miss Eliza- 
beth Thompson. She is a native of England, and 
a member of the established church of that coun- 
try—-the Episcopal. Four children were born to 
Mr. and Mrs. Mann,—Emma who died at the age 
of twenty-two years; Charles L. who married Mat- 


tie Beffle of Racine; Ieonard who assists his fa- 
ther in operating the home farm; and Nellie; 
wife of Daniel Sears. The children all received 


excellent school privileges, having been educated | 


in the brick school-house of this neighborhood 


which was secured through their grandfather’s | 


efforts. 


Mr. Mann cast his first Presidential vote for | 
James Buchanan and has supported the Democrat- | 


ic party since at State and National elections, but 
for the local offices he votes for the man whom he 
thinks will best fill the position. He has often 
been a delegate to the conventions of his party 


but has never sought political preferment for him- | 
He is benevolent and gives liberally of his | 
means to the support of the church and charitable | 


self. 


work. Forty-seven years have come and gone 


since Mr. Mann became a resident of Racine Coun- | 
ty and he has therefore been an eye-witness to | 


many of the changes which have transformed the 
county into one of the best and most important 
in the commonwealth. Inthe work of develop- 
ment and progress he has always cheerfully borne 


his share and as an honored pioneer, valued | 


citizen and esteemed friend, he is worthy a rep- 
resentation in this volume. 


ZO SS Se 


ENRY J. MILLER, Treasurer of the Chicago | 


Rubber Clothing Company, is a representa- 
tive of one of the old settled families of 
Racine. For a sketch of his parents, see 


the record of Joseph Miller. Our subject was born | 


November 3, 1837, in Guelich, one of the oldest 
fortified places in Rhine Province, Germany. When 
he was but ten years of age his parents came to 
the United States, landing at Buffalo, N. Y. upon 
his birthday. The same 


an apprenticeship of four and one-half years at 
the carpenter’s trade. 
trade nine years. 
and worked for Peter Ross, the noted writer for the 
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winter witnessed their | 
arrival in Racine. At the age of twelve years Mr. | 
Miller began working in a tannery in Racine, con- 
tinuing until he was fifteen and then entered upon | 


In all he worked at that | 
In 1859, he went to New Orleans | 


1019 


Scoteh- American. When the war broke out he re- 
turned to Racine and in partnership with his 
brother Joseph, engaged in manufacturing and 
dealing in boots and shoes, under the firm name of 
J. & H. J. Miller. Two years later our subject sold 
out his interest and spent some two years at Cal- 
vary School, Fond du Lac, Wis., with the intention 
of becoming a priest. Believing himself too old 
and not far enough udvanced he decided to pursue 
other callings. Returning to Racine he clerked 
for a year and a half, when he went to Omaha, 
Neb.; and after working at his trade in that city a 
short time, hired as a carpenter to the Govern- 
ment to go to Ft. Phil. Kearney, where he re- 
mained nearly a year. He was then employed a 
year at Camp Russell, after which he went to 
Carbon in the Black Hills and helped construct the 
first coal shaft in that section. He then made a 
short visit in Racine and by way of New York 
City and the Isthmus of Panama to California. 


| He worked at his trade in San Francisco and Sac- 


ramento. For about six months he was employed 
on the State Capitol. According to the request of 
his mother he came home and soon after his return 
built the seminary at St. Francis, near Milwaukee. 
The following five years he was engaged in the 
dry-goods business in Racine with Leonard Thelen, 
but at the expiration of that time purchased his 
partner’s interest. After conducting the business 
alone some seven years, he took as partner his 
cousin, Leo A. Peil, now one of the leading grocery 
merchants of this city. This partnership con- 
tinued some six years when Mr. Miller from trade. 
He had assisted in organizing the Chicago Rubber 
Clothing Company, of Racine, and in July, 1888, 
was prevailed upon to take active management of 
the concern, which has become one of the impor- 
tant manufacturing industries of the city. 

Mr. Miller was married at Racine, February 9, 
1871, to Miss Barbara Hammang, who was born in 
Detroit, Mich., April 9, 1842, and is a daughter cf 
Paul and Regina (Greusel) Hammang. Mr. Ham- 
mang was born in Loraine and was of French ex- 
traction. His wife was a native of Bavaria. 
When a young man he came to the United States 
and located at Detroit, Mich., where he married 
and lived until 1845. His wife crossed the 
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ocean when a young lady about eighteen years | 


old. In 1845, they moved to Kenosha and there 
spent their last days. 
kept a hotel in that city. Both died the same year, 
he at the age of sixty-two and she at the age of 
fifty-six. They had eleven children. 

Mr. and Mrs. Miller are the parents of eight 
children as follows: Regina, Clara, Lizzie, Anna, 


Louise, deceased at the age of six years; Charles, | 
Both Mr. and Mrs. Miller | 


Gertrude and William. 
are members of the Catholic Church, and politically 
he isa Democrat. Mr. Miller is kindly disposed 
toward all public enterprises, and is a man that 
stands high among his fellow-citizens for honesty 
and integrity. 


— — E — 


— 


¡ OSEPH SCHROEDER, a leading dry-goods 
| merchant of Racine, is a native of that 
city, born February 4, 1847, and is the son 
of Peter and Anna Schroeder, both of 


all 


Y 
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our subject purchased the interest of Mr. Weeks, 


| and has since continued the business. At first they 


For a number of years he | 


whom were natives of Cologne, Germany, but who | 


came to this country in 1842. After spending a 
year in Buffalo, N. Y.. they came west to Milwau- 
kee, Wis., and in 1844 to Racine, where they con- 
tinued to reside until their death. Both 
devout Catholics. For about twelve years Peter 
Schroeder was employed as a salesman in Lee « 
Dickson's general store, save for a few months in 
1849, when he crossed the plains to California, but 


were 


carried a stock of general merchandise, but gradu- 
ally it was reduced to dry-goods exclusively. Mr. 
Schroeder now carries by far the largest stock in 
the city, in a two-story brick, 40x90 feet. 

At Vienna, Walworth County, Wis, Mr. 
Schroeder married Bertha Zahn, a native of Racine, 
but of German descent. Her father, “Edward 
Zahn, came to the United States in 1839, and soon 
afterward settled in Racine. Her mother came in 
girlhood. Her father was in the hardware busi- 
ness in Racine a short time, and then moved to 
Walworth County, where he engaged in the mill- 
ing business. He died in 1891, aged seventy-three 
years. Her mother is still living. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Schroeder have been born 
three children—Nettie, Percival E. and Arthur J. 
The first named died in infancy. The others 
remain at home. 

Politically, Mr. Schroeder is thoroughly inde- 
pendent, voting for the men he likes best. Relig- 
iously, he is very liberal, while his wife is a Uni- 
versalist. He is a member of the Knights of 
Pythias and of the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows. He has now been in trade twenty-one 
years, and has been quite successful, having made 


every dollar by his own exertions. 


not hearing from his family, he hastened to re- | 


turn. For about twelve years he was also in the 
hardware store of Lee & Cooley. In the family 
were two sons and two daughters, who reached 
maturity. Anna is now the widow of John New- 
man; Eva C. isthe wife of Matthew Thorn, of Ke- 
nosha; Joseph is the third, while John is a journalist. 

Joseph Schroeder may be said to have received 
his education in the school of experience, for at 
the age of fourteen he entered the store of B. F. 
Weeks as errand boy, but soon after was regularly 
employed as clerk, which position he filled nine 
years, when he was made a member of the firm, 
the partnership to be limited five years, 
although it was continued one year longer, when 


to 


FILLIAM HYDE, a well-known farmer and 
j highiy esteemed citizen of Raymond 
Racine County, makes his 
He was born in Brooklyn, 


Township, 


home on section 16. 
N. Y., July 10, 1820, and is of English descent. 
The family was founded in America by the great- 
grandfather of our subject, who left his English 


home and accompanied Sir Henry Clinton to 
America. He was killed in the French and Indian 
War. The grandfather served in the War of the 
Revolution; valiantly fighting for the independ- 
ence of the colonies and the father, Furman Hyde, 
was a Soldier of the War of 1812. The latter was 
also a native of Brooklyn, and in that city learned 
the cooper's trade, which he followed as a means 
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of livelihood tes many years. In the eity of his 
nativity, he married Mıss Jane Thompson, of New 
Jersey. His death occurred in 1833, and his wife 
died during the war, at the age of sixty-four years. 
Both were members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church and in politics Mr. Hyde was an old line 
Jackson Democrat. Highly respected by all who 
knew him for his sterling worth and true nobility 
of character, many friends mourned his death. 
The family numbered six children, of whom our 
subject is the eldest; George was killed in an ex- 
plosion on Hedge Street, New York City; Matilda 
is also deceased; Charles died in Racine County; 
Ellen is a resident of South Dakota and Caroline 
is living in Brooklyn, N. Y. All of the children 
were born in Brooklyn, with the exception of 
Charles whose birthplace was Philadelphia. 
William Hyde is one of the self-made men of 
this county. Being the oldest son of a widowed 


mother, at the early age of twelve years he began 
to earn his own livelihood and assist in the support 
of the family. 


His educational advantages were 
thus necessarily limited but with a desire to im- 
prove himself, he attended night school. He 
learned the trade of a ropemaker and spent eight 
years in the City Hall of Brooklyn as Deputy She- 
riff and officer of the court. In his earlier years, 
he had to struggle along and labor untiringly to 
support himself and those dependent upon him 
and only his great energy and perseverance en- 
abled him to perform the task from which many 
another would have shrunk in despair. 

On the 9th of January, 1842, Mr. Hyde was 
united in marriage with Esther Edens, who was 
born in Brooklyn. On her father’s side, she is of 
Irish descent, while on her mother’s side she comes 
from the Knickerbocker stock. John Edens, her 
father, was a native of the Emerald Isle but his 
boyhood days were spent in Brooklyn, N. Y., 
where he learned the cooper’s trade. As he early 
had to begin life for himself his educational ad- 


Miss Harriet Potter were married on the 31st of 
May, 1823, and unto them were born three chil- | 
dren, two sons and a daughter—Francis E., now | 
deceased; Mrs. Hyde, wife of our subject and 
John, also deceased. The father died September | 


1021 


24, 1831, at the age of Sirio ya years and. the 
mother, who survived until October, 1843, was 
forty-four years of age at the time of her death. 
Their remains were interred in Brooklyn Cemetery. 
Both were devout members of the Methodist 
Church and Mr. Edens was a prominent Mason. 

Seven children have been born of the union of 
Mr. and Mrs. Hyde—William, who was one of the 
boys in blue, enlisting in Company G, Forty-third 
Wisconsin Infantry, and for six years was Register 
of Racine County, died of disease contracted while 
in the service; Harriet is the wife of Charles Mills, 
of Racine; John has for seven years been a police- 
man of that city; Thomas, who was born in Brook- 
lyn, and came to this county when five years old, 
now operates the home farm. He is a stanch sup- 
porter of the Democratic party, cast his first vote 
for Samuel J. Tilden and is always found in the 
conventions; Hester is the wife of Edwin Hotch- 
kiss, of Racine; Hannah is the wife of David Ma- 
haffy, of Raymond; and Mary, an accomplished 
young lady, keeps house for her parents. 

The year 1858 witnessed the arrival of Mr. Hyde 
and his family in Racine County, Wis. He soon 
afterward purchased eighty acres of land, upon 
which was a log house and a straw shed. When 
the family was settled in the cabin, he began clear- 
ing and improving the land and as time passed 
worked a transformation which has developed one 
of the best farms in this locality. He also now has 
a comfortable home and the well-tilled fields and 
improvements are in keeping with the progressive 
spirit of a first-class farmer. His success had not 
been achieved without much labor. In his earlier 


| years, he toiled from morning until night and it 


was only by untiring effort that he won prosperity. 
He well deserves the competence which is now his 
and the enjoyment which comes from his possesses 
is justly merited. 

In his prosperity, Mr. Hyde has not forgotten 


| those less fortunate than himself and his timely 
vantages were necessarily limited. Mr. Edens and | 


aid has won the gratitude of many hearts. The 
needy may truly number him among their friends. 


| The church has also found in him a faithful sup- 


porter. He and his family all belong to the Con- 
| gregational Church, and his son, Thomas, is one of 
the trustees. Mr. Hyde cast his first Presidential 


vote for Jamás K. Polk, and now 1 sup- | 


ports the Democratic party. He has held the office 
of Supervisor of his township but has never sought 
political preferment as his time is well taken up by 
other interests. 


A ARTIN CLANCY, Su-, a pioneer merchant 
\ of Racine,and a resident of that city since 
September, 1846, is a native of Ireland 

and was born in the city of Galway, on the 
19th of November, 1819. His parents were Patrick 
and Catharine (O'Day) Clancy, who were also na- 
tives of Galway. His father was a merchant 
and well-to-do, but he and his wife died young, 
and through bad management on the part of the 
guardians of their children the property, which 
was considerable, was lost to the heirs. 

The subject of this sketch left his native land 
on the 8th of June, 1837, and came to America to 
seek his fortunes. He was seven weeks and four 
days making the voyage in a sailing vessel from Ire- 
land to New York. On arriving in the metropolis 
of America, he engaged as merchant’s clerk for 
several years, when, having accumulated a little 
capital, he bought a stock of goods, with which he 
started a store in Napoleon, Henry County, Ohio. 


j 


Three or four years later he sold out and returned | 


to New York. Shortly afterward he went to 
Rochester, N. Y., and from there came to Racine 


in” September, 1846, bringing a stock of goods, 
with which he opened a general store in the then | 


village of Racine. 

Just prior to coming to Racine Mr. Clancy was 
united in marriage in the town of Java, Genesee 
County, N. Y., on the 24th of June, 1846, to Miss 
Clarinda Bush, a daughter of Henry Bush, and a 
native of the State of New York. Mrs. Clarcy's 
father was an American by birth and was a soldier 
of the War of 1812-14. 

Nine children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Clancy, 
of whom six grew to mature years and five are 
living. Three died in childhood. Martin. Jr. was 
born August 24, 1847, and is now the senior mem- 
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ber of the firm of C 1 Bros., parm m goods 
merchants of Racine. Patrick H. is agent at Ra- 
cine station for the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul 
Railway. Mary was the wife of Thomas Staples, 
of Racine and died July 25, 1889. Agnes is the 
wife of Hon. J. B. Winslow, a Judge of the Su- 
preme court of Wisconsin. John married Miss 
Nellie Dempsey and is in employ of the Hedstrom 
Coal Company of Racine. Edward P. married 
Miss Nellie Wood and is the junior member of the 
firm of Ciancy Bros. of Racine. 

Mrs. Clancy, an exemplary wife and mother, 
died on the 27th of January, 1887. Her entire 
life was devoted to her family and her children 
have cause to venerate her memory, for by her wise 
counsel, affection and care, those who attained to 
mature years became worthy members of the 
society. 

Mr. Clancy was successful in business until late 
in life when misfortune overtook him. In 1868, 
he was burned out and lost heavily, but continued 
business until 1879, since which time he has not 
been engaged in any active undertaking. 

He has always been a Democrat in political senti- 
ment, but has not sought or desired public office. 
He has served one year as Supervisor and two 
years as a member of the School Board. 

Mr. Clancy and his family are Roman Catholics, 
and are members of St. Rose Catholic Church, of 
Racine. 


e. 
SS 


ON CHRISTIAN SMITH, senior partner 
| of J. C. Smith & Son, the pioneer bakers and 
© confectioners, of Racine, is a native of Ger- 
) many and was born in a small town not far 
distant from Frankfort, Bavaria, on the 23d of 
February, 1819. His parents were John and Chris- 
tain (Leinberger) Smith; they were born in the 
same part of Germany as their son. They emi- 
grated to America and settled in Racine, wheie 
they both died. 
John C. was reared and educated in his native 
land, and in 1840, emigrated to the United States. 
He located at Lyons, N. Y., where he learned the 


trade of baker and confectioner. In the sum- 
mer of 1844, he came to Racine, where he joined a 
surveying party as cook. The first season he was 
out only two months, but the second season he 
was with the same party six months. ‘The party 
was engaged on Government surveys in the West 
under direction of Capt. Gunnison; when organiz- 
ing his party for the third season, Capt. Gunnison 
urged Mr. Smith very hard to accompany him, but 
could not prevail upon him to do so, as he had 
married and was engaged in business. As it 
turned out it was very fortunate for Mr. Smith 
that he refused to go as the entire party was mas- 
sacred in Utah, either by the Indians or Mormons; 
none survived to tell the tale. In 1846, Mr. Smith 
formed a partnership with a fellow countryman, 
John Niebergall, in the business which he has car- 
ried on continuously since. Mr. Niebergall with- 
drew after a few years,and Mr. Smith’s oldest son, 
Otto William, joined him and has since been his 
partner. Their place of business was at first on 
the east side of Main Street. near where the city 
hall now stands. Subsequently they removed to 
the west side of the same street near First. 
They afterward purchased their present place of 
business, No. 216 Sixth Street, and have built up 
a large and successful trade. 

Mr. Smith was married in Oak Creek, Milwau- 


kee County to Miss Catherine Fink, who wasa | 


daughter of Jacob Fink and was born in Germany. 
She died, leaving six children, two sons and four 
daughters—Mary, the oldest, is the wife of Isaac 
Hoffert, of Chicago; O. William the eldest son and 
junior member of the firm of J. C. Smith & Son, 
was born m Racine November 24, 1848; he mar- 
ried Eliza A. Asby; they have one child, Irving 
Charles, born January 14, 1888; Elizabeth, the 
third chiid, married Fred Ticknor and resides in 
Racine; Sarah Jane is the wife of William Preston, 
a farmer of Minnesota, residing near Luverne; 
Emma married C. F. Haglin and lives in Minne- 
apolis, Minn.; Charles, the youngest of the family, 
is living in Seattle, Wash. 

Mr. Smith is the oldest surviving member of the 
First German Evangelical Church of Racine, of 
which he was one of the founders and he and his 
wife were among the constituent members. He 
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| has been a Class-Leader of that church for many 
years and is one of its most influential members. 


Mr. Smith has now been a resident of Racine for 
forty-seven years, and forty-five years of that time, 
has been in active business as the leading baker 
and confectioner of that city. His course in life 
has always been that of an upright and honorable 
man, whose efforts have always been directed in 
aid of that which was worthy and calculated to make 
the world better. In politics, he has always sup- 
ported the Republican party, and has served asa 
member of the Common Council of the city, he 
has never sought or desired public office. His zeal 
and interest in religion have aided liberally in the 
upbuilding and support of his church and have won 
for him a place of honor in its history. 


+=+== 
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IL AMILTON UTLEY, editor of the Racine 

' Times and Utley's Dollar Weekly, and Presi- 
1) dent of the Times Publishing Company, 
is one of the enterprising and successful 
He is a native of the 
Empire State, his birth baving occurred in Alex- 
andria, N. Y., on the 11th of July, 1841. When 
two years of age he was brought by his father, Col. 
Wilham L. Utiey, to Racine, where he acquired 
his education in the public and High School. In 
1866, he became associated with his father in the 
publication of the Racine Journal, and his connec- 
tion with that paper was continued for nine years, 
or until 1875, when he disposed of his interests 
and two years later went to the Black Hills, where 
he remained for five years engaged in prospecting. 
At the expiration of that period he left Dakota and 
returned to Racine in 1884. Again with his father 
he engaged in business, purchasing the Racine 
Times, and soon afterward the Tímes Publishing 
Company was established and a few days later was 
incorporated. Of this company our subject is now 
President. In its attitude concerning political 
matters, the Times is an independent paper court- 
ing the favor of no party nor sect. As an editor 
and as a citizen, Mr. Utley is too well known to 


| 
| 
| 
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al comment here, for, tar the short time spent | 


in Dakota, he has lived in Racine for forty-eight 
years. He is esteemed by his business acquain- 


tances and held in high regard in social circles. | 


Socially, he isa Knight Templar Mason and a mem- 
ber of the Knights of Pythias fraternity. 


— 


pILLIAM C. BUSH, passenger conductor on 


road, ıesides in Racine. He was born in 


PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM. 


III., and is a daughter of pra and 2 (Ellis) 


Hall, both of whom were of Irish birth. Mr. and 


the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Rail- | 


Cobleskill, Schoharie County, N. Y., on February | 


4, 1859, and isa son of Jacob and Martha (La- 
mont) Bush. His father was of German birth and 
his mother was a native of New York. The year 
1860 witnessed the emigration of the family to 
Wisconsin, they settling in Darien, Walworth 
County, wbere they continued to make their home 
until 1876, when they removed to Sharon. In later 
years they went to Clinton and thence to Beloit, 
Wis., where they now reside. 

The subject of this sketch has, since his first 
year, been a resident of Wisconsin. He acquired 
his education in the schools of Darien and Sharon, 
and began life on his own account as a molder ap- 
prentice in the shops of the Racine Hardware Man- 
ufacturing Company of Racine. After two years 
spent in those works, in which he gained a good 
knowledge of the business, he engaged in repairing 
telegraph lines on the Racine & Southwestern Di- 
vision of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Rail- 
road, under the direction of D. A. Olin. One year 
later, in 1878, he began regular service on the road 
as a brakesman on the same line and the following 
year a promotion made him conductor. He ran a 
freight train about six months and was then made 
passenger conductor on extras in 1880, and has 
since had a passenger run. His present route is be- 
tween Racine and Rock Island, on what is known 
as the Racine & Southwestern Division of the Chi- 
cago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad. 

On October 26, 1881, Mr. Bush was united in 
marnage with Miss Jennie Hall, the wedding cere- 
mony being performed in Darien, Walworth 
County, Wis. The lady was born in Rock Island, 


lis is Independent. 


Mrs. Bush have one child, a son, William David, 
who was born in Racine, July 18, 1889. They have 
made their home in Racine since their marriage 
and have quite a large circle of friends and ac- 
quaintances. 

In political sentiment Mr. Bush is a Democrat, 
having supported that party for some years. He 
has been employed wıth the Chicago, Milwaukee 
& St. Paul Railroad Company for thirteen years 
aud-with the exception of one year of the time has 
served in the capacity of conductor. He has been 
uniformly successful and stands high in the esti- 
mstion of his superiors, being also popular with 
the train meu and the traveling public. 
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MW ENRY M. WALLIS, Secretary, Treasurer 
Y )) and General Manager of the J. I. Case 
TA Piow Works, has been a resident of Racine 
KO} twenty-three years, and has become identi- 
fied with one of the substantial manufacturing es- 
tablishments of the city. He was born in White 
Pigeon, Mich., June 21, 1861. When seven years 
of age be came to Racine with his mother, Mre. 
Eliza Wallis, nee Mitchell, a daughter of Henry 
Mitchell, whose sketch appears on another page of 
this work. 

Mr. Wallis received bis education in the public 
schools of Racine. and at McMynn' Academy. 
When sixteen years of age he began as clerk for 
the Mitchell & Lewis Company, continuing there 
five years, advancing to book-keeper, and then 
to correspondent. In 1883 he took charge of the 
Fish Brothers’ Wagon Works, which were then un- 
der the control of J. L Case. 

In the fall of 1885 Mr. Wallis took the manage- 
ment of the J. I. Case Plow Works, which he has 
run successfully and profitably since. May 3, 1883, 
Mr. Wallis wedded Miss Jessie F., a daughter of J. 
L Case. The young couple have two children, Ly- 
dia H. and Henry M., Jr. Mrs. Wallis is a mem- 
ber of the Episcopal Church. In politics Mr. Wal- 
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In addition to bis interests in Racine, Mr. Wal- 
lis is a Director in the brauch house of the Mitchell 
d Lewis Wagon Company and J. I. Case Plow 
Works at Des Moines, lowa, and of the J. I. Case 
Implement Company, of Minneapolis, Minn. To 
eulogize is not within the province of thie werk, 
though it is but just to say that Mr. Wallis is ac- 
counted one of the able young business men of 
Racine. 
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[OHN FREDERICK BICKEL, Treasurer of 
| the Racine Hardware Manufacturing Com- 
| pany, Racine, is a native of Racine County. 
E | Wis., and was born in the town of Caledo- 
nia September 8, 1859. His parents, John F. and 
Regina (Vetter) Bickel, were natives of Germany, 
one of Baden and one of Byran and they came 
to America in childhood. They were married 
and settled in Caledonia. Their family con- 
sisted of four daughters and one son—Cather- 
ine, the eldest, was the wife of Albert Klenas, and 
died in 1873; Rosina is the wife of David Oram, 
of Racine; Christina died in 1882; John F., the 
only son, is the subject of this sketch. His father 
was killed at the age of fifty-fonr years by a run- 
away team. The mother survived her husband 
eleven years and died aged fifty-six years. 

John F. spent his childhood and youth on his 
father’s farm, and at the age of fourteen he came 
to Racine and worked for his board while be at- 
tended school a year and a half. He then began 
learning the machinist’s trade in the shops of the 
A. P. Dickey Manufacturing Company, where be 
spent three and a half years. At the same time be 
was attending night school studying bookkeeping. 
In November 1879 he secured a position as assist- 
ant bookkeeper in the oflice of the Racine Hard- 
ware Manufacturing Co., and was assistant treasurer 
in 1885. He became a stockbolder in the business 
in 1881 and in 1886 was elected a Director. In 
September, 1891, he was elected Secretary and 
Treasurer, which position he now holds. Mr. Bickel 
was married in Racine, January 23, 1886, to Cora 
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B. Marcher, a daughter of T. $. Marcher, of that 
city. Mrs. Bickel was born in Onarga, III. They 
bave two children, a son and daughter, Harold Le- 
Roy, born April 11, 1887, and Rosina Elizabeth, 
born April 2d, 1889, both were born in Racine. 
Mrs. Bickel is « member of the First Baptist Church, 
and Mr. Bickel belongs to the First Presbyterian 
Church. He has been vice-President of the Y. M. 
C. A, for several years. In politics he is Repub- 
He is a member of the Royal Arcanum, 
Royal League, Modern Woodmen, National Union, 
and Total Abstinence societies, all of Racine. In ad- 
dition to his connection with the Racine Hardware 
Manufacturing Company, Mr. Bickel is associated 
with the following named companies: ‘Treasurer 
and manager of the Racine Economy Spring Com- 
pany and Secretary and Treasurer of the Racine 
Manufacturing Company, and holds the same po- 
sition for the Racine Seed Compan y. 

In all his business and social relations Mr. Bickel 
is esteemed for his ability, integrity and genial 
courteous ways, and is justly ranked as a promis- 
ing business man of the Belle City. He is a con- 
sistent Christian gentleman and has taken an active 
interest in the success of the Y. M. C. A. of Racine, 
and in the cause of temperance, encouraging by 
precept and example the youth of the city to strive 
for improvements both mentally and morally. 


a 


THOMAS H. MARSLAND, one of the pro. 
= minent early settlers of Racine County, re- 
siding on section 22, Burlington Township, 

was born in Yorkshire, England, May 3, 1833, and 
is the youngest of a family of six sons. However, 
he has but one brother now living, Luke, a farmer 
of Chester,Conn. The father, Titus Marsland, was 
born in Yorkshire, England, December 4, 1789, and 
there died April 5, 1867. He ‘was reared as a 
mercer, serving a seven years’ apprenticeship and 
was a self-made man who by his frugality and 
industry won suecess in life. In early years he 
was a member of the Church of England but after- 
wards joined the Methodist Episcopal He 
married Miss Elizabeth Marshall. a native of Eng- 


lican. 
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land, who was educated in the common schools, 
Her death occurred January 27, 1837, and about 
1839, Mr. Marsland wedded Miss Anns Maikens. 

They concluded to try their fortune in America 
and set sail for Liverpool, on the good ship “Patrick 
Henry,” April 26. 1842, reaching their destination 
after thirty-one days, during which time they en- 
countered some severe storms, and the vessel was 
driven back three hundred miles into the Irish 
Channel. Immediately after reaching New York, 
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they started for Racine but by mistake were carried | 


on to Chicago. Afterwards they were brought 
back and Mr. Marsland purchased eighty acres of 
land in Rochester Township, their first house being 
a log cabin. They lived in true pioneer style, ex- 
periencing many of its hardships and privations, 
cut their grain the first year with a hook sickle 
and then sold their wheat for three shillings per 
bushel. In 1866, Mr. Marsland returned on a 
visit to England and while there his death 
occurred and he was buried by the side of his first 
wife. He was well and favorably known in this 
community, being one of the honored citizens of 
Rochester ‘Township. 


The subject of this sketch was educated in the | 


Episcopal schools of his native land and the com- 
mon schools of America. When a boy he was a 
winder of spools in England and was called 
“Bobbin.” During his early life in Wisconsin he 
aided his father in weaving mill cloth, which was 
sold in many towns and villages in this State and 
in Illinois. At the age of nineteen he began life 
for himself empty-handed yet possessed of a good 
supply of industry and perseverance. Asa com- 
panion and helpmate on life’s journey he chose 
Mrs. Sarah (Hockings) Coldecotta, a native of 
Warwickshire, England. Unto them were born 
six children, four sons and two daughters, but only 
three are now living, Albert, a resident of Madison, 
S. Dak., where he is employed as janitor in the 
State Normal; Charles W., a carpenter and joiner 
of Tennessee; and Alice A., wife of Zepheniah 
Parker, an agriculturist. 

Mrs. Marsland was first the wife of Robert Col- 
decotta, a native of Lincolnshire, England, and a 
brickmaker and carpenter. He was a man of in- 
dustrious habits, honored and respected by all who 
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knew him. He came to America in 1844 and died 
in February 1851, in California, whither he had 
gone during the gold excitement, leaving two 
little children, one of whom is yet living, Eleanor, 
wife of Spencer G. Westaby of Madison, S. Dak. 
Mrs. Marsland is a member of St. Luke’s Church of 
Racine, and a kind and benevolent lady whose 
home is noted for its hospitality. 

Mr. Marsland advocates the principles of Pro- 
hibition, having taken a decided stand on the tem- 
perance question. He is a member and treasurer 
of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and 
among his brethren is highly esteemed. He owns 
an hundred and forty acres of improved land 
lying within two and a half miles of the City of 
Burlington, where he has made his home for the 
past twenty-six years. During his long residence 
here he has won only the good wiil of his fellow- 
townsmen, who regard him as a man of sterling 
worth. 


SOBERT WHERRY, a leading market man 
of Racine and junior member of the firm of 
\ Bolton & Wherry, was born in Westchester 
County, N. Y., April 18, 1849. His father, 
William Wherry, who is also a native of that 
State, is of Scotch-Irish lineage and a stonemason 
by trade. He married Mary Bolton, a native of 
England, and a sister of James Bolton, the senior 
member of the above firm. 

William Wherry and his wife still live in West- 
chester County. Both are members of the Pres- 
byterian Church, and in politics he is a Repub- 
lican. Of their eight children, Robert is the only 
one identified with the business interests of Ra- 
cine. Sinve thirteen years of age he has made 
his own way in the world. His educational ad- 
vantages were therefore quite meagre. Having 
worked on a farm until 1869, he came to Racine 
and learned the butcher’s trade with his present 
partner. After working nine years for wages he 
became the partner of Mr. Bolton, and the firm of 
Bolton & Wherry is known as the most exten- 
sive market men in the city, having two markets 


—one on Sixth Street and another at Racine 
Junction. Mr. Wherry looks after buying most 


of the stock and has charge of the market at the 
Junction, while Mr. Bolton superintends the Sixth 
Street market, 

On the 14th of October, 1875, Mr. Wherry and 
Miss Margaret Beanston were joined in wedlock. 
The lady is a native of Dundee, Scotland, from 
which country she came with her parents to the 
United States when seven years of age. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Wherry have been born 
four children—George, Edith, Robert and Harri- 
son M. 

Politically Mr. Wherry is a Republican, though 
not a politician in the sense of being an office- 
secker. He belongs to the Knights of Honor, and 
his wife to the Presbyterian Church. Mr. Wherry 
is a stirring business man and is deserving of not 
a little credit. From a day laborer he has arisen 
to one of the substantial business men of Racine. 


O) APT. ROBERT THOMAS PUGH was born 
\ , in Columbia, Ohio, in January, 1841, and 
WS is a son of Griffith and Jane (Thomas) 
Pugh, both natives of Merionethshire, Wales, who 
came to Ohio in an early day. His father was a 
farmer in Ohio. Mrs. Pugh died in Ohio, and in 


the '40s he came to Racine, but died at Natchez, | 


Miss. In their family were two sons, one died 
in childhood. Our subject when about four 
years old was brought to Racine to live with Isaac 
Thomas. Until thirteen years of age he lived with 
relatives. At that time he went as an apprentice 
to his mother’s brother in the dry-goods business, 
at Fredericton, New Brunswick, remaining some 
four years. He then returned and clerked for 
Vaughan & Williams a year, then clerked in Cam- 
bria, Wis. He enlisted at Fox Lake, Wis.,in Com- 
pany D, Eighth Wisconsin Infantry, July 18, 1861. 
He was called to St. Louis, Mo., but after making a 
tour in Southeastern Missouri, where he took part 
in the battle of Fredericktown, he went on to 
Tennessee, arriving at Pittsburg Landing a few 
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days after the battle. He took part in the siege 
of Corinth and after the fall of that city beat 
about until the battle of Corinth, in which he was 
actively engaged. On the 25th of March, 1863, 
at Brentwood, Tenn., he, with some three hundred 
of his comrades, were taken prisoners by Forest, 


‘marched to Tallahoma and then taken in cattle 


ears to Libby prison, but luckily they got out in 
about two months, on the last general exchange. 
After the battle of Corinth he received instruc- 
tions to come home, whereupon he was commis- 
sioned October 13, 1863, Second Lieutenant of 
Company F, Twenty-second Wisconsin Infantry. 
His command was sent into Kentucky, and then 
on to Murfreesboro, Tenn., where the winter of 
1863-64 was spent. Mr. Pugh was promoted to 
First Lieutenant December 9, 1863, and to Captain 
March 21, 1864. The Twenty-second was next 
called to Nashviile, Tenn., preparatory to going 
on the Atlanta campaign. Capt. Pugh led his 
company in all the engagements in which his regi- 
ment took part, of which the following are the 
principal ones: Resaca, Dallas Woods, during 
which he received a flesh wound in his right arm; 
Golgotha, Kenesaw Mountain, Peach Tree Creek, 
and Atlanta. He led his company on the famous 
“march to the sea,’’ taking part in the battle of 
Bentonville, and Averyboro, which was his last 
battle. At Goldsboro he left his command for 
home, to join the Fifty-third Wisconsin Infantry. 
On leaving his company, Capt. Pugh was intrusted 
with a letter from some of his boys to friends at 
home, and he delivered it not the least suspecting 
its contents. It turned out that his company had 
raised money and sent instructions to purchase and 
present a sword to their esteemed Captain, as Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel of the Fifty-third Wisconsin, to 
which he was promoted April 21, 1865. A splen- 
did banquet was given and the sword presented in 
accordance with the wishes of the donors. It is 
safe to say there is no war relic that the Captain 
prizes more than the sword, which is as bright as 
the day it was given. 

Capt. Pugh joined the Fifty-third at St. Louis, 
and moved to Ft. Leavenworth to do garrison 
duty. Subsequently he dropped down the river 
He was discharged at St. 


1028 


Louis June 30, 1865, on account of the close of 
the war. After his discharge he went to Portage, 
Wis., aud carried on the dry-goods business for 
another,and in the spring of 1866 opened a branch 
house for his employer at Winona, Minn. 

In 1866 he returned to New Brunswick, and on 
September 3, was united in marriage with Miss 
Carrie E. Long, a native of that province. Mr. 
and Mrs. Pugh are the parents of three children: 
Harry L., Secretary and Treasurer of the South 
Superior Malleable Iron Works; Charles L., and 
Jennie Y. The last two named are at home. Both 
our subject and wife are Presbyterians, 

In 1871 Capt, P. returned to Racine and clerked 
for John Vaughan until the summer of 1876, when 
he engaged in merchandising witha partner, under 
the style of Morris & Pugh. This partnership 
continued until March, 1891, when Capt. Pugh 
became sole proprietor, but has since sold out. 


Capt. Pugh is a Republican, a member of the Grand | 


Army of the Republic, of the Loyal Legion, and a 
Knight Templar Mason, being Treasurer of the 
Lodge, Chapter and Commandery. Capt. Pugh 
has never been an office seeker, is devoid of dis- 
play, and ıs a man highly esteemed as an old 
soldier, a citizen and a business man. 
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ON. NICHOLAS D. 
very small number who have lived in Ra- 
cine for forty-eight years. He was born 

in the town of Watervleit, Albany County, 

N. Y. His father, Jacob Fratt, was a native of the 

same county, wedded Catherine Miller also a na- 

tive of that county, and settled on a farm, but in 
later years engaged in the provision and packing 
business in West Troy. Having lived in New 

York State till his children were grown and death 

had called his wife to her spirit home, Mr. Jacob 

Fratt came to Racine and spent his last day with 

his children, reaching the age of seventy years. 

Of their seven children, six live, three making 

their home at Racine, namely; Mrs. Catherine 

Ayers, Mrs. Edwin P. Dickey, and our subject. 
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FRATT, is one of a | 


N.D. Fratt had very poor facilities for acquir- 
ing an education, only such as the old time district 
schools afforded. When twelve years of age he 
began to assist his father in the market and from 
that time until he was eighteen he was most of 
the time found at his post of duty. In the fall of 
1843 he landed in Racine and was soon at work in 
a packing-house. The winter was spent in Illi- 
nois, but in the spring of 1844 he returned to Ra- 
cine and in company with Charles Herrick opened a 
market. After two years the firm was changed by 
a brother of Mr. Fratt, Francis W., who had just ar- 
rived from the East, taking the place of Mr. Her- 
rick. The Fratt brothers carried on quite an ex- 
tensive market and packing business until 1850. 
For the next fourteen years Mr. N. D. Fratt was 
more or less actively engaged in the packing busi- 
ness, Mr. Fratt was one of the originators of the 
Racine County Bank, which was established in 
1853. He served as a Director thereof until 1858 
when he was also made President. When that fi- 
nancial institution was merged into the First 
National Bank of Racine, in 1864, he was contin- 
ued as President and a Director, which offices he 
has held continually since, having been longer a 
bank president than any other man in the county. 

In 1855 Mr. Fratt purchased a large farm two 
miles west of Racine, though now it adjoins the 
city limits, where he has made his home since. 

In this county in 1846, Mr. Fratt married Miss 
Elsie Duffes who was born near Aberdeen, Scot- 
land, August 21, 1827, and when eight years of 
age came with her parents to Canada and later to 
Ilhnois, but it was too sickly and about 1840 came 
to Racine County. Mrs. Fratt died April 28, 1890. 
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Fratt were born six children, 
Mary, wife of A. J. Webster resides in Menasha, 
Wis.; Gertrude became the wife of W. S. Miller, 
general manager of the Northern Pacific Rail- 
road Co., and is now deceased; George N. is 
paying-teller of the First National Bank of 
Racine; Frederick W., is chief engineer for the 
Wisconsin Central Railroad Company; Clara 
is at home; Charles D., is with the St. Paul & 
Tacoma Lumber Co. of Tacoma, Washington, 


one of the largest concerns of the kind in the 
As is the case with most of the old settlers, Mr. | 


Northwest. All the boys are graduates of the 
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higher educational institutions; George, of -Jeffer- 
son Liberal Institute, and Fred and Charles of the 
State University at Madison. In political senti- 
ment Mr. Fratt has always been a Democrat, as was 
his father, and by his fellow-citizens has been hon- 
ored with numerous responsible positions. In 
1859 and '60 he was State Senator from Racine 
County; has been seven years President of the 
State Agricultural Society and an equal length of 
time as President of the Racine County Agricultu- 
ral Society. He isa member of the Board of Di- 
rectors of the Taylor Orphan Asylum. Twice he 
has been the Democratic candidate for Governor, 
in 1881 and m 1884. In former years he was 
both a Mason and an Odd Fellow though of late 
years he has not afliliated with these orders. In 
religious faith he is a Universalist. 

Mr. Fratt is a man of superior mental force 
and executive ability, qualities which have made 
him a successful bank president for thirty-three 
years. 
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ZOQUSTAF BJORKMAN, M. D., a Swedish 
physician of Racine, was born, reared and 
educated in Stockholm. 


He took a classical course in the Royal Univer- | 


sity at Upsola, whence he was graduated in 1879. 
He then entered the Royal Carolin Medical I nsti- 
tation in Stockholm, where he passed an excellent 


examination and received the degree of M. D., in 


1887. Previously he had begun practice in the 
Surgical Hospital of the Province of Upland, and 
after taking his degree he pursued the practice of 
his profession in Stockholm until the spring of 
1890, when he emigrated to America, landing in 
New York. After spending a few months in 
practice in that city, he came to Racine in June of 
the same year, where he was succeeded in building 
up a very satisfactory business. He makes a 
specialty of diseases of the lungs and heart, in the 
treatment of which he has been very successful. 
While pursuing his medical studies, Dr. Bjork- 
man in company with a fellow student prepared 


and published an elaborate treatise on diseases of | 
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the throat, which was published in Sweden and 
translated into the German language, and which 
excited much favorable comment among members 
of the medical fraternity. 

Dr. Bjorkman was married in his native city, in 
August 1882, to Miss Augusta Jungmarker, who is 
also a native of Stockholm. One child, a son, was 
of their named Olaf Gustaf. The 
Doctor belongs to the Loyal League Council, B. 


born union, 
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Not Racine, is a representative of one of the 
early settled families who came to Wiscon- 
ein while it was yet a Territory. His an- 
cestors were among the sturdy Quakers who fol- 
lowed William Penn to his retreat from religious 
persecution — Pennsylvania. His grandfather, 
Jonas Smith, a native of the Keystone State, was 


one of the first, if not the first, to conceive the 


idea of casting a moldboard for a plow, the wooden 
moldboard having been the only one in use up to 
that time. 3 

Paxton Smith, the father of our subject, also a 
native of Pennsylvania, was a manufacturer of 
In early life he emigrated to Lewis 
County, N. Y., and engaged in the manufacture of 
woolen goods at Lowville. It was during his res- 
idence at that place that he was unitedin marriage 
with Miss Mabel Peacock,a native of New York, 
and a lady of English descent. Like himself, she 
had been reared in the faith of the Society of 
Friends and in their home the “plain” language 
of that sect was often heard. They afterward re- 
moved to Booneville, Oneida County, where they 
remained until their emigration to the West. The 
year 1848 witnessed their arrival in Wisconsin and 
in Sheboygan County, Mr. Smith took up land, 
from which he developed a farm, operating it until 
about 1856, when he removed with his family to 
Fond du Lac County. On the breaking out of the 
Inte war, though forty-five years of age, he re- 
sponded to the call for troops and enlisted in 
Company A, Eighteenth Wisconsin Infantry. His 
life was given for the cause of freedom; he died 


woolens. 
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at Corinth, Miss., in June, 1862, from disease con- 
tracted in the service. In political sentiment he 


was first a Whig, then an Abolitionist and later a | 


Republican. It is remarkable that one reared in the 


| 
| 
| 


religious faith he was should have taken up arms | 
contrary to the teachings of the sect, but with him | 
loyaity and duty to his country was paramount to 
| The cause of education has found in him a warm 


everything else. His widow, now seventy-two 
years of age, resides in Milwaukee. The family 
numbered six children, as follows: William E., 
who served about a year as Corporal of Company 
E, Fiftieth Wisconsin Infantry, is now deceased; 
Hiram J., is the next younger; Charles H., died 


soon after attaining his majority; Abbie M. is the | 
| J. Smith and Miss Nancy M. Elkins was celebrated 


wife of E. D. Coxe of Chicago; Albert E., is an 
Alderinan and prowinent business man of Mil- 
waukee; and Judson H., is engaged in business in 
Minneapolis, Minn. 
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On February 14, 1890, Mr. Smith was appointed 


| by President Harrison, Postmaster of Racine, a 


position of great responsibility as there are but two 
higher class oftices in the State. In business circles 
our subject is widely known and since the organi- 
zation of the Business Men's Association of Racine 
he has been honored with the position of Treasurer. 


friend, and for six years he served as a member of 
the City School Board. Socially, he belongs to the 
Uniformed Rank, K. P., the Masonic fraternity, the 
Royal Arcanum and to Gov. Harvey Post, No. 17, 
G. A. R. 

On December 28, 1870, the marriage of Hiram 


in Racine. The lady is a native of Wisconsin, and 
isa member of the Episcopal Church. In politics 


| Mr. Smith is a pronounced Republican and an ac- 


We now take up the personal history of our | 


subject who was born in Booneville, N. Y., Febru- 
ary 6, 1846, and was therefore only about two 
years old when the family came to Wisconsin. His 
primary education was acquired in the district 


schools, and that he lacked much of being a dull | 


student may be inferred from the fact that when 
only twelve years old he was examined and ad- 
mitted to the High School in Fond du Lac, Wis. 
After attending three years he entered the print- 
ing office of the Commonwealth in that city, where 
he was employed for about two years, after which 
he worked one year on the Milwaukee Sentinel. 


Other interests now arose to which he gave his at- | 


tention. It was the dark and stormy period of 
the Civil War and though only eighteen years of 


age he enlisted on May 8, 1864, as a member of | 


Company 1, Thirty-ninth Wisconsin Infantry and 
was made Corporal. 
Mempbis, Tenn., where he served out a term of 
enlistment. He then returned to Fond du Lac 
and worked on the Commonweath until March 1, 
1865, when he came to Racine as an employe of 
the American Express Company, in whose service 
he remained eight years. 


their line in the city. 


The command was sent to | 


tive worker in conventions where his influence is 
valued. He has been a delegate to both district 
and State conventions and during Blaine’s cam- 
paign for the Presidency served as chairman of the 
Republican County Committee. Thoroughly com- 
petent, Mr. Smith has become deservedly popular 
as a Postmaster and as a business man stands in 
the front rank. His honorable, upright course has 
won him universal confidence and esteem and Ra- 
cine's Postmaster is one of her most honored citi- 
Zens. 


`à ROF. WILLIAM W. ROWLANDS, pro- 
prietor of the Racine Academy, was born 


\ He is the son of David and Mary E. (Jehu) 
Rowlands, the latter being born in Montgomery- 
shire, Wales, May 15, 1821,and the former in Car- 
narvonshire, the same country, December 25, 1822. 
When a young lady Mrs. Rowlands came with her 


| parents to the United States, settling in Racine in 
In 1873, Mr. Smith be- | 
came a partner of his father-in-law, John Elkins, | 
the pioneer jeweler of Racine and the firm of | 
Elkins & Smith now carries the largest stock in | 


1841, with the first Welsh emigrants, 

Our subject’s parents were married in Racine. 
The father farmed in Mt. Pleasant Township. He 
was a Republican in politics. Both he and his wife 


| were members of the Welsh Presbyterian Church, of 


which Grandfather Rowlands was one of the foun- 
ders in Racine. Our subject's father died in March, 
1888, and his mother in April, 1889. In their family 
were seyen children,of whom four survive-Thomas 
J., a veterinary surgeon of Appleton, Wis.; William 
W., our subject; David W., a veterinary surgeon 
of Oshkosh; John E., traveling salesman for a 
Chicago clothing house. 

Our subject was reared on a farm, and educated 
in thecountry schools until seventeen years of age, 
when he began to clerk in the grocery store of 
Vaughan & Williams. After three years he went to 
Marietta, Ohio, and entered the preparatory depart- 
ment of Marietta College, where he was graduated 
in 1874, with the degree of A. B. To help himself 
through college he taught school, and worked in the 
harvest field, ete. 

After graduating, he opened a private academy 
ut Sharon, Walworth County, Wis., and conducted 
it one and a half years, the attendance increasing 
from twenty pupils to sixty. He gave that up in 
1876 to take a position in the Racine Academy, 
conducted by Col. McMynn. He was made vice- 
Principal, and held that position for five years, or 
until 1881. In that year he was called to a pro- 
fessorship in Beloit College, being placed in charge 
of Beloit College Academy, which he conducted 
three years. During his management of affairs the 
attendance reached the highest point up to that 
time. He resigned in 1885 to enter the law de- 
partment of Columbia College. New York City, 
remained a year, and then spent a year in the law 
office of Fuller & Fuller of Racine. He was 
admitted to the bar in 1886, and for two years 
practiced law with a partner under the firm title 
of Rowlands & Rowland. The most prominent 
vase he tried was the suffrage case of Brown rs. 
Philips et al. Two points were raised by the 
opposition that the law was unconstitutional, and 
that it failed to make provision for women to 
cast their vote. In the Circuit Court he won a 
complete victory, but in the Supreme Court of the 
State it was held that the law was constitutional, 
and under it women had no right to vote, because 
the Legislature had failed to make provision for 
the casting of said vote, which made the law 
inoperative. He practiced law until 1888, con- 
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tinuing, in the meantime, to give private instruc- 
tion. 

The Racine Academy had gone down but the 
buildings still remained. He revived the Racine 
Academy with nine students. Since, it has grown 
till this year (1891) it numbers sixty pupils 
and five teachers. It has furnished one student 
for Adelbert College and eight for the State Uni- 
versity. 

Prof. Rowlands has been President of the Y,M.C. 
A. of Racine for five years during which time he has 
had charge of the lecture and entertainment course, 
of the Y. M. C. A. Politically, he is a Republican. 
Ile belongs to the Royal League. 

In Washington County, Ohio, he was married, 
December 24,1879, to Talma F. Goddard, a native 
of that State, and daughter of Abram W. Goddard, 
a prominent farmer of Washington County. By 
this union three children have been born—Erroll 
G., David D., and Mary L. Both he and his wife are 
members of the First Presbyterian Church, of 
Racine. He has been a member of the church 
for the past twelve years. He has been elder in 
the First Presbyterian Church since 1880, save the 
short time he was absent from the city: has been 
Clerk of the church since 1888. In 1877 he re- 
ceived the degree of A. M. from his Alma Mater. 

For many years he has been in educational 
work, and is acknowledged as one of the most 
progressive and able educators of this section of 
the State. 


20 
— 4H BRA 


ATRICK HENRY CLANCY, station agent 

at Racine, for the Chicago, Milwaukee & 

St. Paul Railway Company, has held his 

present position since January Ist, 1882, 

and has been an employe of this company, and its 

predecessor the Western Union, for eighteen years. 

Mr. Clancy was born in Racine on the 14th of 

January 1849, and is the second son of Martin 

and Clarinda E. Clancy. His parents were pio- 

neer settlers of this city (of whom see sketch else- 
where in this work.) 

The subject of this sketch was reared in his na- 
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tive city and received his education in the public 
schools. While a youth he began clerking in his 
father's store and except while attending school 
was so employed until 1873, when he secured a 
position as clerk in the Auditor's office of the 
Western Union Railway Company, now the Chicago, 


Milwaukee & St. Paul. In 1879, when the line was 


purchased by the present company, the general of- 


fices were transferred to Milwaukee, Mr. Clancy 
continuing his service in the Milwaukee office until 
September, 1879, when he was appointed Traveling 
Auditor of the company; which position he held 
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until assigned to the agency of the Racine Station, 


January 1,1882. The position is a responsible one 
and includes the freight and passenger business of 
the company at this place. 

Mr. Clancy since coming of age has voted with 
and supported the Republican party, on State and 
National questions until recently. He is now in- 
dependent and does not consider himself bound 
by party ties. 

He has taken an earnest interest in educational 
and religious matters and is now serving his third 
year as a member of the Racine Board of Educa- 
tion, and his sixth year as Secretary of the St. Rose 
Catholic Church, having held the last named posi- 
tion since the building and opening of the church 
January, 30, 1886. 

Mr. Clancy is a practical business man as his 
record shows, and his retention so many years in 
the responsible positions he has held attests the 
high esteem in which he is held by the company 
which he serves. 


Ua ON: JOSEPH NELSON, a 
| farmer residing on section 20, Mt. Pleasant 
Township, Racine County, was born in 


prominent | 


Westchester County, N. Y., March 4, 1815. 


The Nelson family is of English origin and was 


established in America in the seventeenth century | 


hy Francis Nelson, who was born in Westchester 
County, England. The grandfather of our subject, 
Thomas Nelson, was born in Dutchess County, N. 


as Colonel of Militia. 


Y., in March 1744, and Hon. William Nelson, 
father of Joseph, was born in Dutchess County, 
June 29, 1784. He was a man of superior educa- 
tion, became a prominent lawyer of Westchester 
County and represented his district in Congress 
from 1848 until 1852. He was married February 9, 
1812, to Miss Cornelia Hardman, a native of New 
York City, born in February 1797. His death 
occurred October 2, 1869, at the advanced age of 
eighty-six years; and his wife passed away a few 
weeks previous on the 28th of August. In their 
family were thirteen children, nine of whom grew 
to mature years, our subject being the second in 
order of birth. George P. is a lawyer of New 
York City; Hon. Thomas, also a lawyer of New 
York City, was Chief Justice of Oregon under 
President Fillmore; William R., now deceased, was 
a prominent attorney of Peekskill, N. Y.; Robert 
who was a business man of Peekskill, N. Y., has 
also passed away; Dorinda became the wife of 
Jobn D. Arthur; Sarah A. is the wife of J. Henry 
Ferris, of Peekskill, N. V.; Cornelia Ann is the wife 
of John P. Nelson, of Poughkeepsie, N. Y.; and 
Elizabeth P. is the widow of Rev. John Johnson, 
of Red Hook, N. Y. 

The subject of this sketch grew to manhood in 
Peekskill and was educated in North Salem Aca- 
demy. On leaving the school room he engaged in 
clerking for two years in mercantile establishments, 
being employed in Catskill, Peekskill, New York 
City and Ithaca, after which he returned to Peeks- 
kill and engaged in business for himself until 1845, 
when he sold out. Four years later he came to 
Wisconsin and took up his residence in the town 
of Raymond, Racine County where he secured 
wild land and cleared and improved a farm. 


| There he made his home for about eighteen years, 


when he sold and removed to Milwaukee and 
there engaged in business for seven years. On his 
return in Racine County in 1873 he bought a farm 
in Mt. Pleasant Township, the same upon which he 
now resides. 

In Dutchess County, N. V., Mr. Nelson married 
Margaret M. Storm, who was born in that county 
as was her father Col. John C. Storm. He was 
a prominent citizen of Dutchess County and served 
Mrs, Nelson was educated 


at Newburg and Peekskill. Their marriage was cele- 
brated June 28, 1837, and they became parents of 
the following children: William, now engaged in 
business in Milwaukee; Mary B., who died at Mil- 
waukee at the age of twenty-seven; Thomas, a car- 
penter residing with his family inChicago; George 
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P., is enguged in business in Milwaukee; Kate | 


S., wife of Thomas W. Sheriffs, of the Sheriffs Ma- 
nufacturing Company of Milwaukee; Cornelia M., 
wife of Marshall L. Chambers, a lumber merchant 
of Minnesota; Eugene $., who is engaged in the 
lumber business in Chicago; Edward B., a railroad 
engineer, residing in Milwaukee; and Eva, wife of 
W. H. Matthews, of Chicago. There werealso four 


children who died in infancy or early childhood. | 


Mr. Nelson cast his first Presidential vote for 
William Henry Harrison and supported the Whig 
party until the rise of the Republican party, of 
which he has since been an advocate. -He has 
served as Magistrate of the Town of Raymond, 
Superintendent of Schools, Chairman of the Board 
of Supervisors and in 1856 was elected to the 
State Legislature, serving as Representative. He 
has proved a faithful officer as his election to 
these various offices well attests. His residence in 
the county covers a period of nearly forty-three 
years and he is widely and favorably known. His 
life has been well and worthily spentand the high 
regard of many friends is given him. 


A 


AMES McKEON is a farmer living on sec- 
tion 24, Pleasant Prairie Township, Kenosha 
County. He is a native of Ireland, born in 
the County of Louth, August 15, 1836, and 

isa son of John and Anu (O'Connor) McKeon, 
both natives of Ireland, who resided in their na- 
tive country until death. 

James McKeon grew to the age of eighteen in 
his native county, where he had limited school ad- 
vantages. He emigrated to the New World in 
1853, and was six weeks in making the voyage 
from Liverpool to New York, where be arrived 
September 25, of that year. He resided in New 
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York until 1856, when he came West to Wisconsin 
by rail across the Suspension Bridge and through 
Canada, arriving here in March of that year. He 
engaged as a farm hand in the town of Somers, in 
which occupation he continued for a few years. 
He was married in Kenosha, April 20, 1863, to 
Miss Alice Cannly, daughter of Patrick Cannly, 
one of the early settlers of this county. She was 
born in Boston and came to Kenosha County with 
her parents when a child. 

After his marriage Mr. McKeon rented a farm 
for two years in Pleasant Prairie Township, and 
then bought a tract of eighty acres, where he now 
resides, but to which he has since added one hun- 
dred and forty acres, making a fine farm of two 
hundred and twenty acres, one hundred and six 
of which are in the home place and sixty directly 
across the road. Success has crowned his efforts 
and he is now considered one of the most sub- 
stantial farmers in Kenosha County. It is true 
that, like other early settlers, he endured many 
hardships, but by his industry, has overcome all. 
Politically, he is a Democrat and cast his first ballot 
for Stephen A. Douglas for President. He has 
held several local offices of honor and trust and 
has discharged the duties of each with fidelity. 
He is a believer in good schools and has served as 
amember of the School Board eleven consecutive 
years and is now serving as District Treasurer. 

A family of eight children have grown up 
around them, John, Katie, George, Henry, Will- 
iam, Frank, Minnie and Alice. Mr. and Mrs. 
McKeon are members of the Catholic Church. He 
is an honest and upright man of sterling character 
and is well and favorably known in Kenosha 
County. > 


eee 


We are pleased to add 
to the representative citizens of Kenosha 
County. the gentleman whose name we give 

SY at the head of this paragraph, who is carry- 
ing on the business of general merchandise in 
Bristol Township. 
prising and 


He is one of the most enter- 
substantial business men of the 
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county, and has the respect of all with whom he 
comes into business and social relations. He was 
born in Columbia County, N. Y., August 27, 1833, 
and isa son of Alanson Shumway, a resident of that 
county. His mother bore the maiden name of 


Hannah Curtis, and was a native of Kinderhook, | 


Columbia County, that State. 

For a number of years Mr. Shumway was a 
farmer in Columbia County, and then moved 
West, and im 1845 settled in Kenosha County. this 
State, not far from Bristol. He bought land here 
and cultivated a farm, residing here and bringing 
up his family in this pioneer home until his death 
in the summer of 1880. He was identified with 
the Republican party and took an active part in 
local politics. For a number of terms he was 
elected to and served as a member of the Town 
Board, and in religious matters he was a member 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church. His good 
wife died several years before his decease. 

Our subject is the second in order of birth in a 
family of two sons and three daughters, who grew 
to mature years, and one of these sisters is since 
deceased. In Bristol Township, James Shumway 
grew to manhood, and received the advantages of 
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ter. u native of this township, and a daughter of 
George W. Carpenter, a prominent citizen of Ke- 
nosha County. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Shumway have been born three 
children, the eldest being (+eorge, who is now a 
young man and assists his father in the store, and 


| the remaining two are daughters, Jessie and Sadie 


4. The first ballot which Mr. Shumway cast for a 
President of the United States was given for John 
C Fremont, and he has voted for every nominee 
of the Republican party for President from that 
day to this. For eighteen consecutive years, he 


| served as Postmaster of Bristol, although he was 


the early public schools, which were not planned | 
¡ also represented it in the Grand Lodge of the 


for a broad or full curriculum. He is almost 
wholly self-educated, as he has devoted himself 
largely to reading and study since coming to ma- 
ture years. 

Upon reaching his majority the voung man en- 
gaged fora year and a half in clerking in Bris- 
tol, and then bought out and succeeded to the bus- 
iness of the firm with which be was connected. 
For quite a number of years he continued in this 
line of work and then sold his business and re 


moved to Roger's Park, III., near Chicago, and | ©) 
coming te Racine m 1847. His father engaged in 


there engaged in business for some seven years. In 
August, 1891, be returned to Bristol and bought 
hack the business and there resumed his mercantile 
pursuits, which be has since carried on without in- 
terruplion. 

Mr. Shumway carries a good stock of general 
merchandise and has a well established line of 
trade, having the patronage of many of the best 
citizens. It was while living bere that he was 
married, December 28, 1868, to Miss Clara Carpen- 


never an office hunter, yet during his term of ser- 
vice he proved himself a trustworthy and efficient 
official. Most of his life has been spent in this 
township, and he is well and favorably known 
bere as a man of unblemished and sterling chara- 
cter. Both in business and social circles he is es- 
teemed and respected by all. The Methodist Episco- 
pal Church is the religious body with which Mr. 
and Mrs. Shumway and their daughters are con- 
nected, and our subject is a member of the Masonic 
order, being a Royal Arch Mason, and a member 
of the Kenosha Chapter. He has held a number 
of prominent official positions in his lodge and has 


State a number of times. 


+> KE 


_. ENRY J. FOSTER, deceased, was born in 
Y Utica, N. Y., im 1843, and was a son of 
John and Elizabeth Foster, who were na- 
tives of England and Ireland respectively, 


keeping hotel in that city and there spent his last 
days. His mother is still living at the age of 
eighty-three years. 

Henry J. Foster was a lad of only four summers 
when his parents came to Racine. His education 
was acquired in the city schools, after which he 
learned the machinist’s trade and became foreman 
in the establishment of A. P. Dickey. During the 
war he was employed asa machinist in Nashville. 
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Tenn.. and after his return to the North he became 
foreman for S. Freeman & Sons. In 1884, he and 
Thomas Williams began the manufacture of feed 
cutters, fanning mills and broadcast seeders, and 


in 1886 be patented the seeder known as Foster's | 


Broadcast Seeder. This firm continued business 
until the death of our subject on the 9th of April, 
1891. Im October of the following year the Fos- 
ter & Williams Company was incorporated and 
continues the same line of business. 

On the 5th of May, 1867,in Racine Mr. Foster 
was united in marriage with Miss Julia A. Holl- 
ister, a native of Albion, Mich., and a daughter of 
Ervin and Maria Hollister, early settlers of Racine. 

Mr. Foster was a member of the Episcopal 
Church as is his widow. In politics he was a sup- 
porter of the Republican party and was a member 
of the Masonic fraternity and the Odd Fellows 
Society. He was a hard working and honest man 


and the manufacturing industry which we have 
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before mentioned was kingi built up by him. He 
lived an upright life and his sudden death was 
lamented by many friends and the community 
thereby lost a valued citizen. 

Mr. Foster left but two childrea—Fred H. and 
Roy H. Upon the death of the father, it fell to 
the lot of the elder sou to take his father’s plase 
in the business and this be has creditably done. 
Fred H. Foster is a native of Racine, his birth bav- 
ing occurred December 24, 1869. Having ac- 
quired his education in the public and high schools 
of the city. at the age of eighteen years be took a 
position in his father’s office and has been iden- 
tified with the business continously since. This 
iudustry employs some fifty hands and has three 
departments—foundry, machine shop and wood 
working. It important manufactory of 
Racine and its proprietors are important business 
men. In politics Mr. Foster is a Republican, as 
was his father. 


is an 


